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7, HE Firlt Edition of this BOOK 
: having receiv'd its Life, in a great 
: - meafure, from the Generous Encou- 
2-ragement of your Self and your Worthy Fa- 

A 2 ily, 


The Dedication, 


mily, we take the boldnefs) to place this 
Second Impreffion alfo under your favourable 
Patronage : Humbly hoping,” thac you'll be 


pleafed to excufe this Prefumption in 


Your mofe 


Humble Servants, 


The Epttors 
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The PREFACE to th READER. 


HERE i nothing more eftablifbed by Confent of all the F ATHERS, than the 
Refpett and Veneration which Chriftians oughe to have for the WORD OF GOD, 
and the Care wherewith they ought to Tak into st, for the Rules of their 

Salvation. 

And as thofe Holy Men were all acquainted with the ee of the SCRIPTURE, 
which is fo full of Myfteries, veiled under Figures and Parables, they have made fome di- 
Stinétion between thefe Divine Works, which are not all alike. intelligible, tho’ all equally 
Holy. Wherefore they fiuppofed, That the Hiftorical Books, which reprefent to us the Lives 
of the Patriarchs, and the reft of thofe admirable Saints, that had an Apoftolical Chari- 
ty fomany Ages before the Apoftles, were very Proper to awaken our Piety, and inftruG us 
by Examples, proporsion'd to the Capacity of the meaneft Believers, , 

: "Tis upon thae account $t. Bafil cells us, That the Scripture (in recording the Lives of 
the firft Saints, doth {et before us fo many living and animated Pi@ures, for a-Rule to 
directours by. Sr. Chryfoftom (for the fame Reafon) being defirous to teach bx Auditors 
the Duties of a Chriftian Life, made it his Bufine/s to expound the whole Book of Genefis 
to them in his Sermons. St. Ambrofe alfo wrote Several excellent Difcourfes upon the 
Lives of the principal Patriarchs, to make Chriftians blufb, who having before their 
Eyes the Life and Death of our Saviour JESUS CHRIST /o divinely defcribed in the 
Gofpel, are norwithftanding , lefs Followers of him, than thofe who lived fo many Ages ben — 
fore him, and when the Face of the whole Earth was covered with the Darknefs of ieee 
and Idolatry. sat, 4. 3g . ; 

In mata therefore of thofe Holy Teachers it #, that we again fet forth the Lives. 
of thofe very Saints, whom they have’ recommended with fo many Elogies in ths Abridg- 
ment of the Hiftory of the Old and New. Teftament. They are bere reprefented in fhort ; 
but yer fo, that care has been taken to deduce at large whatfoever was moft proper to touch. 
the Souls of Men, and to infpire them with the Sentiments of Piety. Fad to the end this 


Work might be more proportion’d to the Capacities of all, andthe Inttructions it contains, 
made more ufeful by illupbrating them with fomething thas’s pleafing, Thefe Holy Hiftories 
are reprefented in SCULPTURES, accompanying each Difcourfe, which are generally 
concluded with the Explications of the Fathers, as containing smeft excellent Inftruttions for 
Chriftians, whatfoever State or Condition: they are in. 

He who applies himfelf a little to the reading of the Book, will Soon be convinced of 
its ufefulnefs. He will find excellent ‘Patterns for Kin gs and Princes, for Governours and 
Magiftrates, for Miniiters of the Church, and in a word, for all fuch as defire to lead a 
érue Chriftian Lite : And therefore St. Gregory faith, That from the Patriarchs we may 
take: the perfect Models of all Vertues > Abel (faith he} waches us Innocence ; Enoch, 
Purity of Heart; Noad, Perfeverance in Righreoufne(s ; Abratam, the Perfection of 
Obedience ; Ifzac, Chaftity in Wedlock ; Facob; Conitancy in Labour ; Fofeph, For- 
getting of Injuries ; Mo/és, Meekne(s towards the moft Obitinate and Rebellious ;, and 
laftly, Fob, an invincible Patience in the height of all his Sufferings and Afflictions, 

Woen the. Sccipture # read alone, it is not fo cafic for all Men, to draw from thence the 
edifying Inftru&tions thofe Holy Hiftories contain ; but here without pains they will find 
them applied to every Hiftory, being carefully gathered from the Works of the Fathers 
and Dostors of the Church. 

: The Authors Thoughts at ficft were, ta fet down the very Words of the Saints, as ree 
corded in Scripture, in a different Character ; but they were oft found too prolix to be con- 
sain'd in the {mall Space which was left ajeer the Relation of each Hiftory ; neither would 


they 


The PREFACE tothe READER. 


they have had that brisk and lively Brevity, which is fo neceffary to Reflexions upon an 

‘ Hiftorical Difcourfe : Therefore he was obliged to abridge eral be nel to preferve a 
the Effential Terms, and exaétly to exprefs their Senfe, without tying bimfelf to the nume 
ber of their tVords. 

The Reflexions of the FATHERS upon the Examples and Words of Holy Scripture, 
are the more confiderable, becaufe they tell us, That they thought themfelves obliged on thefe 
occafions to lay open, and apply the greateft Truths with all poffible force and evidence. To 
this purpofe St. Auftin ex reffes himfelf in thefe following remarkable Words ; When we 
converie with you (faith he to hx Auditors) at other umes, we rather beat with you 
than inftruct you ; but when we are in this Holy Place, and expound to you the Books 
of GOD, in‘cafe the Truths we propound to you feem too fmart, the neceffity which 
lies upon us of expounding the Scripture, will plead our Excufe for the Liberty with 
which we reprefent what GOD himfelf {peaks to you. Ifthe Word of GOD doth 
aftonith you, fo ic doth me ; I am as apprehenfive of its Threats as you are, and whilft 
i ak thofe things that make you tremble, I am affected with the fame Paffion my 
elf. 

The Reader poffibly may obferve in the Sequel of the Book, that fome of th i 
are not well Soft and that fome Hiftories ee left out, which laa no fe So . 
than thofe fet down; but this can be no prejudice to the whole Body of the Work, and the 
Sequel of thefe Difcourfes, care being taken to link them together as well as poffible, without 
reget had to the Sculptures, many important Matters being touched at in the Reflexions 
which are not reprefented in the Sculptures, and chiefly to enlarge on thefe Circumstances 
of the Scripture, from whence the Fathers have drawn their Edifying Obfervations, which 
# the main End of th Work: 

In the Margin % added the Years from the Creation of the World, and thofe before our 
Saviour ; which are to be underftood according to the common Computation of the Years 
from ia Bist of a Chrift. is . 

Ie has been thought fit to add the Contents or Summaries of the feveral Books o 
Old Teftamentr, das the Reader might have an Idea of the ou 3 @ alfo rae sofa 
Books where Sculptures and Difcourfes are more rare, or altogether omitted ; that Defe& 
may be fupplied, by giving a floret Account of the Matter therein contained. 

At the end of the New Teftament is Printed, as an APPENDIX, the Lives, Travels 
and Voyages of the Apoftles, with the Contents of each of their Books, as alfo an Hifto- 
tical Chronology ; in which, if the Reader caft an Eye, be will without trouble difcern 
the Oe of the ie oe the ee “ thefe Hiftories. 

There is no veafon but to hope, that the reading of this Book may make fom 
on the Hearts of thofe who Tofire nothing more ye their pdeases an gles es re 
becaufe Truths ought never more to affect us, than when GOD bimfelf teaches us them in 
bis Holy Scriptures ; and when the Holy Men of GOD (full of bis Spirit) do from them 
point outto us the way to Heaven, which he has traced out for usin the Lives of thofe 


~ Saints of the Old Teftament, and which be hath Sealed in the N ‘th the B 
JESUS CHRIST bimfelf. in the New with the Blood of 


An 





An Account of th SCULPTURES and DISCOURSES iz this 


Volume, with the Names of the 











1 Q’Reation of the World The Ring. 
2 “Creation of Adam and Eve _ The Queen. 
3 Fall of Adam Prince George. 

Princefs Ann. 





4 Adam’s Punifhment — 
$ Murther of Abel ———— William Duke of Glocefter. 
6 The Ark of Noah Jeffrey Jeffreys E(q; 
7 The Deluge Jeffrey JeffreysE(q; 
8 Quitting of the Atk Mts. Sarah Jeffreys. 
9 Ham Curfed ——m Sir William Robinfon. 
Zo Tower of Babel] meme = Lady Marty Ratcliff. 
sz Call of Abram Sir Gilbert Gerrard, 
12 Lot parts from Abram ——— Algernon E. of Hertford. 
13 Abraham delivers Lot Mr, Edward Jeffreys. 
14 The Flightof Hagar ————- Mr. William Proétor, 
rs Sarah's Conception Mrs. Ann Pro&or. 
26 Lot entertains two Angels ——— Sir Robert Clayton. 
17 Sodom burnt = -————~_—_ Algernon Earl of Effex. 





























38 Abimelech affliMed Henry Duke of Beauford. 
19 Ithmael driven out John Rofficer Eq; 
20 Abraham's Sacrifice Lady Ann Franklyn, 


ar Sarah's Death —emme—= Mr. Thomas Lewes, 
22 Marriage of Ifaac Mrs. Elizabeth Child. 
23 Jacob and Efau ——aaen John Baker Efq 
24 Waac bleffed Jacob Robert Squib Efq; 
25 Jacob's Ladder ———=—~» = Mrs. Sufanna Browne. 
26 Rachel and Leah Mr. William Benge. 
27 Jacob's Return rane—mcom—me john Jeffreys Elq; 





























28 Jacob’s Wreftling Col. Tho. Strangways. 
29 Dinah Capr. Benjamin Poole. 
30 Jofeph fold Mrs. Elizabeth Jeffreys. 
31 Jofeph’s Chaftity ~ Godfrey Kneller Eig; 
32 Joleph advanced Mr. James Craggs. 
33 Jofeph’s Brethren James Mundy Efq; 
34 Jofeph and his Brethren Richard Cheney Fig; 





35 Jacob goes .to Egypt Sir Edwine Sadleir. 
36 Egyptian Midwites ———=e—u, Mr. William Bailley. 
37 Mofes faved Mr. John Cage. 
38 The Burning Buh Mr. Richard Powys. 
39 Mefes with Pharaoh Zachary Wells M. A. 
40 Plagues of Egypt Mr. William Bailley. 
41 Pafchal Lamb 
42 Paffage over the Red.Sea ———-= Sir Henry John{on. 
43 Raining down Manna 
44 Warer from the Rock 
45 Amalek defeared Col. Jacob Richards. 
46 The Firft Tables Elizabeth Lady Coriton. 
47 The Golden Calf —__—— Sir Jamcs Tillie. 
48 The Second Tables -———=—~—~ Hon. Bridget Noel, 
49 Nadab and Abihn —————— _ Mr. William Wekett. 
$0 Blafphemers fton'd Andrew Wheler Eiq; 
$x The twelve Spies Godfrey Richards Efq; 
g2 Korah, Dathan, and Abiram ------- Mr. Richard Powys. 
$2 Brazen Serpent Mrs. Marv Barington, 
<4 Ralaam’s Ats Richard Cheney Eg; 
$3 Motes Death Hon. Juliano Boyle. 
$6 Paflage over Jordan-------George Cholmondelcy t1q; 
$7 Taking Jericho -ecamne 




















Sir Tho. Cooke. 


























§8 Deftruétion of Hai George Chalmondeley EG; 
$9 The Sun ftands ftill Sir ‘i homas Cooke. 
60 Adonibezck’s Punifhment ------- Mr. Francis Calverc. 
63 The Death of Sifera, a> Mis. bridget Dawes. 





Thomas Ryves Efq; . 


PATRONS to the fame. 


62 Gideon's Sacrifice was Hon. Rich. Onflow. 
63 Gideon’s Fleece Sir Richard Haddock, 
64 Gideon's Soldiers ———- = Major John Cais. 
65 Midianites defeae Majer John Fuller. 
66 Abimelesh’s Death Mrs, Sufanna Strangwaycs. 























67 Jephtha’s Daughter Algernon Earl or Effex. 
68 Sampfon's Birth 

69 Sampfon’s flays the Philiftins Mr.Edw, Hilder, 
70 Gates of Gaza Themas Vincent Etq; 
71 Samfon’s Death Mr. Samuel Lath. 





Mrs. Elizabeth Leak. 


Mrs. Lucy Chauntler. 
Katherine Lady North. 
Mr. Nicholas Jeffreys. 





72 Levites Wife abufed 
73 The Benjamites Punifhment. 
74 Ruth followeth Naomi 
75 Boazand Ruth 
76 Samuel given to Ely 




















77 Punifhment of Ely = Mrs. Ann Jeffreys. 
78 Idol of Dagon Mr. William Proctor. 
99 Ark fent back Ann Lady Wyndham. 


80 Philiftins Defeat ———— Sit Samuel Gerard. 
82 Anvinting Saul _ Col. Jacob Richards. 
82 Jonathan, &c. wee = on. Sufanna Noel. 
83 Agag {pared Sit William Thomfon. 
84 David plays on the Harp--—---Mary Lady Thomfon. 
85 Goliak flain Sic Thomas Mompeffon. 
Mr. James Crags. 




















86 David's Triumph © 39 ————— 

87 Saul defigns David's Death ~ Rob. Baker E(q; 
88 David and Jonathan Peter Birch D. D. 
89 Abigal treats David.  -~-=- Mary Lady Goodricke- 
go David fpares Saul Mr. Anthony Segar- 





91 David flies to K. Achis . Rob. Squib Eiq; 
92 Saul and Jonathan's Death -—— Sir Henry Goodricke. 
93 Philiftins offer Sauls Head -—— Jos Charlton Fig; 
94 Uzzah {mitten Sic Thomas Littleton. 
95 David danceth before the Ark --~-- W.Meeflers Efqs 
96 David's Embaffadors ———Chriftopher Mufgrave Etqs 
97 David's Crime William Boulzer Elq; 
98 David's Repentance . Charles Bertie Efg; 
99 Death of Amnon Mr. John Blake. 
100 Abfalom’s Death ———--— Capt. Jonath. Andrews. 
ror Death of Seba Mc. Samuel Criche . 
¥o2 Judgment of the Plague Mr. John Hooper. - 
103 Solomon made King ——~ M-. Chriftoph Gardiner. 
104 Solomon's Judgment Lady Cath. Cornbury. 
105 Dedication of the Temple -—— Richard Pierce Etq; 
106. The Queen of Sheba. 
109 Fall of Solomon ee = Peter Rycaut Eq; 
108 Rehoboam’s Counfellors -——<* Lord Vic. Newport. 
109 Difobedient Prophet. = ———~ Mr. Edward Hubbald. 
x10 Zimri byrne —_ Mr, Thomas Smith. 
111 Elijah fed by Ravens Mr. william Weketc. 
112 Elijah’s Szcrifice White Tichborne E{q; 
113 Flight of Elijah Mrs. Mary James. 
114 Jehofaphat's Vicry William James t1g; 
fly yearn OF Anab Thomas Vinesne E:q; 
116 Elijah taken to Heaven —————-—— Mary Lady Reve. 
117 Children flain by Beass Lady Ann Morpeth. 
118 Miracle of tlitha —————~ = Mr. Jane Jeffreys. 
119 Healing of Naaman Mrs. Sarah Jeffreys. 
120 Siege of Samaria Capt. Richard Leake« 
r21 Eliiia’s Predictions ~———“ Mrs, Sufanna Hénthaw. 
122 Jezebel devoured by Dogs -meeem— Mr, Laur.Spencets 
R3A 












































The Sculptures and Difcourfes, with the Patrons Names, 


‘S23 A dead Man railed ro life ———~ Sir George Rivers. 
¥24 Zachary ftoned . Sir Rober Napier. 
X25 King Ahaz ot Ameen John Lethieullier Efq; 




















126 King Hezekiah Mrs. Elizabeth Gerard. 
127 Senacherib's Defeat Mr. Nath. Bromley. 
428 Hezekiak-reftored Mr. Francis Forbes. 
329 Jofiah’s Fiery Gentilles Lady Tichborne, 
130 The Siege of Jerufalem Robert Lord Lucas. 
131 Jehojachin reftored Sir Thomas Duppa. 





432 K. Cyrus's Proclamation 
233 Jerufalem re-buile 
134 Queen Hefter | Lady Ann Franklyn. 
135 Hefter’s Humility Alice Lady Royfton. 
136 Mordecai sTriumph -——————-— Mr. John Hayward. 
137 Haman’s Punithmenr Mts. Ann Johnfon. 
138 Job on the Dunghil ----» Rechel Countefs of Briftol. 
. 39 a s ToL Uabel Dutchefs of Gsafton. 

40 King Davi Mrs. Lucy Wright. 
441 King Solomon me 


Jofiah Child Elq 
Mr, William Fitch, 
































142 Prophet Ifaiah 

143 Prophet Jeremiah Mrs. Bridget Pethal, 
144 Prophet Ezekiel Mr. William Layfield. 
145 Ezekiel’s fecond Vifion Mary Lady Reve. 
146 provute pet Madam Graham. 
047 ren in the Furnace ---- George Courthorp Et 
148 Nebuchadnezzar —-nmmnme ee 
149 Belfhazzar condemned Mr. Sam. Wolrich. 





Iso Daniel inthe Lions Den ——-= Edw. Lord Ratclif. 
3$1 Daniels Vifions Mr. James Oades, 
152Jonah caft overboard Capt. John Bromhil, 
153 Ninevites repent Charles L. Vifc. Fanthaw. 
1$4 Jonas's Gourd Godfrey Richards Ef; 


The New Teftament. 


155 THE Salutation ———-—~ Eliz. Lady Gerard. 
156 The Vifitation Sir Gilbere Gerard. 
157 The Nativity Henry Duke of Beauford. 
158 Appcaring of the Angels Lady Fliz Gerard. 
rm59C ivcumcifion Me. William Benge. 
160 Adoration wows §=—s_sNeffrey Jeffreys Eig; 
r6r Purification Mrs, Sarah Jeftreys, 
162 Flight into Egype Mr. Anthony Segir. 
163 The Ditpute with the NoAdh. 

164 The Baptifm eee Iuliana Lady Boyle. 
16$ Ter:pration Francis Lord Vifc. Newport. 
166 Marriage in Canaan Mrs. Charlort Rycaut. 












































167 Nicodemus = =e Mr. Sam. Woolrich, 
166 Samaritan Woman ~ Mary Lady Goodrick, 
1469 Tempett appeafid =. Mrs. Frances, Mofley. 
170 Poffeft man h&aled ~-Sit\ Robs ayton. 





171 Sick of the Paley cured ——~ Sir ompeffon. 
¥72 Sermonon the Mount ----- Mrs. Heirietta Brown. 
173 Judge not ————— Archibald Primrofe Efq; 
174 Leprous Perfon healed —— Andrew Wheler Efq; 
375 A dead man raifed " Mrs. Bridget Blake. 
376 Mary Mapd:len Mr Thomas Lewes. 
177 Varable of the Seed —e———=——= John Rofliter Efq; 
275 Beheadirg St.John —————= Ann Lady Morpeb. - 











179 Miracle of the Loaves ——= Rich; i 
180 St. Peter on che Sea a mew Eicworth Eas 

















181 Canaanitifh Woman Mrs. Eliz, 

182 Transfiguration Jane taiy Spee 
183 Type of Humility Mr. David Hamilton, 
184 Lepers healed Eliz. Lady Onflow. 


185 The Adulterous Woman ---» Godfre 

186 The Man born blind ee Ana Beowe 
187 Good Samaritan === Mrs. Catherine Dormer. 
188 Martha and Maty +++ Gentilles Lady Titchborne* 











189 Folly of Riches iz. Lady Cg 
190 Prodigal Son - fohn Jeffreys Ei, 
¥91 Dives and Lazarus Mrs. Eliz Jeffreys. 





192 Pharifee and Publican | ————~ Katherine Lady North 








193 TheLabourers -—~ White Titchbo 
194 Lazarus's Refurre@ion. Mr. Samuel Aabt 
195 ZacheusConverfion ~ Tho, Rawlinfon E(a; 





196 Chrift riding-to Jerufilen —— Roby 
197 Buyersand Sellers 9 ——-=-aem Mis. Bridger ae 
198 Wedding Garment Mr. Henry Hayward, 


























199 Parable of the Talents 

200 Laft Judgment Francis see: 
201 Laft Supper. Sir James Tillie, 
202 Chrift in the Garden Mr, Edw. Jeffreys, 
203 Judas’s Treafon Mr. Nicholas feffreye, 
204 Chrift’s Examination “em Mrs. Ann Jeffreys 
205 Chrift’s Scourging Mrs. Jane Jeffreys, 
206 Ecce Homo ————-_— Mrs. Sarah Jeffreys ‘ 
207 Carrying the Crofs _———— ~—s Mrs. Eliz, Cats. 
208 Crucifixion ——— em Mrs. Mary Barington, 
209 Chriftin the Sepulchre —— Mr. Rob. Pierce. 
210 Refurre@ion Lady Eliz. Seymor, 





211 Difciples goto Emaus ——— Mrs. Sufanna Henthaw 
212 Afcenfion Kathérine Countefs ef Rutland. 
213 Pentecoft _—_—_o Mts. Maty Forbes, 
at 4 Lame Man a _ some~ Barbara Vile. Fitzharding, 
nanias an ita . i 

216 St. Stephen a pee camnel Cake, 
217 eaect uepoeed 
218 Converfion of Paul «--- Rachel i 
259 ise ao = Senaten Peo 
220 St. Peter's delivery ——— Mr, George S 

221 Lame man cured Mr, William Layfield, 
222 St. Paul's Shipwreck -——— Capt. John Nicholfon. 
223 Golden Candlefticks Sir Henry Goodrick 
224 The Heavens opened John Charieron Efa; 
225 The Seals of a Book Sir Thomas Littleton 
226 The Angels and Trumpets . W. Meeffers E(q5 
227 The Grathopper ----- Chriftopher Mufgrove Efqs 
228 Vifion of St. John —~ William Boulter Efq; 
229 Death of therwo Prophets ----- Charles Bertie Etq; 
230 Beaft of the Apocalyps Mr. Anthony Fift, 
231 Dragon of the Apocalyps +--+ Mr. John Hooper 
232 Kingdom of Babylon Mr. Chr. Gardiner 
233 Dragon chained Mr. Thomas Smith 
234 The New Jerufalem ~---- Dorothea Lady Rivers, 
Map of Jerufalem > John Jeflinys £4, 
Map of the Voyages and Travels of- the Apoftles 
William Lowther Efq, 
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The Terreftrial Paradife, and Neighbouring Countries. 


With a brief Difcourfe of the TRA VELS ofthePATRIARCHS, 
From 4D AM to Ff ACOB. 


HE Eternal GO D having out of 
Nothing created the Heavens, the 
Earth , the Seas, and all things 
therein contained; He formed 
Man according to hisown Image, and fodig- 
nified and honoured him, that he made him 
Lord over the Fish of the Sea, the Fowls of the 
Ais, andthe Beafts of the Earth, and every 
Creeping thing therein; and gave him for his 
habitation the Garden of Eden, call’d Paradife, 
which for its beauty, pleafant fituation,and fer- 
tility furpaffed all the Lountries on the face of 
the Earth ; and therefore rightly call'd, The 
Garden of Pleafure. Ic was fituated in the Land 
of Shinar, aProvince in Afia, upon the River 
Tigrw, which in Scripture is called Pifon: This 
River divides it felf intofour Branches, and 
cach hath its particular Name. 

Now the better to make out the true fitua- 
tion of this Garden, we muft remember that 
Mofes faith in Genefis, Chap.2. verf.8. That God 
had planted a Garden in Eden, Eaftward; and 
inthe 10t# Verfe, Thata River went out of 
Edento water the Garden, and thence divided 
it felf into four Heads; that is, into four 
great Channels, or Capital Rivers. 

Ic isa certain demonftration, that it was 
ficuate Eaftward of Pifon,being theonly River 
that warer’d it, and retain’d that Name; and 
tho’ one part of the Garden extended Weft- 
ward, yet Adamhad his abode in the Eaftern 
quarter, as appears by Chap.3. ver.24. where it 
is faid, 4dam being driven out, God placed 
Cherubims at the Eaft of the Garden, to hinder 
him from entring inagain. And (accordingto 
Chap.2. ver.16. ) itisrelated, That Cain went 
forth from before the Lerd, and inhabited in 
the Land of Nod, which lay to the Eaft of 
Eden; and that which renders this the more 
credible is,that this Xiver,for its breadth,depth, 
and rapid Stream, (excelling the RAine, or the 
Danube) muft needs have hindred our Firft Pa- 
rents from going out of the Garden Eaftwards, 
if they had their habitation in the Weftern 


part tifereof, fince they had neither Bridge nor. 


Boat, to crofs over the River; for the Scripture 
{peaks nota word of either, nor makes the 
leaff mention of any way they had for Navi- 
gation before the 4rk of Nesk. Hence it fol- 


lows, that feveral Ancient Geographers have. 
been very much miftaken, in placing the 
Garden of Edento the Welt of Péifon. 

This River (as aforefaid ) is divided into 
four Heads or Branches,viz. two tothe North, 
or above the Garden ; and twoto the South, or 
below the Garden; and were call’d, Péfon, Gi- 
hon, Hiddekel, and Euphrates: And thus they | 
are defcribed in Gvefis, Chap. rr. ver.11, 13, 
and 14. The name of the firft is Pifon, and 
this compaffeth the whole. Land of Havilah, 
where there is Gold ; thename of the fecond . 
River, is Gz4on, the fameis that which encom- 
paffeth the whole Land of Ethiopia; the name 
of the third River is Hiddekel, which goeth 
towardsthe Eaft of “fjria; and the name of 
the fourth, is Euphrates. er ae 

The Euphrates takesits fourfe from the 
Mochian, or Cafpian Mountains , fituate in 
Armenia the Great; the Hiddekel begins its 
courfe from a certain Lake feated at the firft 
rifing of Mount Ararat: Thefe two Streams 
fall down together, and joyn in Péfon, atthe 
Upper-end of the Garden, which having watht, 
they feparate again at the Bottom. thereof, 
where the more Eaftern partretainsthe name, 
and the more Weftern iscalled Giton; hence 
they run towards the Perfian Sea, into whicla 
they empty themfelves. ; : 

Our Firft Parents being placed in this 
Garden of Pleafure, had the free ufe of all 
things, exceptthe Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, Gen. 2. 17. which was ftri&lly for- 
biddenthem by God ; telling them, That in 
the day they eat thereof, they should die 
the death: But the Devil envying thehappy 
condition of Man,ftirs up the Serpent totempt 
Eve, to tafte the Fruit of the faid Tree ; 
telling her, That they fhould not dye ; but 
that their Eyes fhould be opened, and be as 
Gods. With thefe fly Enticements and Lies of 
the Serpent, Eve was prevailed with to eat 
thereof, and gave it to dam to eat alfo, who 
was alfo infatuated to Tranfgrefs God’s Com- . 
mand ; and fo fell by their Difobedience into 
Sin and Defruétion, and were driven out of 
Parad:fe, and condemned to get their Living . 
by the Sweat of their Brows; and for their . 


‘Tranfgreffion. the. Earth was accurs'd, and 
. A caufe 
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caufed to abound with Thorns and Thiftles. 

After this, they had their Habitation on 
the Eat of Paradife, in the Land. of Ned, 
which was alfo called Suffana, and at chis day 
Sufjan ; where they employed cheir time in 
cultivating the Earth; and had twoSons, the 
elder named Cain, who wasa Tiller of the 
Earth,and the younger named dbe/,who was a 
Keeper of Sheep, and was murthered by Cain, 
as being tranfporred with hatredagainft him. 
Gain being fevercly reproved, andaccurft by 
Ged for this bloody Crime, and being con- 
vine'd of the heinoufnefs thereof, falls into 
great defpair and perplexiry of Mind; and 
fearing left every one that met him should 
Kili him, goes forch from the prefence of God 
into the Land of Ne#, and there builds a City 
for his fecuviry, and calls it Enoch, after the 
Name of his firft Son: Upon the Ruins of 
this Ciry it may be pretumed, that the Town 
of Sufan was afterwards builr, as being*ituate 
near Edcn, Weftward of the Mountains of 
4rarat, and upon the River Exleus, called 
Ulac ; where Carn was palpably fRtopr in his 
flighe from the Prefence of the Lord, as not 
being able to pats over this River. 

Men increafing more and more in Wicked- 
nefs, were at lait overtaken by Divine Ven- 
geance, tithe Year of the World 1656, by 
the Deluge, which drown’d all Jiving Crea- 
tures upon .the face of the Earrh, except 
Nosh and his Frnily, and thofe Creatures 
which Ge? craled to be taken into the Ark, 
for the replenishing rheSecond World. This 
ark having floated uy and down on the Wa- 
ters, (above the higheit tops of Mountains) 
tor the fpace of about five Months, it pleafed 
the LORD to let ict reft ar Jaftupon the 
Mountains of Arzrat; and after chat the 
Waters were fank, and retired into their pro- 
per place, faithful Noah (and all rhac were 
with him in the rk) went out, and betook 
themfelves to the Eat of the River Hiddekel, 
from whence the Potterity of Nosh difperft 
themfelves Eaft and Welt , denominating 
from their Names,the feveral Countries where 
they took uptheir habitations ; and therefore 
we can do no Jefs than adjoyn here their Ge- 
nealogy, for the better adjufting the Names of 
the Countries fet down in the Map with thofe 
of the feveral Families; and making out the 
more diftinétly where each of theDefeendents 
of this: Patrisrch planted themfelves, with 
their Families, aecording to what we find in 
Scripture, and the Annotations upon it. 


Noah had three Sons, Shem, Ham (or Cham) 
and Japhet. The Children of Shen had for 
their Portion, the more Southern parcof Afia 
and America; the Pofterity of Ham had the 
Land of Canzan, Aratia, Egyot,and all Africa ; 
and the Childien of Japhet had Exrope; with 
the North parts of fia and Amrica, 

The Sons of Shem were Elam, Affur, Ara 
phaxad, Lud, and dram. - Elam was the Fa- 
ther of the Elamites, that is, of the Inhabi- 
tants of the Lands of Sufiana, Elymais, and 
Perfia, Dan. 8. 2. where the Propher faith, that 
Sufz, or Sufar?, feared on the River Uli, is a 
City in the Lands of Eliz ; where (according 
to Strabo) the Perfian Monarchs kept rheir 
Courts, as being the Imperial City of the Se- 
cond Monarchy, and was reckon’d 15 Italian 
Miles in circuit. 

From Affur the Affyrians were defcended, 
whole chief Cicry was Mineveh, once a City 
of great Fame, firft buile by Nimrod, and 
afterwards fo enlarged by feveral fucceeding 
Kings, that it became at laft to exceed Baby- 
fon, as wellin largenefs as otherwife,its Walls 
being in circuit 60 Miles, in height about 
33 Yards, and in breadth about 24 ; for its 
defence were on the Walls rs00 Turrets, or 
Towers. ‘To this City the LORD {ent Jonah 
the Prophet to preach Repentance to them; 
but afterwards (for their Sins) ic was deftroy’d 
by Aftyages King of the Medes, out of whofe 
Ruins was built Moful, the chief City of 
Affyria, {eared on the Tyerés,, of Note for 
being the Refidence of the -Neflorian Patri- 
arch, Where are founded fifteen Chriftian 
Churches : It is enclofed with a Wall, and is 
the Refidence of a Basha. 

From Arphaxad defcended the Babylonians 
and Chaldeans, called Cafdim, who was the 
Father of Selah, and he of Heber, who gave 
name to the Hebrews; this Heber had two 
Sons, Peleg and joktan ; Pelee, becaufe in his 
time the World was divided into Colonies ; 
of Peleg was begat Rehu; of Rehu, Serug, 
of Serug, Nahor; of Nahor, Thare; and of 
Thare, Abram, Nachorand Haram, and Abram 
had Jfaac, and Ifaac, Jacob. From Nachor 
fprung Uz, Bux, Chemuel, Aram, Chefed, Hazo, 
Pildas and Bethuel, who was the Father of 


Laban and Rebeces ; and from Haram {prang | 
Lot. Joktan, Arphaxad’s {econd Son, had a - 


large Hfue, wiz. lmodad, Saleph, Haxzerma- 
veth, Ferah, Hadoram, Uxal, Diklah, Obal, Abi- 


mael, Sheba, Ophir, Havilahand Fobab: Thefe . 
{pread themfelves trom Méjha to Sephar 5 as | 
1S 
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is mentioned Gen.10.25. Divers of the Learn- 
ed underftand: by Mehab the Hill Mafiu, 
which is a part of the Mountains of Armani ; 
and by Sepharthe City Si, pphara,feated in Mefo- 
potamia, on the River Euphrates: Bur there is 
more ground tobelieve, that their habitations 
were from the River Tygria towards the Eaft, 
to the fartheft parts of the Eaft-Indies ; yet 
neverthelefs, E/am’s Pofterity inhabited alfo 
between the Borders of thefe large Lands : 
For the Land of Havilah borders towardsthe 
Weft, on the Spring-head of the River Pifox, 
which is an Arm of the Zygris; and Ophir, 
the Brother of Havilah, is reckon’d to be the 
Father of the Inhabitants of Pega, Sian, and 
Aurea Cherfouefus, or the Golden Penintula , 
where ftands the City of Malacca, a place of 
great Retort and Trade, ccaiohed by its 
cominodious ieusen onthe River Gaza, 
is a very large City. 
a ine acd of Ophir » Solomon's Ships 
brought Gold, Precious Stones, and other rich 
Commodities , performing their Voyage in 
Three years, 1 Kings 9.26. and 10. 12, 22. 
For this Reafon Benedittus Arius Montanus 
underftands by Sephar, and the Mountains to- 
wards the Eaft, the Land and Mountains of 
Pera ; and faith, That the Gold that covered 
Solomon’s Temple was therefore called, Gold 
of Persim. Alfo the name of the Land of 
‘ucatan, which lies between Mexico and the 
Iiland of Haira?, otherwife called Spaniola, 
founds very like ‘jokran,who wasOphir sFather. 
From Lrd,another of Shim’s Sons,defcended 
the Lydiansand other Countriesin Ajia. Minor. 
From Aram fprang the Syrians,as alfo thofe 
of Mefopotamia and Armia, ‘Thefe great 
Kingdoms, and their particular Provinces, are 
in Scripture called the Land of dram; altho 
they are diftinguilhed by feveral Names, as 
Aram Damafci, Aram Zobe, Aram Naharam , 
that is, 4ram between the two Rivers Euphra- 
tes and Tygris, which Lands the Greeks call 
Mefopotamia, 2 Sam. 8.3, 5, 10. The Chil- 
dren of Aram areUz, who is thought to have 
built the City of Damajcus ; he was the An- 


ceftor of the Galo-Syrians, or Inhabitants of Egypt coming from Ja 


Trachonitis, or fome other People ‘bordering 
upon Idumea ; and of this Country was 706, 
Job 11. From Hull are defcended the Inha- 
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Noah’s fecond Son, Ham, had Ufue Guft, 
Mizraim, Pur, and Canaan, 

Cujb, from whom Arabia the Stony, and 
the Defart,was originally denominated. Thefe 
Countries were atcerwards overcome by the 
Pofterities of Abraham, the Edomites, and the 
Ifraclites, and by them pofleffd. The eldeft 
Son of Cufb was Nimro{ the great Haa'er, and 
the firft Tyrant in the World; he began ins 
Reign in Bab;lon,buile Nineveh, Gea. Cizp.10. 
he was the Father of Stea, Havila, Subrs , 
Rama,and Subtecha. From Shebaare dzfcended 
the Dwellers of Arabia the Stony and Detart; 
as aliothe Sabeans from Havilah ; not hin 
of the fame name before mentioned amoagtt 
the Children of joktan, of the Race of Sim, 
Gen.10.25. for he is thought to have poet 
the Golden Chzrfonejzs towards the Ganges ; 
whereas this had for his Lot Guea in Af - 
ca, both the one and the other Havila%s, 
abounding in Gold. Trom S.itab were de- 
{cended the Inhabitants of drab:acnetlappy, 
where there was fometime a City called Sad- 
botha. From Rama were defcended the People 
that inhabit that part of 4ratia the Happy, 
that borders on the Perfizn Sea, where Ptolemy 
places the City of Riegaze : The Sons of 

Rama were Shzba, the Father of the Erhio- 
piansand the Abyfius ; and Dedan, who was 
the Original of the Troglodytes, as may be 
gathered by the Merchandize mentioned in 
Ezekiel 27. 15. and 38. 13. And from Shiba 
came the Queen of Saba, or Sheba, to King 
Solomon, 1 King. ro. 1. and here Reigned the 
Mighty Queen Candaces, Atts 8.27. And 
from Subtecha defcended thofe of Arabia the 
Happy. ‘ 
Mirori from whom are defcended (hefide 
the Egyptians , who in Scripture bear thar 
Name) thofe of Ludim, or the Lydizns of 
Mauritania; Hananim, the Inhabitants ot 
Marmarica and Cyreneans 5 Leavin, the 
People of Lybia ; Naptiubim , thole of Ne- 
midia ; Pathrufim , thofe of Pathros, and the 
adjacent parts in Egypt ; Ca/lubin, the Inha- 
bitants of Gaffsres, lying in the Entrance of 
dis; and the Capbru- 
rims, (that is, the Inhabitants of Sieur and o- 
ther adjacent Countries ): From thele People 
are defcended the Piilftins and Gaphtorin, 


. ‘a: - d 32.3. Deut.2.22. 
bitants of Palnyrene, or Armenia: From Ge~ Gen.10.14. and 3 wre 
ther defcended the Badriansor thofe of Apa Pur, who poffeft chat part ha a an pa 
mea; and from Majb defcended the People of thereis a River that bears thac Name ; an 


Pieriah, Comagens, and CyrePica; others allot 


tohim Mtyfia. 


alfo Namdia , and other Countries towards 
the South of Maur:tanis,and Africa the Leis , 
A2 . | are 
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are now Called Barbary, Numidia, and Bile- 
dulgerid ; andthofe Lands further Southwards 
are called Azamaga, Gualata, Guinea, or the 
Land of the Negroes. 

Canaan, from whom defcended the Cana- 
anites; the Sidonites, fo called from Sidon the 
eldeft Son of Canaan ; the Hittites, Sebufites, 
Amorites, Girgafités, Hivites, Arkites, Sinites, 
Aradites, Zemarites, and the Hamathites ; 
and their Countries extended from Sidon unto 
Gazs, ere. Gen. 10.19. but almoft all this 
Land of Caxasn was (forthe many grievous 
Sinsofits Inhab:tants)by God’s Command,gi- 
ven foran Inheritance to the Seed of doratsm. 

. Noah’s third Son was Zaphet, who had Iifue 
Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Mefzc, and 
Siras. / 
Gomer, whofe Off-fpring inhabited to the 
North of dfs Minor, were Askenas, the Fa- 
ther of che Inhabitants of Pontus and Bithy- 
nia; they were called Afcanians, and held 
by the Scribes to be the Father of the Ger- 
mans and French. Riphat, the Original of 
the Findlanders, Laplanders, and the Inhabi- 
tants of Condors, Obdova , and Fougéria ; 
where are the Hills of Riphai, called by the 
Inhabitants the Girdle of the World ; and 
Zogarma, from whom are derived ( according 
to fome) theCapadocians, according to others 
the Armenians, and according to others thofe 
of Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, 

Magog, the Father of the Scythians and 
Tartars. 

Madai, the Father of the Medes, 2 Kings 
17-6. Jofhuar3.17. Jer. 25.25. Dan. 5. 28. 
and 6. 1. and 8. 20. 

Javan, the Father of the Greeks, moft 
efpecially from him firft called Jonians ; his 
Sons were Elifa; from whom fprang the 
olvans, and the Inhabitants of the Pelopo- 
nefas , now called the Morea , Ezek. 37. 7. 
Tarfis, from whom defcended the Spaniards, 
others fay the Cilicians, whofe Capital Ciry 
was Tarfis, the Birth-place of Saint Paul. 
Kittim,who (according to Scripture) are thofe 
of Cyprus, Macedonia, and Italy. Dodanim, 
from whom caine the Dor‘ans, comprehending 
thofe of Caria, Rhodes, and Sicily, or (as O- 
thers will have it ) the Ancient Gzu/s, inha- 
biting along the River RAine.: 

Tubal, from whom defcended the JIberians, 
Albanians, and (fome fay) the Spaniards. 

Mefec, the Father of the Mpfians, or the 
Mufcovites, Poles, and other People, that ufe 
the Sclavonian Language. 


Tiras, from whom came the Thracians, and 
the Turks. 

The Blefing which Noah gave to Japhet 
came uponhim, when he faid , God fpread 


forth Japhet, and let him dwell in the Tents - 


of Shem , and let Canaan be his Servant. 
Which Bleffing is accomplifhed, God giving 
him the Third and Fourth Monarchy of the 
World. 

The firft Defcendents of Noah, and his 
Three Sons, having but one Language {po- 
ken amongft them , undertook to build a 
Tower, whofe Top fhould reach to Heaven ; 
which the LORD being offended with, fenta 
Confufion of Languages amongft them, fo 
thar they were conftrained (as not under- 
ftanding one another ) to quit their defign ; 
infomuch that the Name of that place was 
called Babel, becaufe the LO R D did here 
confound their Language , and from hence 
difperft them into all Parts of the Earth, 
Gen. 1. 9. 

Not far from this Babelis the City of Ur, 
the Dwelling place of Terah, or Tare, who was 
the Father of Abram, and Grandfather of 
Lot 3 who all departed together from this 
City, and came to Haren, where Terah died, 
Gen. 11. 31. And foon after that Abram 
( according to the Commandment of God } 
departed with his Nephew Zot , and came 
into the Land of Cangan, Sojourning about 
Sichem, near the Plain or Foreft of Merch, 
Not long after he removed from thence, and 
pitched his Tents between Bethel and Hai, 
where he built an lar, and called on 
the Name of the LORD, Gen. 12. 8. 
From thence he drew Southwards, and 
they took up their Dwelling between Be- 
thel and Hai; but that Country being not 
large enough for him, and his Nephew, by 
reaion of the abundance of their Cattle , 
they feparated ; Lot chufing the Vale of 
Siddim, along the River Jordan, pitching his 
Tents as far as Sodom, Gen. 13. 12. and Abram 
went and dwelt near Hebron, in the Plains 
of Mamre, Gen. 13. 18. Here it was that 
Jbmael was Born to him of bis Handmaid ; 
Ifaac is promifed , and his Name changed 
from Abram to Abraham, Gen. 16,17. Thence 
Abraham drawing Southward, he planted 
himfelf berween Kedifb and Shur, and So- 
journed as a Stranger in Gerar, Gen. 20.1. 

At Gerar, Abraham received a Command 
from God, to facrifice hisSon Jfaac upon one 
of the Mountains of Moriah; but Ged ha- 

Ving 
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ving hereby made fufficient proof of his 
Fait and Obedience hindred the execution 
thereof , and promifed him his Benediétion, 
and provides a Ram for a Burnt-Offering in- 
ftead of Ifaac. From thence Abraham goes 
and inhabits at Beerfheba, Gen. 22. 19 thence 
to Kirjarth- Arba, which is Hebron ; where his 
Wife Sarah Died, and was buried in the 
Cave of Machpelah, over again{t Mamre, 
Gen.23.19. After this, Abraham taking an 
Oath of Fidelity of his Servant, fent him to 
Nahor in Mefopotamia, to feck from amongit 
thofe of his Kindred a Wife for his own Son 
Iaac, who obtained Rebecca ( the Daughter 
of Bethsel ) and brings her into Canaan; 
where J/ace met her near the Well Lahavol, 
which is about a League diftant from his 
e, Gn. 24. . 
ee y 175 years of Age dies, and 
is buried (by his Sons Jfase and Momael ) in 
the Cave of Machpelah, neat Sarah his Wife. 
Ifeac till then having made his Abode in the 
Valley of Gerar, returned to Beerfbeba ; but 
the Children of Jbmael ( Oe ere Prin- 
ces ) pofleft the Land of the efert of Shur, 
and extended as far as Havilah, Gen. 25. 18. 
This large extent of Ground was extream 
barren, and therefore called Arabia Deferza, 
and was firtt poffeft by the Children of Cup, 
who were drove out by the Pofterity of 
Tfhmael. 
sri had two Sons and Twins, Efau and 
Facob; and Jacob ( who was the youngett ) 
by his Subtiley and Artifice deprived Efau 
of his Birth-right for a Mefs of Potage, and 
alfoof his Father's Benedittion ; whereupon 
Efau fought to killhim; bue by the Counfel 
of his Parents he retired to Padan-dram, 
unto Laban his Mothers Brother ; and Tra- 
velling by Night, took up his Lodging in 
the Fields near Zwz, gathering up Stones for 
his Pills , and lay down to fleep thereon ; 
and then he Dreamed, or had a Vifion of 
a Ladder, whofe Top reached up to Heaven, 
and the Angels of the LOR D afcending 
and defcending: Here he received the Pro- 
mife of Ged, and for a Memorial he reared 
up the Stone , of which he had made his Pil- 
lox, and poured Oil on it, and called the 
Name of the place Bethel, Gen. 27. From 
thence in the Morning he Travelled towards 
the People of the Eaft, where he met Rachel, 
the Daughter of his Uncle Leban,near Haran, 
and declares toher his Affinity; who ftraitway 
runs to her Father, and informs him thereof ; 


who came outto meet him,and kindly receives 
him, Gen. 29. 13. Jacob ferved Laban 20 years, 
as well for histwo Daughters which he had 
Married , as for the Sallary agreed on be- 
tween them; which (by the Blefling of God) 
being wonderfully improved , procured bin: 
the Envy not only of Laban's Sons , but of 
himfelf ‘alfo ; upon which he refolved to get 

rivately away, and retire into Canaan with 
his Flocks and his Family; and having paft 
the Euphrates in that tra& of Way as ts fet 
down in the Map, Numb. 18. and kept on 
his Journey as far as Mount Gilead , he was 
overtaken on the feventh Day by Latan, 
who purfued him: But Laan being admo- 
nifh'd from Heaven, not tobure Fac, he 
dealt kindly with him, anda firm League and 
Covenant was made berween them ; and here 
they rais'd an Heap of Sronss in Memorial of 
the Covenant, and called the name thereof 
Gilead, and Mizpab, Gen.31. and from chence 
Laban returned home in peace. 

Face having inan Amicable manmertaken 
leave of his Father-in-Law , and going for- 
ward of his Journey , meets two Hofts of 
Angels appointed for his Safeguard, and 
named the place Mahanaim , and afterwards 
there builds a Town of the fame Name. 
From hence Jacob, and all his Family, pafs 
overthe Ford of the Brook Fatback, Gen. 32. 
22. And here it was that Jacob wreftled with 
Ged, was again Bleffed of him, and obtained 
the Name of Jjrael, wherefore he called the 
name of the place Pentel, Gen. 22. 

Here he met his Brother Eau, who came 
againft him with goo Men, neverthelefs they 
Embraced each other, and parted Friendly, 
Efauto his Dwellings in the Mountain Ser, 
and Jacob pafling the River Jordan went 
from Succoth, and took his Habitation near 
Sichem in Canaan; and after the Murther 
of the Sichemites , upon the account of his 
Daughter Dinsh, Gen. 34. he came to Bethel, 
and there built an d/tar unto the L O R D. 
From hence he advanced ‘towards Ephrath, 
which is Bethlehem, and within a little way 
of the Place, Rachel died with the hard La- 
bour of her Son Benjamin, and was there 
Buried, Gen. 35.19. and 48. 7- Ifroel parting 
thence, he pitcheth his Zents towards the 
Tower of Heder; from thence he goes to 
Vific his Father ifeat in Mamre, at the City of 
Arkak, Gen. 35- ; . 

Iaac belie @ 8o years old, Dies, and his 
two Sons (E/ax and Jacob) Bury him py be . 
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Father Morahan, in the Cave ox Sepulchre of 
Machpelah. 

Iracl being compelled by Famine, which 
fore raged in the Land, and being invited 
by his Son Fofeph, goes into Egypt , that is, 
the Land of Ham; where Jofeph receives him 
withJoy and Dury, and entertains bim with 
great Kindnefs and Liberality, giving him 
and his Fanuly , which were 70 Perfons, 
¢ withthe confene of Pharaoh) the Land of 
Gofben tor an Habitation. And Jae! being 
very Old, died here, and was carried by his 
Son ‘fofeph, and the reft of his Brethren, 
together with a great Train of Eryptians , 
very Magnificently into the Land of Cazaan, 
and Buried inthe Sepulchre of his Father 
and Grandfather ac Machpelah, as aforefaid, 
Gen. $0. 13- 

And this is the Sum of whatis requifite to 
be faid, for the underftanding and ufe of this 
Map. . 

{> In my large Volumes of the Hiftory 
of the Bible,tmere are four Maps, as alfo the 





The Contents of the 


Ma- of Jerufalem; Viz. ix the Old Tefta- 
ment,that of Paradife; and that of the 40 years 
Travels of the fraelites; nd in the New 
Teftament, the Map of Canaan ; and thar of 
the Travels and Voyages of the Apoftles. Of 
thefe Maps, that of the go years Travels of 
the Ufraelites, comprebnds all that of Canaan ; 
and that of the Travels of the Apoftles, al? 
that of Paradile, which takes up rhe Eaftern 
part from the Ifland of Cyprus. dnd confidering 
that thele four large Maps , with thar of 
Jerufalem, tobe felded up, can’t well be bound 
tu this fmall Volume : Therefore “tis thoughe 
batter to omit that of Paradile, and shat of 
Canaan, than to engrave then all in funall, 
futtable tothis Volume; wherefore I foal infert 
in th: Old Teftament, thar of Jerufalem , 
with that of the Ifraelices 40 years Travels, 
which being but thin of Words, will admit of 
a fmaller Scale: And in the New Teftament, 
that of the Travels of the Apoftles, which is 
to be placed before their Lives. 





Firft Book of Mofes 


Called GENESIS. 


His Bok is called GENESIS, 

which Word in Greek fenifics Gene- 
ration, Original, Birth, Genealogy ; becaufe 
in it are Jet down in the Beginning of all 
things, ( which may be called their Genera- 
tion, Gen. 2. 4.) whether Vifible or Invifible, 
which GOD in the Beginning created out of 
Nothing, by his Word ; and particularly that 
of Man , adorned with the nage of God , 
and made him Licutenant upon Earth , to 
govern his Creatures, and placed in Para- 
dite, 10 live there happy and content; and to 
enjoy eternally (in an of his perfevering in 
Obedience) the Felicity of that Life, whereof 
be had an affured Pledge given him in the 
Tree of Lite. 

Here the. Ff Reafon is given of the Obfer- 
vation of the Sabbath, as alfo the firft Infti- 
sution of Holy Marriage. Here we find the 
beginning of Sin, of Death, and of all forts 
of Mifesics, which like a Deluge have over- 


flown all Mankind , by the Difobedience of 
Adam and Eve, in Eating the Forbidden 
Fruit. 

Here we find alfo the Firft Promife of 
Grace and Redemption , by rhe Seed of’ tie 
Woman, whom God would fond of his meer 
Mercy, to bruile the Head of the Serpent, 
( who had tempted Man to this Tran{greffion ) 
to abolifh Sin and Death, and 10 refiore 
2 Mg the loft Blefing of. Righteoufnels and 

ife. 

We find alfo in this Book, the Beginnsn, 
of bie Do€lin of Salvation : of Tas: Reli- 
gion, and the Pure Worfhip of God, which 
was eftablifhed by this Fir Promite; and 
confequently of the Church, mot only cares 
fully gathcred-by the Miniftry of Adam; Abel, 
Seth, Enoch , Noah, aud Others; bxt alfe 
gracionfly preferved by God until Noah. 

Moreover, in this Book we smeet with the 
Original of the Apoftate. Race of Cain, who 

. Separated 
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parsed thembctzes from the Holy People sy 
finer renoineing the Truth, corrupting the Wor- 
thip of God, and Gontcmpe of Godlinefs ; and 
Lifity, by che Enormity of their abominable 
Crimes, drew down upon themfelves the Judg- 
ment of ive Flood, fram which Noah only, and 
is Family, efeapee. 
_ Baek a, alle the beginning of the 
Worlds Reftauration, efter the fevere Jude- 
ment of: the Deluge; the Original of Natis 
ons ; rhe firft Promife of the Calling of the 
Gentiles ; te beginning of the firft Mo- 
narchy ; the Confufion of Languages ; and 
the fire Genealogy ; i which Mofes bis 
principal Aim was, 10 fer forth the Re- 
efiablijtnent of the Church, which proceeding 
from the fonall number of Noah’s Family , 
and afterwards continuing for forme time in 
rhatof Shem, fell at laf totaly into Idolatry ; 
and thangh Melchitedek , aud his Family, 
were fome-Remains ef the Church, yet it 
picafcd God 10 filet one particular Lamily 


Notwithflanding this, God commands him to 
offer up bis own. Son 5 and the God” did not 
Juffer him to effett it, yet he fhewed bis per- 
fc Obedience, which “was recompenced by @ 
renewing of the former Promites made tor 
him. 
From Maac, the Inheritance of the Promifes. 
paffed to Jacob, to whom the Birth-right was: 
defigned by God, as, well as fold to him by his 
elder Brother Elan, and ratified to him by his: 
Father’s blefling. : 

From Jacob it paffed to his Pofterity, as: 
appears by bis Prophetical Blefing of his 
Sons. And God having chofen this Family: 
to himfelf, maintained them in the Truth of 
his Doftrine , and Purity of his Worthip, 
governed them by his Word and Spirit; pro- 
refted them azainft their Enemies , exeretfed 
them with many Affi&tions, comforted thew. 
under their Sufferings with his fecret Com-- 
munications, and refeued them by unexpected 
Deliverances : Not Sut that many humarm 


ris, from amongft all the Pofterity of Infirmities appeared fomctimes in the beft of 


tor bini! 


Shem, to difinguifh them from al otner Peo- them, which God gra 


ple, and to fanttifie and confecrate them to bim- 
elf, 
: i this purpafe, of fis meer Mercy hz chofe 
Abram and bis Polterity, baeving called him 
to kave Ur of the Chaldeans, mere he 
ferved Tdols, t9 go to Canaan 5; prowifing 
him (among? other Bleffngs) Tha: the Met 
fiah should be born of bis Seed, and making 
aCovenant with him, rasifying it by the 
Mark of Circumcifion. After which Waac 
was born to him, in whom his Seed was to 
be called; and not in Ifhmael , who was 
born to bim by Hagar, or the Children born 
so him by Kerurah , after Sarahs Dearh. 


cioufly pardoned for the 
fake of the Mefliah, whom they embraced with 
a true and lively Faith, accompanied with true: 
and ferious Repentance. ; 
Thefe things are wery lively reprifented ix 
divers Rencounters of Abraham ana Waac in 
Canaan in Egypt, and in Gerar, as well as of 
Jacob and foteph és Canaan, Mefopotamia - 
and Egypt: dud laft of all they died, bean 
wing moft evident Teftimonies of their Confie 
dence in the Promifes of God, both Temporal ; 
and Eternal. The laft of them alk was Joteph, . 
who allo is the laft whofe Death is recited in this 
Book, which contains the Uiftosy of above 


2300 Tears, 
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3 l 1 j GEN.I. 


The Creation of the WORLD. 


GOD Creates the Heavens and the Earth, and in Six Days doth People it 
with all forts of Creatures. 


VW went about to Create the 
World and all that therein is, the firft 
Anno Mundit. before thing he began with, was 
Fifus Cri goog years. nothing but Matter with- 
out Form ;.a confufed and obfcure Chaos, 
without that excellene Beauty, and that 
admirable Order, which afterwards appear- 
edin the World ; For Darkuefs was upon the 
face of the Deep, and the Spirit of GOD 
moved upon the face of the Waters. “The Scrip- 
ture tells us, That God finifhed this great 
Work in fix days. 

In the firft Day, He commanded that there 
fhould be Light, and there was Light ; andhe 
divided the Light from the Darknefs ; the 
Light hecalled Day, andthe Darknefs Night. 

The Second Day he made the Firmament, 
which he called Heaven ; dividing the Waters 
which were under the Férmament, from thofe 
above the Firmazment. 

The Third Day he feparated the Dry Land 
from the Waters under the Heaven, which he’ 
gathered together unto one place _ the Dry 
Land he called Earrh, and the Warers he 
called Seas. Then next, Godcommanded the 
Earth to bring. forth Grafs, and all forts of 
Herbs yielding Seed, and all forts of Fruit-Trees 
yielding Fruit after their kind, whofe feed is 
in it felf, that they might multiply and in- 
creafe, each according to its Kind. 

The Fourth Day, God made thofe two great 
Luminaries in the Firmament of the Heaven, 
which we call Sw:.and Moon; the Sun to 
Rule the Day, and the Mcon the Night ; and 
to be (by their Regular Motions) for Sigus and 
for Seafons, and for Days, and tor Years. He 
madealfo the Stars, which he placed likewife 
in the Firmament,to fhine inthe Night feafon, 

On the Fifth Day ,God pated from the Crea- 
tion of Inanimate, to that of Liv.ng Crea- 
pures ; and it was in the Waters thac he began 
with forming fuch Creatures,as were endow’d 
with Life and Motion: He produced an inii- 
nite multicude of Fifhes of all forts, forms, 
and {izes ; and bade them, to Increafe and 
Multiply. Immediately after the Creation | of 
Fifhes) God proceeded to that of Fow!s, which 


were alfo created out of the Ses, and the 
fame Day that Fifhes were; them alfo he 
commanded , to Multiply in the Earth, and 
would have them fly above the Earth in the 
open Firmament of Heaven: And God bleffed 
them, faying, Be fruitful and multiply. 

nthe Sixth Day, God commanded the 
Earth likewife to produce the Living Crea- 


tures after his kind, Cattle and Creeping:. 


Things, and Beafts of the Earth after their 
kind. The fame Day he Created Man alfa, 
which (tho’ the laft) was to be the moft per- 
fe&t of all his Creatures, and for whofe fake 
all other Things were Created ; feeing of all 
the Zerreftrial Creatures, Man alone is capa- 
ble of the Knowledge and Love of his Crea- 
tor. And. 

On the Seventh, God Refted from his Mork, 


and therefore He confecrated that Day parti- | 


eularly, for his Worfbip and Service. 

Indeed, Mofes mentions nothing concern- 
ing the Creation of Angels ; but yet the 4n- 
cient Fathers areof Opinion, That they were 
then Created, when Ged fpeak thefe Words, 
Let there be Light: And S. Auftin according- 
ly does take the Separation which Ged made 
of Light from Darknefs, to be nothing elfe 
than the Separation He made betwixt <ngels 
and Devils. GOD defign’d then to thew 
(in the very beginning of the World, and by 
the Example of fome of his moft excellence 
Creatures } That there isnotrue Happinefsto 
be found, bu¢ in a conftant Union with, and 
Dependance upon him ; and that he would 
caft down from the higheft Top of Happi- 
nefs and Glry, into the deepeft Pit of Mary 
and Shame, thofe who ungratefully forgetting 
his Benefits, fhould attribute to themfelves, 
that which they had received from him : 
And as he hath given us (in his Holy Angels) 
an excellene and’ everlafting Model of the 
inviolable Fidelity we owe to him ; fo the 
dreadful Punifhment he hath awarded the 
Devils, is a ftanding Monument of his aver- 
fion againft Pride, and a never to be forgor- 
ten Inftance of what the Scripture faith, That 
God refifteth the Proud, but gives Grace to the 
Humble. THE 
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GEN! [2] 9 
Che Creation of Wan, and. Fownation of Coma, 

GO D having Created Man, placed bim in Paradife, and cominanded 

him, Not to eat of the Freit of the Tree ef. the Kuowledge-ef Good 


and Evil. oon 
Frer GOD had Created Heaven, the 


Earth , and. the nee A and ee . 
fore Fefus Chri ive a Mafter to the Mr 

ee Je had made Man after his’ 
own Image , of the Duitof rhe Ground, and 
breathed into bis Noftrils the Breath of Life ; 
He bleft him, and faid, Increafe and Mul- 
tiply, and replenifh the Earth, and fubdue it ; 
He gave him Sovereignty over the Fifb in 
the Sea, overthe Fowls of the dir, and over 
every Beaft, and every Living thing that 
moveth on the Zerth: He alfo gave him eve-' 
ry Herb bearing Sced , and every Tree bearing 
Fruit, for meat : He placed hint in tat Pare 
dife, which he had planted himfelf,and WB 
in he could plentifully enjoy’ all thar Spuld 
be imagined in a Garden moft delightful to 

the Eyzsy and moft pleafant to the Tafte. 
This Garden was Eaftward in Eden, and a. 
River went out of Eden to water the Garden, 
and from thence it was parted and became 
into four Heads; the Name of the firft is Pi-" 
fon, the fecond Gihon, the third Hiddekel, and: 
the fourth Euphrates; which bears the fame 
nametothisday. | ss. - 
There was in the midft of that Paradife’ 
the Tree of Life, andthe Tree of Knowledge of | 
Good and Evil; which Trees the ‘Lord God’ 


commanded him notto eat of, faying, That in 
the day thou eateft thereof thou fhalt die. 


GOD putting Man into that Garden to drefs 
it, andto keep é¢ (faith the Scripture ) would 
give him an occafion to’ fhew his Fidelity to. 
his Maker, and his readinefs to depend upon 

him, as his Supream Mafter, and only Bene- 
fatfor : Therefore after that he gave a Com-. 
mand moft juft in ie felf , and moft eafie to 
be obey’d ; Of every Tree of theGarden (faith 

God to him) shou maift freely eat ; but of the 
Tree of Knowledge of Goed and Evil, thou foale 

not eat : For in the day thou eateft thereof, thou 

foale furely die. 

Then afterwards the L O R D brought be- 
fore Adam, every Beaft of the Feld, and évery 
Fowl of the ‘dir, Which he had formed out of 
the Ground, to fee ( faith Mofes ) what ‘he would 
call them ; And whatloever Adam called every 


a ec 


Living Greature, that wae the Name th-reof 
And Adam gave Names to all Gattel, and to - 
the Fowl of the Air, and to every Beaft of the 
Field ; and that ( without doubt ) according 
to the feveral Natures and Properties which 
he had obferved in them. fag 

~ Bur as Adam was fill aléne of his “kind, 
and thar there was not found ‘amongft all 
other Creatures, which God had ‘brought be- 
fore him, an Help, nor a Companion meet 


for him; The LORD faid, If # not good for 


Maz to be alone, I will make ‘an ‘Help meet 
for him. And the Lord God caufed a Deep 
Sleep to fall upon him ; and: while he flept, 


” He took one of his Ribs , and clofed up the 


Flefo inftead’ thereof: And the Rib ( faith 
Mofes ) which the Lord God. hath taken from 


- Man, made he. Woman, and.broaght her unte 


the Man. As foon as Adam faw her, ‘he pre-. 
fently faid, That fhe was Bone of bis Bone, * amd: 
Flefh of his Flefh ; That fhe fhould be called. 
Woman, - becaufe ‘fhe was taken’ out’ of Man ; 
and that therefore Man in all future - Ages, 


: ( from- that time forth ) foould <p: oe bis F- 
. ther and his Mother, and. rien aa? bis 


Wife’, and be ‘both but one Flefh’s ‘And’ they 


of were both Naked, ‘the Max and his Wife, and 


were not afhamed. + 

GOD ‘gave in the Firlt Adem, a plain 
and fenfible reprefentation of all that which 
fhould long after befal the Second’: And the 


' Ancient Fathers.do. tell us,. That the Deep 


Step of Adam, wasthe Figure of Jefus Chrift 
Sleeping upon the: Cros,’ becaufe it was then 
that the Church was formed by jes Chrift: 
And that the Water and Blood, that iffued 
forth from his Pierced Side, were the Foxn- 


thin and Spring from whence our Sacraments 


did flow. The Divine Bridegroom leaving 
in fome manner his Father in Heaven , came 
down upon Earth,to joyn himfelf eternally to 
his Bride the Ghurch; and having made us 
worthy to be joyned with him by a Spiritual 
and inexpreffible way of Marriage: He may 
now truly fay of his Church, what ddam faid 
of Eve, That fhe is. the Flefh of his Fiefh, an 
Bone of bis Bone. 

THE 
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3] GEN. I. 


“THE FALL OF 4D4M. 


The Devil makes zfe of the Serpent 


to tempt Eve, to eat of the Fors 


bidden Fruit : She eats it, and gives it to Adam, to eat alfo, 


A= and Eve had hardly begun’ to 
enjoy the Pleafures and Delights of 


4005 Tearsbelre  Paradife, but the Devil (who™ 


Fefus Crypt - was already fallen by Pride, 
and could notcopfequently fee without Ex- 
wy the Fidelity and Happinefs of thofe two 
Innocent Creatures, which were more obedient 
and fubjét to GOD, tho’ they were living 
upon Earth, and in Bodies made out of the 
Earth, than he had been with all the Advan- 
tages of his Spirituai Nature, and of his liv- 
ing in the Prefence of GOD in Heaven ) 
refalved to affault them, that fo by undoing 
and vitiating them that were to be the Flock 
of Mankind, he might undo at once their whole 
Pofterity. . . . 

To that end, he made ufe of the Serpent, 
( the moft fabtil of all Beafts ) and fet upon 
the Woman, as judging her of the two, the 
moft ‘likely. to be prevail’d upon , and the 
moft eafie to. be. drawn into. a compliance : 
Tea, (faith hé to the Woman) hath God faid, 
Ve foall.not eat of every Tree of the Garden? 
Now. Eve,:inftead of fhutting her Earsto his 
Seducing Words, anfwered him and faid, We 
may edt of the Fruit of all the Trees of the 
Garden; but of the Fruit of the Tree which 


isin the midft of the Garden, GOD hath faid,. 


ye foall not eat of it, neither foall, ye touch it, 
LR 6 Bibs oO 
The Devil having thus far infinuated him- 
felf into. her Favour,made no more f{crupleto 
affure her, .(againft Ged’s exprefs Word) that 
they fhould not die ; he boldly afcrib’d the 
Prohibirign of God to a bafe Envy.: God knows 
(faith he ) shat in the day ye eat thereof, that 
jane Eyes foall be opened; and ye foall be as Gods, 
Enowing Good dad Evil, > | 
Eve was eafily feduced by thefe Promifes, 
and then her looking toolong ypon the Forbid- 
den Feuit,did foon after bring about the Devil’s 
Defign,and her own Deltruftion ; for inftead 
of keeping her Eyes off from Jooking upon 
the Fruit, which was forbidden. her, fhe lookt. 
upon it withdeleCtation,and was well pleafed 


to fee, that it was pleafant to the Eye, and 
fo fancying it was fo too to the Tafe ; the 
put forth her Hand, took it, and eat it. 

Thus Sin entred intothe World by a Wo- 
man ; for after fhe had eaten of that Fruit, 
fhe gave fome alfo to Adam, who was not 
feduced by Satan, but prevailed upon by his 


Foolith and Uxorious Complaifance. He had . 


not ( as the Aucient Fathers do obferve it ) fo 
much firmnefs and refolution in Peradife, as 
job had afterwards upon his Dunghil ; he 
chofe to difobey GOD, rather than to difoblige 
h3s Wife. Such wasthe Fall that hath been 
ever fince , and fhall be to the End of the 
World , the Caufe of fo many Evils and 
Miferies. This was the Sin which the Fathers 
call, Unfpeakable in its Greatnefs, which kil- 
ling the Children in the Father, maketh us 
obnoxious to Death, and Slaves to Satan,even 
before we are born; for the Devil having 
made Adam hisSlave, hath got a juft Right 
now over all his Children. 

- The Danger of this deep Wound , thews, 
that we cannot fufficiently cherifh and ad- 
mire the Grace of him, who is come among 
usto Cure it. The.continual Thankfulnefs 
we owe toGOD for it, ought to infpire us 
with a generous abhorrence againft all the 
Temptations of the Devil, who remembring 
always the fuccefs of his firft Artifies, endea- 
vours ftill every Day, to perfwade us on all 
occafions, that we may innocently and fafely 
do that which GOD hath forbidden us. 

But as Eve was made fenfible at aft, that 
the Threatnings of GOD weretrue, and the 
Promifes of the Devil falfe ; we ought alfo 


-to be fully perfwaded, that the-Threatnings 


of GOD againft Sinners are very true ; and 
fo we oughtto look upon all the falfe Inter- 
pretations wherewith the Devil endeavours to 
falfifie them, and {0 to fruftrate God's defign, 
as fo many malicious and vain Artifices, by 
which he ftill attempts to deceive the CAil- 
dren, as he then, did the Father. 


THE 
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—4] oor 


THE PUNISHMENT OF 4D 4¥% 


GOD drives Adam and Eve ( after their Fall ) out of PRaradife, cad 
places the Cherubims to keep them out. : : 


HE fir Effet which Adam and Eve 
did feel, asa Conflequence of their un- 
Befivecrift happy Fall, was to fee that they 
qoc2 Tears, were Naked ; they were not fen- 
fible , or at leaft not afhamed of their Ne- 
kednefs , as Jong as they continued in the 
State of Innocency , becaufe they were then 
pure like ngels,and their Bsdy was perfectly 
fubje& to the Soul. It was then, immediately 
after their Fall, that they begun to be afha- 
med, andto take Fg-Ledves to cover their 
Nakednefs. 

As foon as they heard afterwards the 
Voice of God walking in the Garden, inftead 
of rejoycing at it, as they had always done 
before, they fled from his Prefence, and hid 
themfelves amongft the Trees. And GOD 
calling Adam, faying, Adam, Where art thou? 
He anfwered and faid, Hearing thy Voice inthe 
Garden, I was afraid to appear before thee, 

\becaufe I was Naked, and 1 hid my felf. 
And the LORD faid, Wéo told thee, that thon 
waft Naked? Haft thou eaten of the Tree, 
which I commanded thee not to eat of 2 

GOD having upbraided him with his Défo- 
bed:ence, which alone had difcovered his 
Nakednels to him, he excufed himfelf, and 


. accufed his Wife; The Woman (faith he) whom 


(fairh he to the Woman) thon fhads bring forth 
Childrens, and thy deftre fball be to thy Huf- 
band, and he fhall Rule ovcr thee. And unto 
dam lie faid , Beeaufe thaw baft hearkned 
unto the Voice of thy Wife, and haf eaten of 
the Tree, &c. eurfed is the Ground for thy 
fake, Thorns and Thiftles fhall it bring forth 
to thee; in the Sweat of thy Face foalt thou 
eat Bread, till thou return unto the Ground, 
for out of it waft thon taken; for Duft thou 
art, and unto Dift fhale thou return. 

He made them alfo Coats of Skins; and 
then he faid, Behold the Man is “become as 
one of us, 10 know Good and Evil; Let us 
therefore prevent lis eating of the Tree of 
Life, lef he live for ever. So th LORD 
drove the Man out of the Garden of Eden, 
and placed at the Eaft of it Cherubims, and 
a Flaming-Sword, which turned evcry way, to 
to keep theWay of rhe Tree of Life. 

Thus they were expelled out of that De- 
licious place, to lament their Sin and Mifery 
in the other parts of the Esrth : In which 
they faw every where the fad effets of their 
Rebellion ; they remembred the Happinefs 
they were formerly poffeft off; and being - 
fentible of the Mifery they had brought upon 
themfelves, this Melancholy Comparifon of 


thou gaveft to be with me, fhe gave me of their former and prefent Condition, ( which 


the Tree, and I did eat. The Woman being 
ask’d, why fhe had done fo? excufed her 
felf in the like manner , and caft the blame 
of her Siz upon the Serpent; faying, The Ser- 
pent beguiled me, and Idid eat. But GOD 
admitting of no fuch Excufes, fortheir Vin- 
dication in violating his Lew, did prefently 
curfe the Serpent, the firft Author of it ; 
faying, Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art 
curled above al Cattel, and above every Beaft 
of the Field; upon thy Belly fhalt thou go, and 
Duft foalt thou eat all the days of thy Life 
And 1 will put Enmity between thee ands tig 
Woman, and between thy Seed and her Seed: 





it foall bruife thy Head, and thow fhale bruift 


his Heel. 
He pronounced afterwards his Sentence 
againft both dam and Eve: In Sorrow 


they could make then by their own woful 
Experience , much better than we can now ) 
caft them into a deep Sorrow. 

The Confideration of fo many Children, of 
whom they were the Murtherers, before wey 
were Parents, pierced them to the Heart ; fo 
that ifthey were the firft Authors of Sin,they 
were alfo the firft Patterns of Pemitence. 

All Men are infinitely beholding to that 
Saviour, who hath repaired the Lofs and 
Prejudice they all fuffered by dam's Fall, in 
fuch advantagious a manner, that the Church 


~may now call his Sin an Happy and an Ujeful 


Sin. The Confideration of this Future, but 
certain Reparation , was the only comfort 
Adam and Evehad, to mitigate theirs Sorrow 
and Grief. 
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GEN. IV.. 


THE MURTHER OF 4BEL. 


Cairr being tranfported with Envy againft his Brother Abel, enticed 
him into the Fields, and flew him, 


Ne of the faddeft effe&ts of Adam's Sin, 

was the Murtherof bel his Son. The 

Anno Mundi 128, Devil, not contented with. 
tefure Gift, 3872. the wrong he had done to 
Man, by corrupting his Soul, and fubje&ting ic 
to Sin,foon gave another inftance of his Malice 
againft his Body; for when he faw that tel 
was careful of pleafing Ged, and of ferving 
him faithfully, hs prefently filled the Heart 


of Cain with Envy again him 


Abel being a Shepherd, offered always in Sa- 
crificethe beft of his Flacks; fo Cain did fome 
of his Fruits,asbeing an Hisbandman : But God 
perceiving his Malice againft his Brother, had 
no refpect tohis Sacrifice, but rejected it; and 
on the contrary, was well pleafed with sbel’s 5 
which did fo exafperate Cain, that the more 
Favour God. fhewed Abel; the more did he hare 
andenvy him. Then was feen the firft Figure 
and Reprefintation of that which was to conti- 
nue in all Ages of the Church ; viz. That Good 
min foould live among ft the Wicked, and be fore'd 
to fuffer their unjuft Dealings and Perfecutions. 

Ged himfelf endeavourad by his Word,to cure 
Cain's Heait,fo impoyfon'd with Envy; faying, 
Why art thou in wrath with thy Brother? Why 
ws thy Countenance falin? Why doft thou pine 
forgrief and vexation? If thou doft well, fhalt 
thou not be accepted? Shalt thounot be rewarded 
accordingly ? And if rhoudoft if, Sin (that is, the 
Punifhment of this Siz) lies at the Door. Thou 
fhalt-reap what thou ioweft; thou fhalt re- 
ceive the Recribution of thine own, and not 
be prejudiced by another Man’s Werks. 

Eur it is with great Reafon, that even the 
Word of God proves ineffectual upon thofe Souls 
that are pofleft with Euvy; and chat this fove- 
raign Remedy againtt allocher Difempers ot the 
Soul,do's rather enflame, than allay the rage of 
this. 

Cain’s Paifion, againft his Brother increas’d 
more and more, notwithftanding he could fee 
in hin: nothing but goed ; fothe Wretch diflem- 
bling his Hatred,wentto Abeland with allthe 
Exzreflions of Kinanefs imaginable,defired him 
to walk With him in the Fields. Pocr Abel, 
meaning and fearing no hurt, eafily comply’d 
with his-lefire ; for he wasoftoo good and meck 
a Natere co dufped, that his Brosfer fhould 


have fuch an Hellifh Defign dgainft again him. 
But as they were both inthe Field cogether, 
Cain rofe up againkt him, and perfiduoufly flew 


him. His rage and fury was fo hot and extreme, 


that even che committing of this barbarous 
Murder did not make him fenfible of tlie 4:7- 
noufnefs of his Crime; fo that when God ask'd 
him,where bl was ? he could audacioufly an- 
{wer,That he knew not,and {aid,4m Imy Brothers 
keeper? But God having a mindto make the 


Punifhment of Cain's fhedding Innocent Blood, . 


an Example for all furure Ages, to deter all 
Men from the like Grimes ; and to fhew, that 
He would always be the Protector of fuj? Men , 
and the Avenger of all the Injuries done unto 
them by Wicked Men; He feverely upbraided 
Cain with his Grime, faying, The Voice of thy 
Brothers Blood cries from the Earth unto me, 
The Lord condemned himto be Curfed upon 
the Earth, whichhis Hand hagd defiled with 
his Brotker’s Blood, andto bea Fugitive anda 
Vagabond upon the Earth, as long as he fhould 
live, putting 2 Mark on him, to the end that 
thafe that fhou’d meet him,fhou’d not /zy him: 
And thus Cain went from the Prefence of the 
LORD, and dwelt inthe Land of Nod; where 
he took a Wife, had Children, and built a City 
which he called Enoch,from his Firft-born So. 
The Fathers have always look’d upon the 
Death of Abel,asa Type of the Death of Chrift, 
and of all thofe Chriffians, that fall as a Sacri- 
fice to the Envy and Malice of their Brethren. 
They thoughtit worthy of their dziration, 
that Cain ( that was the firlt Child of Adam ) 
fhould by his Example teach all his Pofterity 
thisimportant Leffon, That thétheydo not fear 
God, yct they cught at leaft to take care, not to 
imitate theEnvy and Hatred of Cain, by per- 
Secuting or hating, their Brethren; feeing they 
may commit Murder in their Heart, by Envy 
and Hatred alone , without cimbroiling their 
Hands in ther Blood.. dnd if they be of the 
Number of the true Difciples of Chrift, rey will 
not fear the being expofed in this World te the 
Perfecution of Men; {eeing (as §.Gregory hath it ) 
That that Man refufeth to bean Abel, who will 
not paciently {nffer the hatred and violence of 
a Cain, when he cannot otherwife lawfully fecure. 


biinfelf againft it. ; 
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GEN. VL 
THE ARK. 


(6) 


X 
OF NOAH 


GOD being moved with Anger for the Sins of Man, refolves todeftrey the 
World dy: Flood:; and to fave Noah, he commands him to build an Ark. 


Te fame Evil Spirit which tempted. 


Gain to kill his Brother, did not Jong. 
A.M o1536.before delay to defile the whole 
Chnift 2468. World with all fort of Wic- 


kednefs and Vice. As Men did multiply, fo: 
did alfo Lmpiety proportionably increafe upon: 


Earth: Adam was hardly dead ,. but the 
Wickednefs of his Children grew up to that 
height, that GOD could no more bear with it: 
He faw with grief and indignation, that the 
Wickedne(s of Man was -great in the Earth, 
and that every Jmagination of bis Heart (as 
Mofes expreffes it) was-only evil continually ; 
therefore feeing almoft nothing remaining of 
his own Jmage in that degenerate Creature, 
It grived him at his Heart (faith the Text) 
that he had made Man on the Earth ; becaufe 
he was difhonouring and polluting itby his 
Vices, contrary to the firit defign of his Crea- 
tion ; which was, That he fhould be the Glory 
and chiefeft Ornament of ‘all Terrefrtal 
Creatures. 

He refolved then at laft to deftroy and ex- 
tirpate Man from the Face of the Earth, and 
with him allhe Beafts of the Fields, and 
other Creatures which had been infe&ted (in 
fome manner) by the contagion of his Sin, 

But yet amidft that univerfal Corruption 
of Mankind, amidft that general Flood: of 
Impiesy, there was a Ju Men found that had 
kept his Junocence and faved himfelf from the 
Pollution of the World; that Fuf? Man was 
Noah, who found Grace in the Eyes of the 
LORD: It was he that pacified God’s Wrath 
againft the World, and reconcil’d him to Man, 
It was him GOD made ufe of according to 
Scripture) to preferve Mankind from an entire 
Deftruétion, GODthen told him, That he 
defign’d to punith the Esrth.with a general 
Deluge; but yet,that ashe had obferved,he had 
had always been careful to walk Uprightly 
before hin, and to keep himfelf untainted 
from, their Gorruption ; fo he would not have. 


him involved in the fame Punifbment with o-- 


ther Mex, but would keep him fafe from the. 
Deftruttios that was ready to fall upon 
them. 


In the Year of the World 1556, and-before 
Fefus Chrift 2448, GOD ordered ‘Noah to build. 
an @rk, and withal rold him exaétly all the 
Meafures and Proportions it wasto have, to 
the end, that at the time of the Flood he 
might fave himfelf therein with his Family, . 
and the other Creatures which GOD fhould’. 
fend unto him. - 

Noah did all according to the LORD’s. 
Command. He was an hundred Years about : 
building the 4rk ; and the iapid Infentibiliry 
of the Menof that time, who both feeing the © 
4rka building,and knowing thedefign there- 
of, yet never regarded to go about the re-- 
forming their Vices and diffolute Manners, is - 
an exact Figure and Reprefentation (as our 
Saviour himfelf obterves it) of the Intenfibi- 
lity of the generality of Chriftiens, whoknow- 
ing the Punifhments GOD threatneth to infl:@ - 
upon them hereafter, in the great and terrible : 
Day of Fudgment, and their flighting thefe - 
Threatnings, do not care to reform theire 
Lives, fhall on a fudden be furprized by Goa’s - 
Vengeance, as Menwere then by the Flabd. - 

GOD,who never punifheth Men, but with a: 
kind of regret and reluétancy, gives always - 
fome Tokens and Affurances of his Mercy, . 
even when he is moft in wrath and anger : 
Therefore we may difcern here, That all his 
defign (in forewarning Men of ‘their furure 
Ruin, folong before it fell upon them) was: 
only to make them prevent it by their Refor- - 
mation. 

Thus he does ftill now-a-days under the Go- 
Spel, and that more plainly than ever he did | 
before, invite Men to Repentance, by repre-- 
fenting unto them the certainty and feverity . 
of his Judgment hereafter upon all Iepenitent 
Sinners; and if Chriftians do flight his 
Threats and Warnings as Men did then, -. the 
multitude of Offenders cannot fecure- them--" 
felves from GOD’s juft Punifhment. _ 

The Flood is a plain and dreadful ‘Proof, . 
that GOD will not {pare wicked Men, tho’ all: 
were fo; and thae after we have long neg-- 
lected the Offers of his Mercy, he will-at-Jaft + 
deliver us into the Hands of his fevere Jz ie 
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7 ‘5 GEN. VIL 
Che Deluge, and Entry into the. Ark. - 


Thewhole Earth, and all-therein contained, was drown'd and deftroy'd 
by the Flood, only the Ark, and thofe therein, fav'd. 


Hen the time was come that GOD had 

‘appointed forthe purifying the Earth, 
Anno Mundi1656 by a Flood from the pol- 
before Chrift23248. ution of Man's Crimes, 
GOD ordered Noah to provide and carry into 
the 4rk all neceflary Provifions, both for him- 
felf and for all the Creatures that he was to 
take with him into the rk. 

He commanded him to take to himfelf of 
every clean Beaft by Sevens, Males and Fe- 
males ; and of every unclean, only by Two's. 
After thefe Orders had been executed, Noah, 
entred into the 4rk himfelf, with his Three 
Sons, Skem, Ham,and faphet,with his Wifeand 
the three Wives of his Sons ; and when they 
were entred, the Scripture faith, that GOD 
fhut them in : which was no fooner done,but 
the Waters did break out from Heaven, and 
prevailed upon the Earth,the LORD cauting 

. Violent Rain to continue for forty Days and 
forty Nights: and that Rain pouring down 
from Heaven in fuch an abundance, did foon 
overflow and cover the Face of the whole 
Earth : nay, the Seripture faith, that the 
pet reves fifteen Cubits upwards above 
the higheft Bills and Mountams; fo that in 
this Izaundation all Flefh {as the Scriprure ex- 
preffes ic) perifhed, both of Mex, of Fowls, of 
Beafts, and of every crecping thing upon the 
Earth. 

Bur as all ving Creatures were thus pe- 
rifhing and drowning in the Waters of the 
Floed, Neah was faved alive in the Mk, with 
alt chote thar wefe therein with him ; for the 
Biscers and Srerm: of the Flood cculd never 
prevail again it to fink it; Lecaufe the more 
they incr-aled upon Earth , the nearer they 
brought ic to Heaven. Ie was then that thole 
M.u, wlio bef:re derided the Builders and 
the Building pf the ark, began to bewail and 
accute their own Folly ; nay, their Deftrue 
Sion, which was now become unavoidable, 
did the more aff:& them, that they had not 
prevented it when they might. 

- The Ancient Fathers have obferved, that 
this rk (where'n Noea and his Family was 
fxved from perifhing with the reft of Afan- 
kiud) wasan exprefs Figure and Type of the 


Church,which is thefole Ark wherein we may 
find a fiire Refuge and Salvation, -and out of 
which there is nothing but Deftruéfios and 
Perdition to be look’d for. The vait Great~ 


nefs of that Building which wascarried upon 


the Waters, and the gathering and mixture of 
all forts of BeaffsClean and Unclean, did re- 
prefenc and fignifie the extent and -propaga- 
tion of the Church throughout all the World ; 
as alfothe calling and gathering of fomany 
Nations and People, differing among them~- 
felves by thediverfity of their Ways, Cuftoms, 
and Manners, whom GOD (who will have all 
Men to be faved) would one day gather up 
together, and bring into that Sanéfuary, to 
fave them from the terrible Flood of his E- 
ternal Wrath and Vengeance. 

The Wood and the Water do reprefent 
two great Myfteries of our Chriffian Reli« 
gion: The Waser fignifies our Baptifm, which 
cleanfeth us from our Sis, as the Flood did 
purge the World from all its bominations ; 
arid the Wood fignifies the Crofs of our Savi- 
oir, who by his Meritorious Death upon it 
wrought the Redemption of Mankind {o per- 
fe&ly, that this Grofs, this Death, this Satif- 


faction of our Saviour, is {till the fole Object 


of the Hope of all good Ghriftians, who 
expe&t no Salvation but from the infinite Me- 
rit of Chrift’s Crofs and Pafion. 

Thus GOD was pleafed to-give a Figure 
of his Church in the Ark, which was the In- 
ftrument he made ufe of to preferve his Ser- 
vants, and to renew the World. We can 
never fhew our felves thankful enough to 
GOD for his infinire Mercy. in bringing us 
into the Ark of his Church, to fave us from 
the general and dreadful Flood of Errors and 
Jmpieties, which prevail in the World. 

We may indeed in that .4rk (according to 
the Ancient Father's Obfervation) be fubject 
to fome Fears, be obnoxious to fome Troubles, 
Evils, and Scandals ; bue however, there is 
no cther Refuge again{t God's Vengeancz, no 
other Sanftuary than that Ark; fo that thote 
thar do nor belong to it, fhallinfallibly pe- 
rifh in the Floods of his Erernal Indignation, 
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Che Going out of the Ark, anv the Rainboto, 


Noah goes ont of the Ark, and offers a Sacrifice to the LORD, which 
was favourably received. The LORD promifeth to Drown the Earth 
no more,and gives for the Sign of the Truth of His Promife the Rainbow. 


Frer the Earth had been thus Over- 
flow'd, and Drown’d by the Waters, 

Anno Mundi r6s7- for rg0 Days, GOD at 
befive-Clnift, 2347. laftremembred Noah, and 
every Living Creature that was with him 
inthe Ark; He caufed a great Wind to pafs 
over the Earth, fo that the Wasers did foon 
abate, and 7 Months after ( from the firft Day 
the Flood began ) the 4rk refled upon the 
Mountains of Armenia, - : Ee? 

Noah, four Months after this, opened the 
Window of the Ark, andfent forch a Raven ; 
which being in the Scripture fet forth as the 
Figure of a Sinner , did not care to return 
into the 4rk again: But the Dove, which 
Noah did alfo fend forth feven Days after ; 
having found no Refting-place,rerurn’d unta 
him intothe rk; and feven Days after that, 
having fent forth the fame Dove, fhereturn’d 
tohimin the Evening, and brought in’ her 
Bill a green Olive-Leaf phackt off the Tree, 
which was a Sign of. GOD’s being reconcil’d 
to the World. ee int, Se 

Noah, by this green OlivesLeaf, underftood 
that the Waters were abated ; then. he remo~ 
ved the Covering of the 4rk, and faw that 
the Waters were dried up from off the Face 
of the Earth: And after he had received an 
Order. from GOD , to go out of the Ark, 
wherein he had continued a whole Year, he 
went out with his Wife and Children, and all 
other Creatures that were therein. 

The firft thing Nosh did after his going 
out of the Ark, was to build an diter unto 
GOD, and to offer unto him upon it an 
Offering of every Clean Beaft, and of every 
Clean Fowl, in thanks of his favourable Pro- 
tection of him amidft of that Univerfal -_De- 
ftruétion of the World. GOD accepted of 
his Offering, and promifed to Curfe the Earth 
no more for Mans fake : He bleffed Noah 
and his Children, and commanded them to 
multiply, and to replenifh the £arth: He 
promifed them, that the Fear of them fhould 
be upon every Beaft of the Field , and upon 
every Fowl of the Air; he gave them an 
abfolute Dominion over them, and over the 


Fifbes of the Sea; nay, he gave them leave 
then to eat the Flefb, which was never granted 
to Maz before the! Flood. x 

He made an Eternal Cowexan: with Noah, 
and his Children, and. eftablith’d the Ra/n- 
tow as the Sign of it; to the intent, chat 
when everit dhould appear in the Glozd', he 
might remember his Covewsnit witih tiem, 
and preventa fecond Iuuadation of the 1H4-~ 
ters over the Earth. He hath ‘always re- 
membred it accordingly, and there was never 
feen (ince the firft Flood) any thing Uke it in, 
the World; tho’ there have often been" as 
many, and’ as great Grimes committed by 
Men upon the Earth, Se 
" .But GOD is faithful: to his Promifts ; he 
hath contented himfelf of having ance ex- 
erted vifibly his terrible Vengeance , in inflitt- 
ing that genesal Punifhment upon all Sin- 
ners that.were then, Jiving upon the Earth ; 
to fhew, that it is always in his ‘power to 
punifh Sin, and to extirpate Sinxers.; tho’ he 
feldom now inflitts any other than invitible 
Painsand Torments uponthem. ~ 

‘His Rainbow is to us, a Security of his 
Goodnefs to us; and he chargesus in his rd, 
to.blefs and praife him whenever we {ee it. 
- But GOD forbid (faith Ambrofiu ) that 
by that Celeftial Bow , which G O Defiablifh’d 
as the Sign of his Covenant with Men, we 
Sbould only underftand the Rainbow: It is 
the Church that this Bow did figure , which 
is already in fome monnr in the Heavens , 
and fheweth and fpreads every where upon the 
Earth, the leveline{s and variety of its Colours, 
amidft the Dark and Black Clouds that fur-_ 
round it. 
: Thofe bright and lively Colours (¢ faith that 
Holy Father ) are the feveral Graces GO D 
poureth down upon that Divine Spoufe, who 
faithfully acknowledges , that fhe receives them 
all from GOD, whom foe adores as her true 
Sun, that makes ber fhining in the World: 
It is that Church which ws the true Bow of 
GOD’s Covenant , anda flanding Sign of his 
Reconciliation with the World. 


: HAM 





| HAM CURSED BY HIS FATHER, 


. 
1 


GEN. IX: 


‘Ham (zhe Second Son of Noah) feeing bis Father dying in an undecent 
Pofture, Mocks or Derides him, for which he is Curfed dy him. 


A= the Curfe of GOD was taken off 
from the Earth, and that Neab and his 


Children began to breath and recover them- 
felves, of all the Méferies and Dangers they 
had undergone and weathered, by GOD's ex- 
traordinary Providence over them ; there was 
an Action committed in Noah's Family which 
plainly fhewed how far the Corruption of 

Man can go, and how ineffe€tual even the 
confideration of GOD’s moft dreadful Judg- 
ments proves in the reftraining of it, and in 
making Man wife. 

' OF the three Sons of Noah, who had been 
fo wonderfully preferved with him in the 
Ark, to re-people the World ; there was one of 
them, who having deferved the Curfe of his 
Father, drew alfo the Curfe of GOD upon 
himfelf, and inftead of being the Head of an 
Holy Raci, was the Father of fo wicked a 


Pofterity, ds was tobe the Objet of GOD's . 


Anger and Reprobation. ' os 
"Ie is obferved by Mofes, that Nosh (after 
the Flood) began to be’ an Husbandman; and 
that amongft other Improvements which he 
made of the Growd, he planted a Vineyard: 
Bur it hapned, that drinking of the Wine, 
without being’ aware-of its intoxicating Vir- 
tue, he fell into Drunkenneft ; during which 
he lay in an undecent Pofture , having his 
Body uncovered, in his Tent, and fo expofed to 
the Eyesof his Children.: Ham, the Father 
of Canaan, was the: firft of them who {pied 
his’ Father in that condition, and inftead of 
doing thar which the difcretion of a wile and 
dutifu! Son fhould have obliged him to do, he 
expofed the Shame of his Farber, and made 
-ic the Subieét of his’ Derifios and Railery; 
Nay, he was not contented thus to Laugh by 
himtelf at his Farber, but to expofe him the 
more, he would alfo have both his Brothers. 
for Companions of his prophane and unnatural 
Mirth, and*for Complices of his Crime: So he 
Meg out prefently, to tell them what he had 
een. — 
But Shem and Japhet abominating his ill 
Nature and Prophanefs, and withal being 


afhamed ad much concerned to <fee their 
Father thus lying in that immodeft Pofture, 
they took a Garment, and laid it upon both 
their Shoulders, and fo went backward and 
covered his Nakednefs, which their pious Mo- 
defty. did not allow them to look upon. 

After Noah’s Fit of Drunkennefs was oven, 
and he underftood what had paft, and knew 
what his Son had done; not only condemned 
his 4éion, but prefently curfed his Son Ga- 
uaan;and foretold, That he fhould for ever be 
the Servant of Servants unto his Brethren. 
And.he faid, Bleffed be the LORD GOD of 
Shem, .and Cannan fball be bis Servant : 
GOD fhall enlarge Japhet, and he hall dwek 
in the Tents of Shem, and Canaan fhall be his 
Servant: And promifed them an.happy and 
numerous Pofferity,to continue in all Ages of 
the World, icigh 
This Story which does plainly teach Chil- 
dren.to reverence their Parents, and to cover 
their Faults inftead of expofing them, is (ac~ 
cording’ to St. uftin) an_admirabk Figure 
of the great Reverence aif Chriftians oughe zo 
have, for the Humiliation and Sufferings of 
Chrift Jefis, their true Father ; the Ignominy 
of his Death, and the Nakeduefs bis Saeved 
Body was expofed' unto upon the Crofs , was 
figured by the Nakednefs of Noah; as the 
myfterious Drunkennefs of that Holy Man, did 
reprefent the terrible effect of the Cup, which his 
Father gave him to drink, and the Fruit of 
that ungrateful Vine which he had planted, 
bimfelf: ete 
-- And altho’ there is no Body fo audacioufly 
Impious and Prophane, as to laugh openly at 
the Humiliation and Ignominions Sufferings of 
Chrift ; yet that good Saviour (faith S. Auftin) 
is devided and mocked, whenever any Difho- 
nour is offered to his Truth, aud to his Word. 
His Humiliations are defpifed by all thofe who 
chufe ro live a voluptuous and worldly Life. 
His Sufferings and his Crofs are feorned and 
laughed at by all thofe, who do infult over 
thofe thas fuffer as the Members of is Body. 
and the Imitators of his Patience. 


THE 





en SARIN 


. AR gQn ~~ 





roi < Sa ene i - 
Pen G \ =e a 
Nee See J Se) %, = een 


Satna = ee — 





S. William Robinjon of Newby Fall. m 


of yerkethire Baronet 


For AQvancement of this Worke, 











the north Rideing 
~ 





Coneribuced this Place - 





beg tr| 


eo 


a; 
ear freee , Tt 
a 


ae aK 7. 7 = ; 
— +. PPR &E By f ry aes 
o Fae - | , = We ¢ cols 


ci ae 


emer eae 
may : : a i 


Eo! 















pe Honourable 23 HE i Sun Dor Wife to the 
je ‘ able: Sono bp A LPS (74 or, Wife lo Lhe 
Ie Gp 8 we Ee eof fino hag Gee RE 


Arf A Mancoment Sf this Werke Contrtbuted chur Hlate, 








Lee eA 










GEN. XL | (10 ) : 7 


Men refolvie ta the Vanity of their: 


Binds; sobuild-a Tower reacbing 


ap to Heaven: GOD flops their Work, dy confounding their Lan~ 
guages in fuch a manner, that they could not underfland ane axother. 


HE Children of ‘Noah beginning to mul- 
tiply on thé Earth, found themfelves 
Anzo Mundirys7, Within a few years increa- 
b fire Onft 2247, fed-to fo vaft a number, 
that feeing they were_not able any Jonger 
to continue together, they thought of di- 
fperfing themfelves, into divers Countries : 
But before their Separation they undertook an 
Enterprize; which was a pregnant Argument 
of their Folly and Vanity.. And as tlte Scrip. 


turetaketh notice of, That as they ‘sourntyed 


from the. Eaft, they “folind a Pisin in the 
Land of Shinar, where they dwelt : And. they 
aid one to another, Go to, let us make Brick, 
and burn them throughly; and they had Brick 
for Stone, aud Slime for Mortar. And they faid, 
Go to, let us build'us a City, and a Tower whofe 
Top may reach unte Heaven ; and let us make us 
a Name, left we be fcattered abroad upon the Face 
of the whole Earth, == oe ea 
This extravagant Defign of. theirs : was 
the effe&t of two. Caufes, equally vain ; the 
one to eternize their. Memory by this Sdperd 
and fately Struffure ; the ather was ,. to: {e- 
cure themfelves. againft GOD himfelf, if he 
fhould ever again attempt to punifh the 
-Warld by a Deluge, which would not-be able 
to hurt them, when’ once they fhould have 
finifhed their intended: Building. Bue GOD 


willing even then to make it appear , that 
-there is no way for Man to raife himfelf; but 


by Humility ,.and that he muft rather think 
of appealing the Wrath of GOD by Repen- 
tance, than of defending himfelf againft his 
Juft Vengeance, by vain and fuecefslefs Ar- 
tempts: Came down (faith the Scripture) to 


imagincd todo.) Goto (faith the LORD). 
let us go down, and th:re confound thein Lan- 
Guage, that they may not tnderfland one 
anothers Speech, - So the LORD Seattered 
tim abroad’ from thence upon the Face 

the Earth, and they left off to build the City; 
therefore the-Name is. caled Babel-; for the 
L-OR D fo’ confounded their Tougues and. 
Words, chat it-was impofhible for them to un- 
derfiand what they fpake ta one another, 

' Thus were they forced to leavathe Work 
of their Vanity unfinifhed, and to difperfe 
themfelves over the Face of all: the Earth ; 
and that was: the: occafion of .calling that 
Tower, the Tower-of- Babel , that.is tq fay, 
of Confusion. - on. SR, ve ghtte. 
-' And this : Proud. Burlding has ever fince 
(according to St. Bernard) been a Figureo 
what the World would:do in all Ages after, 
who feem to think of nothing, but haw to . 
raife‘to’ themfelves a Tower againft GQD, to 
fecure themfelves from his juftice and ta 
oppofe themfelves -againft his Majefty, endea- 
vouring rather to:immortalize their Names 
“upon Earth, than to become truly Great in 
‘Heaven. GOD was willing then to punith the 
Vanity of Men4in.that Member, where it reigns 
‘moft, that: is., in. the Tongue, which Man 
makes ufe of to exprefs his Vanity, and to dos 


mineer over.others. — mo on 

- And this divesfiry of  Lenguages, which 
has fince overfpread the World, arid continues 
‘to this day, is as a continual Paice, ecchoing 
-thronghout the whole Earth, and‘ teaching 
all People (as St. Auftin faith) That the foortef 
‘and fireft. way to mount Heayen, is nor to 


fee the City and the Tower, which the Chile’ raife great Edifices, nor to batch vaft Defigas 


dren of Men built ; and mocking at their 


' sidiculous Undertaking , faid, The People ss 


‘ina proud Heart; but by bumbling ones felt 
before GOD,. and preventing his Wrath with ree 


one, and they have all one Language, aond- lenting Tears, and wot by pretending to elude it 
this they begin #0 do; and now nothing wil: by a-yain and feuitlefs Reliftance, is 


be refrained from tlim which they have 





18 [x}) | GEN. Xf 


THE CALL 


OF ABRAM 


GOD calls Abram, commanding him to leave the Land of the Chaldeans, 
and to go tothe Country he had promifed to give unto him, , 


Frer that Men had taken fo great pains 

to build Babylon, that rebellious City 

Anna Mundi 2¢83. againft GOD, which was 

before Cori 1922. to continue to the end of 

the World; GOD alfo from that very time 

thought of laying the Foundations of an Ho- 

ly City ;. that is to fay, his Church,; and_de- 

lign’d Abram to bethe Head of a Race Elect 
and Faithful, which fhould never end. 

This Holy Man was the Son of Terab, 
and dwelt with his Father in the City of Ur, 
in the Land of the Chaldeans, which wasan 
Idolatrous Country. Ye was there that GOD 
commanded him, faying, Get thee out of thy 
Country, and from thy Kindred, and from thy 
Fathers Houfe, unto @ Land: that I will fhew 
thee: And I will make thee the Head and Fa- 
ther of a great People, and make thy’ Name 
great and fantous ; and I will bles then that 
blefs thee, and curfe him that “curfeth thee ; 
in in thée fhall all Families of the Earth be 

leffed, — - : 

Abram, without any . Hefitation, believed 
the Word of God, which promifed him two 
fuch great Advantages; the firft, to make 
him the Head of a Great People; and the o- 
ther, to blefS all che /Vorld in ‘him who was 
to proceed from his Loins. So he left his own 
Country, with Terah his Father, and came to 
Haran {a City in Mefopotamia ) where Terah 
died ; after whofe Death, he departed from 
Faran with Sarai his Wife, and Lor his Bro- 
ther's Son, andcame intothe Land of Canaan, 
where GOD again promifed to give him all 
that ‘Lend’; and Abram adoring that GOD, 
who with fuch Sovereign Power difpofeth of 
Kingdoms, giving or taking them away at his 
pleafuré, Luilran Altar to the LOKD, there 
to call upon his Name. 


After ime time of his ftay here-, there. 


kapned a great Famine in the Land, which 
‘forced him to go-down into Egypt, with Sarai 
and the reft of his Houfhold. Bur fore- 
feeing that the Beauty. of Sarai his Wife 
might be prejudicia] to him, and that the 
Egyptians being enamour'd of her, might 
fink of killing him , to enjoy her without 


Jett orhindrance, made ufe of that innocent 
Policy, and pray’d Sarai to fay, She was his 
Sifter, as indeed fhe might without telling 
any Lye, to the end, that inftead of killing 
him (as they would have done had fhe paffed 
for his Wife) they might onthe contrary fhew 
him all manner of Kindnefs, fuppofing her 
to be his Sifter. :' 

What dbram had forefeen, fo came to 
pafs: For the Egyptians admiring Sarai, 
{poke of her before Pharaoh , who took her 
into his Palace, and treated Abram very 
kindly for her fake, as fuppofing him her 
Brother: But GOD knew how to deliver the 
Chaftity of Sarai from the Hands of Pha- 
raohb; and he affli&ted that Prince wich fo 
many Plagues, that enquiring into the Caufe 
ofthem, he came at length to know, that 
Sarai was indeed the Wife of Abram; 
whereupon he reftored her to him again, 
comphining only, that he had not told him 
fo atfirft. - 

So much (faith St. Ambrofe) did that Prince 
(shough an Idolater) abhor Adultery, and fear 
to injure @ Stranger, whom the Famine had 
forced to retire into his Dominions. Thus it 
was that GOD began to call to bimfelf, him, 
whom he bad chofen 10 be the Father of the 
Faithful. He dealt with him according to the 
firmmefs of Faith, making him to leave his 
own Gountry, where he was rich ‘and powerful, 
to goand fettle himf:lf in a Land, where at 
ficft Le meets with a grievous Famine, which 
forced him torun a thoufand Hazards amongft 
ftrange Nations, without finding any ot her Gom- 
fort, but that of knowiug, that ke was come thither 
by the Order of him, towbom his Faith kad 
yielded fuch an unreferved Obedience. 

_ Hopever, GOD (by delivering him from all 
Dangers) gave him fuil Evidence, that we need 
not fear any thing in following of GOD, and that 
whenev:r we expofe our felves to any trouble 
fom Events, for being faithful to kis Word, 
he himfelf becomes our Protector, and witk lo- 
nour and advantage delivers us frem all the 
Ewils that furround us. 
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LOT PARTS. FROM ABRAM 


A Strife being 


rifen between the Herdffaen- of Abram aud Lot, they 


part ose from another, and Lot goes to Sodom. 


A BRAM being returned out of Egypt 


Anno Mundi 2094. 
before Chrift 1920. - of their former Abode, 
that is, to Bethel : He was foon made fenfible 
of the Troubles which were always to: attend 
Riches. For being both of them very wealthy, 
there oft arofe Quarrels between the Herdf- 
men of ther Gattel; which made it evident 
(as faith the Scriptur:) that the could no ‘longer 
live together, xe) chat one Land was not able to 
bear themborb. 

Abram abhorting thofe Contefts, and fore- 
fecing the fatal Confequences, that thefé 


Divifions between the Domefticks of one 


Family were likely to produce , by pafling at 


laft from the Servants to the Mafters them- 
felves, refolved to prevent them by a fudden 
parting. Wherefore meeting with Zot, he 
faidto him, Let there be no ftrife, I pray 
thee, between me and thee, and between thy 
Herd}men and ‘my: Herdfmen , for we be Bre- 
thren : that is to fay, very near of Kin: Is 
not the whole Land before thee, to choofe what 
part pleafeth thee bef? Separate thy felf, I 
pray thee, from me: if thow wilt take the Left 
Hand, then Iwid go to the Right; or if thou 
a to the Right Hand, then I will go to the 
Left. 
But Lot was not fo wife in accepting this 
Offer, 28 Abram was in making of it: for 
not fudiciently weighing, how vaft a lofs he 
was about to-expofe himfelf to, by parting 
with theCompany of fuch an Holy Man, and 
2 Prophet as Abram was ; and not confider- 
ing that he ought rather to have done or 
fuffered any thing, than to confent to the 
Separation, without any confiderable Oppo» 
fition, gave way to Abram's Propofal, and 
thereby launched out too imu into a 
Sea of a thoufand Dangers. only apply’d 
himfelf to confider, which way he had be 
turn himfelf, and advifing only with his Eyes 
about the Choice he was to make, he_ deters 
mines it for that Country which pleafed and 


with Sarai his Wife, and Lor his Bro-. 
ther’s Son, to the Place: 


‘here confented 


{t have whol 


\ 


flattered them. molt : -For as the Scripture 
tells. us, Lot lifted up his Eyes, and beheld all 
the Plain of Jordan, that it was well wa- 
dived every wohere., as the Garden af she 
LORD. “This Ailurement readily induces 
lim to fix: his Abode in the Gites of that 
fruirful and tempting Valley, and to pitch his 
Tent near Sodom. 

- ‘Thus he from the Company of the mo& 
Holy Perjon, that was at that-time mpon the 
Face of the Earth, precipitates himfelf into 


‘the Society of the moft abominable Crimi- 


nals amongit the Sons. of Mex; and by re- 
tiring too unadvifedly from his Unde, he 
comes to a City, which GOD look’d upon as 
the Object ofhis fierce Anger, as having by 
their Wickeduefs out-finn’d the bounds of Di- 
vine Mercy and Forbearance. : ° 

"We mect with in this Hiftory-(as St. Ambrose 
obferves) two important matters: We learn 
from Abram's Behaviour , the Horreur and 
Averfion we ought to bave- for Differences 
andDifputes, axd: how wary we ought to be 
éf Servants is this Refpedt, who often are the 
firft Gaufs of them, and take p afure ta foe 
ment them. 

And in Lot we fee, of bow great soncern 
it is, efpectally for younger Perfons, net lightly 
to quit them, in whofe Company their Hap- 
pinels eonfifts, and who are of greater ufe te 
them than they can imagine, Separation 
to without fufficient Circume 
Spettion, makes ths Party concerned fenfible f 
its pernicious Confequences, during the whole 
Gourfe of his Life: And though Lot was « 
Righteous Man (as faith Sr. Peter) yet we 
tremble at the view of thofe Dangers, Sorrows, 
and Temptations into which ke plunged 
himfelf, and from which she Charity of him, 
whofe Company he had too lightly parte with, 
might have refeued him; and which he might 
evented, by continuing in the Hely 


is Uncle, that Mani of GOD. 
C3 ABRAM 


Company ¢ 
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GEN. XIV. 


ABRAM DELIVERS LOT. 


Abram faves Lot (his Nephew) out of the Ffands of bis Enemies, Fhe 
Great Prieft Mechifedeck dlefeth him. The King of Sodom offers 


bim all the Spoil: 


Ne long after Let had féparated him- 
felf from Abram, an Accident hap- 
AnnoMurdi:o9z. ned, which fully eviden- 
bfireChrt tgt2, ced, that Abram had not 
ropounded their parting from any want of 
wove, and that Lot had too unadvitedly con- 
fented to ic. 7 
Four Kings, to wit, Amraphel King of 
Shinar, Arioch King of  Ellafor, Chedorlaomer 
King of Elam, and Tidal King of Nations, 
having joyned their Forces together, and 
ravaged all the Country about Sodom; the 
King of Sodom,: with thofe of the four neigh- 
bouring Cities; to wit, Berfha King of Go- 
morrah, Shinah King of Admah, Sh:meber King 
of Zeboim, and the King of Bela which is 
Zoar : alk thefe were joined together in the 
Vale of Siddim, which is the Salt-Sta, and 
march to fight the aforefaid Princes. But 
the five Kings being defeated by the four, and 
Bera the King of Sodom (with his Allies ) 
put to flight, the Viftorious Kings haften 
with their Army to Sedom, and plunder it, 
and amongft other Captives carry away Lor, 
with all thathehad. A Man efcaping from 
the Fight, brings the News to Abram; who 
being touched at-Heart with his Nephews 
isfortune, fpends. no time in fruitlefs 
€Ccmplaints, but cafts about how he might 
beft refcue him ‘out of the Hands of his Ene- 
mies, and without delay puts bimfclf at the 
Head of three hundred and eighteen of his 
trained Servants, born in his own Houfe, and 
purfues the four ings unto Dan, and brought 
back:all the Goods, with Lot and his Goods, 
and the Wémen and the People. 
GOD gives his Blcfling-co a War, which 
Charity had made this Holy Patriarch unders 
take, trafting much more in the Divine 
“#d, than in the ftrength of his Forces. With 
this fmall number he ftops the Courfe of the 
Viktories of thofe four Kings, and fucceeds 
in: that’'wherein the united Force of five 


Kings had fail’d: for falling upon them by 
Night, he makes a great Slaughter amongit 
them, and purfuing them to Hobd, which is 
on the Left-hand of Damafcuw, he broughe 
back all the Spoil they had taken, and in 
particular his Nephew Lot, and all that be- 
longed to him. . 

The King of Sodom having Advice of this 
glorious A&tion,goes out to. meet 4bram, and 
congratulates his illuftrious Suecefs. Upon 
this occafion alfo Melchifedeck appears, that 
famous Perfon, whom the Scripture ftiles, 
The Prieft of rhe mf highGO-D, and pre- 
fents Abram with Bread and Wine; which 
all ‘the Fathers have confidered as a Figure 
of the: Holy Eucharift, which Jefus Chriff, the 


true Prief, not according to the Order of . 


Aaron, but of Melchifedeck, was to eftablif 
in his Churchto the end of the Wrld. This 
Mekhifedeck bleffeth Abrams, and bleffeth GOD, 
for that he had delivered his Enemies into his 
Hand. 

And that nothing mighty be wanting to 
Abram’s Glory, the King of Sodom would 
needs force him totake all the Spoil he had 
recovered, as of right belonging to him: 
which Abram generoufly refuied, fwearing, 
that he would not fo muchas take oneThread 
‘of the Spoil, left fie fhould give him. occafi-~ 
on to fay, he had enriched Abram. 

Thus reaped he more Glory (as St. Ambrofe 
notes) from the ufe he made of his Viitory, 
than from th: Vittory it felf; and taught aff 
Chriftians, never to wage War, but on the 
account of Charity; and that they ought to 
have fa much pity for the Sufferings of others, 
to hazard their own Lives to fave their Bre 
thren : and that when GOD has bleffed their 
great and glorious Undertakings with Succefs, 
in making tiem Saviours to others, they are not 
toleoks for any other Glory upon Earth, cxcept 
that of having been faithful to GOD, and Ine 
firuments to efe& his great Defigns. 


THE 
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GEN. XVI 


" THE, FLIGHT,,OF H4G4R 


Hagar defpifeth Sarah ber Miftrefs. Sarah cha(tiferh her Infolence with 
‘Severity. Hagar not being able.to bear it, flecth intat. he Wildernefs ; 
where ax Angel perfivades her to return to Sarah. | oe 


A? RAM being return’d from the Defeat 
of the Four Kings, and the Refcue of 


The fumeTear, Lot, wanted nothing now. to | 


‘compleae his. Happinefs , but a Son, that 
‘might inherit his great Riches : GOD there- 
fore was willing to gratifie his Defires in this 
Point alfo, and to reward the humble Sué- 


 mifion ke had, expreft during his Wives Bar- 


rennefs, with a Son, whom he promifed hirh 
contrary to all outward appearance. . Abram, 
who was aflur'd of his Power, who hed made 
him this Promife,believed it without-wavering, 
or the leaft hefiration ; arid chofe rather to 
renounce his Natural Reafon, than to que- 
ftion the Veracity of him that fpoke to him: 

' Some time after, Sarai being troubled to 
fee tram without Childrén, wifhed him to 
Anno Mundi 2093. make ufe. of Hagar ~his 
before Chrift, 911. . Bondmaid , as his Wife , 
that the fertility of her Servant might fup- 
ply the defe& of her Barrennefs. Abram 
perceiving (as the Fathers obferve) that Sarai 
was moved to make this Propofal , by a Di- 
wine infin, agreed to her Defires : But the 


foon found , that what fhe -had intended for. 


her comfort, became her moft fenfible aff 
&ion, trouble, and vuctation ; For Hagar feee 
ing her felf in her Maffers Bofom, and ra- 
vith’d with Joy,that fhe had Conceiv’d by him, 


“was (upon the fudden change of ‘her Condi- 
tion) not longer able to contain her felf 


within thebounds of Prudence and her Duty, 
but began to defpife her Miftreft, and forget 
the refpe& fhe owed to her. 
Sarai immediately makes her Complaints 
to Abram ; whoto teftifie, as he had not 
already , fo would not for the future contri- 
bute any thing to the Infolence of Hagar, 
and that it was only to pleafe her that he had 
taken her into his Bed, left her wholly to her 
difpofe , to deal with her as fhe pleafed. 
Whereupon Sara: making ufe of her Autho- 


rity, dealt fo hardly with Hegar, that not’ 


being able any Ionger to abide w'th her ( by 
reafon of her rigorous Carriage, ) ihe left tite 
‘Houfe and fled. co 
But as fhe was in the Defart, near a Foun- 
tain of Water, the Angel of the LO R D ap- 
peared unto her, and asked her, Whence fhe 
came, and whither fhe would go? To which 
the anfwered, That the fled from the Face of 
her Mifrefs. The > Angel commands her to 
return to Sarai, andto humble her felf under 
her Hands, acknowledging the juft Authoriry 
fhe had over her; and at the fame timé-af- 
fures her of the Cave GO D had of her, 
‘and thar the Ghild fhe had conceived by <- 
bram, fhould become ‘the Father of a nume- 
ous and powerful Nation. ote 
! Thus GOD made ufeof the Miniftry of an 
Angel , to reltore things into their Natural 
Channel , whence Dsjorder and Paffon had 
diverted them. He faw (as the Fathers take 
notice ) Ther the Caufe of Hagars flight, was 
not fo riuch -to be attributed to Sarai's Seve- 
rity, as tothe difficulty foe found , to [ubmit 
ber [elf to the juft Authority of ber Miftrefs; 
and without condemning Saxai’s Carriage in 
‘the matter, who was prompted to this Rigour 
by a Zeal of Charity, be contents bimfelf. to 


aduife this Fugitive Servant, to bumble her 


felf under her Miftrefles hands, and to appeaf2 
‘her Anger by ber lowly and dutiful Submif- 
fion. For GOD, who never difturbs the Order 
of Juftice, wills always, that thofe who. are 
under Authority, fubmit themfelves to thofe on 


whom they depend, notwithftanding any-extraor-- 


dinary Favours and Graces they may have re 


ceived from him, 


And whereas Hagar lifted up her felf, becaufe 
foe was become a Mother, He on the contrary 
will have wr Humility to increafe according to 
the degrees of our Elevation; becaufe none de~ 
ferve the Title of Great with him, but fo far 
only as they ave humble. 
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SARAIS CONCEPTION OF IS44C 


Abram entertains three Angels, who promife Sarai. a Son within the 


Compafs of a Tear. 


LI4G AR being return'd to Alrem’s 
Houfe, foon after bare him a Sox, who 
Anno Murdizt0o7 was called Ifbmael. But 
bef-re Chrift 1897. * thirteen years after that 
GO Dappeared to Abram, in order to renew 
his Covenant , and the Promifes he had for- 
merly made him. Upon this occafion he 
changed his Name, fothat whereas before he 
was called Atram, he would have them from 
thence forward to be called Abraham; and 
that his Wife, who till then had been named 
Sarai, thould becalled Saran He inftituted 
alo Lircumcifion, asa Token of the Cove- 
nant madebetweenthem ; and promifed him, 
“that Sarab fhould bring forth a Sov, upon 
whom he would heap his Blefings, and from 
whofe Loyns many Kings, and great Nations 
fhould proceed. At which words Abraham 
f:ll-on his Face, and daughed, faying in his 
Heare, Shall a Child. be bern to him that is 
au Hundred ycars old? and jball Sarah , that 
i Ninety years old, bear ? But GO D having 
affared him, that fo indeed itfhould be ; left 
him for chat time. . 

A while after, as doraham was fitting in 
the Tene Door, in the Heat of the Day, he faw 
three Men comiag towards him, which indeed 
‘were three Angels; and as his Charity would 
not permit any one, ‘to pafs by his. Tent with 
vat offering them a Friendly Entertainment, 
the ran to meet them ; and having faluced 
them with a profound Relpec, prays them to 
rveante a while with him, to have their, Fees 
wiulh'd, and to retrefh themfelves witha bie 
OF Mest. He had no fooner obtained this of 
them by his inftanc Entreaties, but he haftens 
inro the Tent to Sarah , and bids her make 
ready three Meafures of fine Meal, and make 
Gak; upon the Hearth ; and himfelf runs to 

othe Herd, and fereheth thence a Calf render 
and good, and having got itdreft fpeedily, 
he ats ir before his Gueffs, 

‘After they had eaten, they askt brabam 


(who had ftood by asone waiting upon them 
all the while.they were eating under the Tree) 
where his Wife Sarah was? Abraham anfwers, 
She was in the Tent. Then the Angels affured 
him, that within a fhort time after, Sarah 
fhould conceive a Son. Sarah ftanding in 
the Tent Door overheard what was faid, and 
laughed within her felf, faying, 4ftcr I am 
waxed old, foall I have pleafure, my Lord 
being old alfo? But the Angel demanding of 
Abraham, wherefore Sarah laughed , becaufe 
he promifed her a Sey, and whether any thing 
-weretoo hard for the LORD? Sarah being 
afraid , denied that fhe Jaughed ; and the 
Angels having reproved her for not fpeaking 
the truth, rofeup, and Atrabam went with 
them to bring them ontheir way. 

The Fathers admire the Vertues which 
thine forth inthis Hiftéry, which the Serip- 
ture gives us fo particular account of. And 
as they cannot,on the one hand,bur commend 
the great Gharity of Abraham in receiving his 
Gucfts, and refling them in fo obliging a 
‘manner to ftay with him; fo on th: other 
hand, they no lefs admire the Mode'ty of 
Sarah, who being far eltranged, as S. Ambrofe 
notes, from the ufual and modern temper of 
her Sex; who delire nothing more tian to 
appear in publick , under pretence of doing 
Atts of Charity, continued all the while in 
her Tent, without fo much as appearing be- 
fore the Angels, which her Hrsband enter- 
tained. 

This her Example, teach:s ail Chriftian 
Women , to place their delight within their 
own Doors,, and in taking care of their Fa- 
milies; fer in living thus modefily retired, 
( as the fame Father adds ) GOD will vouch- 
Jafe them the Grace to conce've the Fruie of 

on, and to bring forth Jefus Chrilt 


Salvati 
himfclf as toe true Waac, who fhall fill them 
-with Peace and Foy for ever. : 


LOT 
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Lot SCritectains Cw Angels at Sodom 2 oes. 

‘ 7 : : _ ae, ; ae a 4, - : : . ; : Me: aes is as, tt ay 
Lot receives Angels into his Houfe. The Sodomites offer Naolenes t7 


. 


them, The Angels frike themwith Blindne&. .. ye. { 


nt ee 


Re 


‘ evatig. (ote ytulom a - 
Ak the Formal Promife GOD had bound to fecure, and ‘in the heat of hid. Che. 
made to Abrabam, that Sarah should rity, which made ‘him confider “Geefts, artd: 


Tie fume  fhortly bear him a Sox,. Before Strangers as inviolable. Perfons, Came Out! to” 

Yearatc7 he parted with him, heacquaints them, and entreated.them:to quit: that ako- 

him, that he was going ‘to ‘deftroy Sadom) be- minable Deign.: Bur they” pisdiag tation" ; 
caufe the Cry of their Sin was-come up ta him, reproach’d bim,:- thar beings Stringer - 
Haven; and Vromifes Adrakam, upon dis among them, be. carti ‘it like a ae 
came’ Enrerceffion forthat Céty, fur the fake and were proceeding to commit the’ utnsoft.: 
of the Righreow that might peradventure Be. Outrag: upoa him, had ‘nér the, Rey. 
there, that if he found-only- Ter Righteo . forth thoir Had and pull’d-him into theHonte™. 








amongtt them, he. would {pare them al) for.: to them} and having fhut the Door,they fire. 
their fakes. BS the Men thar were without with. Blaney, 

Now two Angels being-come ta: Sadoin - who. (as-the Scripture takes notice)’ by‘ all eis 
towards the Evening: Lex € who at the fame | were.nog reclaimed from the ‘Fury that fai 
cime was fitting in thé Geve ef that City.) no: in: sheir, Hearts,; fur. ftill feeking, tp’ ft ee: 


yer 


fooner perceived them, but he santo .meet: ir, wearted ae to find the Desr;: 


them ; and having ‘lowly: faluted them, én-, : Fhe. Fathers have confider’d iis, Event, 
treats them to lodge with him that Night,:. as-an'admirabile:Figure of the Rig 4008» Sat. 
making it appear by this’ his Cartiage, that lige amongit the Wicked, andof the Sepeeinge’ 
even in the miditof.thatideteftable Grey, he: they areexpofedte. .. be 
ftill retain’d the Vertues: hehad learnt-in-the: ~ 8. Gregory: compares the! Sodemiises {truck 


Company of Abraham: These with Blindnefi, who. notwithftanding epdea- 
The Angels at firft refufed to accept: his’ vouir'd to force Lots Houle, to Back:biters : 


Offer, faying, they. tvould ‘abide in the fiver’ who with e Spirit of Envy 4m 4 Malice, feré 
allnight : But trae-Gharity, which enflamés. am ‘occafion. to. calumniate Géod Men ; phon 
it felf by oppofitionand refiftance, made Lot they hate , thy’ they. fod. moshing bas filid 
fo earneftly to prefs his'Giefts, that giving Walls: oppofing: them -on every fide , within! 
way to his Entreaties, they entred his Hoafe ;. heing able. te find. any. Entrance for thar 
where he entertain’d them: with all poflible Eviljpeaking: Their Paflion blinds shew’ in 
Marks of his Affeétion, making them a great fuch « manner, that they do not perceinie. bhofe 
Feaft. But when they _were ready: to,. take. Hertaes in Jult Men, which all oshirs. de; but 
their Ref the Men of the City, pifhton by. shat de See Crimes in them, bith. indeed : 
that deteftable Paffion, which was fo common fubfift only “in--their own imagination: < But 
amongft them, compaffed the Houfe round ; when ever Calumny tous: attacks theg, GOD 
demanding of him, where the Men were that fupports: them, and the Angels protett them, 
came to him that Night, and preffing him to becaufe they prefer Godlinels before all other 
bring them forth , that they might fatishe shings whatfoever ; and choofe rather to lade 
their abominable Luft with them. upon themfelues the Anger of Men. thax $0 
rot being pierc'd with Sorrow , to fee he make themfelues obnoxious to: the Wrath of 
was like to be forced rodeliver up the Perfons, G O D. ae en | 
whom by the Rights of Hofpitality he- was ; 
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-SODOM. 


} ) GEN. Xix. | 


BURNT. 


GOD being provoked by the deteftible Sin of Sodom, deftroys it, with the 
Neighbouring Cities, by raining down F ire and Brim{tone from Hea- 


ven upon them, 


i ie E Angels having delivered Zot from’ 
the Outrage of the Sodomites, acquaint 
The fame him, chat GO D had fent him co 
‘year 2x07. - deftroy that Gry ; that therefore, 
if he had any Sons, Daughters, or Sons-in- 
Law, he- fhould perfwade them to leave So- 


befal'Zear , where he then was, went up 
from thence and dwelt in the Mountain » ac- 
cording tothe firft Advice the Angels had 
given him, and there dwelt in a Cave with 
his two Daughters ; who imagining, that they 
-and their Father were. the only remains of 


dom , becaufe the Cry of them being come ‘all the Inhabitants of the Earth, thought it 


up before the LO R D, they were to receive 
the juft’ Reward of — their Abominations. 
Whereupon Lot immediately went out, and 
gave notice hereof tothofe he had defign’d to 
be: his Sons-in-Law ; but he feemed as one that 
mocked unto them, 

When the Morning was come, the Angels. 


their Duty, not to fuffer the whole Genera- 
‘tion. of Men to -perith; wherefore having 
made their Father dfink Wine, they did nor 
{tick to commit Ince, in hopes of being 
Mothers. And tho’ we cannot think on that 
Adion of them without horrour » yet the 
Innocence of their Intention did much leffen 


haftned: Lot to depart the City with his Wife : the guilt of it. 


and two Daaghters , thar he might not be: 
confumed in the Iniquity of the City ; and 
while be lingred, they Jaid hold on his Hand : 
(the-LOR D being merciful to him ,) and’ 
brought him out of the City, with his V7%fe : 
and two Daughters, ordéting him to efcape 
for his Life, and not to look behind him, : 
left hefhould be confumed. But Lor having. 
delir’d leave of them to retire-to Zoar, they ; 
granted his 'Requeft , én condition that -he 

ould -hafte thither, for chat they could not: 
do.any thing till he was arrived in that City,’ 
which they. would favear his Requeft. : 
_ Lot _was"na fooner entred into Zosr, but 
the. LORD rained Brisjffone and Fire upon- 
Sodoin and Ganorvhs trom the: LOR D out 
OF Heaven: dud he averihrew thofe Ciies , 
“4 all the Plain , and all the Inhabirancs } 
ane that’ thieh grew upoh the Ground.- Lot's 
Wifefrighted: ar the fudden Noife fhe heard,. 
ang forgetting the Angels Command, imme. 
‘diapglytéceived an Exemplary Punifhment, 
for lookinig back fhe became a Pillar of Salt, 
to férve asa Remedy for time tocéme, a- 
agaihtt the Gorruption of weak Souls, who 
afer they haye entred upon the frait Vay, 
make a halt‘ to /ook back to the things they 
have abandon’d. re 3 

Lot affrighted at wharhad hapned to the 
four Cities, and fearing left the famemighe 


hus was Lot miraculoufl delivered o 
of the midft of deteftible Sa > at ite 


Prayer of Abrabam ; and GOD punithed . 


their horrible Luts by a proportionable Pu. 
nifoment, thewing by the fire, the burning 
Luft of the Sedomites ; and by Brimftone. the 
abominable Stench of their Filthinefs, : 
This unhappy People (according to S. Grea 
gory) were @ lively Figure of the Punifh 
ments of the Damned , and 0 thofe Eternal 
Burnings which the World mocks at, as Dore. 
Sons-in-Law made a eft of the Vengeance 
he threatned them with. The Fear which. 
Seized. Lor, in feeing fo. ftrange an effec 
of the Divine Anger, ought alfo to lay bald 
on ws, fince Jelus Chrift alfures ws, That the 
Men of Sodom (how abominable foouer they 
have becu) frak be treated with lefs Rigoy 
wu the Day of Judgment , shan thofe who 
having teard his Holy Word, have negleited 
it, 

But it feems, as if Men were become wholly 
infenjible ; For as that terrible Vengeance 
(as S. Bernard faith )° doth not prevent the 
fying abour of the Athes of thofe Abominable 

118s in moft parts of the World : So neither 
doth the Comparifon Chritt made between thefe 
Cities, and they that defpifed his Word, open 
theiv Eyes, to prevent the Fire of Hell by fins 

cereRepentance. 
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GEN. XX. 


Mhimelech Milicted by G DM D. 


18 j 2g 


- 


‘Abimilech Kirig of Gerar having taken Abraham’s Wife by force, 
Suppofing ber to be his Sifter ; being threatned by GOD, reftores 


herto Abraham. 


Aten being obliged, foon after the 
Overthrow of Sodom, to quit his for- 
Jue foeme mer Abode, came to Gerar; 
Year2107._ where he was expos’d to the 
fame danger by the King of that City, upon 
‘the account of his Wife, as before he had 
been by Pharaoh King of Egypt. For bra- 
ham was no fooner arrived there, but Abime- 
lech King of Gerar fenr and took.Sarah, who 
call’d her felf Abraham's Sifter, as fhe had 
done before in Egypt. 

But GOD, who was the continual Prote- 
Stor of Abrakam's Life, and Sarah’s Chaftity ; 
and who {pared not Kings themfelves, when 


they intended them any Injury, threatned. 


thac Prince inthe Nighe time, telling him, 
He was adead Man, if he offered to touch 
Sarah, for that fhe was the Wife of Abra- 
ham. 

Avimelech was ftrangely furprized to fee 
himfelf fo likely to have fallen into the great 
Sin of 22ulrery, and reprefents to GOD ‘the 
fincerity of his Heart, and innocency ofhis 
Hands in thar Matter, fhe having declar'd 
her (cif to be brabam’s Sifter. GOD ac- 
cepts of his Apology for himtelf, and tells 
him, That for thar Reafonhe had with-held 
him from committing fo great aSin, thereby 
fufficiencly teftifying the Judgment he makes 
.of thofz, who defile the Purity of the Afar- 
riage Bd, by unlawful Luts, thereby pro- 
funing and violating the Saercduefs of thar 
Divine Ordinance and Inftitution. —. . 

Abimelech terrified by the Threats of GOD, 
and the Idea of the Crise he was upon the 
point of committing, rofe carly in the Morn- 
ing, and called all his Officers and Servants, 
and to'd them: what- GOD had acquainted 
him with ; he fent alfo for rakam, and 
reproves him fharply for having concealed 
the Zruth, asking him wherein he had offen- 
ded him, to make him and his Kingdom 
guilty of fo great a Sin? and contwuing 
‘thefe his Complaints, 4bradam tells him, 
tiat ucenhis coming to his City, he net 


knowing but that the Inhabitants were alto- 
gether void of the Fear of GOD, and fo might 
think of killing him for his Wives fake = 
This was the only Reafon had induced him, 
to defire Sarah to fay, the was his Sifter, as 
indeed fhe was, as having hoth had the fame 
Father, tho’ not the Jame Motier ; and that 
inthae he had done no more, than what he 
had ufually done in all other places, where 
he fojourned. ; 

Abimelech being fatisfied with this Anfwer 
of Abraham, reftored to him Sarah his Wife, 
befides the great Prefents he’ made him in 
Silvzr, “Herds, and Servants, and taking his 
leave of Sarah, told her, That he had given 
her Brothzr (as fhe called him) a thoufand 
Pieces of Silver, to buy a Feil tocover her 
(as became amarried Wife) that for the time 
to come, none might be fo deceived in her as 
he had been, butall might know her to be 
what indeed fhe was, raham's Wife. He 
defired her alfo to remember the $ia and M:j- 
chief fhe had like to have made him fall into, 
‘that fo for thefurure fhe might take care, not 
to occafion the fame to orhers. a 

Abrabam (before his Departure) prayed 
to GOD for Abimelech, and GOD hesled him, 


and his Wfe, and his Maid-Servants of the 


Piague he .had laid upon them, becaufe of 
Sarah, . 

Thus exemplarily (as St. Ambrofe ‘faith ) 
was GOD pleafed to evidence wis hatred of 
Adultery ; and that as he was the Aatior of 
Marriage, he tooke cave alfo ta avenge the 
Violaters of the Purity of that Divine Ordi- 
nance. dnd it is enough, that formerly be has 
exprefied his abhorrence of this Crime; for 
though ke docs not fo openly declare bimflf 
agsinft it at prefent, we ougit nor therefore 
rhe cfs to apprehend his avenging Fuftice (as 
faith che fume Packer) ner think that be wid be 
dels fevere in punifbing- Adultery, beesaje Men 
commit it with lefs Scruple, aud more daring 
Licentioufnes. 


D ISTEMAEL, 


26 {191 GEN. XXI 
ISHMAEL CAST OUT, 


Sarah feeing Uhmael (the Son of Hagar) mocking Waac, defres Abra- 
ham zo caff out the Bond-woman, and her Son, that Yaac alone 


might be tkeir Heir, according to 


OD fulfilling his Promife to Sarah, 

ihe brought torch a Sen in her old Ags, 
Anno Mundiares, at the fet time of which 
bf.re Crit 1896. .GOD had fpnken: <Abra- 
ham gave him the Name of Jfaac, and Cir- 
cwmeifed him the eighth day, as the LORD 
had commanded. 

Sarah in fuckiing him her elf, though fhe 
was look’d upon as a great Princefs, gave 
the Leffonto ail Mothers (as faith Se. Ambrofe) 
That they ought to efteem it their Glory and 
Foy togive fuck to their Children ; and that 
they are but Mothers by halves, who niglett 
this Duty which GOD and Nature have ime 
pofed upon thim; and which doth greatly en- 
force and encreafe the reciprocal Love between 
the Mothers and their Children, during the whole 
courfe of their Lives. 

When thé time of weaning Ifaac was 
come, Abraham made a great Feaft,to exprefs 
Anno Mundi 2113. his Joy ; which was a Fi- 
before Chrift 1891. gure of the great Joy the 
true Paftors ofthe Church receive, when they 
fee their Children advance in Godlines, being 
able to digeft frong Meat;‘and ftand in need 
no longer of being fed: with Milk. 


Inthe mean time, whilft Sarah had fo 


Great cauife to rejoice, and thather young Son 
did now abundantly recompence the Grief 
and Reproachof her’ paft Barrenne/s, Ibmael 
(Hagar’s Son) becomes.an occation of as 
much Trouble to her, as his Mother had been 
fome years before. This Lad finding him- 
felf fruftrated in his great Hopes by the Birth 
of Jfaac, whoin he confidered with regret, as 
the Heis-of cthofe vaft Réches which he had 
already promifed to himfeif,could not endure 
tofeethe Joy his Father and Mother took in 
him, without conceiving afecrer Envy againft 
him, which he evidenced by his outward 
poe gonene himfelf abufively towards 

im. 

Sarah forefaw the fatal Confequences this 
Hatred might entail upon them, and being 
moft tenderly concerned for her Sox, whom 


dhe knew was defign'd by GOD to be the 


the Promife of GOD. 


Heir of all their Goods, fhe earneftly entreats 
Abraham to catt out the. Bond-woman and her 
Son. This Requeft ar the fir grearly aihi- 
Ged Abravam, as feeming very harth and 
grievous tohim; bur GOD having advifed 
him in all things to do as Sarah had fiid, 
e rofeup early in the Morning, and rook 
Bread, and a Bottle of Water, and gave them 
to Hagar and fent her away with her Son 
Hagar thusturn’d out, wanders in the 
Wildernels of Beerfheba; where her [Hater 
being fpent, fhe caft her Son underneath one 
of the Shrubs, and_ fac down over-againit 
him a good way off, that fhe might not fee 
her Son die. Buc behold, as fhe lift up her 
Voice and wept, an Angel calls to her from 
Heaven, and {peaking comfortably to her, 
commands her to take up her Son, for that 
GOD heard the Voice of the Lad, and would 
make. him.the Esther of a great Nation ; 
and opens her Eyes to difcern a Well of 
Water, which was near her. Hagar coms 
forted hy this feafonable Refrefhment and Di- 
vine Support, educates her Son in the Vil. 
dernefs, where he became a dextrous Archer ; 


- ind bis Mother tcok hima VVife out of the 


‘the Land of Egypt. 

St. Payl plainly tells us, That GOD did 
then (in Jfaac and Ibmael) fet forth a lively 
Pitture of what was to happen in the Church 
in all Ages, where the Children of the Proe 
mife fhould be perfecuted by their own Bre. 
thren. He who will be Jfaac, muft always 
fuffer the Envy and Infulcings of Yhmael ; 
and be fo far from rendring Evil for Evil, 
that he rather bemoans the unhappinefs of 
his Brother, who is for ever banithed from 
his Father’s Houfe, : 

"Tis the Grace of GOD alone, and fo we 
mult: own it, that makes us Sons of the Free- 
woman; and to chute rather to be perfecuted 
with Jfaac, than to perfecure others with 
If>macl, becaufe the Anger and Envy of Ifb- 
maelis only ‘Temporal, whereas the Inheri« 
tance of Jfaac is evernal. 
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GEN. XXIl- 


ABRAHAMs 


[ 20 | 27 


SACRIFICE. 


- ABRAHAM Offers bis Son ISAAC. 


i being turn’d out of Abraham's 
_ Houle, Jfaac continued there in peace, as 
Anno Mundias45. fole Heir of his Father’s E- 
bforecirft rss.  ftate ;_ but being now arri- 
ved tothe Age of 37 Years (as the Sewish 
Tradition tells us) GOD, to try brabar, 
commands him take his Son, his only Son 
Y/aac, whom -he loved, and offer him ona 
Mountain he would tel] him. 

Abraham, who rememabred he had received 
his Son from GOD, made no difficulty to 
furrender the Gift>to. the Donor ; and. his 
great Faith ftifled ailthe Thoughts which did 
srife in him aboyt the Divine Promifes, fo 
often -repeated to him, that from the very 
ifaac (whom he was now about to offer) his 
Potterity fhould be multiplied as the Stars of 
Fieaven. Accordingly ‘he rifes early in the 
Morning, and keeping this great Enterprize 
fecret in his Breaft, takes Ifaae his Son; and 
two Servants, cleaves the-Wood for the. Burnz- 
Ofering, and goes to.the place of which GOD 
had roidhim. | : 

Having fpent two Days in his Journey, 
(during which, neither the fight of his dear, 
Son, nor the.Work he was fent about, having 
een able to fhake his Faith) on the third 
Day lifting up - his Eyes, ‘he fees afar cff rhe 
Place appointed : for this. wonderful Sacrifice ; 
and having charged his .Servants to fiay at 
the Foor of the Mountain, while he and_his 
Son went-to worfhip GOD, he takes the Wood 
of the Burnt-Offzring, and lays it on Ifsae 
his Son: who going up.this Mountain, Jaden 
with the #2ed which was fo confume him, 
was a.molt lively Figure of the. true dfaac, 
who went up to Mam: Calvary, bearing the 
Weed upon which he was to coniummace 
the Oftring of all Oferings, and the fulfilling 
of all Sacrifie:s. 

Whiilt Jiaac thus climbs the Mountain 
with his Feber, who carried the Fire and 
Suerifcing-Knife in his Hands, he asketh him, 
whare the Lamb was, that was defign’d for 
the Burnt-Oféring ? But Abraham, ina 
tranfpore of Faith, as one who had forgot 
tharhe-was his Father, anfwers him without 


any emotion, that GOD would provide himr 
felf a Lamb. And being arrived at the place, 
to which GOD had dire&ed him, he builr 
there an Altar, Jaid the Wood in order, and 
binding Jaac his Son, laid him on the dltar 
upon the Mod, and ftretching forth his 
Hand, took the Knife to flay him. 
But GOD feeing this unparallel’d and fiu- 
pendous Conftancy in the Father, as well as 
Submiflion in the Son, and not willing thac 
this great Sacrifice, which in his Eyes (who 


- looks at the Heart) was already as good as 


accomplifh’d, fhould be fullied with Blood, 
to reprefent the unbloody Ghriftian Sacrifices 
of Self-denial and Refiguation, ttopshis Hand 
by an Angel from Heaven, as knowing now 
that he truly feared him, feeing he had not 
with-held his Son, his only and moit dearly 
beloved Son from him. Hercupon Abraham 
fecing a Ram caught in a Thicket by his Horns, 
offered him up to GOD inftead of his Son, and 
returned to his Houfe. 

This Hiffory (0 full of Myfteries, and wiere- 
of all the particular Circumftances are fuch live 
ly Figures ef what was afterwards to befal 
Felis Chrift) contains a mot excellent Leflon 
for Parents, teaching than so kave.no greater 


Paflion for their Children, than to offer th:as 


up.te GOD. . 
_ And St.,Chryloften thinks, Ze cannot Suffi- 


ciently lament the Mifery of thofe Chriftan. 


Parents, who inflead of offering their’ Chil- 
dren up te GOD, like Abraham, facrifice them 
10 the Devil, ay engaging them in ike Vapity 
of the World, and corrupting thetr tender’ and 
feexible Dif policion by their, wicked Examples. 
An only Abraham ( thich he) oferts bis Sov 
liaac te GOD, but whole Growds. offer their 


Children to Devils ; and the Jey we bave to 


Jee a fmall number, who take. fome care ro e- 
ducate their Children, # ouite flsfled by the 
Grief. we receive from thie waft numbers 
that defivoy thom, ‘aud whe deferve fir their 
Ambition or Negligence, to be accounted the 
Murtherers ratder than Parents of their 


Children. 
D2 °°" THE 
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ie GEN. XxIIt. 


-THE DEATH OF SARAH. 


Sarah dieth, Abraham purchafeth a Burying-place, for her of the 


Children of Fcth. 


SAAC being reftored to his Parents by 
the command of him who ar firft had 
Anno Murdi 2145. beftowed him, (againtt 
before iri 18:9. the crder of Narure) was 
the comfort of his Mozber in her old Age, 
who being arrived ar the Age of 127 years, 
died 37 years atter fhe had born Jfaac. 

-Abyabam having w.pt over her for fome 
time, confiders of providing a Burying-place 
for her, and to that purpofe addreifes him- 
{elf tothe Children of Heth. He reprefents 
to them that he was a Stranger in the Land, 
and entreats them to grant him the poffefii- 
on of a Burying-place amongft them, chat 
he might bury his dead our ofhis fighr. 

The Peonle of the Land receive his Re- 
queft with all the Kindnefs and Civility ima- 
ginable, giving him the Title of a Prince of 
God, and deliring him to take his choice of 
all their Sepulcters for to bury his Dead. 

Abraham, who (by a holy Generofity) 
would not be beholden to any Man, makes 
a becoming acknowledgment of their CiviJi- 
ty ; and bowing himfelfro the People of the 
Land, faith ta them ; If it be your mind that 
J fhould bury my Dead out of my fight, bear. 
me, and entrear for me to Ephron the Son 
Zohar (who was one of the moft honourable 
and chiefeft Men amongft them) to fell me his 
Field, in which there ts a double Cave for a 
poffeffion of a Burying: place amongft you. 

Ephron having heard brakam’s Propofal, 
would needs frankly beftow the Grousd upon 
him, faying, Nay, -my Lord, hear me, the 
Field I freely give thee, and the Cave that 
is therein, in tie prefence of the Sons of my 
People give I it thee, bury thy Dead. But 
Abrahambeing immovable in his Refolution, 
obliged Ephron at laft to tell him, That the 
Field he defired was worth 400 Shekels of 
Silver, and ftill continuing ro prefs déraham 
to accept of it as his free Gift, he (in pre- 
fence of the People of the Land) weighs our 
the Money Ephron had mentioned, and by this 
means the Field of Ephron was made fure to 
Abrabam for a Poffefion for ever, and there 
be buried his Wiie Sarai, 


- 


"Tis a thing we can'never fufficiently ad- 
mire, that this Holy Man, having fo often 
received repeated Aflurances from God, That 
allthe Land where he then fojourned, fhould 
be his one day, yet fhould never think of 
making any Purchafe there, fave only of a 
Burying-place for himfelf-and Children. . 

Ie feems his continual eying of Heaven 
made him defpife the Earth, where he lived 
only to die daily. And whilft God was think- 
ing to give a long Pofferity to Abraham, and 
tothat Pofterity, the beft and moft fruitful 
of ali Lands, dérabam thinks of nothing bue 
his Death and Burial, and of leaving no o- 
ther Inheritance for his CAildren, but the 
fame he had purchafed for himfelf in his life- 
time, viz. a Burying-place, thereby to en- 
gage them a]fo to the continual Meditation 
of Death, and confequently to a Contempt of 
all earchly and oucward FPoffeffons whatioe- 
ver ; the enjoyment of which being only 
momentany, are not worthy enough or pro- 
portioned to employ the Thoughts and De~« 
fire of an immortal an intelligent Creature, 
defign’d for the Enjoyment and Contempia- 
tion of more lafting, yea eternal and Hea- 


of venly Objeéts and Polfeffions.. 
- Thus this Holy Man did evidence, that he . 


deferved the glorious Teftimony S Paul gives 
of him : That the Land of Caanan, which was 
the moft goodly Country of the whole Earth, was 
either of no eee at all with himyor at moft, on~ 
ly ferv'd him for a Looking-glafs, in which 
he beheld the Reflettion of another, that is, of 
a Heavenly Country ; in the Coxtemplation of 
which his Spirit was fo continually employed, 
and as it were entranced, that he could fay 
with St. Paul, That in comparifon thereof all tive 
good things of this World were but Dung and 
Drofs in his effeem, and fo far from tempting 
him beyond the Bounds of hu Duty, that they 
were not able toinduce himto have any confi= 
deration for them, any further, thanthey condu- 
ced to the exercife of Charity, or she fupply of 
Natural Neceflity. 
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GEN. XXIV. 


J 22-J 29 


ISAACS MARRIAGE. 


[SAAC Efpafeth REBEKAH,. |... 


BRAHAM being old, and thinking 
= te tuke.a- Wife for his Son Iaac, re- 
Avo Madi, 20g. - ~folves:not to. Marry him 
tofare Cort, 1856. to any of the Daughters 
of the Canaanites among whom he dwelt ; 
and therefore.commands Eliezer his Steward , 
to go to Mdopotamia, there to take a Wife 
for his Son. : 

Eliexer accordingly“undertakes the Jour- 
ney, and being come’neer to the City of Na- 
hor, praysto God, that he would be pleafed 
to point our to him the Perion he had delign- 
ed to be his Mafters Sons Wife, by this To- 
ken, that’ when the Damfels of the City 
came out ‘to draw Water, fhe (who athis Re- 
queft to draw fome Water for him to Drink, 
fhould frankly offer to‘draw Water, not only 
for him, but for his Gamels alio) mightbe thie 
VVifehe had appointed for Jaac. 

Before he had made an end of Praying, 
Rebekah (4. Damfel fair and lovely) the 
Daughter of Bethuel, the Son of M:/cah, the 
Wife of Nahor, Abrabam’s Brother , came 


outof the City to draw. VVater ;. and. having: 


fill’d her Pitcher, Eliezer ran to meet her, and 
defired tome Vater to-dsink ;- which fhe rea- 
dily gave him, andthenhafted to draw Water 
forallhis Camels. -°-- ¢ mares he 
— This Faithful Servant Serceiving by this; 
that affuredly the was the Perfon whom the 
LORD had appointed to. be his young Ma- 
fters VVife,he immediately prefents her with 
3 Jewel forher Forebead, and Bracelets in ace 
knowledgment of her Kindnefs 5 demanding 
of her, whofe Daughrer the was, and whe 
ther there was Convenience in her Fathers 
Houfe to lodge him and his Company? To 
which having.zetarn’d an Anfwer -accor- 
ding as he with’d it, fhe made hafte home to. 
acquaint them with what had paft. A 

Laban her Brother having heard his Sifers 


Report, and feen the Jewels and Bracelets 


Abraban’s Servant had given her, ran out 
to meet him, and defired’ him to come in. 


. Eiexer being entred., aid Meat fet before 
him , protefted he would neither Eat nor. 


Drink, till’ he had received an Aufwer.to the 
bufinefs about which he was icnt. He ac- 
quainted them, that he was - dbrakam's Ser; 
vant, thatG O D had bleffed his Majter, and 
made him rich and powerful, wio refolving 


‘totake a Wife for his Son, had fent him to: 


fetch one from among’t his Kindred 3 that he- 
ing arriv’d in their’ Neighbourhood, he had 
prayed'ta GOD to give him a. Sign,-where- 
by he might know this Damofel whom G OD 
had appointed for Jfaac ; and finding by the 
Divine Indication, that.Rebeka was the véry 
Perfon, he demanded of them, whether they 
were willing to let her go along with h:m, 
for that purpofe. : 

Bethuel and Laban perceiving a plain F7- 
gerof GOD inthe whole Condué of this 
Affair, gave their Confent-; whereupon 2!ic- 
zer brought forth Vellzts of Gold and Si/o-r, 
and- Fewels, which he'prefented to Reb.kal, 
and-to her. Relations, and th: nxt Day pre- 
pared himfelf to return to h’s Mafter. But 
Rebekah’s Relations, being unwilling to parr 
with her fo fuddenly,-urged him to tarry 
fome Days with them, which he refufing, Re 
bckaS was called for, whom they had difpos'd 
of without asking her ‘Advice, as S. Ambrole 
obferves, ‘to know whether fhe were willing 
to go with Eliezer; which the affirming; 
returns with fpeed to his Mater: As they 
drew nigh ta the Houfe, they: fez aac 
walking in ‘the Field, whereupon Redckah 
having underftood whohe was, lighted trom 
her Came toVeil her (elf. Eliezer gives an. 
account of his.Journey. to Jfaac, who took 
Rebekask forhis Wife, and-the Affé&tionwhich 
immediately was k:ndl’d in him for her, com 
forted him againft the Sorrow hé liad ‘conceived . 
for the Death of his Mother, who'died' years 
before. Pe aed 
_ We find in this Relation, an aitmirable_.ms- 
del of an Holy Marriage, where the enquiry - 
is noe after Portion or VVcalth:, bursts? she 
Manners and Innocence of the Party, ends uns - 


_ dertaken with great Care and man} Faye, ‘ond 


by-the Advice and Mcdission of: wife\ank: holy 
Perfoms. Oita oes 
" § Ambrofe would have al yng Women 
to learn of Rebekah, who- Veiled ber. Jelf fo 
Jon: as. foe [aw Vfaac, to ‘exprefs their: Biodefty 
and Shamefac'dnefs eyen''to their ‘Husbands 
themfcives , by endeavouring. to-gain tnvir 
Hearts, uot fo much by their Beauty and Dréf= 
fing ( which Rebekah might Lave done ).as by 
their Modefty, and ths holinefs of their Manners 


aud Converation. eae? 
sy - JACOB -: 


[ 23] GEN. XXV. 


JACOB AND. ESAU. 


Efau fells bis Birthright zo bis Brother for.a Ae/s,of Potage. 


30 


AFTE R the happy confummating of 
i th Rebekah , Abra- 


Ijaac’s Martiage wi 


Abraham died 175 years old. 
Anno Vundi 2133 and of:re 


ham lived yet ma- 
ny years, GOD 


was called Efax, and immediately after came 
out his Brother, whofe Hand took hold 
on Efax’s Heel, which gave him the name 
of Facob. 


Chit rer. 109 yeprs after at Jaf callin 
09 Ae into he ee him ‘ to hienfelf 
Canaan; and 15 years afver for to enjoy thofe 
shsioertb ig Jet. good things which 
his great and unparallel’d Faith had al- 
ways‘had in its Eye. He had the Happi- 
nefs to reftifie his Faithfulm]s to GOD, even 
to hislaft breath, taking pleafure to look up- 
on himfglf, as a Stranger anda Pilgrim in 
the Land of Canaan, without the Jeaft 
thought of returning to Chaldea. eg 
- He always fubjected his Reafon to his Faith, 
and his tendereft Natural Affettions to the 
Love he had for GOD. He followed GOD 
every where, without making a hate at the 
fight of Dangers. His Prudence delivered 
him from thofe to which Sarabs Beauty had 
expos'd him, and. his Courage vanquifh’d 
thofe he voluntarily ran into, to refcue Lot 
his Nephew. And at length, having fpent 
175 years in the continual exercife of all holy 
Fertues and Graces, and having received the 
higheft Favours, Commendations, and Tefti- 
monies, that ever any meer Man received 
from GOD himflf, he was by him ar Iaft 
trantported to the poffeffion of that better and 
Heavenly: Country, which by Faith he had 
Jo .often takena profpectof. - 
--GOD (as the Scripture obferves ) after his 
Death multialy'd his Divine Bleffings on his 
Son Jaec,-to.whom nothing now was wan- 
ting.to make, him compleatly happy. Lut the 
fruitfulnels, of his beloved Rebekah ; for they 
had been. married 20 years without having 
wey Gbildren, -But.Jfasc, who was now Go 
‘ears old, entreating the LORD for his 
ife, GO D heard his Prayers’, and fhe 
became? great with Child of -Male Tiv/ns , 
avho Strugling together in hee Womb, Rebe- 
kah (terrified at this Accident) enquired of 
the LORD what this Prodigy did prefage. 
"The Divine Oracle anfwered, Tha: thcle two 
Children fhould be thz Heals of two People, 
and that the eldifi of them Should fcrve the 
younger, Accotdiagly when her time was 
come, fhe was delivered of Tins. He who 
evas Grit born came out Redand Khairy, and 


When theferwo Children were grownup, 


it hapned that Facob on 
atime fod Lentil-Potage, 
and Efau at the fame 
time retusning from Hun- 


They verre abcut 20 
years of age acccre 
ding to Saint Auftia, 
Anno Mundi, 21 $8. 
befive Ciurtt, 1816. 


ting ,. (which was his. 


ordinary employment ) and being extreamly 
tired and hungry, with fuch greedinefs desired 
this Porage, that Jacob perceiving it, would 
not part with ic till he had promifed to fell 
him his Birthright in confideration thereof ; 
to which he readily agreed. 

The Fathers tell us, Toot thzfe two Chil- 

dren reprefent to us two People, viz. the 
Good and the Wicked, who fiand always at 
on together from their Birth, The firt 
of thfe is reprefented by Efau, who from to 
be the Firft-ovn , by realon of the advancags, 
they have in this VVorld, wna notwish{tanding 
proves himfdf the Seruant of the younger 5 
becaufe the wicked (even by their wickednefs ) 
do good fervice to the Fuft, either by purifying 
them -by ther Perfecutions, or by making then 
more humble by the fight of the Sins which os 
thers commit, from whim GOD has chofen 
and feparated thm, without any of their own 
skill or difcerning, even from their Motizrs 
Womb... 
EGiu feling bis Birthright for a Ms of 
Portage , msy well make thofe trembl:, win 
haf to enrich themfelves with the camt.mp- 
tible Wealth of this World, and was inffead 
of rejetling thm -readily like Jacob , on the 
contrary renounce allthe Happines of Heavens 
to paf.fs them. But thofe who are in this 
flate nevir bemoan themfelves ; for as Efau 
was little troubled tha: bz had fold b's Bitth- 
right, fo thofe Perfons be was the Figure of, 
Iittle mind their lofs of Eternal Ricwes, if 
they may but fatisfie their Lufts in enjoying 
she pleafares of Sin, which laft but for a feafon ; 
therchy jhrwing thenfelves to be profane aud 
wild -Efau’s , who negletting their Heavenly 
Birthright in Jefus Chrift, take xp with rie 
empty Husks of Vanity, aud with the Swine 
of the World. 


ISAAC 
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GEN. XXVI. 


[ 24]. 34. 


ISAAC BLESSETH-J[ACOB. 


Ifaac intending to ble[s Eau, by the wifdow cf Rebekah beffaws bis Blefiing om Ja~ 
cob, to whum the fanze ( according to Divine c:ppuintment ) d.d belong, 


sAUhaving fold facud his Birthrizhe , 
» Ribekaé their Mother, who had a ten- 
der Love for 3acod, rati- 
ficd the faid Birthright 
i to him many years after, 
yecr: ad, ont tved by an holy piece of Craff,. 
efier that 44 year’. and full of Myiteries. 

For {zac being fenlible of his great Age, 
and willing to blefs his Chi/dven before his 
Death, calied to him his Eldeft Son Efau, 
whom he loved, and bids him take bis Wea- 
pout, kis Quiver and his Bow, and go out to 
bunt fom? Venifon for him, and make him Sa- 
voury Meat, fucn as ke loved, that his Soul migh? 
biels nim dcfore be died, 

Rebekah immediately acquaints acco with 
what pafled, and bid him fetch her two Kids, 
tharfhe might make Savoury Atcat for Jfaac, 
fuch as he loved ; Jacob having herein obcy’d 
his Mother, dhe makes haft to drefs. them 
after fuch a manner as fhe knew her Husband 
liked beft. In the mean time fhe takes good- 
ly Rayment of her eldeft Son Efau, and puts 
them upon Jacob her younger Son ; and the 
put the Skins of the Kids upon his Hands , 
and vpon the Smooth of his Nck, to the end 
that his Father (whofe Sight failed him) in 
perceiving the Vcice of faced, might not- 
withftanding (by the Haérinefs of his Hands 
and Neck ) {uppofe him to be Efan 

Jacob coming to his Father, with the A‘cat 
his Mother had prepared, and defiring him 
to eat of his Venifin; Ifaac was fuprized to 
hear 2 Voice which refembled that of Jacob, 
rather than the Voice of Efau, bid him come 
near to him, that he might feel, whether he 
were his very Son: Efau or no; and feeling 
the Hair of the Kidseskins, he faid, the Poice 
is Jacobs Voice, but the Hands are the Hands 
of Efau. After he had eaten, as he wentto 
kifs Jacob, he fmelled the fmell of his Gar- 
menses, and bleffinghim, faid; Behold rhe 
Smell of my Son, is as the frill of a Field 
which the Lord hath biffed; therefore GOD 
give thee of the Dew of Heaven, and plenty 
of Corn and Wine. Let People ferve thee , 
and Nations bow down co thee: Be Lord over 


An:o Mundi, 2245. 
bef re Utrilt, 1759 
ltaac being t.e7 137. 


Scarcely had Jfazc made-an end. df theft: 
Words, but Efaz. comes in from Hanting, and, 
having prepared his Savoury Meat, brifes ir’ 
in to his Father J/zae, and detires himito eat 
of his Venifon, that his Sond might blefs him. 

The Holy Patriarch perceiving what had: 
hapned was extreamly farprized, infomuch 
thar he trembled exceedingly. Bur perceiv- 
ing a Divine Direction in the whole conduc: 
of thar Affair ; fo fur was he from retraéting - 
what he had done, that he confirmed and.’ 
ratifiedit, declaring thae as he had Blefled, 
fo he fhould Le Bleffed. Efaz upon hearing. 
thefe words from his Frth2r, cryed with a. 
great and exceeding bitter Cry , and faid, 
Biefs me, even me alfa my Father > And then 
reflecting and complaining of the Deceitof 
his Brotder,. he asked his Father, whether he- 
had no more than one only Blefug? Being ix 
this refpe& (as the Fathers oblerve ) a figure 
of thole who are defiros to unite GOD and the 
World together, caf? about how they may enjoy 
the Comforts of Heaven, and the Pleafurcs of 
theEarth loth together. 

ade moved with the bitter cries of his Son.- 
Ffau, Bleffeth him alfo, bur foas to fubjeét 
him to his Brother ; which made him conceive: 
fuch an implacable Hatred again{t Jacob, thac. 
he defired nothing more than his. Fathers. 
Death, thar he might kill him. 

This Myfteriows Hiffory throughout, reprefents~ 
tous in all the parts of it, Jefus Chrift, clea-- 
thed in the outward appearance of a Sinner,’ 
as Jacob here was in that of Efau. It is: allo. 
an admitable Figure of the Reprobation of the: 
Jews, who defived netting but’ the good thinge- 
of the World , and of the EleGion of the: 

thusch ; which (like David). dzfres but one: 
tiring of éors, and requefts but one Blefling. 

We muft have a care, ( as§. Paul faith ) nor 
toimitate Efau, who having fold his Birthrighs 
to Jacob, and defiring afterwards , as being 
the Eldcjt, to receive the Blefling cf: bis Father, 
was rejected, without being able to perfwade 
bis Father, to revoke what be bad pronosnced 
in favour of Jacob, norwithftanding his ene 
treating it with many Tears. For as he kad dew 


thy Brethren, and let thy Mazhers Sons bow fpifed GOD, GOD alfo defpifed his Cries 


down to thee. Curlcd be every one that Cur- 


fech thee, and bleffed be he skat Blefcth thee. pentamce , nor from a true change o 


and Tears, as not proceeding from a fincere Ree 
if Heart. 
JACQ bS.. 
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GEN. XXVIII. 


JACOBS LADDER. 


‘Jacob fleeing from his Brother, fees 2# a Dream a Miyftical Ladder. 


“Tr Anger of Efau againtt Jasob, who 
had beguiled him of his Fathers Blef- 
fing , was too vilible to 
“be hid from Rebekah, and 
Jacob thea leg 77 the tender Love fhe had 
gears ld, for Face, made her very 
folicitous how fhe might leit prevent the fa- 
tal cfedts thereot. Having well weighed the 
matrer, fhe thought it neceflary for Jacob to 
abfene himfelf, and give way to his Brother 
for a time, to the end, that avoiding his 
fight for fone years, ic might mitigate or 
quite efface the FFrath he bad conceiv'd as 
gaint him: and therefore fhe chofe rather to 
deprive her feif of the fight and company of 
her dearly beloved Scx, than to expofe him 
tw the direful Confequences of his Brorkers 
Wrath, preferring herein the fafecy of her 
Son, before her own facisfaction. 

Jo make this her defign the readier to be 
approved of by Jiaac, the teok an occalion to 
difcourfe with him abcut Sacoh’s Marriages 
wfluring him, that fhe fhould never be able 
to bear it, if zacob fhould take one of the 
Davgbters of the Land of Canaan for his 
‘Wife, following thelewd Example of his Bro- 
‘ther Eau, who had married two of them, not 
regarding the aversion his Parents had againft 
them. She therefore defires deze to fend 
him into Atfepstamia to Bethucl her Father , 
that there he might provide himfelf a Wife 

ifsac readily approving of his Wives Pro- 
poial, calls Jacob to him, and renewing all 
the Blefixgs he kad formerly beftowed upon 
him, he charges him to teke him’ a Wite of 
the Daughters of Labav.his Mothers Brother. 

Thus Jacob leaves his Native Country, ra 
ther like a poor Fugitive avoiling the Anger 
of his enraged Brether, than as a rich and 
wealthy Perfon , who gocsa Woing with ail 
the Orxaments and Accottremeats common in 
that cafe with the Men cf the World: And 
when inthis his ftate of Poverty and Defer- 
tion (which admirably well reprefents to us 
the D.ficultics and Lribuiations that accom. 
pany a Chriftian Life ) he had lighted upon 
a certain place in the open Aci? , where (by 
reafon of the approaching Night, he was 
forced totake up his Lodging, having no o- 


Te fame Tear.2245° 
 btfeve Chrift, (759- 


ther Bed but the Eirt5, nor any fofter Pidlw 
to reft his Head upon,than what's Stoze could 
afford him, he falls into a found Sleep. 

Buc the meannefs of his Lodging could not 
bar him from the Divine Prefence and Favour; 
for GO D ina Dram reprefents to him how 
near he isto thofe who are poor and perfecu- 
ted by their Brethren for his Name fake, and 
what a particular care he has of them in this 
their fad and folitary Condition , as to our- 
ward appearance. 

For this Holy Man in his Dream, beholds a 
‘Ladder the foor whereof ftood upon the Larth, 
and the top reached to Heaven, and the n- 
gels of GO D afcending and defcending up- 
on it. He atto faw the LORD himfelf 
fanding above it, who faid, Iam the LORD 
GOD of Abraham thy Father, and the GOD 
of Ifsac; the Land whercon thou lief will I 
give tice, and to thy Seed; and thy Sed 
hall be as the Duft of the Earth, and in thy 
Seed foal at the Famtlies of the Earth ée bid= 
fed; and bebeld 1 am with thee, and will keep 
thee whitherfoever thou goeft, and will bring 
thee again into this Land, for I will not leave 
thee until Ihave p:rformed adthat I inrve pro 
mifid unto thre. 

Facoh awaking from his Sleep, and being 

amazed at the Glory of the Vifon thar had 
been reprefented to him, could not contain 
himfelf from crying out, How dreadful ts tis 
place! for the LOK D ishere, though Lknew* 
te not. 
This Vilion, and thts MM, ftical Ladder, of 
which the Fathers tell us fomany choice things, 
lively reprefents to us, the Care which the Di- 
vine Providence im cll Ages would take of thofe 
that are his, tat he would be prefent wisi 
them inthe time of their Affliction , aud in 
the place of their Exile and Pilgrimage , amd 
that they fhould mucr want the ef-fiance and 
comfert of the Holy Angels. Aud that theres 
fore they ouchr not to fear the Wrath of Men, 
nor tae Confgiracy of their own Brethren aq 
gaiuft LD. 5 farafauch as all tiofe would but 
wake then frd GOD more prelent with, and 
rer ia bilp tisom in all ther Otiiculties and 
Neceilities whazloever. 


RACHEL 
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GEN. XXIX, 


[ 26 ] 


33 


RACHEL AND LEAH. 


Jacob Serveth bis Uncle Laban for Rachel Sis Daughter, 


47 COB being affured by this Myferious 
Vifion of the Divine Protection, went ve- 
ry chearfully on his 
Way to Haran, and 
meeting with fome Shepherds near a Hl! in 
the Field, which had a great Stone on the 
Mouth thereof, where they ufed to Wister 
their Flcks , he asked them, whether they 
knew one Laban the Grandchild of Nahor ? 
who having anfwered him, that they knew 
him very well; added, that Rachel his 
Daughter wascoming thither wiih his Sheep 
to waterthem at the W422 Facobno fooner 
faw her coming,but he went and rolled away 
the Stove from the Wds Mouth, and watered 
her Flock; and having made himfelf known 
unto her, and kifled her, Rachel hafted away 
to tell her Father Laban; who had no fooner 
heard thefe Tydings of Jacob, but he ran 
forth,and embracing and kiffing him, broughe 
him to his Houf2. 

, Jacob perceiving a manifeft Divine Dircétion 
in all thefe particulars, acquaints Laban with 
the occafion of his undertaking that Journey, 
difcourfes to him the Fury of his Brother , 
and the neceffity he was under to abfent him- 
Self from him for atime. ; ; 

Laban readily complies with Zacob’s defire 
of continuing with him ; butforafmuch as 
he could not endure that Jacob thould ferve 
him for nothing, ¥ecob makesa bargain with 
him to ferve him feven years for Rachel his 
youngeft Daughter. 

Thele feven years being expired, Jacob ex- 
petted Rach:l, whom he {fv paffionately loved, 
but found himfelf at laft wholly fruftrated of 
his hopes ; for Laban not thinking fit to 
Marry his younger Daughter before the elder, 
took Leah the elder, and brought her to 
AnnoMundi,2252, 460 by Night; who not 
before Chrift,17 52. knowing but that ie was 
Jacob berg tien his beloved Rachel, took 
84 years old, her to Lis Bed. - 

Facobin the Morning perceiving what Laban 
had put upon him, complains thereof with 
Great refentment ; but Laban endeavouring 
to appeale Jacob’s juft Lilpleafare, defires him 
to allow feven Days for the Solemniry of his 
firft Marriage, and that when they were en- 


The fanse year, 2245+ 


her other 7 years During which time a; 
ecb had fix Sons by Lis}, vat Kaci! continte 
ing barren for a great while, was fo much 
grieved thereat, that envying her Sifters fers 
tility, fhe at laft burit our inco that paifionate 
Expreffion of her forraw to Jacod, faying, 
Give mz Children, or elfe I die. Some time 
after GO D was pleafed to eale her of this 
fore AMiftion, and to hear her Prayers, fo 
that fhe conceived a Son, whom fhe called 
Jofiph, 

Jaco after the Birth of his Son Jofepb, defi- 
red leave of La‘anto r2- Anvo Mundi,22§9. 
turn with his M7ucs and Jreob being yt years 
ChildrenintohisownCoun- td. 
try, He reprefented to him, that having 
{pent fourteen Years in his Service, during 
which time he had with all Care and Faith- 
fulnefs dilcharged the difficule and laborious 
Employment of managing his Affairs, and 
improving his Eftare, that therefére it was 
now high time for him to think of providing 
for his own Family. Laban having learnt 
by Experience, that the LO R D had blieffed 
him for facob’s fake, earneftly conjured him 
to continue longer; which if he would agree 
‘to, he fhould be his own Carver, and have 
what Wages he would require; whereupon 
Jacob having mentioned the confideration he 
required (which was readily embraced by La- 
ban) he continued to take the burthen and 
care of all his Flocks and Cattel upon him for 
fix years longer. 

The Fathers, in taking a view of the Life 
of Jacob, could not Suffictently admire the Dis 
vine Conduit towards this Holy Patziarch, 
whom he expofed to twenty years hard Servi- 
tude, notwithftanding the Promifes he bad made 
unto bim of being Jole LOR D and Poffeffor 
of the whole Land of Canian. Hs Sons were 
tobe the Princes of a numerous People, and 
their Father is fain to be a Servant, and by 
hard and continual Labour and Watching to 
Supply the Necefity of bimfelf and Family, 
GOD was willing, (fay they) by tha Exam- 
ple, to fhew that the glory of tie Paftors and 
Teachers of she Church, is to b2 employed in 
continual Labour and Watching for the geod 
of the Souls committed to their Charge, and in 
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ded, he would give him Rachel allo; but yet thoughts of providing for, and fatisfying their 
upon this condition, that he fhould ferve for Flock, rather than nee Jacobs 
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34 [27 ] 


GEN. XXXI, 


Facobs Return to His Wirth-place; 


Jacob deaves Laban, to return to his own Country. 


He Bleffings that GOD fo plentifully 

T fhowr’d down upon Jacob, and on all 
Anno Mendia26s. «that belonged to him, fo 
befure Chrift, 1739- excited Laban’s Envy , 
Jacob beingthentog that he perceived it was 
years olds his Prudence to leave Me- 
fopotamia , for the fame Reafon, that before 
had obliged him to quit Canaan, Whilft 
thefe Thoughts were ruminating in his 
Mind, without daring to put them in execu- 
tion for fear of undertaking any thing from 
a motion of his own Spirit, GOD himfelf 
commanded himto return to the place of his 
Nativity, and promifes to be with him, and 
to defend him in his Journey. 
_ Jacob hereupon cafts about, how to accom- 
plifh GO D's Commands, and relolves to 
do it inthe moft fecret manner, and todepart 
from Mefopotamia in the fame manner, as he 
firt came thither, that is, like a Fugitive. 
To this purpofe, he calls for his two Wives, 
and difcourfes to them his defign, which 
they approv’d of, and agree to follow him: 
So Facob taking his Opportunity during La- 
ban’s Abfence, went his way privately, ta- 
king his Familyand Poffefions with him. 

. Laban being inform’d of his fudden unex- 
pected Departure, and miffing fome of his 
idols, which Rachel without the knowledge 
of her Husband had taken with her,ina Tran- 
fport of Paffion purfues him feven days, and 
overtakes him on Mount Gilead; but before 
their coming together, GOD appears to Lavan 
in a Dream by Night, charging him not in 
the leaft to hurt Jacob. 

As foon as they were met, Laban complains 
to Facob, seproaching him for bafely ftealing 
away from him,and hurrying away his Daugh- 
ters, as Captives taken by the Sword: He 
told him, it was il] doneto conceal his Depar- 
‘ture, and thereby to prevent him of taking 
his Jaft farewel of his Chi/dren, and to fhew 
his, Peternal tendernefs for them ; and con- 
cluded, that however he might exercife hime 
feif with the Poileffion he had to return to 
his own Country and Fathers Houfe; yet that 
his rot bing him of his Zdols was a thing un- 
juft, and that he could have no Pretence or 
Plea tor it. 

Jacob ax thefe Words interrupted him, and 
having excufed the Privacy of his Departure, 


abfolutcly deny’d the taking away the faid 


Idols, fo far asto give him leave to kill the 
Party with whom he fhould find chem. Za- 
ban having fougl:r chem with great diligence, 
at Jaft enters Rachels Tent ; but before his 
coming fhe had carefully hid them in the Cae 
mels Furniture, and fitting upon them, defi- 
red her Father, not to take itill, that fhe rofe 
not up to pay him her dutiful Refpetts, as 
being at that time indifpos’d. 

Laban being forced to return without find- 
ing them, Jacob begins fharply to expoftulate 
with him for his moft unjuft and hard deal- 
ing towards him ; but at length, their Spi- 
rits being calmed before their parting, they 
made a Covenant to obferve reciprocally, and 
having Feafted together, lovingly take leave of 
each other. 

In this Hittory, Jacob es to be admired as 
a porfetl Model of that Wifdom and Juftice 
which we are to obferve in living in the 
World : He took care not to burthen himfelf 
with the poffeffion of any thing, but what he 
could take along with him, to the end he might 
not be forced to depend upon any one. As he 
loft nothing of what was his own, neither took 
he ought that belonged to another. He had ene 
riched himfelf not only without impairing oc 
thers, but by procuring particular Profit and 
Advantage. 

Laban, who treated him fo like a Slave, who 
wifh’a him no good, but endeavoured to ope 
prefs and injure him, yet in effect could do no- 
thing to his prejudice, mor binder him from 
departing from him with great Riches ; For 
when he came to reafon with Jacob , his bad 
Nature became good ; becaufe Jacob's AGions 
were feafon'd with Juftice and Wifdom, and dia 
rethed by the guidance of GO DS Spirit. 

Happy is he who with Jacob can fay to the 
Devil and the World, Search, whether there 
be any thing with me that is yours, and take 
it: And who, with blefed Rachel, ( tho” of ax. 
Idolatrous Family ) treads under foot her Fae 
thers Idols. 

She (by her Example ) teacheth Chriftian 
Daughters xot to follow the finful€ foms of 
their Parents , who often defire nothing more 
than to facrifice them to the Idol of Worldly 
Vanity ; fut having on Eye to the eternal and 
fatisfying Delights of a Heavenly Country, te 
take care not to forfeit the fame, oy loving their 


Fathers more than G O D. 
JACOB 
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GEN. XXXII 


ACOB having thus efcaped the hands of 
Laban, thought of nothing now , but 

The fame Tear ow he might efcape thofe 
: * of Efau hisBrother ; in order 
whereunto he fends Meflengers before him 
unto the Land of Seir, to acquaint Efax in 
the moft fubmiffive way imaginable, that ha- 
ving fojourned with Lagan in Mefopotaria for 
feveral years, he wasthen upon his return to 


his Fathers Houfe, and thet the occafion of him, 
find as to prevail with G O D, he had noneed to 


his fending to him was, Thar he might 

gracein his fight. 
But the Meffengers 

quainting Jacob, that as foon as they 


livered their Mellage to Efau, he 


(upon their return) ace 
had de- 
had put 


[28 J 


Jacob Cirettiing with 
Jacobs Wifdom in Appeafing Efau’s Anger. 


35 
att Angel. 
His Wreftling with an Angel. 
and feeing that he did not prevail againft him, 
he touched the Sinew or Holow of his Thigh, 
and caufed him to. hale : But Yacob taking 
new Courage from this happy hurt, told him 
he had hurt him; and the age would fain 
have been gone, but Jacob would not let him 
go until he had bleffed him. Then the Agel 
demanded what was his Name,and gave him 


the new Name of 1SR 4EL; withal afluring 
that as he had been fo happy and ftrong 


apprehend any thing of danger from Mcn,and 
in particular from his Brother Efau. 

Not long after Jacob feeing his Brother 
coming a far off, at the Head of 400 Mex, and 


himfelf at the Head of 400 Armed Men,and. having ranged his Family in the order he 


was already on his march to meet him, he be- 
came feized with an extream Fear, which 
madehim caft forth ftrong Cries to GO D, 
to deliver him from the Hand of Efaw his 
Brother. 

Having thus firft of all fixed his confidence 
inG O D, he proceeded to make ufe of all 
his Natural Prudence to calm his Brothers 
Anger, and to incline his Heart towards him, 
which he thought he could not fo well do a- 
ny other way than by Prefents. Wherefore 
having fet apart 200 She-Goats, 20 He-Goats, 
200 Ewes, 20 Rams, 80 Mileh-Gamels, with 
their Colts, go Cows, and 10 Bulls, 20 She- 
Afes, and 10 Feals, he delivered them to his 
Servants, every Drove by themfelves, with 
Orders to leave a fpace between every one, 
and exprefs Direttions, how to behave them- 
{elves towards Ejaz, to the end, that his Spi- 
rit feeing thofe Prefents pafs feverally, might 
by little and little be smollified towards him, 
as well as by the humble fubmiflion of thofe 
who offered them to himin the Name of their 
Maffer. 

Face having given thefe Orders, which 
were not to he executed until the next day, 
caufed his Wivesand Children ( withall that 
belonged to him ) to pafs over the Brook 
tabbok by Night, whilft Jacob was left alone 
on the other fide. Then Jacob betakes him- 
felf in. earneft Prayer toG O D, for an happy 
iffue of the Meeting between him and his Bro- 
th:r, whereupon a Man, (or rather an Angel 
in the fhape of a Maz) appeared unto him, 
and Wreftled with him until the Break of Day; 


feftion, that he could 


thought bef, he paffed on before them co meet 
him ; and as he came near he bowed himfcl¢ 
feven times to the ground before him, and 
not being able to refiftthe powerful impreflion 
which Jacob’s meek Submiffion made upon his 
Spirit, runs to meet him, falls upon his Neck, 
and kiffes him ; yea, his former Wrath was 
turn’dto that degree of Tendernes and <f- 
not withhold himfelf 
from Zeart. He with pleafure beholds tlie 
Wives and Children which G O D had given 
him,and could hardly be perfwaded to receive 
the Prefents that Facob defign’d for him. 

After this, Efsu ( to thew his Kindnefs to 
him) offered to keep Company with him, and 
with his Armed Men, to be a Guard to him 
and his Company, but Jacob having repre- 
fented to him how neceflary it was for him to 
goon foftly, becaufe of the tendernefs of his 


young Children and the Herds with young, 


which if overedriven but one Bayou cer- 
tainly die, preffed Efas to march on before 
to Mount Sier, where he would. not fail to 
wait upon him. 

Thus did he not only avoid the Anger of his 
Brother, who had fworn his deftruition ; bus 
moreover changed it into Tenderne{s and Lave. 
He did not fix his Thoughts upon the confides 
ration of bis osn Innocence, or ‘laus Guilt 
and Blame-worthinefs ; he blotted out of bis 
Heart all the Refentments he might have had 
againft him; and if he was troubled for his 
Mifdemeanors , *twas rather (faith S. Ambrofe) 


for his Brothers fake than kis own. 


E: pINAH 


DIN A Fz. | 
Linah in going to fee the Daughters of the Land, Shechem Ravifht bers. her Bro- 
thers, to avenge the Affront, kill all the People of Shechem. 


WE EN Jacob was return’d from Méfo- 
' potamia, and dwelt peaceably at Sa- 
Anno Mundi,2274. 4%, a City of the Sheche- 
before Cheift,1> 10. mites, where he had al- 
Dinah being avons {co bought a@ parcel of 
T5 years od. Ground, an Accident hap- 
ned, which occafion’d him a great deal of 
Sorrow. 

Dinah (his Daughter by Lech). being gone 
abroad to fee the Davghters of the Land, 
Shecluam ( the Son of Hamer the Hivite, who 
was the Kiag of that Country) having feen 
her, took her by force. and Ravijht her, and 
his Paftion for ‘her ftiil increafing, he told 
his Father, thathe defign’d to Marry her, 
and delired him to get her ro Wife. 

Jacoo was ftrangely aifii€ted to hear this fad 
News of his Daughter Dinahs defilement, and 
his Sons diflembling their Refentment, that 
they might the better revenge the Violence 
done to their Sifer, anfwered Hamor and Sirc- 
cam deceitfully, (who were come to defire 
them to approve of the Marriage of Shechem 
with Divah, as wellas of other reciprocal 
Marriages betwixt beth People,).thatno fuch 
thing could be,for that they were Uncircumet= 
fed; bur in cafethey would all confent to be 
Circumerfed, then the mutual Alliances they 
had propounded, might well take place. 

Hamor and Shechim having made this Pro- 
pofal to their Subjefs, they prefently con- 
tracted and were Circumeifed: But on the 
third day, when their Pain was moft fenfible, 


‘Simeon and Levi (‘Dinaks Brothers) took. 


their Sxerds, and came. boldly upon the Ci- 
ty, and flew all the Males, without {paring 
the Kizg-himfelf, or his Son, whofe unlaw- 
ful Lujts were the firft caufe of thfis Bloodfhed. 
After this B&ody Execution, the reft of Jacol’s 
Ssus entred the Cry, pillaged it, and carried 
the Se.ls both of the C ity and Country along 
with them, taking all their Liss Ones, and 
their Wve: Cantives. 

jacb was extreamly troubled at this their. 
unheard of Revenge, complaining that they 


had made his Naoxz hateful and aboininable - 


ainongft the Inhabitants of the Land, by this 


their horrible Profidioufizfs, and that by their: 


Alu’ of the Divine Ordinance of Crreumel- 
fen tosatistie their Revenge, they had as fur 
ws an. them Jay expoféd him, and his whole 


Family to apparent Ruine, for that he was 
but few in number, and not able to withe 
ftand them. 

Whilft Jacob was in no {mall apprehenfion 
of the Mifchief,which the Violence of Sizmeox 
and Levi might bring upon him from the 
Neightouring People, whohad heard the Ree 
port of their Inhuman Graelty, GOD coms 
mands him to goto Bethel, the. place where 
he had appeared tohim when he fled from 
his Brother Efau: And the Seripture takes 
notice, that GO Dcaft his Terror. upon aff 
the Cities round. about them, that tho’ their 
will was good, they had not the Courage to 
purtue after the Sons of Jacob. 

Soon after Jacob's Arrival at Bethel, Rachil 
(his Wife) died in Labour Ano hienli sees 
ofher Son Benjamin, and eferg Chritt, 2716. 
much about the fametime 
Yaac his Father died alfo, being 180 years 
of Age, and was buried by his two Sons, E~- 
faz and Jacob ; who: foon ‘after patted from 
each other, one Coxntry being not fufficient 
tokeep their vaft Pofféfims or Herds of Cattel 

This Hiffory of Dinah hasalways been con- 
fidered by the Fathers, as a pregnant Exam- 
ple, teaching us to avoid vain Curiofity , and 
the Affettion of the Company of Strangers, 
AndS Ambrofe tells us, That if alliught from 
hence to learn this Inftrudtion, Chriftian Vir- 
gins are obliged to make this ufe of it before 
ail others. Retirement (faith he) is to be 
confidered by them as their part and portion, 
and they muft avoid Seeing, or being Scex by 
the Peepleof the World, and differ from them 
in all their Ways and Deportments. They 
ought greatly to fear their being overtaken 
with Dinahs Curiofity, in defiring ( like ber) 
to fee the Manners of Strange Women, I 
mean, fuch as live indeed ainongft Chrifti- 
ans , and. profe/s the Name of Chrift, but in 
truth are Yeathens, ws torheir Manners and 
Converfation ;.. neither can they Juficiently 
tremble , when they. vefic on the fatal confe~ 
quences of the Curiofity of this young Virgin 
of abour 1§ years of Aze; who by thy vaiite 
gazing, not only loft. her Virginity, but allo 
vous tae occafion of her Brother's Por fidioufnels 
and Cruelty, the rain of a whole City, aid 


(if GOD bad not prevented ) of him and 
he Family, 
JOSEPR- 
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GEN. XXXVII. 


[30] 17 


“JOSEPH SOED 


—. Jofeph zs fold: by his Brethren into Dgypt. 


ACOB, who had lately efcaped a War 
| with Strangers, was fain foon after to 
Anno Murdi 2276. meet with one in his own 
befire Chrift 1728 Houfe, which was the more 
12 years before the grievous unto.him, as‘be- 
Death of Waa. - ~ ing between thofe of his 
own Fich and Blosd.. 

Joleph (the Son of Rachel) being the laft 
of the Children that: were born to Jacob in 
Mefopotamia at the Age of 16 years and up- 
wards, accufed his Brethren to his Father of 


fome enormous Crime, which the Scripture 


doth not mention. ‘This bold Undertaking of 
their younger Brother, and the tender Love 
his Father had for him,.produced fo great En- 
vy againit bim,. that they could not fo much 
as fpeak one Friéndly Word to him. . This 
their Hatred was.much increafed by his ac- 
quainting them with two of his Dreams ; the 
one, thacas. he and his Brerbren were binding 
their Sheaves, his Sheaf arofe and ftood up 
in the midftof theirs, and tliey worfhipped it: 
And the other, that he-faw the San, Moon, and 
Eleven Stars worfhipping him. .Thefe two 
Dreams, which plainly, prefaged his furure E- 
levation,excited a moft furious-Hatred againft 


him, which GOD made ufe of: for his Ad- | 


vancement. ; 
Some time after, when Jacob had fent 7o- 


feph to vifit his Brethren, (who fed thei Flocks 
in Shechem) they feeing him coming «far off, 
confzired againft him to flay him. But Rew- 
ben, his eldeft Brother, abhor'd this their de- 


teftable Defign, and hiding his refolution of © 


faving him, counfelled them not to dip their 
Handsin the Blood of their Brother; but to 


fatisfie themfelves by catting him intoa Pir, 


hoping thereby to take him out, and deliver 
him to his Father. us at 

His Brethren approved of Reuben’s Advice, 
and having ftript him of his Party-coloured 
Goat, let him- down-into the Pit; and they fat 
them down to eat Bread ; and they lift up 
their Eyes, and bzhold a Company of Iihmae- 
lites that came from Gilead with their Ca- 
mels, going into Kgypt And Judah faid, 
what profit izit if we flay our Broth? Let 
us fell him, and let not our Hand be upon hin, 
for heis our Brother; and they were content. 


And they took Jofeph out of the Pit, aud fold 


‘him .to the Whmaelites for 20 Pieces of Silver, 
‘and they brought him into Egypt. dnd they 
‘todk’ Jofeph’s Coat, ‘and killed a Kid, and dip- 
ped the Coat in the Blood; and fent it to their 
‘Father. And Jacob at the firft fight knew it 
to be Jofeph’s, and concluded that a wild Beaft 
had devoured him 3 and being Jeized with a 
wiolent Sorrow, he rent his Garments, put ox 
Sackcloth, and mourned many Days. And 
his Sons and Daughters rofe up to comfort him; 
but he refufed: 

Thus Little Jofeph, who in his Dreams had 
hada forefight of his future-Greatnels, and E« 
levation, yet did not forefee- his being fold 
for a Slave: AndGOD, who revealed to 
him the Dignity he was to arrive at,conceal’d 
the AHichons' that were to make way for 
them. He was: fain to give way (fora time) 
tothe Envy of his Brethren, that inthis pare 
ticular (as in many others) he might be a 
lively Image of Fees Chrift, and the comfort 
of good Men;whoin all Agesto come fhanid. 
be expofed to the Envy ofthe Wicked, and the 
Confpirings of their own Brethren. 

The Grief of Jacob (which was fo juft) may 
neverthelfs ferve for an Inftruétion ca all Fa- 
thers ; for though he Jorely lamented his Death, 
‘yét probably that which was the chiefeft Caxfe, 
‘was his loving him too wel, which occafoned 
his lofs, thereby ftiring up the Envy of bis 
Brethren againft him. - see 

It is good to love ones Children’; yea, it is 
but a piece of Fuftice, to love thofe better than 
‘others, who are moft vertuous? But it is-of 
dangerous confequence to give too oprn Marks of: 


‘it, becaufe-tkis* may be pernicious to the bem. 


loved, by exafperating their Envy to: fee him: 
preferr’d before them’; and: Fathers. ought in: 
this café to~ confider, that they can. fearce pre- 

cure a greater advantage ‘to their Darlings, . 
he to make them to beloved of. all their Bree 
thren. : fg Ee 

And we need not wonder, if we: (ee that a. 
piece of Land, or a:partitkdar. Legacy given 

roa bejt-beloved Son,’ doth incite tke Envy 

of all his Brethren ; becaufe .we fee here, that 

aCoat only which Jacob gave Jofephy was rhe 

occajion of this their great averfion and hatred | 
unto Rim. 


JOSEPH 's - 
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GEN. XXXIX, 


[3x] 
JOSEPHs CHASTI1Y. 


Jofeph is tempted Ly Potiphar's Wife, and caft into Prifon. 


OSEPH thus fold by his Brethren, was 

brought to Egypt, and fold to Potiphar, 
an Officer of Pharaoh, and Captain of itis 
Guard: But GOD, (who never abindons 
poor perfecuted Innocents) made Jo/.p# meet 
with more Kindnefs ina ftrange Cowstry,cnaa 
he had found in his own, from his Brethren. 
His Prudence, Modefty and Fidelity, gain’d him 
his Mafter’s Heart; who perceiving ti:.t 
this young Bondman hed nothing that was 
fervile in his Manners and Deportment, he made 
him Overfegr of his Houfe, and committed all 
that hehad to his Care and Management. 

Whilft Jofeph was shus ae and sien 

: ed by his Mafter, Potiphar’s 
tae ee Wife (by her deteftable 
Jofeph being about Luff) came to trouble the 
27 years old. Cal he had enjoyed: For 
having oft caft her Eyes upon ofeph, the 
became foon enflamed with unlawful Pafion 
for him; which fhe being no longer able 
to contain within rhe Secret of her own 
Breaft, it foon broke forth into Words, and 
from Words to urgent Solicitations, and laft 
of all to open Violence. For finding Sofeph 
always immoveable like a Rock, as having 
too much Fear of GOD, as well as Refpett 
for his Maffer,ever to encline to that Crime: 
This lewd Woman being unable to overcome 
her Paffon, or take Example by the Modsfly 
of him who was her Slave, having found him 
one day.alone in the Houfe, fhe caught him 
by the Garment, and would force him to do 
what he had formerly with fo much conftan- 
cy refufed. Jofeph feeing himfelf in this im- 
minent and prefling Danger, leaving his 
Garment in her Hand got away. 

This Woman irritated by this rude Refufal, 
foon changed her AfieGtion into a Haired full 
of Rage and Madnefs againft him; and ma- 
king a loud Outcry, as if Jofeph had come to 
tempt her to unlawful Lu/t, fhewing to her 
Domfticks (that came in upon her Outcry) 
Fofeph’s Cloak, which fhe pretended that he, 
upon her Refiftance and Outcry, had left in 
her Hands. 

With this feign’d Story fhe gain’d her cre- 
dulous Husbana, whofe Wrath being eXtream- 
ly kindled againft Jofeph, caft him into the 
King’s Prifon, fhewing himfelf now as unjuft 
and cruel, as before he had been kind, and 
jut co his Merit and Virtue, 


Thus (faith St. Ambrofe) the Voice of Cle« 
mency és liftned to, and Truth is filen'd, A 
Woman fpake, and that without either Evi- 
dence or Witnefs : She fees that Jofeph’s chafte 
Deportment condemns her Luft: She undertakes 
th.vefore to facrifice him to her Revenge, 
and to punifb that Chaftity in him, which fhe 
had trampled under foot in her felf. 

Thus (adds that Holy Man, refle&ting up- 
on the Arian Perfecution) it often happens, 
that Prifons become the Lot of innocent Men, and 
that thofe who employ their utmoft Affronts to 
corrupt the true Faith, have put others into T- 
rons, who would not commit Adultery by embra- 
cong their Errors. 

However (continues that Father) let not the 
Righteous therefore affi® themfelves, for GOD 
accompanies his Holy Ones in their Dungeon 
(as it ws here faid of Jofeph, Thase GOD 
was with him) and is not ajbamed of their 
Bonds, but comforts them, and gives them fa- 
vour in the Eyes of all whom they have co deal 
with, 

As there was the time wherein GOD made 
bare his Omnipotence by vifible Judgments ; he 
made ufe here of « Woman's Hatred, to make 
Jofeph a Ruler over all the Land of Egypt. 
But now inthe time of the New Law (in imie 
tation of Jefus Chrift, and the Martyrs) God- 
ly Men, who are treated as this Holy Patri- 
arch was, afpire only after his Patience, and 
not at all fe that Greatnefs which feconded 
it: and in their Affifions, which proceed both 
from the hand of GOD and Men, they eye 
GOD alone, and not Men. They know they are 
always guilty before kim, though not of the 
Crimes they are accufed of ; and they heartily 
ble[s the Hand, which, at the fame time it firikes, 
heals. They not only (like Jofeph) entertain no 
W-will againft shofe who have contributed to 
their Sufferings, but rather think themfelves 
thereby obliged tolove them the more. They rece 
konthe days of their Afliftion amongft the hapa 
pieft days of their Life, and even wien they are 
perfiuaded, that they can look for no iiverty but 
from the Hands of Death, they comfort 
themfelves with that which was Jacob’s come 
fort in hw diftrefs, and fay, { have in Hea 
ven him who is Judge and Witnefs of my 
Heart, and of him alone I expeé& the clears 
ing of my Innocence, and the recompence 


for what I now fuffer. ; 
JOSEPH 
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GEN. XLI. 
JOSEP 

OSEPH being caft into Prifon, 
J appear ( by the favour he found 
that places which are -inacceflible to Men, 
not {oto the Divine Mercy and Love ; and 
that the more we expofe our felves by our 
Faithfulne{s to him, the more he loadsus with 
the Marks of his Favour. Sjofeph in all his 
Carriage gavefuch pregnant Evidence of his 
Vertue and. Wifdow, that the Keeper commit- 
ted all the Prifoners to his Care, giving him 
full Authority over them. 

Whilft thefe things paffed, two 
Pharaoh, the one his chief Butler, and the o- 
ther his Baker, having offended their LOR D, 
and being put into the fame Prilon with Jo- 
fepb, they hapned to dream two very lignifi- 
cant and prelaging Dreams ; The. Butler, that 
a Vine was before him, and onthe Vine three 
Branches, which budded, bloffemed, and brought 
forth ripe Grapes, which he took and preffed 
into Pharaohs Cup, and prefented it to him. 
The Baker, that he had three Baskets on his 
head, and that in the uppermoft Basket were all 
manner of Bake-meats for Pharaoh, which the 
Birds came andeat out of the Basket that was 
on bis head, ; 

Fofeph atthat time being a Figure of Sofas 
Chrift, by the difference he made between 
thofe his two Gompanions in his Suffcrings, 
affures the Baker, that within three Days he 
fhould have his Head cut off, and his Body 
hanged upon a Tree; and the Butler , that 
within three Days Pharaoh thould reftore him 
to his Place , and pray’d him to remember 
him in his.Profperity. But the Butler was 
“Anno Mundi, 2489. wholly unmindful of Fo- 
before Chrift, 1715- feph, until about 2 years 
Jofeph being 30 years after Pharaoh chancing 
eld, to have a Dream, which 
none of his Magicians could interpret, this 
Officer cali’d to mind the Dream which he had 
in Prifon, and Jofeph’s Interpretation. Pha- 
rach in his Dream {aw 7 very fat Xine come 
out of the River Nile, and feeding in a Mea- 
dow, and afterwards faw 7 other Kine coming 
out of the fame River, but extreamly lean, 
and ghaftly to look upon which devoured the 
yfac Kine. After this ( being failen afleep 
again ) he dreamt, he faw 7 Ears of Corn up- 
on one ftalk full and fair, which foon after 
were devoured by 7 others, that were thin 
and blafted. 

Pharaob being much concern’d to know the 
Interpretation of his Dreams, the Butler pre- 


made it 
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H ADVANCED; 


Officers of 


ftate of Glory, 


39 
fents himfelf before the King, ahd tells him 


there ) of Joleph, who immediately fent for him. 7o- 
are feph having heard the King tell his Dreans, 


acquaints him, that they fignified 7 years to 
come of great plenty, which were to be fuc- 
ceeded by 7 other years of the extreameft Fa- 
mine; and to prevent the fatal effects thereof, 
he counfelled the King toappoint great Store- 
houfes throughout allthe Land, to lay up all 
the Surplus of the Plentiful years, to ferve 
for a fupply during the 7 years of Famine. 

Pharaoh admiring the Wifdom of Fofeph, 
prefently concluded with himfelf, thatno bo- 
dy could be more fit to manage this Affair 
than himfelf; and accordingly conferr’d up- 
on him full poweroverall the Land of Egypt, 
to order things as he fhould think fic, and rati- 
fied this new Digniry to him , by taking a 
Ring from his own Hand, and putting it upon 
Fofephs, and a Gold-Chain about his Neck, 
and making him ride in his fecond Chariot, 
the Heralds proclaiming before him, Bend the 
Knee. 

Thus this Holy Man -began to enter upon his 
and to quit she Suffering cire 
cumstances wherein GO D tefore had placed 
him, that by them ( as fo many fieps ) he might 
mount him to tke Pinnacle of Glory. Neither 
was he dazled by this fudden removal from «@ 
Dungeon Darknefs, to the highef Meridian 
of Court-Glory 3 for as his Ajflittions could not 


*depre{s him, fo neither could this high and un- 


bok'd for Honour life him up. He recerved 
with an equal and indifferent temper from the 
hands of GO D the Good and Evil things of 
this World ; and continually kept his Heart in 
that uniform Moderation, shat in the midft of 
his great power, he never had a thought of 
revenging bimfelf of thofe, who by their Ca- 
lumnies had fo unjuftly affitted him, and 
sohom he thought but too- fe verely punifbed’ by 
the Sole remembrance of their Crimes, and 
the defpair and gnawing Checks of their ows 
Confcience. 

TheJe Changes vifibly 
but there are others that happen till every day 
invifibly by a Miracle incomparably grea‘er, of 
which the Elevation of Jofeph wasonly a Fi- 
gure, when thofe who have ( as it were ) beer 
trod under {oor by. Men, and made vile by Pris 
fons and Calumnies, do in an inflant pafs over 
from all their Sufferings, which have lafted but 
for a Moment, to that Eternity of Glory, which 


their Sufferings have prepared for ia 


hapned bere on Earth s 


5 


YOSEPH having received from the Hand 
J of Pharaoh fo unlimited a Power, rite 
it appear, how happy that King is, that has 
a wife and godly Miniffer to rsly On, and ad- 
vite with ; and thar good Counjel is tobe pre- 
ferred before all Worldly Treafures: Heap- 
plieshimfelf with all diligence to employ his 
Authority for the good of the People and 
Neighbouring Nations committed to his 
Charge, and provided an abundant fupply for 
the 7 future years of Scarcity, without cau- 
fing a Want in the midft of Plenty. | 

After he had with great care laid up the 
Produéts of the Yearsof plenty in Store-houfes 
throughout all the Land, to that prodigious 
quantity, that it was beyond number , the 7 
Years of Famine fucceeding, began to fhew 
their direful Effects. The People of Egypt, 
pteffed by the irrefiftible tocre of Want, ap- 
pear before Pharaoh, crying out for relief in 
Koss senate: this time of their Neceffi- 
before Covift 1508. ty; and he fends them to 

; Jofeps, whom he had en- 
trufted with all thae Affair, who very favou- 
rably receiv’dtheir Complaints, and fupplied 
them, without putting by any. 

The Land of Canaan, as well as other 
Neighbouring Countries, was made fenfible 
of this extraordinary Famine : Wherefore Ja- 
cob having heard that there was Corn in Egypt, 
hids his Sons go down thither,and buy Corn 
for his Family. Accordingly Jacob’s ten Sons, 
being ail, except Benjamin, whom his Farher 
would not parr with for fearany Mi/chief might 
tefal him by the way, came {amongift many 
cthers) to buy Corn in Egypt, and prefented 
themfclves beforeJofcph,and bowed down be- 
fore him with their Faces to the Ground. 

Joferh knew his Brothers at firft fight, bur 
carried himfelf firange towards them, and 
not feeing Bestanin with them, fearing lett 
ahey might have treated him as crucily as 
they had formerly done him ; and to be re- 
> folved hereof, he spake roughly to thm, tel- 
Jing them they were Spies, and come to dif 
cover the weaku:fs of the Land. 

His Brethren being much troubled at this 
unlcoke for anid harth entertainment, to jufti- 
fie themlelves from the Reproach he laid up- 
on them of being Spies, aflurd him, that 
they were all of chem the Sons of one Father, 
who lived in the Land of Canaaa wich their 
young ft Brother. Jofeph told them, he was 
seioly dtomry whether what they had told 


4 [33]. 
JOSEPHs BRETHREN. 


GEN. XLII: 


him was true, and therefore that one of them 
fhould continue as a Pledge till the reft of 
them returned to Canaan, and brought their 
youngeft Brother (whom they had’ mentio« 
ned) down with them into &gypr; threat- 
ning, that in cafe of refufal, they fhould 
undergo the punifhment of Spier, for fuch he 
took them for. . 

It was inthis Extremityto which they were 
reduc’d, that the memory of their cruel dea- 
ling toward their Brother Jofeph began to a- 
waken in them, and fly in their Faces, info- 
much as they could not contain themfelves 
from complaining to one another in their own 
Language, of the great Sin they had commit- 
ted, for which their prefent Difire/s was juft- 
ly come on them, his B/ood being now res 
guir’d at their Hands. 

Jofeph underftanding all they faid, was 
touch’d at his Heart with Pity towards them, 
andturn’d himfelf from them, to give vent 
to his Paffion by weeping ; and foon after res 
turning tothem, took Simeon from amongft 
them, and bound him before their Eyes, and 
gave the reft of them leave to return-to their 
Father : he commanded alfo their Sacks to be 
fill’d with Corn, and their Money to be put in 
their Sacks. 

As foon as they were come totheir Father, 
they told him all hat hapned, and how they 
had been forc’d to leave Simeon bound in E- 
gypt, till they brought their Brother Benja« 
min before the Governour of the Land. ja- 
cob was forely afflitted to hear this News, and 
remembring the Sorrow had feized him upon 
the lofs of his beloved Fofeph, told them plaine 
ly, thathecouldupon no Terms refolve to 
part with his dear Benjamin , Jeft lofing him 
alfo, it fhould bring his gry Hairs with fore 
row tothe Grave, 

The Fathers cannot fufficiently admire throughe 
out the whale Sequel of this Hic, the wonder- 
ful Providence wherewith GOD governs all 
things, the Effctts whereof no Power can refift. 
Whatfoever Jofeph’s Brerbren ever feared, came 


- uponthem, They had fold him to prevent and 


fruftrate that Greatne{s which his Dreams feeme 
ed to prefage tohim, and their very felling him 
becomes th [ure means of his Exaltation and fue 
tare Glory ; i was expedient they fhould humble 
and deprefs him, in order to his Elevation; and 
his Glory ftood in need of their Hatred, which . 
like a Harbinger made way for it. 


JOSEPH 
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[ 34 ] | 
JOSEPH AND HiS BRETHREN. 


Jofeph (after a long forced ‘Reftraint ) 
a E Famine daily increafing in Canaan, 
forced Yacob to a refolution of fending 
ters oe : Benjamin with his ae 
ee at2288. .. thers into Egypt, left he 
nyec Chetty 2700. eal (ee rad die with 
Famine, whofe Abfence he feared would prove 
hisown Death. - Judah contributed much to- 
wards thein¢lining of Jacob tothis confent, 
affuring him, that he would be refpontfible 
for Benjamin, and. without fail bring him 
Lack to his Father. | 
| Thus they.departed with the Prefents their 
Fathzr had ordered them to take along with 


qt 


makes him ef kicovn to bis Bretiiren. 

found gu'ry fhould die; and thé ret ta be 
his Prifone,:: In {catching their Sacks, the Cx 
was found in tht of Benjamins; whic's 
ftrangely amazed them,and they rene their 
Cloaths, asa mark of their high adiftyels and 
Sorrow, 

But Judah, who had engaged himflf to 
bring back Binjamin, boldly drew near ta 
Fefeph, xnd in the moft humble manner re- 
prefented to himthe Promifé he had bound. 
himfelfin, to bring him back ; and thit he 
Was fure it would be the Death of his Father, 
if they fhould return without him, his Life 


them ; for Jofeph the Governour of. Egypt, being bound up.in the life of Benjamin. 


who having feen his Brothers, and Benjanin 
with them,ordercd them to be brought into his 
Heute to Dine with him. They could not 
Imagin the reafon of this fo unlook’d for 
Kindnefs , and fearing fome new Trozbles 
might Le-createdto them for the Mozy they 
bad found in their Sacks; to prevent them (as 
far asthey were able,) they told Jofcph’s Stew- 
ard, that having found their Mony in their 
Sacks, they had brought it back with them, 
and detired him to receive it of them. 

The Steward very friendly affured them, 
that he had had their Muy, and having 
Lrought Simeon out to them, foon after Jo- 
Jepe bimfelf entred where his Brethren were ; 
who bowing down before him, prefented to 
him the Gifts their Father had fene- him, 
which he very kindly accepted of; 2nd dif 
courfing familiarly with chem, asked how it 
was with their Farher ? But feeing his Bro- 
ther Benjamin, he was moved at his Hearr, 
and after he had bleffed him, could not re- 
frain from Years, being forced to withdraw, 
to'give vent to the Affection that feiz’d him 
at the fight of his younger Brozher ; and foon 
after returning unto them, he, fat down at 
the Table with them. 


Fofepi’s Bowels being moved with this naf- 
fionate Specch of Fudsh, could no longer re- 
frain himfelf, butcommanding all to quit the 
Room, he burft forth into loud Weeping, and 
told them he was o/2p3 their Brocher. Up- 
on which unlook’d for and amazing Declara- 
tion they were all aftonifh’d; ‘bur Fofeph { to 
divert them from this their coafternation)rold 
them, that GOD in his Provideace had fo or- 
dered it, that his Selling fhould prove a 
means of faving their Lives from the prefent 
Scarcity ; and embracing them, and weeping 
upon them, he bid them haf to their Father, 
to the end he and his whole Family mighe 
come down to Ezyot upon the Char sot which 
Pharach had fent to carry them. 

This Hiflory (as the Fathers obferve ) doth 
2710/8 cuphaticaly reprefent tous , the incom~ 
parable fect Temper of this Holy Patriarch, 

Jofeph, and fers afl Chriftians a Pattern, haw 
far they ought to forget aid forgive Injuries, 
He himfolf exeuferh thofe who had cruelly of- 
fended kim, and fo far was he from returning 
them the lca? Repreach, that he endeavours 
by all means to difipate the dark Clouds of 


wd 


Fear, wherewith the guilt of their Crime had 


Pd them. Having a full power fo punish 


After this day wasthus fpent in Joy and them at pleafure, he only employs it in Gratih- 


Feafting, and that Jofeph’s Brethren were pre- 
paring to return to Canzaz, Jol ph commanded 
their Sacks to be fill’d, and their Miuxy ro be 
reftored as at firlt, and withal, thar his Cup 


fhould be put into Benjamins Sack. They 4): Figure of th: unparall’d Goodnefs and, 


were fcarcely gor out of Torw, when Ssfeph 


cations, andinftead of Auger and Revenge, he 
melts them with the tendernefs of his Love and 
Action towards them. go et 

The Charity of this great Saint is an-admiva- 
Mercy 
of Jetus Chrift, who being fol.t by #75 own Bre- 


fends his steward after them, who re,-toach- thren, 202 only forgave them their petting him 
ed them for having rewarded Evil for Good, 19 fo painful a Death 5 but alfo made the very 
in ftealing away his Maffers Cup. They all Blood which cacy fa cruedy {pilt, the price of 
with one Voice excufed themielves of fo bale their Redemption, and rhe Balfom to cure their 


a Crime, and confented, that he who was Mortal Wognds, 


TE Jaceb 
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JACOB GOES 


GEN. XLVI 
INTO EGYPT. 


Jacob, with his whole Family, goes duwz into Egypt, to Jofeph bis Son. 


§ foon as ‘jofzph’s Brethren were re- 
turn’d to Canaan , and had brought 
the glad Tidings to Zacob , that ‘Jolcph was 
yet alive , and Governour over the whole 
Land of Ezype; that Holy Parrtarch, ftruck 
with the ftrangenefs of fuch nnexpetted 


News, was (between the agitations of Hoge 


‘ 
gs. 


and Fear ftrugling in his Breaft ) caf into, 


akind of Fainting; from whence,as Joon as 
he was recovered, he informed himfelf more 
parneularly concerning all. the Circumfan- 
tials of the Divine Providence towards his 
Son elcoh: And being fully fatished therein, 
not only by the Relation of thofe who had 
iven him ; but alfo by the Chariots which 
Pearaoh had fent, and the Provifion Jofeps 
had made for their commodious Tranfpor- 
tation into Egypt, his Spérit revived, com- 
forting himfelf, that he was going to iee 
his moft beloved Son ‘foftph, whom fo many 
years he had fo difconfolately mourned tor as 
dead. 

But yet notwithftanding his earneft defire 
to fee his deareft ofep, he could not on a 
fudden refolve totranfpore himlelf and his 
Family into £zypt, by reafon of the Promifes 


GO Dhad made to him, of beftowing upon. 


him and his Pofterity, the Land of Ganaan ; 
for he feared, JeR his Cisilaren being charm’d 
with the Pleafurcs of Egypt , fhould. never 
entertain a Thought of returning to the 
Land, that GOD had beftowed_ upon them 
for ever. But GOD de- 
ess ameYear219°- —iver’'d him of thisScru- 
ofere Chrift, 17 06. : 
ear the beginning of ple > by appearing to 
rie 3d year of Farin. him in a Vifon by Night, 
end affuring him, thatas 
he would go down with-him into Eg;pt , 1o 
he would in due time, bring his Pofterizy up 
from thence again. 

Yofeph being informed by Judah his Bro- 
ther, of his Father Jacov’s coming, he made 
aready his Chariot, and wentto meet him to 
Gafben ; and being come near, he frept down, 
and prefenting himfelf before his Father , 
embraced him, and fell on his Neck and 
wept, not being able for fome time to move, 
by reafon of the great Tranfport of Joy. 

After chis their Pailion.of Joy and Tears, 
W lish fo unlook’d for an Jaterview had faic'd 


from them, Joftps brings his Father to Pa- 
rz0h to-falute him ; and it being his detire, 
that his Farhers Family might live a_ pare 
from the Egyptians, he was not afham’d in 
the midft of all his Grandeur, to declare to 
the King, that his Father and Brethren were 
Shepherds; a Calling the Egyptians look'd 
upon asthe mof& deteftable that could be. 
And having obtain’d a Grant of the King, 
for them to dwel! in the Land of Gofhez, they. 
lived there inal] Plenty, without being fentte 
ble of the leatt effeéts of that raging Fm.i2. 
Thus the whole Nation of the Jews, which. 
was then compriz'd in 70 Perfons, was faved 
by the Divine Providence, and the Kindnels 
and Induftry of Jofeph. 

Thus (as §. Chrylaftom obferves ) does GO D 
difpole all the Ajairs and Concerns of his 
own People, through an admirable wavisty of 
happy and fad Events. He atfiGs thes, left 
a continued and uninterrupted courfe of Prof= 
perity foould life them up; and agin, He 
comforrs then , for frar they might be cal 
down under the burchen of thetr Suffirings, 
It proved now Jacob's advautage, that he 
had loft bis Son for a timz; and Jofeph’s, tha: 
he had been a wile {cparated from his dear. 
Father's Company ; becaufe at this meting 
they received fuch an extraordinary Incom of 
Joy, a quite effaced, and abundantly regomben~ 
cc-all their paft Sorrows. 

But on the otdzi fide, tho the Children of 
Ifrael were well received by the Egyptians for 
a fesfou, that Faithlefs People made them 
formes years after fuffir all that Inhumanity 
could infpire to a Barbaro Peeple, and Haters 
of GOD. For Egypt, (asthe Fathers tell us) 
that is to fay , the World, ought always tobe 
apprehended and [ufpetted by true Uraelices ; 
whatfoever Cares fhe might feem to make 
them , they ought not to trujt pers For it us 
evident, that tie People of GOD have always 
been forced ( fone or later ) to acknowkdge , 
that their entring into it bas been of trouble 
fom confequence, even then, when trey have 
beea fore’d toit by inevitable Necej:ty 5 and 
they find by Experience, ( as laith 8. Bernard ) 
that the Famine whici forces them titner, is 
always to be fearcd. 
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The CONTEN TS of the 
EXO 


Hes Book in the Greek 2s called Exodus ; 

. that is, a Going forth or Departure ; 
a Name vetain'd almoft by all the Interpreters 
of the Gible, as agreeing very well with that 
which is the principal Subject? thereof. For 
afcer that the Holy Ghoft bath given us an 
account, at the beginning of this Book, of the 
ftranze increafe and multiplying of the Chil- 
dren of Hrael snEgypt, and how Pharaoh had 
contrived , to fupprefs and deftroy them ; he 
velates the Birth, with the miraculous Prefer- 
vation and Education of Moles ; and how 
GO Deall’d him, and feut him with Aaron 
his Brother , to deliver his People fiom the 
‘Houfe of Bondage, that is, to bring them out 
‘of Egypt. 

Pharach being hardned, and continuing fo, 
olfinately refufeth to ket the Children of Ifrael 
£0; whereupon GOD vifits the Land of Egypt 
with ten fore Plagues and Judgments , and 
afterwards ( with a (hetchcd-out Arm) he 
‘brouht them forth , by the Hand cf Mofes; 
from thence, laden with Riches, after that they 
had celebrated the Feaft of the Patlover, in 
memory of the Deftroying Angels pafing by the 
Houfes of the fraelites, when he flew the Fixit. 
born in a the Houfes of rhe Egyptians. 

Having thus brought them out of Egypt, 
he lea tisem through the Red-Sea (in which 
Pharaoh, purf:ing them, was drowned with al 
xis Hof?) into the Wildernefs, through which 
he csuduttcd them with a Pillar ot Fire by 
Night, and a Pillar of Cloud dy Day; giving 
them Manna from Heaven, and Quails so eat, 
and prrutding them Drink out of the Rock. 

In tha Wildernefs they weve fet upon by 
the Amalekites, whom they vangquifhed and 
acProyed. Here alfo Jethro came to Mofes , 
and gave him fuch wholfom Advice, as proved 
afterwards of great ufe to him. In the fame 
Defert, GO D alfo gave to the Children of 
Hrael (4y Mofes) upon Mount Sinai (72 order 
to a more folemn Renewal of his Covenant 
with them) the Ten Commandments, wri: 
with kis own Finger in two Tables of Stone ; 
as alfo feweral other Laws, Ordinances, and 
Statutes , as well Sacred and Ceremonial , as 
Civil and Politich , to confecrate them in a 
peculiar manner to kimlelf, and feparste then 
jrom el other People, and abuve all in giving 


hh 
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43 
Second Book of Mofes, called 


DUS. 


them the Figures, Signs, Pledges and Seals of 
that full Propitiation, which was in due time 
to be accomplifh'd by th: promifed MeMNiah , 
who was the Head and Foundation of thz_ 
Eternal Covenant. : 
GOD there alfo commanded Mofes, to make 
the Tabernacle aud Ark of the Covenant , 
aué all orher holy Utenfils appertaining to 
his folim Service , together with his Ordi- 


“Mmances concerning the Priefthood, who were to 


difcharze thofe Holy Fun&ions. Moreover , 
here is alfo recorded the Idolatry of the Ufrae~ 
lites, i: worfhipping the Golden Calf; for which 
Crime GOD was refolued co deftroy them, yer 
Suffered bimfelf as length to be.entreatéed by 
Mofes ; who deffring to fee the Face of GOD, 
was told by GOD, that no Man could fee his 
Face and live ; but however, confented he fhould 
Jee his Back-parts , and to let his Glory pafs 
before him, : 

After thisG OD again renewed his Cove- 
Nant with the  Hfraelites by Mofes, a Faithful 
Servant, in his Houle, whofe Face bereupon 
became fhining and radiant , infomuch as he 
was fain ( whenever he fpaketo the People ) 
to put alel upon his Eace , becaufe they were 
not able to bear the liftrou Glory that pro« 
ceded from it. And in the Sequel of this Book, 
Moles fpecifies the Gifts and Offerings, whic 
4e People freely corxtrébutcd tothe Conftruction 
of the Tabernacle : Wich being finifh’d ( ac- 
cording to the Command GOD had given to 
Motes, and in conformity to the Pattern he had 
Shewed to him on the Mount ) hz ausinted it , 
and was tuerenpon fill’d with the Glory of 
GOD. Th: LORD making it fuficiently evi- 
dent throughout the courfe of thefe his Pro- 
cecdings with the Vfraelites , that the whole 
conrfe of this Covenant wus of pure Grace 
and free Bounty , founded upon the alone Mer- 
cy of GOD in JESUS CHRIST, who was 
the fole Mediator thereof. 

So that this Book contains the Hiftory of 
what hapued tothe Uraclites, during the tine 
of 142 years, or thereabouts (according to the 
Compute of forme; ) which is a moft excelent 
Image of th: State and Spiritual Deliverance 
of the Church by ou Saviour, from the Ty- 
ranny of the Devil, and the Bondage of Sin 
and Corruption. 

F2 THE 


AL ( 36 ] EX OD. f. 
‘THE EGYPTIAN MIDWIVES. 
Pharaoh commands the Male Children of the Ifraelites, to be cajt into the Ri- 


ver Nile, | 

ACOB, after he was come down into 

‘Egypt; lived there peaceably 17 years ; 
Anno Mundi,231s5- © and when he found him- 
bfire Chrift, 1689," félf at the pointof Death, 
he fent for.his Son. fofeph, and charged him 
to bury’ him with his Fathers ; and having 
‘Bleed his Sons, he died, aged 147 years. 

. Jofrph ( as foon as hé was dead ) fell upon 
his Face, wept over him, and kiffed him; 
and having. commanded his Servants (the 
Egppttans).to embalm his Body, he mourned 
forhim Threefcere and ien days: And when 
the days of.his mourning were paft, he de- 
fired fome tliat were near Pharaod to obtain 
leave for fiim, to goand Bury his Fash in 
the Land of Cangan. Sion 

Pharaoh having confented-to this juft Re- 
queft of Fefeph, he went ub to buty- his Fara, 
being-accompanied by all the chief Officers 
of Pharaoh, and other the. moft confiderable 
Perfons of the Court, and. whole Land of 
Egyvot ; and buried his Father 7.1cod with his 

athers Abraban and Iftac, ina Cave of the 
Fiedd of Macpelzi, which abraham bought of 
Eghres the Hittise. 0 6 
_ Seleph having buried: his Father aco, re- 
turn’d into Egyor, where he ftillcontinued in 
the fame Authority which Piacaod had con- 
fers’d upon him at firft ; and- perceiving that 

Death degen to make his approaches upon 
him, he demanded the fame favour of his 
Brethyan, which his Farber had requir’d of 
him, viz, thatthey would take care to carry 
his Bones with them to Canzan; which they 
Anno Mundi,2369,. promifed todo; and feo 
‘fre Chri, 1365, after he died at the Ace 
cf ro years, having continued in the: Go- 
vernment of all Ezyst 80 jyears. They alfo 
Embalmed his Body, and put ic into a Coa 
at Pee hy is 
— Bucmany years afterth: Death of Fel ph, 
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Violence, but by Craft and Addrefs. T'o this 
end he employs them in the hard Jabour of 
making Bricks and Mortar, for fome of his 
Buildings; but this Oppreflion making them 
to multiply the fafter; as a Figure for time 
to come, that the pylons of the World 
would only ferve to multiply the Church, 
Phayaoh tookanother way, which was, to de- 
ftroy alltheir Mivde-Children. 

Accordingly he charged all the Avadwiver, 
to kill all the Male Children of the Hebrew 114- 
men at their Delivery ; but they abhorring to 
execute fo barbarousan Order (for the Scrip- 
ture witnelleth, that they feared GOD) pres 
ferved them alive, contrary to the cruel 
command of P/oraso: Who being provok’d 
to fee his Orders neglected, charged his Sub- 
jectsto take all the Male Children of the He- 
trews, andcaft them into the River. 

But GOD highly approved the carriage 
of the Midwives in this matter,ard rewarded 
their holy Difobedience-, by blefling and efta- 
blifhing their Favalies ; and tho’ he did not 
approve of the Lye they made ufe of to ex- 
cule themfelves, yethe bleffed them for the 
tendernefs they expreffed for his People, who 
groaned under fo unjuft and cruel an Ops 
preffion. A 

Ic feems as if allthe [Jumanity and Good 
Nature of Egypt, had been (at that time ) 
confin’d to thefe few Women 5 who( when a 
Whole Nation and Kingtaia blindly obeyed 
the unnatural Commands of their Prinze ) 
only ftoodit out, as being more awed by the 
fear of GOD, than by any thing they could 
upprehend from Mew; and dreading his Fz fice 
more, than tue impotent Crusty of Pharach, 

Bist too happy ( faith S. Aujtia ) would they 
nave been, if jayning the eer. of Tsuta 
to thir Praliowoertiy Compuihon, the sad 
rato baveciafen to expofe tecnfelees 10 Death, 
canta fave reir Lives wits a Lye: And if 


“per eiviag Ganiwacd their Lives, to poor Ine 
noceats, fesey Bad guce mire veitured upon 


Desta, rathse ban fave hanflucs by injuring 
fie Prach., Whey miszes inéeed inthis Rejolution, 
eave tesa tle Holes defrayed apm Larch 5 but 
GUD fzteal thins! wenld have vetoed “por 
Moet taayeinet are Sreraad in the Uesvens. 
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[ 
MOSES SAVED. FROM DROWNING. 
Pharaoh’s Daughter faves Moles from drowning, and adopts bim for 


her Son. BS os 
\ A 7Hilft the Jraclites fuffered the moft 
unjuft Perfecution in Egypr, and that 
 - ungrateful Xing fet all his 
Wits at work how he 
might beft extinguifh a 
Race, to which his’ Pre- 
deceffors had been behold- 
en for the prefervation of their Life and 
Kingdom, a Man of the Tribe of Lev/, na- 
med amram, hada Son by his Wife Jocka- 
bed ; who being a goodly Child, bis Mother 
moved with his Beauty, and promifing Looks, 
made a fhift to hide hita three Months. 
But forafmuch as Pharaok’s Oiders were moft 
leverely executed, fhe was fain at length to 
expofe her Son, for fear of forfeiting her own 
Life. Tothis end fhe made a Cradle of Flags, 
and daub’d it over with Pitch, and put her 
Seu therein, and laid it amongft the Flags by 
the River fide, and charged his Sifter to con- 
tinue thereabouts, to fee what would be- 
come of her Brother. 
* Ic was about the fame time that Pharash’s 
Daughter came down to the River to wafh- 
her felf, accompanied with ail her Afsids ; 
and feeing the Credleamong the Pligs, the 
fent one of her Maids to fetch it. As foon 
as fhe had caft her Eye upon this lovely Jn- 
fant, who lay crying in his Crsdle, fhe was- 
moved with pity for it; and the goodly 
Afpett of the Cad increaling the Affection 
the had conceived for it, fhe refolv’d at any 
rate to fave it from perifhing in the common. 
Calamiry. 

His Sifter in the meantime, who had ob- 
ferved all that pafs’d, drew near to Pharzoh’s 
Dangiicr, and demanded of her, Whether 
the was willing, fhe fhould go and call an 
Hevew Weman to rurfe the Child? To 
which fhe having confenred, his S/fer ran and 
fetcl’d his Afrter; who Raving received a 
Charge from Poarcol’s Dans rer, to murle 
her own Sew, with nro:nif 

: ! 
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Anno Mundi 2433. 
befire Chrijt 1571. 
and 31 years after 
the death cf Levi. 
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had.drawn him out of the Water. 
The Fathers haveadmired to find this Holy - 
Man, who was the Minifter of the Old Law, (as 
JESUS CHRIST was the Difpencer of the 
New) a lively Figure of him from his very 
Birth, in being divinely preferved, as well as 
our Saviour, from a Maffacre, which involved . 
fo many Infants. GOD on this occafion made 
it as evident as the Sun at Noon-day, that he 
is the Sovereign Difpofer of all Mex, and that 
all their Defigns and Devices are meer Vanity, 
when they clafh-with his eternal Purpoie. ~ 
GOD feems to oppofe himfelf with more 
Vigour againft thofe thar are fo bold as to 
Wwageopen War, and ftand at defiance with 
him ; and-we cannot fufficiently be altonifh’d, 
how his Wifdom {ports it felf with King Pha- 
rach, who being refolv’d to deftroy the Chil- 
dven of the Hebrews, doth in the mean time 
(in his own Palace) cherifh and carefs him 
for his Grandchild, who was to be the Inftru- 
nent of delivering the Pespée, whom he per- 
fecuted, from his Tyranny and Oppreffion. And 
his Mother, who for fear of Joting her own, 
had expofed his Life to the Waters, has the: 
Care of avifing him recommended to her, 
and Pharash’s Dauzhter rewards her for a 
Service, which fhe would (had ic been in her 
choics) have purchated with all the Riches. 
of the World, 
Belides, the very expofing of Mofes, was 
the firit ftep to his GrearnefS ; and GOD faves 
him from the Waters of the River, to make 
him the Jnftrument of drowning the: Son of 
that Prince in the Ses, who had. defign’d to 
do as much for him; and who had the chiefeft 
Of his Subjecfs for Companions ia-his Panifh- 
ment, Whom he had made the barbarous Exe-- 
cutors of his inhuman and cruel Commands. 
After a mature confideration of all this, 
we mult have very little Faith or Underftand. 
‘ug, it fuch a crowd of aftonifhing and mira- 
culous Directions of Divine Providence, doilr: 
not force from us an Acknowledgmenr, thar 
COD indeed is 44, and that a! Maz (how great, . 
poteat.and terrible foever they may feem to be}: 
aprineifft norhtiag: So thacic is a Qucition, 
Wooster we onghs mare to adinive the Impiery, 
crtée Extravegance ‘amd Madnefs ef rhoje, 
wea dave oppofe thnjelves az iii?, and under 
cake ie attack Heavenet fof, 
THE 


go | 33.] 
TH.E BURN 


EXOD. Ill. 
ING BUSH. 


GOD appeareth to Mofes is a Burning-Buth. 


“Te AOSES being faved from the Waters 
in 2 Miraculous manner, and brought 

up in Pharvech’s Palace y 

Anno Mundi2473- as he grew up to Manly 
i its rsit- Age, made it appear, that 
S aaciee GODhad called him to 

‘ fomthing elfe than World- 

ly Greataejs ; For feeing the AMfiGion of 

. hisBrethren the J/raelites;when he at the fame 
time abounded with all manner of Court- 
pleafure, his Faith could not tear to fee him- 
4elf fo diftinguifh’d from them ; choofing 
yather (as $.-Paul faith ) to be Afflicted with 
rhe People of .G OD, than to be happy with thofe, 
avko were their profeft Enemies. 

He caft about therefore how he might beft 
get an opportunity of quitting the Kings 
Palace, to vific his Brethren in their Diftrefs 5 
and in his .progrefs, feeing an Egyptian {mi- 
ting an-Hebrew, he was immediately feiz’d 
with the Spirit of GOD,and flew the Egyptian, 
hiding him inthe Sand ; fuppofing that none 

had been witnefs of this effect of his Zeal. 

The next time he went forth amongft his 
Brethren, he faw two Hebrews quarrelling to- 
gether ; and endeavouring to reconcile them, 
by reprefenting to them, that they were Bro- 
thers; he who did the wrong, demanded of 

chim, who had madehima Judge over them ; 
and avherther he did intend to kill him, as he 
Jately.did the Ezyptian. 

Thefe words affured Mofes, that he was 
difcover'd ; and fearing Pharaoh's anger , he 
fled into the Land of Midian, where.( refting 

himfelf near a.Well) feven Daughters of the 
‘Prieft of . Midian, who was catled Revel and 
Jethro, came thither:to water their Fazher’s 
Flock; but other Shepherds rudely driving 
them away, .Mofes ftood up and helped them 
to water their Flocks; with which they having 
acquainted their Father, he was delirous to 
fee the Egyptian thar was fo charitably come 
in to their help, and commanded his Dazgh- 
ters tocall him into eat Bread. Mofes percei- 
ving the good Temper of the Man, was con- 
tent co dwell with him,and taking his Daugh- 
ter Zippora to Wife, Jpent4o years in feed- 
ing his Father-insLaws Focks inthe Defert. 
Anno Mundi,2513. iz hapned on a day, 
before Chritt, 1491. whenhe had led his #ock 
Movil deing then to into the furtheftand moft 
years Of wge, folitary part of the Defer, 
crear Mount Horeb , that GOD appeared to 


him ina Flaine of Fire, out of the midft of 
a Bufb. Ac this firange Appearance Mefes 
had a defire flirr’d up todraw near, and take 
a more exact view of the wonder of 2 Bash 
burning without being confumed ; but GOD 
calling tohim out of the Buh, ftopt his Cu- 
riofity, by forbidding him to approach nearer : 
And then aflured him, that he had feen the 
Affliftions, and heard the Cry of of his People 
in Egypt; andthat he was come down to de- 
liver them from the Tyranny of their Oppre- 
fors ; and, that he himtelf fhould be the In- 
ftrument, by whom he would perform this 
great Work of Irael’s Redemption. 

Mofes at firft excufed himiclf, and would 
fain have waved the Employment; but GOD 
charging him therewith a fecond time, and 
to induce him the more readily to undertake 
it , he immediately fhews him two Miracles, 
by changing his Rod into a Serpent, and that 
Serpent again into a Red ; and by making his 
Hand \eprous by putting it into his Bofors, 
and reftoring it again to its former ftate. 
Yet for all this Mofcs continued to oppole 
GOD’s intent of fending him to Péaraoh, to 
that degree , as to kindle his Wrath againft 
him; fo at laft Mofes was fain to fubmit to 
the Divine Command ; and thereupon took 
leave of Jethro his Father-in-Law, and with 
his Wife and Sons came to Egypt, to Vilit 
and Comfort his Brethren in their Diftrefs. 

The Saints of old have confider’d this Mi- 
racle of the Burning-Bufh , which was not 
confumcd , as aw true Emblem of the People 
of GOD, who commonly are afflicted in this 
World, as the Uraelites then were by Pharaoh ; 
and yet are not confumed by thofe Flames 
which incompafs them on every fide, as having 
GOD in themidft , who keeps the Vire fron 
coufuming them, and makes it only ferve, to rene 
der them more pure and fhining. 

S. Gregory looks upon this Call of Mofer, as 
a Figure of that of the True Paftors of the 
Church : Mofes (faith he) is an iduftrious 


‘Example for all Paftors and Teachers , iz rea 


fufing at firft ( not without great firmnels 
and obftinacy ) to condué the People of GOD, 
notwithfanding that he was charged with it 
by an exprefs command fromGOD, end that he 
had been fitting himfelf for this aifficzle cm 
ployment by 40 years Retirement ana Meditation 


into the Wildernels. 
MOSES 
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Boles Adyelles JOyaraay. 


O F Motes demands leave of Pharaoh for the Children of Mracl, to go and 
facrifice to the LORD in the Defert. : 


HARAOH having heard the firft Propo- the River Nile was turned to Bld, as weit 
Ht pofais Mofes made to him in the Name as all the other Streams, Pools, and Waters of 
IH of GOD, toletthe Irae- Egypt, and all the Fijb chat was in them, died. 
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Hl 
te The fume sear 2503- — Iites go and Sacritice in This wasthe firft Plague wherewith GOD 


the Uilderncfs to the LORD, derided ther® punifhed Zgypt ; and was 2 lively Figure of 
at; anfwering Mofes with a, 1’%bo i the LORD, that Plague wherewith GOD (in all fixceeed+ 
rhat Ijhould obey bis Voice? and makes the ex- ing Azes)would fmite thofe that do not believe 
prefs Command of GOD, to he nothing elfe his Word, who inftead of ‘the pure and_ clear 
. but an effect of their Idienefs ; reproving Mo Waters of his Truth, fhould meet with no~ 
Jes dharply for putting any fuch thing into thing but Bltod, that is; Earthly: and Carnal 
their Head, and commands his Zissk-Mafters, Notzons and Opinions. , 
so double their Oppreffions upon the Jf _ In confidering more attentively this terrisle 
vaslites, by forcing them to deliver the fame Judgment, we cannot fufficiently wonder at the ° 
number of Bricks as- was ufual, without gi- infenfible Hard-heartednefs of Pharaoh , who 
ving them Stray, feemed to be little concernza at this great Pro- 
The Ifraslites finding, their Sufirings thus. digy. True it is, that bis Sorcerers contribnt:£* ~ 
renew’d and doubled, bitterly complain to’ very much to this kis Infenfibility, in imitating 
Mofis and Aaron, whom they Icok’d upon as by their Inchantments phis Divine Miracle 
the Caufes thereof; and were then an admi- wrought by Mofes, giving thereby a [occious 
rable Figure of the Murmurings which intime prevex? to Pharaoh, to look upon this Wonder 
to come would arife againft the true Paftors: 10 otherwife than as an efect of Magick Art, 
of the Churci, in their eadeavouring to con- 4nd uot (as indeed it was) an immediate Pre . 
vert Sols, and lead them out of Egypt. dutt of the Divine Omnuipotence ; though indcet 
GOD taking compaflion cn the fad Con- this were not fufficient to render him exctfable 5 
dition of his Pesple, the Voice of their 4f- Fecaufe though his Enchanters coild-do mifehies, * 
fistion having reach’d his Throne in Heaven, yet it was notin their power afterward to i-" 
he fends Males afecond time to Pharaoh, to Ive and vemely it: they could. in smitation 
command him to let the People of Irae go. of Mofes change the Water to Blood, but could’ 
Mufes obeys the Divine Command, and to wot, like him, tranfmute that Blood again into 


give that Prince a token of his Miiior, he in Water. . 
his prefence chang’d his Rod into a Serpent Wherefore alfo, though the Plagues wh:rewitis 
but Pharaol’s Magicians (by their Inchant« Mofes. finote Pharaoh and ail Egypt, ought 10 


ments performing the fame, the King’s Heart have perfuaded kim of the Truth of his Mef- 
of thofe Plagues at t- 


was hardned, and would not let the People go, fage ; yet the ceafing 

a Ee. notwithftanding that he had feen Aaron's Rod Prayer of him who at firft was the fubordinate 
eee te gn ee {wallowing up the Reds of his Sorcerers. cauje of them, ought more ftrongly to have cons + 
os ee Hereupon GOD commands Mofes to go winced him of the fame Truth, by how mich it 
again to Praraoh, and mesting him near the # an enfier thing to do ture and-aifchief, than to 
River-fide, without being if: the Jeat con- change that amifchief into good. 
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THE PLAGUE 


EXOD. VIIL 
S OF EGYPT. 


The Nine Plagues of Egypt. 


HE Firft Plague, which turned the 

Taters of the River Ni/e, and all other 
Screams and Lakes of the Land of Egyps into 
Bloody nez having met with the fuccels of in- 
cining the Heart of Pharaoh to comply with 
the Divine Command, to let I/rzel go, GOD 
fends the following Plagues in order. 

The fecond wasthe Plague of Frogs, which 
covered the Face of all Zzyp?, and filled the 
very Houfes and Bed-chambers of King and Peo- 
ple. Waich Plague (as St. duftin obferves) was 
« Figure of that Judgment wherewith GOD 
at prjcnt finites Men, wéo are too profuse of 
thr Tongues, and place their Godlinefs iz 
muco Tatking. 

The Third Pizgue was that of Lice, which 
reprefents the Plagze wherewith in’ after- 
times the Church would be afflicted, by the 
Difputes and Contefts of thofe who would 
endeavour to trouble the Peace thereof, and 
unhinge and difquict Souls. 

_ The Fourth, was that of Swarms of Flies: 
‘Thefe moft importunate and troublefom /n- 
Sis, denote to us the Plague wherewith thofe 
fin aye fmitten, who are given up to a 
Re flefncfs of Spivit, which hinders them from 
tafting the charming Sweetnefs and Pleafure 
of true Divine Peace and Reff in GOD. 

The Fifth, was the Morrain of Beafts ; 
which teacherh us, That all thefe who being 
within the Pale of the Church, do notwith- 
flanding live an Animal and Befial Life, 
fhould he ftruck with en invifible and Sp.ri- 
tual Plazne or P.ftitexce, which would kill 
their Sov/s, tho’ it might feem to fpare their 
Dodves, 

The Sixth Plage paffed from the Bzaf!s to 
Ma themfelves, Glling them with dolerous 
Botls and Blatus ; which reprefented the a- 
hominable Alth and nafinets of Sinz tu -the 
Souwhich 13 as loathiom as the filthy Matrer 
tat proceeds from an Uvrrr in the Bedy ; 
and thofe hor and fiery Bla‘zs, are an admi- 
rable Figure of the Plaguz cf thor, who are 
overcome by their own Rage, Pefion and 
hITeY, 

The Seventh, was that of a prodigious 
Heil, mtnzied with Vounter and Fire, which 
hilld Meo and Beaff that were in the Field ; 
{mote every Heb, and brake every Ziee of 


the Field ; which reprefents the Injuftic: and 
Violence of thofe who out of Envy {poil other 
Mens Labours, snd in fo doing perifh in the 
milchief they do toothers, even as Ha/! melrs 
away alter the Ruin and Deffruiizon ie hath 
caufed upon the Earth. 

The Eighth, was the Plagne of Locufts, 
which devoured all the Herbs of the Ground, 
and the Freét of the Trees, which the Hail 
had left. Thefe Locufts reprefent the Evils 
which happen to the Church by Detradion 
and Caluwmy; becaufe the Locus hure only 
by their Atouths, and therefore do lively ex- 
prefs falfe Hitueffzs and Detraffors,wHofe Sti ng 
and Poyton is in their Tongues, 

_ The Ninth, was that of Darkucfs ; denoting 
that rerrible Darkuefs which is in the Hearry 
of the Wicked, whilft thofe who are Gocd, 
enjoy a moft pure and clear Ligh. : 

Weare to take notice here (25 the Book 
of Wifdom obferves) Tha: GOD did not puaijh 
the Hardnefs of Pharaoh a at once, but é iz 
dcgrees and intervals, that he might evi- 
d.uce his Mercy, even in pouring fortis of iz 
Wrath and Fury 3 and thedefire he hath, that 
Lf. y Chattifements might prevent greater ant 
exterminating Judgments. 


When G9OD intends to punifh like a GOD, | 


he does not make ufe of Fics or Frogs: Te 
\as as vafie for him to have fent at firft Lions 
to deftroy them allat once, as to fend the 
Fics to warn them to Jovk to themfelves be- 
fore it was tco late; but he reftrains the 
courfe of his ath, and contents hinielf ar 
dirt co infli& a Jighrer Punijmnent, to the 
end that ALa being aifrighted with thofe firit 
Strckes, may juuge how intolerable it will be 
to bear his #%ra:0, and to drink cle Dregs of 
the Cup of his fury. 

For GOD wiil have Aka know, That he 
ought and will be feared 3 and when Le meets 
with Pharaohs ; that is, with Hearts alzoger ber 
harducd, be makes bare iis Arm agairfi rhem; 
and after having made then pals through all 
ine degrees of bis Anger, wishsur bing able 
to fofeu thm, be is (as it mers) forced by their 
Impeniteuce, to proceca’ te extremity, aud to be 
as firm in lus Jufuce, asricy ave in their reliv'd 
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| EXOD. XII. [ 41 ] 49 
we THE PASCHAL Lanes 


GOD commands the Jews to cat the Pafchal Lamb 3 and fixys aid the Furtt-born of 
the Egyptians, wwich was toe Tenth Plague, . 


HE foregoing Nine vlagues having which GOD had foreto'd to Abraham, that 
proved incfleCtual to overcome tie Ov- his Poftertry fhould be Strangers anc - died 
Rinacy of Phcrao; GOD (before de fent the in aForeign Land, were ended, to-.- nam- 
Tenth) commands every Jew-th Family to fa- ber of Gococo . Mir, belides Mimsey and 
erifice the Lamb, which. he had order'd them Children. But before their dep.rrure they 
to havein a revdinefs, fiace ce roth day of had (in compliance with the Biv.ie Comming} 
that fame Mond, that is, before he tent the borrowed Of their Neighbours, the Ezyatians 
Plague of Darkuds. Ele prefiribes alio the Vellels of Go'd and Silver, which tacy lent 
manner how they were to céiebrate the sa- them withcur any dimculry. 
cred? Feaff, viz. they were to eat it fanding, Thus were they at la? deliver’d from their 
with their srajgs in their hands, and in afte, Jong Bondage in Ez where they now con- 
as Perjons ready to take a Journey. Bur the ‘inned 215 years. Andthey robb’d the Egyp- 
Circumftance more particularly enjoyn’d than t¢aus at their Departure ro recompence them- 
all the reft was, That in whatfoever Houfe felves for the hard Labour they had fa- 
this Lamb was offered, they were to ftrike ftained in building of their Citées, and other 
the Bod on the two Side-Pofts, aud on the Momime: t+ of their Pride and Vanity: And 
upper Door-Poff, that the deftroying dugel it is of sérvable. that they took along with 
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who was to flay the Firf-Gora of all the o- them the very beft ind richelt of their Good; 
ther Houfcs) might pals over and {pare thofe to hinttuus, That GOD cone day would be- 
which he fhould fee mark’d withthe Bled of ftow upon his Zorth: Glory of the World 
the Lamb. when the Alngdoms of this World fhould be- 

The Children of Ifrael obeyed this Com- come the Kingdoms of the LORD, and of ‘his 
mand of GOD, and being on the »sth of the Son Chrift Felus. 3 
fame Month -affembled in their feveral Fami- This Deliverance of the Children of Iftael 
dies to eat the Pafchal Lamb in the Evening, out of Egypt, was a lively Figure of the De- 
GOD at Midnight flew all the Firfhorn of E~ liverance of GOD’s People from the Luts of 
gypt, from the Firft-born’ of Pharaoh, who rhe World, and the Tyranny of the Devil, which 
fac upon the Throne, to the Firft-horn of the: Deliverance they fhould owe to the Blood of 
meanelt Slave, and of all their Cartel. Pha-> the true Lamb of GOD. Before the ofering 
vaon ftruck withthe fudden and unlookr for up of this Saving Sacrifice, they might ine 
Death of his Son, rot up at Midnight, and deed Sroan under their Bondage and a rehens, 
every Family finding themfelves partakers of but they could not get rid of them, This great 
the fame Plague, nothing was heard but Cries Gracz and Favozr GOD wit have his People 
and Lamentations, belides the Horror that to commmerate cvery year ins tiz2 greatefE 
feiz'd them for fear of being involv’d in the Feftival the Church has, as well as more fren 
fame Difafter with their deareftChildren. ~~ quently in the Sacrament of the Holy Eu- 

How fenfible an Inftance was this, that charift,.2o the end that having always in their 
GOD difpofes of Men as he pleafes, and that Minds the Meraory of him who has redecm'd 
he forces them (fooner or liter) to comply to them from thir Bondage, as well reprejent= 
his Will and Commands ? Pharach, who till ing to themfelves the Tyrant that had enflaved 
then had ftood it out againft the Commands rhem, they may be as thankful to the one, as 
of GOD by Mofes, was the firft to entreat the they abher the other 3 and that keeping clofe 
djraclites to be gone, without any reftrigtion, to Jefus Chrift, as to him who alone can pre- 
with their Mocks and Herds, and all that they ferve them in the dear borghe Liberty he bas 
had; the only thing he defired was, thatthey procur'd for them, they may fear the leaf ape 
would muke hafte and be gone; as likewile pearance of any thing that may be am occafie 
did all the reft of the Egyptians. fion of fubjzfing them anew to the Devils Ty- 

So they departed the day after the Paffover, anny, ce enbaugling thea in worldly Lufts and 
Anro Mundi 2513, king the very fame Day Curtupticn. 
bfae Cirift 3491. = wherein the “430 Years, 
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[42] 


EXOD. XIV, 


The Wraclites Paling the Red-Sea. 
PHARAOH is drowned in the Red-Sea. 


HAR AOH feeing thatthe Children of 
Ifrcel were efcaped out of his Hands, 
and that the three Days 
they had demanded for to 
go and Sacrifice in the Wilderne[s were alrea- 


The fare Tear 2513. 


dy paft, and that there was no likely hood. 


oftheir Return ; forgetting all the prodigious 
Fudgm:nts wherewith GOD had plagued him, 
and his habirual kardnefs of Heart getting 
the upper-hand of him, he refolves to purfue 
them. 

The Jraclites feeing themfelves in this 
danger, and engag’d in a Defert, where they 
had the Sea before them, and Pharaoh's Ar- 
my behind them; thete terrible Objects made 
that impreffion upon them, as made them 
forger their fo late and miraculous Delive- 
vance, together with the Divine Superinten- 
dency, which led them in the Defert witha 
Pillar of Cloud by Day, and a Pillar of Fire 
dy Night. So they gave themfelves up to 
Murmurings and Complaints, demanding in a 
peremptory way, of Mofes, Whether it were 
tor Jack of Graves in Egypt,that he had brought 
them into that Wildernefs, thar they might 
find them there ?- 

Mofcr endeavours the beft he could to com- 
fort ar. encourage them inthis Extremity, 
by afluring them of the Divine Ajjtance : 
And as Pharaoh with his Army began to ap- 
proachthem, GOD commands Mofes toftretch 
forch his Hand over the Sea; whereupon im- 
mediately the Waters were divided, opening 
+ Way for the Children of Jfrael to pals 
through. Thus they marched along this 
miraculous Way the LORD had caft up for 
tuem, the Waters Randing as a Wall on each 
fue, fecuring and gubling their Pallage 
throngh it. 

‘Fhe égipiians without being daunted at 
this flupendious Mae, and fuppoiing chat 
fince it favourd the Ijraclites Licape . it 
sight as well befriend their Puriuit bt ly 
venture upen fhisnew Read. Bat GO” ioun 

muted them to he izaibl: cf the diference 


he tide between them and his People; for. 
£iineing aa wegry Lew peor tis fea tay, 


fiery and cloudy Pilar, he ftruck them with 
Terror and Confufion, who feeing their Error. 
too late, began to call upon one another, to 
get out of the Seaas faft as they could, be- 
caufe the LORD foughr againft them, in fa- 
vour of the Fes. 

In this their Attempt to make an Efcape 
fromthe Mifchief chat had already overtaken 
them, GOD commands Mofes to ftretch fort: 
his Hand again over the Ses, and the divi- 
ded Waters joyning, came pouring upon the 
Egyptians, who foon.after were feen floating. 
on the Sea, not fo much as one of them efca-. 
ping from that fatal Wreck. This hapned. 
the 21ft day of the firt Monrh, that is to fay. 
the 8th day after Eajter. 

Thefe Miracles afford us a full view of the 
Divine Greatnefs and Power, he having tefti- 
fied by Mofes, That his end in exerting thefe 
Prodigies was, that Men might acknowledge 
and reverence lis Omnipotence 3 but that 
which grieved the Fathers of the Church, war, 
to find that Chriftians had only Eyes to bchold 
fuch Miracles as thefe, that are oxtward, with- 
out confidering thofe, of which the former are 
only « Figure, and are far more confiderable, be~ 
caufe more [piritual and inward, 

We admire (faith St. Bernard) the detiverance 
of Iitael out of Egypt ; but we don’c admire a 
Soul, who by a fincere Converfiow and Repen- 
tance, is delivered from the Slavery of this 
World : Inthe firft of thefe it is only a Pha- 
ra0h thas is overcome ; but in thz latter, the 
Devil bimfelf is vanguifh'd, and put ander tie 
Conquerors Feet. There Chariots only were. 
dvowncd, but here fenfual Defires, aud rhe 
impetuol:y of Concupifcence 7s deftroyed. The 
Jews bad only to do with Men of Fleth and 
Blood ; whereas the Soul mx fgh: the Pow- 
ers cf Darknels, and contest wits the Prince of 
tio Air. And as it was for the Giory of GOD, 
to bear Pharzoh then cry ot, Lect us five from 
the Face of ifrac, for GOD fighteth forthem ; 
"Dis mien mare for bis Gory, va.n rhe Devils, 
finjiticof 4 Divine Power cuzag d against them, 
ciyeat, Letus get away trom this Sox/, for 
GOD fights tur her. 


THE, 
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EXOD. XVI. [ 43 ] | sx 


The Baining 


Rew Danna. 


GOD rains Manna from Heaven, to feed the Jews duriug their forty 


Tears wandring in the Wilderncs. 


Gees miraculous Paffage through the Red- 
sea, fill’d the moft infenfible amongtt 

the Jews with Admiration 
Bie fame Tear 2583. and acknowledgment. They 
all joyn with Mofes, who fang to GOD an ex- 
cellent Hyma of Praife and Thankfgiving ; which 
teaches us to beware of Unthankfulie{s under 
the manifold Mercres we receive from the 
Hands of GOD. Miriam (alfo the Sifter of Aa- 
ron took a Timbrel in her Hand, and all the Wo- 
men accompanied her with Zimbrels and Dances, 
and Songs of Joy. 

But foon after this their glorious Delive- 
rance, and their thankful Acknowledgments 
of it, being preft with Hunger in the Wilder- 
nes, they began again to murmur againft 
Mofes, whom they look’d upon as the Caufe 
of allcthe Difficulties and Difappointments 
they met with. Whereupon this Faithful 
Minifter of the LORD, having reprefented to 
them, That all thefe their Murmurings and 
Complaints did refle@ upon GOD himfelf, he 
being only his Inftrumont and Servant, pro- 
miled them that GOD would grant their De- 
fires, and give them Meat : Accordingly the 


fame Evening the LORD fent a prodigious - 


Phght of Quails, which covered the Camp, 
and the next Morning fent them Manns from 
Heaven, which like Dew covered all the 
Ground round about their Zents. And this 
miraculous Heavenly Bread, he afterwards 
continued to them during their forty years 


ournying in the Wilderne|s, 


The Jews were furpriz’dthe next Morning 
to fee this Diwine Food {pread over the Face of 
the Earth, and admiring what it might 
be ; Mofzstoldthem, that it was the Bread 
that GOD fent them from Heaven ; and char- 
ged them to go and gather it every Morning 
before the Sun-rifing ; to teach us, (as the 
Book of Wijdom, Chap. 16. ver. 28+ faith,) 
That we muf? prevent the Sun-rifing to give 
thanks 19 GOD for all his Benefits, and pray 
wa:ta him before break of Day ; for as foonas 
the sun was rifen, it melted away, and was 
no more tobe found. Mofes alfo forbad them 
to keep any of it till the Morning, GOD be- 
ing willing fo early to teach the Jews, not 


to extend their cars of neceffary Supclies be- 
yond the prefenr Dav, leaving the thouzlite 
of the Morrow to the Divine Providence. And 
‘Taftly he charged them, that fer the more 
ftrigt and religious Obfervation of the Sa5- 
bath, they fhould gather the Day before 2 
double quantity of tana, which did not pu- 
trifie and breed Ern:s, as that which was on 
other dayskepe till the next Morning. 

This Figure doth moft lively reprefent to 

us the Holy Eucharif?, as Fefss Chriff himfelf 
witneffeth in the Go/b:/; and we may boldly 
fay, That how we-sierful forver this’ Food of - 
the Jews was, yct had not they in this, nor ix 
any other of rae miraculons Favours b:fowed up- 
on them any advantage beyond the Chriftians, 
who do more trit!y ferd upon the Heavenly Man- 
na, and th: Brad of Angels, which Jefus 
Chrift gives to thofe who are come forth out 
of Egypt, that is, from the Corruptions and De« 
Jitements of the World, and wherewith he com- 
forts and fupports thea in the Wildernefs of 
this Life, until thzy enter iato the true Land of 
Promife, as the Jews were maintained with 
Manna, till their entring into Canaan. 
Wherefore alfo, Chriftians ought to take great 
care to acknowledge and improve this Divins 
Grace and Favour better than the Jews did, 
and totremble at the thought of fading into a 
diftafte and difttke of this Heavenly Iood, aj- 
ter their Example: who though at. the fi. ft view 
of this Miraculous Bread, rh-y were firuck with 
wonder, yet being once accuftumed to it, they pre- 
ferred the Garlick and the Onions of Egypt 
before it. 
_ ‘This difregard and loathing the Jews then 
had for their Manna, is an exprefs and lively 
Figure of the front Chriftians offer. to Jefus 
Chrift iz 47s Sacrament, when they are fo 
hardy to approach that Holy Table, without 2 
due Trial of themfelves, and without difcern- 
ing the Lord’s Body. They who ftill hauker 
after the Flefh-pots of Egypt, are wor fit 
GueSts to feed onth:f: Heavenly Dainties, and 
their ajsfiing at this my? Religions and My(ti- 
cal Solemnity, wid only kaften their Condeme 
nation, 
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[ 44] EXOD. XVII 


The guing of Water out of the Rock, 
Mofes at GOD’s Command ftriking the Rock, brings forth Water. 


NE would think the Zews fhould never 
more have doubted of the Divine Care 
aud Providence , which 
Th: fame Year 2513- continually attended them 
after fo fignal a Mffraclz, as was that of Man- 
aa, which they having every D«y renew'd 
to them, furnifh’d them with continual vifible 
alfurances of the Fairhfulnefs of him, who 
had charged himfelf with the Care and Con- 
du& of them : Yet for all this a new Dit- 
ficulcy arifing, by their want of Water, effac’d 
the remembrance of all the miraculous Affi- 
ftances the Divine Goodnefs had afforded 
them, and put them upon murmuring afrelh 
againft Mofes, whofe Hands they had fo oft 
feen invefted with the Divine Omnipotence. 
For being come to a place called Rephidim, 
where there was no Water for them to drink, 
they ina feditious and rebellious manner ad- 
drefs themfelves to Mofes, tauntingly demand- 
ing of him, Why he had brought them our 
of Egypt, to kill chem and their Cd//dren, and 
Cartel with thir in the Wilderncfs 2? This 
meek and kind Governour of a moft rebellious 
and ftifFnecked People, had no other Re- 
fugeto retire to, (befides him, who at firit 
had put him in that ftation) than even GOD 
himtelf, and reprefenting to him the extre- 
mity to which he was reduc’d by the general 
Maurmurings and Revolt of a People, that 
were ready to {tone him. GOD, to comfort 
hin, bids him take the Elders of J/rael along 
with him, and the Red (wherewith he fmote 
the Hers of the River Nilz, and turn’d 
them to Blood?) in his Hand, and go to the 
Rock of Horch, where he would give both him 
wid them another Inflance of his All-com- 
manding Power, by making Wares to guth 
torth from thence, to fatisne the Thirit of 
thar great People. 
Pats Promife was immediately follow’d by 
aniwerable ei; for Anfes had no fooner 
wuct: ths Rack, (which according to S. Pax, 
sour lunted Jfis Cha} bur Terrears of Ya 
feo cua dowade dry and parched Paich, end 
Maes gufiyd furch from the flary fess. 
his MVracle wasa vilisle reprefenturion of 
ier aceon oF Grace, proce. dn, fom a 
is ¢} i 


Gosynd JROUS: ker be ip the Wur &24 


s 
“=< 


=o. 9 =f 


from whence do flow forth thofe Waters uf 
Life, which quench the TZhirjt of his People, 
during the weary Steps they take inthe #i- 
dernefs o€ this mortal Life, which afterwards 
become in them a Fountain and Source of 
Living Waters, {pringing up into Eternal 
Life,making the Hearts of the moft obdurare 
Sinners, to relent and gufh forth into Tears of 
Repentance. 

Some time after this, when the I/vaelites 
were come to Caddh, where Miriam, (Mofez 
his Sifter) died, and was buried ; the if-ae- 
lites upon a like occafion of want of Warcr, 
murmured againft Mofes and Aaron, and the 
Thirft that prefled them, making them forger 
the Refpe& they owed to thofe two eminent 
Perfons, they threatned to foxe them. Where- 
upon they both retir’d into the Tabernacle, to 
proftrate themfelves before GOD, on the bee 
half of thefe ftiffnecked Rebels. 

By this their Example they gave an admi- 
rable inftance of that {weet and meek De- 
portment which Paffors ought to ule toward 
their Flock ; for being fo unjuftly and defpite- 
fully perfecuted, by thefe obdurate Revolters, 
they implored the Divine Mercy for thofe ve- 
ry Perfons whofe Rage and Fury they were 
fainto avoid; they lov’d thofe that hared 
them, and became Interceffors for thofe that 
refolv’d to dettroy them. 

In this fecond atirscle of Mofes his drawing 
Water from the Rock, by fmiting it with his 
Rod, he was fain to ftrike the Reck twice be- 
fore the Waters gufht forth, which feem‘d to 
proceed from fome diftruft in him of the D;- 
vine Omnipotence. Wherefore alfo GOD ree 
proved his Servant tor this his wantof Farth, 
andtold him, The for a Mark of his Dif: 
pleafure, he fhould inot enter into che Land 
he had promifed to give unto his People. Krom 
whence St. Gregavy takes eccalion to adore th: 
Judgments of GOD, and to trevadle in ficine 
iim pandh.d, who Lat fo often iutercedd 
wee GOD, and shtaldd Pardon fer an un- 
greatful aud reb:kiens People, and that GOD 
eucuged ene fiugls AG of Diflraft i: him, wae 
had been lo faithjul to biia in all othee Afar 
fers, 
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EXOD. XVII 


[ 45 ] 


AMALEK DEFEATED 


Mofes obtains the Vittory againft 
Hands to Heaven. 


Oon after the ifraclites were thus comfor- 
ted and refrefhed with the Miraculous 
Supply ofWater from the 


The fa ar, 13. i 
fame year, 2513 Boweis of a hard Rock, 


they met with a frefh occalion of Dilcou-. 


ragement,by being unexpectedly fet upon by 
the dmalekites, whocame with a great Force 
againft them. They were the firft that had 
the boldnefsro attack a People, whom GO D. 
had but juft now fo miraculoufly deliver’d 
from their Bondage in Egyp!. 

Thefe cruel Enemies having obferv’d the 
Sews to be tired with their continual Marche 
ings, and that befides their being expos'd ro 
the hardihip of Hanger aud Thirff, were for 
the moft pare unarm’d, they were bafe and 
cowardly enough to detign the deitruction of 
a People, who never in the leat had offended 
them,and who inthe ftate they werein, were 
fo many fit Obje&ts of Mercy and Compaf- 
fion, rarer than of Harredand Cruelty. 

But Mofes who always aix’d_ his truit and 
confidence in GOD, was not at all terrified 
with the number or ftrength of his Enemfes ; 
but commanded Jofhuz,to choole fromamongft 
all the Peoplz 2 competent number of AL. of 
Courag:, and to lead tiem on againft the E- 
nemy, alluring him, that he would nor fail 
of doing his part rowardstiz obtaining a hap- 
py Vistory over them, and to this end refol- 
ved to take the Rod of GOD in his Hand, 
andretire tothe top of the Mountain with 
Aaron and Hur.. 

The next day, when Jfracl was engag’d 
with Amekk, and whil vedsza performed 
allthe partsof a Wife and Cuuragious Gene- 
zal, Mofes in Prayer addreit himfelf ta G O D, 
in earneft Supolication for a BePiig upon his 
Peeple, 

By this his Beha-iour he taught the Jews 
thefe cwo important Leffons, that GOD is the 
only giver of 274333 and, that he beftows 
it in his Grace and i‘.vour only upon thote, 
who humble thesuwsives vider his powe. ful 
Mand, with the profeusde Sabmitiion and 
Vlumuitv, catreating ic cf him, who is the 
fulc difpenlor of it. 

‘Lherefore this Zfofy Aft. coafed nor fronr 


iftins up his Hands cowards Heaven befcechi-. 


the Amalekites, dy holding up bis 


ing GOD to grant a favoursble firccefs to the 
jutt 4rms of his own Prep’z ; and the creat 
zeal he had for the glory of CD, and the 
good of Jfrael, made him coiitinue folons in 
thar Pofture, that he was fore’d at laft for 
wearinefs to Jet then, down. 

But Aaronand Hr having taken notice 
thar when Mofes let down his Hands, Amalek 
prevailed againft the Jews; they got him to 
fit down upon a Stmz,and placing themtelves 
on each fide of him, they fupported his snd, 
by which means //* 2:1 obrained an entire Vi- 
ctory over their Evemizs: Whereof GOD com- 
manded Mojes to write a Atemorial that mighz 
lat for ever, obliging the Iraciite:, when 
entred into the Land of G.maanto contribute 
to the Refolution he had taken of utterly ef 
facing the Memory of makk from under 
Hzaven. 

_ fais Hiftory chiefly informs us, thst for to 
ootain 1. Victory over our Enemies, we auft 
“boce all implore the Divine Atiftance, and’ 
pee our truftin his Aid, and that whatever 
efects an Army may make, ail is ta x0 pucpole 
if they be nat atthe fame time fupporzed by the 
Faith and continual Prayers of geod Men. 

But the Lathers, as they conider this Figure, 
es Gu exccdlat Pattern of Perfeverance i: - 
Prayer, and Wrefilint witli O D for alidory 

ver allcur Spizitaal Enemies 5 fou 2 fpscial 
manncr they look upon it as an Inflredion for 

Paftors, wo nit Mofes ought to berake thun- 
filves to the Mowitain of Retirement, thre 
comineady liftinz up theiv Hands towards 
rteaven , sven ta Fainting: If they love their- 
Llock as rbeyourhe, they can do xo befs, and it 
isthe bef? Service they cai do for them, The 
care of outward case, they may ley upon 
orners 5 bus Prayer ss their own peculiar Work 
ane Lesk, and by it alone they can ca. more 
tennorirs by all theiv ontward cideavours + 
Jo Sothuch, nustmitdftauding al bis Couraze. 
Core, and Conaudt, bad bei beaten, if Motes 
acd urayed. Amualek wes sb]: to with 
fond and witenily toa the whele Arzy cf the 

troelizes, cat coued not mitigond the Frayer 


Pie Mois; ed a fingle Povlin, oll farue 


aad tired ax Ge was, provid cao firong for 6° 
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EXOD. XX. 


The fir Cables of the Law, 


GOD giveth his Law to the Children of Ifracl from Mount SINAI. 


[Jree Months after GOD had delivered 
his People from the Tyranny of Péa- 
rah out of Egypt, being 
departed from Rhephidion 
hey pitched their Zenzs in the Wildernefs or 
Defert of Sinai, before the Mount. The 
LORD called Mofes unto him, and faid, 74 
the Children of VWfrael, yehave een what I did 
to the Egyptians, and how I bear you on Eagles 
Wings; now therefore, if you will obey my 
Laice, and keep my Covenant, then fhall ye be 
a peculiar Treafure unto me abvve all People ; 
for all the Earth sis amine , and ye fhatl be wn 
tome a Kingdom of Priefts, and an holy Nati- 
on. Mofes having communicated this to the 
People, they anfwered with one accord, that 
xvliatfoever the LORD had commanded them, 
they would do. 

When this Holy Man had return’d the Peo- 
ples anfwer to GOD, he bid him go to the 
People, with an order from him to fanttifie 
themfelves, and be in a readinefs againft the 
third day , at which time he would come 
down and fpeak to them from the cop of 
Mount Sinai.. He alfo commanded Mofes, to 
fet bounds to the Peopleround about the Afount, 
and ftriétly to charge the People not to go he- 
yond them, or come near it upon pain of 
Death, é 

After that all this had been performed ac- 
cording to G O D Scommand by Maofes, early 
intlie Morning onthe third day, nothing was 
heard but claps of Thunder , the Heavens 
feem’d allona flame with Lightnings, and a 
thick Closd coverd the top of the Mouut. 
‘There was alfo heardthe found of a Zrumpet 
exceeding loud. With thofe amazing Ob- 
jeéts the Eyesand Ears of the People were to 
feiz’d, that Mofes could fearcely perfwede them 
to come out of their Tints, to hear the Cem- 
miandments GOD was about to give them. 

At the fame time GOD called Mofes to him 
from the top of the Mosutain, which {cein’d 
allon Firc, andthe Smoke thereof afcended 
like the Srohz of a Furnace; but the People 
ftood at a diftance, and heard the 2.2 Com- 
maninents, Which GOD by his own Mouth 


The fame yzar,2$ 13° 


delivered to them. But they being feized 
with Fear and Trembling at thefe rerrible 
Appearances, defired of Mics, thathe would 
be pleafed to fpeak to them, and tell them 
from GOD, whatfoever he fhould be pleafed 
to command them , that fo they might no 
longer be expofed tothofe Terrours which 
they apprehended might be a means of their 
Death. 

In this manner were tke Ten Command- 
ments publifh'd at firft, which even to this 
day are thofe Holy Laws, which Chriftians 
look upon us the unmoveable foundation of their 
Piety. The Fathers wifhed, that fome part of 
that Terror and Trembling, which then feix'd 
the Jews atthe heaving of them, pronounced by 
GOD himfelf from the Mount, might alfo Ly 
hold upon us to the end, that we alfo mighe 
tremble and quake at the apprehenfion of any thing 
that might in the leat make us to offend againjt 
the Hollucfs of thefe Ordinances. 

Precefs of time, and the corruption of Manners 
amongft the Jews formerly, and fince among ft 
the Chriftians, have ie Men ftudy feveral 
ways to elude the force and obligation of thefe 
Commandments, by falfe Interpretations and 
Egquivecatious, calculated only to favour the licene 
tious and losfe Lives of Men: But Jefus Chrift, 
who affurcs vw, that the leaft jot or ritle of rhofe 
Holy Laws shal not perifh; at the fame time 
teacheth us, tohave always the fame relpe for 
them, as if they had but juft now been delivered to 
1 from the Mouthof GOD himfelf. 

For Chriftians are no more Slaves and Bond- 
men as the Jews, who were Children of rhe 
Bondwoman, éut are Children of z4e Freewoe 
man ; and therefore they do no more fay with 
the Jews, Let not the LORD fpeak co us, left 
we die 5 but on the contrary, they defive nothing 
more, than that GOD fheuld ft eak to their Souls + 
forajinuch as the words obich Yoo {peaks are he 
W ords of Life, and are always accompanicd with 
the Unition of the Holy Ghoht, which makes 
them with joy and delight to perform thofe Com- 
mands, wh.chtke Jews looke upun as a Yoke that 
was infuptortable, 
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THE GOLDEN CALE 


Mofes feeing the Calf of Gold, dreaks the Tables of the Law, writ by 


GO D bimfelf. 


HE Jews having declared , that they 
defired rather to hear Affes {peak to 
Tie fametear, 2513- them, than the LORD, 
For Months after their GOD call’d him up to 
coming our of Egypt. - the top of the Moun 
tain, where he gave him all the Laws ac- 
cording to which he would have his People go- 
vern'd. The Divine Original of thefe Laws 
is evident to all, who confider the profound 
and tranicendent Wifdom which appears in 
them , being a perfect Pattern for all wife 
Lamgivers and Governours to rake Inftructions 
from. 

Mofcs continued 40 Days and. 40 Nights 
with GOD on the Mount, and when he had 
received the Commandments written on Tables 
of Stone by the Finger of GOD, containing 
the tubftance of what he had communicated 
to Mofes onthe Mount, he difmiffed him: 

The J/raclites in- the mean time being a 
Stiffenecked and Unbelieving People, feeing 
that Aofis delay’d coming down from the 
Mount, affembling themfelves in a tumul- 
fuous manner, went to 4aroz, and infolent- 
ly charged him to make them GODS to go 
before them, foralmuchas they did not know 
what was hecome of Af:/er, and whether they 
fhould ever fee him again. 

Aaron perceiving their obftinare Refoluti- 
on, and fearing the eff2@ of their Anger, if 
he fhou'd provoke them by a peremptory re- 
fufal, demanded of them the Goldex Earrings 
of their fiver, their Sous and Daughters, and 
made thereof a Calif of Gol’, which they 
worthipped , with a great deal of iclemnity 
and rejoycing. 

Abjes in the meantime, as he was coming 
down the Alountain with thetwo Tsctcs, heard 
the noife of ftheoting for Joy; and as he 
drew near beheld the Caf of Soll, ard the 
People dancing about it, whieh to kindled the 
zeal he hed for God's Glory, and thein- 
dignation In: conzeiv’d for chis their horrid 
Sin and Uaebautiadues , that ne cait vaore 
Moly Tabecs outor® hits hands, and brake chem 
at the foor of the ALuwucacn. bie fupnoied 
it Would be of hierle ula for then co have be- 
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had already effaced out of their Hearts, and 
that fuch inconftant Souls were unworthy to 
be honoured with the Commands of GOD,,. 
writ with his own Finger. 

After this Mofes took the Gold:n Calf, and- 
having burnt it, he ground it to Powder, and- 
ftrewed itupon the Water, and made them all 
drink of ir, to thew them, how contemptible 
a thing it was to which they had given Di- 
vine Adoration. He alfo fharply rebuked: 
Aaron for having given way tothis their great 
Sim; and then placing himfuif in the Gate. 
of the Camp, cried aloud, that all thofe 
that were on the LORDS jide, fhowld come. 
tohim; whereupon immediately the whole 
Tribe of Levi joyned with Males, who com- 
m.nded them to take their sword:, and to £Or 
from Gate to Gare throughout the Camp, and 
to kill all they fhould meer with, {paring . 
neithes Brosierz, Neighbours , Friends or Come 
punions. 

The Levites with a_praife-worthy Zeal, ex-- 
ecuted this dithicule Command, and flew that 
day about 30c0 Men. Mof:s afterwards blef-. 
fed the Family of Levi for their ready Obes: 
dience, affuring them, that by this their fhed-- 
ding of the Blood of their Brethrin, they had 
coniecrated themfelves to the LORD, who- 
would not fail to blefs them for ic. 

Swiut Gregory admircs this holy Zeal of the 
Levites, wiich he locks upon as an exczlient 
Infivuction for rhofe too indulzent Fathers, so - 
are afraid to reprove their Children, whsz: 
tieey fre plinged in the Love of the World. 
Wife Levites ( fa:th s, Gregory ) tho’ they. 
loved their Children, yet did not Ipare them 5. 
vee, taey aid not flick at taking amay their 
Lives, wd we ave afraid fo much as to re 
Prove thm, becaufe we ve them with e@- 
Eeloly Love. Toe moft tender Love in the 
World , Sas a2 an verabl: Anger: No Fa. 
ther ced love bis Son better, than Motes did.. 
his Poogle 5 for to fave thom, he war wilting - 


“bes ows: Nuva- ould be blotted out ef the Bast 


of Lifes and the mre he feared 12 Anzer of 
GOD azainft bis People, the mor: ke endcan 
wourcd t6 proweut Fs éy. tis exemplary Pao 
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EXOD. XXXIV. 


THE SECOND TABLES. 
GOD writes bis Law a Second t.me upun Tables of Stone, which the Uraelices res 


ceive with Re; pect. 


hi? § ES having fearched the Sore of his 
Pecple to the bottom, aflembied thent 

the next day, and re- 
The fame sear, 2513+ pyefented to them the 
heinoufnefs of the Six they had committed 5 
and told them, he would prefent himtelt be- 
fore COD, and endeavour by his Intercefiion, 
to turn away the Divine Wrath, they had to 
juftly deferved. He accordingly humbly pro- 
ftrares himfelf before the LORD,as if he him- 
felf were guilty of the sia they had commut- 
ted and as one that durft not open his Mouth, 
to beg pardon for this their abominable Sa- 
crikedge. 

But his Charity at Jaft found out a Reme- 
dy for this great Evil, he ranks himielt a- 
mongft thefe impious Criminals, and begs of 
GOD, that if there were no pardon for them, 
ro blot him allio out of his Book of Life: By 
thismeans he (as We may fey ) fore'd GOD, 
rather to pardon {0 many Criminals, tov the 
fake of one Innocent Perfon, than to deftroy 
one Innocent Perfon for the fake of fo many 
Criminals. : 

Thus GOD being overcome withthe excels 
of Mojes his Charity , fends him back again 
to the People, to tell them, that for the fake 
cf their Fathers, and at his Interceffion, he 
would give them the Land he had promifed 
to Abraham, Haac, and ‘raced; but that he 
would not go up with them as formerly, for- 
afmuch as they were a fliffincked People, feft 
he fhould be found to contume them by the 
way. And having commanded them to lay 
afide all their Orvanncnts, asa mark of their 
Repentance and Sorrow for this Siz they had 
committed, he orders Mofes to hew out two 
Tables Of Stone, like to the former which he 
had broken. 

So Mofesrofe up early in the Morning, and 
went up to Mount Sinai with the two Tables, 
and proftrating himfelf before the Divine Ma- 
jetty, who defcended in the Cloud on the top 
of the Mount, moft humbly befeeched him 
to pardon the Sin of his People. The LORD 
favourably received this his Jnterceffion, and 
alfur'd him of his Protection ; and when he 
had continu’d there 40 Days and 40 Nights 
in Communion with GOD, without Mcas or 
Drink, he returned to the People with the two 
Tables of the Law. 


When Mofcs was come down tothe Camp, 
the Jews were extreamly furpriz’d to fee lus 
Faee wil dhining ; and being affrighted with 
the glory they law in his Countensnce , they 
durit not come near him ; which obliged 
himfelf to puc a Veilon his Faceand then ha- 
ving called the Reders and all the People to 
come to hin, lie declared whatGOD had 
charged him with on their behalf. 

Thus Mofes having attain’d to a degree oF 
Glorification by his long continued Commu- 
nion and Familiarity withG O D, was forced 
always to veil his Face when he came forth 
tothe People, which he took off again when 
he wentintothe Tabernacle before the LORD, 
to {peak with him. Whereby he gave to all 
the Paftors of the Church this Lefan, That they 
ought ro propurtion the Sacred Truths, GOD 
has been pleafed to communicate to tiem, to the 
capacity and wesknefs of their Hearers 5 and 
19 bide the Revelation of Jurpajing My fteries, 
COD has firvanved thn with, in the Jecret of : 
their own Breafis, 

In this manner were the two firft Tab-es 
renewed, and GO D being touch’d wich the 
punifhment of his People, and the Intercefhion 
of Afofis, wrote over again with his own [in- 
cer the X. Commanamenzs he before had give 
en them. Which favour of his to the yews 
was a Figure of agreater, he beftows upon 
ajl Penitent Souls, when upon theirdeep Llu- 
miliations, he by his Holy Spirit anew en~ 
graves in their Hearts, the Holy Law they 
had before faced by the diforder of their 

EVES. : 

But GOD at the fame time would repre- 
fentto Mojes, how hard a thing it isco obtain 
this Grace, and therefore oblig’d him to hew 
thefe fecond Tables of Stone himfeit, which 
was not mention’d concerning the firk Tsdles. 
For Man is fo weak, that he is apr to lofe 
what he has obtain’d without labour and pains 
tuking ; and therefore GOD is conftrained to 
make him endure. a great deal of toil and 
trouble before his Holy Law be fully repaired 
and teftored in him, to the end the difficulty 
he has met with in this Proceis , may oblige 
him toa greater watchfulnefs over himfeif, 
and make him tremble at the very thought 
of forfeiting a Favour, he has at length ob- 
tain’d of GO D with fo many Tears. re 
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The CONTENTS of the Third Book of Mocs, 
called LEVITICUS. | 


T HE Name of this Book és borrowed from 
the principal Subje& whereof it treats ; 
shat is, Levitical Ceremonies, with their De- 
rendencies: the Furittion avd Gbfervation 
arhireof appertaincd to the Priefts and Levites, 
wico were both of the Tribe of Levi, and (by 
she Order of GOD) appropriated to his felemu 
Service. 

For in this Book are chigfy laid down the 
Ceremonial Laws, mot only concerning all forts 
of Sacrifices which are diftinguifhed into 
Burnt-Offerings, Meat-Offerings, Offerings 
of rhe Firft-Fruits, Peace Offerings, axd Sin 
or Trefpafs-Offerings, as well with regard to 
the Pertons for whom they were offered, (as 
for the Priefts, for the whole Congregation, 
for the Prince or Ruler, or for any of the 
People , and the Cafes in which they were to 
be oiterced ) as for Sins of Ignorance, and 
wilful Sins, as to the Beafts, which were to 
be offered by diftinguifbing them into Clean and 
Unclean ; with the Feafts and Days affgned 
zo thofafeveral Services : As the Feaft of the 
Paflover, the Feaftof Pentecoft, the Feaft of 
Tabernacles, with the Feaft of Trumpets, and 
rhe day of Atonement; together with the Law 
of the Sabbath, of the Seventh Year, and of 
the Year of Jubilee ; but alfo concerning the 
Priefts themfelves, with refpeff to their Perfons 
as well as Functions. 

Morcover, among ft thefe Ceremonial Laws, 
are thofe of the Purification of Women after 
Child-birth ; Their Offerings at their Purify« 
ing ; The Laws and Tokens the Priclt is te 


obferve in bier Judgment about Lenrofie, tages 
ther with the Rites and Sacrilices whereby ir ws 
to be cleanfid 5 The Law concerning the Scepem 
Goat. 

To thefe are added Moral Laws concernz ~ 
what we ave to do, or leave undone, a Surina- 
ry whreof we find in tke Decalogue, or Ten 


Commandments. — dnd bejides all thefe, we 
‘find heve alfo Civil Laws and Ordinances con 


cerning Punifhments, which the Magiftrate 
was to infliét upon fome enormous Crimes, as 
of other Matters concerning the Civil Govern- 
ment. 

Among ft thefe Laws we find alfo feveral Ree 
Intions inferted, as of the Inauguration of the’ 
Priefts, the Anointing of te Tabernacle, and 
its Urentils, the adfual Exercife of the Prieftly 
Fun&tion, and its Confirmation by a Divine 
Prodigy of Fire coming down from Heaven and 
confuming the Burnt-Offerings on the Altar, 
and the Punifhment b two Priefts, Nadab and 
Abihu, who had tranfgreffed the divinely appoint 
ed Rules of their Sacred Employment, by offering 
Strange Fire before the Lord; together with the 
Execution of a Blafphemer. 

Here alfo we meet with feveral Promifes 
made to thofe that obferve the Divine Laws, and 
dreadful Denunciations to thofe that tranfgrefs 
them; all which was done within a Months 
that is, from the beginning of the fecond 
ter the Children of Iirael were come out 
of the fecond Month 


time, 

ear a 
of Egypt, to the beginning 
of the fame Yeats 
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LEVIT. X. 


NADAB AND ABIHU. 


Nadab avd Abilu (Aarons eldeft Sons) having put ftrange Fire into 
their Cenfers, and offered it before the LOKD, are confumed by a 
Fire from the LORD, 7# the Tabernacle. 


Freer that Moejts had finifhed all chat 
GOD had commanded him to make 
for his Worjhip and Ser- 


Aare Mund 2ets. acca, he fer up the Tader- 


of the Prie#s fearful of falling into the like 
Sin, made them bring the dead Bodies of Na- 
dab and Abihu trom before the Sanduary, and 
carry them out of the Camp, in the fame con- 


vac, and coniecrated itat the beginning of dition they found them, that is, in their Lin- 


rhe fecond Year after their coming out of 


fet. GOD gave a vilible Witnels of his 
approving of whacvfover was cffer'd upto him 
(according to his Command) for his Glory, 
and 2 Clout aiways covered the Taversiacle ; 
to fhew, that the Divine Mayefy was prefent 
there, and dignified it with his Glory.. This 
Chud refted on the Taberuacie, 2s long as it 
pleafed GOD it fhould continue in the place 
where it was, and when it removed from thz 
Tabernacle, it was a Sign that the Divine 
Will was they fhould decamp, and remove 
elfewhere. : 

Thus we fee that an orderly and regulated 
outward Service began to he performed to 
the Divine Maj-/ly, by offering up of Seeri- 
fees, and other holy Obfervances appointed 
wnd determined by GOD himfelf, Aaion and 
his Sous being in particular fet apart and con- 
{.crated to thefe Holy Functions. 

But GOD foon made it appear, by a 
dreadful Example, what exaftneis he expe&s 
inthe performance of thote Holy Duties, and 
with what feveriry he required, that his Ap- 
pointments fhould be obey’d. Hehad made 
a Law, That the Fire was to burn continually 
uyon his lsar, and that the Pric?s thould 
take care to maintain it, by laying on of 
Heed every Morning and Evening. 

Iewas with this Holy Fre they were to 
kindle their Cezjers, whenever they did offer 
luecnfe before GOD; but Nadsté and Abibs, 
the two eldeft Sons of arox, negleGting this 
Command of GOD, end having tuken firange 
Fire in their Cenjers, died in tae Jabernacle, 
as they were ofering uo their Incenfe before 
the LOLD; fer GOD darred into their In- 
wards, a Jive like a flash of £ ghruing, which 
confimed their Jarards without touching 
their Bve%es, or fo much as their Garinzents, 

And Afjcs taking occation fiem tisis iud- 
den and terrible Ja:lgaent, co make the reft 


nen Coats. 

Mofes alfo charged arom and his Sons, 
not to mourn for Nadab and Abihu, in tha- 
ving their Heads, or rending their Cloaths ; 
burthac they fhould Jeave thofe Marks of 
Mourning tothe reft of the Peopfe,from whom 
they ought to diftinguifh themtelves as well 
in this point as all the reft, in Reverenee to 
thar Holy Anointizz, whereby they had been 
confecrated to the LORD, and feparated from 
the reft of their Brethren, 

GOD was willing toteach the Jews by this 
terrible Judgment, thatthe moft holy teeming 
Servicethat Men offer to GOD, cannot inthe 
leaft be acceptable to him, when it is not 
done in the way and manner he has appointed. 
The Divine Berg is fo wonderful and tran- 
fcendent, that it is impoffible to honour him, 
but according to his own Prefcription ; and 
the Model he himfelf hath fer down. He 
dces not now, (it may be) fo vitibly and re- 
markably punifh. thofe who tranfgrefs his 
Holy Ordinances ; but he no Jefs takes notice, 
and obferves ar this time, thofe who bringa 
firange Fire to his Altar, and prefent them- 
felves before him, having another Fire flaming 
in their Hearts, than what he has kindled 
there by his Holy Spirit. 

This frrange Fire which he has fo great an 
averfion for, és (according to St. Gregory) the 
Love of this World , and that holy Man firuck 
with the territle Example fozwed upon Nadab 
and Abihu, takes cccafion carncftly to exhort aff 
Believers, but efpeciaky thofe who ferve at ihe 
Altar, to banifh from their Hearts af unclean 
Lufts, and the love of Temporal things, to the 
end theiy Hearts may burn with the Love of 
GOD aie, who is a confuming Mire, and 2 
jealous God 5 and who cannot fulfer that any om 
ther ttrange Fire, fhould burn in the tlearts 0 
thofe whom he has defigned to be the Altars for 
his Holy kire-go burn upon continually, 
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The CONTEN TS of the Fourth Book of 
: NUMBERS. 


His Book is ealled Numbers, becaufe it 
T contains the feveral Numbrings of the 
Tribes of Lfrael, performed in the Defert by the 
Command of GOD, and particularly of the 
Levites. But befdes this Numbring aud Re- 
giftring of the People, according to every par- 
tienlar Tribe, (but the Levites are exempted 
for the Service of the LORD, which both begin 
and coutlude this Book) many other Matters are 
therein velated, Here we find the Order, ac- 
cording to which the 12 Tribes were to march in 
thei» ‘journey, as well es to entamp themfelves 
avout the Tabernacle. 

Here ts fet down the Charge and Duty of 
the Priefts and Levites ; their Maintenance, 
Gnd their miraculus Confirmation | ix the 
Priefthood. Hereare Laws Ceremonial, Mo- 
ral, Civil, and Mixt. Herein is veprefented to 


us the wonderful and fingular Conduct GOD 


was pleafed to ufe towards then, in leading 
them rlrough the Wildernefs, to the Land of 
Promife. Hire are alfo related Jeveral Events, 
that bapned in their Journey, the Occafions, 
Gircumptances, and Succefs whereof, aford us 
many good Leffons, as well in Eccleliaftical as 


Civil Matters. 
that after the fetting up and 


We fee here 
Confccration of the Tabernacle, the Heads or 


Princes of the Twelve Tribes, feverally brought 
their Gifts and Offerings 5 — how ee une 
rateful People were yt engagea in Nurmu- 
ee Rebellions againft the LORD, and 
againft Mofes , together with the dreadful 
Examples of terrible Judgments that Jucceeded 
In, 
_ We read here alfo, how Mofes was eafed 
of the burthn of his folitary Adminiftration, 
by the Agjtance of Seventy Elders 5 motwith- 
fanding wisich, he mects with mich trouble 
Goth from Aaron his Brother, 2x4 Miriam Ais 
Sifter ; as alfo, how he having fent [ome to 
difcover the Land of Canaan, by reajon of the 
if Report of the Spics, and the Murmurings 
thence occafioned amougit the People , feveral 


39 


Mofes, called 


Judgments were infifed on them, wh:reby fume 
immediately perifbed, the refi being fentenc’d to 
wander up and down in the Wildernets forty 
Years from their coming out of Egypt, aud to 
die init at laf. | 

In this Book [ikewife are recorded feveral 

Sins both particular and common with ther 
ju Punifhments, as wed as the Vertues and 
Heroick A€tions of good Men, with their 
particular Rewards. Morcover, thee infinite 
Mercy of GOD. is excelutly fet forth here, in 
his favourable acceptance of the Prayers of 
Mofes, his faithful Servant ; in the gracious 
pardoning of fo many Crimes of fuch rebel- 
Hious and feditious Perfous, and in the continu- 
al pouring forth of his multiplied Bleflings 
upon that People ; whereof fomz were Spiri- 
tual, in preferving the Truch of his Doétrine, 
and the Purity of bis Service amongft ther ; 
and others Corporal, in delivering them from 
the hands of their Enemies, in giving them 
glorious Viktories over them, and in gracioxfly 
heaping upon them many ether temporal Advan- 
tages. 
Laftly, We have here an account, how the 
Children of Ifrael prepared themfelves to take 
poffefion of the Land of Canaan, whcreof the 
Borders and Bounds are dz{cribed; whereupon the 
Tribe of Reuben, that of Gad, and the half 
Tribe of Manaileh, having taken poffejion of 
the Country on that fide Jordan; it is by the 
Command of GOD afign’d to them for an In- 
heritance. Hore are alfo Rules and Orders fet 
down about dividing the Land of Canaan, with 
the exception of feveral Places and Cities, fome 
of which were to be appropriated to the Les 
vites, and others, were to ferve for Cities of 
Refuge. 

This Book contains the Hiftory of the Events 
and Traniattions of 38 Years and g Monihs,vve. 
from the fecond Month of the fecond Year, after 
the Departure of rhe Children cf Titael one 0” 
Egypt, to tit beginning of tke 1172 Monte of the 
40th Yar, 
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j NUMB. XV. 


The Blafphemer Stoned; 


GOD commands the Blafphemer of his Holy Name to be Stoned , and a- 
nother that profaned the Sabbath, 4y gathering Sticks on that Holy 


Day. | 


Ae that GOD had (by the terrible and 
fudden Punifhment of Nadab and 4- 

bihu ) given an evident 
The fame Year 2514-  Fxample, how dangerous 
2 thing it is for thofe that minifter at the 4/- 
tar, tonegle& the Rules of their holy Function, 
and to difobey him, whofe more immediate 
Minifters they are ; he gave another Example 
of the exaétnets of his Juftice towards the 
Common People. 

Two Jews quarrelling together, one of 
them in his tranfport of Rage and Choler 
blafphemed the Holy Name of GOD ; the 
Ears of thofe that heard him being offended 
at thofe deteftable Wirds, they feiz’d the 
Blafphemer, and brought him before Mofes, 
who would not pronounce or determine any 
thing in the cafe, till he had enquired of GOD 
what was fit to be done. 

GOD, in anfwer to his demand, com- 
mands him to put the Bla/phemer immediate- 
ly out of che Camp, and that thofe who had 
heard his Blafphemy, thould lay their Hands 
on his Head, and that afterwards all] the Pco- 
ple fhould ffoxe him. This Order was accord- 
ingly forthwith executed with a Severity, 
which at this time may make al! thofe trem- 
ble, who are not afraid in their Paffion to 
blafpheme that Holy Name ; as well as make 
thote blufh, who are fo regardlefs of the Glo- 
ry of GOD, as to fuffer and wink at thofe 
that do ir. And. ugon this occalion, GOD 
made a Law, Tiat all Blafphemers, for time to 
come, should be floncd by the People. 

Some time after their hapned another Ex- 
amiple of the Divine Juffice and Sevrity. 
Tue Ifraelites being very exact in their out- 
ward oblervance of the Holinefs of the Sab- 
dtthedey , in waich GOD had conwnanded 
them, but awhile ago, with his own Mouth, 
nottodo any fisulle Mork, they chane'd to 
finda Max gathering Stetson that day, and 
beouche him betore Myer afd savor, to pals 
Sestence upon him for char Tranfyrefion of 
the bluse Lor, who ordered him to be put 
in Ward, til they bad confultd the Will of 


su tn that Matter. 


* 


After Enquiry, GOD commanded them 
to proceed (as in the foregoing Inftance}) 
viz. to bring the Sabbath-breaker without the 
Camp, and chat all the People fhould ftone him 
there. 

Men at this time would take more care, and 
be more exait in keeping the Laws of GOD, 
if they faw themlelves threatned with prefent 
Death, upon the breach of them; and the fear 
at leaft of fo fudden and fo fevere a Punifhment 
would put a flop to their rafb Licentioufnels, — 

But thofe who have learnt to obey the Law of 
GOD from «Principle of Love, and not frons 
any fear of Punithments, cannot fufficiently bea 
wail and lament to fee the Liberty chofe that 
call themfelves Chriftians take, to violate with= 
out Fear or Care, the moft facred and inviolable 
Laws and Commands of GOD. 

Their Faith prefents them with aview of o« 
ther Punifhments, and much more to be feared 
than all Temporal Punifhments whatfoever. And 
their Eyes gufo forth with Tears, when they 
confider, That for the gathering of a few Sticks 
or Stubble (as all worldly things are no better) 
Men provoke the Anger of GOD cgainft them, 
and draw down upon themfelves Punilhments 
that fhall never end. 

GOD never flackens the Severity of his Laws s 
He has once declared to Men,what he would have 
thom do, and what ke expects from them; and 
having fo dene, Jpcaks 0 more, but leaves it to 
thim, and if they be difobedient, tis at their own 

cril, 
: Men indeed may deceive themfelves, and wreft 
the Law of GOD to rheir own Senfe, and as they 
world fain have it ; but however they may flaca 
ter themfelves, as this Sabbath-breaker probably 
allo did: For wha: hurt was thre in gatueriag @ 
few Sticks ? yet their excufinag and acgsitring 
of themfetues will not prevens the Senrente of 
Death from being pronounced againf? then : 
And they will know, but alas tuatace (as iaich 
se. Auftin) That Man was vat in Lis Proyai- 
ies, but that GOD was true in bis Threats ane 
ALuaces. 
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NUMB. XII. 


[51] 6£ 


THE TWELVE SPIES. 
Moles fends forth 12 Spies to fearch the Land of Canaan. They make 


the People Murmur. GOD, to punifh their Rebellious Murmurings, 
affures them, they hall not eater into the Land he had promifed them. 


To E feverity of fo many ees 
wherewith GOD exercifed his People 


in fo many different manners, was not iuf- 
ficient to put a ftop to 
their Rebellious Mur- 
murings, from which Aaron himfelf, and Adi- 
riam his Sifter, were notexempt : For being 
jealous of that great Authority GOD had con- 
ferred upon Mofes, they in_a taunting man- 
ner faid, Hath rhe LOR D indeed only Ipoken 
by Mofes, Hath he not (puken alfo by us? And 
for a pretext of their Murmurings again{t 
him, they uphraided him, with having mar- 
ried an Ethiopian Woman. edi 

Mofes, tho’ he was fenfible of the injuftice 
of thefe heir Reproaches, yet preferving his 
accuftomed Meekufs, feem’d not atall con- 
cern’d at it. BurGOD avenged Avfes, who 
would nor avenge himfelf,and {paring Aaron 
becaufe of his holy Function, he ftruck Miri- 
am with a Leprofie. . 

Mojes being affli€ted to fee his Siffer in that 
condition, earneftly prayedto the LORD to 
heal her; but GOD rold him ic was but fir- 
ting, thar for the fault fhe had committed, 
fhe fhould be put forth of the Camp 7 days, 
after which fhe was healed, according to the: 
Interceflion of Mbfes.° 

This particular Murmuring of 4aroz and 
Miriam againft Mofes being palt , there {con 
arofe another of rhe whole Peoplz : For GO D 
having commanded Mafes to fend a Man of 
each Tribe, to {earch the Land of Causan , 
and to bring a Sample of the Freés thereof, 
thefe Spices rerurned and brought a bunch | of 
Gragis, which was an abundant proof of the 
excellency ofthe soil : Bur wichal told them, 
chat the Land was inhabited by fo Giant-like 
a Peeple, that they could not think ever to 
conquer them. sss 

The Peaple had no feoner heard this dil 
couraging account from the Spies, bur they 
began with one accord to murmur aguin!t Mu- 
foot They with they had died in the ’/tderm 
vfs, rather than to be putupon fghtng a- 
gaint Giants; andat lait came to thar wicked 
Relolutian, to choole themlelves a Leader, 
and rerura to Asie. 


The fame year, 2514, 


Mofes and Aaron feeing them lafh out into 
thefe dereftable Exorbirances,proftrated them-- 
felves before the LORD, to appeafe his An- 
ger from breaking out uzon them; whilft 
inthe mean time Caleb and Jofhuah endea- 
voured by mild words, and-encouraging Re- 
prefenrations of the Lend, to calin then, and 
to effice the fears which thefe falfe reports 
had raifed in them. They affiered them, that 
it was a very excellent Lad, and that as long 
as GOD favoured them, they fhould ealily be- 
come Mafters thercof. 

But the People being itrangely enraged, 
inftead of giving earto their Remunitrances, 
would needs have ftened them, had not they 
heen ftopt by the apnearance of the Glory of 
the LORD, in the Tabcrnacle of the Congre- 
gation; whence the LOR D fpake to Muyes, 
commanding him-to tell the People, rhat he 
had heard their marmurings , and that accor- 
ding tothsir wilhes he would dea! with 
them ; for asthey had wifked tu die in the 
Wiltera{s , Yothsy fhould all of them from 
20 years old and upwards. 

Fofbus and Cakb only wer? excepted from 
this punifhmenr, as having endeavoured to: 
till che Murmurings cf the People; the reft 
of the Sozes were ftruck with fudden Death,as 
being the Authors of this great mifchief. 

GOD 25 :bis Hiftory feems to teach us, that 
when he promifcs us a great Reward, we ougot 
not to difcourage our lelucs with every fmail 
di Feulty, that muft be overcome before we can 
dejsrve it. We cannot exter ivto the Land of 
Promife without frft overesming the Enemies, 
which oppofe our paffage thither; but inflead 
of being dilcouraced at the [cht of th-fe Ene- 
miles, we onght to fiir upour Faith, and caft our 
care von GOD, wha has promifed to fiche for 
a? 

Thus Jefus Chrift doth only promife is Kings 
acm to thole wha take ie by force. Me dore- 
nonce the Kingdom of Heaven, by fearing te 
fight and fivive jor it 5 and tiey wea tujlead: 
of excanraging Souls im tess Spivitual Come 
Gat, da diicouraze tii , foall be fevercly pus 
nithed by GOD, as being the Authors of their 


Lor ciea, 
KORAB;. 


62 ° [52]. NUMB. XVI. 
KORAH, DATHAN, and ABIRAM. 
Korah, Dathan , and Abiram Murmuring againft Mofes, and affecting the 

High-Priefthood, the Earth opens and fwallows them alive. 


fe Murmuring of the Children cf J- — Arthe fame time a Fire came forth from 
racl, occafion’d by the report of the GODand confumed the 250 Partifans of Ko- 
Spies , was loon after fe- rab’s Rebellion. Mofes, by command from 
The fame year,2514¢ — conded by another,which the LORD, order’d their Cenfers to be taken 
and tle sdyear cfter, = sy oge heinoufly offended up, and beat into Plates, to cover the Altar 
ther coming ont of ie: Mich. ow hae ch het ternal M. £ 
Fasue the Divine Majefly. Ko- that they might be an eternal Monument o 
rah, Detnan and dbiram, this tevere Vengeance, and a warningto all, 
With 2°0 Princes of the People, arofe in a fe- not to attempt the like for the future. 
ditious manner againft Mojesand aren; and — And yet for all this, the very next Morn- 
envying the Dignity and Authority they had ing they fell again to their old cuftom of 
over them, faid,they had long enough Lorded Murmuring , charging Mofes, thar he had 
it over the Lord: People who were as holy as kill’d the People of the LORD. GO D at the 
they, and that ic was high time to {ét bounds fame time would have confumed them ina 
to their arrogated power. moment, but for Mofés his Inrerceilion ; whe 
Mofes having heard thefe their Words, fell feeing, that Wrath was gone out from the 
upen his Face ; and becaufe he perceived thar LORD againft the Peep, commanded Aaron 
thiele Murmirers afficted the High Vriflaood, to take his Cenfer with Incenfe, and to make 
he rebuked their Aasbition, reprefenting to Attonement for them; whereupon the Plague 
Korah (who was of the Trive of Levi) that was ftay’d, after that it had defircy’d 1470 
the LOR D had highly honoured them, in Akz, befides them that died aboutthe matrer 
feparating them from the relt cf the Con- of Korah. 
giegution todo the fervice of tie Tadernacle After this the LORD, to ratifie the Pri:ft- 
of the LORD; that rhey ought to content hoodto aron, commanded the Heads otevery 
themfelves with that holy Fun&ion, without Tribe,to provide themfelves Rods, and to write 
railing their defires higher. And after he their Names upon them, and Jay them up in 
had told them, that this their Murmuring the Tabernacle, the LORD being refolved to 
was level'd atthe LO R D himfelf, he bid evidence to alJ, whom he had chofen to the 
them bein a readinefs againft thenext day, Priefthood, by cauling his Rod to Bloffor, 
with their Cenfers, and charged arun like- When the Rods were brought forth again, 
wile to appear with his. Aaron's Rod alone wasfound to have put forth 
This done, Kerzh and his Party placed Buds, Bloffims, and Almonds, which therefore 
themielves on one fide , and 4sron on the GOD commanded fhould be kept for a Token, 
cther ; and at the fame time the Glory of the and Jaid up inthe Ark of the Covenant, to 
LORD appeared to all the Congregation, and prevent any fuch Rebellious pretences for the 
the LORD commanded Mofes to bid the Peo- time to come. 
ple, to get them away from thofe Rebellious — This great and dreadful Example has alm 
Murmerers, Mofeshaving giventhis Adver- ways been a reftraint up Wife Men, from 
tilement to the People, told them, that GOD lightly engaging themjelues to Minifter at the 
would now give them an undoubted procf, Altar, and from rafbly handling the Holy 
thar he had done nothing but by exprefs Or- Cenfer, wirhaut 4 jure and none Call 
cer from him ; and that the extraordinary from GOD. ‘The punifhonene of thefo three Rew 
ceath of thefe Rebels, would juftifiethemin ‘els, azd their Company, who were buricd alive, 
the eyes of them all. yea, went down fo to Hell ( us the Scripture 
Scarce had Mefes made an end of {peaking faith) infpires them with an lunble back- 
to the People, when the Earth opened and wardnc{s to Holy Things. They know G O D is 





{wallowed them,and all thar belonged torhem. 
Thus defcended they alive ro Hell, and pe- 
rifned in amoment from amidft the Congre- 

tionof the Jfraclites, who ran away at the 


fo great, that be cannot be fervcd worthily , 
but by thofe he makes choice of himfelf to be 
his Miniiters, and whom he qualifies with Die 
vine Vertues , for fo Great and Sacred an em- 


deus cry of them, and for fear of being ploy ; and therefore in deep humility they are 


overraken with the fame Ruin. 


ready te cry out with S. Paul, who is fufficient 
for thefe things ? THE 
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NUMB. XXI. [ 3 ] 63 


THE BRAZE 


N SERPENT. 


The People murmuring again GO D, and againft Moles, are punifhed with Fie- 
ry Serpents, and are bealed by looking up to the Brazen Serpent, which Mofes 


. erected at the command of GOD. 


é 


HE Rebellion of Kors, Dathan, and 
Abivam being thus quell’d, tome years 

: afrer there hapned ano- 

Anne Mundi 222 ther, which GO D moft 


bfire Chryt 1452- $ = 
ae a if feverely punifhed ; forthe 


the gorh ycar after People having now wan- 
their coming ont of dred for,many years up 
Epypt and down the Wildern-sfs, 


and being tir'd with fo many Marches and 
Counteremarehzs, they began again {zditioufly 
to murmur againt Mofes, expretiing their dif- 
content in bitter and paffionate Expoftule- 
tions and Comalaints, not only againft him, 
but even GO D himlelf; faying, Wizrefore 
herve you brought us up ost of Egypt, to die in 
this Wildernefs ? we bave no Bread, and oft 
wan! Warer, and our Souls loath this light 
Bread. 

The LORD being provoked againft them, 
for thefe their murmarings, he fent Mery Ser 
sents amongft them, which caufed a terrible 
deftruction of the People, who died away foon 
afrer they were Stang by them. The moft 
{:ditious and forward amongf them being 
terrified at this fudden and fatal_Vengeance, 
changed their Complaints and Threats into 


(Prayers and Lam.atations ; and coming to 


Mofes, acknowledg’d their heinous 5%, where= 
by they had provoked the Anger of the LORD 


_ againft them, by murmuring again his Con- 


duct and Guidance over them; and earneitly 
entrzared him, to make interceffion to the 
LORD for them, that they: might be deli- 
ver'd from this plague of the Fiery Serpents, 
forafmuch as thetorment of their biting was 
altogether intolerable. 
Mufes accordingly humbly prefents their 
Requet before GOD, making earneft Inter- 
cefion for them; whobeing appealed by the 
charitable Prayers of that Holy Man, commands 
him to make a Serpent of Brafs, and lift it 
up upona Poke ; affuring him, thar all rhofe 
who were bitten by the Mery Serpent, fhould 
be healed of their Wounds,by looking up toit. 
Thus ic was that this Mortalicy ceafed 
among’t the Peop!. W hich Hiftory, whether 
we refpect the Juugment it felt, or the Re- 


medy GOD in his Mercy appointed for it, 
doth afford us very important Leflons and In= 
ftruétions. For the fathers have contidered 
this murmuring here of the People, and the 
bircerneis of their Svirie venting ic felf an 
pilionace and ungraretul Complaints and kx- 
pottulatioas, (by reatoa of rheir long ad 
wearifom wandrings 1 the dry and folitary 
Wildynel;) as-a lively Mesre ot thote dange- 
rous Spiricual Tempratioas which fomerimes 
happen to the mot perfect , who are off i 
danger, without a vigorous exciting of cheir 
Faith and Truf in GOD, of being born down 
and difcourag’d with the multiplied Painsand 
Difficulties they meet with in the ftvait and 
nirrow way to Life. If they contentrothele 
fecret marmuringsarifing in their Hearts, they 
cannot fail of being bie with Fery Serpents, 
I mean, Evil Spirits, who watch only firit to 
difcourage, and then to deftroy them. 

What remedy now is there for them in 
this dangerous Cafe? No other, but what is 
here fet down; they mut fixtheir Eyes upor 
the Brazen Serpent, which was a vilible im- 
blem of JESUS CHRIST, as he bimlelf al- 
fures.us in his Gofpel. Hedid not difdain to 
aflift our weak Underftandings, inreprefent- 
ing himflt by a Serpent, yet not acommon 
poylonous one, but a Scrpent of Bra{ss becaule 
in taking our Fiejb uponhim, he did not oar- 
take of our Sin, whichis, (and therefore may. 
truly be called ) the poyfon of the Serpent , 
tho’ he fubmitred himfelf to Death, whica 
was the effeStof Sin; notHis, but Ours. 

To this Divine Odjuct, JESUS CHRIST, 
(lifted up upon the Crofs ) is is, that Believers 
matt continually recall their Eyes, for to ftifl: 
their Co.nalaints, for to refrelb and comtort 
them during their wearifom fteps in this valt 
and howling Wilderne/s; frequently encou- 
raging themfeives with thefe and like words > 
Hus the Gaptain of our Salvation , who was. 
the Holy ene of GOD, fuffered fo much with- 
ott the lzaft Gomplaint ; end fhall we Sinners- 
murmur ? Has GOD fo dealt with the green: 
Tree? and-do we think it juft, he foould {pare 


the dry? 
BAALAMS 


6g 


[s4]_ | \ 
BALAAMS ASS SPEAKS, 


NUMB. XXII 


Balaam the Falfe Prophet bleh the People of GOD against his Will, not- 
withtarding that Keng Balak had jert for hin tocurje them, Hes Afs rcproves 
bine for beititzs Devry beet € fis fiope at the pghs ef ea Angel, which Balaam 


peiceved not. 

FTER fo many AmMiGiorns and DiF 
A ficulties which Altes had Leen tryed 
Anno Mundizss3. With, in his Leading of 
befire Christ t451. the Pople; for a Jat 
proof of his Conflancy , hz wasa little be- 
fore his death to be exerctied with Tryals, 
caufed by the Artifices of a faife Prophet. 

The liraclites being encamp’d near to the 
borders of Meab, Bulak their King terrifyed 
at their approach, fends for Balaam to curfe 
Irael. Baiaam in the Night time asks 
Counfel of GOD, what he fhould do; who 
ftriGly forbad him to undertake any fuch 
thing, forafmuch as he hirafelf had blefled 
them: whereupon Balaaz diimiffes the Prin- 
ces, Balak had fentto fetch him, with this 
Anlwer. But this Prince being refolved not 
to be put off fo, fends other more honoura- 
ble Perfonsto Balaam, and with richer Pre- 
fents. 

The covetoufnefs of this falfe Prophet be- 
ing awakened at the fight of thefe Prefents, 
initead cf firmly acquiefcing in the firft an- 
{wer GOD had given him, demanded again 
of GOD, whether he fhould go along with 
them, as if the Gold of thefe fecond 4m- 
baffadors could have the fame power upon 
GOD, as it had on his Covetous Heart. So 
GOD leaving him to his defires, bad him go 
along with them. And ashe wason the way, 
the Angel of the Lord met him and oppos'd 
him; yet Balaom did not fee him; buc the 
Als on which he rode, faw the dngel, and 
ftopping ,. fell down under him; and as Ba- 
lzam ina rage {mete the fs, GO D open- 
ing her Mouth, fhe complain’d of hisunjuft 
Cruelty. 

Atthe fame time alfo the LO R D open- 
ed Balasms Eyes, and he faw the gel 
ftanding in the way, and as he threatned 
to kill him, Balaam humbled himfelf before 
the 4ngelof the LORD; and told him, 
that if his fourney were difpleafing to him, 
he was ready to yeturn back again. Burthe 
Ange gave him leave to continue his Four- 
ney, cnly charged him co {peak nothing , 
bit what he received from GOD. And 
accordingly he did; for norwithftanding all 
the Pesfwafions and Promiles of Balsk to 


meke him curfe Jrael, GO D made him 
bicts them ; which extreamly provoked that 
Aug, 

Ce 


But Balzam being afraid of lofing the Re- , 


wards he expected from Balak, made him 
endeavour by his Counfel, to deftroy and fru- 
firate the bleflings he had pronounced to that 


Pople: For cafting off his dilguife of a true :- 


Prophet, he (like a wicked wretch ) advifed 
Palak to tempt the Children of Jrael with 
the Mosbitijh Women, that being inveigled 


by them, and worfhiping their Jdos, GO D_ 


mightin his Wrath deliver them into the 
hands of their Enemies. 

This Advice of his had a moft fatal fice 
cefs; for thefe Idolatrous Women, by their 
Allurements, foon gain’d this eafie People, 
to defile their Bodies and Souls with them. 

Thus one falfe Prophet, who pretended to 
be a Man of God, was like ( by his Artifices 
and Covetoufnels ) to have been the caufe of 
the ruin and deftruction ‘of all Gods People, if 
a true Minifer of the Lord had not oppofed 
it with an holy and highly commendable 
Zeal : For Phineas, the Grandfon of Aaron, 
fecing a Jew committing lewdnefs with a 
Moabitifo Viman, thruft them both through 
with his Sword, by which means the Plague 
was itayed, which the Wrath of God had 
kindled among{t them, whereof 24000 died. 

The Jews then ( as faith S. ambrife) were 
more miraculoufly delivered by one trus Prieft, 
thax they had before been corrupted by one 
Falfe Propher ; and the Zeal and Piety of the 
cne was of greater force, than the Avarice or 
Artifices of the other. 

We find here, that the People of God are 
happy, when they have Perfons amongft them, 
who by a wife xeal oppofe the defigus of shofe 
that would corrupt them. There will be always 
Balaams in the Church, that wu, falfe Pro- 
phets, who feck their own Intercits, and not 
thofe of Jefus Chrift. Wherefore it ws greatly 
tobe wifh'd for, that the Church may aot 
want fuch as Phineas, who were fenfible of the 
leaft Evil thar threatens it, and who sim at 
nothing but the Glory of God, and rhe Salvae 
tion of Ai People, 
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A brief Explication of the M AP, Reprefenting the Journey of the 
fraclites ‘from Egypt, to the Land of Promife. 


fis Land of Promife is called, by fe- 
veral ancient Authors, Paleffne, as is 
conjectured from the 
Name of the Inhabi- 
Buk of Mol.s called tants, who were cal- 
Numbers, led Philiftines ; a Peo- 
ple defcended from Cham, one of the Sons 
of Noah. It may not improbably be like- 
wite called the Land of Promife, in regard of 
the Promife which the LORD made to 4bra- 
kam, Gon, 12.7. and 13. 15. It tekes the 
Name of Canam from one of the Sons of 
Cham, who bore that Name, whofe Dzicen- 
dents (called Canaanites) inhabiting it, divi 
ded the Land into feveral Provinces, each 
whereof was denominated from one of the 
Sons of Gham, who were the firft Poffeflors 
thereof, And laftly, this Land was called the 
HOLY LAND, becauleGO D had honoured 
it with his particular Prefence, infomuch that 
Moles, Exod. 3.§. Was commanded, -to put off 
his Shoes whin he approached the Buh, be- 
caufe the place whereon he trod was Holy 
grouud. 

The Bounds length and breadth of this 
Country appears by the Map. 

Ic is watered with feveral Sereams and 
Rivelts, whereof tome run into the Sea, o- 
thers fall into the River Jordan, which runs 
trom thence into the Lake Afcrom, and from 
thence into the Sca of Galilee or Clncreth ; 
from whence riiing up again, it keeps on its 
courte till ic lofeth it felt in the Dead Sve, 
which of old was made what now itis from 
the Ruins of Soden, Gomorra, Adav:3, and Ze 
ioim, all feared ina Territory, which in the 
time of Lor was a very fertil Soil, andcailed 
the Vaile of Siddim, beingthereby likened to 
the Garden of GOD, or Terrefirial Paradije , 
Gen. 13. 19. 

There are found floating in divers parts of 
this Sea, great pieces of a certain kind of 
Pitch called .A{phalews, from whence it hath 
alfo taken the name of Mare afpaaltic.tz , 
or the Afpiultick Sea, or Lake. This kind 
of Pitch, or liquid Sulphur, ferves to thicken 
or harden any thing ; it is ufed in Phytical 
Preparations, and by the Tnhalatants for 
pitching of fez, altho when melted itis of 
a noyfom fink. 


This is mentioned in the : 
33d Chapter of the sth 


This Country hath great diverfity of Moxn~ 
tains, Valleys, Plains, Fountains, Rivers , 
Forcfts, and was well replenifht with Towns , 
Villages , and ftroug Holds 5 furpaffing in 
soodnefS and agreeable firuation moft Conr.- 
rrics in the World, and therefore affigned by 
GOD for the Habitation of his elect People , 
and promited to the Father of the Faithful, 
and his Pofteriry, as’a Type and Figure of the 
CeleRial Canaan, the Seat of perfect Blifs. 

The great number of the Jowns and Vile 
lages chat were in this Country is almoft in- 
credible ; for an Effay therefore, let it futhce 
only to give a view of the C/sces Royal, which 
Fofbua by Lot divided to the Children of 
Ifrael; which are as followeth. 

To the Tribe of REUBEN, HeJbbon, Ma- 
dian, and Sulab or the Rock. To the Tribe 
of MANASSES , Gilgal , Endor, Taanaci , 
Megiddo, Ifrael, Tirza, <Ajbtarath, Damaf- 
cus, Edrehi , Gefur, Maachath , Zabe , Tne- 
man, and Madon. To the Tribe of GAD, 
Rabbab. Tothe Tribe of BENJAMIN, Be- 
thel, Gibcon, As, Sernfalem, and Ferico. To 
the Tribe of SIMEON, Dzbir, andGerar. To 
the Tribe of ZEBULON, Jocknean, Shim, and 
Meron. To the Tribe of ISSACHAR, Apres. 
Tothe Tribe of ASHER, Achfaph , Sidon , 
Tyre, and Laffaron, Tothe Tribe of NEPH- 
THALI. Hazar, K:deck, Haamath and Edret. 
To the Tribe of DAN, Ekron, Gath, and 
Lachir. To the Tribe of JUDAH , Harad, 
Arab, Befeck, Exiun, Hobrm, Lionas , Mack- 
edab, Medulkam, and Tspash, To the Tribe 
of EPHRAIM, Giza, Samaria, Lafarm and 
Tappaah. 

In all the r2 Tribes thefe Raya! Cities. 

Having thus token of the Names of the 
places, with the Nature of the Country, we 
fall now fpeak of the Journey of the ij- 
raclites, how they paffed towards it through 
the Wildernels of Paran, Zin, Kadeh, Ge. 
their difcovery thereof, and at laft their pot= 
{etiing ir, after GO D for the fpace of 4a 
years, for the Lardnefs of their Hearts had 
cauted them to wander up and down through 
the fid Deferror Wildernefs, as is at large 
taken notice Of in Holy Wize. 

GOD having thoughe good, that the Po‘ter 
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66 
tity of Adrabam fhould Sojouria for the {pace 
of 430 years, ina firange Country, as fon 
asthe laid term of yours Was expired, took 
compallion on them to deliver then trom the 
miltrable favinide which they foirad under 


the Egypriaus; and heaving tie Croans of 


his poor Peogle, fent his Servants Mofes and 
Javon, to lead them our oF £7jp:, and to 
condué: them into the Pronifeat Laud 5 and 
becaute Pharc.é the Nag obitruteed their 
going out oF the hingaom. the ZORD fent 
amongit them fundry fores of grievous Plagues, 
fo thar at Jafk Pbarcoo and his People were 
not only willing ro ler them go,buc with great, 
bepertunity haitned their deparrure. 

The Zracvres being ailimbled at Ram fer, 
they eat the Palesel Lamb on the 14ch day 
of the Month 4b, Exod 13.4. which with 
us is pare of Marc, and part.of Apre/, and 
was by them Retigioutly obferved as tne Jirt 
Abarth of their year, the Morrow atrer being 
the reth day of the Month, «ano Muni 
25¢8 : According to our account they en- 
camped firft at sicco:h, trom whence, 2d!y. 
they come to Estce, at the end of the De- 
fert ; 34/7. they remove to Pibazdirerh, be- 
tween Misdeland the Siz, where the Ezypii- 
aus yepenting they had let them go, and 
following them witha great force overtook 
them; but rhe 2G 8 D ict his Auge! behind 
the Canp to guard it; and having provided 
a Piller cof Claud, and a Pillar of L.zht, the 
one for their Guile by Day. and the other by 
Night; fo that the Pilar of Cloud which was 
behind the Jraclites became Darkneis to the 
Ezyotians, that they could not fee them. 

‘The Uraelites being thus befet on each 
fide with high sunteins, behind with an E- 
mmy, and before with the Red Sea, cried 
unto the LORD, who by the hands of his 
Servant Mefes caufed the Waters to feparate, 


A brief Explication of the M AP. 


srh’y, they patled to Elm, and encaniped 
there, where they found 12 pleatane Foun 
and 7o) Paba-Trecss Erom thence 
6 iy. they pais further, and came to the 
Coutts of the Red Sar, called ja Eolrep 
Gan-Suph, oy the Sct of Weeds, Purtuing 
on further, they came, 7/2). to the Delert 
Of ov, and there enceniped on the 1524 day 
of the tecond Mona atter theirde,arture our 
of £ejpr 3 and here they again murmured 
agin Mefes for want of F.fb, calling for 
the Fi ph-pots and Bread of Ezypt, whereu pon 
the LOAD having compaflion en them, cave 
them daily from thenceforth the Err of 
Heaven, which they called Mumia, and caufed 
a great number or Syals to come io feed 
Chem with. 

From thence paling onthey encamp, 8+fly. 
at Dopskad; thence, ott-y. at iat; thence 
roiey, at Repoidim; where having no Wa. 
ter they again murmured, and ftirred up a 
new Kzbdcilionagaint Molcs,and againit GOD 5 
Wherefore tiat place was called Afsh2, or 
Mrioah, Exod. 17. 7. Neverthelefs GOD 
commanded Als/er to ftrike the Rock with his 
Rea, upon which there fprung forth abun- 
dance of Mer. Elere it was thar Awad 
fet upon them; but Afoles commanded ‘foe 
fbx2 to oppofe them with a fele& Troop 
whilff he with arcz and Har went unto the 
next Mountain, where Moles litted ‘up his 
hands tu Herym, impioring the Allibinee 
of GOD, and fo long were the Jfraclirer che 
ftronger; but when Mofes was tired and Ive 
down his Hands, Amalk prevailed; there- 
fore Aaron and Hur got a Stone for Moles to 
fit on, and held up his Hands till fuch time 
as Amalek was quite defeated. 

Aiterwards came Jethro the Prie? of Midi 
an. and Father-in-Law of Mofes to vific him 
bringing with him Z.ppseak the Wife of Mo- 


. 
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and they went over on dry ground; but Jer, and his 2 Sons G.xfhom and Eliezer, who 


when the Egyptians purfued them, the Wa 
fers. returned avain, and covered them and 
their Chariots, iothatthey were al] drown’d 
in the Sea, not oneefcaping. This was an 
occalion of great rejoycing and triumph to 
the dfraclites, and Mofis and Atria fang 
Praife to GOD for this happy deliverance. 

But 4th/y. pafiing further, they come to 
the bitter Waters of Afarah, where they mur- 
muied again Aefzs, who thereuyon ( as he 
w.s ordered by GOD ) fweetned them by caf- 
yng theveina fore of Fad. From tuence, 


were joyfully received by him: And $ethre 
fezing the pains that Aljesunderwent, in de- 
ciding all cafes and matters of Judicature a- 
mongit the People, counfelled him to choofe 
our pious and underRanding Men, to fir over 

them as Rulersover Thoutands, Rulers over 
Hundreds, Rulers over Fifties, and Rulers 

over ‘Fens; and what Ciufes were too great 
for them , fhould be brought before Mofes ; 
which Counte]l Mz/cs well approved of, aad | 
followed; and Jethro departed. into bis own 

Country. 


bifter 
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A brief Ex plication of thee MAP. 


After the departure of Jeshro, Mofes and 
the dfraclites departed from hence, and made 
their ath Encampment in the Defert of Sé- 
nai, near the Mountain of the fame Name, 
only one part thereof is named Hor.b. Upon 
this Mount Sinz? or Siz, GOD came down 
and {pake to the Peopl, and gave thein his 
Law, firft by word of Mouth, and next in 
Writing in two Tables of Stone 5 which Mofes 
received of him, written with his own Hand, 
after he had paffed forty Days in the Mount 
with the LORD; which he brought down to 
the Children of Ifracl, Exod. 32. 10. and 
Deut. 9. 9,10, 11. But Maes upon his co- 
ming down, feeing the Idalatry of the Pecple 
towards the Golden Calf, he was fo enraged 
out of a Holy Zeal, that he threw the two 
Tables to the ground, and brake them in 
pieces, and took the Goiien Calf, and burnt 
it in the Fire, ground it to Powder, and cau- 
fed the Jfracktes to drink it in Water ; never- 
thelefs he prayed unto GOD,and obtain’d Mer- 
cy for them; and GOD cauled Mofes to hew 2 
other Zsbles, and wrote on them the Words 
that were in the former Tables. 

In this Mount Mofes receives a Command 
from GOD to make the Tabernacle exactly 
in all parts according to the Pattern that had 
been fhewn him in the Mount ; and for the 
betrer carrying on of this Work, hedemand- 
edof the People a Freewil-Ofering, belides a 
Tax of half a shekei upon every Male of 20 
years old and upwards. In this Tix were 
numbred 603550 Men, Exod 39. 26. andin 
the former fife faith, it brought up in sit 
wer 100 Talnts, and 19775 Shekels of Silver, 
befides 100 Vaheats of Silver to caft Sockets ; 
which makes 200 Jaleuts, and 1775 Sieksts, 
amounting in our Evglijb Coin at 2s. 5 @. 
the sheked unto the Sum of 72565 465.34. 
Relides there was freely offered in Gold 29 
Talents, and 730 Shekels, which is reckoned 
to be 127208 L 10s... To which, if the a- 
forefaid 72565 2 6s. and 34. Silver is added, 
it makes the Sum of 199773 1. 165.3 d. En- 
glib Money. The Bra/s employed about the 
Tabernacle, and its Appurtenances, Was 70 
Talents and 2400 Shekels, which at our Ene 
glib Weight (at 16 Ouxecs to the Pound) is 
6526 Pound 14 Ounces, which if reckoned at 
Sd.a Pouxd (the utual price of Brafs with 
us) comes to 217) 115. 34. Befides the 
Offerings of Blew Silk, Purple, Scarlet, fine 
Linucn, Goars-Hair, Rams-Skius died Red, 
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Badgers-Shins, Shittim-Wood, Oil, Spices, fo®t 
Incenfe, and precious Stones ; all which mu 


‘needs amount to a very great price. Nor 


is there in Scripture any mention made 
what che Workimanthip of all thefe Materials 
cof. 

The Tabernacle being finithed, was reared 
up, Exod. 40.2, the firft Day of the firlt 
Month, in the fecond year after their depar- 
ture out of Egypt, in which the Altar and all 
its Infruments was anointed and hallowed’ 
by Méofes ; and from thenceforth the Cloud of 
GOD refted upon the Tabernacle by Day, and 
in the Night Fire was in it; io that it bezame 
a Light to all che Gawp, for the Glory of the 
LORD filled it. 

Now follows another Oftrinz of all the 
Princes and Elders of the Tribes, who brought 
fora free Gift at the Confecration of the dl- 
tar, 6 Chariots covercd. and drawn by 12 
Oxcn ; and in Vedlels of Gold and Silu.r the 
weight of 120 Shck.ls of Gold, and 2400 
Shckels of Silver, 36 Buischs, Rams of a 
yearold, and Kids of each fort 72, for Burzt- 
Offerings, for Sin-Offerings, and for Peace= 
Offerings. 

The People (as aforefaid) were numbred 
from 20 years old and upwards but not the 
Levites. Therefore GOD commanded 4%- 
Jes to number them from a Month old and up- 
wards ; alfo the Prieffs and Mrfi-born amount- 
ing to 625850 Souls, belides Iafants, and all 
under 20 years of Ave, together with Maiden 
Children, which doubtlefs were a great 
number. And this obliges us to admire 
the wonderful Providence of GOD, that 
futtained for fo long a time in fuch a Detere 
and barren place, io great a multicude of 
People, 

In the zoth Day of the 2d Month of the 
od Year, the Cloud was taken up from off 
the Tabernacl2 of the Teftimony, Numb. 10 
Ir. moving atthe Head of the Jfraclites, to- 
wards the Defere of Paran, and the Camp 
followed in the fame Order as Mofes had rank- 
ed them, making their 12th Encampment 
at Zzbbera, and the Fire of the LORD burnt 
amongft them, and confumed them that 
were in the Rear of the Camp; becaule 
the People murnwred at the tedioufnels 
of their Jouruzy, and began to exprels 2 
loathing of the Maaua that wes given them 

‘for Food, crying out for the Hgh, the Fijb, 
the Onions, and other Food of Egypt ; where~ 
12 upon 
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upon GOD fent them fuch numbers of Quails, 
that they became furfeited therewith , and 
died with the Meat in their Mouths, and 
therefore the place was called Kibroth-Taba- 
vah, that is, the Sepulchres of Coveroufu:fs, 
Numb. 13. 24. and this fo kindled the 
LORD's Anger againft them, that he tent an 
exceeding great Plague amongft them. 
From hence they came to Hatferoth, being 
heir 13th Encampment; and here aren 
and Miriam, for murmuring againft Aofcs 
were chaftifed ; he by words from the LORD, 
and fhe with the Leprofie; for which fhe was 
fhut our of the Camp 7 Days; after which 
they removed to Rishma, in the Wildernefs 
of Paran, which was their 14th Encampment ; 
and from hence the LORD commanded Av- 
Jes to fend forth 12 Men as Spies to fearch 
the Land of Canaan, pafling as far as Re/ob, 
as you go to Hamath, near the Foreft of Li- 
bsanus, and atthe end of go Days they re- 
turned, bringing with them a bunch of Grapes 
on a Colt-ftaf or Bar, between 2 Men, with 
fome other Fruits of che Country, for a de- 
monftration of the goodnefs and fertility 
thereof, relatingit to bea Land flowing with 
Atilk and Honey; but at the fame time fright- 
ing the People with an if] report of the ftrength 
of the Ceumtry, and its walled Cites, and a 
fuggeftion of the Gigantick ftature of the 
Inhabitants, which fo difcouraged them ,that 
they again fella murmuring , wifhing they 
had died in Egypt, or that they were dead in 
the Wildernefs, and were con{piring to choofe 
themfelves ancther Captain to lead them 
back into Egypt: But Jofhua and Caleb, 2 of 
the 12 that were fent to fearch the Land, 
ftrove to appeafe and encourage the People , 
tor which the Multitude were ready to fone 
them ; whereupon G O D was provoked to 
Anger againit them, and {ware in his wrath, 
that except Fofbuaand Caleb, not one of the 
prefent Survivours of the deliverance from 
Ezypt, fhould enter into the Land of Promufe, 
and that he would detain them in the Wilder- 
nefs as many Years, as the Spies had {pent 
Days in their Journcy, til all the prefent Ge- 
nertion were dead who had feen all the won- 
derful works he had wrought over the Egyp- 
tians 3 but that their Cazldro fhould enter 
into it, and poffefs it for an Inheritance, to- 
gether with Jofbua and Caleb, Numb. 14. 
wherefore the People were forry for what tliey 
had done, and ( as in defpaiz) offered to goup 


to the place the LORD had promifed them ; 
bur Mofes would not confent unto it, counfel- 
ling them to the contrary ; yet obftinately 


they prefumed to go up, though Afofes and - 


the 4rk went not with them, and they were 
difcomfited by the wialekites and the Ganaae 
nites, who purfued and flew them even unto 
Hormah 

Then the LORD ordered them, to turn a- 
gain towards the South, leading them about 
the Mountain of Seir for the {pace of 38 Years; 
during which time their Encampments were 
as followeth, their sth at Rismmon-Parez, 
their 166% at Libnah, their 17th at Riffa, 
their 18th at Kehelatha., their 19th at 
Mount Shapher, their 20th at Haradah, their 
21th at Makheloth, their 22th at Tackath, 
their 2375 at Tharhh, where Korah, Dathan 
and Abiram, for conf{piring againft Mofes and 
Aaron, and ftirring upa Rebellion in the 
People , were contumed, the Earth opening 
and {wallowing them up alive, and the Men 
that were with them, and all their Families 
and Goods, with 250 of their Abetters, char 
offered falfe Iucenfe, were confumed by Fre 
that came down from Heaven , Numb. 16. 
Hereupon the People murmured againft Mofes 
and Aaron, charging them with the death of 
GOD’s People; but the LORD Jaid a fevere 
and exemplary Punifhment upon them, info- 
much thathe fent a Plague among{t them , 
that deftroyed in one day no lefsthan 14700 
Perfons ; at which timethe LORD command- 
ed Mofes,to caufe all the Princes of each 
Tribe to bring every one his Rod, and write 
thereon his Name, and put them before the 
Tabernacle of the Congregation, and to write 
Aaron's Nameon his Rod, and to put it there 
alio, andthe Mans Rod whom the LORD 
fhould choofe for Chief Prieft thouid Bud ; 
foon the Morrow Aaron’s Red was tudded, 
and brought forth Blofoms, and bore sipe sls 
monds, Numb. Chapters 16,and 17. 

When the If/raelites departed from Tharah, 
their 2424 Encampment was at Mithka, their 
25th at Hafmona, their 26th at Maferorh , 
their 2774 at Benejaakan, their 28th at Hor~ 
gidead , their 29th at Jetbaths , their 30rh 
at brona, their 31¢h at Hetsjon-geber, feared 
upon the Sea-fhoar, where Solomons Fleet of 
Ships went to Ophir to fetch Gold, 1 King. 
9. 26. From He: sjon-geber the Camp returned 
to the Defert of Zin, and made their 32d 
Encampment at Kadefh, where Miriam died 

and 
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and was buried, and where the People com- Jed the Anger of GOD aguinft them, that 


plaining to Mofes for want of Water, GOD 
bid him fpeak to the Rock to produce iw; but 
Mofes, partly through weaknefs of Faith, and 
partly being difturb’d with the murmurings 
of the People, fmote the Rock twice ; and 
there came forth Water abundancly for them 
and their Cattl: ; but GO D being offended 
at him and Aaron for their Unbeltef, told 
them, they fhould nor bring the Congrega- 


tion into the promifed Land. 


At their departure from this place, they 
defired of the King of Edom paflage through 
his Country , with promife to go peaceavly 
without doing any injury ; but being denyed, 
they made their 33¢4 Encampment near the _ 
Mountain of Hor, where daron died in the 


goth year fromthe Deliverance outof Egypt, 
being 123 years old, Numb. 13. 38, 39. 
Whilft they were at Mount Hor, King rad, 
a Canaanite, warred againft them, but they 
overcame them, and deftroyed their Ciréer. 
From Mount Hor they turned round Jdumea 
towards the Red Sea, and made their 34th 
Allodgment at Ssalmonz ; their 35th at Pu- 
nm, Where they again murmured agiinit 
Mof2s, complaining, that they were glutted 
with Manna, for which they were chaftifed 
with Fiery Serpents ; but GO D upon the ac- 
knowledgment of their Offence gave them a 
prefent remedy againft this fore Plague , 
which was the fetting upon a pole a Brazen 
Serpent, made by “jes, and by looking upon 


which Serpent every Perfon thus plagued was- 


healed of his Wounds. 

From Puzon they paffed to Odors, where 
they took up their 3674 Stage; their 372h 
upon the Coafts of Abarim, in the Contines 
of Moab; their 38th at the Brook Zered ; 
their 39th at Dilon-gad ; their 40th at Al- 
mon-Diblathaim , near Beer, where Ifrael 
fang for Joy, that they had found out Water, 
Numb. 21. 17. Their q1¢/ Encampment 
was inthe Defert of Mattana ; their 42d at 
Nahalel and Bamth, in the Field of Moab, 
even to the top of Pifgah; from hence Ifracl 
fent Meffengers to Sihon King of the Amo- 
rites, deliring leave to pafs through his Coun- 
try 3 but on the contrary he raifed an Army, 
and fought againft him ; but he wasovercome, 


his Country taken from him, and all his People , 


put to the Snord. 

In this Encampment the Jfraclites com- 
mit Fornicatio: with the Women of Moab, 
and Idolatry with Baai-Peor, which fo kind-. 


2g000 Perfons died of the Plague. After 

this GOD commanded Adhfés to number the 

People, and the Males of 20 years old and. 
upwards, were 601630 befides the Levites, 

which were 23000, from a Month old and. 
upwards , Nab. 26. But the LOR D com- 

manded Mufes to revenge himfelf on the Atidi- 

anites, fo he feleed 1020 out of every 

Trtbe, and he fent them againft the Kings of. 
Médiaaz and flew them and all the Males, .. 
and took their Women anid their Cattle, and. 
all they had, and fired their Cities. Hefent 

forth alfo and took Gg King of Bajban, and. 
his Country, and all the Land about Jordan, 

on this fide. 

Their 43¢@ Encampment was at Bethjefhi~ 
mith; their 44%% at Abel-fhittim , near 
Mount Pifgah , from the toa whereof Adifes 
being 120 yearsold, faw the promifed Land, 
and there dying was buried by the LORD in . 
a Valley over again Beth-Poor inthe Land 
of the Moabites; Fofbua the Son of Nun fuc- 
ceeding him in the Government over the 
Iraelites. 

After Ifrael had mourned 30 days for: Ae« 
fes, GOD commanded Zofbua to pals over 
Jordan, and to take poffellion of the Pramni« 
fed Land. Therefore Jojhue fent. out two 
Men to Jericho to {py the Land ; who upon» 
their return related all that they had feen, 
and all that had hapned to them; and then. 
the whole Gamp diflodged, and went from 
Sittimto Jordan, and there {pent the Night. - 
On the 3d day they received order to begin . 
their paflage over, and as foon as the Feet . 
of the High Priefs, who carried. the Ark, 
were juft uponthe entrance into the River, 
the Water divided to make a path for them, 
and the Priefts refted in the midf thereof, 
until all the People were paft over.. And 
Stones were taken up from the bottom of the 
River, one for each Tribe, which by the - 
command of GOD were fet up fora perpetue - 
al Monument at the place where they En-. 
camped that Night, which was at Gilgsl tox 
wards Jericho. Fofbuaalfo commanded them 


to pitch 12 Stones inthe middle of Jordan , 


where the Priefts Feet ftood, there alf{o to re- 
main for a Memorial for ever. 

The LORD having thus brought the Ch:/- 
dren of Ifrael out of Ezypt by his Mighty 
hand, through the Red Sea, and led them 


-40 years through feveral Deferts and Wilder- 


stefles, 


‘JO 
neffs, and now fet them on the other fide of 
Jordan, and gave them the Land of Promije 5 
as to all the following particulars, how the 
Counsry was fubdued, the Towns and Cities ta~ 
ken, the Inhabitants iain, &c. you will find 
in Holy Scripture. 

- The Divifion which Zofhua made amonsgft 
the Tribes, the Map reprefents, and according 
as GOD ordered by affes, that as toon as 
the Land fhould come into their pollethon , 
there fhould be eftablithed Cities and Yowns 
of Refuge , Exod. 21. 13- Nib. 35. 9. 
Deut. 19. 1. 2. Sofbua giving notice to the 
Peonle, dedicated tothis uie ( Joflua 20. ) 
Kad sh in Galilee upon the Mountain of 
Neph:bali, and Sichzm upon that ef Ephracm , 
and Kiriath-Arbath, which is Hebron, in the 
Movntainous partof fudea, and beyond Jor- 
dan tothe Eat of fericho, Bekzr in the De- 
fert in the Plain of Réxben, and Ramoth in 
Gilead, of the Tribe of Gad, and Golam in 
Baji.in for that of Manaffts. 

Thefe Towns were fora Sanuary to thofe 
who had flain any one by chance, or misfor- 
tune, and there to remain in fafety againft 
the Perfecution of the Avenger of Blood, till 
the death of the High Pri:f, after which they 
were ro be fet at liberty, and ro have free 
permiffion to return to their own Habitations, 

Thele Towns are in the Map marked with 
a-Crofs onthe Top, to the endthe Reader 
may the more ealily find thern out.’ 

The promifed Land was divided by Jofbua 
into r= Lots, according to the Names of the 
12 Tribes, of which two and a half betook 
themfelves beyond Jordan, and the remain- 
ing nine anda half on this fide of it, 7of- 
13. 7.8 Yet thefe Conquefts were not fo 
compleat, but that the Canaanites remained 
Canton'd in feveral places, as well for not 
having been fubdued by the J/raelites, as by 
a wife difpenfation of che providence of GOD, 
who would by thefe Relitts of Enemies, keep 
his people in breath, and make them feethe 
Rod, ready for their Chaftifement, if they 
fortook their Dury. During the time of the 
Judges, the people of srael were often dif- 
turb’d in their poflefion of the Country, be- 
ing fometimes Tributaries, and other while 
free ; fometimes beating, and otherwhiles be- 


ing beaten, according as they keptto their / 


Duty, or wandred from it. 
David and Solomon brought it to its great- 
eft PerfeGion, as well for having abtolutely 
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fubdued what remained of inteftine Enemies, 
at leaft as far as the confines of Phenicia, 
as for having enlarged their Borders on the 
fide of Lixanca, Arabia and syria. But the 
Monarchy was difinembred under Redsa the 
Son of Sciawon, only the 2 Tribes of Jade 
and Bexjauin remaining firm to him, when 
the other 10 Tribes tided with Ferchoam , and 
admitted him for their King ; whence arofe 
a diltingtion of the rwo Lamities and King 
doms of fade and Jfrael, which is taken no- 
tice of jn the Chronolgy printed at the end 
of the New Ti ffument. 

This was ruined the firt by Scahaauecfor 
Kingof fyris, who tran{fported the people 
elfewhere, and fent ftrange Colonies to pollets 
it: The other was alfo overthrown by Nebu- 
chaduezar King of Caldea, who tranfported 
the forrowful Remnants into Babylon: Bur 
Cyrus King of Perfiz reftored to them their 
liberty atthe end of 70 years, permitting 
them to return into Paleftine , and there to 
rebuild their Zvmmple, which they performed 
with many difficulties, occafioned by the dif- 
turbances from their 11 Neighbours. They 
were much encreafed under the Conduét of 
Nehemia and Efdras,to the time of dlcxane 
derthe Great; and when Mazafes, Brother 
of Jaddo the High Prieft, obtain’d by the cre- 
dit of Sanballat his Father-in-Law, the con- 
fern&tion of the Timple of Garizim, which 
ferved for a Standard to the Schifm of the 
Samaritans, who retain’d a great footing in 
the Country, with much Animotity againft 
the Fews. ; 

After the death of dlexandsr, Fudea be- 
came a Scene cf War, which arofe and Jong 
continued berween the Lagides andthe Celu« 
cides : And {carce was fhe delivered from both 
thefe, under the direction of the Maccavees ; 
but by her own diffentions, and the Victori- 
ous Arms of the Romans in Afia, fhe fell un- 
der the power of thefelaft, who tran{ported 
the Crown to Herod the Great, who was as 
Crafty and Politick, as Cruel and Unnatural. 
In histime, which was that wherein our 
LORD and Savzour was born, Palestine cons 
fifted of 6 particular Provinces, which were 
called Judea, Samaria, Galilee, Iturea, Tras 
chonite and Perce, or the Country beyond 
ordan. All which Countty is at prefenc 
under the Turkijfh Government. We fhall 
conclude this Di!courfe of Canaax, with an 
account offome Towns mentioned in the New 

Teflament 


A brief Explication of the M A P. 7X 


Tfament which our Saviour honoured with 


his erefence, and Firft, 


§. Nazareth is the place where our Sa- 
worry Was conceived, and where "twas decla- 


red by the Angel Gabriel tothe Miglin Mary, 


betrorhed to Jojspb, who had there his abcde, 
Leke x. 26, 27. Liither was our Saviour 
broughe back, being a Child, ar his return 
from Egypt, and this was the Country where 
he tied brs Educetion in, and was in danger 
of his Life, Lice 4. 16. Gre. cand on this 


occalion he was culel a Nasarice. Now 
Nazareth wasa Town inthe higher Galilee, 


in the Tribe of Nephehali, and not far from 


Mount Thor. 


2. Bechlehm, called Ukewife Euphrat, a 


_ 4. Eno, a {mali Town near Salim, adjoyn- 
ing to Yordaz, where Sc. fo4u baptized when 
he had left Betéabarc, as yielding Judea to 
our Saviour, and retiring towards Gell, 
Jot 3. 23- 

8. Sichar, or Sichem, an ancient City of 
Sanaria, where Dine the Davghrer of Faeeb- 
was Violated, bur cruelly revenged by her 
Brethren, Gea. 34. And here our Saviour 
in his Journey thro’ the Country of Samaria 
to rerurn into Gaiflez, had with the Samari-= 
tama Woman the grearand impertany Disiogue: 
which we read of, Fol 4g. 

9. Bethfvida, a Town of Galilee, feared 
on the Lake not far from Capzrnaum, which 


Was as it were the middle between Bethfarda 


City of the Tribe of Juda, near which Rachel and Chorazin; whence it hapned that thele 


died, G.v.35.19. Here our Saveur was born, 
and was worflitpoed by the sé prerds 5 and to 
this place the 7/2 Men frown the Eaft came 
with Prefents. Inthis Town King David was 
born, and was here fecretly anointed by Samu- 
efin the place of Saul, 1 Sr 16. 13. 

3. Jerufalan once the Metrovolis of all 
Judea, where our Saviour was carried 40 days 
after his Birth, to be there preferved in the 
Temple, Luke 2. 22. and from thence car- 
ried into Egyp!, to elcape the fury of Herod, 
Matth.2.13, 14. He here afterwards figna~ 
lized himfelf by {everal Miracles , and was 
there condemned to dic , and accordingly 


Crucified, &. 


3 places are comprehended together in the 
complaint of our Saviour, Mat. 11. 21, 23. 
And "twas not far from Betbfaida,where they 
caught that great and miraculous draught of 
Filb, mentioned Luxe § 6. 

10. Near Bethfaida is the Mountain where 
our Saviour preached that famous Sermon ,. 
called the Sermon on the Mount, Match. 5. - 
6, 7. 

11. Naina Town in Gelile, where our 
Saviour raifed to Life the Widows Son,. 
Luke a. 11. 

12. Gerafa and Gadsra are feated near’ 
together beyond Jordan, which give Name: 
to the Country of the Gadareniaus or Girge~ 


4. Bethabava is the ufual paffage from feu/ans, whcre our LORD coming afhver , 
Forden, and perhaps the place where the /- after he had calmed that great Storm. or 
raclites paft, to enter into the Land of Pro- Tempeft which arofe whilit he flepr, he 





mile, Jof.3.16. Not far of the Mouth of this drove out from two poffeft Perfons a Legion 
River, which lois it felf inthe dead Sea, St. of Devils, which he permitted to enter inte - 
johu baptized, and where our Saviour was aherd of Swine, which violently rin incothe- 
baptized by him, Matsh. 3.13. John 1.28. Sea, and were drown’d, Math. 8. 28. 

g. Cana, a Ciry in Galilee, where our Sa- 13. Near Bethfaida is a Defert place. 
wiour changed Water into Wine, john 21. where our Saviour being retired, was followed: 
7,9, 21. Of this place St. Sczaon the Apoftle bya great multitude, near soco, which. he 
furnamed the Canaanite, Matth.10. 4. As fed with 5 Loaves, and 2 {mall Fishes, and 
alia of Nathaniel, ‘fokx 21. 2. We muft not there were left 12 Baskets fullof Fragments, | 
confound this place with two others of the Mark 6.34. Luke 9. 13. Folm 6. 5. 
fame Name, the one in the Tribe of fer, 14. Tyre, once a famous City for Trafs- 
fof 19. 3. Theotherin the Tribe of Evbra- fick, whofe Kings were in League with Dae 
im, Fof.16. 8. vid and Solomon, and much contributed. to- 

6. Capernaum, a City fated onthe Tiberian the building the Zeple at Ferajalem, there 
Sea-Cua't, where our Saviour frequently re= being oft mention made of this place in the: 
forted, and there paid the Tribute Money for’ Prophets, efpecially in Efou 23. and Ezek, 
himfelf and Sc. Peter, Marth. 17. 14. He often 26. 27. So there is alfo mention made of it 
zaught there, and wrought feveral Miracles, in Math. 13. 21, 22. Luke 6. 9. 46s 21, 
on witch account he fharply rebuked the 3, 7. 


Tnhabinants, Met. 11. 23. 15. Sener: 
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15. Sides 2 Maritime Town in Phenicia, 
which is oft joyn’d with Tyre in che New Tojta- 
ment ; onthe-Frontiers ofthis Town and 75re 
cur Sawour healed the Daughter of the Ca- 
naranitifo Woman, Matr. 15. 21. And this 
‘Woman: is termed a Canaanite, becaufe the 
Tyrians and Situnians were originally of Cana- 
‘anand were never diipoffeft by the Ufraelites. 

16. Our Saviour leaving the Coalt of Tyre 
cand Sidon, paft thro’ the middle of the Pro- 
‘ince named Decapolis, where he healed a 
‘Man Deaf and Dumb, Mark 7, 31. and came 
to the Defert of Caperzaum, where he fed 
.4oo0 With 7 Loaves,and fome few Fifhes, and 
» Baskets were “filled with the Fragments , 
Matt. 15. 32+ Mark 8.1. ee. 

17. Magda's, a Town feated on the Lake 
-Genfareth, and probably that Mary Magda- 
len drew her Sirname from this place ; our 
Saviour came here by Water, after the fe- 
cond Multiplication of the Loaves, Matz.15.39. 

17. Cefavea de Philippi, feated on the foor 
of Liganus, and which before was called firft 
Lais, afterwards Dan, a place very famous 
inthe Hiftory of the Old Teffament, and in 
particular for being one of the places where 
Serebosm fet up the falte Worfhip, by which 
he made the 19 Tribes Revolt trom the Ser- 
vice of the true GOD, Our Saviour being 
angry at the Pharijces, requiring of lim a 
Sign from Heaven, enibarke act Magdala, and 
came by Water as far as Bethlaida, where he 
gave fight to onetharwas blind, Mart. 16.1. 
‘But parting thence, hecame into the Territo- 
ry of Cefaren de Philippi. 

18. Here it was according to the Report of 
Eufigins, that the Woman troubled with an 
Hemorrboids , was healed by the only touch 
of our Saviours Garment, who had here railed 
a Statue, or Pillar after the Pagan manner , ) 
in Memorial of this benefit. 

19. ator, isa high Mountain in Galilee, 
not far from Nazareth, where Barac hereto- 
fore made his Aflembly of his Troops again ft 
Sifera, Judges 46. And our Swwour parting 
from Cefarea de Philippi, returned again 8 
days after, and was there Trausfigured in the 
prefence of 3 of his Difciples, Matt. 17. 1. 
Mark 9. 2. 

-20. Bethany, wasa kind of Suburb of Fe- 
rufalenm, where Lazarus dwelt, with his two 
Sifters Mary and Martha, who was here raifed 


up 4 days after his Death by fefus Chrift, 


John 11.1. And here was alfo made a Feaft 
for our Saviour, and he was here Anointed 
for his Burial, Jotun 12. 1. 

21. The Mount of Olives Ties in the way 
from Bethany to fersfalm , from which it 
was diftant not abovea Sabbscih-days Journey, 
Ads 112. Our Savfoszr being come to the 
Featt of Ssbernacles, retired ac Night cowards 
this Abuntaiz, and inthe Morning returned 
to the Timp, Jor 8.1, 2. From thence 
alio he vilibly afcended into Heaven, go days 
after his glorious Refurrection, Ads 1. 12. 

22. Jericho, called in Scripture the City of 

Palas, was the firft that was poffeft by Foe 
Jhush in the Country of Canaan, Jof. 6. 1. de. 
The Waters of ic were made wholfom by 
Elita, 2 Kings2.20. And our Saviour here 
reflored 2 Biindmen to their fight, Matt. 
20. 39. 
_ 23. Ephraim, according to Jokn tr. $4. 
1s the name of a Town where our Saviour re- 
tired after the Refurrection oF Lazarus, to ae 
void the Ambufhes of the Jews. And near- 
to this Town was Baalhatfor, where Abfolin 
killed dianon, who had Ravifhe his Sifter, 
2 Sam. 13. 2}. 

24. Six days before the Paffover, our Site 
wiour rewurwd from Epfraim to Bethany , 
where the tumous Supper was,as is mentioned 
in Jour 13.1. And the nexe Morning he came 
to Bei bpoaze,a Village inthe cleft of che Mount 
of Olves, between Bethany and Ferufalem , 
whence he fets forth riding on the Foal ofan 
Af;, to make his humble, tho’ regal entrance 
into this great Town, Matt. 21,8. Mark 11.8. 
jab 12. 12.. The whole of the accomplifh- 
ment of what had been foretold, Zach. 9.9. 

25. Gsthfemane, or the Far-Valley, Efa. 28.1 
This was a Farme or Garden, at the foot of 
the Mount of O/ives, beyond the Brook Ce- 
dron , where our Saviour having eaten the 
laft Pafover, and inftituted the Holy Sacra- 
ment of the Excharift with his Défciples, had 
retired to Pray, and where he was taken un- 
der the Guidance of the Traytor Judas , Matt. 
26. 26. John 18. 1. 

26. Emaxs, a Bourg diftant about 60 Stades 
from ferufalem, which is about 2 and a half 
hours travelling. Our Saviour the day be- 
fore his Refurreciion, joyn’d himfelf to two of 
his Difeipes, who went thither, and was there 
known by them in breaking of Bread, Luke 
24.13. And was called Nicopolis, 


THE. 





The CONTENTS of DEUTERONOMY.. 


DeteRonomy in Greek fignifies a 


Judiciary or Civil Laws, with feveral Mulita- 


Second Law,or 4 Repetition of the Law, ry Ordinances, with the Duties of Magiftrates 
which Mofes doth in this Book, making ufe of .andJudges ; inferting bere and there Jome neo 


holy Exhortations: and perfwafive. Motives to 
that purpofe ; fo that it may be called, An A- 


Laws, with a very remarkable Prophecy of the 
chief Prophet, to. wit, Jefus Chrift. Zhen con- 


bridgment of the Law. He wrote this Book firming all thefe with excellent Promifes of won- 


al the Rebellious were confumed in the Defert. 
This faithful Servant of the LORD fpent the 
reff of his Life in reprefeuting to them the paf- 
Sages that hapned unto them in the Defert, there- 
by to inftrutt them in their Duty. Fir ft, He re- 
prefents to them the great and manifold Benefits 
GOD had beftowed on them in their 40 Years 
Travels, with the juft Punifoments the rebellious 
Murmurers had drawn down upon them, theres 
2 tobring them to a careful obfervance of GOD's 
aws. ‘Then he reiterates and explains to them, 
not only the Moral, but alfo the Ceremonial 
Laws, refpetting their Religion, and the out- 


during the two left Months of the 40th Year of derful Bleflings éf they obey 5 and with terrible 
the Mraelites going out of Egypt, in the Plain ef Menaces and Curfes, if they fhould break the 
. Moab, on the Frontiersof Canaan,and after that 


Covenant he had made with them, until Chap. 
XXXI. And laft of all, He appoints Jothua to fuc- 
ceed him, and folemnly delivers the Book of *the 
Law tothe Priefts and Levites, ordering it to 
be laid up, and kept in theSanctuary, and to be 
read at certain timesto the People. He alfo come 
poled and taught the Ifraelites an excellent Pro 
phetical Hymn, wherein he foretels what fhould 
happen to them till the coming of Chrift, and 
the calling’ of the Gentiles, He as the 12 
Tribes, and having taken a view of the Holy 
Land from the top of Mount Nebo ; he dies, and 
is buried there by the LORD. The Iftaelites mourn 
for bim, and JOSHUA (by GOD’s Order) fuce 


ward Service of GOD required of them, and the ceeds him. 


The CONTENTS of the Book of JOSHUA. 


Nebhis Book are related te wonderful Works 
which the LORD wrote in confirmation ¢ 
the Truth and Faithfulnefs of his Promifes, af- 
ter the Death of Mofes; in what manner he 
(under the Conduét of JOSHUA) brought the 
Ifraelites into Canaan, caufing them to pafs over 
Jordan dry-fhod, and delivering into their hands 
all the CanaanitifhKings, with their Territories, 
Cities, and Towns, which Jofhua divided a- 
mong? the nine Tribes and an half. Here we 
mect with a Relation of Achan’s Sin, in [a- 
ving for himfelf fome of the Spoil of Jericho, 
contrary te GOD's Command ; hr which Sin the 
Ifraelites were beaten by their Enemies, and 
he (with all that belonged to bim) burnt with 
Fire. Here is alfo an account given, how Jofhua 
fet apart the feven Citiesof Refuge as well as 
taofe allotted for the Levites ; and likewife here 
is recited the Death of Jothua, who died aged 
110 years, after he had denounced the Curfe of 
GOD againft the Ufraelites, in cafe they fhould be 
difobedient to his Law. 

This Jothua was as wellby Name, as by Place 
and Calling, an exprefs Figure of Jetus Chrift, 
who introduceth his own (which Moles could 
nor do, che Law bringing nothing 10 perfettsou) 
to the place of their true Reft, that is, the Hea- 
yeniy Canaan. Tis Eliftory contains what 


paft during the [pace of 17 Years, and bears the 
Name of Jofhua, as chiefly treating of thofe il- 
luftrious Adts atchieved by him. It us not cere 
tain who wasthe Penman of it ; fome think by 
fome Prophet that lived after ; others, by Elea- 
zar the High-Prieft ; and others (with more pro- 
bability) by Jofhua himfelf, except that part 
which concludes the Book concerning his own 
Death and that of Eleazar, GOD having made 
ule of him, as an Inftrument to execute the great 
things herein related , and having alfo infpived 
and guided him by his Spirit in the recording 
of them, for edifying of the Church. 

The whole Book of Jothua may be fitly divi- 
dedinto three Parts ; for the firff 12 Chapters, 
Jet forth the great and miraculous Viktories ob- 
tain'd by Jofhua, under the influence of Divine 
Blefling ; and from the 13th Chapter unto the 
22d, the Divifion and Allotment of the Land 
ammgft the Tribes of Hrael, ss very particularly 
(et down. And last of all, bere is recited the So- 
lemn Leave given by Jofhua unto the two Tribes 
and half, toreturn totbeir Station and Inkuri- 
tance allotted them beyond Jordan, and likewife 
the pious and earneft Exhortation of Jothua to ail 
the People,together with rhe Hiftory of his Death, 
ax aifo of that of Eleazar. 


K Til 


DEUT. XXXIV. 


[ 55.) 
ae THE DEATH OF MOSES. 


Frer that Balaam had made J/rael to fin, 
GOD commanded Mofes toavenge the 
The fame year 2$$3 iidren of Yrael of the 
towards the latter  Midianites before his death. 
end of the gothyear, And accordingly he or- 
after ther coming dered a thoufand of e 

0 FE RY Pt very Tribe to be chofen 
for that Service, and Phineas to march at 
the Head of them; not queftioning, burt 
that the Zeal he had already witnefled for 
GOD, would draw down a Blefling upon the 
whiole Army. ; 

Neither was he deceived in this his ex- 
pectation ; for thefe 12000 Men did entirely 
defeat the Midiaiites arid their Princes, kill'd 
Balaam, whohad been the Author of that 
deteftable Gounfel, burnt all their Citées, took 
their Women and little ones Gaptives, and the 
Spoil of all their Cattel and Goods. . 

After this Viéory thus obtain’d, Mofés went 
out to meetthe Arwy, and feeing that they 
had fpared the Women, he was very angry 
with the Officers for not killing them, who 
had been the chief Caufe of their Deftrutti- 
ox, and whom Balaam had made ufe of to 
ruin them. And therefore commanded them 
to kill all the sale Children, and all the #- 
wen, faving none alive but fuch.as were Vir- 
gins; of whom there were found to the num- 
ber of 32000. 

Mofes afterwards gave to the Tribes of 
Reuben and Gad, with the half Tribe of 
Manafeh ,a Poffeffion on that fide of Jordan : 
And becayfe he. was not fo pats over chat 
River, GOD commanded him to fend for 
Jofbua, and to give him the Charge of chat 
Great People ;, which he did accordingly, and 
with many Wordsexhorted him, to be ftrong 
and of good Courage, in leading the Peeple 
into the Laud, which the LORD had pro- 
mifed to them for an Inheritance for ever. 
He alfo by many reiterated Difcourfes, decla- 
red to. the People the fam and fubftance of 
what GQD had order’d him to command 
them,.in his Name, for the {pace of 40 Years, 
which he afcerwards wrote down in a Book, 
which was put into the 4 of the Covenant, 
together with the Tables of the Law. 

Finally, Having-6le? the Children of Jfrael, 
he went up to Mount Nebo, to the top of 
Pifgah, whiclt.is over-againft Jericho, where 
the Lord gave him a View of the Land of 
f.szaan, that is, all the Land of Gilead unto 
Lut, and all Nephtal:, and the Land of £- 


fhraim, and Manaffeh, the Land of Jadah 
unto the’utmoft Sea, andthe South, and the 
Plain of the Valley of fericho,&c. And the 
LORD {faid, This ts the Land which I fwear, 
to give to Abraham and his Seed; bur thou 
Shalt not enter into it, but be contented with the 
Profpect thereof, 

Thus this great Saint died on that Menn- 
tain, being rz0 Years of Age, and was won- 
derfully buried there ; fo that his Sepulcher 
was never known to. this Day : And all the 
People mourned for fo great and good a 
Prince, (who indeed had been no other than 
their common Fathers) chirty Days, and fub- 
miitted themfelves, and were obedienrto 7o- 
‘fous, whom GOD filled with the Spirit of 
‘Wifdom ; but yee there never arofe in I/rael 
fo great a Prophet as Mofes, in whom a moft 
incomparable Meckrtefs and fweetne{s of Tearper 
-was joyn’d with a tranfcendent Zeal, and 
both of them under the Conduct of a Divine 
Wifdim. : 

His Faithfulnefs in his Miniftry has been 
admir’d by all Saints. He rendred to GOD 
all that was his due, without omitting any 
part of his Duty to the People, and difcharged 
his Funéion with refpe& to the People, without 
failing in that which he owed to GOD: His 
Life was madeup of danger and continual 
toil and labour, and it ended,in a Death which 
was a kind of Chaftifenient, and by which it 
feem’d,as if GOD had a mind to puri fe the Vir- 
tue of that great Prophes to the higheft degree. 

Yet let us not think (faith S. Auftin) that GOD 
would punifh this his faithful Servant in his 
Anger, or that it was any great Evil for 
Mofes to die at the Age of 120 Years, with- 
out entring into a Land, where fo many wicked 
Men entred after bis Death. He whom GOD 
theught worthy to feehis Face one day in Hea= 
ven, could he think himjelf unhappy for not eno 
tring into that Land, which was only an oute 
ward Image of it? 

But the Scripture (faith thac Father) would 
hereby put ws in mind, That thofe who are flan 
wvifbly bound up to rhe Law of Mofes, shall ne~ 
ver enter into Heaven 3 and that we muft pafs 
over from the Law to Grace, if we ever hope to- 
enter into thetrue Land of Promife, into which 
the true Joihua, that is JESUS CHRIST, o- 
pens a Paffage for us through the River Jordan : 
that is, through the Sufferings and Afflittions of 
this World. 

THE 
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the People were pafled over. 


J 


JOSH, Il. [ 
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JPatlage over Jordan. | 
Jofhua makes ¢ he People pa/s over Jordan ; the Waters whereof were dyi- 


ed up as foon-as the Pricfts, that 


carried the Ark, extred intoit ; the 


Waters, which came down from above, flanding, lifted up like a 


Mountain. 


Mes being dead, the People promited: 


to bey nhus in all things, whom. 


" GOD magnified ia the fight: 


‘AnnoMundi 2553 of themall, by thoir. Mira- 

sept Mi die ” culons Bags over she Ri 

couingent of Egypt. _ Vet Jordens which wascar~. 
yied.on in-this manner: 

Jofoua rofe early inthe Mosning,.and they 

moved from Shittim, and came to Jordan, ne 


and allthe Children of Jrae!, and lodged. 


there before they pafled aver ; and: Jofbua 
having affembled the People,commanded.them 
to pit themfelves in a weadinefs to pafs the 
River Jordan after three days, and on the 4th 
day the Officers went through the Hoff, com- 


a Memorial to.all Pofterity, of that miracu- 
lous Peffage.  - A 
" Befides this, Yofhue order’d alfo 12 Stones 
to .be-fec upin. the midft-of the River Jordan, 
inthe place where the Feet of.the Prie/ts 
(which bear the Ark of the Covenant) ‘ftood, 
which continued there éverafter.. Whenthefe 
Orders were thys executed, arid that all ‘the 
- People, and what belonged to them,were come 
over, Jafbua commanded the Priefs that car- 
ried the Ark to:pafs.over alfo; whono.fqoner 
‘had fectheir Feet upon dry Land but the We- 
ters of Jordan (which had been thus long ar- 
refted by the Omnipotent Hand of GOD) fell 
down with Violence, and took their accufto- 


manding the People, fying, When ye fee the med Courfe tothe Dead Sea. And.thus GOD 


Ark of theCovenant of the LORD year GOD, 
and the Priefts and Levites bearing it, that ye 


foal remove from. your place, and Zo after it, 


‘yet fo as to -keep @ diftance of 2000 Gubits 
from it. 

After this Jofbya-commanded the Priefts 
and Levites-that bare the rk, to enter into 
the River, andto make.a -hale at the Brink 
of it. Jordan had nofooner perceiv'd the Pre- 
fence of the Ark, byt the Waters which were 
below the Priefs Feet, took their ordinary 
courfe tothe Dead Sea; but thofe who were 
above them ran back towards their rife; and 
ftoad.on heaps like a Mountain. ~Thus the 
People pafled the .River dry-fhod, the Priefs 


continuing in the River withthe Ark tillall 
‘of Mofes, of how 


Fofbua, who had learnt 


_great-importance it is, to teftifie our grateful 


Acknowledgments to GOD, for the Favours 
we receive from him, would not that this 
miraculous Affiftance (GOD had afforded 
them) fhould be pafs'd over without leaving 
an eterna! Monument of their Gratitude to 
the Divine Majefty. Accordingly be com- 
manded twelve chofen .Mes out of the 
twelve Tribes, to take each of them a Stone 
out of the midft of the River, in the 
very place where the Priefts ftood whilft the 
People paft over ; and that with thofe twelve 
Stones they fhould ere&t an Altar, to ferve for 


(by this great and ftupendious. Miracle) mag- 
nified Jofhus in the Eyes of all che People. 
This Miracle # « Figure of what GOD does 
throughout all dges, when.he makes bis. People 
enter into the Land of Promife, that's, into 
the Church: For this Paflage of the River 
Jordan, is 2 Figure of Baptifm, by the vir- 
tue and efficacy F whieh, the fame Miracle is to 
this day fill efetied in Man, which was then 
done in that River; for he who baptized, 
and who feconds bis Baptifm by.4 true Conver- 
fion, doth not permit his Waters, that i, the 
Affeftions of his Heart, to run in the ordinary 
Courfe and Channel they were wont to run in. 
He will not fuffer them any more to run into, aod 
lofe themfelves in the Dead-Sea; thar #1, inthe 
Bitternefs and Corruption of this World; Ger 
on she contrary, the Change of bis Heart, and 
of the Objet of bis Love, makes bis “Affetii- 
onsand Defires take a very different conrfe froma 
what they formerly did. aint 
‘He finds by amiracilous effett of’ the Grace 
of GOD: inhim, shat he is enabled’ to. do vio 
lence to himfelf, by making the Waters of, his 
Love and AffeQtions. contrary to their natural 
Inclination and Tendency, to bound back ‘and re- 
“turn to their Source and Original; :that_ss,. to 
GOD, whofe due they are, and who_ is the oily 
Objef, that deferves, as well as Can Jatisfie, the 
Love and Affe&tions of the immortal and highly 
dignified Soul of Man. Sw aie 
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THE TAKING 


The Walls of Jericho fail down at the Sound of Trumpets, that went bee 


fore the Ark of the LORD. 


OF JERICHO. 


G bia firft City that was to be maftered mind of faving Rahab,and recommended that 


(after the pafling cf the River Fordan, 
The fame Year 2553. was Jericho, whither fo- 
before F.civift,14si- fhua had already fent 
Spies) to make report of the condition’ and 
ficuation of it ; who being difcover'd by fome 
of the Inhabitants, were like to run great dan- 
ger of their Lives, if the Charity of 2 Woman 
called Rehab, who had none of the belt Re- . 
port, had notdone her utmoft for the faving 
of them. 
Thefe Spies being return’d to Fofbua, did 
not like thofe which Mofés had fent qo years. 


matter tothe Spies, whofe Lives fhe had fa- 
ved, tofecure her and all that belonged to 
her, and to bring herto the Camp, where 
fhe might meet with the fame Kindnefs the 
had before fhewed to them. 

This was the end of Yericho and her Inhabj- 
tants, who trufted in the height and ftrength 
of their Walks, faw them totheir unexpreffible 
aftonifhment laid level with the Ground, at 
the found of Rams-horns, and the Shouts of 
the Ifraelites. 

This Miracle was the Figure of a Myftery 


before,difcourage the People by their Report ; the Fathers oft infift upon : They tell us, that 
but on the contrary greatly encouraged their the found of thefe Trumpets very lively fets 
Brethren, by telling them, that the City of forth tous, the found of the Preachers of the 


Jerichowas in fo great a confternarion, rhat 
it might be look’d upon as already theirs. 
The Fright wherewith they were feiz’d atthe 
approach of the draelites, and the Report 
they had heard of fo many Miracles which: 
GOD had wrought.in favour of them, made 
them very careful to fecure themfelves by all 
poffible Precautions,and fuppofing none more 
conducive'to that end, than the ftrength of” 
their Wals they endeavour'd to make them 
impregnable. as 


But GOD fhewed Jofhua a way, whereby 


_ (without any Machines or Violence ufed) he 


fhould Jay their Mads level with the ground. ~ 
He commanded him‘to make all ‘the People 
to compafs the City for feven.days together, : 


_ thePriefs going before themand blowing their | 


Gofpel, which at the fame. time caufe a Joy 
in the Hearts of all true: Jraclites; but ftrite 
with Terror and Amazement all {uch as Op- 
pofe them, Be aes 
Nothing (faith St. Ambrofe) contributes more 
tothe making -of the People of GOD vittorions 
over: their Enemies, than when care is taken to 
animate them by the preachiug of the Word of 
GOD, and by the Sound of the Trumpets’ of” 
Jubilee ; that ts of the Grace of GGD in pir 
doning their Sins. This holy Joy, jhid abroad 
in sheir Souls and Hearts,” by the preaching of 
the Word, is all cheir firength, as the holy Pro- 
phets witnefs./ . 8 
Jericho continued impregnable, as long as the 
Prichts were filent sbut when once they began to. 
bow their Trumpets, and ‘that the People an- 


Trumpets ;,that on the'feventh day, when the Sver'd them by their Shouts of Joy, immediately 


Priefts fodnded louder and fhriller than ordi- 
nary, all the People:théuld-anfwer them with | 


a great Shout, promifing him, that immedi- — 
ately thereupon the Walls of Jericho: fhould 


fall. flat to theGround; which came to pafs 
accordingly, 
GOD charged Fofiua alfo, that they fhould 


with the Ground. ‘ 

In like manner (faith St. Ambrofe) will Chri- 
ftians be vidtoriow over Devils, and al the Pow- 
ers of. Darknefs, when she Priefts ofthe New 
Law of Grace, Pitcad forth to them the holy 
Truths and Myftéries of the Gofpel, which 


her proud Walls and: lofty Towers were levell'd 


. notmeddle with any thing chat was in the filltkeir Hearts with Joy, which teach them to 


City; but it fhould ‘be Jook’d upon -as ac- fe and long for Heaven, and to trample’ the 


curfed ; which Jojbue gave alfo in ftri& 
charge to the People, left any of them, by 
their Covetoufnels,might be the caufe of mil- 


chief to the whole Congregation. . 
He took care alfo to put the People in: 


orld under their Feet, looking upon it as 


another Jericho, that is as a City devoted and 


accurfed of GOD, which therefore they cannot 
took upon any other way than with horror ; fofar 
are they from being in love with it. 


TRE 


s 
oe ot 


a 
\ 


‘ 


Sa 
ye nt i al a aah eae " 
‘2? Zee 





>} 


> 


e poh = ee 
7 9 da th ee oi 
Be NS RSs 
SSS nines 
ee ae 


~~ . 
AS S 
a = ean 
SNE OES 


rom es 
an: Sere 
Pay 
rs ne ale 
pan 
Paw ws 


eh 
a 
F. Bc 
= 
a. 3} A 
~\ 4 A 





—=_— 


The Hinte George Pholmoride 7 
g olmordeley & 3 

Cllinet of itr Mec © fae Feige nl tg 
Ki Hors!" Reporte Lord veircourse Ch mondeley Qccanfed 


Fer 7. Advancement of this Worke Contrebuted thir Plate. 





JOSH. VIL 


[ 58 ] . 77 


THE DESTRUCTION OF HAL 


Jofhua after the Deftru 


ion of Jericho, fends.out a Party to take Hai, who are 


beaten back with lofs, becaufe of Achan’s Sin; but after Punilhment inflicted 
upon him, be takes the City and fetsit on Fire - a 


Oon-after the Taking of Jericho, followed 
“the deftruction of Hai, And forafmuch 
as this City was’ not 
The fame year, 2853+ near’ fo~ confiderable as 
Sericho, fome of the Officers reprefented to 
Fofua, that it was needlefs to. employ the 
whole Army to take fo inconfidérable a place, 
two or three thoufand Men being a fuffici- 
ent quantity for that fervice. : 


Fofbua facisfied with their Reafons, gave 
order accordingly ; but he was ftrangely fur- 
priz’'d, when expecting to ‘fee his Troops ree 

“turn Viétorious, he had. the News brought 
himof their Defeat. . ne 

Fofbua being wonderfully affiited with this 
Difafter , rent his Gloaths , and’ proftrated 
himfelf beforethe LORD, and ‘not being able 
to bear this difgrace his People had fuftained, 
which reflected upon GOD himfelf, he (in the 
bitternefS of his Soul )' made his Compliant 
thereof toG ODiin Prayer ; who an 
him, that the Sin of Irael had been the 
caufe of this their fhameful'Defeat, and that 
‘the Accurfed:Thing which was inthe midft of 
them, had made him withdraw his favourable 
Affiftance, and.thereby expos’d themto their 
Enemies; that therefore he fhould take care 
to fanttifie the People, andto remove the 4:- 
curfed-Thing from amongft them, that he 
‘miglit afford them his Proveffion, as formerly. 

Whereupon jofbua aflembled the People., 
‘and having acquainted them with the occafi- 
on of thgir Defeat, he ordered Lotsto be 
‘caft, and the Lot fell on the Tribe of Fudah, 
and amongft all che’ Families of that-Tribe, 


it fell upon the Family of Zerah, and atlaft _ 


upon Achan, whom Jofhua exhorted to confefs 
.the Fa&, and give gloryto GOD. 
_ Achan feeing his Crime fo mirgculoufly dif- 
‘covered, thought it Was to no purpofe any 
longer to conceal any thing; he confeft ¢ at 
the taking of Jericho ) he had been tempted 
to take a goodly Babylonifh Garment, with 
two hundred Shekels of Silver, and a Wedge 
‘of Gold, which he had hid in his Tent under 
ground: So Jabua ferit fome to fetch the 
things he had mentioned from thence, which 
was done accordingly ; ‘and at the fame time 
osdered Achan, with his Wife and Children , 


wered - 


and all that he had , to be brought to the 
Valley of chor, where they were ftoned, and 
their: Bodies, and all that belong’d to them , 
afterwards:burnt with Fire. 
GOD’s Wrath being appeafed by this. Vien- 
geance, he commanded . Jofbus to go up and 
take Hai, and advifed him to lay.an mbufb 
behind the Gity, and.then.to go forth with 
the reftof his Army, and be a feigned Flight, 
to draw the Inhabitants out of the City; thar 
they-might be enclofed between the dmbujb 
and the Body of: bis Army. a 
‘This Stratagem had an anfwerable Succefs, 
for.the Ishabitants tranfported with Joy to fee 
the Jraelites flee before them, left the City 
‘to purfue them-; but foon after looking back 
‘and feeing their Cszy on Fite, and themiélves 
‘enclofed-between. their Enemies, their Hearts 
failed them, and che J/raclites returning upon 
them, deftroyed them, not Jeaving one alive. 
Thus the lofs and difgrace of GOD!s Peo» 
_ple,was repaired by the Death of .4chan, whole . 
‘Covetoufnefs had.prov’d fo fatal. to many... 
S. Chryfoftom upon this occafion laments 
the unhappinefs of. the Church , which-often- 
times. -by the Gevetoufne{s of one Man,’ who 
“has violated the Law of GOD, is expofed:. to 
the effetts of GOD's Wrath ; and he: looks up- 
.on them as obdurate - and infenfible,- who 


Gthd they fee wicked: Men abound every 


iwhére)-yet are without any fear, or the leatt 
‘apprehenfion of danger from them. . Where- 
fore he moft earneftly. exhorts all Chri- 
ftians, to be careful to feparate themfelves 
from. Simmersi “rn. ae ou . 
"Tis now (faith that Fatker) a kard matter to 
80 keep our felves.clear of the Curfe of.. Jericho. 
Indeed, bappy-are we, if we retain nothing in our 
Selves of the Corruption and Lufts of the World |: 
“But thd Men can fee nothing in or about us of-.che 
Accurfed Spoils of. Jericho, no more than the If- 
raelites could fee in Achan ; pet it i to be fear- 
ed, that GOD, and his Holy Angels, may dif- 
cover that inus, which Men cannot. And more; 
over; we muft take great care, that after we bave 
put our felves our of danger, of deftroying our 
-felves by our own Sins, we do not expofe our felves 
‘to the hazard of perifbing by the contagion of 
other Mens Crimes. and Vices. 

THE 
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THE SUN STANDS STILL. 
Jothua purfuing bis Enemies, makes the Sun ftand fill till their total Defeat. 


Atk the Kings of Gansan underftanding 
how the Jews had dealt with Jericho 
“About ‘the end of and Hei, leagued them- 
the fame year 2553»  felves together with a 
refolution to oppofe the Jfraelites with their 
joint Forces, who were now become very 
formidable. 

But the Gibeonites (better advis'd than the 
weft) forefaw the infignificancy of all thefe 
their Leagues and Confederacies, by reafon of 
the miraculous Succeffzs always -attending that 
_ People; and therefore not trufting in their 
Strength, they make ufe of their Wits 5 and 
accoutring fome of their Inhabitants in old 
Habiliments, they fent them to jofhus ; who 
appearing before him, pretended themfelves 
to be Ambaffadors come from a far Country, to 
take a League with them. . 

Fofhue at firft, feeming to fufpet fome 
Deceit,enquir'’d-from whence they came; but 
‘they continuing in their former Story, (for 
proof. whereof they fhewed their old Shoes, 
mouldy Bread, and worn Garments) he was at 
Jaft perfuaded to make peace with them. 
hus without asking Counfel of the LORD, 


he made a League with them, nd confirm’d | 


it bd Oath. - 

‘hree days after this. Jeepaftwre was difco- 
ver'd,and the Ifraelites finding that they were 
theie Neighbour, ‘began to murmur againft 
the Princes, who had concluded the Teague, 
and would needs have exterminated them 
notwithftanding , had not Fofbua, and ‘tlie 
‘Princes reprefented to :them the Sacrednefs of 
the Oath they had. fwornto them. So Fofbus 
‘only condemried them to perpetual Servitude, 
miaking them Hewers of Wood, and Drawers 
of Water , for the fervice of : the Tabernacle, 
‘and thé’ whole Congregation. :. 

- But the Gibéonites had no-fooner by Craft 
thus faved themfelves from the hands of the 
“Heaelites, but they were ready to be made: a 
‘Viaimto their Neighbours Revengs, if Fofbua 
himfelf had not timely come to theiraffiftance. 
For Adoni-zedek King of Jerkfalen, hearing 
thatthe Grbeonites had made Peace with Irael, 
-evin-to contider them as Enemies, and the 
rather, hecaufe Gibeon was a great Gity, and the 
Inhabitants, Men of Valour; wherefore he 
fent unto four of his Neighbour Kings, defi- 
ring them to joyn their Forces with hin, in 


order to deftroy the Gibconises, who had no | 


gui 


other Refuge in this their extremity, excepe 
that of Jofoues ‘kindnefs , and the Courage 
of the Iraelices. 

Neither werethey deceiv’d in their Hopes ; 
for Jofbue being inform’d of their Defign , 
marched to their affiftance, and defeated the 
five Kings ; and becaufe the declining of the 
Day was like to have hindred them from a 
further purfuit , Jofbua commanded the Sun 
to ftand ftill till he had avenged himfelf of 
his Enemies; the Sun immediately obeyed by 
a Miracle { unparallel’d before or after ) and 
hafted not to go down till they had utterl 
defeated all their Enemies ; for the LOR b 
hearkned tothe Voice of his Servant. 

Men are apt to admire thefe outward Nii- 
racles, ( fay the Fathers ) and that not without 
reafon, forajmuch as they are vifible Inftances 
of the Divine Omnipotence. TheSun (faith 
S. Ambrofe ) acknowledg'd in Jothua the Power 
of Jefus Chrift, who many Ages after was te 
make the true Sun fiand-fil’; that is to fay , 
the Light and Heat of Truth, which was decli- 
ning very faft, and reddy to be forever extine 

hd, and to leave the World expos’d to the 
horrour of Ecernal Darknefs. 

But we are not to look for thefe fenfible Mira- 
cles in the Church now ; the Paftors of the 
‘Church do not now endewuour to flop the Courfe 
of ihe Sunin the Heavens, but the Courfe of 
‘Goncupiftence ix the Heart. 

_ Of what availswas it to Jothua ( faith that 
‘Father ) to ftop the. great Light of Heaven 

‘when at the Jame time he could not repréfs 
Govetoufhels upon Earth? He commanded, . and 
the Sun obey'd, that he might have time to pro= 
fecute.his Vi&tory ; but he-could not. command 
the Covetoufnels of Achan , who lof him a 
Vi&ory, and made his Ariny shamefully to flee 
before their Enemies. We cannot bat acknow- 
ledge , that this i one of the ae Mira- 
cles of he Old Law 5 but ehofe of the ew, tho", 
they do not fo much dazle the outward Eye, 
yet they are incomparably greater. ds ‘for In- 
‘fance, When aSoul that has been poffifed by 
Devils, and tranfported to abominable Exceffes, 
by the Violence of his Paffions, does all on a fun 
den return toGOD, like the Prodigal to his Fae 
ther, and having corn himfelf from the World 
and himfelf, entertains no Defises, bur what 
ferveto waft him towards. Heaven. 


“THE 
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The CON TEN T Sof the Book of JUDGES. 
His Book contains an excellent Hiftory fham Xing of Mefopotamia, Eglon Kin 
of the po of the Uraelites, as well Moab, Jabin ye of tee Rte Wn 
Ecclefiaftical as Civil, from the Death of Jo- the hands of the Philiftins; of the Midianites, 
fhua ti the Government aud High-Priefthood Amialekites, and csher Eaftern People ; and of 
of Hii, under the Gonduté of the JUDGES, fo the Ammonites, &c. who for a long time affiBed 
salled, not because they enercifed the ordinary and opprefféd Ifrael. Bur yet noswithftanding , 
Furifdiciion amongft the People ( a commonly when they in their.anguifh and fore diftrefs did 
she word JUDGE imports; ) but becaufe they ferioufly return to the LORD ( renouncing their 
were extraordinarily vaifed up by GOD , ace Idolatry and Perverfnefs, groaned after him, 
cording as the prefent State of things requir’d and fervently cai’d upon him for bis Grace- 





it ( fomstimes out of one Tribe , femetimes out ana Afliftance ) he was mov'd with Compat- 

fion, fhewing himfelf as true and faitkfal ix 
performing bie Promifes, as be had been in 
executing his Threats and Menaces, and eften- 
times delivered them by the Hand of the ge 
nervous Infiruments of bis own raifing ; fech as 
were Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah and 
Barak, Gideon, Jephtha and Sampfon. 

And as they foon after forgat thefe fignal Deli- 
verances the LORD had wrought for them, and 
returned £0 their firft difflution and Idolatry, 
they were afrefh chaftized by the LORD, who 
noswithfanding moft mercifully delivered them 
again, as foon asthey returned themfelves to him 
with all their Hearts. ° 

To the Hiftory of Gideon, we find here alfe 
joyned the Tyrannical and Unjuft Government 

Abimelek , who Reigned 3. Years ; at the 
end of which hereceived his juft recompence at 
the Hand of GOD. 

This Book alfe-makes mention of 5 Judges, 
whofe Wars are mt fet down; to wit, Thola, 


This whole Hiftory way be of ufe to inform 
1, That tho’ the Church of GOD may fall 
into divers Corruptions, yet healways takes a 
very particular care, to raife them again from 
their Apeffacy , and that he oft makes ufe of 
thofe to punifh-and chaftize his People, who 
have been the occafion of their Sins ; and thac 
he does not chaften them with adefign to 
deftroy them , but to make them return to 
him by true Repentance ; and that he isalways 
ready to help and deliver themwhen they do fo. 

This Book ( according to the account of Some ) 
contains the Hiftory of 299, or 300 years $ 
that is, from the Year fince the Creation of 
the World, 2511, or 2810. : 

The Book of RUTHis only a continuation 
of Fudges,and bears that name of Ruth as pare. 
ticularly treating of her, which being at large 
taken notice of in the Difcourfes, Numb.74,7§» 
the Contents of that Book are here omitted. 


THE 


of wmther) and endowed with his- Spirit of 
Wifdom and Magnanimity, to maintain bis 
Rights, and thofe of bis People, and viétori- 
osjiy to vindicate and affert them from the 
byuftice wad Tyranny of their Oppreflors, as 
iikewife to veftore: the Purity of his Worthip, 
when it was alter'd or corrupted, te defend their 
Liberties, and the Holy Law they bad received 
fron GOD, and to affft them with Connfel and 
Deed, in all their Difficulties and Exigences. 

Firft of all therefore, in this Book are Ree 
corded the feveral Wars the Ifraelites were 
egog'd in after Jothua’s Death, by the exprefs 
eammand of GOD, azainft the Gentil Inhabi- 
tants, yet remaining in the Land ef Canaan , 
in order to their utter deftruition and extere 
mination ; in which cafe they for the moft part 
were fo backward and negletful, that the 
LORD being offended thereat , fuffer’'d many 
of thofe Gentil Nations to remain in the Land, 
for a Trial and Puni{fbment of bis People. 

True it is, that the Wraelites for a long 
while retain’d the Purityof the Divine Wor- 
thip amoengft them, as long as thofe brave and 
pions Elders lived, who had been Eye-witneffes 
of the miracalous A&s of the LOR D, by the 
hand of Jothua; but after their Death we 
find here recorded, how the People abufing their 
Liberty, Peace and Profperity, fell from time 
to time into Heathen Idolatry , and 2 mo 
prodigions corruption of Manners, as is oft 
meation'd in this Book , not only in general 
terms, but whereof alfo feveral abominable and 
sragical inflances are fet down inthe 17, 18, 
19 and 20th Chapters, to ferve as @ Mirror, 
not only of the Wickednels and Corruption of 
that People, but likewife of the juft indignation 
of GOD, and the feverity of his Vengeance. 

Moresver here is fet forth, how that GO D 
being provoked at the frequent Backfliding of 
his People, did moft fharply reprove, and feverely 
punifh them, atfually delivering them up into 
the hands of divers of their Enemies; as of Cu- 


Jair, Ebfan, Edon axd Abdon. 


80 


[ 60 ] | 
The Junithment of Avoni-besek. 


JUDG. 1. 


Jofhua’s Death. King Adonibezek being overcome by the Jews, they cut of his 
Thumbs and great Toes, as himfelf bad done to 70 Kings. oo 


Hus ‘jojbua defeated his Enemies; the 
Heavens by a miraculous Solfice, contri- 
buting to his idory ; and thus he proceeded 
in acontinued courte of fuccefsfulExpeditions, 
aslong as any of his Enemies were able to 
make any refiftance againft his Viéforious Arms, 
In this manner the far greater part of thefe 
Idolatrous Nations were deftroy’d in fix years 
time, the Scriprure counting no lefs thanone 
and thirty Xings, that were conquer’d by this 
Couragious General of the Ifraelites. How- 
ever, fome of theancient Inhabitants conti- 
nued to dwell among the fews, to keep them 
in Breath , that they might not degenerate 
through Slorh and Luxury, as alfo for a Trial 
of their Obedience to GOD, who made the 
Remnant of thefe Idolatrows Nations , the 
Inftruments of his Vengeance againft hisown 
People, whenever they provoked him to An- 
ger by their Sins. 
After that Jofbva had thus madea Con- 
queft of the Country,by the wonderful blefling 
of GOD upon his Arms and Valour, he 
diftributed it amongtt the Zribes,with fo much 
Equity and Juftice, as cannot fufficiently be 
admired : And having atchiev'd all thefe glo- 
rious Actions, to which he had been appointed 
AnroMundi2570, by GOD himielf,- he 
before Chrift 141 4. 
together before his Death, as Mofes alfo had 
done, and repeated to them the great things 


GOD had done forthem, conjuring them in. 


a moft pathetical manner, to worfhip no other 
GOD, butthe LORD alone; and concludes 
his Difcourfe with thefe remarkable Words ; 
Aud if it fecm evil to you to fervethe LORD, 
chufe this day whom you will ferve 3 whether 
the Gods which your Fathers ferved, that were 
on the other fide of the Flood, or the Gods of 
the Amorites, in whofe Land ye dwell ; but as 


for me and my Houfe, we will ferve the LOR D,. 


And foon after died in Peace, being 110 years 
old, and all the Peop/e mourned for him. 

He had the happinefs thar during the whole 
time of his Government the Jews were not in 
the Jeaft tainted with /éolatry, nor trantported 
to any Rebellious muraurings again GOD. 

- The many Barrels jofbea foughe againft 
divers Krvgs, co put the People of GOD into 
polEon oF thy Lar’ of Promle, gave the 


affembled all the People: 


Fathers occafion to obferve, That we cannot 
become the Heritage and Portion of the LORD, 
without deftroying an Enemy we have within 
All of us ave born Slaves and Tributaries ty 
the Canaanites and Amorites, that is, to Des 
vils ; and therefore it is of neceffity that we be 
Regenerated, to the end that all that belongs to 
the Devil may utterly be deftroyed, and rooted 
out of ws before wecan become the Kingdom and 
Inheritance of the LORD. 

The Tribe of Judah was the fir after 
Fofbua’s Death, that fignaliz’d themfelves in 
exterminating the Jdolaters that remained yet 
amongft them ; Cakb, who was a Prince 
amongft them , being their Leader in chefe 
Expeditions. 

Adoni-bezek was the firft that felt the effects 
of their Courage ; for having fet upon him, 
they utterly defeated,and took him Prifoner in 
the purfuir. There was one thing remarkable 
in-the Death of this Prince, viz. That the 
Yraclites cut off his Thumbs and his great 
oes ; by which means he was compelled to 
confefs the ae of the Divine Vengeance 
upon him, who had in like manner treated 
7° Kings , and in this condition made them 
gather their Meat under his Table. 

After this his publick Acknowledgment of 
the Divine Fuffice, which as well lays hold on 
Crowned Heads,ason the meaneft Subjeéts,he 
was brought to ferufalem, where he died, 
leaving a Memorandum to all Kings (as the 
Fathers obferve } how true that word of our 
Saviour is, That according to the meafure we 
mete out to others, it foal be meafured to us 
again ; and that itis often verified upon Kings 
themfelves, as wellas their Subjefs; and if 
they thould chance to efcape this Retaliation 
here in this Life, where Adoni-bezek juftly 
met with it, they may have reafon to fear 
it will betheir Lot in the Lifeand World to 
come, where they will not fail of falling into 
the: hands of that Judge, who here in this 
World has declared to them, by the Mouth of 
the wifeft of Kings, That the great and mighty 
Men of the Earth fhall be mightily tormented, 
if ticy abufe the Power they are intrujed with, 
for tie giory of GOD, and for the good of tiscir 


Subjetes. 
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JUDG. IV. OG) St 


THE DEATH 


‘OF SISERA. 


Jael Aillerh Sifera, by driving a Nail into bis Temples. 


o 


Frer the Death of Jofbua, and the E/dsrs 
(which out-lived him fome 19 years, 
AnnoMundi2719. or thereabouts ) the ifrae- 
befire Chrift 1285. — lises fell into great dif- 
orders, thereby making it appear, that the 
heppinefs of Sexls doth oft depend upon the 
Wildom of their Governours and Pafors, and 
that none are more unhappy than thofe who 
will needs guide themfelves. For the Fems 
having no Commander in chief over them, ¢- 
very one of them did what feem’d good in his 


‘own Eyes: And from this Liceutioufnes, fell 


into manifold Sins, and by means of them 
into Slavery and Bondage; whereupon when 
in this their fore diftrefs they betook them- 
felvesin earneft Prayers to GOD, hein his 
Mercy railed up Gaptains to deliver them 
who were called Judges. . 

After the Death of Orhniel ( who was Ca- 
lebs Grandchild and Succeflor ) Ehud and 
Shamgar, GOD confert’d the Government of 
the People upon a Woman called Deborah ; 
who made it appear, that every Inflrument 
is good in the hand of the LORD, when he 
pleafes to make ufe of it. 

During the Government of this Woman,7a- 

bin King of Canaan declared War againft the 
Jews, and fent out an Army to fight them un- 
der the command of Siferahis General. Dee 
borab on this occafion being fill’d with the 
Spirit of GOD, gave as great Marks of her 
Courage in War, as fhe had formerly given 
of hes Prudence in times of Peace; and in 
thefirft place fent for Barak, whom GOD had 
made choice of to Head his People againft 
Sifera; but Barak aflured her, that he would 
never charge himfelf with that Command, 
except fhe would march along with him. 
As foonas the Day of the Battel was come, 
and that Deborah had commended Barak to 
fer upon Sifere with an Army of 1coco Men, 
GOD ftruck the Hearts of their Exemies with 
a Panick Fear, and general confternation, 
infomuch as Sifera himfelf, fmic with the fame 
Terror, was forc’d to flee away on foot, whilft 
the Jraclites difcomfited, and cut to pieces 
all his Army. 

As Sifera was thus endeavouring to fave 
himfelf by Flight , acl the Wife of Heber, 
feeing him draw near to her Text, went out 
to meethim, and defir’d him to come and 
ret himfelf with her ; which Invitation he 
gladly accepted of, and having drunk a 


draught of Milk, laid himfelf down to fleep, 
Fael perceiving him faft afleep, took a Nail, 
and ftruck it with a Hammer into his Teniples, 
faftning his Headto the ground: And as 8a- 
rak was in purfuit of him, Fae! defired hina 
to enter into her Teut, where fhe fhew'd him 
Sifers lying dead upon the ground. 

Deborah after_the Fight ting a Hymn of 

Praifes to GOD, for the glorious 7Stery vouch- 
fafed to his People, wherein fhe highly extols 
and commends the Wifdom and Courage of 
Fal, 
Thus as one Woman began this War, So 
another finifhed it; and both of them were il- 
luftrious inftances, that GOD can beftow spor 
Women themfelves (whkenfoever it pleales him,) 
as well cs upon Men, the Courage and Londulé 
neceffzry for the Atchievcment of the greateft 
Exterprizes. For we fee Deborah here keeping 
that People in Obedience and full Subjettion , 
whole murmurs even Mofes himfelf ( that won- 
derful Man of GOD) could not appeafe ; Jhe 
had the honour of being the firft Soveraign Go- 
vernefs that ever GOD fet over his People ; 
during whofe Adminifiration they wanted none of 
the Advantages they might have expetted under 
the Condutt of the greateft Heroes. . 

She appointed Generals her Jelf, determin'd the 
Numbers 0° their Forces, appointed ee 
the Army, fix'd the Day of Combat, and Jent 
forth Barak, not fo much to a Fight, as to acer- 
tain Viory. And this General, who lookt upon 
this holy Widow as the Angel of the LORD, per- 
fwaded himfelf, that the bappy Succefs of his 
Arms did depend upon ber Preferce, and therefore 
would not ftir a foot without her. 

The Fathers in their Refleétions on thefe 

sreat Examples, obferve, that there is nothing 
rruly great upon the Earth, but what is founded 
on the Spisit of GOD : That the moft Coura- 
girs Men, become weak as Women, wha left 
‘to themfelues; and Women more magnani- 
mons than Men , when they are full of GOD; 
and thatthen that wordof S. Paul is verified, 
that GOD oft choofes the foolifo things of the 
World ‘to confound the Wife, the Weak to con- 
found the Strong, and the things that are noc, 
to confound thofe that are, that no Blefh may 
glory before the LORD; who alone is, and 
rheve is none befides him ; and .to whom alone 
the glory of all that is Good or Great in the 
Creatures doth belong. 
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ACRIFICE 


JUDG. VI 


Gideon # called by GOD, to deliver the Jews from their Enemies. He offers a 
Sacrifice upona Rock, from whence Fire comos forth and gon{umes it. 


Frer the Death of Deborah, the Jews 
continuing without any Government, 
gave themfelves up to that Licentioulnedsin 
finning, as caufed GOD to-deliver them into 
the Hands of the Méidianites for the {pace of 


7 years. The extremeoppreffion they fuffe-" 


red from their Ex:mies, made them have re- 
eourfe to GOD, who hearing their Prayers, 
was mov’d with Compaffion, and refolv’d to 
deliver them. 

Accordingly hefends an zged to Gidcon, 
Anno Mundi2759,  to“acquaint him, Thet he 
b. fire Ciirift 1245. 
Deliverer of his People,who faluted him with 
thefe Words , GOD be with thee, thou mighty 
Man of Valour. Gide farpriz’d at this un- 
Jook’d for Salutation and Meflage, reprefent- 
edto the nge the meannefs of his Con- 
dition, and that his Family being oneof the 
moft inconliderable Families in Ilrael, he was 
no ways fitted fer fo high an Employment. 
But GOD anfwered him, That he himfelf 
would be with him, and that che vaft rmy 
of the Midianites fhould flee before him as 
one Man. 

Gideon after this requefted the Angel to give 
him a fign, whereby he might be affured of 
the truth ofthe things declared to him, and 
earneftly entreated him to ftay till he had pre- 
pared fomething for him to eat. The dngel 
having confented to his Requeft, Gideon im- 


mediately made ready a Kid, and unleavened | 


Cakes, and having put the: Fgh in a Difh, 
and the Brozh in a Pot, he brought it out 
unto the dngel under the Oak, and prefented 
itto him. But the Angel bad Gideon take 
the Ficfh, and the unleavened Gakes, and lay 
them upon a Rock that was hard by ; which 
being done, the gel touch’d them with the 
end of the Staf'that was in his hand, where- 
upon Fire came out of the Rock and devoured 
the Meat-Cfering ; and at the fame time the 
Angel difappeared. 

Gideon perceiving by thefe Marks, that the 
Party he had been {peaking with was an <n- 
gel of the LORD, was ftruck with Terror, as 
apprehending he muft die, becaufe he had 
feen an Angel: But GOD having affur'd him 
to the contrary, commands him to go and 
deftroy the Alzar of Basi, to cut down the 
Grove that- was about it, and atterwards to 


had chofen him to be the . 
thar if Baal were a GOD, he had beft avenge 


build an Altar to the true GOD, upon the 
Rock, where he had feen his Offering, con{u- 
med, and offer upon it a Bullock of {even years 
old, for a burnt Sacrifice unto the LORD, with 
the Mood of the Grove he had cut down. 

Gideon executed this Divine Order in the 
Night time, for fear of being difcover'd ; and 
the next Moraiag, when enquiry was made,who 
had done this outrage to Baal, and thatit was 
known that Gideon was the Man, they preffed 
his Father co deliver him up into their hands, 
that they might kill him: But his Father {2- 
ved him from their 4ands,boldly telling them, 


himielf for the Affront doneto him in pulling 
down his Aitar, and not put Men to that 
Drudgery. Gideon being thus faved from the 
Malice of thofe who fought his Life, for the 
Contempt he had caft upon Baal, was ever 
after called Jerub-Baal. 

Gideon , by bis Example, teacheth all Pa- 
ftors, That the firft thing they ought todo, after 
they have taken upon them the condutt of Souls, 
is, to be ready to hazard their Lives in obedi- 
ence to GOD, and for the deftroying of Idols. 
And that wonderful Sacrifice, by which he was 
affsred, that GOD had call'd him to be the Go- 
vernour of Ais People, was an admirable Fi- 
gure of he Sacrifice of Jefus Chrift : dnd iz 
is npox this account that the Scriprure takes 
notice, that Gideon offered it upon a Rock, 


For from this myftical Rock proceeds the Fire 
that confumes the Sacrifice, that is to fay, the 
Fire of the Holy Ghoft, which the Son of GOD 
has by his Death pracur'd for «8, to confume 
inus the Fleth of the Kid, chat is, the Fleth of 
Sin; and the Broth of that Fleth, that is, the 
corrupt AffeCtions that lig hid in our Hearts. 

The great Myftery (faith St. Ambrofe) whirh 
this Hiftory of Gideon points at, is, That all 
Sacrifices were to ceafe one day, and that there 
fhould be no other, bat that of Jefus Chrift, 
which alone is abundantly fuffictent to make ex- 
piation for all our Sins ; and which makes the 
Sacrifices that the Faithtul offer unto GOD ac- 
ceptable and well-pleafing to him, throughout all 
Ages; when they prefent their Bodies, Hearts 
and Defires, as a living and holy Sacrifice un- 
to kim, wich is their reafonable Service. 


GIDE- 


which was an Emblem of our blefled Saviour : . 
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83 
FLEECE. : 


Gideon obtains of GOD the Miracle of the Fleece, for 4 fign that he had chofer 


him to bethe Deliverer and Avenger 
Hen Gideon knew that GOD would 
make ule ofhim, to be the Comman- 
der of his People,by the Fire thar came forth 
from the Rock, and confum’d his Ofering, he 
began to caft about, how he might beft ac- 
complith the Deliverance of Ifrael, from the 
Tyranny under which they groan’d. Where- 
fore being inform’d that the Midianites, Ama- 
Iekites, and other neighbouring Nations, were 
gathered together. againtt I/rael, the Spirit of 
GOD came upon him, and founding the Trum- 
pet, Abiexer was gathered after him : He fent 
Meffengers alfo throughout Manaffeh, Ajbur, Ze- 
bulon and Nephthali, and they came up to 
joyn with him: And thus without any op- 
potition, he who was but a private Perfon,and 
ofa mean Family too, faw himfelf Commander 
in chief of a great.drmy, being obeyed and 
re{petted by all as their Prince. 

But Gideon perceiving himfelfarriv’d to this 
high degree of Power and Authorit?, Was not 
thereby puft up in the leaft ; but remembring 
that he held that Station, only from and un- 
der GOD, he rather appeared fo much the 
more humble ; and the difttuft he had ofhim- 
felf encreafed even toexcefs ; for not being 
farisfied with the. -firft Miracle GOD had 
wrought in favour of him, or the Courage 
wherewith he found himtelf extraordinarily 
infpired, and fitted for the great Undertakings 
to which GOD had called him, he fufpended 
the execution of his Defigns, till GOD had 
given him frefh repeated Affurances of the 
-@hoice he had made of him, to command 
and deliver his People. 

In which thing, as 
he did not a&t more. for his own fatisfaction, 
than he did for our Inftruftion { and toreach 
us chis important Leffon, That we muft not too 
exfily fuffer our [elves to be perfwaded, that GOD 
has called us to far more holy Employments, than 
were thofe which Gideon was caked to at that 
time. 
Gideon then earneftly begs of GOD, to 

ive him a fresh aifurance of his Divine Cat, 
to be the Captain and Redcemer of his People, 
faying to the LORD, Behold I will put a 
Fleece of Wool in the Ttoor, and if the Dew 
be on the Fleece only, and it. be dvy on all the 
Earth, then shall I know shat thot wilt fave 
Ifrael by my Hand, as thou halt faid 5 and it 


o 


af 


St. Amébrofe obferves, 


ftable to GOD or Man. 


of bis People. 


wasfo: for when he avofe in the Morning, be 
wringed out of bis Vleece a Bowl full of H’x- 
ter. Bur his humble Fear and diftruft be- 
ing not yet diffipated, he befought GOD once 
more { and faid, Let we prove, I pray thee 
but thisonce with the Fleece ; Let it now be dry 
only upon she Fleece, and upon all the Ground let 


there be Dew, GOD alfo performed according 


to his Delire, and by both thefe Miracles left 
him no fhadow for a Doubt, but that he was 
indeed appointed by GOP to deliver d/raci from 
their Enzmies. 

Thefe Miracles (according to the- Judgment 
of the Fathers) were an apt and lively repre- 
entation of the Divine Difpenfation and Con- 
duct, with regard to the Jews, and sfterwards 
to the Church of the Gentiles. Formerly his 
Grace and Favours were appropriated, and as 
it were, confined tothe Jewith Church, which 
received the Dew from Heaven, whilft the r:ft 


‘of the Nations of the World continued in a 


barren drynefs, burnt and [corch'd by the heat of . 


their Lufts, and of rhe Divine Anger. 


_ Whereas now. by means of a contrary Miracle, 
the Church of GOD, featter’d over the Face of 


‘the whole Earth, bath in abundance received the 


Heavenly Dew, wherewith GOD hath we- 
tered it, whilft the Land of Judea is all dry 
and parched, aud whilft her unthanbfulnes fir 
the many Benefits GOD had beftowed upon her, 
(which only ferv'd to make her proud’ and wan- 
ton, infteadof humbling her) has made her in 
worthy to partake of the Mercy of Jofus Chrift. 
Moreover thefe Miracles teach us; That the 
Grace of GOD is 2 kind of Heavenly Dew,with- 
out the continual fupply of which oxr Souls are 
in the fame condition, in which we jee a dry 
and barre Ground is, thet is parched with the 


feorching heat of the Sun, and without any re- 


lief from th2 Rain and Dew of Heaven, and by 
this means is condemn'd to an eternal flerility 
and unfruitfulnefs. Wherefore Chriftians Jheuld 
make it their firft and great bufine[s and care to 
obtain the Grace of GOD, without which all 
the Honours, Pleafirés, and Riches of this World, 


‘cannot exempt them from being in the fame con- 


ditioninthe fight of GOD, as is a piece of Ground 
that is deftituteof the Rain and Dew of Hea- 
ven, that is altogether ufelefs, barren and unpro- 
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SOLDIERS. 


GiIDEONs 


GOD cemmands Gideon to lead his Artay to the River Jordan, and gives hima 


Token whereby he might know thofe with 


Hefe two fentible Miracks having effu- 
red Giavon: xs well of his Dissxe Gall 
ro commend the Pecpie, 
as of Succefs and Victory 
againft his Execs ; he could no longer re- 
fuit roobey the Command of GOD, or to ex- 
prefs as much readinefS to execute his Detigns, 
as he had thewed backwardnefs to undertake 
them at firft. And having ina fhore ame 
raifed a great Army, contifting of 32000, 
he encamped himfelf near the Midianites , 
befides the Well of Hurad, and on the South 
of them. be ft 

But GOD fezing the great Numbers of the 
ews, and forefveing that this ungrateful and 
prelumptuous cople would be apt to attribute 
the /idory, which depended only on his Fa- 
vour and Affiftance , to the multitude and 
ftrength ‘of their Forces: He told Gideon , 
that in cafehe did march with all thofe For- 
ces againit the Hoft of the Midianites , he 
would mifsof the Miéory, becaufe he was re- 
folved not toleavethem the leaft ground to 
fay or think, that they had overcome the 
Midianites by their own ftrength. 

Gideon therefore caufed Proclamation to be 
made throughout the Camp, that whofoever 
was fearful or affrighted with the Numbers, 

_or Warlike preparations of the Enemy, fhould 

immediately Jeave the Camp,and return home. 
from Mount Gilead ;-and there returned no 
jefs than .22000 of the Army, who gladly 
embraced this Propofal; and there yet re- 
mained 10000 of the Jfraclstes. 

But this number being fill too great in 
the Eyes of GOD, he commands Gideon to 
march withthem down to the Riva Jordan, 
whereke promifed to fhew him ‘the Numbers 
and the Mex he would allow him to fight the 
Midianites with. When they were come to 
the River, GOD bad Gideon to fer thofe by 
themfelves, who without {top or ftay did take 
up Water inthehollow of their Hands, and 
laped it thence to quench their Thirft, and 
diftinguifh them from thofe who kneeled 
downonthe Révers fide, to drink more at 
their eafe and leifure. 

Of the former fore, there were but 300 in 

all, which GO D commanded ‘him to lead on 
boldly againftthe Mfidéanites, tor thar with 


The feome Tear'27 69. 


‘wham be was to fight the Midianites. 


them only he fhould obtain the Victory, Gi 
d:on fully relying on the Word of GOD, fent 
home the ref cf the Peaple, keeping none 
with him befides the 300 2m, that had Laps 
ped Water out of the hollow of their hands, 
and with chem couragioufly advanced againft 
the Encony. 

GOD was willing by this Figure, to repre 
fent to us, what fort of Perfons he would for 
all time to come account fit for his Service , 
and worthy to fight bis Battles ; and who thoje 
were whom he would for ever feclude’ from his 
holy Warfar. He teacheth us: alfo, how very 


final the number of his true Soldiers are, 


“when of an Army of Thirty two thoufand 
m:n, he retains only three hundred, And the 
diftingnijhing Mark of their Ele&tion is this, 
they do not kneel dewn to drink of the Water 
of the River; but without flop or ftay, only 
take up a little in the hollow of their Hand , 
alittle to allay and quali fie their Thirft. 

GOD wil have all his Soldiers to Hand 
firm, with their Heads lifted up ro Heaven, and 
will not havethem to ftoop downwards, but as 
little as may be. Being mortal Men, they muft 
needs make ufe of the World ; but they muft 
foufeit, as if they ufed it not, according to the 
Gounfel of S. Paul, and fupply the inevitable 
Neceffities of this Life, which hafts away like 
the fwift Current of a River, without any 
particular concern- or care about them , and 
without hindring , by thele fleeting Ations, 
their march towards Heaven, where their 
Hearts ave already arviv'd and do inhabit. 

The numbers of fuch as thefe, are always 
wery fmall and inconfiderable in the outward 
Church ; and yet in them, the whole firength 
of the Church confifts, as GOD very lively 
reprefents the fame to ws in this Enftory ; 
they only atchieve things wonderful and incre- 
dible, they only obtaizx the Vittory, becaxfeGOD 
himjelf. is with them, and fights for them , 
againft all their Enemies. They are the true 
Ghampions of the Church , they are Pillars of 
the World ; they are the Interceffors net only 
jor their Brethren, but for all Men, #¢ is they 
‘(like Mofes) ftand in the Gap, and turn away 
the effets of the Divine Anger from a fi:f- 
necked and rebellious Generation. 
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[ 65. ] 
The Deleat of the Vivianites. 


ne 


The Midianites are defeated by the Sound of the Trampets, and the 


Light of Lamps or Torches. 


O many Divine Affurances given to 
dem. were abundantly fufficient, one 
might think, to put the 
fucceis of his Enrerprize 
againft the Midéanites out 
of queftion, had not GOD been pleafed to 
vouchizfe him one Confirmation more tom 
the Mouth of his very Evemes. He com- 
mands him to goalone by Night into the E- 
memies Gamp, or if he feared to go unaccome 
panied, to take his Servant Phurab with him ; 
and that there his Enemies themfelves fhould 
give him afrefi Affurance of the 
the Combat. 
Gideon obeying. GOD's Command, came 
by Night into’ the Eizmics Gomp, where. he 
heard a Soldier telling this Dream to his 
Companion : J dreamed ( faid he) and behold 
a Cake of Barley Bread tumbled into the Hoft 
of Midian, and came unto & Tent and {mote it, 
that it fell and lay along. To which his Fels 
low aniwered, That this his Dream fignified 
nothing elfe but the Sword of Gideon the Son 
of Foajb, into whofe Hands GOD had delive- 
red all the Hoft of Midian. 

Gideon having heard this Dream, and the 
Interpretation, he return’d full of Courage 
and Affurance into the Hoft of Jfrael, bid- 
ding them to arife, and get ready , for that 
GOD had deliver’d the Midiauites into their 
Hand. And having divided the 300 Men in- 
to three Companies, he gave to each of them 
a Trumpet in one Hand, and empty Pétchers 
with Lamps in them in the other 5 with this 
Order, That as foon as they fhould hear him 
found his Trumpet, they should eye him, and 
do as he did, and fhout with aloud Voice, 
For the. LORD and for Gideon, and break 
their Pitchers in which the Lamps wete. 

As. foon as they were come to the out-fide 
ofthe Camp; and the Signal was given by Gi- 
dcon, they all at once founded their Trumpets, 
brake theix. Pirchers, and fhewed the Lamps 
that were hid in them, crying with aloud 


Voice, The Sword of the LORD and of Gi- 
devon; whereupon 


the whole Camp ofthe Mi- 
d.anites being feiz’d with horror and amaze- 
ment ran away and fled, and by a miraculous 
effe& of the Divine Power, turn’d their 
Swords againft one another. 
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Gi- - 


* vidiculous thing that 
fuccefs of - 


Thus were the Midianttes humbled -by tiie 


Jews, or vather by the Power of GOD, waich 


-foeminently was engaged for them. . 


The more firange and extraordinary (faiths 
Se. Gregory) tiis way of figiting was, the more 
wifible it is, thaz it points us to fome hiddeit 


Myftery : For 


but Earthen Pitchers, againft the 
efforts of a powerful. Enemy ? Reafon (faith he) 
could not but-look upon this Enterpriz:, asthe mrt 
could be; and yet the E~ 
went made it appear, that by this Method the Mi- 
dianites were caft into that Confterzation,.. which 
prov'd their total Overthrow. 

GOD then by this Hiftory was wiling to 0- 
pen the Myftery to ws, 
diers were not to refift their Enemies by the force 
of ontward Arms, but world become vittorions 
only by founding their Trumpets, and breaking 
their Earthen. Pitchers, that. she Lamps hid 
in them inight appear to the dazling and terri» 
fying of. thsir Enemies. For thefe .Earthen- 


Pitchers reprefent the weaknefs of our Bodies, - 


that the Gotpel Sol-- 


wheever went to fight sithour® 
Arms : Or wroever prefumed to oppofe nat hing 
wiolence and 


$ 


and Gideon (who was-a Figure hereof) Jefus - 


Chrift, wid have no. Soldiers under him, but 
fuch as contemn and vilifie their Flefh, 
wercome their Enemies by dying, asJefus.Chrift 
their Captain alfodid. Pees 
Death to them is but thebreaking-of the Ear« 
then Pitcher, 


fhining Lamp, 
their Perlecutors with terror and conftcrnation. 

The Holy Martyrs were. an evident Proof of 
all this, who -bytheir Patience and Gonftancy 
confounded and terrified the moft- refolu'd. and 
cruel Tyrants; and. by the daxzling -Lujtre of 


their Graces, did either daunt or convert their 
Infomuch. 


very Tormentors end Executioners. - 
that thole that hated and defpifed them, . be~ 
gan. to love, efteem and reverence them; and 
the transforming Virtue of- 


rers of that Sovereign Truth, when as before, 


shey bad been the Murtherers of thofe, whe kad fo. - 


boldly and generot/ly defended. it. - 


THE... 


- and o~ - 


and this Pitcher (which at bef 
they always .contemmd and ‘blufh'd at) -being © 
“broken ; now nothing appears but a bright and 
which Strikes the Hearts of all — 


by 
the. Divine Light, 
sobich beamed forth from them, became ths Ado-- 
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JUDG. XI. 


1 
F ABIMELECH. 


-Abimelech # killed by a Woman, that brake bis Skull by cafting a piece of Milftone 


upon him. 

| CG N dying after he had wifely go- 
NJ verned the Pesple of Ifracl for many 
ears , lefe behind him 


fnno Mundi 2768 ; 
Threefcore and ten Sons, 


b fre Cinift 1236. 


which he had by feveral Wives ; but one of 


e 


his Sons, called Abimelech, born of his Conce- 


_-bine ( a‘ Woman of Shechem) was the cause cf 


much mifchicf after his Father's Death. For 
having gained the City of Shechmto declare 
themtelves for him, by means of his Mothers 
Friends and Relations, and by his reprefent- 
ing to-them, 
to have him alone to Reign over them, than 
“his Threetcore and ten Brothers, they foon 
-proclaimed him their Xing, and furnidht him 
{vith a Sum of Money, wherewith he railed 
fome Vagabonds and vain light Perfons, and 
vith them marched to his Fathers Houje,where 
she mott inhumanly kill’d his T hreefcore and 
ten Brothers, except t of th 
called Jorham, who by-hiding himfelf, hap- 
pily efcaped Abimelechs Fury. 


This young man being inform’d, that the . 


Men of Shechem were alfembledin the Field to 
make Abimelee’s King, 
of Mount Gerizim,. from whence witha loud 

Voice he criedunto them, and by a Figara- 
tive difcourfe- reproached their horrid Ingra- 
-gétude. ; . 

He told them, thar the Trees of the Foret 
‘Leing about to anoint a'King over them, ad- 
-exeft themfelves firft to the Olive-tree, deli- 

ring him to be their Kizg, -and, afterwards to 
the Figetree and Vine, who.all refuted to -ac- 
-cept of their offer. 

The Trees being at 2 lofs, at laft offer their 
‘Sovereignty to the Bramble, who readily ac- 
“cepted the Dignity,promiting to prorectthem, 
-in cafe they would fully confide in him ; but 
if not, threatning them, that Fire fhould 
“came forth from- the Bramble,.and confume 
*the.Cedars of Lebanon. Which fotham ( con- 
.cluding-his Allegory ) rold them, would be 
wtheir cafeat-laft, and thae for the : horrid In- 
‘gratitude they shad dhewed to Gideon, and 
‘his Sons, GOD would confume them by means 
‘of Abimelech, whom with fo much joy they 
shad now made their Xing. 


Sometime after it appeared, that Joibam 


shad. prov’d a true Prophet 5 fot when 4b- ff 


“meech bad Reigned three years over Jracl, 


that it wasmuch better for them - 


the youngeft of themall, 


he. went upto the top. 


. his enormous 
_unpunifhed, but had alfo been 


bere, thar the Divine 
bounds. 


from the Evils 


defire of Reigning , 


the Men of Shchnbegantobe weary ofhis 
‘Tyrannical Courtes, and refolving tocaft off 
his Yoke, they chole one Gaal to be their 
Prince; but Abimelech having notice thereof, 
and coming upon the City unawares, he took 
it, kill’d the Inhabitants, and afterwards des 
ftroyed the City, and fowed it with Salt. 
After thatGOD had thus avenged the Per- 
fdiouthefs of the Men of Shechem, againft 
Gideon, by means of the Tyrant they had - 
choten to bethéir King, he at laft punifhe 
the Tyrant himfelf, who had fo unhandfomly 
butcher'd his Father's Sons: For Abimelech 
having taken the City Thebez, in which there 
was a itrong Tower, into which all the Inha- 
bitants of the Cty had retired themfelves, as 
he went to put Fire to it, a certain Woman 
caft a.piece of aMilfoneupon him, and brake 
his Seu#; who feeing himfelfmortally woun- 
ded, cried to his Armour-Bearer to run him 
thro, that itmighe not be faid of him, that he 
was kill’'d by a Woman; and the young Man 
(his Armmour-Bearer ) did as he commanded 
him, and he died. 
This was the end of this cruel Fratricide ; 
who probably had perfwaded himfelf, that 
Crime had been forgot by GOD, 
foratmuch as he had not only gone fo Jong 
favour’d with 
fuccefs in his Undertakings. But we find 
forbearance has its 
He fuffers fuch Monffers to live and 
profper fora time, that he might draw good 
they commit ; and when he 
has accomplih’d his Work, his Juftice crufhes 
them in a moment, and precipitates them 


headlong from the Pinnacle of their Pride 


and Glory. 
"The Fathérs have alfo obferved from this 
Hiftory , that nothing pats Mca move upon 
hating of their Brethren, than an ambitious 
which does fo blind and 
dixie their Underftanding , that they forget 
the refpect they owe to the Sacred Names of 
Brothers aud Pathers and are fo far from 
being firuck with horvor at the fight of the 


murcher of their neareft Relations , shat their 
Eyes feed on the 


Tragicsl Object with pleafure, 
refoyciug at the death of thule, whom they con- 
ier as lets and flops in the comme of their- 


Loundle|s Ambit ion. 
JEP H- 


+ amaxeseere “tage OR BY: eiieges 


BOVAUCOUGRE 





eee 


> 


& 


v_| 


a ATT 


a" 


io 


JUDG. XI. 


(6; ]) 


87. 


JEPHTHAHs DAUGHTER. 
Jephthah Swcrifices bis Daughter. 


AS the Death of ungodly Mimel.ch, 
GOD railed up’ Tila and Jair to be 
AnnoMundi2&r7.° the Capteins and Judges 
befre Chritt 1187. of his People, and after 
them Jephthab, who obrained thachigh Com- 
mand on this manner: Gilead his Father had 
begorten him on a Harlot, for which reafon 


the rettof his Sons refufed to own him for ~ 


their Brotber,and thruft him our from amongft 


them, whereupon he retired to the Land of fome 


Tb, where he became the Captain of a Com- 
pany of Vagabond vain fellows. 

“Some time after, when the Ammonites made 
War againft, and vexed Jraci, the Elders of 
Gilead, who had experience of the Courage 
and Valour of Jephthah, fentafterhim to the 
Land of Tb, where he fled from his Brethren, 
when they turn’d him outof Doors, as being 
the Son of an Harbor, urid detired him to be 
their General ; who after he had reproached 
them, for their former ill ufage of him, and 
had made them promife him, that they 
would make him their Prince, in cate he 
fhould overcome the Amnnonites, accepted of 
the Command. ; 

Fephrhah, as 
this Station, fent Ambaffadors to the King of 
Ammon, to reprefent to him the Injultice of 
his Pretenfions againtt IJfrael; but that Prince 
lending a deaf Ear to all his Remonftrances, 
as being wholly refolv’d for War ; the Spirit 
of the LORD came upon Jephthah, who ha- 
ving {peedily raifed a confiderable drmy, led 
them on againft the Ammonites; and before 
the Engagement made a Vow to God, that 
if it fhould pleafehim to blefs him with 4- 
_ Gory, he would offer up to him for a Burnt- 
Oftring whatfoever firftcame forth out of his 


foon as he found himfelf in 


Self tas impious , to 


perform his Yow, affuring him fhe fhould dic — 
very contentedly, forafmuch as the LORD had 
givenhim the Victory over his Enemies, She . 
only defired two Monthstime to go with fome . 
of her Companions to bewail her Virginity ; 
which time being paft, fhe return’d to hér 
Father,who did with her according tohis Ver. 
Twe Fathers confidered this Vow. of Jeph- 
thah, as an infance of thofe indifcreete. Vows- 
People engage themfelves in, wiereby they 
are pit upon the unhappy neceffity either or 
committing a Sin by breaking. their Vow mad: 
to GOD, or of becoming Criminal by their per- 
formance of it. . 
"Twere better (faith S Ambrofe ) not to Pow «. 
at all, than to Vow fuch things as GOD detcjis. — 
Jephthah was very fenfible of the fad. effed- of. 


1 


his indifcretion, and it was not without ex- 


treme regret he performed that, which he thaught. - 
himfelf ablolutely bound todo. - Sa a 
But if the Fathers Garriage in this matter 
were blame-worthy.;,on-the other hand we can . 
never fufficientlyadmire that of lus’ Daughter, | 
She comes with Foy, andcafts ber Slf inzo bis 
hands, whawaa to Sacrifice her, without fafa. 
fering her felf tobe. flayt by.the Tears. of her 
‘Companions, or rhe Idea of a violent and im- 


mature Death, inthe very. (pring. and flower of .. 


her Age, which continually Star'd ber in.the. - 
Face.. RB te ge ee , 
This her bekavieur made aminas , in fome .. 
fort , for her Fachers indifcretion ; as making | 
that voluntary, whieh on his fide was forced ~ 
and of necefity; and made that which in it : 
become « wel-pleafing Sa>.> 
crifice, by her Obedience-and Refignation. 

She teaches by this her -Example al tru: 
Chriftians , who have their Hearts enflamed 


with the Love of Heaven , to offer up them- 
elves with Joy to GOD, -and to take patiently. , 
“and cheavfully from: bis hands, whatfoever ; 
Sufferings be is pleafed: to lay upon them. and 
“gry thei by , withous refletting upon the indif~ , 
cretion or malice of thofe, who may have occs- 
ey think it their. happinels 
? 


Fephthah having utterly defeated his Ene- 
mies,and obtain’d a glorious Vigory, return’d 
home in Triumph; but his:Joy was foon 
turn’d to forrow; for as he-drew near to his 
Houfe, his only Daughter, tranfported with 
for the glory-her Fath: had acquir’d, 





Joy , fisned the fame. 
‘ - ameout to meet him with Timbrels and with and glory to fur for bit fake, to whom they - 
Dances: Fephthah feeing his Daughter, was are fo infinitely obliged , and therefore are fo 
pierc’d with Sorrow, and rending his Gloaths, far from having any averfon for tke Inftru- 
acquainted her wich the Vow he had made. ments of their Sufferings, that they rather con- 
Whereupon fhe, as a Perfon not at all dif- fiver them as their Benefattors, who open # way - 


} 
a+ | ; . 
| | Doors to meet him after his Return. 
| 





The Right Honourable Algernon Capell Earle: of Ever. Vifcoune | 


“Maen, ard Baro nell or HGOL: €: o 
B; Roce: - Cap ell af Hiadham #2 Fo __may’d, exhorted her Father courageouily to for them to obtain an Eternal Crownof Giory. 
or Advancement of this Works, Contributed chis Place . ; | ee 
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THE BIRTH 


}. JUBG. XIV. 
OF SAMSON. 


Samfon killeth a Lion. 


ae the Death of Fephtha, the Scrip- 
. tare gives us no particular account of 
Anno Mundi 2848. fome following Fudges un- 
“defore Chrijt 1156. til Samfon, whole Hiftory is 
very circumttantially related in thofe holy 
Records. He was of the Tribe of Dax, and his 
Birth was before declared by an Angel, who 
_affur'd his Mosher, that fhe fhould be no lon- 
‘ger barren, but bring forth a Sox. He advis’d 
fer alfo to abftain from Wine and ftrong. 
_Drink, and all unclean Meats, during the 
“time of her going with. Child of him. ~ 

‘As fnon as the Angel was departed from 
Sher, fhe told her Husband Manoah what had 
~hapned to-her, who thereupon teftified the 


great defire he had to fee the Angel ; who 
fon after appearing again to his Wife, fhe 


made .hafte and told her Husband, that he 


might now fee and {peak with the Angel. 
Manoah, after he had {poke with him would 
willingly ‘have offered a Sacrifice to him : 
But the Angel knowing, that Sacrifices were 
‘due to GOD only, told him, that if he hada 


mind to offer a Sacrifice, -he muft doit to 


COD. *So Manoah having prepared a Kid, 
-awith a Meat-Offering, offer'd it upon @ Rock 
unto-the LORD, and when the Flame of the 
“Sacrifice went up towards Heaven, the Angel 
_afcended in the Rame that proceeded from 
“the Meat-Offering in-the -prefence of Manoah, 
vandhis#sfe. °° 7 oo en 
This Child being at laft born, according 
tothe Word-of the Angel; was called Samfon, 
“AnnoMundi 2867, and was ‘educated accord- 
‘Sofore Cir 1137. . ing:to that direStion the 
;Sam(on tying then ° Angel had’ -before given 
about 18 years of to his Mother. And -be- 
AE, “ing grown up, -he went 
Alown to Timnab, where he faw one of the 
‘Daughters of the Philiftins, whom he had a 
particalar inclination for, and defired his Pa- 
-rents-'to get her for him to Wife. His Father 
‘was-very much averfe to comply with hisde- 
fires, not knowing {as the Scripture tells us) 
thatit was from the LORD,who by this means 
-would avengethe Children of J/rael on the 
Philiftins, Who-at that time had Dominion 
over them. 
Samfon alfo, who was a Figure of Fefts Chrift, 
by‘his marrying one of the Daughters of the 
| Phrliftius, very lively xeprefented to us, that 
the whois the ftrong Man fhould one day e- 
Lpoufe the Church of the Gentiles, leaving the 
ews intheir obdurate Impenitency. 


Befides the Scripture feems to hint, that 
Semfon (by marching among the P£iliftins) 
liad hopes to meet with an occalion of quar- 
relling with them, and delivering his Cotnery 
from the Yoke of their crucl Oppreffion, 


As he went one day with his Father and” 


Mother to vilit this Woman, he met @ young 
Lion, who came open-mouth’d roaring a- 
gainft him ; at which time the Spirit of the 
LORD coming upon him,he laid hold on him 


and rent him with as much eafe, as if it had. 


been a Kid ; buthe told not his Parents there- 
of. Sometime after he returning the fame 


way, witha defign tomarry the Philiftin Won 
man, he ftept out of the way to fee the Lion: 


he had kill’d, and behold there was a {warm 
of Bees, and Honey in the Carkafs ofthe Lion; 
and he took thereof and did eat, and came 
to his Parents and gave fome to them, who 
did eat alfo, not knowing from whence it came. 

Samfon being come to his Journeys end,was 
married to the Philiftis Woman, and at the 
Wedding-Feaft propounded this Riddle to 
‘the young Men his Guefts ; Out of the Eater 
came forth Meat, and out of the firoug came forth 
Sweetnefs; and told them, in cafe they would 
explain it within the feven days of the Feaf, 
they thould have 30 Sheers, and 30 changes of 


Garments; and if they could not, he was to 


have the like. 

The Philiftins feeing they could not unrid- 
die-Samfon’s Riddle, threatned his Wife to de- 
ftroy her and her Father's Houfe, if the did 


not procure the Solution of it from her Hus- | 


band. Samfon tired and overcome by her im- 
portunity, declaresthe Riddle to her, which 
the prefently told the Philiftins. 

This Figure (asthe Fathers obferve) did re 
prefent the Change which Jefus Chrift was to 
make among(t Heathens aud Idolaters ; who be= 
fore had been likz furious Lions, that tore and 
rent the Chriftians, cid Jefus Chrift came and 
wvanguifbt them without Arms. — 

TheHeathen Emperors, who were the cruel 
Perfecutors and Deftroyers of the Chriftians, be 
came their Favourers and nurfing Fathers ; the 
Mouths of thofe whe bad devour'd them, were 
now fill'd with Honey; anda fort of People 
(more cruel than Lions) became as it were their 
Food and Nourifhment,their Support aud Pro- 
tection , being throngh the Regeneration in Jefus 
Chrift,bccomeone Body with thofe they had former 
ly perjecuted and devoured under one Head Jelus 
Chrift, +4e Prince of Peace. 

SAM- 
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| Samlon-flays the Joviliftins, | 
Samfon Slays .a .Thoufand Philiftins with the Jaw-bone of an Afs. 


co feeing himfelf deceiv’d ‘by -his 
Wife, who by her Artifice had made him 
unriddle his Riddlz to her; 
which-he,-had no fooner 
eo ‘done, bur fhe difclos’d irto 
the Philiftins; he was very angry with her, 
and quitting ‘her in fome difcontent,gave her 
Parents occaljon to think, that he. had taken 
diftafte ‘and quite left her, .and therefore 
married her to another Maz, And fome 
time atter Samfon cameto give his Wife a Vi- 
fic, but her Father woutd not fuffer him to go 
to: her, telling him, thathe had married: her 
to.another,~ as fuppoling that he hated her, 
and had quite lefther.; but that if he pleafed 
he might take her young S:ffer ‘to be his 
Wife, who was fairer than the. ~. 

Samfon not at all fatished with this Excufe, 
proteited, that now they might. thank them- 
felves, if they came to feel the efitéts of his 
Rage and Anger, for this their unjuft. dealing 
with him. 

In this Refolution he went and caughe 
300 Foxes, and tying them Tail to Tail, and 
fattning a Firebrand or Torch between their 


The fame Tear 2367. 


Tails, he let them go intothe ftanding Corn of 


the Philiftins,. and reduc’d it to Afhes, with 
their Vineyards and Oli ve- Tregs. cease 
The Philiftins being {trangely alarm'd-with 


this lofs,were very inquifitive to know theAus 


thor of it; and being inform’d that it was 


Samfon, and what had provok’d him to do fo, . 


inflead of endeavouring to avenge themfelves 
ofhim, they turn’d all their Rage againft his 
Wife and Father-in-Lawnd burnt them with 
. Five But Samjon not thinking himfelf lufficient- 
ly aveng’d of. them,. too _ his -opportunity 
(not long after) to fet upon.them, and de- 
droy'd them with a.very great Slaughter, 

The Philiftins at length rouzed by thefe 


repeated Violences of Samfon, gather’d toge- _ 


ther in great Numbers, and encamped them- 


{elves in the Lot of the Tribe of Judah, who. 
being terrified with this approach of the Phe , 


liftins demanded of them why they were come 


to invade their Coustry? And the Philiftins | 


having anfwer'd,that they were come to feize 
Samjon; The Men of Judah to rid themfelves 
of thefe unwelcom Guefs, promifed to deliver 


“Jefts and Drolls. . 


Samfon into their hands; and as they foon after 
brought himdown co. them bound with rwo 
new Cords, and the Philifins began to fhoue 
for joy, as now thinking themtelves Maiters 
of him,who had done them fo much milchief ; 


the Spirit of the LORD coming mightily 


upon him, the Cords that were on his Arms 
became as Flax thac is burnewith Fire, and 
his Bands loofed from off his Hands,and taking 
up the Jaw-boue of an Af, he flew therewith 
a thoufand of the Philiftins, and faid, With ebe 
Jaw-bone of an Als, heaps upon heaps, bwve . I 
fain « thoufand Men: and when he had made an 
end of peaking, hz caftaway th2 Jaw-bone, and 


called the place Ramath-Lehi. 


The Heat and Violence wherewith he was 
carried forth to do this A&tion, had caus’d an 


-extreme Thirft in him, which made him ear- 


neftly cry to the LORD for Relief in this his 
extreme need. GOD immediately heard his 
Prayer, and opening an hallow-place in the 
Jaw-bone,by his Power,madea Spring of Water 
to proceed from it, wherewith (when Samfon 
had quench’d his Thirft) his Strength rerurn'd, 
and he revived: and he called tlie Name of 
the place Enhakker. 

Thefe wonderful Events have been the Sub- 
jetts of the Meditation. and Admiration of th2 


Fathers, who confider'd them with the Eye of 


Faith and Godlinefs : whereas the People of the 
World, whe eye things after a human manner, - 
and pals their carnal Judgment on thz moft Ho- 
ly and Spiritual things, are Jo far from being 
edified by the reading of .thele Holy Records, 
that.they oft make them the Subjetis of profane 


‘St. Gregory takes éccafion from this ar Fi- 
gure, to admire how Jefus Chritt (che true Sam- 


' "fon) did without Arms, or any outward Force, 


wanguilb allthe Enemies of his Truth, oppofing no- 
thing totheir feeming infuperable force and malice, 
but the fimplicity of a company of poor contemp~ 

tibleFifhermen.; 2s Samfon encountred a whole 
Army of Philiftins with the Jaw-bone of an 
ALS. Aud yet this Simplicity, and this Patience 
of the Saints, being guided by the Hand, of 
GOD, did defeat and overcome all the Strength 
and Machinations of Men and Devils. 
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THE GATE 


“JUDG. XVI. 
S OF GAZA. 


Samfon being fhut up by the Philitins in Gaza, plucks up the Gates of 
the City, with the two Polls, and carries them up to the top of a 


Mountain Zefore Hebron. 


Soe having in fo miraculous a man- 
ner flaina thoufand oo one would 

Anno Mundi 2880. think that fo aftonith- 

before Chrifts124. ing an Initance of a Di- 
wine Power affifting him, fhould ftop the 

courfe of their Malice, and‘hinder them (in 

Jove to themfelves ) from attempting ought 

_againft him for the time to come. But we 
muft confider , that their Warring againtt 

' Samfon, was a reprefentation of the Devils 
future Wars and Fightings againft Fefus Chrift, 


and his Holy Ghurch; and therefore the con- | 


tinually renewed Perfecutions of the Philiftins 
againft Samfon, do very fitly reprefent to us, 
the obftinacy wherewith the Devils make War 
againft the Faithful, and that unalterable Ma- 
‘ lice wherewith they perfecute them, without 
being difcourag'’d by the many foils and falls 
they receive fromthe Saints, by means of the 
' Power of GOD,thatis engag’d for them, and 
- manifeftic felf in them. 


The: Phili$ins therefore, inftead of letting. 


SamJox alone, upon Motives taken from their 
- own Intereft ( as in all prudence they ought 
to lave done) did on the contrary mind no- 
thing more,than how they might bet lay new 
Snares for him, and get him intro their hands. 
- And as they were very diligentand attentive 
in this enquiry, and hadtheir Spies out conti- 
nually, to obferve his haunts, they were ine 


who were laid in Ambuthto feize and deftroy 
him, who being amazed and daunted with 
feeing thofe prodigious effeéts of his Strength 
and Courage, let him pafs unmolefted. 
Thus were the Hopes the Philiftins had 
conceiv’d (to furprize Samfon once more) de- 
feated, and they found (as formerly) thar all 
their Defigns and Projeéts to deftroy him,tho’ 
never fo wifely laid, and warily condu&ed, 
did at length turn co their own confufion 
and overthrow. 
This Figure( faith S.Gregory ) is fo plain and 


 fenfible , that it cannot but be acknowledg'd., 


to be un excellent Emblem of our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift. He it was whom his Enemies having 


perfecuted all his life long, they at laft lodg’d . 


him in a Sepulchre, feal’d him up there, and 
Surrounded his Grave with their Guards ; as 
the Philiftins encompaffed the City Gaza, whilft 
Samfon was peaceably taking his Reft. 

But this true and glorious Samfon, awaken- 
ing and avifing at: Midnight by his glorious 
Refurre&tion , and delivering himfelf from 
the place, where his Enemies kept him fhut up, 
not only came forth from thence himfelf, with 
out being ever after fubjet? to the Laws and 
Power of Death; but at -the fame time rev 
deemed all Mankind from that formidable 
Enemy, by deftroying Death it felf, whofe Gates 
and Bars he has for ever broke and pluckt up, 


form'd by fome of them thar he was got into (as the Scripture mentions ) and has carried 
the Gity Gaze; whereupon: (without lofing ‘them with him xo the top of the Mountain, 
time) being ege’d on by their extream hatred ‘that #, to Heaven, which the Refurrection of 


and thirft tor Revenge,’ they affembled them- 
 felves by Night , and compafled the -City , 
“refolving in the Morning to fet upon him 
ead kill bim. o 
Sanfox having notice of their defign , 
feen:'d to take little notice of it, and having 


‘mer with, hearofe, and without fear wentto 
the Gates of the City, plucking up the Doors, 


our Bleffed Saviour ‘hus open’d to Mankind , 
“and whither his'Members hope to follow him, 
according to his’ own faithful Promile, that 


where’ he is, they fhould be alfo, to fee.and 


eternally enjoy that Glory, which he had with 


“ the Father before thé'World was. 
flupetill Midnight with an Heréet which he * 


“Kor this reafon it is; that all true Chrifte 


“ans may cry out boaftingly with S. Paul, O 


Death, where is thy Sting ? OGrave, where 






1 Fas, ‘Vizier * Pelevuana 





znd two Sid:-pofts of it, andlaying themupon is thy Vidtory ?- The Sting of Death is Sin, VEEL ! 3 op CLI : 
his Stoulders, carried them to the top of ‘a and the ftrength of Sin is the Law; but \. 22.fe C0271 LI Of. SHIT C. Y Y fogs 
Monscain, thatis before Hebron, palling un- thanks be to GOD, who giveth us the Victor 3 ees ae =f fy /. te 


concernedly by, chicugh the midit of chote 


ry through Jefus Chrift our LORD. 
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JUDG. XVI. 


[ 7x ] 
SAMSON’ DEATH 


gt 


Samfon difcovers to Delilah that his Strength lay in his Hair, which fhe cutting off he is Jeix'd. 


[- had been well for Samfon, if he had been" 


as ftrong and powerful to refift the 
Anno Mundi 288s. 
before Chrid 1119. he was in tearing of 
Lions, and encountring whole Armies alone. 
But alas! the Enticementsof Delflab prov’d 
too firong for him,who was the ftrongeft ofall 
Men; and in her Embraces he met with the dif- 
after, he had fo happily efcaped in the moft 
dangerous and threatning Encounters. 

‘The Philiftins having obferv’d, that Samfen 
refortcd often to Delilah,promifed her a great 
Sum of Money, if fhe could get out of him, 
wherein his Strength lay. Samfon at firft (upon 
her enquiry) plaid upon her, as notthinking 
ir needful, to tel) her a Truth might prove to 
fatal tohim: He told her, that for to level 
his Strength with thofe of other Men, they 
needed enly to bind him with New Cords that 
had never beenufed, or to faften his Locks to 
2 Webs but Delilah foon found , that thefe 
were only delufory put-offs, to make her give 
over her Importunity:' Wherefore being 
gaul’d with Samfon’s mocking of her,the fet all 
her Artifices at work,and by continual urging 
and prefling of him, made him at laft difcover 
the truth to her ; he told her, that from _ his, 
Birth no Razor had ever touch’d his Head ; and 
that if he were fhaven, his Strength would leave 
him, and he become Jike another Man. 

No fooner had Delilah got this Secret out 
of him, but fhe fent for the Lords of the Phi- 
Lfins, and having made hin: fleep on_her 
Rnces, fhe caufed 7 Locks of his Head to 
be cut off. Samfonfoon after being awaked 
with the cry of Delilab, that the Philiftiins 
were upon him, he thought to go out as at 
other times, for he knew not that the LORD 
was departed from him. So the Philiftins took 
him, and brought him down to Gaza, boun 
him with Fetters of Braft, put out his Zyes, 
and madehim grind in the Prifon-Houfe. 

Whilft Samfon was thus wretchedly employ’d 
by his Enemies in this hard and fhameful 
labour, the Hair of his Head began to grow 
again: And the Lords of the Philiftins gather- 
ed themfelves together, for to offer a great 
and folemn Sacrifice unto Dagon their God, 
for having delivered Samfontheir Enemy and 
de@royer of their Country into their hand ; 
and when they were mer- 


anno Mundi 2887, yy they fene for Samfon 


Charms of a Wiman, as © 


to make them Sport, placing him betweenth* 
Pillars. 

- Samfon touch’d to the Heart, at this their 
infolent treating of him,defired the Lad (that 
held him by the hand) to lead him to the 
Pillars on which the Houfe ftood , that he 
mightreft himfelf againft them. And asfoon 
as he was come to the place, he prayed unto 
the LORD GOD, to give him Strength only 
this time, that he might be at once aveng'd of 
the Philiftins for his ‘two Eyes ; and laying 
hold of the Pillars with both his hands, and’ 
fhaking them with all his might, the Houfe 
fell, crufhing him and all the Lords of ‘the 
Philiftins, with about 3000 more of them that 
were therein, and on the Roof of the faid Houfe; 
fo that he flew (asthe Scripture obferves) more 
at his death, than he had done in all his life. 

” This Hiftory ( as the Fathers tellus) is 4 
lively reprefentation of the effetts of the Death 
of our Saviour, who by his voluntary Death 
confounded the Devils more, than they had been 
during all his Life-time: For then it was that 
the Devils-Houfe was caft down to the ground, 
and that the Arrogance of thofe proud ‘Angels 
was laid low. 

But the Fathers do not —S spears 
only in confidering the Myfteries in this Hiftory, 
ja have Nee r ee to Jefus Chrift. 3 
but they deplore alfo the unbappy chance , 
whereby this invincible Strong one Was Van~ 
quife’d and overcome of a Woman ; he lofer | 
all his Locks, thar is, bis Vertues 5 they put one 
his Eyes, that is, they rob him of bis Light and 
Underftanding, and condemn him to work in' 
the Mill, that is, abandon him like a Beaft to 
the vain Pleafures of this World, whire a - 
Man meets with nothing but Trouble and Vexa- 
tionand where he continues fetter'd inthe Chains 


dof bis own Will and Lufts. 7 


ASinner in this condition has no other way 
left, but to call upon GOD, that bis Locks may . 
grow again, that is, that he may recover his 
loft Graces. *Tis Repentanee that recovers the 
Souls #rengeh, and puils down -the Pillars of 
the Devils Houfe, and overthrows and crutbes 
the Enemies, that triumph over'her, and rene 
ders the Soul vidtorions by herown ruin, making 
her die tober felf, shat [he might livetoGOD 5 - 
and lofe her felf, that be might find him who : 
is the only fatistying Objelt and Sovereign Good 
of rational and intelligent Creatures. . 


M 2 THE. 
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[ 7% } JUDG, IX, 


THE LEVITES WIFE ABU SED. 
The Benjamites of Gibeah, force the Wife of ‘a‘Levite to Death. 


Te Scripture in the two laft Chapters of 
this Book of Judges, relates a Hiftory , 
Anno Mundi2s8s. Which prov’d of great 
or thereabouts. and fatal confequence to 
the Ifraclstes, as occafioning the deftru&tion of 
- a whole Tribe. A Levite dwelling on the fide 
of Mount Ephraim, took to hima Wife out of 
Bethlehem; but upon fome mifcarriage of hers 
did occafion a Separation, fo that fhe return’d 
to her Fathers Houfe, where fhe continued for 
the {pace of four Moutis ; and at the expiration 
thereof, her Husbands Affection returning to- 
wards her, he refolved to go to Bethledyn to 
her Fathers, and fetch her home again. 

As foon as he was come to his Father-ine 
Laws Heufe , he received him with much Joy 
and Kindnefs, forcing him to continue with 
him three Days ; and then being very unwil- 
Jipg co pare with him ,he both by his kind En- 
tertainment, and preffing Invitation, endea- 
vour'd.to oblige him to ftay longer with him. 


than he intended; fo thacit was the fifth Day 


towards Evening, before he could get away 
trom his Fathers ; and having reach'd Grbeab, 
a while after Sun-fet, he was fain ( with his 
Wife and'Servanis}to fic down in the Street ,be- 
caufe there was none fo kind as to offer them. 
a Lodging; bur foonafter.an Old Mar coming 


from his Werk out of the Field , igeing him. 


ftand in the Ssrect , kindly invited him wich 


his Wife and Servants to his Houle, giving. 1 
Father) to a Married. Wite, enflames and pro~ 


them an hearty Entestainment. 


But as they were fat down at Table, and 


making merry,certain wicked Wretches of the 
City, befer the Houfe round about, and knock- 
ing atthe Door, bade the Old Man (the Mafter 


of the.Houfe ) to bring forth the Man that. 


came to Jodge with him, that they might 
fatishie their unnatural Luft with him, 


The good Old Man, was itruck with horror’ 


atthis their demand,and endeavour'’d with the 
forte words imaginable, to divertthem from 
f> greata Villany, offering rather to expofe 
his own Dougheer, that was a Virgin, than his 
Guefts Wife to. their Luff. Bur al! thar he 
could.do nor: prevailing, the Levite brought 
forth his fe to them, whom they abufed all 
Night tili-tawards the Morning ; and about 
Break of Tay, they let her go. 

The Usman after this Treatment had 
“much ada torecurn to the Door of the Houle 


where her Husband was lodg'd ; and was. no 
fooner arrived there, but fhe fell down ftone- 
dead before the Zhrefheld , with her hands 
ftretch’d forth, as demanding Vengeance of 
her Husband for this inhuman outrage com- 
mitted upon her. 

Her Husband arifing in the Morning to re- 
turn home, and finding his W7fe without mati- 
on lying atthe Door, fuppofed fhe had been 
afleep ; but finding that he was dead indeed, 
the extream grief wherewith he was feiz'd, 
and the deteftation he conceiv'd for this abo- 
minable Fa&, put him upon a Refolution. of 
cutting the Dead Body of hisWife into 12 
Parts; andto fend each Tribe a part, to pro- 
voke them to take. Vengeance of fo execra- 
ble and crying Abomination. 

Upon the receipt of this ftrange and terri- 
fying Prefent, the Tribes unanimoutly refolv’d 
to avenge this unparallel’d Excefs; they all 
acknowledg’d, that never was the like thing 
committed in J/rael, fromthe time of their 
coming out of Ezyp¢; and having affembled 
themfelves together as one Maz, they pro- 
teded they would not return to their Homes, , 
till they had punifhed and aveng’d this exor- 
bicant Ourrage. as 

S. Ambroie admires this their holy Refele- 
tion, their Zeal fhewing thzm not to be indi ffe- 
rent. in a Cafe which fo much concern'd the 
Glory of God. The Outrage done (faith that 


wokes all frael; and one Tribe. being guilty. 
of the Crime, all the reft League themfelves. 
together to deftroy and exterminate them, fearing 
Lft by conniving at it, they might draw down 
upon all irae] the Divine. Wrath whick one of 
their Tribes had fo juftly delerved. 

The famz Father blufbes at the Corruption, 


‘of the Age wherein he liv’d , by fufering the 
frequent Profanation of that Holy Ordinance,. 


when he compared it with this moft commen 
dable Zeal of the Ifraclices, wha fought no 
frivolous Excufes to cover the Crime of their Bre- 
thren, but aveng’d it with that extremity of 
Rigor, as was proper to prevent the like Licenti- 
0 ‘te cfs for ever after : dnd that holy Man thinks, 
be can never fufficiently lam:nt their unaappé- 
nefs, whoonly mind their own intereft, being un- 
concern'd at the greateft Profanation of the 


LAW of GOD. 
THE 
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he: Punilhment of the Wenjarnites, 
- The whole. Tribe of. Benjamins defrayed, by’ the Nraglttes,. except 600. Mew 


HE Children of Ifracl being gathered 
T together as one Manat Mizpeh, and the 


_- Levite-, whote Wife had. 


€ ft 7738. 
Aine fire ime Ae Complaints before 
them, they. march’d againft the uthors of 
this deteftable Grime, to punifh them accor- 
ding to defert. 

But before they came to open force, they 
fent fome Deputies. to the Benjam:tes, to de- 
mand thofe wicked Wretches thit hadcom- 
mitred this inhuman Outrage,that by: putting 
them to death they might turnaway the wrath, 
of GOD from-Jfract; but the Benjamites ( in- 
ftead of hearkning to. thefe.juft and equal. 
. Propofals) declar'd , they would proteft and, 

fecure them; and affembled themfelves ro fight. 
the J/raelites, to the Number of 26000 Men... 

The Ifraclites having. ask'd Counfel of the 
LORD, the LORD approv’d of their. going. 
againftthe Benjazpites; whereupon. they. went, 

forth to fight them; bur notwithfanding the 
~ good fuccels they had promifed themfelves 
from the juftaefs of their, Caufe, they loft char 
Day 22000 Met. cle ee eae 

They were ftrangly farpriz’d at this unex: 

efted Defeat, but yet refolv'd to try a fecond. 
Battel, for which they prepared themfelves by. 
a deep Humiliation ‘before GOD, and asking 
Counfel of him, who.again bade 
againft their Brethren, and 


deftroy’d 18000 more of them. 

All dfrael being aftonifh’d to fee 40000 
M.n deltroy’d by 26000, and that too in: fo. 
jufta Caufe, betook themfelves to-GOD,,. by: 
Fafting, Weeping, and offering Sacrifices 5 and. 
having ask'd Countelof rhe LORD the third 
time, henot only bade them to go up againit 
the Bexjamites, but-ailo. aflur’d, them of the 
Vittory. Die ea 

The Jfraclites encourag’d with this Divine 
Affurance , they march’d towards Gibeah, 
having appointed a great Party.to lie in Am- 
bufh near the City. 

The Benjamites (like Men drunk with their 
two Jate Vittories ) made a furious Sally out 
of Gibeah, which was increafed by the feign’d 
Flight of the Jfra:tites,co draw tuem from the 
City; but foon after thofe thar lay in Ambufh 
near Gibcab, having ferit.on Fire, the Benja- 


been forc’d, having Jaid. 


yet for all this the flagi 
Caceefs was not anfwerable,for the Beujamsites GOD will have the Mraelites to bewail 
; fad necéffity, that enzageth them to deftroy their 


mites faw, they, wexe Joft.,, being-on. all-fides: 
encompaft’by the Jraelites, who kill’d 23000 
of -their -Men, and: burnt-their Crties ; only. 
600 of the Benjamites faved themfelves by 
retiring and hiding themfelves in the Rock. 
of Rimmon, who were the means afterwards 
of recovering that Tribe. . c. 

The Jraclites. after this Vi&ory found 
themfelves extreamly afflifted, for the lofs of 
one of the 12 rides ; and having fworn, that- 
none of them would give their Daughters to. 
the Benfamites for Wives, they went and flew. 
all the Males and Women of Jabefh Gilead, 
becaufe they were not come up with themro 
fight again{t the, Bewjamires, and only faved: 
4co of their Virgin, Daughters alive, and gave 
them to the Benjamites for Wives. 

The Fathers have admired ths. depths of 
GOD’s Judgments ‘uz this Hiftory. Never wes 
there aWar more bolily undertaken, than this — 
of the Ifraelites, and yet they were twive beaten 
with great lofs, . 

GOD was willing by this ( Figure ) to teach 
us, haw pure th:y ought to be, who undertake to,- 
punifb other mens Fauks, It is a falfe Zeal thee- 
puts Men upon purifying. others, withous being 
Sift clean themfelves. | 

Morexver , GO D- would inform us by this: 
great Example, how great our Charity ought to: 


them goup be towards our Brethren. How deteftatle and. 


* 


tious foever.the Benjamites, might be, yet 
the 


own Brethren. ; 

Thus we feethat all Ufrael were teuch’d with 
inwerd Sorrow,” for having exterminated them, 
and now wholly cmpioy'd their Thoughts, how befF 
to rveaver and reftore thofe, who Jo lately they 
had endeavour'd utterly so deftroy. 

It is a fhame (lay the Fathers) for Chriftians. 


_ du this point to give way 10 the Jews, and notte 


be highly concern’ , rot only when. they fea w 
Conuzry or a Faznily lat from the Church ; “but 
even when they fee fo much as cue fingle Soul 
cut oF from their Society and Body ; forafmuck 
as they aight tobe as fenfiole of this lifs , as 
they would be of carting of one of their Mem- 
bers. For (ay 3. Paul fa.t2) when one Mem-~ 
ber of the Body mourns, all mourn; and 
when one rejoyceth, all rejoyce : Because of 
trac Chriftians are Gut the different Mmbers of 


on: Body under Chrift their Head.. RUTH. 
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RUTH. I, 


RUTH FOLLOWETH NAOMI 
Ruth will not be perfwaded to leave her Mother-in-Law Naomi, Sut fol- 


: Jows her into the Land of Judah. 


HE Hiftory of RUTH is fo confiderable, 
that it has pleafed the Divine Wifdom to 
record it at large ina Book by it felf- 
Inthe time when the Judges ruled Ifracl, 
there hapned a great Fas 


Anno Mundi 27¢8. ere : . 
befere drift 1298. mine in Judea, which obli- 
oy tlereabontss ged a Man of Bethlehem, cal- 


‘Jed Elimelech, with his Wife and two Sons, 
-to go and fojourn in the Land of Moab: And 
Elimelech dying not long after their Arrival 
there, Naomi was left there with her two Sous, 
-whom-the married to two Daughters of the 
Land of Moat, whereof fhe who was married 
to her younger Son, was called Ruth. And ten 
years after Naomi’s two Sons died alfo ; who 
feeing her felf a forrowful Widow, without 
Husband or Children, told her Daughéers-in- 
Law, that fhe was refolv’d to return to her 
own Country, forafmuch as fhe had heard, that 
GOD had Vifited it with Plemy as formerly ; 
and therefore defir’d them. to continue in their 
ownGountry, and to look out Husbands for 
themfelves to comfort their Widowhood. 

But her _Daughters-in-Law could not en- 
dure to hear of parting with her, and told 
her plainly, they were refolv’d to return with 
her to Judea. Whereupon Naomi reprefenting 
ro them he: own defolate condition, and that 
fhe had no more Sons for them to marry, ac: 


cording to the cuftom of the Jews, and that 


fhefhould be much affli&ed to make their 
Conditions worfe by following of her ; Orpha 
at laft (who had been masried co her eldeft 
Son) took her farewel of her. 

Orpha’s departure ferv’d only to make Ruth’s 
great Faithand ftrong Love the more illuftri- 
ous and vifible ; for notwithftanding all the 
preffing Inftances of her Mother-in-Law, fhe 
would by no means hear of Jeaving her ; but 
with an immoveable firmnefs and conftancy 
of Mind, anfwered her in thefe Terms, Never 
think of perfwading me to part from you, where- 
focver you go, I will go, aud where you lodge, 
Iwill lodge ; your People hall be my Pzople, and 
your GOD my GOD ; where you die, I will die 
allo, and Death alone foal be able to separate 
me from you, 


Naomi perceiving this fix'd conftancy ofher 


Danghter-in-Law Ruth, which was the Figure 


of the Courage and Refolution, wherewith the 
Church fhould one day follow Fefus Chrift 
through all Perfecutions, fuffer'd her to come 


with her to Bethlehem, the place of her Birth, 


where they arrived at they beginning of Bar!)- 
Harvest ; and becaufe their Wants preffed hard 
upon them, Ruth defir'd her Mother-in-Law to 
give her leave to go to the Fields a zleaning ; 
and having obtain’d leave, fhe lighted on a 
Field which belong’d to Boaz, the Kinfman of 
Elimelech, Naomi’s Husband. 

Boaz foon after being come from Bethk- 
hem, to vifit his Reapers, demanded of them, 
who the young Woman was. that gleaned after 
them ; they told him whofe Daughter fhe 
was, and gave a very good Character of her. 
Whereupon he expreft himfelf with much. 
kindnefs to her, charging her not to go and 
Maidens, and to eat and drink freely of what 
they had provided ; ordering the Reapers alfo 
to drop Ears on purpofe for her. 

This great kindnefs of Boaz has been lookt up- 
on by the Fathers, as @ Figure of the great 
bounty and condelcenfion , with which Jefus 
Chrift received bis Church. He did not dif- 
dain her mean Condition : neither her prefent 


Poverty, nor paft Idolatry, could make him dee 


Spife her. 
Moreover, this holy Woman Ruth, gives o 


Leffon to all Chriftians, to renounce for ever’ 


their Father’s Houfe, and the Land of their 
Nativity ; that w, the Vanity and corrupt 
Manners of this World: that they may joyn 
themfelves to the People of Jefus Chrift.- Nei- 
ther need they fear to lofe any thing by this their 
happy renunciation : for they will find in the 
Love of cur Saviour, ten rhoufand times 
more, than ever they could hope for from the 
deceitful fhew of the falfe Pleatures of this 
World. 

The Poverty of Naomi, which Ruth with fo 
anuch Conftancy embraced, ‘prov'd more advane 
tagzious tober, even in this World, than al 


the Riches of the Moabites : Aud they who with © 


a firm love and purpofe of Heart cleave to the 


Church, when fhe appears as a defolate Widow © 


upon Earth, fhall at length find their Poverty ree 
warded with all the Treajures Heaven can bea 
ftow upon them, BOAZ 


giean in any other Field but toabide with his: 


CHacwurelle “Gc 











a? “ene 


Gohin 





as ~~ we 
| Nifrex Corttividd: occcaf2o. 


BP OVUM IOPU 4 


“her flor he » Contributed this Plate. 





- 










aD 
A. 
i ai 





ao 


a i 


Sie Rig ht:-Pldrivisr able Saher ine. 


Lg; Dowager QMO GYCY A 
Wak ddvancenmeont ge Worke. Cortte-tbutée tht Plate. 











RUTH Il. - 


| BOAZ ESPOUSETH RUTH. 
Boaz, near Kinfman of Ruth, Marries: ber according to the Ordinance of the Law. 
Noe! being inform'd of Boaz. his 


kindnefs to Ruth, caft about how fhe 

" might beft improve this 

The fame yeavy3708 Inclination of Boaz for 
the good of her Daigh- 


- ter-in-Law, in order to procure her a quiet 
and advantagious ¢ftablifhment for the reft 


of her days. To this end the acquainted 
Ruth, that Boaz was her_near Kinfman, and 


" feeing he was.tolie that Night in his Zhrejh- 
_ ingefloor, near the Field where they werea Reap- 


ing, {he advifed her to repair thither, fo as fhe 
might not be perceived by any ; and when 


he laid himfelf down to relt, fhe fhould mark 


the place,and lie down at his Feer,;who would 
not fail to cell her what fhe fhould further do. 
“Ruth, in obedience to her Mother-in-Laws 


Command, performed what of her felf the 


would have been very backward to; and 
being favour'd by the darknefs of the Night, 
came unperceiv’d of any , and laid’ her felf 


down at Boaz his .feet ;, who awakening at, 
Midnight , was. aftrighted to find a Woman. 
“Tying at his Feet,and demanded who fhe was. 


Ruth having difclos’d her self, repreferited to 
him, that he was 2 near Kin{man, . who 


‘(according to the order of the Law ) had a 


tight to marry her. 
‘Boaz, who wast 
“Age,expreft the eftecm he had for her, 
fhe did nor imitate the Behewviour of the 
Daughters of his Age, who (for the moft part) 
followed the tranfports of a blind Love, and 
inconfiderately preferr’d young Mex before 
wife and ftaid Hrséands; but added , that 
‘before he could lawfully marry her, another 
“Kinfinan ( that was nearer than he ) was_firft 
to declare himfelf, whether he were willing 


to perform the duty of a Kinfian towards 


‘her or not. 

“Accordingly the next day Boaz went tothe 
Gate of the Ci:y,and being fac down with the 
Magiftrates and Elders, who met there to do 
‘Juitice to the Preple, he faw the Kinfinan he 
had fpokeof to Ruth, pafling by; and having 
call’d to him, told in prefence of 30 of the 
Elders of the City, that Naomi did intend to 
fell a parcel of her Husbands Land, of which 
he thought good ro acquaint him ; for,that in 
cafe of his Refulal, he would buy it himfelf : 
The Kinjman having. anfwer'd, that he was 
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willing to buy it; Fooz replied, that at Le 
fame time he bought the Lend, he muft alf? 
marry Ruth. But the Kinfiman difliking thi’ 
Propofal, paft over his right to Boaz, whoa 
the fame time took the Eldersand People of hi* 
City, to witnefs of his purchafing the Eftate 
of Elimelech, and taking Ruth to be his Wife 5 
who wifhed him all manner of Profperity and 
Happinefs with her, that fhe might be like 
Rachel and Lzab, who built up the Houfe of 
Yrael, and that he might be famous in Beth- 
_Ichem throughout all Ages. 

Thus was this Marriage confummated , 
which GOD foon after blefled with the Birth 
of Obed, who was the Father of Feffe , and 

Davids Grandfather ; upon which occafion all 
her Friendsand Neighbours came to congra- 
tulate Naomi, upon this happy Fruit of her 
‘Daughters Marriage; affuring her , that 
fhe was more happy in fuch a Daughrer, than 
if fhe had feven Sons. Naomi alfo overjoy’d 
with her lictle Grandfon, laid him in her 
‘Bofom, and became his Fofter-Mother. - 

GOD would teach us by this Admirable 
Woman, that he does not value Perfons by 
the Holinefs of their Parents, but by thetr 
Vertues and Graces. We Jee kere Ruth ( a Mo- 
abitifh Woman) bora of Idolatrous Parents, 


hen ahove 100 years of advanced by the bholinefs of her Manners te 
inthat the Aigheft Honour that was ( at that time) 


attainable upon Earth , by entring into the 
Genealogy of’ our Saviour, and becoming # 
peounet of his Fore-Fathers, according to the 
Tefh. o 
She teaches us (faith §. Ambrofe) not to ref 
orrely upon any outward Profefion of a Reli- 
gion, nor on the meer Name of Chviftians, 4 
theJews did upon their Carnal Sacrifices; and 
upon the defcent from Abraham, of which they 
boafted continually; buz to endeavour to beconre 
acceptable ta GO D, by doing violence .to our 
own corrupt Inclinations , and by manifefting 
our felves to be living Members of that Body, - 
whireof Jefas Chrift isthe Head. For our 
Saviour takes only’ thofe for his Spoufes, that 
are recommendable by their inwerd Graces, and 
not by any outward. Advantages ; be choofeth 
thofe only that ave meck and humdi: of Heart, 
which is the Charatter of the genuine Spoufes - 
of our Saviour, and the-true- Spiritual Vir-- 


ginity, 
THE: 


96 The CONTENTS of the FirftBook of SAMUEL. — 


N: the beginning of this Book ‘we Have an 
account of the Birth of Samuel, and how 
his Mother Confecrated him to the Service of 
GOD, and the Hymn of Praife fhe fang upon 
rhat cecafion, Next we find a relation of the 
injolent and vicious Beiaviour of the Sons of 
Eli; who therefore is reproved by « Man ‘of 
GOD, who foretells the rain of his Family, 
and which was afterwards alfo told him by 
Samuel, whon GOD dignified with the high 
Calling cf a Prophet, and is owned as fuch by 
ail the People, Afterwards we fez here, how the 
Iftaclites were écaten by rre Philiftins, rhe Ark 


of tke Covenant taken , which as foon as Eli 


under ftood , be fell backwards from his Seat, and 
brake his Neck. The Philiftins carry the Ark 
intothe Temple of their Idol Dagon, which 
falls down, and is fhatter'd to pieces before it ; 
and the Philiftins are grievoufly plagu'd by 


GOD; wherenpon they fend back the Ark with flees to Achith King of 


he counterfeits bimfelf Mad, and retires from 
thence to Adullam, here his Friends and ethers 
joyn with bim, who is fain to fw up dnd 
down to efcape Sauls purfuit. Saul marthers 
Ahimelech, aad all his Houfe, with 85 ‘Priefts 
and all the Inbabitants of the City Nob, tly 
for having innocently entertain’d David , and 
furnifs'd him with Bread. David hides bimfelf 
in the Wildernels of Ziph , and from thence 
‘retires to that of Maon , whither Saul pirfies 
him, till News ts “bronght him, that tke Phi» 
liftins were entred thé Land, aud having beatcn 
them, ke continues t6 purfee David 5 but at laft 
acknowledging bis fault, be prays David to 
Spare his Pamily , “when be fhsnld come to the 
Crown. After this, we have a relation of the 
Death of Samuel, and what paft between Da- 
vid and Abigail, the Wife of Nabal ; and hiw 
Saul, beginning afrefh to pevfecute David, ‘be 
Gath, who gives him 


Prefents, which comes to Bethfhemeth in the the Town of Ziklag to dwell én ; from whence 
Land of Judah , and fiom thence ts brought to be makes excterfions ‘upon the Neighbourii, 
Kiriath-jearim ; where Samuel begins a notable People, killing many, and getting erent Spoil, 
Reformacion of the Worfhip of GOD, and After this, the Philiftins coming with a great 
-affembles the Tiraelites at Mizpeh ; thePhiliftins force ‘againft Ifrael, Saul asks Counfel “of the 
defigning to furprize them there, GOD [trikes a LORD, who does not vouchfafe to anfwer hin ; 
Terror into them by great and dréadful Thun- wheréupon he addreffes himfzif to che Witch 
derclaps , wherenpan they are eafily defeated by of Endor. David making ready to joyn the 


the Jews. 

_ The Sons of 
Age appointed to judge the People, do not follow 
theiy Fathers fleps , wherefore the Ifraelites 


Sanmel, being by him in bis old 


Forces he had, with thofe of Achith , again 
Saul, is countermanded. In his abfence Ziktay 
is Spoiled by the Amalekites ; but ferting upon 
them, he recovers all th: Spoil and Captives 


d:mand a King, which difpleafeth GOD, who they had taken. And li ve this Book concludes 
a 


commands Samuel to reprefent to them, how their 
King would treat them ; but the People not- 
withjanding continuing obftinate in their de- 
mand, the Lord and bis Prophet agree to it , 
wand Samus) tells Saul (who was come to him at 
Mizpeh ) that be was ta Reign over Iirael, and 
anoints him King. Seay a 

_ Saul, in the beginning of his Reign, beats the 
Ammonites ; Samuel lays down bis Authority 
he formerly had over the People as their Judge, 


with the tragical Death of Saul and his Sons, 
This firft Book of Samuel contains the Hi- 
ftory of the Events of 80 Years, whereof’ go 
paft undtr the Government of Eli the High 
Prieft, Chsp.4.18. and the other 40 under the 
Government of Samuel and Saul, és 13.21. 
__ This Book (as well as the following) bear the 
Name of Sarnuel, becaufe they contain a rela- 
tion of bis Anceftors, his Birth, his Education, 
his Younger years, his Life and A&tions, his 


having firft given an honourable teftimony of Government and Death; as likewife the Lives 


his Innocence and Integrity in that ftation. 
Saul and Jonathan Ais Son make War againft 
the Philittins and others, and defeat them. 
Samuel declares to Saul, that GOD would take 
the Crown from him, and anoint David King , 
who fights with Goliah the Giant, and kills 
him. Saul being jealous of the Honours done to 
David for this Victory, feeks to kill him, who 
having the Court, somes to Samuel aé Naioth, 


of thofe Kings, who by the Command of GOD 
were by him Anointed over Mrael. The Seprua- 
gint, and the old Latin Interpretation , joyn 
thefe two Books of Samuel with the two folow- 
ing , and call them the four Books of Kings, 
becaufe in thefe four Books are related the 
Lives and principal AStions of all the Kings 
that Reigned over the Jews, from the firft tothe 
laff, in whom this Monarchical Government 


and contracts a _firit and firm League of ceafed, and was extinguijhd in Ufrael by a jut 


Friendjbip with Jonathan; be flees to Achith, 
King of the Philiftins, where (to lave his life) 


Judgment of the LORD. 
SAMUEL 
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AMUEL being to appear one day in 
the World with a aoe a ae ae 
: oly Prophet, — 
ede dag ee difpofed him thereto 
timethatthe Angel free - from his tender Ins 
oe onion: fancy. Haunsh his Mo- 
nno AUNQGE 2 . ons 
and before Clrift 156: ther who ee 
nee glorious in having fuch 
a Son, than if fhe had been Mother of the 
greateft Prince in the World, after the had 
been a longtime barren, was inftantin Pray- 
eto GOD, till at_ laf fhe obtain’d this 
Child , which was the fruit of her Prayers, 
and the reward of her Faith. And this Holy 
Mother knowing that her Child was the Gift 
of GOD, made no difficulty to return him to 
the Donor. She did not content her felf'to re- 
deem him with Money, or to offer him up for 
fome years only; but fhe confecrated him to 
the LORD all his “Life-time. She had no 
founer weaned him, but her gratitude to 
GOD preffed her, to dedicate him to his Ser- 
vice, from whom fhe had received him; an 
by a ftrange difengagement from all human 
Confiderations, fhe in oppofition to her natu- 
ral rendernefs for her only and long looke 
for Son, and to all appearance of Reafon, con- 
fecrated himro GOD inhis firft Infancy, deli- 
vering himinco the hands of Zi, when he 
was but about 3 years of Age, no more con- 
fidering himas fier own, but GOD’s,to whom 
fhe had given him. 

Thus Hannabs Sacrifice did in fome fort 
refemble that of Abrakam, becaufein parting 
with her Son to GOD, fhe believ’d fhe did 
nothing elfe, but render to G OD what was 
his own, and what fhe could not ( without a 
kind of Sacriledge) withhold from him. 

GOD rewarded this Devotion of the Mother 
in the abundant effuiion 
of his Graces epon her 
Son. And when in the 
rath yearof his Age he wes employed inthe 
Service of Eli the High-Pricf, and the Mini- 
fry of the Temple, where he lay alfo by Night, 
not far from the 4rk, GOD favour'd him wit 
a Revelation ; from which it might be juds"d, 
how great a Prophet he was like to be, when 
arrived at his Manhood, to whom GOD ma- 
nifefted himfelf fo remarkably in his early 
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AMUEL GIVE 
Hannah Confecrates ber Som Samuel anto the 


NTO ELL 
LORD, and delivers bie to Eli th 


downto fleep; but Samuel fuppofing it to be 
the Voice of Eli the High Prieft, arofe each 
time and went to El, to know what his plea- 
fure was ; but the fourth time Eli having in- 
form’d Samuel, that it was the LORD thac 
called him, GOD fpake to him,and foretold the 
terrible difafters that were to fall on El7 and 
all his Houfe; he told him, he could no longer 
endure the unhappy negligence of that teo 
indulgent Father, who knowing the diforders 
and crimes his Sons committed, and fecing in 
how many feveral ways they prophaned the 
Sacreduefs of his Temple and Altar, contented 
himfelf with giving them a flight Reproof, 
inftead of being animated againit them with 
an holy Zeal for the Glory of GOD ; and fur- 
ther declaer’d unto him, thar fuch were the 
enormous Crimes of that Family, that they 
fhould never be expiated by allthe Sacrifice 
Eli did, or could offer. aa . 
The next Morning Eli was very urgent with 
little Samuel, to know of him what the LORD 


d hadfaid unto him; which tho’ he was very 


loath to do, out of rhe great refpect he had 
for him , yet upon his folemn conjuring 
of him, he toldhim all. £/i acknowledging 
at laft the juftice of theSentence paft againft 
him and his Family, found too late, that it 
is not {ufficient for a Father to be good him- 
félf, if he does not ufe his urmoft endeavours 
to make his Ch:ldren Yo likewife, and witha 
moft humble fubmitlion, difpofed himfelf ro 
undergo the Panijbment he had deferved by the 
too indulgent Education of his Children. — 

There are ( faith S. Gregory ) many Followers 
and Imitators of Eli, as wel in the private 
Hiufes of Chriftians , as in the Church , Z 
mean (faith he ) thofe Paftors, who fuffer their 
Spiritual Children to due in all manner of 
Diferderlinels 5 by @ cruel Complaifance and 
Compliance, being cruel to thenfeluss, as well 
as to thife whofe Wounds they diffimile 5 
when indeed they Should, by fearching them to 
the botiom , endcaviur to heal them: Fora{= 
such as it plainly appears from this Figure, 


h that in fo deing they. draw down upon’ thesm- 


felues ana their Flock y the jaft Anger and 
Judgments of az incesfed GOD, who will not 


Super binfelf to be mocked, and will in a more 


fpecial manner be [anttifizd by thofz, who draw 
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Childhood. 


7. 
Be Slzte. 
7 GOD called to him thrice, ashe wis laid 


near unto bins and ferve at the Altas. 
N THE 
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Whe Punithment sf Ci. 


‘GOD, in order to punifb 


Eli the Hig 


hPrielt for his negligence in Repro- 


ving the Diforders of bis Children, fuffers him ( upon bearing the 
News of their being flain, and the taking of the Ark) to fall down 


from bes Seat, and break his Neck. 


NOD being about to fulfil the Fudgments 
he had denounc’d againft the Houfe 
Anno Mundi2ess, Of Els, he ftirr’d up a 
befive hrift 1116 New War againft the 
Jews, from their Neighbours the Philiftins. 
“This Nation were the openand profeft Exemies 
of the People of GOD, and was made ule of 
by him, as 2 powerful Inftrument of his Ju- 
fice and Vengeance, to punith the Fews for 
their Crimes and Difobedience againft him. 
‘Accordingly at this time the LORD being 
highly provok’d (by the Apoftacy and Back- 
fliding of the Jews, and their great contempt 
and profanation of his Holy Laws and Ordi- 
nances ) hid his Face from them, would not 
affift chem againft their Enemies, but made 
‘them to be difcomfited. The Jews being fur- 
priz’d at this their unhappy Expedition a- 
gainft their Encmaies, thought they could force 
the LORD to be of their fide, by carrying 
the .4rk of his prefence with them. 

But GOD,who will not fuffer himfelf to be 
mocked, and when he is provok’d, withdraws 
his gracious Prefence from all the moft holy 
‘ourward Thingsand Ordinances, fuffer’d the 
Ark to go to the Gamp, without concerning 
himfelf about its prefervation. No fooner 
was it arrived there, but the 4rmy receiv'd it 
with a general Shout,and joyful Acclamations, 
not knowing that the very thing from whence 
they expected their good tuccefs, would prove 
their Confufion, as well as their great Affli- 
ion ; and that .thofe two wicked Priefs , 
Hophur and Phineas, the Sons of Eli, who car- 
ried the rk, and whom GOD regarded with 
the Eye of his Wrath, would draw down 
more mifchief uponthem, than the Prefence 
pf the Ark would procure them favour. 

The Philifiixs underftanding that the Ark 
was with thé Jraelites, concluded themfelves 
beaten, and crying out, Wo unto us, for their 
GOD is come into the Camp ; who should deliver 
wus. from zhofeimightyG ODS, that Jmote the 
Egyptians with all th: Plagues ? However at 


length, fomewhat encouraging one another 
to quit themfelves Jike Men, their fear having 
made them defperate, they fell like an irres 
fiftible Torrent upon the Jews, took the Ark, 
kill’d the two Sons of Eli, that carried it, cut 
down 30000 ofthem, and put the reft to flight. 

Old Eli, allthis while, who could not pre- 
fageany great good to the Jraclites, fat by the 
Way-fide, impatiently expe€ting to hear the 
Event of the Battel, andtherather, becaufe 
the Ark of the LORD was concern’d ; . that 
good Man ( for fo he was, notwithftanding 
all his failings ) trembling at the apprehentfi- 
fion of its falling into the hands of the P/i- 
liftins, and being prophaned by them. 

At laft, a Manof Benjamin having efcap’d 
out of the Army,came to Shilbb, and gave Eli 
an accountof the total defeat of the -4rmy ; 
who no fooner heard him fay, that the rk 
was taken ; but (like a Man ftunn’d with a 
violent Blow) he fell down from his Seat , 
and brake his Neck. : 

His Daughter-in-Law, the Wife of Phineas, 
having underftood the Death of her Husband, 
and the taking of the rk, ( with the Death 
alfo of Eli the High Pricft, her Father-in-Law) 
fhe immediately fell into Labour,and died foon 
after fhe had brought forth a$Son, whom fhe 


called Ichabod ; becaufe (by the taking of the: 


Ark) the Glory was departed from Jfrael. 

Never was there a more remarkable Inftance of 
GOD’s Severity in punijbing the prophanation of 
Holy things ; never a more teaching Leffin, that 
nothing incenferhGOD higher, than the Sins and 
Diforderly Lives of Priefts, bole Holinefs ought 
to appeafe the Divine Wrath, when it is gone 
forth againft the People. 

It teacheth alfo uw Chriftians, not to put fucé 
confidence in the mot Holy Eucharift, whereof 
the Ark was a Figure, as not at the fame rime 
to endeavour after Holinefs, which only car 
difpofe us to be meet partakers of that Heavenly 
Bread, and without which ( by approaching ts 
that Holy Table ) we shall only feat our. own 
Condemnation. THE 
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The Wot Dagon falls before the Ark. 
The Philiftins having placed the Ark in the Temple of Dagon, sear to. that Idol, 


it falls down before st, and i broke to 


pieces. GOD {mites the Philiftins with’ 


the Plague of Emrods, and forced them to fend back the Ark. : 


HE 4rk of GO D being thus taken, and 
in the hands of the Enemies of GOD's 
People , feemed now to 
The fame Tear 2888. have Joftallthat Honour 
andGlory, which till then GOD had _ ever 
dignified ic with; but the Sequel of this Hi- 
ory will better inform us, and make it ap- 
pear,that this holy Shrine of che Divine Prefence, 
wasnever moseilluftrioufly glorious, than in 
this its Captivity amongtt the Philiftins. 
“Thefe Idolaters, asfoonas they faw them- 


-felves mafters of this Holy thing, carried it to 


Ajrded, and putit into the Temple, neat their 
Idol Dagon, excellently reprefenting to us, by 
this their Sacriledgeand Profanation, the Crime. 
of thofe, who in the fame Heart endeavour to 
joyn GOD and Belial, and to make an Alli- 
ance between his Holy Worfbip and the Service 
of Devils But GOD by an illuftrious inftance, 
made it appear, that as heis not at all like, 
fo neither can he have any Communion with 
falle Gods. Dagon could not ftand his ground 
‘at the Prefence of the rk, and the next 
Morning they found the Ide! fallen on its 
face before it. The Mex of Afbdod being ex- 
treamly furpriz’d and troubled at this fhame- 
ful fall of their Idol, did their endeavours to 
rear up this Ged again, who was not able to do 
fo much for himfelf, and put him in his place 
as before; but the next day they had the 
affliction to fee their Idol caft down once 
more, without either Head or Hands. . 
Yet the Divine Vengeance did not ftop here, 
but paffing from the Jdol to the Idolaters 
themlelves, all che Inhabitants of Afbdod were 


- fmitten with a fhameful and dolorous Plague, 


in the moft fecret parts of their Bodies, at 


“the fame time that all the Fruits of their 


Country were deftroyed by a prodigious mul- 
titude of Micefent amongitthem. ‘This filthy 


-Plagwe,which hindred them from firing down, 


by reafon of the extream Pain they endur’d in 


that part; and which wasan admirable Figure 
of the fhameful and fecret Plagues of Sin,’ 
did fo affright and daunt the Mex of Apsdod, 


who were very fenjible, that whatthey fuffer’d 
was an effect of their Outrage done to the 


of it. 
rk; being in this refpet more happy than 


they, who (when they-are punifh'’d for their 
profanation of Holy things, are altogether in- 
fenfible, without taking’ any notice of the 
Hand of GOD, that {trikes them. 

The Philiftins therefore being no longer 
able to endure the Prefence of that GOD, 
whofe Power they had been made fo fenfible 
of, totheir great forrow, Tent the 4rkaway to 
other of their Cities; but finding that it ftill 
drew the fame Plagues along with it, and 
fearing in the end to be all deftroyed by it, 
aflembled their Prieffs and Divines, to give 
them advice what was beft for them to do in 
this cafe; who gave them a Counfel whereby 
GOD was glorified, by an Erernal Monument 
of his Vengeance exerted againft his Enemies. . 
They order'd them to fend back the ark with 
five golden Images of the Emrods, and as ma- 
ny of the Mice, wherewith the LORD had 
plagued them, according to the number of 
their Lords and Principal Cities, chat had been 
afflicted with thefe fore Judgments. 

Thus we fee, that the Divine Glory fhoze 
forth moft confpicuoufly on this occafion , who 
withsut the intervening of any human help,. . 
forced the Enemies themfelves to fet free the 
Holy Ark from the Captivity wherein it had 
been detained. The Foy they were feiz'd with, 
by finding themfelues Majters of it; was foo 
chang'd to extream Grief and Sorrow.; the pres 
fent Evils they lay under, making them ftill fear 
and apprehend greater, yea, utter and final ruiz 
and deftruttion. . 

We ought to learn fiom this Hiftory, that 
the Foy Men Jometimes have, from their being 
pofeft of that which indeed belongs to GOD, 
always proves @ very fbort ‘and ‘deceitful 
Joy’; and tho’ they may not ee the Plague, 
wherewith GOD fmites them, becaufe it is bee 
hind them, and in a part that is out of their 
view (as S. Gregory obferves) yet they muft not 
doubt, but that GOD will fooner’ or later avenge 
the abufe and profanation of that which is holy 
and confecrated to him by the Exemplary and 


“Bternal fhame and reproach of ‘thole who unjuftly 


have arrogated it, or made themfelves Maftecs 


‘ 
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THE ARK S&S 


J 
ENT BACK. 


r SAM. VI. 


The Philiftins fend back the Atk to Judea, to avoid the Plagues wherewith GOD 


had afflicted them. 


"T He Philiftins being no longer able to 
bear the Prefence of the rk of that 
G who inflicted 
The fame Tear 2888. Plague ypon Plague up- 
on them, followed the Advice of their Divi- 
“ners, which was not to fend ir away empty, 
bur with a Trefspaft-Offering, which by their 
Orders were 5 golden Emerods, and as many 
' golden Mice, according tothe number of the 
Lords of the Philiftines, tothe end that ye may 
be healed ; for one Plagze was on youall, and 
on your Lords: And they alfo ordered to be 
provideda new Cart, and two Milch-Kine to 
draw it, whofe Calves they fhut up at home 
from them ; to the end, that if the Kine( con- 
trary to their Natural inftin& ) fhould take 
_their way towards the Land of Irael, they 
might be affured from this fupernatural Vio- 
lence, that it was not by chance that thefe 
Plagues had followed them ;_ but that they 
were avifible effe&t of the Divine Power, who 
- had thus avenged the Prophanation of the 
dirk of bis Prefence. 

GOD was willing fo far to comply with 
their weaknefs, asto make thefe Beafts ( con- 
trary to the Natural tendernefs_they had for 
their Young ) to take the ftrait Way to Beth- 
foemefh, lowing as they went, which was an 
evident Token, that their Natural love to 

" their Young itill continued, but that it was o- 
veraw’d by Omnipotentce it felf. Thus they 
_ drew italong the High-way that led to Ju- 
deg ; and by this means became anadmirable 
_Kigureto all true Chriftians, teaching them, 
“That the only way to goto God, is by raifing 
ones felf above, and thwarting our Earthly At- 
_ fe€tions and Paffions. 
The Lords and Grandees of the Philiftins 
_ followed the 4rk; as being defirous to be Eye- 
witnefles of this confpicuous Miracle, and 
_ were’ ftruck with Admiration, when they 
faw the Kine fiop as foon as they were come 
to Beth{hemefh, which wasthe firft City of the 
Jews they met with on their way. 

The Inhabitants of this City were furpriz’d 
with extraordinary Joy,to fee the Arkreturn’d, 
as being the precious Pledge of the Divine 
Prefence amongft them, for the abfence of 
which all Jfracl had mourn'd for the {pace of 
7 Months, But alas! this their Joy was foon 
turned to Tears and Sorrow, when they found 


that this oly Pledge {pared the ews as little 
now, as before it had the Philiftins; for the 
Beth{hemites out of curiofity opening the Ark 
to pry into ic, the LORD imote them wich a 
great Plague, whereof no lefs than soo00 
died ; becaufe ( faith the Scripture ) they had 
looked into the Ark of the LORD. 

The horrour wherewith they were feized 
at this fudden deftru&tion, made them 
out with fear and trembling, whois able ro fland 
before this Holy L ORD GOD? Or, Where 
Jball we beftow this dreadful Pledge of bis Ome 
nipotent Prefence ? So they fent Melfengers to 
the Inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, to fetch 


the rk of the LORD the Pdiliftins had left . 


with them. 

They of Kiriath-jearim came accordingly, 
and fetch the .4rk of the LORD, and broughe 
it into the Houfe of Abinadab, onthe Hill of 
theirCity, where (being the place which GOD 
had chofen for its abode ) he did nor only not 
Plague that Country, as he had done the 
Philiftins and the Bethfhemites, but blefled 
them with all manner of Blefings ; making 
it apparent to alJ, that he ( of whom the 
Ark was a Figure) defires nothing more, than 
to pour forth his Favours and Benefits upon 
all thofe, that do not fome way or other op- 
pofe and turn their backs upon them ;. but 
withal, when his Juftice is provoked, he 
fhews the greatnefs of his Power, in the 
punifhment of fuch, who defpife and abufe 
his Goodnefs and Long-fuffering. 

The Bethfhemites feemced to honour the Ark 
by the great expreffions of Joy, wherewith they 
received it amongft them after its 7 Months 
Captivity ; but their Joy was a proud and 
vain Foy ; they gloried in their being the pof- 
feffors of this Sacred Pledge, without being 
careful bumbly to obey the Law of that. GOD, 
who thertce di{perfed his holy Oracles ; andwho 
ina fignal manner had imprinted the marks of 
his Divine Prefence spon it. 

Thus (faith S. Gregory) many drawing near to 
the Holy Eucharift with @ t00 bold Confidence, 
do perifh in the Sanctuary; becaufe by their care- 
lefuefs to examin themfelves, ard negletting 40 
come with a pure Soul to eat of the Lamb with- 
out blemifh, shy find their Death in that , 
which to the pure and worthy Receivers és @ 
Spring of Life. 
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The Defeat of the PbHflittins. 


Samuel facrifices and prays to.the LORD, The Philiftins are defeated by Thunder from Heaver 


“HE ftate- of Affairs in “Judea was fuch- 
as hath been fet down inthe foregoing. 
Relations; and GOD 
made it appear (by his 
sailing Samucl to Honour and great Authori~ 
rity) that when he is inclin’d to favour a .Peo- 
ple, the firft thing he does, is to fend them 
good Paffors and Goveruours. 


The fame year, 2888, 


to purfixe them, kill’d vaftnumbers,and -tora 
ly defeated them... 

Thus Samuel (by this Sacrifice which he 
offer’d to GOD, to reconcile him with his Péo- 
ple) reftor’'d tothe Jews their Peace and Liber- 
ty, and govern’d them afterwards with the 
care and love of a tender Father. But his old. 
Age put a ftop to the current of all this Pro- 


This foly Prophet finding himfelf animated Sperity he had procar’d for them; for Saruel’s 


by the Spirit of GOD, preach’d to all Irae, 


- seprefenting their Sins to them,and promiling 


them, that in cafe they would relinquifh and 
deftroy their Idols, and cleave to the LORD, | 
they fhould be happy and fuccefsful for the 
time to come, and that GOD would deliver 
them from the Tyranny of the Pbilistins. 
Whereupon they having declared, that they 
would follow his Advice, in aftually deftroy- 
ing the Idols of Baal and Ajbtaroth from a- 


* mongft them ; Samuel commanded them to 


affemble themfelves at Mizpeh, that he might 
pray for them there unto the LORD. 

The Jfraelites being met there from all 
parts accordingly, they kept 2 folemn Faf 
to the LORD, humbling themfelves ‘before 
GOD, and confeffing their Sins, Whilft they 
were engaged inthele Acts of Devoticn ,they 
were furprized with the News which was 
broughtthem, that the Philiftins had made an 
Inroad upon them, and were drawing near 
to give them Battel. te 

Thefe Enemies of GOD's People, ‘puft up 
with their former Succefes, and knowing, that 
the Jews were all affembled at Mizpeh, thought 


‘ they had now a fair occafion offered them to 


deftroy them altogether in one day’, and 
not knowing that GOD (who is the fole di-” 
fpofer of Victory) was reconcil'd to his People, 
at the Interceflion of Samuel, they made fure ” 
of the fame Succefs they formerly had a- 
gainft them. 

Samuel upon this unexpected Alarm, ‘and 
the earneft Inftinces of the Jews, that he 
would cry to GOD, to fave them from the 
Hand of the Philiftins, tooka fucking Lamb 
and offered: it for a Burzt-Ojfering unto the 
LORD, which prov’d fo acceptable to him, 
that thundring with prodigious Thunderclaps 
and Lighrnings upon the Philiftins, they were 


thereby ftruck into fuch a confternation, that 


they betook themfelves to figat in great con= 
fulion, andthe Jfraclites taking this occafion 


Sons degenerating from the godlinefs and wif* 

dom of their Father, aim’d at.nothing more, . 
than to fatisfie their Covetonfrzefs by. taking . 
Bribes, and perverting Judgment. 

From this ill adminiftration of his Sons, the: 
Jews took occafion to demand a King of Sa 
muel, that might govern them, like all other. 
Nations. Sanmuel’ was ex- . 
treamly troubled at this rc ce anes 
their demand ; and com- geuesfoad 
plaining. of. it to the  havinggevernd the 

ORD in Prayer, Hie an-- Jews :fincetiedéath 
{werd him, that the Jews SEL 21 years and 
by this demand had affron-  “” balf- 
ted him himfelf, by rejeSting him to be thteix 
King and.Sovereign ; but however, bade him 
do as they defired. Yet withal, he charged 
Samuel to fet before them how their new King. 
would.behave himfelf, and what Treatment 
they might expeét from his hands,tho’ nothing . 
‘of all this couldalter the Refolution-they had 


“fixed, to be like other Nations, let-it coft - 


them never fo niuch.. 

We are apt to admire (as the Fathers ob- 
ferve) that the Jews foould be fo befotted, as to 
prefer the Government of a Man, before thar: 


of GOD bimfelf, wherewith they were digni- - 
fred above ‘all other Nations of the World; and . 


‘yet at the fame time we do nor winder fo much, . 
to (ee Chriftians preferring the Devil te be their. 
Prince and Head, before Jefus Chrift dirnfelf 
whofe Members they are. For we fay often of 


‘our Saviour, as they in the Golpel did’; 


We will nor have this Man to reign over us : 
And on the other fide, roe very frequently tell the 


“Devil, not from our Mouths, but-our Hiearts.; 


Thou art our King, and we are thy Sué- 
jetts. We donot care to acknowledge or fubmit. 
our selves to the Empire of GOD over us; . 
for our Law, as well as thinz, is our own Will, 
and we do wot care to depend upon any thing bus. 


our febves, 
; f THE 
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x SAM. X, 


The Anointing of Saul. 
Samuel (by the Command of GOD) Anoints Saul to be King of the Jews. 


G OD having refolv'd to let the Jews 
have their Will, Saud waschofen their 
Ths fame Teer 2909. King after this manner: 
before Cirift, 1095+ Kifb his Father having loft 
his Afer, he fent his Son Seu! with one of his 
Servants to feek them ; but not mecting wich 
them after a long and tedious fearch, Seué 
was refolv’d to return home again: But his 
Servant having reprefented to. him, that there 
was a Man of GOD, that is, a Prophet, near 
the place where they then were, and that they 
fhould do well to confule him, for that pro- 
bably he would dire& them to find the Affes ; 
Saul confentedto his Advice. 
Accordingly Sau/and his Servant went t 

the City before them, to enquire for the Pro- 
phet ; and they were no fooner entred into it, 
but Samuel met them; the LORD having 
the day before told him, that about that time 
the next day he fhould meet with a Man, 
whom he was toanoint King over his People, 
Ifrael,as being the Perfon he had defign’d to 
be the Deliverer of his People, from the op- 
preffion.and violence of the Philiftins. 


As foon as Samuel faw. Saul, the LORD. 


repeated the {gme affurance to him, that He 
was the Man; whereupon Samuel invited Saul 
to dine.with him, and told him, that he muft 
flay with him that Night,wifhing him not to 


be concern’d about his Father's Affes, becaufe | 
after he had . 


they were already found. Saul, 
-Leen entertain’d by Samuel with all manner 
-of- Honour and Refpe&, was call’d up by him 
the next Morning by break of Day, and ha- 
ving accompanid him through the Gity, he 
bid Saul command his Servant to pafs on be- 
fore, for he had fomething from GOD to com- 
‘municatetohim. — - 


As foon as Samuel faw himfelf alone with fed above others; yea, even when they feem to - 


Saul, he took a Vial of O//and poured it upon 
his Head, and kifed him; adding, That what 
he had done was by exprefs Order of the 
LORD, who had chofenhim to be King over 
his People Jfrael, And for proof that what he 
had {aid was-true, he told him, That on his 
_ Way, near to.Rachel’s Scpulcher, he fhould 
meet with thofe, that would tell him that the 
Apes were found, and that his Father was no. 
more concern’d about them, but greatly 
grieved about his Sov, not knowing what was 


become of him ; and that foon after he fhould 
meet with a great number of Prophets, and 
fhould prophecy with them himfelf. 

This Man fo happy according to the Bye 
of the World, who in his fearching for Ayes 
had found a Kingdom, did not give the leaft 
hint co his Father of what had paft. But 
GOD willing to have him publickly declar’d 
King in prefence of all the People, ordered 
Samuel to appoint a General Meeting of them 
at Mizpeh. Whenthey were aflembled there, 
Samuel reprefented to them the great Evil 
they had committed in rejecting GOD; who 
had fo miraculoufly preferved and deliver'd 


. them, in defiring a King ; and bade them caft 


Lets, that they might know whom GOD had 
appointed to that Dignity. 

When they had caft Lots, the Lot fell upon 
the Tribe of . Benjamin, and in that Tribe, on 
Saulthe Son of Xifb: who having abfented 
and hid himfelf, was brought forth and de- 
clared King by Samuel ; who fhewing him to 
the People,told them, That the LORD had 
chofen him to be their King, who was the 
moft comely and tall Perfon of all J/rael. 

Saul being declas’d King, carried himfelf 
at firft with a great deal of Modefty and 
Humility ; but not long after he made it 
appear (and chiefly by the Sacrifice, he would 
needs himfelf offer to GOD, without flaying 
for Samuel, to whom that holy Funétion djd 
belong) that it is a.rare and difficult thing for 
Men te continuehumble,after they are arriv'd 
to the. higheft Pinnacle of Sovereign Power. 

The Fathers have always confider'd Saul, as 
the Figure of thofe who are chofen to high 


places either in Church or State, who ought. 


alway to tremble when they fee themfelves rai- 


have great Affurances, that GOD kimfelf calls 


them to thofe Employments, becaufe if once they 
lend an Ear to the Enticements of Pride and 


Ambition, without confidering, that they are | 


the Officers and Servants of that GOD, who 
refifts the Proud, be at laft rejects them, note 
withftanding the Choice he had before made of 
them, and takes that away fromthem, fince they 
are proud, which he had beftowed upon them,when 
they were bumble. 
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‘x SAM. XIV. [ 82] 103 
——- Jonathan and his Arimour-bearer. 


Jonathan, Saul’s Son (accompanied only with his Armour-bearer) goes 
into the Camp of the Philiftins, and puts them to flight. — 


AUL being eftablith’d King, and waging they were very faint for want of Mest, and 
S War againft the - Enemies of Ifrael, the tir'd with the hard purfuit after the Philifins, 
‘Anno Mundi 2grr.- Philifins gathered them- yet durft noteat any of -it, becaufe of the 
before Chrift 1093. ~: felves together. in great King’s Curfe: But Jonathan who knew nothing 
numbers to fight him. - Sex! on his part was of what had paft, forc’dby extream faintnefs 
not idle on this occalfion, but aflembled what and wearinefs, dipt.the end of a Rod he had 
Forces he could, to oppofe their-defigns : And in .his Hand into an Honey-Gomb; which he 
as both the Armies were encamped near one had-no fooner tafted, but he found himfelf 
another, after feveral Skirmifhes and Attacks, wonderfully ftrengthned and refrefhed.. 
Jonathan the Son of Saul took a moft Heroick - Inthe Evening, afcer they had: refrefhed 
Refolution,founded upon his ftrong Faith and and refted themielves a while, Soul made a 
Confidence in GOD; for having call’d his Propofal of falling again upon the-Philiftins 
Armourebearer, he communicated to him the by Night; butthought it advifeable, befcre 
defign he had formed of fetting upon the he undertook that Enterprize, to ask Counfel 
Philifiins, as being affured, that ic wasas eafie of GOD, as he did, but receiv’d no anfwer ; 
for the LORD to deliver by few as by many, from whence he concluded, that fome one or 
with whofe Blefing even a fingle Man might other of his rmy had provok’d the LORD, 
be fufficient to‘defeat a whole Army. and {wore, that. whofoever he was (tho’ it 

Asfoon as his Armour-bearer had declar’d were Jonathan himfelf) he fhould certainly 
himfelf willing and ready:to accompany him, die. Accordingly he order’d Lots to be caft, 
they both got up an high Rock, which was and the Lor fell upon Jonathan. 4 
between che Gamp of the Ifraelites, and that - Saul feeing his Son taken by the Let, de- 
of the Philifins; and -notwithftanding they manded of him what he had done? Jonathan 
were difcover'd by the Enemy, they boldly told -him, he had only tafted -a little Honey, 
ventured in the fight of them, to climb up and bemoan’d himfelf, that for fo fmall a 
another Rocky Precipice upon their Hands-and ‘matter he was to die ; but Saul-witha ftrange 
Feet, before they could come to their -Out- firmnefs perfifted in his Refolution of having 


‘ guards, whom they fell upon, and at the firft his Sox put to ‘death; becaufe he had been. the 


Onfet kill’d 20 of them ; which A&tion ha- means of hindring the total overthrow .of | 
ving alarm’d all the Camp, and GOD at the the Philiftins.. - ... es 
fame time fmiting them with Terror and But che People, who.were extreamly pleas’d 
Confufion, they turn’d their Arms each Man with this Heroick Undertaking .of Jonethan, 
againft his Fellow, routing and defeating fwore, they would never fuffer-him to be pur 
themfelves. _ * tadeath, by ‘wliom’ ‘GOD had wrought. fo. 
The noife of this their Confufion and Dif miraculous a Deliverance for them , ‘and.fo 
order being heard by the Jraelites ; Saul refcued him from.his.Fether’s Hands. . : 
made enquiry who was found wanting amongft — Th Hiftory (fay the Fathers): teacheth as, 
them : and being told that Jonathan. was ab- how dangerous a thing it is.to tafle never Jo 
abfent'he foon gueffed what had hapned, Jittl Honey ; that ss, the: Pleafures of - this 
and thereupon ‘made all the hafte he could to :World.;° and-to let our felves be feduced-by the 
purfue the Philiftins, and to finith a Vittory ‘fweetnes of rhem, after :the great and mira- 
his Sox had fo happily and couragioufly begun. culous. Victories we have obtain'’d againjt. the 
And tothe end he might the better husband Devils, who are here reprefented by the Phili« 
this happy opportunity of giving them a total ftins. - ae 3 ie PS 
defeat, and being fully avenged of them,:he - This Honey (faith St. Ambrofe) pleafeth. us 
curfed rhofe thac fhould eat: any thing until for the prefent, but at left brings Death with'it, 
the Evening, © °° - + gg Jonathan ‘would - have found by fad--Experi- 
The ifraelites foon after being.come into ence, if the greatnefs of his former Actions kad 
a Wood, where they. found ftore of Honey, tho’ not been-fufficient to obtain bis Pardon, GAG 
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AGAG S& 


} x SAM: XN:.: 


PARED. 


Saul (contrary to GOD's Command) [pares Agag. GOD ( by Samuel) denounces 
his Anger again bim. Samuel bimfelf kills Agag. 


LE Sins of the Amalckites being 
§ mounted to their Zenith, GOD (by the 
Enno Murdi 2930. Mouth of Sazuel) com- 
bfire Conift 1074.  mande Saul utterly to de- 
deftroy and exterminate that Nation, {paring 
neither Man, Woman, or Child, together with 
ail their Herds and Cattle, without faving any 
thing that did belong to them. Sas! having 
received this Command, marcheth againft that 
Mdolatrous People with an Army of 200000 
Aten, But inftead of fimply obeying this ex- 
prefs Command of GOD, he put an interpre- 
tation upon it fuitable to his Humour and 
Inclination ; for he gave way to the {paring 
of AzagKing of the Amalekites, and the beit 
and choiceft of their Flocks and Catzle; but 
every thing that was vile and refuse, that they 
utterly deftroy’d, and cut off all the People 
with the Edge of their Sword. 

GOD being provoked with this rafh and 
prefumptuous Difobedience of Saul to his 
-exprefs Command, order'd Samuel to go and 
declare to him in his Name, Thatit repented 
shim that he had elevated him to be Kizg 
sover-his People. At this Command of the 
-LORD's,Samuel was grieved, and cried to the 
-LOD all Night ; but early in the Morning he 
“wentto meet Saul, who was gone to Gilgal, 
‘to acquit himfelf of the Charge GOD had 
‘aid upon him; and was inform’d, that Sau! 
had caufed a Triumphal Arch to be eretted for 
this late Vidtory, the Glory whereof he had 
allied and ob{cured by his Difobedience and 
Rebellion. 

Saul having underftood, that Samuel was 
«coming towards him, went to meet him ; and 
after Salutation, told him, That he had per- 
-form’d the Commandment of the LORD: But 
Samuel seplying,ask'd him,Wahat meant then the 
bleating of Sheep, and thelowing of Oxen, which 
he beard? Saul an{wer'd him, That the People 
- had fpared the beft of the Flock and Cattle, for 
to offer them in Sacrifice unto the LORD. 

Bue that Aoly Prophet, enflam’d with a Die 

ine Zeal, veprefented to that proud Prizce, his 
former low Eftate, and the Favour and 

Bounty of GOD towards him, in raifing him 
to that high pitch of Sovereign Honour and 
Dignity ; and how, notwithftanding all this, 
he bad (for to ferve a bafe Intereit, and to 


comply with the People) ventur’d to difobey 
an exprefs and plain Command of GOD. He 
told him, what averfion the LORD had for 
fuch Sacrifices ; that an humble and refign’d 
Obedience was the thing he above all others 
requir'd of Man, as highly preferable before 
all Victims and Offerings; That Difobedience 
was like the Sinof Idolatry, becaufe he that 
follows hisown Will, fecs himfelf up for a 
God : And in conclufion affured him, that 
GOD had rejeéted him, and taken his King- 
dom from him. 

Saul being touch’d at thefe Words, confeft 
his Sin; tho’ this his Confeffion has always 
been Jook’d upon as a Figure of falfe and hy- 
pocritical Repentance, which is fo far from 
effacing Sin, that it encreafes it, and ftirs up 
the Angerof GOD, rather than his Merty, 
For this Prince, to fhew how little he was cone 
cern’d at GOD’s Anger, defired only this 
Favour of Samuel, that at leaft he would 
honour him before the People. Thus his Am- 
bition made it appear, how juft it was with 
GOD, not tomind his Hypocritical Confeffion; 
forhe who minds the Heart, found that of 
Saul, fill'd with a paffionate delire to be 
honoured of Medi. 

Samuel, after all this, commanded gag 
(King of the dmalekites ) to be brought 
before him ; and being pufh’d on by a faithful 
Zeal, to execute the Orders GOD had given, 
he himfelf hew’d gag in pieces before the 
LORD in Gilgal; thus by a holy and com- 
mendable feverity killing him, who had been 
the ruin of Saul, by the falfe Compaffion Ke 
had for him. 

Saint Ambrofe faith, That this memorable 
Example ought to teach the Paftors of tie 
Church, mot to make ule of a cruel Pity, and 
perverfe Tendernefs , sm paring the Sins of 
thofe who are committed to their Charge, here 
reprefented by the Amalekites , bur rather to 
imitate Samuel, who without doubt had « 
greater foare of Charity than Saul, but who 
at the fame time alfa was too char-fighted mt 
to know, that 1m flattering Sins by too much 
Indulgence, we deftroy Sinners ; and on the cone 
trary fave them, by healing the Wounds Sins have 
given them, by the jharp Remedy of fevere and 
earneft Repentance. ‘ 

DAVID 


CPine 
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-1,SAM. XVI. _T 
DAVID PLAYS 


Saul deing 4 
to play on 
him. 
AUL being rejekted of .GOD for his. Dif- 

obedience ; “G.0 D: made choice of a- 

AnnoMundt 2943¢ nother King to govern his 

before Cinft tozo. | People, and fent. Samuel to 

David temg «Gow © anoint. him ; and ..whea 

és ae Ageand - that-boly Prophet. reprefent- 

Pees - edto ‘fe LORD, that in fo 
doing he fhould: extreamly ‘enrage Saul, ‘and 
expofe himfelf to: che hazard: of being. kil- 
led by him; the LORD was pleafed to -put 
him into a way.fo to carry :the ~matter, as Sash 
might know nothing ~ of it. ‘He bade: him 
to take a Heifer with him,and goto. Bethlehem, 
and offer Sacrifice there, making that the . pre- 
text of his coming; +:and that .he- fhould. call 

Feffe.to.the Sacrifice, ane .of whiofe Sons he had 

pitch’d upon to be-Kiag: over: rae. © -0 
Samuel in-obedience'ta: this. Gommand be- 

ing come to Bethlelem, invites Jefe and his 

Sons to the Sacrifice; and. afterwards to:; feaft 

with hint. = tefehéing:come'to.the Feaft with 

his. feven-Sons, Somuck look'd upon them, one 
by one, as.fuppofirig-that one of ‘them Was to 
be Kiag over Jradl:ipftead of Saul.- But that 
holy Man foori found,’ that GOD fees not. as 
Man fees, nor judges -according to outward 


84 105 


J 
ON THE HARP. 


retted by GOD, is troubled with an Evil Spirit. He fends for David 
te'Harp 3 who by bis Harmony canfes the Evil Spirit to depart. from 


him. This Accident, which waS a juft :pu- 
nifhment of chis ingratgful and di obedient 
-King, and a fign that ere long he would be 
develted of the Royal Authority, prov’d the 
‘beginning of David's Elevation : For Saul 
eirig tormented with the furious Agitations 
-of the Evil Spirit, his Courtiers: and ‘Officets 
advis’d himto look out for a Man that was 
‘skilful in playing on the Harp, that the Evil 
Spirit beingforc'd to retireat the {weetnels.of 
that Harmony, he might be refrefhed ‘and 
come to himfelfagain. | 
_.. Enquiry being made for a Perfon fo quali~ 
fied, none was found more expert in that Art 
than David : and was befides of fo beautiful 
an Afpett, that as foon as Saul had feen. him, 
and felt the powerful effe&ts of his chayming 
Skill, indriving away the Evil Spirit’ thae 
tormented him, he conceiv'd a great Jove for 
‘him, ‘and preferr’d him to the place of: being 
his Armour-bearer. . - "eae aoe 
. . The Fathers look upon this Hiftory -as an ads 
mirable and lively Figutey reprefenting #0 ws 
how the true Minifters of the Church, pointed 
‘out by David, ought by the fweetne{s and energy 
of. their Words and Spiritual Diese ‘to calm 


appearance, but ‘¢: es the Heart. For Samuel theSouls that are toft and agitated by the vio~ 


feeing eiiob (the eldelt of Seffe’s Sons) 2 tall 
Man and of a.comely proportion,he concluded 
in himfelf, that he-wasthe Men that wasto be 
Kingover Irael, but GOD foon .informed 
him otherwile. © ete 

At laft, when aniongft thofe feven Sons of 
Feffe, he fail’d to find:the Man he was to a-. 
noint, he demanded of Jefe, whether thofe 
were all the Childres he had ?. who told him, 


‘lent Whirkwinds of Paflion. a teal 
' St. Gregory obferves , thas David fome years 
after this ftood in need of the fame bilp from 


Natlian the Prophet (in delivering. him ‘from 


:. theityranny of the Devil and Sin, by bis divine 


and fpivitual Remonfirances ) which he had 

only figuratively afforded Saul, in giving bins 

a fort and unitable. Jatisjattion and refrefh- 
- ment by his Jweet and harmonious touching 0 


he had one more, that was the youngeft of, the Harp ; which however powerful and charm 


them all, who’ kept: his - Sheep in the Field, 
Samuel with'd him immediately to fend for 
him, telling him, he would not fic down to 
eat till he was.come. 

As foon as David. was come, the LORD 
told Samuel, he was the Perfon he had ‘cho- 
fen; whereupon he took an Horn of Or and 
anointed him in the. midft of his ‘Brethren, 


and from that time forward, the Spirit of the | 


LORD came upon David, and departed from . 
d and:that Divine Harmony they comvcy to the 


Saul. This deplorable Prince being abandon’ 


by the Spirit of GOD, became immediately op 


feiz'd by an Evil Spirit, which caft him into 
furious Tranfports, and cruelly tormented 


ing it might be, yet was.not able to diffipate the 
black defign he had conceived to murther David, 
to whom be was fo much obliged. . 
The Plalms of this holy King and.-Prophet, 
are at this day of greater efficacy and "energy 
than his excelling Harmony then was: and 
Spiritual and well-difpofed {Souls, find them, @ 
“never-failing help on all occafions, ° For (as St. 
Auftin well obferves) nothing can be more powere . 
ful and charming than the Pfalms of David, | 


open and well purged Eas ; or more powerful to 
chafe Evil Spirits, and attrat the Holy Spirit 
of God. oO GO- 


106 (85 ] . 
GOLIAH SLAIN. 


1 SAM. XVI, 


David kills Goliah the Philiflin, a-Giant of a prodigious.Bulk, with o 


Sling, 
So waging War againft the. Philiftiny, 
and their Armies being encamped ‘near to 
s one another, Goliah (a Phi- 
liftin of a monftrous big- 
David beng about nefsof Body, and corre- 
23 years of Age. {ponding Pride and Infoe 
lence) came for forty daystogether, infulting 
over the Jraciites, and challenging them to 
fend forth a Man to fight with him ; telling 
them, it was betrer thus to finifh their Quar- 
rel-by'a fingle Combat, than.to hazard both 
the Armies ( and that if he'fhould chance to 
be ovefcome, the Philiftins would fubmit to 
them aiid be their Servants; as (onthe con- 
trary )iif hefhould have the better, the J/ra- 
elites tuft be theirs. But fuch was the vaft- 
nefs of the Body of this Grant, and his Arms 
and Warlike Accoutrements fo terrible, that 
the hardieft of the whole Army of Ifrael durft 
not take him up, and enter the Lifts with him. 
Ic was at the fametime, that Fefefent his 
Son David to his three Brothersthat were. in 
Saul's Army,.to bring them forme Provifons. 
As foon ashe -was cbme into the Camp, he 


Anno Mundi 2942. 
before Chrift 1062. 


faw this proud Giant, and finding himfelf 


powerfully animated and ftirr'd up with Zeal 


of that uncircumeifed Philifttn. 


ner of Expreflion, brought him before Saul, 
who comparing David (that was but a Strip- 
ling) with the bull: and ftrength of the Giant, 
would never have confented that he fhould 
hazard himfelf in fo unequal a Combet, and. 
under fuch feeming infuperable difadvantages; 
but that Devid told him, that he had already 
kill'd a Bear and @ Lion that came to devour 
his Sheep, and that he queftion’d not at all, 
but that the great and glorious GOD, who 
had deliver’d him from the Paws of the Besy 
and Lion, would deliver him out of che hand 
Saul overcome by the. force of Devid’s ‘Ar. 
gument,agreed to let him undertake the Com- 
bat, gitrding him with his ‘own Sword, and 
putting his Armour upon him ; but David 
finding himfelf cumbred with the weight of 
thefe Arms, quit them all ; and betook him- 
felf tohis accuftomed defence of.a Staff’ and 
Sling. Goliah feeing him draw near in this 
Equipage, was anne to:fee-himfelf -{o fer- 
ved, and ‘ask’d him, Whether he:took hint for 
a. Dig, that he came to fight him with:a Saf” 
and Sling, thteatning, he would give his Fijh 
to the Fowis of the Air,and the Beafts .of.. rhe 


for the Glory of GOD, fie demanded of thofe Feld: But David boldly anfwering him in: 
he met with, what would be'the Reward of che’ Name of his GOD, ran tomeet him, and 


him who fhould undertake to fight and kill 
thie prophane and proud Philiftin, who “had 


having: put a Stone-into his-Siing, he ‘fixed it 
in- the Phikftin's Forehead, who fell upon ‘his. 


taken tipon -fhim to defie the Yrmres of the Becéto the Ground, and then-ran. and. ftood. 
living GOD ? Who told him, that Se,.’be- upon the Philiftin, and cut off his-Head with 
fides the Royal Prefents and Inwnmities he his ‘own:Sword. The Philiftins terrified’ at 
would beftow upon him thatfhould kill the the death of their Ghampion,took their Flighe, 
Giant, would give him his Daughter to Wife. and the Jraelites purfuing after themi, fave 


Buthis Brethren hearing him talk -at_ this 
sate, reproached him for the Pride and Vani- 
ty of his Heart, and bade him, go look after 
his Sheep, which he had expos'd to: the rave- 


nous Beaffs of the Wildernefs, only to pleafe. 


his vain Curiofity to fee the Battel. But Dae 
vid finding in himfelf very different Motions 


from thofe of human Pride and Prefumption,- 


and inflam’d with a Divine Zeal,declar’d himn- 
_ felf-openly in the Army, that he was ready to 
fight that proud Philiftin, whom he did not 
fear at all. 
“As ‘Devid was talking at this rate with 
extraordinary Zeal and ‘Refolution , feveral 
ot the «4rmy minding his Words and man- 


them a-great overthrowjiand.returning {poil- 
editheir Tents. ae storie 
- This Vidlory is an admirable Figure! of ..ehe: 


Vitlory which the meck and humble Jefus has. 
obtain'd againft the: Angel of Pride. “The Faq. 


thers Lave alfo confider'd this Philiftin. as the 
Image of Pride, which is the Enemy the People 


of GOD ought 'to fear above all’ others, eas” 


tho’ they have already overcome Bears and Li- 


‘ons, that is the frongeft Lufts. They have alfo 


taken mtice, that this Enemy cannot be overa 
come with any human Arms, but with a Staff, 
which w # Figure of the Crofs of Jefus Chrift ; 
and a Stone, which is an Emblim of the fitm- 
nefs-and Omni porence of Baith. ; 

. DAVID 
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. put them upon David his Friend. 





: SAM, XVItl 186) x07 
 DAVIDs TRIUMPH, 


David having killed Goliah, the Jewith Women came forth to meet 
Saul and David, with Singing, and Dancing, and Inftruments of Mufick. 


Ts Joy and Surprize of the Jews at the afterto look upon David with extream ha- 
defeat of . Geliah hg iets a ehey aed a malice, Siem rill nee he had con- 
_- could not fuficiently ac- I er’d as the only Pesfon in his Kingdom, that 
Tre fame year 2943-5 ive neither the danger deferv'’d his Affection moft, and co whoa he 
from which they faw themfelves fo happily (in fome fort) ow’d his Crown.He complain’d 
deliver'd, nor the Courage of him who had highly of the bold Impertinence of his Sub- 
been the bleffed Inftrument thereof. King jefs, who attributed only the defeat of Thou- 
Saul began to enquire more particularly ‘who faydsto him,at the fame time when they ex- 
this wonderful Youth was; who was hisFa- toll’d David for having {lain his Ten Thoufands: 
ther, and to what Fomily-in Ifrael he be- andthe trouble and-diforder that this Pajfion 
longed ; : engaged him in from that time forwards to 
Jonathan the Son of Saul, who bad himfelf the day of his Death, may ferve as an excel- 
exploited fuch glorious Ations againft the lent Leffon to all the World, but more efpe- 
Philifins, was fo far from bearing a bafe En- cially to thofe who have Authority in the 
vy to this wonderful Sane who by:this Church, that they ought to fear nothing more 
one Viftory had dim'd the Luftre ofall his moft than Envy, tho’ unhappy Experience makes 
Heroick Actions,that on the contrary he con- it appear every day, (as S.Chryloftem obferves) 
ceived the greateft.4feftion for him, andlov’d That as nothing is more ordinary in the World, 
him as his own Seul ; and as a mark of his foit is alfo frequently found in the Church of 
entire and unparallel'd Love, he ftript himfelf Jefus Chrift. 
of his own Robe, Arms, and Ornaments, and The more that Men of large Hearts, and ge- 
nerous unbiaft Spirits /gealize themfelves, and 
” Neither were the People wanting to exprefS fhine forth in great a glorious Graces.and Acti= 
the admiration and-high efteem they had for ons, the lefs can we endure them ; and ‘the luftre 
David ; for as he return’d. from the defeat of of their Virtues Jeorches fome, at the Same time 
Goliah, cartying his Heed in one Hand, and that it enlightens and cherifoeth others. Menare 
his Sword in the other, the Women of Ifrael apt to look upon thefe brave Souls as their Ene- 
came forth in multitudes to mect him, and mies, and endeavour to deftroy and ruin them for 
honour his Triumph with Singing and Dan- no other Crime, but their being guilty of mone, 
cing , and all Jafruments of Mufck,’ repre. and for living irreproachably in the World. 
fenting to us (by thefe tranfports of their Joy) - But great reafon have fuch as thefe to come 
thofe Praifes which the. Churches reprefented fort themfelves in the unjust Perfecutions of their 
to us by thefe Jemifb Women, fhould one day Adverfaties, forafmuch as they not only have 
‘ve unto. the LORD Jefue Chrift, to honour the <Approbation of all good and pious Men, 
is Vidtory and Triumph over the Devil. who not being blinded or biaft by Paffion, judge 
Neverthelefs this Zrismph ( which was but of things as they are in themfelves, and accords 
a jut acknowledgment of theSalvation David ing to their juft value: bat alfo the favour and 
had wrought fer all Ifrael) was the beginning good will of GOD, who is the Patron and Pro- 
of his Sufferings, and had lik’d to have prov'd feffor of vertuous and gracious Souls ; and who 
fatal to him, if by his Prudence and GOD's atthe fame time that they mect with ewvious 
Care over him, it had not been prevented. haters and pyre does highly exalt them 
For the Women in their Songs of Joy declaring, in the effeem of others,who honour V ertue where- 
That Saul had kilf'd bis Thoufands, but David foever they meet with it, and re{pett it by fo 
his Ten thoufands, did fo irritate and provoke ‘much the more, as it is perfecuted and’ oppreffed 
that proud Prince, and fo pofleft him withJea- dy the Wicked and Ungodly ; as ‘knowing that 
loufie, that inftead of imitating the generous GOD will in his due time, fooner or lager, crown 
Motions of his Son Fonathan, he abandon’d «ff shofe that fuffer for Righteoufnefs fake. 


himfelf to cruel Envy, which made him ever 
| i O:2- SAUL 


¥08 


[ 87 ] 
Saul defigus the Death of David. 


SAM. XVII, 


Saul full of Malice againft David, throws a Javelin at him, ashe was playing before bins on Gis Harp. 


AUL's Envy againft David encreafing 
daily, he thought of nothing more now, 
than how he might beft 
rid himfelf of a Perton,who 
was a continual Eye-fore to him: As David 
on the other hand) who was very fenfible of 
his defigns, wasnot wanting to make ufe of 
all his Prudence, to avoid the Snares which 
that Princelaid for him. 

n atime when the Evil Spirit from the 
LORD was upon Saul, and David playing on 
his Harp before him, he with all his might 
thicw a Jauclin athim, with defign to have 
firuck him fait to the Wall; but David, who 
was always upon his guard, or rather, who 
bad the LORDalways watching over him, e- 


Anno Mundi 2943, 


difappojnted of his Aim, apply’d himfelf to 
other ways of contriving his ruine He was 
oblig’d by his Promife to give his Daughter 
to David, asa Reward of his having kill’d 
Goliah ; but his Envy and Hatred made him 
to negleét his Promife, and beftow his eldeft 
Daughter Merab upon another. 

However (fometime after) being inform’d 
that Michal his fecond Daughter loved David, 


he was very well pleafed with it, andtold Da- | 


vid, that tho’ indeed he had married his eldeft 
Daughter to another, yet he had not fo forgot 
Kis Promite, as not to intend ftill to make 
him his Son: Which Propotal David receiv- 
ed with a great deal of fubmiffion and humi- 
lity, reprelenting his mean Condition, and how 
unworthy he wasto be the King’s Son-inelaw. 
But Saul, who aim’d at nothing in this Pro- 
pofal of a Marriage betwixt David and his 
Daughter, but to have.a fair opportunity to 
make away with him , told David, That ke 
was very. well farisfied of bis worth, and that 
he would not ave him think of providing a 
Dowry for bis Daughter, who bad enough : 
only if be would be plealed to exprefs the Ree 
gard he Lad for bis Sovereign, and the Love he 
bid for his Miftrefs, by prefenting him with an 
hundred Boreskins of the Philiftins, it would a- 
bundantly fatifie him, and should be al the Dow~ 
ry he would. require of him, . 
David,tho’ he. was not fo ftupid, as not to 
Receive, that all chis was levell’d only at his 
ruin, accepted of the Condition very readily, 
and making an excurlion with his Regiment 
upon the Parliftins, kill’d 200 of them, and 
deliver’d their Forecszins to the King, being 


daublé-thenumber he had requis’d. of him i. 


sap the blow and fled. Saul teeing himfelf. 


and thereupon was married to Michal hig 
Daughter. 

Saul in the mean time perceiving that what- 
ever he defign’d for David's ruinand deftru- 
ion, turn'd to his great glory and advan- 
tage, was ftrangely enraged,, and endeavour’d: 
again to ftrike him through with his Javelin, 
as hewas playing before him: but David 
happily avoided the ftroke and fled, as.before, 
Jonathan feeing his Father thus vehemently 
bent to kill David, did his utmoft endeavour 
by foft Perfwafives and moving Arguments, 
to change the. Heart of his Father towards him, 


but all in vain; for not, long after, nothing. 


being able to fatisfie his Rage but David's 
Death, he fentarmed Men to befet his Houfe 
in the Night, in order to kill him the nexe 
Morning ; but Michal his Wife, who loved 
him as well as her Father hated him, let him 
down through a Window, tomake his efcape ; 
and when the Men came that Seulhad fent to 
kill him, they found poning in his* Bed, but 
an Image Michal had laid thereto deceive 
them, and give David time to get fo far out 
of Town, that they might not be able to o- 
vertake him. | 

David having efcaped this Danger, came 
to Samuel, who upon.his coming retired to 
Naioth, where they dwelt together. But Saul 
being inform’d, that Devid was gor to Sa 
mucl, fent Meflengers to fetch him thence: 
who as foon as they came amongft the Pro 
phets that were with Samuel, the Spirit of the 
LORD came upon them,: and they prophefied. 


Saul wondring that none of the Officers he had. 


fent to take David, ‘return’d to give him any 
account of the matter he had charg’d them 
with, was refolv’d to go and fee what mighe 


be the reafon of it, and to do-that himfelf 


which his Officers had been backward or neg- 
ligent in ; but he alfono fooner.came amongft 
the Prophets, but he-prophelied likewife » and 
fo. return’d without harming David. 

Saul made it appear, by the Sruftration of 
all his. defigns againft- David, that the moft 
powerful Men in she. World can no farther. 


make ufe of their Power, than as GOD permits, . 


who when he pleafes fers bounds to ther Violence, 
and fiops them in the mdf of their furious Ca- 
reer, and with a wonderful facility. delivers thofe 
he has a mind to-fave, from the handy. of Men, 
either. by making.them love thofe he favours, as 
Jonathin, or w.able to hurt them, as Saul. 
DAVID. 
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XX. — -£ 88 J 
DAVID AND JONATHAN. 


109 


Jonathan perceiving the obftinate hatred ‘of his Father Saul againft. David, advifes him tp retire 


. from the Court. 
ONATHAN, 
ceiv’d his Fathers bitternefs agent Deus 

‘ ut however hoped, that 
Anno Mundi2944- = "Time and his Abfence 
might allay it, and infpire him. with milder 
thoughts, advifed David notto think.of leav- 
ing the Court for good and all, till he had 
better founded his Fathers inclinations to- 
wards him. To this end.ic was agreed between 
them, that David fhould abfent himfelf from 
the Kings Table, on the Feaft of the New Moon, 
at which time all his.Offcers did ufe to Dine 
with him;: when Saul feeing Davids place 
empty, would not fail to enquire for him, 
and by his Carriage would give them fuffici- 
ent notice, how he ftood affeéted towards him. 
Which hapned accordingly, for Saul ( up- 
on Davids abfence from the Fraft) was trani- 
ported into fucha Rage, that Jonathan could 
not but conclude, that he had formed a refor 
lution to kill him: Whereupon he went and 
snformed David of all thathad paft, and ade 
vifed him to efcape for his Life. ;. and fo thofe 


dear Friends, after they had {worn a_ perpe; 


tual Amityto one another, parted, Jonathan 
returning to the City: But David finding 
himfelf in this defolate condition, Went to 
Nob, to Ahimelech the High Prieft, and told 
him, that the King having charged. him with 
fome urgent Affair, he was oblig’d to depart 
in fo great hafte, that he had no time to 
take necefflary Provifions with him, and 
therefore defired him to give him a. few 
Leaves for himfelf and his Company. 
Abimelech having no other Bread at hand , 
but thie Shew-Bread confecrated to the LORD, 
gave him as many of them ashe delired, and 
heftowed upori himalfo the Sword of Goliah ; 
but this Kindnefs of his coft him his Life ; 
for Doeg the Edomite, one of Sauls Officers , 
who had feen David with Abimelech , took 
occafion to tell Saul, as he was complaining, 
that not only all his Subjeéts, but even his 
Son Jonathan alfo, favoured David his Ene- 
my ; how Abimelech had entertained. David, 
whereby he gave occafion to Saul, to. make 
his Memory execrable throughout all Ages, 
by an unheard of Gruelty and Sacriledge ; for 
having fens for Ahimelech the High Prieft, who 
fully juftified himfelf, by protefting, that he 
knew nothing of any Enmity there was be~ 
tween the..Kg and his Son-ii-Law 5 


who with great grief per-- 


juftice-of his Defence was notable torefcue: 
him from Saul's fury, who commanded him 
tobe killed, which wasaccordingly perform’d 
by Doeg the Edomite, who belides Ahimelcch, 
flew fourfcore and five Priefts of the LORD. 
David in the mean time ( to fecure himfelf 
from Saul’s fury ). put himfelf under the Pro- 
tection of Achijb King of Gath, where the. 
Fame and Reputation of his former great 


“A@ions had like to have been the caufe of his 


Death ; for being told by his Officers, that 
the Perfon he fo kindly entertain'd was Da~ 


-vid, who had atchieved {fo great things againft 


David as 2 Figure of Jefus Chrift, hoje 


but the picted Punishments upon ot hers. 


his Subjeéts, was refolv’d to kill him, if Da- 
wid by feigning himfelf Mad, had not efcaped 
the Danger : So that this appearing folly. of 
David was indeed a moft refined piece of Wif- 
dom, whereby he fav’d himfelf from the im- 
minent danger.of Death that threatned-him. 
The Fathers. in. this refpet’ have at 
Life 
and Death feems to Worldly Eyes nothing but 
meer Foolifhnef# ; and’ Chriftians alfo ("in imi- 
tation of their LORD and Matter ) have not 


been afbamed to appear Fools to the Eyes of Men, 


when yet they were atted by the Wifdem-of GOD ; 
as knowing that the Foly the World accus 
them of , was. the true Wifdom ; and that the 
Wifdom. of the World, was: the height and 
top: of all Folly. eee 

The horrid and’ excerable Cruelty of Saul in: 
murthering Ahimelech the High Prieft, with 
all his Family, and all the Priefts of Nob, roge- 
ther with their Wives and Children, their __ 
Flocks and Cartel , us @ pregnant inftance of 
the terrible condition of -thofe Men who for their 
Sins are deprived of the Spirit of GOD, ‘and 
inftead thereof are wholly atked and guided by 
the Evil Spirit, who is @ Murtherer from the 
beginning ; for fuch as thefe being depriv'd of 
the reftraining Grace of GOD, fall-from one 
Sin to.another, and proceed from one abomina- 
tion toa greater, till they. fil up the MeaJure 
of their Iniquity, and til the Earth be ino lon- 
ger able to bear them, and they become a bure: 
then 19 themfelues; as we find it hapned to- 
this wicked King, who was always @ torment to 
himfelf, and verror to others, and who at length 
forfaken of GOD and Men, defperately became 
his own Exccutioner, inflifting a juft panifb-- 
ment upon bimlelf , for having fo unjuftly. ine- 


Ae 


iN BIGAIL ENTE 


[89] | ..a SAM. XXvV, 
RTAINS DAVID. 


_ Abigal the Wife of Nabal, by her kind and difcreet Behaviour, appeafeth David's Anger. 


“PEE life David was fain to lead, after 
that Sax! had declar’d him his Enemy’ 
Anno Mundi 294 5- was very fad and deplo- 
before Chrift rog9. table, being forc’d to flee 
from one Mountain to another, and from one 
. Cave to another to hide himfelf, ftill finding 
every where thofe that were ready to betray 
him; to the end , that being by all thefe 
” Toils and Troubles prepared, he might be af- 
terwards the fitter to wear a Grown, and more 
humble than Saul, who without any forego- 
ing fufferings or hardjhips had been exalted 
to that Royal Dignity. - 
One of the greateft Troubles David found 


an excellent Beauty and Temper, and who 


was as wife as her Husband was brutifh and 


ftupid, being inform’d by one of her Servants, 
what an unworthy reception her Husband had 
given to David's Men, made hafte to go and 
meet him, and addrefled her felf to him with 
fo much fubmiffion and prudence, that her 
Behaviour, and the Prefents wherewith fhe 
backed her Difcourfe, did allay and calm Da- 
vid's Anger, and made him ferioufly-to refle& 
upon the horror of the Faé& he was then go- 
ing to commit, had henot been happily ftopr, 
by means of this incomparable Woman. 

Abigail having thus obtain’d her Requeft 


in this his Vagabond flate, was the care that of David, according to her hearts defire, and 


Jay upon him to provide for the fix Hundred 
Men that always accompanied him: Where- 
fore having lately efcaped the hands of the 
Ziphites, who intended to betray himco Sexi, 
he thought of providing fome Refrefhments 
for himfelf and his Men, who had been mi- 
ferably haraffed with Marches and Countermar- 
ches for many days ‘together; and to this 
end, fent ten Men to Nabal, a rich and 
Anno Mundi, 2947. 
being the year wherein 
Samuel dred, being near 
100 years of Ufge. 


having overcome him, whom his Enemies ne- 
ver could, return’d to her Houfe with Joy and 
Satisfa&tion ; but made no mention at all to 
her Husband of what had paft, becaufe the 
found him wholly overcome with Drink, ha- 
ving kept a great Feaft that day upon the 
account of his Sheep-fhearing ; wherefore fhe 
refolv’d not to communicate the thing to him 
till Morning ; at which time Nabal under- 


wealthy Man, but of ftanding the danger he had expofed himfelf , 
a bruitifh and infup- to, and all his-Family, by his brutifh Chur- 
portable Temper; who Jifbnefs, was feized with fo great a fright and 
having reprefented to amazement, that ten days after he was ftruck 


-him (in the name of their Mafter, ) that all with Death by a Judgment from GOD, who 


the while that he and his Men had been in his 
Neighbourhood, they were fo far from doing 
any hurt, that they had been a guard and de- 
fence to his Servants, Shepherds, and Herdf- 
men, and therefore defired him (at this good 
and Feftival time of his Sheep-fhearing ) to 
fend him and his Men fome Refrefhments 
as he fhould fee good. 

Nabal having heard this Propofal made to 

him in the Name of David, anfwered them 
very infolently, That he knew not who this 
David was they talked of ; but that be knew 
there were abundance of Fugitive Servants a- 
broad, who being run from their Mafters, would 
jain have their Extravagance fupplied by the 
Sweat and labour of other Men; and that for 
his part they muft expett nothing from him spon 
luch an account. ‘ 

_ Davidbeing inform’d of Nabal’s Reply, was 
feiz'd with a ftrange Indignation,at this infup- 

ortable Affront, and immediately having girt 
fis Sword about him, commanded four hun- 
dred of-his Men to follow him, with a forward 
refolution to kill him and all-his Family. 

But bigail, Nabal’s Wifeya Woman of 


avenged David more innocently, than he 
could ever have avenged himfelf. 

David being infosm’d of Nabal’s Death , 
fent fome of his Men to acquaint Abigail with 
the defign he had to take herto Wife; to 
which ber Modefty refifted for fome time, as 
judging her felf unworthy of that honour ; 
bur this refiftance of hers ferv’d only to make 
it appear, that fhe now déeferv’d that for her 
Humility and Modefty, which before fhe had 
edad by her Wifdom and Prudence ; and 
thus fhe became the Wife of'a Prince, in the 
appeafing of whofe Anger, fhe had a while 
before fer us an excellent Pattern, How we 
ought to endeavour with Humility, Sweetnefs, 
and fubmiffion, to calm and appease the Anger 
of Kings, even tho’ it be unjuft; as David (on 


the other hand) in letting fall bis Anger upon 


the Remonflrance of a Woman, « a great Exe 


ample for Princes, not to think it sheir glory * 


to accomplifh their violent Refolutions, or fup- 
pofe it unworthy for Crowned Heads to give wa 
to Reajon, or to break @ defign, to which they 
have been hurried on by violent Paffion. 


DAVID . 
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«SAM. XXVIL 


7 E90} 
DAVID SPARES SAUTE. 
GOD delivers Saul into. Davids bands, whonotwithf 


Tia 


anding.does bins no harm, only - 


contents bimfelf: to take away bis Spear and Crufe. 


S@ perfecuted: David with that a 
that to compafs his ruin, he rais'd ‘the 
The fame year2947- Forces of..his Kingdon , 
before Chrift 1057. coming to the -‘Wil- 


dernefs of Ziph, where he liad heard that De- 


vid was, encamped himfelf there with .a ‘res 


folution: to take ‘him, - whatfoever it might 
coft, -his Envy repréfenting him.as the worft 
and.moft formidable of all his Enemies. 


Devid in the.“mean time, having fent out. 


his Spies, who brought:him an. account, that 


Saal himfelf was in :the:Camp,:he thereupon - 
went himfelf: and took:a View of Saul’s. dr-- 


my, andthe ‘place of dis and.Abmer's Ment ; 
which-after he had well-obfervid, taking. 4+ 
bifhai (iFoad's ‘Brothét:):along: with him, he 
camedown tothe Camp, and. found Sasi:and. 
Abner, Saul's Geneval,'tagether with .alf his 
Officers and : Seldiers,-in:a deepwdleep, as -be- 
ing in purfuit of:an Enemy, from whofe hands 
they feared nothing, ‘thé David..atthe fame 
time had great reafon to fear all from: theirs. 
Abifbai feemg fo favourable aw opportunity 
offered, for David torid himfelf ac once of 
all his ‘roubles, and:to fer .the Crews. upon 
his own Head, carneftly entreated him to give 
him leave to - kilt :Saui,:whim GOD _had..fo 
providentially delivered iritohis hands ; but 
David refpecting im his Enemy the. holy Oint- 
ment, wherewith hetad: been “Anointed King. 
over Irael, by fpeeml Command from the 
LORD, would not fuffer Abifhai to torich him; 
contenting himfelf to :take. away his Spear 
_and Crafe.of Water, that ftood at his. Beds= 
head'as‘he lay:afleep: : es 


This done, David being return’d ‘to ohis , 


Men, :called witha loud: Voice to éner, the. 
Captain. of Saul's.Guards, and teproached . to 
him and the whole Army their: negligence in 
keepingtheir King; telling them, they had 
deferved to be punifh’d -with Deach for this 


their Carelefnefs; andatthe fame time fhew-- 


edthem the Kings Spear he had taken from 
his Beds-fide, whilft they flept. Sex. awaking 
with the Noife,.and hearing David's Voice, 
called him his Son, and fpake to him witha 


ted'to-him the Ianocence. of his Behaviour to= - 
wards:him, :telling. him,.that if the:LORD 
had ‘ftir'd him up againft him, he fhould hope 
to appeafe him. with an Offering ; but if they 
were Men that:provok’d him to this perfecu- 
tian and purfuing.of him, whereby he was - 
drivén fromthe LORD's Inheritance and his - 
Senftuary, that they were accurft for fo doing.. 


' . ‘Sasl-had nothing to anfwer. to thefe jut. 


Complaints of David, but openly -confelfed : 
his:Sin in-what he. had:done, and acknowe 
ledged his Folly ; affuring him, tharhe might: 
recurn‘to. his-homewhen he pleafed, for that. 
he swas‘refolved:never more to feek:afver him; 
to do himany harm. _Devid hereupon shew- 
td the Kingshis:Spear, cand defired. him: to - 
fend fome one to . fetch it; concluding with : 
this with, that GOD :( who renders‘to. ‘every. 
one according.to his. Works,) would be pleafed : 
to let. his Life be .as precious in-his £yes; as 
the Life of Saul had been in his, whom he:had. 
fpared, when. G-O.D délivered him into his - 
hands ;.and that in his dué time he would :bé - 
pleas'dto deliver hint from all his Tribula. - 
tions. Coe 
. sd the Fathers bighly commend and -extalsbia: 
extraordinary. goodnejs and {weet temper of -Das- 
vid. S. Ambrofe is. wrapt in ddmiration.to fee a - 
Mim, whe.withone blow could rid himfelf.of-amor<- - 
tal. Enemy, fecure hisown Life, and gaina Crown, - 
nefifting all the firong Reéafons. of: bis. friend to:de 
it, elpectally.confidering, that be might ‘havedene 
tt without being perceived by any, and choofing ra< 
ther to continue in daily trouble and jeopardy of bie - 
Life, thanto procure his Eafe. at that rate: . 
And that whith doubles.the glory. of: this’ 
Attion: is, that David could not expect. fram 
Saul the leaft- Acknowledgment . for. this. his 
ftrange.and afteni{bing Kindne]s, as. having zbue- 
@ little while before had.a pregnant infance 
hereof, when ‘coming up. Saul unawares, and 
without being. perceived by him, he cut off the . 
Skirt of bis Robe, withoxt doing him any furs - 
ther harm,. when it was'in bis power to-kill. him. 
For thé Sat) at that time owned David's Gene - 
rofity and Innocence, the evidence of Fatt: fore - 





See —— | great deal of feeming Tendernefs. Where- cing that Confefion from hins for the prefent, yet 
Frey ford: upon David took occafion ( with the greateft foon after. hereturn'd again to his wonted heat‘and : 


Sy eae et CCE ; sal res fubmiffion) to demand of Saul, wherefore he eagerne{s, in purfuing of him, and thirfting af - 
4 Fe De Meets Pe Get CLe712072 » oe ar . purfued one of his faithful Servants, with fo ter bis Blood... 
Far adsanceicitof thir Worke. Coretvdbrited cher Plate ». 
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much Animofity and Violence ? He reprefen- 
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[or] | __. x SAM. XXx. 
Davin’ flies for Refuge to Ming Ache. | 
_ The Amalekites (poil and barn Ziklag, in the abfence of David; who being ie 


form’d what bad pafty overtakes, routs them, and recovers the Spoil. 


D AVID perceiving that the hatred Saul 
had conceiv’d againft him, was irre- 
Anno Mundi 2949 ~—«concilable, refolved: to 
before Chri 1055. provide for his fecurity 
by retiring out of his Dominions, and accor- 
dingly went with the 600 Men that were with 
him, to Achifo King of Gath, who very kind- 
ly received him, and at his requeft frankly be- 
ftowed upon him the City Zik/ag. But this 
kindnefs of Achifb had like to have brought 
David into great Trouble ; for the Philiftins 
at the fame time defigning a War againft Saul, 
Achifo would needs engage David to accompae 
ny him in that Expedition, and to fight for the 
Philiftins againft his own Prince and People. 

But GOD,who with his favour and good will 
always accompanied David, by a happy de- 
cident deliver’d him from the perplexing trou- 
ble of being forc’r, either to take rms and 
fight againft his own Countrymen the Jews ; 
or in cafe of his Refufal, to falla Victim to 
the rage of Achifb, for the LORDS and great 
Men amongft the Philiftins, fearing that David 
being a Jew, mightinthe Fight take occafion 
to betray them, or at leaft to run over tothe 
Enemy, and thereby difhearten their rmy, 
defired Achifh to make him return to Zék/ag. 

But Achijb had entertain’d fo good an opi- 
nion of David, that he excufed him to the 
LORDS of the Philiftins; afluring them, 
that now for fome years he had experience of 
his Faitbfulnefs, and that they had no reafon 
to fear any fuch Treachery by him ; but the 
LORDS perfifting in their former Refolution, 
oblig’d Achifhto defire David to return, who 
difmift him with very high Commendations, 
and Affurances of the good Opinion he had 
of him, and that he was troubled, to fee 
that his LORDS without any reafon did dif- 
guft and fufpeé him. 

This perplexity being overpaft, another ac- 
cident hapned upon the neck of it, which caue 
fed a moft fenfible Sorrow and Affli&tion to 
David, and all that were with him: For 
. whenthey were come to Ziklag, they found 
the City burnt with Fire, and all their Wives 
and Ghildren, and all that they had, carried 
away by: the malekites. David and his Men 
being equally -fharers in this fad Misfortune, 
were overwhelmed with grief and forrow, 
_ Weeping and lamenting till they were able to 
weep nolonger; and, to increafe David's di- 


ftref, the Men that were with him, in thedef- - 


pair and bitcernefs of their Spirits, for the valu- 
ablelofsthey had fuftained, {pake of ftoning 
him,as if he had been the caufe of this Difafter. 
- Yet notwithftanding all this David was not 
caft down, butcomforting himfelfin theLORD 
his GOD, who had fo frequently and fo mi+ 
raculoufly deliver'd him from fomany immi- 
nent Dangers, he took courage, and calling 
to Abiathur the High Prief, to bring the 
Ephodto him, he. enquired of the LORD, 
whether he fhould purfue the dmalekites ? 
andif fo, whether he fhould overtake and 
conquer them? The Diwine Oracle having 
affur'd David of good fuccefs, he marches in 
purfuit of them with al] his Men ; but 200 
of them were fo faint, for want of Refrefh- 
ment, beingtired with continual marching, 
andcaftdown with forrow, that Devid was 
fain to leave them by the way, the other 400 
following him, in hopes to overtake thofe 
Robbers. 
On their way they happily lighted on an 
Egyptian , the Amalekites had left behind 
them, being one of their Servants, who in- 
formed David which way the malekites were 
gone, and guided him to the place where they 
were.f{pread abroad upon the ground, eating, 
drinking, and dancing, becaufe of the great 
Spoil they had taken out of the Land of the 
Philiftins, and out of the Land of Judah, 
So David and his Men fell upon them, and 
killed every Man ofthem, except 400 young 
Men, who fled upon Camels and made their 
efcape; and took’ all the Spoil they had ta- 
ken, fo that nothing was wanting to any of 
them, of all they had left in Ziiag; over 
and above which, they took a great Booty from 
them, which they had plundered elfewhere. 
But fome of Davids Men being unwilling to 
let the 200 Men that ftaid- behind, fhare wich 
them of their Spoils, David reproved them, 
andtoldthem, That it was all the reafon in 
the World, that thofe who kept the Baggage, 
Should foare alike with thofethat went to Fight. 
Which Example may be a comfort to thole that 
are weak and feeble inthe Churchof GOD ; be- 
caufe as long as they continue ving Members of 
that Body, they fhare and partake of the Graces 
and Advantages of all the other Members, as being 
all of them but one Body under Chrift oe heat 
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4SAM. XXXII. 


[ 92 ] 


153 


Saul and Yonathans Defeat and Death. 


avounded be falls upon his own Sword, 


T prov’d well for David, that_the Lords 
of the Philiftins would not fuffer him to 
go along with them to 


. Oe th. =~ hight againft Ifrael, be- 
Death of Samuel. caufe Saul and his Sons 


being to fall in that Fighr, he might other- 


wife have beenlookt upon as a Complice of 


the Philiftins, and Acceflory to their Death, 
and particularly to Jonathan's, whom he loved 
fo dearly. 

This unhappy King being forfaken by the 
Spirit of GOD , was feiz'd with a prefaging 
Fear and Trembling at the approach of the 
Philiftins Army, and having feveral ways en- 
quir’d of the LORD concerning 


the Bartel, without receiving any Anfwer, he 


as one mad and defperate, addreffes himfelf 


to the Devil, for that which he found he could 
not obtain from GOD ; and notwithftanding 
the fevere Lows he had made againft Witches, 
went himfelf now to confult them. 

On this defign, having difguis’d himfelf, he 
goes (being accompanied only by two of his 
Servants) by Night to a Witch, and prays her 
to raife up Samuel before bim. Butthe Witch 
(at the appearance of Samuel) perceiving that 
ic was King Saul, who was come to her in 
that difguife, and not doubting but that he 
was come on purpofe to betray her, and have 
an occafionto condemn her in conformity to 
the Law he had made againft thofe of her 
wicked Profeffion, wasforely affrighted; but 
being affured by Sauls Proteftations to the 
contrary, fhe proceeded to gratifie his defire. 

of her the Habit and 
Form of the Perfon the had rais'd, and being 
told by the Witch, that he was an Old Man 
cover’d with a Mantle, perceived that it was 
Samuel, and. bowed himfelf with his face to 
the ground. But Samuel witha dreadful Voice 
asked Saul, why he had difquieted him, an 
raifed him by Magick Art ; feeing the LORD 
had forfaken him, and was now with David, 
who was to Reign in his ftead? He told him, 
that this was the very time GOD would 
his denunciations againfthim, rend his King 
dom from hitn, and deliver him into the 
hands of the Philiftins, and that the next day 
he and his Sons fhould be with him. 

Samuel at. thefe words difappeared 


Saul havin enquir’d 


» and 


the Event of 


d in the Old Teftament,. 


Gaul’s Army is defeated: Three of bis Sons are tain in the Battle, and being fore} 


and kills himfelf. 

Saul ftruck with the horror of this denuncia~ 
tion, and the terrors of a guilty Confctence, 
fell down flat to the ground. The Woman 
feeing him in this condition, delired him to 
get upand refreth himfelf by exting a bir of 
Meat ; but Saul (notwithitanding be was faint 
for want of nourifhment, as having fafted all 


that day, and the night before ) refufed to 


eat any thing. The Idea of ‘the Tragical 


Exit he and his Sons were to make the next 
day, had already wholly taken up his Spirit, 
and the time appointed by Samuel haftning 
upon him, he carried _to the Battela Heart 
affur'd of acertain defeat. In fine, his Troops 
were cut in pieces, his Sons killed, and him- 
felfexpecting Death at every moment, which 
he knew wasinevitable; and having receiv'd 
feveral Wounds, defired his Armour-bearer to 
kill him ; which he refufing to do, he fell up- 
on his own Sword and killed himfelf; his 4r- 
mour-bearer following his Majter’s Example. 

Thus was the end of this unhappy Prizce, 
who for having {pared malek by an indif- 
creet and ungodly: Compaffion, and without 
canfe murthered fo many of the Priefts of the 
LORD, was forced: to avenge thefe Grimes up- 
on himfelf, by falling upon his own Sword : 
happy had he been, could he either always 
have continued ina private condition, OF Con» 
{tantly prattis’d that Humility of which he 
gave jome pregnant Inftances at his firft ele- 
vation to the Zhrone: But the greatnefs of his 
Authority and Power dazied his Eyes, and lif- 
ted up his Heart, and by ftopping his Ears:to 
the Voice of the LORD, and bis Prophats, his 
fair and promifing beginnings terminated in 
a moft tragical End, and has made hima ter- 
rible Example to all proud and ungodly Priz- 
ces throughout all Ages. 

This made Jome of the Fathers fay, That Saul 
does much refemble Jue 
das in the New; both of them being at firft 
chofen of GOD, and afterwards rejected, the one 
for his Pride, the other for his Avarice, they 


fulfil both fell into defpair ; and may teach the firon- 


geft always to tremble and Sand in awe, and to 
be afraid of being raifed up to Honour, left be~ 
ing lifted up in their Minds, they foould lofe the 
Grace of Humility, without which no Man can 


be acceptable to GOD. 
P THE 
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1 SAM. XXXII. 


[93] 
The Pbilitins offer Gauls Dead to their Fool. 


The Philiftins rejoyce for the Death of Saul, and fet up bis Armour in the Temple 
of igs dol. havi laments bis Death, and returning to Judea, is Proclaimed 


King in Hebron. 


ee Philiftins overjoy’d at the Death of 
Saul, their great am ce a : 
cut off his Head, and fen 
Ta lee pea it in Triumph through- 
out all their Cities, and fer up his Armour in 
the Houfe of Afbtaroth their Idol, and faft- 
ned his Body tothe Wallof Beth-fban. Inall 
which they did nothing but what the gene- 
rality of Men ufe to do, who rejoyce at the 
the Death of thofe, who in their Life-time 
have vexed and oppreffed them. ; 
But David, who was guided by other Prin- 
ciples, conceiv’d very different Sentiments on 
this occafion ; for fhutting his Eyes to the 
Good the Death of Saul was like to procure 
him, as well as to the Fatigues and Troubles 
it would deliver him from, with an unfeigned 
Sorrow lamented the Death of Saul and Fona- 
than, compos’d an Elegy or Song of Mourning 
for them, Curfing the Mountains of Gilboa, 
on which thofe two Mighty Princes had been 
unhappily flain. Andafterwards having un- 
derftood, that the Men of Jabefh-Gilead had 
by Night taken down the Bodies of Saul and 
of his Sons from the Walls of Beth-fhan,.and 
had ‘folemnly celebrated their Funeral Obfe 
yuies with Fafting and Lamentation 7 days 
together, he by an honourable Deputation, 
teftified the high efteem he had for them, for 
attempting fo hazardous an Enterprize, and 
performing the laft duty tothe Bodies of their 
Lord and Sovereign, and. his Sons, in Burying 
of them, affuring them he would never be 
unmindful of it, and would not fail to re- 
ward this their Heriue, and acknowledge it 
upon all occafions. 
Butthe great and inward refpett he had 
for Saul, appeared yet more illuftrious on a= 
nother occafion ; for art.4malekite being come 
to Ziklag to David, two days after he had 
defeated the Amalekites, with his Cloaths 
rent, and Zarthupon his Head, gave him an 
account of the Event of the Bartel, and of the 
Death of Saul and his Sons; and to confirm 
thar what he faid was true, he told him, 
that hapning the fame time to be on Mount 
Gilboa, he faw Saul leaning on the Point of 
his Speer,with defign to run himfelf through ; 
but feeing the Péiiftins ready to fall upon 
him, he defir’d him to kill him, thatthe Exc- 


my might not take him alive, to infult ovet 


-him ; that accordingly in pity to him he had 


comply’d with his defire, and had brought 
his Crown to David. 

David, who found himfelf pierc’d with a 
fenfible Grief at this Relation, was fo far from 
thinking himfelf obliged to a Man, who tho’ 
he brought him Saul’s Crown, yet at the 
fame time confeft that he had contributed to 
his Death ; that rending iis Cloaths, he de- 
manded of this Amalekite, how he durft be. 
fo bold to lay his hand on the Lords Anointed ? 
And atthe fame time commanded one of his 
Attendants to kill him ; leaving ( by this his 
Behaviour ) a great Example to us all, never 
to rejoice at the Death of our Exemies, or at 
the Evils that happen to them. 

After the Death of this miferable Prince, 
David having firft ask’d Counfel of G O D, 
return’d to Judes, where the Tribe of Judas 
Proclaimed and Anointed him King in Hebron, 
when he was about 30 years of Age. Abner 
in the mean time (who was General of Sgul’s 
Army) fet up Ibbofbeth, Saul’s Son, to be King 
over the other Tribes ; but he being 5 years 
after murthered by two Ruffians, who brought 
lis Head to David as a Prefent, which they 
fuppofed could not choofe but be very accep- 
table to him, David expreffeth no more fatil- 
fa&tion in the death of the Sot ( which entred 
him into a peaceful poffeffion of the King- 
dom of all Jfrael,) than before he had tefti- 
fied for the Death of the Father, which put 
him into poffeffion of the Crown of Judah : 
And having given the fame Reward to thefe 
two Villains (who without doubt had already 


{wallowed the hopes of great T'reafures and. 


Honours, as.a reward for this their Villany) 
which before he had given to the Amalckite, 


who brought him the tiding of the Death of 


Saul and his Crown, he by this repeated Ex- 
ample exhibited an illuftrious Inftance of his 
unparallel’d generofity and fweetnefs of 
Temper and Difpofition ; Who was fo far from 
infulting over the Misfortune of his Enemies, 
or to make their Miferies ( notwithftanding the 
great Admantages they procur’d to him) the 
matter of his Foy and Triumph , that on thecen- 
trary he heartily lamented and forrowed for their 
Mijbap, and feverely avenged their peat 
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The CONTENTS of the Second Book of SAMUEL 
otherwife called the Second Book of the KINGS. 


Lie! this Book are recited the Matters that hap- 
ned fince the Death of Saul, under the Reign 
of David. We find therein 2 lively reprefenta- 
tion of the incomprehenfible Grace, and fingular 
Favour of GOD towards him. 

Firft in regard of Temporal Blefings; GOD 
having raifed him by his wonderful Providence, 


after manifold Troubles and Affiittions, to the y, 


Judah, and afterwards to that of al 
Ifrael, tothe great comfort of bis People; has 
wing befides bleffed him with a numeriss Po- 
fterity, brave Officers, valiant Soldiers, and 
adorned bim in his own Perfon with a moft 
Heroical Generofity, eftablifhed his Kingdom, 
greatly extended and enlarged the Limits of it, 
and Crowned his Wars with many Vixtories, 
obtain'd againft his Enemies, as well at home 
as abroad. 

Secondly, In regard of Spiritual Mercies, by 
governing him by the Spirit of Faith, Adopti- 
an and Prophelie, infpiring him with an exe 
sraordinary Godlinefs , and an unparalled De- 
aotion to his Service, by enriching him with 
all the Vertues and Graces of his Holy Spirit, 
with Wifdom, Juftice, Clemency, Humility, 
and Patience, and other fuch like, which did 
fhine forth moft brightly in all his Behaviour 
‘and Government: And over and above all 
this , by making him a Promife ( occafion'd by 
his intention to build him aHoufe ) concerning 
the Spiritual, Celeftial, and Eternal Reign of 
the Meffiah, oxr LORD and Saviour JESUS 
CHRIST, who should be born of his Seed, ace 
cording to the Eleth, of whom he had made 
him a Figure, as well as his Son Solomon af 
ter him. 

But on the contrary, here ave alfe Jet forth 
wery particularly, the great Sins wherewith 
this excelent Servant and Man of GOD was 
at times defiled , to the provocation of his great 
Benefattor, being overcome by the Deceit of the 
Devil, and the infirmity of his Fleth; above 
all, in the Matter of Uriah the Hittite, and 
in his proud Numbering of the People ; of which 
ke (by the Grace of GOD) moft heartily and 


Crown of 


P 2 


fincerely repented 5 yet notwithPanding wat 
therefore moft feverely chaftiled and punifhed bY 
GOD, for bis own good and the edificatian of 
Lis Church. 

Amomgft the Chaftifements of GOD upm 
him for bis Sins, we may reckon bis Son Am- 
non’s Revijfhing of bis Sifter Tamar, who two 
ears after for that Fatt was murthered by his 
Brother Abfalom’s Command , who for that 
purpofe bad invited him and all the Kings 
Sons toa Fealt ; as likewi(e that horrible Con- 
Jpiracy and Rebellion of Abfalom his Son againft 
him, whereby he was forced in his old Age to 
flee before him, though indeed the LORD never 
forfook him, neither in bis extremicy or other= 
wife; but on the contrary ftrengthned and fup- 
ported him by a firm Faith and Confidence, 
and afforded him a good and favourable Ifue 
by giving him the Vittory over his Enemies 5 
by defeating and infatuating their Councils 
againft him ; and by turning all things in the 
end to his good and advantage ; as on the om 
ther hand to the utter. ruin of bis Oppreffors 
and Adverfaries, that fo he might fb:w him- 
Self a Holy and Faithful G O D, who notwith- 
ftanding the divers defetts , fins, and unwor- 
thinels of bis Children, doth inviolably keep 
his graciow Covenant with them , yer with 
‘out the leaft approving of, or indulging them 
in their Sins. 

This Book contains the Hiftory of about for- 
ty pe (Chap. 5. ver. 4.) from the beginning 
of David's Reign, to the end thereof ; except 
only, that the laft Confpiracy of his Son Ado- 
nijah, and his Death, are not here inferted, but 
are fet down at the beginning of the following 
Book, which is the firft of Kings. 

It feems as if the former part of the firft 
Book of Samuel, as well as that of Judges and 
Ruth, was writ by Samuel himfelf ; but the 
relt of it, with this of the fecond Book of Samue 
el, (as well as the Books of Kings) were writ by 
other holy Perfons and Prophets, infpired by 
GOD; fuch as Nathan, Gad, and others. 


UZZAH 


116 


[ 94] 


UZZAH SMITTEN BY GOD. 


David fercheth home the Ark: Uzzah putting forth his Hand, and 
laying hold on it to keep it from falling, is ftruck Dead. 


qPincdaiey upon the Death of Jhbofbetd, 
Sauls Son, King of Ifrael, all the other 
Tribes came to Hebron , 
and owned David for 
their King, he beingthe Perfon who not only 
was by GOD appointed to the Royal Dignity, 
during Saul’s Reign ; but had alfo fhewed 
himfelf ( in all his Behaviour ) very worthy 
of it ; and having madea League with him, 
they Anointed him &zg over all Ifracl. ; 

David acknowledge ee of GOD in 
this his Eftablifhment Uiyehe§ ‘von, (which 
he had promifed to him fv long fince) took 
care to difeharge the Duty, which that high 
Place required of him; and far from fuppo- 
fing, that now he was Kiag, he might freely 
indulge himfelf in Pleafure, he puts himfelfat 
the Head of his Army, and lays Siege to Fe- 
rufalem, which was yet in the hand of the Je- 
bufites, and tookit, together with the ftrong 
Hold of Zion, which was by him called the 
City of David, becanfe he ferled his Abode , 
and kept his Court there, 

No fooner had David made himfelf Ma- 
fter of Ferufalem, and that the Affairs of his 
Kingdom began to be fetled, buthe exprefled 
more Piety; thatis, Lave to GOD and his 
ee than ever Sau/ had reftitied during 
allhis Reign. For whereas thac Miferable 
Prince had no concern for the rk, or any 
thoughts of fetching it fromthe Houfe of & 
binadab, fince the time that the PArlifins 
fent it back about 70 years ago, David was 
fo far from imitating him in this his Indiffe- 


Toe fame year 2959. 


Whilft this holy Pomp and Solemnity fill’d 
the hearts of ailche People with great joy and 
fatisfa&tion, to fee that Sacred Pledge of the 
Divine Prefence {fo happily reftor'd untothem, 
(the happy effeéts of which they had been de- 
prived of fo long ) an unlooke for Accident 
hapned, which immediately chang’d all this 
joy into fadnefs , and dampt the Spirits of 
the Jews with horror and amazement ; for 
Uzzah the Son of Abinadab, who guided the 
Cart, on which they had placed the “rk, fee- 
ing one of the Oxex that drew it, ftumble, and 
thatthe rk thereby was in danger of falling, 
Jaid hold on it with his hand to prevent that 
mifchance ; but inftead of hindring the Ark 
from falling, he himfelf fell down dead to the 
ground, being ftruck by GOD, for his rafhnefs 
in laying hold on the Ark. For ( as the Scrip- 
turefaith ) GOD’s Anger was kindled againft 
Uzzah, and he fmote him for his rafb Error in 
medling with the Ark. 

All thofé who were Witneffes of this ter- 
rible Judgment and Inftance of the Divine Se- 
verity, were feiz’d with fear, and called the 
name of the place Perez-Uzzah ; and David 
himfelf being ftrangely effected therewith, 
chang’d the refolution he had taken of bring- 
ing the rk to him, to the City of David ; 
but inftead thereof carried it afide to -the 
Houfe of Obed-edom the Hittite, where it con- 
tinued three Months, during which time the 
LORD multiplied his Bleffings upon the Houfe 
of Obed-cdom, and all thar belonged to him. 

We fee by this Example, that the Prefence of 


rence, that on the contrary having gathered fuch 4 terrible GOD, as our GOD is, frighted 


together about 30000 0f his Subjeéfs, he went 
with them in Triumph to fetch the 4rk of the, 
LORD from the Houfe of tinadab, and to 
bring icto the City of David. 

This Solemnity was celebrated with all the 
Fomp and Magnificence, as well as with all 
tie teltincations cf Jay and Gladuefs, which 
Davids preat Piety could prompt him to, 
He himfelf play’d on his Harp before the rk, 
at the fae time whenall his Sudjeéis, in imi- 
tation of their King, founded forth their Joy 

_frem their Mouths, as well as from all forts 
of Juflruments, praifing and mignitying the 
LOXD, that dwelt between the Cherabims. 


David from bringing the Ark to the place he 
had prepared for it in Jerufalem ; and this 
Apprebenfion ought more juftly to feize us, who 


‘ave lefs righteous than David, for fear Icft in 


thefe our days fome Stranger like Uzzah, who 
is not called to the Minifiry and Service of the 
Ark, might Juffer himfelf_to be deceived by an 
indifereet Zeal , or forme [pccious Pretest io put 
forth his Hand rajbly to thofe Myftertes, which 
do not comport with the flate and degree in 
which he is, and fo provoke the Wrath of GOD 
againft him, by a Service which he fuppofed 
moft accepratle to him, 
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117 


Darin danceth before the Ack. 


David being refolued a fecond time 


to bring the Ark to Jerufalem com- 


‘ mits that Charge to the Levites, to avoid the like Fudgment as had 
hapned to Uzzah. He danceth before the Ark: Michal be Wife 


defpifeth him for fo doing. 
Hree Months being paft fince the Death 
of Uzzah, we . ees dead be- 
ore the Ark, and Davia’s 
Tie fameTear 2959. Fear being fomewhar al- 
layed by the Profperity wherewith he was 
informed, GOD had bleffed the Houfe of O- 
bed-edom, where the Ark had continued du- 
ring this time ; he refolved a fecond time 
tobring it to him to Jerufalem. And fearing 
thatthe Death of Uzzah was partly occafio- 
ned, becaufe there were no Levites nor Priefts 
to attend the 4rk, to whom that holy Funéti- 
on did particularly appertain, he ordered a 
great number of them to be in a readinefs, 
not to guide it in a Cart, as before, but to 
carry it on their Shoulders. 

Thus witha very folemn and triumphant 
Proceflion, did David and all the Houfe of 
Mreel, bring up the rk of the LORD, with 
fhouting, and with the found of Zrumpets, and 
other Inftruments of Mufick ; and when they 
that bare the rk had gone fix Paces, David 
facrificed Oxen and Fatlings ; and being him- 
felf clorhed in a Linnen Ephod, he danced be- 
fore ir with all his might. In this manner 
the holy .4rk entred into Jerufalem, being 
carried through a prodigious Throng of Peo- 
ple, who from all parts of the Holy Land 
were come to affit at that Solemnity, andto 
partake of this univerfal Joy, tothe Zent and 
penne David had cauied to be erected 

Or if, 


But Mickal,the Daughter of Saul, David's 


Wife, as fhe was Icoking out of a Window, to 
fee the srk pais by, feeing Devid without 
his Royal Robes ailifting at che Solemnity, and 
lzaping and dancing before the rk in a Lin- 
nen Ephod, fhe defpited him in her Heart, 
conceiving a great difdain for this his Behavi- 
cur, which to her feem’d fo difproportionate 
to his Royal Dignity and Authority. 

Now when David had fet the Ark in its 
Place, to wit, in the midft of the Tabernacle 
thar he had pitched for it, and had. offered 
Burnt-OFerings , and Peace-Oferings before 
the LORD, and had diftributed to all the 
People, as well Women as Men, to eacha Coke 
of Bread, a good picce of Fleb, and a Flagon 
of Winz, and was returned to his Houfhold, 


to blefs it in the Name of the LORD of Hofts, 
Michal his Wife meeting him, in a deriding 
way faid to him ; How glorious was the King 
of Mfrael today, who laying afide the Marks of 
his Majefty, uncover’d bimfelf in the Eyes of 
the Handmaids of his Servants, skipping and dan- 
cing before bis Subjekts as one of the vain Fel- 
lows, that openly expofes bimfelf for the Laughter 
and Diverfign of others? . 

But David, whole Soul was raifed far above 
thefe Fezale Sentiments and falf Notions of 
Honour, and without being troubled, or blufh- 
ing at her difdainful Mockery, told her with 
fome earneftnefs ; What I have done this day, 
Ihave done to the Honour of GOD, and in his 
fight, wir hath chofen me before thy Father, and 
before all his Houle, of whom I hold my King- 
dom, and to whom alone 1 owe this peaceful E- 
fiablifhment on the Throne of Mirael : Wherefore 
if you think this avilifying of my felf, you 
are like to fee more of it: for I am refolved to be 
yet more vile than this, and to be bafe in my own 
fight, and will raife my Glory by humbling my felf 
before the LORD, in the prefence of the meaneft 
of my Subjekts. 

Thus this Holy King, forgetting bis Sovereign 
Dignity, and fo many Viktories he had obtained 
over Men as well as Beafts; over Monfters 
in bulk and firength ; over all forts of Enemies, 
and in all forts of Dangers, being great and ho- 
nourable in thé, Eyes of all, was only bafe and 
little in his own. He defpifeth himfelf, and does 
not take it ill that others do fo too. 

David (by this illuftrious Example of bis) 
teacheth all Chriftian Princes never to appre- 
hend the abafing or leffening. of their Mayjeity, 
by Judmizeing themfelves to GOD, and in gic 
ving their Subjects an Example of the humble 
Adorations and Service they owe to the Supream 
Majefty of Heaven. And ‘tis .@ fign, That 
they are afraid of Womens Talk, who fear on 
Jach occafions as thefe, to proftitute their Gran- 
deur and Authovity. They muft be like David, 
when they meet with a Michal, who dares fo 
unjuftly reproach them; who for her punijbment 
was firuck with Barrennefs, That fb: might not 
trouble rhe World Claith St. Ambrofe) with ter 
proud Breed. 

DA- 
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2 SAM. X, 


‘Davin’s Ambalaves to Pant, 


David fendsJoab with an Army against the Ammonites, to avenge himfelf of 


the Outrage done to .bis Ambaffadors 
Like Spies 


Vie the Civil Wars, which Devid. 


had been engaged in a great while, 
ArnoMundi 2967 aginft Sfrael and the Houfe 
before Ciryjt 1037. Of Saul, were happily ter- 
minated by the death of Jbéabeth, being now 
free from inteftine Divifions, as well as from 
Wars with thofe Gentiles, who till then had 
poffeffed fome portion of the Holy Land, he 
hapned to be engaged in a War againft the 
Ammonites upon this occafion. 

Nabajb King of the Ammonites dying, Da- 
vid (in acknowledgment of the Kindnefs 
he had received from him in his Life) refol- 
vedto fend Ambailadors to his Son Hanun, 
to condole the Death of his Father, and con- 
gratulate his Acceffion to the Crown, as like- 
wifeto offer him hisFriendfhip for his Fo- 
thers fake, who had always been hiskind Friend. 
As {oon as David's Ambaffadors were arriv’d 
at the Court of Harun, King of the mmo- 
nites, his Lords perfwaded him, that thefe 
Ambaffaders of David were no other than 
Spies, and tho’ they pretended to come to casm- 
fort him, and in honour to his Father ; yet 
their true intent was only to difcover their 
{trength, that they might be the better pre- 
pared to overthrow them upon occafion, and 
make themfelves Mafters of his Kingdom, 

Hanun, too flexible and eafie of belief, fuf- 
fered himfelf to be feduced by thefe Infinua- 
tions of his Lords, and fuppofing that what 
they fuggefted was truc indeed, he treated 
them in the moft villainous and outragious 
manner imaginable: he ordered the one half 
of their Beards to befhaved, and cut off their 
Garments below their Waijts, and fo fent them 
away. David being inform’d thereof, very 
highly refented this /front done to his Repree 
fentatives, and being much concern’d for the 
fhameful condition wherein Hanun had fent 
themaway, he fent Mefengers to meet them, 
and comfort them, ordering them by no means 
to thew themfelves at Jerusalem in that condi- 
tion, burto ftay at Jericho till their Beards 
were grown, and that after that they might 
come up to the Court. 

David inthe mean time refolved not to 
let this heinous front go unpunifhed ; and 
the rather, becaufe that he heard that the 
Ammonites were making great Warlike Pree 


by Hanun their King, who nfed them 


parations and Alliances againft him, with the 
Syrians, and other of their Neighbours, of 
whom they had procured very numerous For 
ces to aflilt them againft Iracl. David being 
informed of all this, thought it was no time 
for him to be an‘idle SpefFator, but fent Joab 
with the choiceft of his Forces co fight the 
Ammonites. 

Joab being come.infight of the Enemy, he 
found their drmy fo pofted, that the J/raelites, 
before they were aware, had an Enemy before 
and behind them; wherefore Joab (with the 
choice of the Army) refolved to fall on the 
Syrians, whilit Abifbai bis Brother, with the 
reft of the Troops, fec upon the mmonizes,pro- 
mifing each other, that the ftronger fhould 
come to the help of che weaker. Joab ha- 
ving encouraged his Men, fet upon the Syri- 
ans with that Condu& and Valour, that they 
were foon routed ; and the Ammonites feeing 
their Friends defeated, betook themfelves to 
flight likewife. 

The Syrians, ldefirous to avenge this cheir 
fhameful Defeat‘hpon the Jews, aflembled a 
vaft Army, againft which David marched in 
Perfon, at the Head of all his Forces, and de- 
feated thema fecond time,killing no lefs than 
40cco of their Foot, befides the Men that 
were in 700 of their Chariors. Upon this De- 
feat, the Syrians fear’dto affift the Children of 
Ammmany more, and all neighbouring Princes 
began to ftand in awe of David, who became 


‘every day more and more formidable, to all 


the Kags and Nations that were about him. 

This Hiftory of the unadvifednefs of Hanun, 
King of the Ammonites, fhews us very lively, 
how unhappy thofe Princes are, that are led a- 
fide by Evil Counfel, the whole ruin of bis King- 
dom being here occafioned by his indifereet Credu- 
lity, and inconfiderate liftning to the falfe Suge 
geftions of his Lords. 

Neither is this the firft or only Inftance, that 
the Safety or ruin of « State oft depends on 
good or bad Counfel ; and that Prince is happy 
indeed, who being himfelf the Sovereign’ Arbi- 
ter of his Kingdom, is fo wife to difcern who are 
fit to be his Counfellors,and the Inftraments of his 
Royal Power and Authority, that he may not rue 
ine himfelf by the Counfel ori’ Adminifirarion of 
his Officers. ay 
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2 SAM. XI 


‘ted Adultery with her. 


DAVID's 


[ 97 J 11g 


CRIME 


David from the Roof of bis Houfe feeing Baththeba, the Wife of Uriah, bathing ber 


Saf, conceives an-unlawful Luft for ber, 


AVID nowenjoying a profound Peace, 
after the great Defeat he had given to 
AnnoMundi2969.- the Ammonites and the Sy- 
kefore Crit 1035. réans their Allies, fent Zo- 
David: being thes bat the Head of his 4r- 
soyears of ABe. my to make an Inroad up- 
on the Ammonites, to wafte and fpoil their 
Gountry, who having befieged Rabbah, the 
Capital City of the Ammonites, foon after 
took it and deftroy’d it, and fent the Crown 
of the King of the Ammonites to David, which 
weighed a Talent of Gold, and was fet with 
precious Stones. : 
Whilft Joab was thus employ'd abroad, Da- 
wid took his repofé and enjoy’d himfelf at 7e- 


-rufalem: and one day in the Evening, as he 


was walking on the Terrace of his Palace, he 
faw a Woman bathing her felf, that was exceed- 
ing fair and beautiful. David having con- 
ceived a Luft for her, fent to enquire who fhe 
was ; and being told that fhe was Bath/heba the 
Wife of Uriah, he fent for her, and commite 

Bathfheba foon after finding her felf with 
Child, and fearing left her Husband's abfence 
(who was in the rmy with Joab) would be 
a-means to difcover her Adultery, and confe- 
quently expofe her to the Capital Punifhment 


_the Law ordained’ for Wonrin guilty of that 


Crime, fent and acquainted Devid, that fhe 
was with Child, and the Fears fhe had juftly 
conceived thereupon. David (uponthis In- 


and caufes Uriah tobe flain. 


with my Wife? As thow liveft I will not do this 
thing. 
David feeing his Defign thus fruftrated by 
Uriah’s Courage and Greatnefs of Soul, and. 
that he was not to be removed from the noble 
Refolution he had taken by any Temptations 
of Ref or Pleafure whatfoever; and. feeing 
Bathjbeba expofed to the fhame and~ hazard 
of her Crime divulged ; hein thefe Circum- 
{tances form’d a Refolution very. different 
and oppofite to that fweetnefs of Temper, 
which till then had always appeared fo naru- 
ralto him; and by Uriah fent Letters to- 
Joab, with Orders to poft him in fuch a. 
Quarter againft the City, where he might be 
moft expos’d to danger ; and in cafe of aSal- 
jy, to retire from-him, that he might. fall by 
the hand of the Armmonites.._ 
Joab (inobedience to thefe Orders of the. 
King) appointed Uriah’s Poft againft a Quar- 
ter of the City where he knew valiant Men_ 
- were, where, upon the firft Selly they made,he - 
was flain, with fome others of the -4rmy. 
Joab {ent the news of Uriah’s death to David, 
who feem’d little concern’d at the lofs of fo 
couragious and faithful a Servant, whofe 
/Death he was the principal Caufe of. Bath« 
Jbeba being inform’d of her Husbands Death,’ 
mourned for him ; and whenthe days of her 
Mourning were accomplifhed, David fent for : 
her, and fhe became his Wife. _ 
This double Grime of fo great and glorious @- 








formation) fends Word. to Jeab, the General ,Saint, as David was, makes it appear, Thaz 
of his Army) tofend Uriahto him; who{when. Men, how great or Righteous foever they may- 
he was come) David askt him feveral Quefti- Je, are ftill but Men, and. retain always Jome 
ons about the ftate ofthe War, and what pro- part of the frailty and weaknefs of the Clay 
grefsthey had. made in the Siege.of Rabbah, from whence they were taken and formed at 
the Metropolis of the Ammonites? and then firft.. Thefe terrible Falls of David (faith St. Au- 
with’'d him to go home and refrefh himfelf tin) ought to make all Men tremble,e{pecially thofe 
fora feafon. But Uriah inftead of following that are weak, when they fee the ftrongeft them=- 
the King’s Advice, and going to his Houfe, felves overtaken. - ‘ 
lodged that Night with the King’s Guards. The Scripture alfo fets forth thefe Examples, 
The next day, when Davidunderftood that mot to excuse thofe who follow thefe great Men - 
Uriah was not gone tohis Houfe, he fent for in their Fadi, and who wik imitace them in 
him, and demanded of him, why he did not thofe AGiions, which shemfelves from their- 


- go home? who very generoufly anfwer’d Da- Heart have abominated and detefted , bat to - 


vid with thefe remarkable Words : The Ark keep all good Men in a faving Humility and - 


- 6f the Lord, and all Liss: and Judah, and my Fear, and to teach all thofe who chance to fal 


Lord Joab, and the Scrvants of my Lord are with David, to rife again with David by fincere 
encamped in the open Fields; Shak I then go Repentance. . 
to my Houle to eat and to drink, and to lye DAx: 


T20 


DAVIDs 


[ 98 ] 
REPENTANCE, 


GOD fends Nathan the Prophet to David, to reprefent his Sin to hin, and denounce 
God's Judgments againft him. David acknowledgeth hw Sin, and humbles bim- 


felf before GOD. 

D AVID having committed thefle two 

great Crimes, made it appear, by the 
Anno Mundi 2970. + fmall care he took to a- 
before Chrift 1034. rife again from his Fall, 
with what thick darknefs Sz overcafts and 
clouds the Sozls of the greateft Saints. He 
continued in Peace for awhole year, under 
the guilt of thefe horrid Sins, if fobe Peace 
may be faid to be the Inmate of an Heart, 
which hath in fo high and exorbitant a man- 
ner offended GOD. 

Whilft David was thus forgetful of GOD 
and himfelf, GOD took pity of him, and fent 
Nathan the Prophet to him to open his Eyes, 
to lay his Six before him, and to fearch his 
Wound to the quick, of which he had feem'd 
for fo long atime altogether infenfible. This 
Holy Prophet being charg’d by GOD himfelf 
with this troublefom and hazardous Commifi- 
on, fhewsus (by his dextrous manner of Ad- 
drefs to himon this occafion) with how much 
Wifdom and Prudence Men of David's Rank 
ought to be reproved, for fear of offending 
them, andraifing their Anger by too fevere 
and keen Expreffions. 

Nathan, in purfuance of the Divine Gom- 
mand makes ufe of a Parable of a rich Man, 
who having many Sheep, robb’d a poor Man 
of an Ewe-Lamb, which he had bought, and 
nourifh’d up, and tenderly Jov’d,as having no 
more but that one ; and taking it from him 
by force, dreffed it, to accommodate a Stran- 
ger that was come to vifit him, when as he 
might eafily have furnifh’d himfelf from his 
own Fiocks. 

David, how blind foever he might be with 
refpeé& to his own Guilt,was very clear-fighted 
in a Cafe which he thought did not concern 
him ; and his Anger being kindled againft 
the horrid Injuftice of the Rich Man, he. (un- 
knownto himfelf) pronounc’d his own Sen- 
tence, and confirm’d it with an Oath, faying, 
As the LORD Liveth, the Man that hath done 
this thing fhall furely die. Whereupon Nathan 
Jaying afide the diijmife of his Parable, told 
himi with a gravity and earneftnefs becoming 


Diftreffes he had deliver’dhim from. He laid 
before him, in what an outragious a manner 
he had affronted the Divine Bounty and Be. 
neficence towards him, by recompencing {0 
many Graces and Favours with extream In- 
gratitude and forgetfulnefs of his Duty to his 
great Benefactor. : 

David at this Remonftrance turning in- 
wards,and there taking 2 view of the heinonf- 
nefs of his Offence, was not exafperated at 
the Truths Nathax had reprefented to him, 
notwithftanding that they~condemn’d him, 
and expos’d him as a notorious Criminal. He 
was not incens’d at the Prophet, who held this 
Looking-glafs before him, which inftead’ of 
flattering him, fhew’d him all his hidden Dee 
formities. Hedid not queftion him, how he 
who was but a Subject, durft undertake to 
talk atthis rate to his Sovereign, but feem’d for 
this time co have forgot that he was King, 
that he might the better remember that he 
was a Sinner. Inftead of flying out in a Pafli- 
on againft the Prophet, he humbles himfelf bee 
fore GOD and him, and cries out, I have fine 
ned againft the LORD, which Words were 
the mark of a more fincere Repentance in 
him, than they were in Sasi, or thanthey are 


at this day in many Chriftians. 


He embraced with an humble. fubmifion all the 
terrible Denanciations Nathan (in the Name of 
GOD) thunder'd out againft him, and conf- 
der’d that long feries of Difafters by GOD’s die 
vine Fufticeentail’d on his Family, as a meant 
GOD in mercy would make ufe of, to fatisfie his 
Fuftice and appeafe his Anger-3 and with bitter 
regret and extream forrow taking a view of the 
State from whence he had precipitated bimfelf, 
he caft bimfelf down ie deeel humility before 


GOD, yet did not defpair of his Mercy (asSte . 


Ghryfoftom obferves) who upon this occafion ad- 
mires David's great Courage and Confidence in 
GOD : but as foon as be was made fenfible of 
his lofs, he without further troubling bimfelf, 
endeavour'd to repair it with the affiftance of the 
Divine Grace, by a Repentance which lafted 
as long as his Life: and which made St. Ams 


his Perfon, that he himfelf was the Man; brofe ro fay, That there are many who imitate 
and inthe Name of the LORD reprefented David ix his Sins, but very fewthat folow him 


to him a]l the multiplied Benefits GOD had 
heap'd upon him, and the Encmies, Perils, and 


in his Humiliation, and continucd courfe of 


Repentance. 


THE 
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» SAM. Xill. 


Abfalom 
bels againft 
OD having brought Devid to a ferious 
reflection upon his Sin, and earneit 
Anno Mundi2g72. © Repentance for it by means 
before Chrif, 1032 Of the Remonftrance made 
to him in his Name by Nethanthe Prophet, he 
made it appear by his dealing with him after- 
wards, that the greateft Favour can be fhew'd 
to Sinners, is not to indulge or {pare them. 
For firft of all, he ftruck with Death the Child, 
that was the Fruit of his Adultery ; neither 
could David’s Tears and Fafting repeal the Sen- 
tence GOD had paft.. His Son mnm 
foon after ravithes his Sifter Tamar ; and - 
Salem provok'd with this Outrage committed 
againft his Sifter, refolv’d to kill Amnon. He 
waited two whole years for 2 convenient OCs 
fion to do it; and then inviting all the 
King's Sons to a Feaft, in the midft of their 
irth andJolliry, caufed his Servants to fall 
upon 4mnm, and murther him. 
Abfalum being fain to flee, and leave the 
Court upon this Murther of his Brother, retir'd 
to the Hing of Gefour; but Foab perceiving 
that the Xing had an inclination for bfalom's 
return to ferufelem, he order'd it fo, that 
about three years after he became reconciled 
to his Father. But the recalling of the Son, 
Anno Muddi2979. Was liketo have prov'd the 
ruin of the Father: For no fooner did this 
ungrateful and gracelefS Son fee himfelf re- 
ftored to his Father's Favour ; but he began 
to form Defigns againft his Crows and Life. 

To this end tJalom made it his bufinefs 
Anno Mundias8e. _ to inveigle the Affections 
and good Will of the Pesple,by a feigned ex- 
srefffon of Kindnefs for them,and readinefs to 
ferve them, and do them right ; intimating, 
that if he was King, he would take care to 
oblige them all by a ready and {peedy courfe 
Anno Mundi 298. of Fapice, and that none 
fhould have reafon to complain of him. Ha- 
ving thus for four years together labour’d to 
make himfelf popular, and draw a Party after 
him, he defis'd leave of King David his Far 
ther to go to Hebvon, upon pretence of paying 
a Vow he had made unto the LORD, dusing 
his Exile from the Gourt at Ferufaler. 

Absalom having obtain’d his Father's con- 
fent, hafted to Hebron, where he immediately 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed King. David 
being inform’d of this unexpetted Rebellion 
of his Sen, and that the People from all parts 
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Sp et eee we usne alia 
eth his Brot t Feaft, “tiue hie Sifter. 

6 bis Father David, and face bie t fle hae ri ravifbing bis Sifter. Abfilom re« 
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rufalem. 


flock’d tu him : was fore'd to flez from Jers: 
falem on Foot, being now above 6o year, oF 
Age, accompanied caly with 600 of his 
Guards that ufually atcended himnd pafling 
the Brook Kedron, he went up Mount Olivet 
bare-foot, weeping, and having his Head co- 
vered: which was a Figure of what one day 
was to happento the true David, that was to 
proceed from his Loins according to the Flejh, 

In this condition, he,with a ftrange and un- 
heard of Humility, bore all the railing Re- 
proaches and Curfes of Shimei, who flung 
Stones at him and his Officers as he pafled by ; 
for looking upon this Rebellion of his Subjeét 
as a Lecking-glafs, which reflected the Image 
of his own Apoftacy, he meekly accepted of 
his outragious Language as an effect of the 
Divine Juftice, and receiv’d all his railing Ex- 
preftions with the fame fubmiffion, as ifGOD 
had given a {pecial Command to Shimei thus 
to curfe andrevile him. . 

Abfalem, in the mean time, having made 
his triumphant Entry into Jerufalem, began 
his Ufurpation (according to the Counfel of 
Achitophel and Nathan's Predi&tion to David) 
with violating his Father's Concubines in the 
Face of the Sun. 

Thus David learnt by fad Experience, that 
when‘Man rebels againft GOD, all other Crean 
tures rebel again him, to revenge the Affront 
done to the Divine Mel and jaw his Crime 
punifbed by thefe horrid diforders in his Family 5 
by the ravishing of Tamar ; by the murther of 
Amnon ; by the Rebellion oy bis deareft Sox 
Abfalom ; by bis Friends lewving him, and bis 
Subjects rebeHing againft him; by the railing 
and high Abufes of Shimei ; and laftly, by the 
imminent danger of Death, for the efcaping 
of which he was fain to expofe himfelf to a 
foameful Flight, accompanied with fo many Ex- 
tremities, that nothing lefs than the Divine Pree 
fence, and the hopes of feeing him at laff ap- 
peafed by all chofe Evils he groaned under, could 
have enabled bim to endure th:m. 

This Example teacheth us, That forafmuch 
as we ave all Sinners, if we would be reconcil'd 
to GOD, we muft judge our felves, and willingly 
take from his Hands all the Evils inward or eut= 
ward, which it pleaferh him to lay upm us; be 
caufe Sin muft certainly be punifhed fooner or la- 
ter, either inthis World, or that wich us t9 
come. THE 
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OF ABSALOM. 


Abfalom flecing from the Bartel, i caught up by bis Hair, and hung on the Boughs of an Oak, Joab 


_f. BS ALOM being thus become Mafter 
of the City of Jerufalem, conlider'd how 
The fame year, 2983. ‘he might’ beft circum- 
before Chrift 1023. vent and deftroy the King 
his Father: And having affembled his Coun- 
cil, Achitophel. (who was the ableft Connfelor of 
them all) advis’d him without any delay to 
purfue and fet. upon David, before he could 
have time either to reinforce his Army, or put 
them into any order, and whilft the confter- 
nation of this unlook’d for Rebellion was yet 
frefh upon them. : 
But GOD happily overthrew and fruftrated: 
this Counfel, which without doubt would have 
prov’d David's ruin, by the means.of Hufhai, 
David's Friend; who being of intelligence 
with him, declas’d in Couzcit, That he could 
not approve of Achitophel’s Advice for this 
time. Ee reprefented to {alm how dan- 
Serous it was to fet upon Men that were 
exafperated and defperate,as David and his Mex 
were; and tharhis own Party being yet in.a 
Great meafure wavering and unrefolved, as 
M.as Spirits are apt to be at the beginning of 
any great Change or Revolution, if onlya 
few of them fhould chance to fall in the 
irtt Onfer, it would .go near to difhearten 
them all, and to lofe the Day; wherefore 
his Advice was, to fummon all the Forces of 
Ffrast, andthar bfolom fhould go in the Head 
ofthem, and give Bartel to his Father and 
the Troops that were with him. . . 
This Counfel of Hufhai prevailed, which 
did fo provoke and vex Achitephel, that going 
fiome he hanged himfelf. Hafbaz in the mean 
time inform’d Zadok and Abiathar of what 
had paft in Council, and wifhed them (by 
fome means or other) to fend ‘word to David, 
te vals the River Jordan, left he fhould be fet 
upon by the Enemy at unawares. David be- 
ing acquainted herewith, paffed over Jordan, 
he and all the Forces that were with him that 
Night, before break of Day, and having got 
together all the Forces he could, prepared 
hirafelf for a Fight, being refolv’d to com- 
mand the demy himlelf, but his great Offcers 
would not fuffer it; and before he retired, he 
gavea ftrait Charge to Joab, and his other 
General Officers to {pare bfalom. 
Both the .4rmies being at laft engaged, 
that of Abfalom was beaten, notwithftanding 
it was much fuperiour in number to that 
of David, and above 20000 of his Men kill’d, 


a him through with three Darts. 


Abfalom feeing the Day wasloft for him, en- 
deavoured to fave himfelf by flight; but 
riding, on his Mule under an Oak, his prodigi- 
ous Head of Hair caught hold of, and entang- 
led on the Bougks of it,and the Mule continu 
ing its courfe, left him hanging thereon. 
Joab being inform’d thereof by a Perton, 
who had feen him hanging in that pofture, 
was angry with him, that he had not kill’d 
Abfalon ; and finding all about him backward 
to this Service, for fear of incurring the King’s 
difpleafure, who in the hearing of them all 
had charged’ his Generals to {pare the young 
Man, he wert hirnfelf to the place, and ftuck 
him with 3 Darts through the Heart, as he 


“was yer, hanging‘alive onthe Zrce, and then 


immediately caufed a Retreat to be founded, 
to prevent any farther effufion of Blood. 

The news of the fuccefs of the Battel,and of 
Abfalon’s Death, was immediately brought to 
David, who was not concern’d for any thing 
fo much as the Life of his dear Son ; and 
being at length told, ‘that he was dead, he 
chang’d the Joy of his 7iéfory into Lamen- 
tation and Mourning. But Joab being greatiy 
offended, that the King feem’d: fo little con- 
cern’d for the Service he had done him, in 
keeping the Crow#- upon his Head, reproach’d 
him with a great ‘deal of liberty, for that he 
loved his Enemies'more than his Friénds, and 
thofe that hated him and fought his Life, more 
than thofe that had ‘hazarded their Lives, and 
all that was near and dear to them, to fave it ; 
and threatned him, that except he would come 
and fhew himfelf to ‘the ‘People, and {peak 
kindly to them, in a¢ckhowledgment of the 
great and ineftimahle Service ghey had done 
for him, that before the siext.Light he fhould 
find himfelf abandon’d -and_forfaken of all, 
and plunge himfelf-into 4'worfe Mifhap than 
ever yet had befallen him. : - 

Upon this fharp Remonftrance of Joab 
David fhewed himfelf to the People, tho’ his 
‘Grief for Abfalem fill continued. in which 
Carriage of is, he was a great Example to 
all Ghoftly Fathers; to reprefent. to them, how 


far their Love towards their Spivitual Chil- . 


dren ought tocarry them. David ‘here forgets 
all the horrid Outrages his Son had committed 
againft him, and remembers only that he was his 
Scn, and that he was dead not only corperalty, 
but foiritually alfo. 
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2 SAM. XX» [ ror J 123 
THE DEATH OF SHEBA - 


Tter the Death of Aalom, the chief new eroubles, who at the fame time when all 
Men that had taken pare. with him. in . Jfrael were aflembled to xyenew. their Obedience 

The fame Tear-298 1.” < his Rebellion, made hafte. to David, infolently:fOdnded-a ‘Trumpet’ de~ 
before Crit 1Q333 . to tnake. fone reparation -claring, that he would Mey er-Lubmit.to David, 
of their. Cfinre, thy:,fheu- geturn. fo turn:..£0 and.exhorted all reel do the like; who 
David, and.faeaung. Fealty to him, infomuch ,génerally followed this féditiohss Son of-B.lial, 
as they, vag ironic had inolt as the Scripture terms him, butte Trie'of Fu- 
‘dthemlelves againit-him, were ;dahcontinued {till faitliful to their tie Price. 

and fue . David apprehénding the fequél of thisnew 

for Pardon. 1 tine e tect 2 ph ne gee Revellion, and. forefeeing shat smight’ prove 
Shing’, who-bad to highly .affronted and ‘more'dangerous thari ‘that of Aileln sand 
abufed the Majgty.of the King by-his ‘Words phe rather becaufe | hapnirig fo ‘tlofe‘on the 
and Carriage; beng fenfjble. what his wicked- neck of it, refolved to ftifle it in che birth, 
nefs would draw. down upon him, cameand and commanded Josh to. purfue Sheba,who was 
caft himfelf .at: Dave's. Feet, accufing. and dtrengthning himfelf in the City Abel. Joab 
condemning himfelf; and when Absfhai (Joab's in purfuanceof David's Command, lays clofe 


Brother) could not well bear.the King’s. pat- Siege to the Gity, and would have deftroy’d 


openly de ar nft-h 
now the fil that game¢,to nest him, . 


doning { great a Crime, to ‘{o- wicked and it, if a wife Woman dwelling there ‘had not 
profligate.a Perfon, and delired leave to kill beena means of faving it, by periwa ing the 
him, bécaufe-he had curfed the. King ;| David ‘chief Men and Eldets of the Gity to cut off 
told him, thathe would not fully the Viktory Sheba’s Head, and caft it overthe Wall to Joab; 
GOD had given him, with the Blood of any upon fight whereof he broke up the Siege, and 
one Perfon. > = ~— return’d with his Army to Férufalem. 

At the fame time-alfo Mephibojneth, theSon - Thus the Death of one Man procur’d the Safe- 
of Jouathan came, to mect, David, to congta- ty and Peace of a@ City, yea, of tive whole King- 
tulate his’ Vigtory ; and when David asked dom ; and as it cannot de denied, that in this 
him, Why he did.not come to him during (as well as on many orber accafions )Joab did great 


Abjalom’s Rebellion ? he reprefented to ; 


him, Service to the King ; fo (ori the other Hand) it is 
how unworthily .Ziéa his Servant had dealt evident, that he was a true Figure of thofe ambi- 
with him, in flandering him, before the King, tious’ Spirits, who ave not afraid to hazard their 
and perfuading him, that he ftaid at Ferufa- Lives for the Service of their Prince, but exe- 
lemin hopes of attaining (by means of that cute their Orders with a great ‘deal of Courage 
Commotion) the Crown of Irae! ; whereas ‘in and Magnanimity 5 and yet by other Inftauces 
deed he had been fo-far from any fuchihougies, sake it appear, “that their grand Motive “all an 
and his-coucérn had been, fo great for the Kings long, was nothing but their own Intereft aud 
Satery that hé had-neither trimmed his Beard, Glory = : 
nor wathed his Glazhs, from the day the King ‘That Joab was fuch another, appears by his 
departed, till he came again inPeace. Daf affal-nating of Abner, Sauls Uncle, con- 
And yetDevid had fo far given credit to trary to David's. inclination, wit0 was greacly 
this falje,Accufation of Ziba, that he ‘had afflitted for his death’; as alla by his murthering 
betow'd upon him all his Mzjter’s Eftaz:; but of Amafa, apart whom | David inrended.10 confer 
that which is yet sore furprizing in this holy rhe Gormand of his Army, and to deprive him 
King is, that after. he had-heard. how AMephi- of it, becaufe he had killed AbGlom, contrary 


bofisth juftified himfelf, and manifelted Zibs's to the expres Command he had given him. Das 
Impofiure and Calumny, he contented himfeif vid was fain to bear with the Pride of this his 
with only reftoring to Mephibajherh the Moicty infelenc Servant ail bis life-time, norwitkQanding 
of his Efate, leaving the other half in the bz was guilty of thele and the like Exorbisances, 
polfeflion of this Impoftor and Betrayer of gs judging teat is was but juft that’ he fhould 
his Mafter. .. bean with the Infolence of a Subject, wi ix 

After this Defeat of d%falom, all things [pight of’ bins commanded. nis Armies, haviaz 
feem’d to concur to 2 peaceful State of the himlelf revolted from GOD by a double Crime, ai- 
Kingdom, if one Sheba (a fa€tious Spivit of ter 42 had received fo many Benefits and Faviurs 
the Tribe of Benyamin) had aot caft at.into from bin. lig 


Q: 
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The Juugment of the Plague, 


David having caufed bis People to be numbered, by @ motion of Pride and Vanity, 
GOD affités bis Kingdom with « Plague, which in three Days time took away 


70000 of bi Subjects. 
AVID had fearce taken breath fince 
the manifold Troubles, cop iy 
. everal ways excited to him 
ine on ee in his own Family, as well 
id being ‘then as in his Ringdem,to pun 
68 years of Age. him for the Sin he had com- 
mitted, when the Repofe he began to enjoy 
became the caufe of his falling into new 
ones, and thereby became a teaching Inftence 
of this great Truth, That a Man, how righ- 


teous feever he may be, is but fill a Man ; and 


after all, continues to lie open to frefb Tenip- 
tations, and new Falls, His firlt Sin, was his 
being overcome by carnal Left; but now 
he was feduced by his Pride and Vanity, 
which isan Inclination that ought to be al- 
always fear'd by the moft perfett, as being a 
Paffion that moft intimately cleaves to Man's 
Nature. 

*T'was this corrupt Affection prompted 
David to take an exaé account.of the num- 
ber of his People, that from thence he might 
make an eftimate of his Grandeur and Power. 
Joab and the reft of his Offcers, feem’d very 
backward and oppofite to this his defign, and 
told him, that they begg’d of GOD, that he 
would increafe and multiply his Subjedts, but 
did not fee any neceflity of taking the exa& 
number of them. But David being refolved 
upon thePoint, would be obeyed. So Feab and 
the reft of the Officers departed to execute: the 
King’s Orders, and were ten Months in taking 
an account of all the People of J/rac! and 
Judah; and whenthey hid caft up their Ac- 
counts,and brought them to David,there were 
found 1300000 valiant Men, bearing Arms in 
Jrael,and soco00 of the like Men in: Judah. 

But Devid being: check’d in his Confefence 
for this Undertaking, humbly confeffed his Sin 
before the LORD, declaring, that he had done 
very foolijbly, and befeeching him to take away 
his Iniquity. Whillt Devid was engaged in 
bun:biing himfelf before the LORD, and im- 
ploring his Grace and Pardon, GOD fencthe 
Prophet Gad unto him ; not to bring his Par- 
aon, but to give him iis choice of three forts 
of Punifhments, viz. Whether 7 years of Fa- 
mine fhould affiG his Land; or whether he 
would be expos’d to Wars for three Months, 


wherein he fhould continually be ‘worfted; or 

to fuffer a Peftilenceofthree Days? 
David having heard his Sentence from the 

Mouth of the Prephet, declared, that he was 


ifh in a great freight about the Choice he had to 


-make ; becaufe tho’ he made his Choice never 


fo well,it would fill occafion much Mifchief- 


and Mifery ; but however defired, that he 
might fall into che hand of the ZORD, ra- 
ther than into the Hands of Men, becaufe his 
Mercies were great. Thus having made choice 
of the Peftilence for three Days to infelt his 


‘Country ; GOD gave his Commiffion to the dee 


Srroying Angel, who fmote 70000 Men with the 
Plague, that they died within the prefixed 
time, in the compafs of his Dominions. 

David's Behaviour (during this affli®ion of 
the Plague) was a great Example for Kings, 
teaching them, how great Tendernefs and 
Compaifion they ought to have for their 
People and Subjeffs : And as it may ferve as 
2 Leffon for them, fo alfoit is 2 good Inftru- 
&tion forthe Paftors of the Church, how they 
ought to offer up themfelves as iétims in be- 
half of ger For this good Prince con. 
fidering himfelf as the fole Caufe of the 
dreadful 4ffiFion which at that time devour'’d 
his People, cried earneftly to GOD in their 
behalf, faying, I have finned, OLORD, and 
done wickedly ; but as for thefe Sheep, what have 
they done? Turn rather thine Anger again} me, 
and again} my Father's Houfe, who am the 
canfe of it, whereas they are sNBUGENt. 

Upon this Prayer and Humiliationof Dee 
vid, GOD fent the Prophet Gad a fecond 
timeto him, commanding him to ere& an 
Altar unto the LORD in the Thrething-floor 
of Araunah the Febufte, where he had feen 
the defroying Angel {miting the People. Dee 
vid immediately obey’d this Divine Order ; 
and having offered there Burnt-Offerings and 
Peace-Offerings, GOD was entreated, and the 
Plague was ftayed. 

GOD made it appear by this Inftance, (as 
the Fazhers obferve) That as be often plagues a 
People for the Sins of the Rulers; fo he often 
turns away his Fury from them, and becomes ree 
concil'd when theirPaftors and Governours ftand 
1 the Gap, dnd become dnterceffars for them, 
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commonly called the third Book of KINGS. 


N thie and the Oe oe is fee forth 


the Hiftory of the KINGS, who governed 
she People ¢ vem David until the 


D, fi 

time of the Babylonith Captivity ; for which 
reafen they ave called the Firft and Second Book 
of Kings. The fermer f thefe begins with a 
rdation of the Sicknefs ond Death of King 
David, and the Succeffion of his Sex Solomon 
tothe Throne, whe after be bad received the 
good and holy Inftruttions and Admunitions of 
bis Father, concerning bis wife Condud in 
adininifiring and fetling che Affairs of his 
Kingdom, that thereby be might eftablifh bim- 
Sef in the Throne, and fecure it to himfelf 
and Pofterity; and ever and above had been 
heneured by GOD, with an immediate mani- 
fefiation and revelation of himfelf, he was in 
an extraerdinary manner blefed by GOD, with 
__ the Gifts of Wifdom, Riches, and Honour, and 
in his Country with Peace, Trade, and all manner 
of Abundance and Affuence. And now ( after 
- shat be had erder'd all things relating to his 
Court and Family ) he built and dedicated a 
Magnificent Temple te the LORD, befides fome 
ether Royal Edifices. Al! which effetts of his 
Wifdom and great Riches rais'd kim fo high 
« Renown (both far and near,) that the Queen 
of Sheba came to vifie him in great Pomp 
and State, and all bis Neighbouring Princes, 
fens their Ambaffadors to Lim with rich Pre- 
fents, and preffers of Friendfbip and Alliance. 


Yet notwishftanding all thefe Bleflings and Fa- ff 


vours he bad received from tke Hand of GOD, 
he fuffer'd himfelf to be corrupted and feduced 
to Idolatry, by the many firange Wives and 
Concubines, Le bad takes to himfelf ; by which 
means the LORD being provoked againft him, 
raifed him ap Enemies, and by the Prophet 
Ahijah denounced to him the rending and divi- 
ding of bis Kingdom. 

Thu Rent accordingly hapned, when bis Son 
Rehoboam ( ty #2 and unaduifed Counfel ) 
alienated the ten Tribes of Mrael from him, 
who chofe Jeroboam the Son of Nebat to be 
their King; Rehoboam retaining only bis Do- 
minion ever the Tribe of Judah, and part of 
the Tribe of Benjamin; being exprefly forbid 
by the LORD, to endeavour the reduttion of 
the faid ten Tribes to his Obedience by force 
ef Arms, as he had intended to do. Moreover, 
becaufe of his Sins, and of the Sins of the 
People, the Temple ae Jerufalem was pillaged 
by Shifhak King of Egypt. His Son Abiam 


after bis Death fucceeds him inthe Throne, 
andimitates bis Vices and Sins. But Afa and 
Jehofaphat being gesd and religsous Princes, 
referm and re-eRablifh the Worfhip of GOD. 

As tothe Kings, who after the divifion of 
the two Kingdoms Reigned ever Hfrael , and 
whofe Hiftories are related in thu Book, they 
were alldolaters and corrupted the true Re- 
ligion by divers bsminations : For Jeroboam, 
befides tu fetting up of the Calves of Gold, 
in a manner totally changed the outward order 
and way of Worthip, and inftituted Priefts of 
his own, that were not of the Tribe of Levi, 
but of the Scum of the People; andby this 
means were the ten Tribes tarn'’d from the 
true Worfoip of GOD, to Idolatry. His Suc- 
ceffors followed bis fieps , and in particular 
Ahab ; for befides bis Idolatry, in which be - 
outedid all his Predeceffors , he exercifed a 
tyrannical and cruel Perfecution againft thefe 
fn good Men which feared GOD, that were 
left among his Subje&ts. And for this Reafon 
it was, that the Crown of Vfrael did not cone 
tinue in one Race, but paft frequently from 
one Family to another, not without great Com 
motions and Bloed-foed, And tho’ GOD wae 
not wanting to fend his Prophets Abijah, She- 
maiah, Iddo Azariah, Jehu Hanani, Elijah and 
Micaiah, to the revolted Ifraelites, to exhort 
them to Repentance, and to return from their 
Idolatry and Apoftafie; yet for all this they 
id went on in their Sins , notwithftanding 
that the forefaid Prophets frequently confirm- 
ed their Divine Call, 67 great and ftupendone 
Miracles. 

The pure Worthip of GOD , and true Do- 
Qrin , were femewhat better roored in Judah, 
becaufe there the good Kings put their hands 
to this Work, together with the Prophets, and 
with «great deal of fervour and Zeal endes- 
wour'd # Refarmation. So that in this Book 
we have a very lively reprefentation of the 
mutability of the outward fate and condition 
of the Vilible Church im this World, as soell 
as of the ftedfaQnefs and unchangablenefs of 
the Grace of GOD towards his own, tho’ many 
times unknown and hid from the eyes of Men. 

This Book contains the Hiftory of 118 
years, whereof the firft 40 belong tothe Reign 
of Solomon, and’ the other 78 concern the Go- 
vernment of thofe Kings that fucceeded bim, 
as well inJudah as Uael, as far as this Book 


reacheth. 
SOLO- 
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SOLOMON MADE KING. 


\4vid’s Age and approaching Death , bijbag, thathemight marry her. This 07 
‘gave occation to his: Sons to contend shag was a beautiful Virgin, thatcherifhed and 


Anno Mundi 2989 - 


and before Clarft Toi 5° 
David lengthen 70 
sears of Age, and So- 
lomon. 18. : 


about the Succefion, by the attended King David towards his latter end, 
ambition they had of when his Natural heat began to fail him, fo 


rifing tothe Royal Digni- that they could net keep wramth in him: 


ty; but whilft all werein ‘But Solomon fmelling an ambitious defign in 
fufpence , to know who -thisSuic of Adenijab, caus’d him to be flain. 


would be the new King, «idonijah, his eldeft 
Son, (.4bfalom’s younger Brotlier) being impa- 
tiéntio wear a Crown, mide ‘a great Feaft, to 
which heinvited Josh and’ other Grandecs of 
the Court, whom he hadgain’d to be of his 

Party ; with intention, that after the Feaft 
they fhould proclaim him King. - ae 

When the Day appointed for this Confpi- 
racy was come, Nathan the ‘Prophet being 
inform’d.-of rhe whole Matter, and who knew 
‘that ( according to the Divine Oracle ) Salomon 
was to fucceed ‘his Farther David, went to 
Bathfbeba, Solomons Mothcr,and advis'd her to 
goto the Xing, and acquaint him with .ddo- 
nijabs Contpiracy, and to put him in mind of 
his -Promife, to make Solonst his Succeflor. 
Pacflieba followed Nathans Counfel, and re- 
prefented thefe things to King David; and 
whilft fhe was yer fpeaking, Na:2an came in 
alfo, ard prefenting himielf before the King, 
he enquir’d of him,‘ whether it were with his 
-Confent and Allowance, ‘that fome of his 
Subjects had declar'd ddonijah King? 

‘Dauid feem’d ‘much furpriz’d at thefe 
Tidings, and not-thinking it fit to delay the 
‘time, ordér’d Nathan the’ Propket, to take 
fome of his High Officers along with him, and 
‘to Anoint and Proclaim bis Son Solomon King. 
Which being accordingly performed, and the 
Report of it fpread- abroad through the Crry, 
all thofe who had taken part with Adonijah, 
were fain to flee for it ; and Adonijab him- 
elf apprehending Solomons Anger, went and 
aid hold of the Horns of the Altar, in order 
to fave his life; the news of which being 
brought to Solomen, he premifed to pardon him, 
incafeof his good Behavicur for the future. 

About fome fix Months after this, GOD 
called. David out of this World, after he had 
given to his Son Solomon good Counfel and 
neceflary Inftruétions, how to behave himfelf 
in the Government, and communicated to him 
fome private Orders, which he would have 
him to execute after his Death. Admijah 
foon after his Fitherr Deceafe, moved Barh- 
jbeba, to fue King Soleszon cn bis behalf for 


In like manner he alfo ferved Joab his Faz hers 
General, according to the Command he had 
given him. S#mei alfo, who had fo unpar- 
dorably affronted and abufed his Father Da- 
vid, .in the time of his Flight from dbjahm, 
-was fain to fubmit to the fame fate. 

Sslowtu being thus happily eftablified on 
the Throne, made a Alli. Anno Mundi 299. 
ance with the King of  befire Chrift 101g, 
Ezypt , and married his being tie 20 year of 
Daughter. Sometime af- - Solemons—sg:, and 
ter, GOD appeared to the 3d cf bu Ragn, 
him in a Dream in Gibeon, where he had been 
cifering rooo Burnt Sacrifices, and bade kim 
ask what he would of him. Solozon contider- 
ing that he was King over a great People, and 
thar Sovereign Power could not well be mae 
nag’d without an extraordinary fhare of Pru- 
dence and Wifdom, and chat the greater his Ele- 
vation was, the fironger his Obligation was 
to great and:excellent Actions, though there 
was nothing he ftood fomuch in need of as 
Wifdom, whereby-he might be enabled to go- 
vern his Subjeé?s well and happily, and there- 
fore ‘made that aloné his Petition of GOD. 

The LORD was fo well pleated with this 
his Requelt, which fhewed him already in a 
great meafure poflef of what he had beg’d 
of him, that he promited to beftow fuch a 
meafure of it upon him, as never any Man 
had enjoy’d before him, or ever fhould have 
after him: And forafmuch as he had not asked 
either Riches or Honvur, wHich he feemed to 
undervalue in comparifon of Wifaom, he would 
asa Surplus give him fo great a ihare of them, 
both asnever any King had had before him, or 
any fhould be able to boaft of after him. 

fhe Example of this young Prince, teacceth 
al! Chriftian Kings to make final cfm of 
the Riches, Honours, and Pleafures: of this 
World , and to place their chiefeft glory in 
Showing themlclues the evue Images of shat 
GOD 5am they adore, oy refembling him in 
Wifdom, whred is the Spring of all good things ; 
aad in Juftice, which es the. irue efabliflnent 


of their Thrones. : 
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_* Morning to givebes G4/dSuck, - fl 
~ dead, fad viewingtit-well; found it was none 
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SE JUDGMENT. 


Solomons férhius Pudeinui between tavo Hailots, whereby be Uifcover'd which of 


them both wis the Mother of a Child, 
CoLoMON having obtain’d. of G O D, the 


gift of Wifdom, an occafion hapned not. 


Tne fame Yeay 2989. -- Jong after, which made 
it appear in. its: full luftre and glory, and 
{pread the fame of.it far and near throughout 
the World. Two Harlots prefenting themielves 
before Solomon, as he fat in Judgment, defired 
him to decide a Difference that. was rrfen ber 
tween them:; And one of . themopening.the 
cafe, toldthe King, that Both of them dwelling 
in one Houfe,-withdut any other Company, 
fhe was brought to:: bed «of, a-Ghild, ang. thar 
three days aftee her Conipanign was delivered 
of another, whitly fhe-Idiled.by overlaying 15, 
and finding her 6hild.dead,. the: atp{c.at, Mids 
night and took away: hes Ghild from er. & ¢ 
whilft the flept, layingshe dead Chit in the 
room of it; fo:thde when fhe . ayoke,. Ans the 

dhe; found at 


ofhers. The ather Woman ftrongly deny-d 
all that fhe hdd alledg’d,. to prove, that: the 
living Child was hers; ‘ftrongly aflerted, 
that the dead Ghild fhe had:found. inher Bo- 
fom, wasindeéd her own, Child, -.; - 
_ ‘This intricate “Gafe.,- which had hapned 
without Proof or Witnefs ina -Lone-houte, 
wherein there was haorher Company, but the 
Parties concern’d, and. in the dead-time of 
theNight, did'indéed require a Head like Solo 
mons, to difcufs and decide it ; whoupon this 
occafion gave a convincing.’ Proof of ‘the ex- 
cellent knowledge of Nature he wasendow'd 
with, as not only: underftanding the,virtnes 
and powers of Plats; Trees; and dnimals, but 
alfo the moft fecret propenfities and inclina- 
tions of the Heart of Man, and amongft.the 
reft, the tender affetions and bowels of Mo, 
thers towards their Children. 

For Solomon having heard the Plea of them 
both, commanded a Sword to-be brought him, 
and pronounced this Sentence, which at firft 
fight {eem’d very ftrange and unjuft, One of 
you (Laid Solomon ) [aitn, The living Som ts 
mine, and thy Child. is dead, and the other 
faith, Not fo, but thy Son isdead, and mine #8, 
living : Wherefore divide the living Child, 
and give the one half to the one, and the 


other half to the osher, The true Mither _ 


which they equally pretended to, 


having heard the Kizg pronounce this Sene- 


tence, her bowels being moved and yerning 
for her Son, eartiefly entreated the King, by 
no, means to kill the innocent Bade, but rather 
give ic to her who falfly pretended to it, and 
had robbid her: of.it: But the falfe Mother 


approved the Equity of the Sentence, and cone - 
fented, that fince they could not agree about. 
the Giild, ic might be divided, and each have: 


haif, :fince both could not have.the whole. . 
~ | Solomon had. no fooner heard their diffrent 
refle&tions upon the: Scutence he-had given, 
but he adjudged the Hing Child tobe given 


tp her, who (by her defire and earneftnef to 
fave the. Childs Life). had given an incontefta--. 


ble Proof, that.it-was her own, -her. Motherly 
bowels and affection evincing it beyand a poi- 
fidiliry.of doubting: Thus by Solomons great 


Sagacity ‘and. Wiidom .was the true Mother 


- * te 


difcover'd, chis difficule Cafe decided, and the 


Matter. that had been fo fecretly handled. 
without any Witneffes, laid open and ex 


pos'd to the view ofall Men. 
, By this means.Solomon eyme’d the, truth of 


- what-he himfelf faith in his Proverbs, Thar 


a King feated on. his. Throne of Fudgment; hus 


in fome meafure the Spirit of Divination ou bis 


Lips, and that it is a wery- difficult. thing tc - 


impofe upon bis. Prudzice and. great. Sagacity ,. 
as having the:cleaxneds of fight to difcern. 
between Truth and Lies, — Se 
- The Fathers take noti 
Women do excellently reprefent the difference 


thera is between the true aud- falfe Pattors: of. - 


the Church: abe fall Paftors accufed ihe, true 
one of killing and 


make ufe of chis Tupafture., to fow Divifions 
and Diffenfions in the Church: But the true’ 


Paftors (on the contrary ) verifie themfelves to’ 


be fuch by the Motherly Bowelt they haue. for 
ther Spiritual Children ; they defire only their 
Salvation, axd not at-all their own Glory, and 
will rather fuffer others to {natch tram then 
the: Souls they have nourifbed with the word of. 
Life, than to give the leaf occafton, of . dividing: 
the Unity of the Church, | 


THE 


ce, that, thefe two- 


‘deftroying. the Souls com- ~ 
mitted to their Charge; wiszreas\indced. they.- 
themfelves are they that. murtker them ; and 


% 
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The Defcriptionof JERUSALEM. 


He City of jerufalem, more famous for 
her Warlike Atchievements than Baby- 
lon, or Rome, and far fur pafling them for Sto- 
ries Sacred and Miraculous ; and for its Anti- 
quity takes place of both, being but few 
years after the Confufion of Languages. 
” "This Gity, which in David's time was the 
place of publick Worthip , the Seat of the 
Kings, and the Metropolis of the whole Coun- 
try, was fir buile, by Melchifedeck, that 1s, 
King of Righteoufne/s, (for fo the word fig- 
nifies ) Prieft and King, and contemporary 
with Abrabam, and call'd Salem, that is, Peace 5 
both Names fuiting well together, fince in all 
human Societies, Peace can’t be maintain’d 
but by Juftice, nor Fuftice be ever better’ exe- 
cutedthanin the time of Peace. But it be- 
ing afterwards poffeft by the Febufites, they 
fromtheir Anceftors gave it the Name 
Jebus, from Jebus one of the Sons of Canaan, 
the Son of Gham or Ham, and Grandchild of 
Nosh ; for when Gham paffed over the Ex- 
phrates with the Canaanites , Mitfraimites. 
and Phutites, all following towards Egypt , 
whereof Ganaan dropt by the way, and feated 
in the Holy Land; and in this moft pleafant 
and fertile Country, the numerous Off-fpring 
of thefo prophane Goenaanites over{pread 
themfelves, and fevering it in parcels amongft 
their Tribes, gave Names thereunto according 
to their Father; yet the whole Country re- 
taining the Name of Canaan from their 
Grandfire. Andhere feveral of his Sons built 
Cities amongi{t others, Jebus; which afterwards 
took the Name of jersfalem, ox Hierofolyma, 
For until this Ciry was conquer’d by King 
David, (where he eftablith’d his Royal Seat ) 
we find, it had no other Name than Jebus ; 
from whence the Conqueror called it after 
himfelf Kiriath David, or the City of David, 
and under that Name was it called all his 
days, and after, until King Solomon enlarged 
and beautified it, and adorn’d it with the 
Sacred Temple of the LORD, which became 
‘more famous all the World over, than ever 
was that vaft and rich Temple of Diana at 
Epheus, one of the feven Wonders of the 
World, Now by reafon of thefe Noble Addi- 
tions of Solomon, and for that it was an Em- 
blem of this Prince's moft peaceable Reiga , 


» 


and for that it was enrich’'d with the moft 
Sacred Temple of Peace, wherein all People 
were to make Atonement for their Sins, in 
order to obtain their everlafting Peace with 
GOD, it was ever after call’d Hierofelyma in 
the Hebrew Tongue, thatis, The Inheritance of 
Peace, ox The Vifion of Peace; and fuch efpe- 
cially was it inthe time of our Sevieur Fefus 
Ghrif, when the Peace of GOD, which pafferh 
all underftanding, was preach’d, and feen there 
reigning, Phil. 4. 7. ; 

This City was held by the Febufites, and 
called Jebus by the {pace of 80 years, whe 
fortified it in fuch fort, that when King De- 
vid made preparations to attack it, they 
gave out, that they would oppofe his whole 
Forces only with their Blind, Lane, and De. 
crepie ; but they weredeceived in their Boaft- 


of ings and Imaginations, for King Devid van- 


oe them, took the City, and drove out 
the Inhabitants; afterwards he repaired the 
Breaches, fortified the Tower of Sien, and buile 
round about from Milo inward, and named 
it as aforefaid by his own Name, 2 Sam. chs. 
and made it the Capital City, not only of 
Gudea, but of his whole Kingdom. 

Here Dovid fet up the Tabernacle upon 
Mount Sion, which fome confound with the 
Coaft of Gabaen, and caus’d the 4rk of the 
Covenant to be brought thither in great Joy. 
By this meanshe caufed the blefling of GOD 
to come upon this Holy City, fo that it ime 
prov’d in ftrength, largenefs and {plendor in 
the Reign of King Solomen and his Succeffors, 
being enrich’d with magnificent Buildings 5 
and in particular the Temple, full of rich Or- 
nements,and in great part overlaid with pure 
Gold, infomuch that Jerufelem came to be 
one of the moft famous Cities inthe World, 
and chofenby GOD to be the place of his 
holy Worfoip, heaped with Profperity, ficuate 
in the midft of a populous Nation, and envi- 
son’d with 2 moft pleafane and agreeable 
Country, Ezek. 5. 5- 

In the Divifion of the Land of Canaan, in 
the time of Jofbue, ie fellto the Tribe of 
Benjamin, as is deferibed in the Map of the 
Land of Canaan. 

The Kings that Reigned here after Davids 
taking it from the Jebufites, were as sea ht ; 

. sit, 
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Firft, King David, who Reigned 33 years: out of the Kings Palace all that he. could find 
aly. King Selemon his Son, 40. 3ly, Rehoboam remaining of the /4féls and Treafure. After 
his Son, 17. 4thly, abéjam his Son, 3. sthly, all this yet held out Gedelia one part of a year 


Afa his Son, 41. 6thly, fehofaphat his Son, 25. 
gthly, Soram, 8. eth 

ziah,1. othly, Athaliah his Wife, as Queen, 6. 
rothly, foal Son of Abaziah, 40. 1 ithly, Ama- 


as Vaflal to the Chaldeans, but he was flain 


y, feheabax or Aba- by Imael; the remainder of the People fled 


away into Egypt , and carried Jeremiah the 
Prophet with them, Jer. 43. Then fang the 


ziah Son of Foafb, 29. s2thly, Uzziah Son of Prophet this lamentable Song, fcr. Chap. 1. 


Amaziah, 52. r3zthly, Fotham or foathan Son 
of Uzziah, 16. 
under his Father and after, 16. rsthly, Heze- 
kish Son of haz, 29. r6thly, Manafeb Son 
of Hezekiah, 52. rythly, AmonSon of Manaj- 
feh,2. 18thly, Fofiah Son of 4mon, 31. 19thly, 
Jehoahaz or Foachaz,Son of Fofiah, 3 Months. 
2oth , Fehojakim Brother of Fehoshax, 11. 
21th, Jehojakim Son of Febojatim, 3 Months 
and 10 Days. 22th, Zedekiah, Brother of feho- 
jekim, 11 years, and after one year more fol- 
lowed the ee 


1gthly, Abaz Son of Fothan, 


Thus this miferable People remained Cap- 
tive, and their Country ruin’d and Jay uncul- 
tivated, and their City lay ruinate, the Wals 
being pulled down, and the Hoxfesdemolifh'd, 
becoming the Habitation for Bats and Owis for 
the fpace of 7o years, until the Land had-lier 
fill of Sabbaths, 2 Ghron. 36. 21. During the 
qo years Captivity at Babylon, Nebuchadnez~ 
zar Reigned over thefe Coafts 25 years, Ewid- 
merodach his Son 28 years, and Belazzzar 
his Grandfon 17 years, 2 Chron. 46. 20. ... 

At the end of the 14 years of Belfhazzar , 


Thus Jerufalem was governed by 21 Kings, came Gyrus King of Perfia, and Darius. the 
and Queen Athaliah, for the {pace of 466 Median Prince, and laid Siege to Babylon for 


Years, 6 Months, and 10 Days, of which 390 
years werefromthe Rebellion of the 10 Tribes 
unto the Captivity; and the 33 of Devid, 
the g00f Solomon, and the 6 Months of Reho- 
boam were before the Rebellion, the 10 Days 
were the excefs of one year, wherein the Sun 
went backwards inthe days of 44az. And in 
this time Jerufalem-was grown to that bignefs, 
that ic had no lefs than 150 Furlongs incom: 
pafs, which is 18% Englifb Miles, and nums 


. bring above 150000 Inhabitants. But at the 


end of thefe years, in the Reign of Eliakim, 
Nebuchadnezzer King of Babylon, and of the 
‘Chaldeans came, and utterly deftroy’d both 
City and Country, Kingdom and People, bound 
the King in brazen Chains, and carried him 
Prifoner into his own Country, with certain 
Veffels out of the Temple, and placed them 
in the Houfe of his Gods at Babylon. Fehoe 
jakim fucceeding him, was 3 Monthsafter alfo 
carried away captive by Nebuchadnezzar , 
with the remainder of the rich Veflels of the 


Temple, and in the room of Jehojakim placed © 


his Uncle Zedekiah ; but he rebelling and 
defiling the Santfuary of GOD, and _contem- 
ning his holy Prophets, and all the Inftru&tions 
which they preach’d unto him in his Name, 
the King of the Chaldeans returned the third 
time, took the City, deftroyed the People, burnt 
the Temple, with all the fumptuous Buildings 
and razed the Walls to the ground, carrie 

away captive all the reft of the People (except 
a very few) and took out of the Zemple, and 


3 years together ; at the end of which was 
Belfbazzar carrouling Wine with his Goncu- 
bines, in the holy Véefels of the. Temple in 
Babylon, when the Hand-writing appear’d on 
the Wal, which made him tremble for fear, 
and the Night after Gyr having drained the 
River Exphrates dry, the City was taken, and 
Belfbazzar flain, Dav.5. And then Reigned 
Darius one year, and inthat year ic was chat 
the Prophet Daniel fet himfelf to feek the 
LORD by Prayer and Fafting, for that he had 
underftood by Books, thatthe 7o years were 
cleanrun out, in order that the People mighr 
be reftored again to their City and Counery, 
and that the Templeand City might be rebuilr, 
Dan. 9. Immediately was this Prayer heard, 
and on the fame year died King Dariw, and 
Gyrus coming in his place, gave order for their 
Return out of Captivity, and accordingly. the 
Gold and Silver: Veilels of the Zem~ple being’ 
delivered to Zorobabel, no time was loft, with 
them, but immediately cameaway with great 

Acclamations of oy. x . . 
The 1f? year they could do but little more. 
than ereét little Hurs to lodge in, employing 
their time for the clearing and carrying 
away the Rutbifh, for the laying the Founda- 
tion of the Zempic: The 2d year wis. alfo 
employed in Re-edifying the Tizple, and the 
like was the 34, until ftope by the Command 
of Cambyfes, which lafted all his days, during 
thefe times the Jews buile them Houfes tor 
their own dwelling, until reproved by the 
R Prophers 
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Prophets Haggai and Zachariah. In the 2d year 
‘of Darius (after the Babylonian Rebel was 
overthrown ) they began again to build the 
Temple, and were fo encouraged by the King, 
that ins years the inward Temple was finifht, 
and in 2 years more the Courts were compleat- 
ed. After 49 years more was this City ftill 
more and more rifing in Beauty and Honour, 
until fhe began to come to her former Gran- 
deur; but yet fhe had not her Walls of 
ftrength until Artazerxes ( King of Perfia ) 
permitted them, and to that purpofe Nehe- 
miah came with Commiffion to fee it done, 
and all was finifh’d, and the Gates fet up for 
its fecurity and defence in 52 days, Neh.6.15. 
Thus did this Cty arife again to its fplen- 
dour, and focontinued until the coming of 
‘our Saviour; and during thefe times was go- 
verned by Chief Rulers and High Priefts , 
until the time came of the utter Subverlion 
thereof. During the Perfian Monarchy, the 
times'were not frowning onthem. In the 
Reign of King Artaxerxes Longhand there was 
one Haman, Son of Hamedathathe Aggagite , 
who endanger’d the undoing the whole Nati- 
on of the Jews, not only here, but in other 
parts of the World; but by the Providence of 
‘GOD, andthe means of Queen Effher and Mor- 
decai, it was prevented : This was fome few 
years before the coming of Nehemiah, for the 
‘yaifing up the Walls of Ferufalem, by the pro- 
curement of Queen Effh:r. In thefe days 
lived Fudithof Bethulia, famous for Behead- 
ing Olfernes, who was a great Commander 
ander Nebuchadnezzar, who rebellioufly 
reigned at Babylon during the time of Darius 
King of Perfia, and waxing proud, fent Ol- 
fernes out Weltward again{t Judes and others, 
whilft himfelf made head againft the Perf- 
ans; but this Olofernes perifhed, being out- 
witted by Judith ; Nebuchadnezzar was van- 
quifhed by Darius, and being fhucup in Baby. 
lon; was betray’d by Zopyris, and Darius 
‘reigned overall. And in the 2d year after 
this, was that fecond of Darius, when the 
building of che Ztmple went forward, Ezra 6. 
Inthe days of 4rtaxerxes Ochus, there was 
‘one Bagofes, who was Lieutenant to the King 
cf Perfia in thefe Parts, who came to Jerufa- 
hm with Threats; occafioned, for that Jona- 
than the High Prieft, who had {lain his Bro- 
ther Menaffeh, for Marrying a Daughter of 
Sanbadat of Sawaria , and contended with 
hini for the Priesthood ( ‘Sofepl. Autig. ) Nebem. 
13. 28. but when Alexander had got the Em- 
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pire, Sanballet got the ftart of the Jews, ftruck 
in with the Conqueror, and incenfed him 
againft them; but as Alexander lay before 
Gaza, Sanbailat died before the Walks thereof, 
fo that he had not the accomplifhment of his 
ends; howhbeit Alexander having mafter’d 
Gaza, cameagaintt Jerufalem in great wrath ; 
but Faddus (who was High Prieft at that time) 
came out of the City in his Prieftly Robes to 
meet him ; and no fooner did Alexander fee 
him, but his wrath was turned into Reverence, 
and doing him great Honour, left alfo noble 
Marks of his kindnefs behind him at Jerse 
falem. But Alexander being dead, Prolomeus 
Lagus, Lord of Egypt, was not focivil; for 
he coming upon them on the Sabbath-day, 
(whilethey made no defence) took his advan- 
tage of their Superftition, furpriz’d the City, 
made the Gétizens his Captives, and carried 
away many.of them Prifoners into Egypt : 
And thus it wasan apt Prey unto. whom{oe- 
ver was Conqueror ; fometimes the Syrians 
were their Lordi, and otherwhiles the Egypii- 
ans, untilthe end that Prolomy having van- 
quith’d -Antigonus , enjoyed all Paleftine in 
Peace. After him Ptolemy Philadelphus held it, 
who did the fews much honour, and caufed 
the famous Tranflation of the Old Teftament 
into the Greek Tongue by the Septuagint. 

But Antiochus, called the Great, difturbed 
Paleftine with Wars in the Reign of Ptolomy 
Philopater, and fubdued the whole Country, 
yet fhewed kindnefs to the fews ; but the Son 
of this Antiochus (called Epiphanes ) was a 
bloody Perfecutor, who polluted the Sanétuary 
of the Moft High, took away the Daily Sa- 
crifice, and fet up the Abomination of Delola- 
tion for the {pace of 2300 Days, Dax. 11. 31. 
Chap. 8. 13, 12, 13,14. and made havock of 
the Prople, killing and carrying them away 
Captives, and compelling them to Sacrifice to 
Idols, until few of them were left. 


. Thefe were bittertimesamongft ’em, until — 


Judas Maccabew, and his Brethren, with a 
{mall help ftood up and adventured their 
Lives for the Service of GOD, and did won- 
ders, cleanfing the Altar of GOD, and relto- 
red, their Religion. This Judas fpent his time 
in fighting the Battels of the LORD in which 
he was victorious; and after him Jonathan 
his Brother did the like, and became famous 
until he was murther’d by Zryphon : But Simon 
‘(another Brother ) caft out .the Gantiles from 
the Holy City, and reftored Ferufalem and the 
Warfbip of GOD ; and from this time ee 

jepan 
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began the Jews once again to be their own 
Mafters, and to give Laws to their Neighbour 
Princes. Yet this Simon was alfo flain by 
Treachery ; but his Son (called John) revenged 
his Death, grew great, and prevailed againtt 
the Syrians, andleft his Eitate to Ariftobulus 
his eldeft Son. This Man would be called 


- King, but died after one years Reign, and his 


Brother Alexander fucceeded him, who had an 
unquiet Reign with the Syrians and his own 
Rebellious Subjects for 27 years. Before thefe 
times, the Jews were become famous for their 
knowledge, efpecially in Divine things. 
Inthe ews return from Captivity, there 
was one named Ezra, a Famous Scribe, or 
Learned Man; after him was Simon the Fuft, 
a great promoter of Learning; after him 
role up <Antigonus Sochews, who was a great 
Zealot for Gods Laws, and had many follow- 
ers ; but from his corrupted Zeal fprang up 
the Se& ofthe Pharifees. There was alfo one 
Sadoc, who was Antigonus’s Pupil, who in the 
end being tired with the ftri& Religious Life, 
fell off, and became the Father of the Sad- 
duces; and John Hircanus (the High Prieft ) 
being troubled with the Infolences of the 
Pharifees becamea profeft Sadducee, and like- 
wife his Sons afterhim. But in the Reign of 
this Alexander the Pharifees were fo popular, 
that they gave Law even to the King, and 
occafioned great Troubles. After this dlexan- 
der, his Wife Salome Reigned fome years ; 
but at her Death, 4riftobulus the younger Son 
was very troublefom, even to the difthroning 
of hisEider Brother. In thofe days came Pom- 
pey the Great into Syria, in purfuit of his 
Conquefts, and taking advantage of the Dif- 
orders amongft the Jews, took Ferufalem, pro- 
phaned the Zemple, and leftthem in Servitude 
to the Romans. ie 
A while after came Crafis by, in his Par- 
thian Expedition, and robb’d the Temple; but 
in the end Herod (the Son of <ntipater ) an 
Edomite, a Man tho’ of a bafe and mean 
Parentage, by his Subrilty and great Fortune 
ain’d the Kingdom, and reigned many years. 
n the latter end of whofe Reign was our 
Saviour Fefus Chrift born, and in thefe days 
the City of Ferufalen flourifh’d in Wealth, 
Peace, and Honour, as well as in all manner 
of Wifdom and Knowledge ; only the Fews 
could not be well fatisfied in being under the 
Government of this Strangerand to be fway’d 
bythe Roman Power. But alas! their Pride 
wastheir greateft overthrow; for their not 
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receiving the LORD of Life, they loft that 
Liberty and Bleffing which he brought down 
from Heaven for them, had they not defpifed 
it, and contemned him and his Doérix taught 
amongft them, and in the end Crucified him 
betwixt two Thieves; but they knew not the 
things that belonged to their Peace and Eter- 
nal Happinefs, they being hid from their Eyes ; 
and therefore was it foretold what Calamities 
fhould befal them, and that one Stone fhould 
not be left upon another of all its Buildings 
fhe fo boafted of, Luke 19,43,44. Ghap.21.0. 
and fo accordingly it cameto pafs. 

Forty years (under the Type of fo many 
Days) GOD had promifed to bear the Iniquity 
of the Houfe of Judah, Ezek. 4.6. and this 
feem’d to be fulfilled at thistime ,for io many 
years, bearing date from the Murther of our 
Saviour, until the toral deftrudtion of the 
Fews were fulfilled. In the year of Jefus Chriff 
32 finifhed, and 33 currant, was our Saviour 
Crucified; the Zews crying out to Pontius 
Pilate, His Blood be upon us and our Children , 
Matth.27.25. And many years after this went 
away thefe Murtherers unpunith’d, as if they 
had donenno hurt ; and the Apoftles and Dij- 
ciples of Chrift fuffer’d much, fome_being 
Martyr'd, others Imprifon'd, and perfecuted 
from placeto place : But asthefe forty years 
began to wax nigh, fo Vengeance began to 
draw upon them, and firft (like a gathering 
Cloud) it hover’d ore head, and fhed its Drops 
round about ferufalem, before the City it felf 
fele the {mart. 

The firft that fele this Vengeance after the 
Death of Chrift, were the Jews at Rome, who 
being deteéted in certain Treacheries. upon 
Fulvia aNoble Romifh Lady, and complain’d 
of to Tiberius the Emperour , by Siturnius 
the Ladies Husband ; all the Jews that were 
there, for the fake of thofe fewthat were 
faulty, were banith’d, flaughter’d, and driven 
into Sardinia, beiggsmany thoufands. Next 
unto thefe at Rome, were thofe at Alexandria, 
who upon a {mall Quarrel inthe days of Ca- 

jus the Emperour, for 3 years together, were 
continually perfecuted with Scorns,Robberies 
Slaughters and Exile, to a great devaftation. 
After this about the beginning of Claudine the 
Fews at Babylon felt the fame fmart, thoufinds 
being kill’d, and the Survivors efcapirg fled 
into Seleucia; where (after two years relpite) 
both the Greeks and. Syrians fell upon them, 
and flew about 50000 of them ; from thence 


the Remnant that efcaped, fled to Crefiphon ; 
R 2 but 
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but here all Nasions joyned againft them, and 
drove them away to the ftrong Holds of Ni- 
filis and Neards, 

And now Jerufalen began to be a Fellow 
fufferer ; for in the days of Cumanus the Go- 
vernour, by reafon ofa quarrel with the Cen- 
tinel at the Temple Gate, about 20000 Men 
were flain at the Psffover time. The next 
that fell uponthem was in the time of Felix 
the Governour, where many were flaughtered 
both at Ferufalen and Cefarca. But as the 
40 years grew near the accomplifhment, Geffi- 
4 Florvs inthe Reign of Nerocame to be Go- 
vernour of jerufalem, who gave himfelf who- 
ty ro Blood and Revengeagainftthem, fo that 
in the 2318 of Nero, and the 6sth of Jefus 
Chrif, many thoufands of them were {lain 
by his means at Cefarca, and not long after 
the Perfecution came to Serufalem, where thofe 
Noble Jews that were honoured with the Ro- 
man Knighthood fuffered under this Florus , 
many of them perifhing by publick Whip- 
ping and Slaughter ; but thefe were but the 
beginning of Sorrows, for prefently the Wars 
broke out, and ( as if all Nations had hated 
the Jews ) they began in all places to make 
flaughter of them. At Cefarea, the Syrians 
flew about 30000 of them: At Seythopolis, 
the Inhabitants flew about 13000 ofthem: At 
Ajcalon, about yo000: At Ptolemais, about 
20000: At Tyrus a great many ; the like at 
Gadara: At Alexandria the old grudge re- 
vived, and the Greeks and Egyptians there 
flew about s0000 more. Ceftius Gallus burne 
and fpoiled the City Zabulon ; Cefinnius Gal- 
lus flew about 2000 in Afamon, and Ceftius 
flew about 8000 more in Joppa. At Damaf- 
cus were flain about 1co00; Aatonius, Go- 
vernour of Askelon flew in Battle about 10000 
at onetime, and 8000 at another: After this 
came Vfpafien into Galilee, and wafting the 
Country, teak Gadars, where he killed with- 
out mercy : Titushis Son at Japha flew‘ a- 


bout 15000; Fefpafian took jetapata, and- 


flew there absur ycooo Men. At Foppa 
perifhed by Shipwreck and Slaughter 4200 : 
At Tarithea upon the Lake, were flain and 
taken Captives above 13000; at Gamala 
perifhed near 9000 more, and at G:fcala 
were flain and taken Captives about so000 
more. Inthe 13th year of Nero, Gadara was 
taken a 2dtime, and near 15000 Jews flain 
and taken Captives: Next at Begabri and 
Caphartopha , about roovo perished , and 
yoco made Captives; and laftly, ar Jericho 
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and thereabouts were great flaughters made. 
For all which I refer-the Reader to Fofephus’s 
Hiltory, where all is more largely handled. 
But now for fometime thefe atightes had 
fome intermiffion, occafioned by Nero’s Death, 
and Vefpafian’s Abfence; yet great flaughters 
were amongft them. But the great deftru- 
&ion hapned unto them in the 7oth year of 
our LORD, when Vefpafian ( who Comman- 
dedin the Eaf, that he might reftrain the 
frequent Seditions of the Jews.) after he had 
pofleft himfelf of divers places in Fudea, en- 
deavour’d to make himfelf mafter of Ferufa. 
lem, and tothat end blockt it up ata diftance 
by feveral Forts, which cut off Provifions from 
theCity, and incommoded the feveral ways ; 
but hearing of the Death-of Nero and Galba, 
together with Diforders that arofe from the 
Contefts berween Orho and Vitelixs, heretir’d 
to Cefarea, where he had an eye to all the 
Territories thereabouts, fhewing more con- 
cernment for the profperity of the Empire, than 
for foreign Conquefts ; fo that for his Vertue 
he was chofen Emperour, and maintained in 
thar Digniry by the Forces he Comman- 
ded. His Affairs in Egypt being fet in order, 
and Preparations made for his Journey to Rome, 
his Son Titus return’d to Judea, to finish there 
what his Father had begun ; his defign being 
very much facilitated by the Diffentions at 
Jerufalem, which was divided into three fa@ti- 
ons, cruelly warring upon each other within 
the Walls of the City, burning each others 
Houles, and fetting fire to the publick Maga- 
zines, to the deftruction of 2 great quantity 
of Ammunition and Provifions, of which they 
were reduc’d to a moft Jamentable want when 
the City wasbefieged. So dreadful a confufion 
of Mifchief and Slaughter there was amongft 
thefe wretched People, that they forbore not 
to kill one another even in the Temple. 
During thefe Strifesand Tuzults there ap- 
peared over this City a Comet in form of 2 
‘Sword, which feemed to denounce further ene 
geanteto come upon thefe Impious People. 
Titus encampt himlelf round about, and Jaid 
a formal Siege: whereupon the Beffeged think- 
ing it then time to unite againft the Common 
Enemy, ftoutly defended themfelves, and made 
frequent Sallies upon them ; by which means, 
although they more and more exafperated the 
Romans againft them, yet Titus forbore not to 
make feveral overtures of Treaty for Peace, 
offering them good Conditions, which they 
foolifhly rejef&led with Infolence and Scorn. 


The 
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The truth is, the Befegers made but flow pro- 
gre(s fora great while, and perhaps had been 
hard put to it, had nota new Diffention arofe 
amongft the Befieged, only the three foremen- 
tioned Parties were reduced totwo, the Heads 
whereof were John and Simon ; and they alfo, 
when they obferv’d Titus at the Head of his 
Troops preparing for 2 General -Affaule, fo far 
united ; that they made a fhift to beat them 
off, and rendred wholly fuccelslefS this ficit 
Affault of the Romens, who neverthelefs conti- 
nued to batter the firft Wall with their Batcer- 
ing Rams and other Warlike Machins, and at 
length made fuch a breach in it, that the Be- 
fleged were forc’d to abandon it, and rerire 
within the fecond Wall. 

Thus the Romans became Mafters of the 
sutWard Wall the 7th day of May, and five 
days after they gained the fecond Wall ; yet 
Titus {triGtly forbid the flaughtering of any 
that fhould be taken, as alfo the burning of 
their Houfes, by which civility he fo far won 
upon the generality of the Inhabitants, that 
they began to hearken toa Surrender ; but 
the Mutineers oppofed even to a threatning 
with Death any one that fhould dare to {peak 
any more of it, though ftill Titus offered them 
very good Conditions. Upon thisnew Re- 
folution of keeping the place ,the Befeged fal- 
lied out and drove the Romans fromthe 2d 
Retrenckment ; but 4 daysafter the Befiegers 
retake it, raze down the Wal, and put itrong 
Guards‘into the Towers. Titus preparing tO 
attack the 3¢ Well, to avoid the further ef- 
fufion of Blood, fends a new Summonsto the 
Befieged ; but the obftinate Party infatuated 
to theirruin, will hearken to no Accommoda- 
tion. Then an Attack ismade upon the Tower 
or Fort Antonia, on both fides at once, an 
two high Batteries raifed, to pourdown from 
each fide upon the Defendants : To whom ne- 
verthelefs, at the fame time he fent Jofcphus, 
to reprefent unto them the defperatenefs of 
their Condition, in cafe they hearkned not 
intime to fome reafonabie terms of Agree- 
ment ; but inftead of yieldingto Reafon, they 
drove back the Embaffader with Arrow-fher, 
anda return of fcofting Meflagesta bin thae 
fent him, althé at the fame time reduc'd to a 
moft prodigious Famine, even very near to 
the devouring one another; however they 
burn and ruin’dthe Batteries of the [failants, 
and render’d them ufelefs. On the other fide, 
Titus blocks them up fo clofe, that nothing 
could be carried in or out; moreover, they 
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were fo pefter'd and annoy’d with the dea’ 


Carkafes, that they were forc'd for want 0 
other convenience of Burial, to convey them 
(as well asthey could) out of the ai, to keep 
their Houfes, Streets, and publick places free. 

A Deéferter seported to the Romans, that 
at one Gate ( where he kept Guard during 
the Siege ) no lefs than 115880 Bodies had 
been carried out; and it isaffirm’d fora Truth, 
that all the Gates of the City had fent out 
at lealt 600000 of the pooreft fort, belidesa 
great number of thofe ie were not carried 
out, but were thrown on heaps in the out- 
places of certain great Houfes, ‘where they fell 
fick and died. Within the City 2 Bufhel of 
Corn was fold for 600 Crowns ; the poor fed 
upon fuch things as they could find, as Grafs, 
Hay, Old Hides, and Cow-dung was a delicate 
Dith ; yet could notall thefe difmal Accidents 
difpofe thefe obdurate Wretches to a Surrender. 

At the beginning of July the Tower of An- 
tonia being taken by force, the Befiged be- 
took themfelves to the Timple, where ‘after 
Fireand Sword had raged for fome time, to 
the flaughter of vaft Multitudes, as well of 
the Afjailants as Defendants, at length (much 
againit the Will of Titus, who had a great 
mind to have preferved fo noble a Structure) 
the Temple took firethe toth day of Axguft, 
being the very fame Month and Day that the 
firft Temple had been deftroyed and burnt by 
the Chalteans; being 1130 Years, 7 Months, 
and 15 Days, according to the moft received 
computation after the faid Temple was foun- 
ded by Solomon, and 639 Years and 45 Days 
after the fecond had been rebuilt by Zorobadel. 
However this Computation agrees not altoge- 
ther with that of the Jews, who allow but 416 


d Years duration to the firft Temple, and 420 to 


the fecond. In this expugnation and deftructi- 
on of the Zemple, there was fo great a flaughter 
of the Jews, that fled thither for Sanétuary, 
(the fury of the Conquerour neither {paring 
Age nor Sex) that the blood of the flain flow- 
ed like a River down the Steps ; andtho’ the 
grand Musincers made their efcape and defence 
from place to place for a few days, yet at laft 
they ferved only to compleat the Number , 
and to fill che Streets and pablick Places with 
their dead Garkaffes. . 
In this Siege, from the 14thof April to the 
Sth of September, there fell by the Sword and 
Famine 11000c0 Jews, alfo 97000 taken 
Prifoners by the Romans, befides Milions that 


erifhed in filence. The remainder of this 
miferable. 
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miferable City being reduc’d to Afbes, what- 
ever was fav'd of the Booty, was employ’d to 
enrich the Triumph of Vefpafian, and his Son 
Titus : And after that, forthe Ornament of the 
Temple of Peace, which was ere&ted at Rome. 

In procefs of time, the Emperour Adrian 
having obrain’d freth Vi&tories over the fews, 
who rebelled under the Condué of Barcho- 
chabas, had a fancy to rebuild it on Mount 
Calvary, calling itfrom his own Name delia ; 
but at the fame time exprefly forbidding the 
Jews to inhabit there: In profecution of 
which Probibitzon, to render the place the more 
odious and execrable to them, he caufed the 
Image of a Hog to be ples over the Gate, and 
from thenceforth the Chriftian Church of 
Ferns of Ferufalem chofe not their Bishops, as 
formerly, from amongft thofe of the Circumci- 
fron, Conftantine the Great ( out of his Devo- 
tion, and partly excited by his Mother Helena) 
enrich’d it with many fair Edifices, and with a 
fumptuous Temple for the Chriftians, for the 
performance of their Divine Service, in the 
very place where the Sepulchre of Jelus Chrift 
hadbeen. julianthe Apoftate, in hatred of 
Chriftianity, permitted the Jews to rebuild 
theirs ; but as they were bulie at work (in 
clearing the Foundations) flames of Fire iffuing 
cut of che Eartd hindred their defign, and de- 
ftroyed both the Workmen and their Work, as 
Ammianus Marcelinus, a Pagan Writer, ( and 
therefore rhe more credible) upon this Subje& 
recites. Solong as the Roman Empire conti- 

nued flourifhing in rhe Eaft, Jerufalem kept up 
jts Grandeur in the Profeffion of Chrifian 
Religion: but after that the Saracens came in 
like a Deluge upon thofe parts, it remain’d 
fome timein their poffeffion; then it came 
into the hands of the Chr:ftians, till at length 
it fel] under the Turki{b Yoke, who poffefs it to 
thisday, neverthelefs give Toleration to the 
Chriftians ; fo that it is inhabited by a People 
differing as well in Language, as in Sentiment 
of Religion and Form of Worfhbip. 

Ferufalem is feated 7 Leagues trom Jordan , 

10 from the Mediterranzan, 50 trom Grand 

Cairo, 72 from Antioch, 167 from Mecca, 1713 
from Niniveh, 174 from Babylon, 225 from 
Conftantinople, 355 from Mofco, 388 from Na- 
ples, 390 from Cracovia in Poland, 402 from 
Vienna, 411 from Rome, 430 from Venice, 541 
from Amjterdam, 558 from Paris, and 592 
from London. 

Now as the whole of this Jc/mographical 
Map of Jerufalem lerves to rzprefent to us its 


The Defeription of JERUSALEM. 


Place, for the underftanding of feveral places 
of Scripture, andin particular the 34 Chapter 
of Nehemiah; Moreover, the Ornaments which 
encircleit, havetheir references to divers o« 
ther places of the Word of GOD; For Example, 
the Figures of the Ark of the Covenant, of 
the Table of Shew-bread, and of the Golden- 
Candlefticks, belonging to the 25th Chapter 
of Exodus ; rhat of the Tabcrnacle, co the 26th 
and 27th Chaprers; that of the High Prief 
in his Pontifical Habits, co the 28th Chapter ; 
and that of the Altar of Perfumes, to the 30th 
of the faid Book ; that of Solomons Temple, and 
the Brazen Seca, to the 6th and 7th Chapters 
of the Firft Book of Kings. A, brief account 
of al} which here followeth, referring the 
Reader to the feveral Chapters abovefaid. 
The Tabernacle. 

M% having brought to the People the 

Tables of the Law, and they being 
refolved to render to 
GOD a faithful Obedi- 
ence; this Holy Man 


Anno Mundi,2513. 
being 6 Months ufter 
their going ont of E- 


ehanch ° BYPts but this Taber- 
: ghtofnothing more, eee at finifh'd 
than to execute what until the beginning of 


GODhadcommandedhim ¢ _ the next year. 
during thofe go Days onthe Mount. But be- 
fore he undertook any Work, he affembled 
the People together, and declared to them 
what GOD had commanded him to do; to 
the end, that every one fhould freely offer 
what he was able towards fo greata Work. 
Hardly had he made this Propofal unto them, 
but that they freely brought in all their pre- 
cious Ornaments, even the Women did not 
{pare their Pendants, Bracelets, Rings,and moft 
rich Veféls; they gave alfo what they had of 
rich Stuffs and Perfumes. And Mofes having 
chofen Perfons enlightned with Wifdom 
from GOD, to overfee thofe Works, they 
found themfelves in fuch manner overloaded 
with Gifts, that they were conftrained to 
publifh by an Herald, that no Perfon fhould 
bring in any more. : ; 
The Work which GOD had ordained Mofes 
fisft to begin, was this Tabernacle. It was 30 
Cubits long, and 10 Jarge ; it was boarded 
on all fides, and covered within and without 
with Seuf's ; thofe within were exceeding rich, 
and thole without were of Skins fic to refift 
all the injuries of Weather. The embroidery 
of the Curtains within reprefented Cherabims 
and Feathers, and all the Skins were faftned 
to one another, by Rings and Buckles of ad- 
mirable Art. There were four Stuffs one upon 
another 
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another, the better to refift all forts of Wea- 
ther. There were faftned to the Boards Rings 
of Gold, through which paft Levers, which 
were alfo covered with Gold, tocarry it when 


_ they were to remove the Tabernacle, and there 


were Silver Bafesto place them upon for the 
greater fecurity. 

This was the conftru&tion of the Tabernacle, 
which (S. dujtin faith) was full of Myfteries, 
and was a vilible Figure of the Church. This 
Portative Temple, which was tranfported in 
feveral places, did denote the Church whilft 
it is yet here on £arth, and in a ftate of in- 
ftability and place of Paffage ; as fince the 


* Temple of Solomon figures the Church to be in 


its ftate of ftabiliry, and in its Heavenly Habi- 
tation. The Boards which made the Wads in 
the Tabernacle, fignified the ftrong Perfons 


_ which uphold the whole Giurch by the folidity 


of their Vertue. The Silver Bafes upon which 
they were placed, did denote the Purity of the 
Dofrin and Truth upon which fhe is fixed. 
The Golden Tapeffries, adorned with Embroi- 


- deryof different forts, which gliftered on all 


fides of the Tabernacle, fignified the different 
Vertues of the Elec, which altogether form 
an agreeable Varietyto the Glory of GO D, 
and. Ornament of the Ghurch. 
'. But asthe Fathers do very well remark, 
each particular part of this Tabernacle did not 
compofe only a Dwelling-place where GOD 
did inhabit. It was only the whole, and the 
union of the Parts together ; which marks 
unto us, That how excellent foever each parti- 
cular Vertue appears in the Church, they are 
neverthele[s nothing, if they are not united by 
Charity to the reff of its Children; for shich 
Peace and Concord és the moft holy Temple, 
which GOD can have bere upon Earth. . 
The Ark of Aliance. . 
Ts Tabernacle being made according to 
the Rules which GOD had prefcribed to 
Tue fame year- Mofes, he began forthwith to 
work upon this 4rk ; which was (as it were) 
an Abridgment of the whole Religion of the 
ews, and was chiefly made, to place it Honou- 
rably. The Jews confider'd itas a thing they 


_ efteem’d moft precious, and the Scripture calls 


it, the Glory of Ifrael, and the Strength of the 

ews. It wastwoCubits and an half long, one 
and an half wide,andas much in height. It was 
of incorruptible Wood, and covered both within 
and without with Plates of pure Gold ; that 
which covered itabove was not of Wood, but 


a Table of Gold of the fame bignels of the 


4rk, and this Gover was called the Propitia- 
tory, becaufe it was from thence that GOD 
gave forth his Oracles to his People, at fuch 
times as he would be favourable unto them. 
There was upon this Propitistory two Che- 
rubims, which regarded each other, and which 
extended their Wings all along the Ark, as it 
wereto ferve for a Throne to his Majefty; which 
hath given occafion to thofe manner of Ex- 
preffions fo frequently ufed in Scripture, which 
reprefent untous GOD feated upon the Che- 
rubims. GOD alfo caufed to be fixed-on the 
four corners.of the Ark, Golden Rings ; and 
ordered Staves to be made of Shittim Wood , 
cover’d with Gold, which were always put 
through the four Rings, and fervedto carry 
the Ark when the Camp .moved. GOD would 
have this Arkconiecrated unto him, and that 
there fhould be nothing elfe put thercin, but 
the Tables of the Law, which caufed itto be 
called, The Ark of she TeRimony, or the Ark of 
Aliance; because the Law in Scripture is 
called by thefetwo Names They put alfoa 
Meafure of Manza therein, with Aaron’s Rod. 

*T was in thismanner that GOD was pleafed 
in times paft, to give to this dull People an 
Obje& of Piety which fhould be vifible unto 
them,and which had a correfpondence to their 
Weaknefs ; but the rue drk where GOD will 
now inhabit, according to the New Law, is the 
Sout of the Faithful, who keep his Command~ 
ments written in their Hearts upontwo Living 
Tables, which preferve the Maxna of Grace 
by which they are always nourifhed, and 
which have within them (4ike Aaron’s Roa } 
through the inflexibiliry of their Vertue and 
Juftice. The Propitiatory which cover'd it , 
reprefented Fefus Chrift, which is our Propi- 
tiation (as S. Paul faith) and who hath reconciled 
us 16 his Father, and dwelleth in the Souls of - 
the Faithful, 

This Propitiatory had two Cherubims ; but 
(as S. 4uftin often faith) Chriftiens are Che- 
rubins themfelues through the fulnefs of their 
Charity, which renders them like unto the 
Seats and Thrones of GOD, thus. comfidering | 
the Honour to which GOD has been pleafed 
to call them, they ought to delpife the vain | 
Greatnefs of this World, and, to Separate them- 


selves from it as unworthy of them, and to ba: 


always as aSanttuary where the LORD takes 
pleajure to inhabit ; and not to imitate that 
which the Enemies of the Temple of GOD, . 
have formerly done, in placing the Holy Ark 
by the Idol Dagon; which (S. Auftin faith - 
we 
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we do at fuch time as we link the Vanity of 
the World with the Truth of GOD, and the 
Worfbip of Devils with that of Jefus Chrift. 
The Table of Shew Bread. 
S foon as the Ark of Aiiance was made 
an end of, Mofes made a Table accor- 
The fame Tear 2514. ding to the command of 
GOD: It was of Incorruptible Wood, and co- 
versed over on all fides with Plazes of Gold ; 
the length of ir was two Cudzts, its breadth 
one, and its height half a Cubist. GOD caufed 
hint to put a little Grewa of Gold, which had 
afinall rifing both above and below ; and there 
were 4 Wings of Gold underneath the faid Grown, 
thro which were put Staves cover'd with Geld, 
forthe carrying it whereever theCamp moved. 
The ufeto which this Tadle was allotted, 
was continually to offer before GOD that 
Bread which was commonly called the Shew- 
Kread. There were 12 of them, 6 at each end 
of the Taéle, and made of the fineft Flower, 
mixt wich O// ; they were changed every Week, 
and new ones put in their room; the flale ones 
the Prizf!s were only permitted to eat, and in 
the Faly Place, tofhew the greater Zeal, GOD 
allo ordered Afofes to make little Bafons of Gold, 
to put theie Loaves in on the Zable, and other 
little Dishes of Gold to coverthem. GOD com- 
inanded that rhey put upon each of thefe two 
Viccle Piles a #fel fuil of the moft excellent 
incenfe, that the Smoke might afcend up to 
Heaven, to the end thac thefe Loaves might 
be confecrated to GOD. 

It was inthis (as the Fathers obferve ) th 
continual Sacrifice, by which GO D would wit- 
nels to his People a conzinual Acknowledgm:nt ; 
and that be d:d declare, that it was only from 
his grodinfs, it did poffefs what it bad. He 
sweukt for this reafon, that there fhould be 12 
Loaves, to make rke 12 Tribes of Itrael, that 
cach Tribe might fie into a juft refentment of 
his Merzizs, and tiat altogether they might 
look upon GOD ats the Au. bor of all their good. 

1! ts yet t0 this day the Acknowledgment which 
bz requires from Chriftians, and by fo much the 
more resfon, as the favours which he bath done 
them are more excellent. They have another 
Shew-Bread, that is to fay, Jefus Chsift, upon 
the Holy Table, which is offered upto GOD for 
Thankigiving ; and who offers himfelf to his Fa- 
ther, in acknowledgment of the Gifts which he 
bath poured down upon bis Church. 

The Golden Candlefticks. 
IN eding that every thing was 
Magnificentin the %izple, which GOD 


had order’d Mofes to raife for his honour} ne- 
verthelefs one may fay,that The fame year,a514, 
one of thofe things that moft fhined was the 
Golden Candleftick, which GOD had comman- 
ded Mofes to make according to his pasticular 
Order, as is at large fet down in the 25th 
of Exodus, Verfe 31 ; the form of which in 
fome refpe&t, appears by the Figure thereof. 
Over this Candleftick with the 7 Branches, 
were put 7 Lamps, made alfo of pure Gold ; 
and the Oi/ to feed thefe Lamps, was the pureft 
Oil of Olives. It was the High Prieft himfelf 
who had tfe order to light them every Day, 


that they might burn all Night in the Taber- aI 
nacle. Thele7 Lamps fo myfterious, have great / 


coherence with thofe we read of in the po- 
calyps, where Fefus Chrift ( glorious after his 
Afcenfion) takes pleafure to fay, that he dwells 
in the midft of the 7 Lamps, which he clearly 
faith to be the Churches. 

GOD marked it even in the ancient Lew, 
what the Miniffers ought to be in the New, 


-to whom efus Chrift has faid himfelf, that 


he lighted them as Lamps not to be bid in an 
obleure place, but to fbine in the Houfe, ( as he 
faith of S. John Baptift ; ) to the end, that chat 
{plendour which the Pafors caft forth to the 
eyes of Afen, may {pring from the interior Fire 
of that Charity with which they burn in their 
Hearts in the Eyes of GOD ; and that their 
Lamps having been once lighted by the Fire of 
the Holy Ghoft, chey may never be extinguifhed, 
and raife themfelves above all the endeavours 
that Men can make to extinguifh them, ( ac- 
cording tothe words of Paulinus) change often 
the order of GOD, and raife upon the Candle- 
ftick, Lamps which have nothing but Smoke ; 
and hide under a Bufhel the true Burning 
Lamps, which might be a Light to others. 

S.Gregory hath alfo admir’d in this Candle- 
ftick,the folidity of che Workmanfhip. which 
he look'd upon as a Figure of that Firmnefs 
which all the Pafors of the Church ought to 
have, left GOD fhould change their Candle- 
flick out of its place, as he threatned a Bifhop 
in the Apocalyps: But this fame Forher very 
well remarks, That tha Firmnels can’t come to 
them, but fromJefus Chrift, which is the Stock 
that Juftains all the Branches, which can't fube 
fit of themfelves, and which have no ftrength, 
but that which they draw from our Saviour. 

As long as the Paftors remain fixt to Jefus 
Chrift, they have nothing to fear. Men ma 
well endeavour to fhake them ; but GOD ( who 
hath placed them in bis Church as Lamps, to 

enlighten 





The Defcription of the High Priefts Habits, &c. 137 


enlighten the Baithful ) keeps them always fo, 
that they remain firm and unfhaken inthe Houle 
of the LORD, in defpight of all the Tempefts 
aud Agitations of the World. 
The High Priefts Habits. 
Here remain’d no more ( after fo many 
Works) bucthe Ornaments of the High 
Anno Mundi 2514. = Préeffs and the Levétes. 
That which they had common te themall, is, 
that (befides the Under-habits which GOD 
had ordained for Comlinefs ) they had all of 
them a certain Garment of Linnen, fomewhat 
like unto the Canonical Surplices, except that 
they had no Folds: And that was the only 
Garment which was common both tothe High 
Prief# and the Levites. But the High Prieft 
had over that Linnen Garment, another of the 
colour of Jacinth, which was fuller, and hung 
down almoft to his Feet ; below which there 
was faftned Pomgranates, and little Beds of 
Gold intermixed, to the number of 72. 

Over this Robe the High Prieft vefted him- 
felf with the Ephod, which wasa certain rich 
Stuff; Embroider’d, which reach’d but half way 
his Body. It was clos’don each fide, and open 
but above by the Brea/t, which was joyn’d to- 
gether with 2 Clafps, on which were 2 Preci= 
ous Stones Of admirable beauty, upon which 
engraven the Names of the 12 Tribes, 6 upon 
each Stone. ‘There wasupon the fore-part of 
this Ephod a void place a foot fquare, which 
was fill’d up witha piece of Embroidery, call’d 
the Peéforal, enrich’d with 12 Precious Stones, 
on each of which were writ one of the Names 
of the 12 Tribes of Ifrael; thefe two words 
following were writ upona little plate of 
Gold, viz. Doffrinand Verity. This Pectoral was 
faftned with 4 Golden Chains, 2 held it above, 
and 2 faftned it below to the Girdle. 

Altho, that this Ephod was very ftrait, ne- 
verthelefs the High Prieft did not ftick to girt 
it clofer, with a Girdle of rich Embroidery. 
He had upon his Zyer or Head-Band a Plate 
of Gold, which cover’d his Forehead, on which 
were engraven thefe words, Holinefs belongs to 
the LORD. o 

All the Glory of thefe Habits, notwithftand- 
ing the greatnefs thereof, were nothing, when 
we fix our Eyes on that Magnificence which 
was figured by it. Zhe Gold fparkled ( faith 
S. Gregory ) to fhew, that GOD chicfly demands 
Wifdom in thofe which approach bis Altar, 
even @ Wifdom of Godlinels , which renders 
their Life more pleafing to him, than their 
Prieftly Garments are to the Eyes of Men. 


Thefe little Bells fgnifie to the Priefts, taat their 
Lives eught to peak, and that their A&tions 
ought to difpofe Men to think on GOD. Thzfé 
Bells made no noife when the High Prieft mo 
ved not, and Miniftersedife not their People 
at Juch times us they advance not in Piety. 
This Pe&toral, on which were writ the words 
Do€trin and Verity, did dencte, that the Heart 
of the Priclt ought to be employed, in cafting 
away allvain Thoughts aud Earthly Affairs. 
The 12 Names engraven on the +2 Stones, 
denote, that they ought always to be mindful 
of the Ancient Fathers, their Predeceffors : For 
(according to the fame Father) the Prieft can’t 
be unblamable in bis Life, but when he treads 
the fleps of thefe Saints, and hath always the 
Example of their Life before his Eyes, to follow 
them limfelf, and to caufz others to do the like. 

The Altar of Perfumes, aud Burnt-Offerings. 
Te accomplifh all chat GOD had come 

manded Aofes to put into the Tabernacle, 
Anno Mundi 2514. this Holy Man caufed 
another to be made, which they called the 4/- 
tar of Perfumes, becaufe they offered conti- 
nually upon itto GOD. It was of Shitzim-wood, 
cover'd with Gold on all fides: It was {quare, 
being a Cuéit long and broad, and two Cubits 
high, GOD himfelf had mark’d it out in what 
manner they ought to compofe the Perfumes 
that were offer’d on this Altar. It was placed 
in the Tabernacle over againft the Veil which 
GOD had caufed to be fet before the rk, 
between the Zable on which was put the Shew- 
Bread and the Golden Candleftick. 

Juft before the Tabernacle; GOD had caufed 
another //tarto be made, which ftood in the 
Court, as it was appointed for the Burat- 
Offerings, which was not covered. It was call’d 
The Altar of the Holocauft, that is, whole Burnt- 
Offerings. It was {quare, being 5 Gudits long, 
and as many broad, and 3 in height. It was 
made of Shittim-wood, but cover’d on all 
fides with great Plates of Copper. Its Super- 
ficies was cover’d with a Grate, over which 
was 2 little Grate, which afcended aCubitand 
an half unto the middle of the Altar. 

This Altar which was not folid, but hollow, 
was notin that particular like unto the other 
altars, which GOD had commanded fhould be 
ere&ted to him at fuch time as they fhould be 
in a fixtcondition, which ought to be folid 5 
that is, either of Earth, or of Unhewen Stone. 
This ( on the contrary ) was an Altar to be 
carried about, andto change place when the 
People did decamp to go elfewhere. 

3 Thefe 
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Thefe two Altars (according to §. Gregory ) 
did denote, during the Ancient Law, the ffate 
of Soulsin the New Law, and the two aifferent 
Orders which fhould be always in the Church ; 
that isto fay, thaz of Penitence, and chat of 
Innocence. One of thefe two Altcars was in the 
Tabernacle, and zhe other without, to fignifie to 
twe Penitent, that they are yet unworthy to 
enzcr into the Temple, oe of thefe Altars was 
appointed, to dura the Flejb of Animals, which 
aamivably veprefents the exteriour A€tions of 
Repentance, by wich th: Penitent ofers hiin- 
Self in fome fort to GOD, and confumes as an 
Holocault; tie other was veferved to burn the 
Perfumes, soraife up to Heaven the Odour and 
Smoke of riztacenie; which fignified the heat 
of Charity du cdcis Souls, and the fervour of 
their Prayers. So one of rb:fe Altars is for thofe 
that figh as yet, in rencmbrance and refent- 
ment of their Sins; and the other is for thafe 
that fizh no longer, bur tivo 22 defire of Hea- 
ven, and GOD, wi there inhacits. Tae Priefis 
raife the firft Altar, when they reprefent to 
Sinners with vigour their Faults they have 
cummitted, to excite in th:m a whalfm Con- 
trition: And they vaife tie fecond at fuch 
Lime, when they have broughe tnefe bumble Sina 
ners to @Holy Repentance. 
 Thefe two Altars, althd fo diferent ia theme 
Jelves, have usvertielefs this of commoz, that 
both of tim heneur GOD by a holy Adora- 
tion, and have beth need of 1h: Fire of bis ho- 
Jy Spirit, to confume the Sacrizices ofzred, 

SOLO MON’s T:mple. 

He Reign of Sslomon was a time of 
great Peace and Plenzy; tor the infinite 
Anno Mundi 3000, Rises of this Prince, di- 
Jated it felf over all his Sudjedi:, who ( as the 

cripeure faith ) lived peacesiiy, each under 
the fhadow of hisown Mg:rceand Vine, They 
then had bura mean e&eem of Gold by reafcn 
of the great plenty ; and Siar was fcarce 
regarded amongft them. Ailthe Magnificence 
of fucceeding Princes have not been equal to 
his, and they might pafs for pocr and private 
Perfons in comyariton to him. 

There Was cvery Day ukd in this Kénes 
Houfe about 11 Hegfheads of fine Flower, and 
about 22 Gf oraiv2ry, 10 Ear Oxen, and 20 
others takea cut Gi the Pafturer, ikewile 100 
Sheep, befides an infinite number of Vensfon, 
wich all furts of fow! both Tame and Wild. 
He had gcecco Horfes for Draught, aud 120¢9 
for the Sadie ; all which were fed and kepe 
in amo excelent order. 


This great Plenty was occafion’d by reafon 
of the Peace which all Judea enjoyed, and this 
occafioned Solomon to have the Name of Pa- 
cifick. It was this Peace that was neceffary for 
him for his defign of building the Temple, firft 
defign’d by David, but could not be accom- 
plifh’d by reafon of his many Wars. This 
young Prince ufed his utmoft endeavours to 
accomplifh this Undertaking, employing for 
the building thereof 80000 Stone-Cutters , 
70900 Labourers, and 3600 Overfeers. 

This Temple was begun in the 4th Year of 
Solomon’s Reign, 480 years after the Iraelites 
going out of Egypt, and it was finifh’d in the 
beginning of the Year 3000, being juft a 
1000 Years beforethe Birth of the Meffias, of 
which it was a Figure. So Solomon (who was 
not much above 20 years old when he began 
this Work) had the good fortune to raife the 
Firft Temple upon Earth, to the Name and 
Glory of the True GOD, and to accomplith in 
few years the moft Magnificent Building, 
which until that time had ever been feen ; 
which is at large fet down in the 6th Chapter 
of the 1/# Book of the Kings, as to its bignefs, 
richnefs of Building, &c. towhich I refer the 
Reader. 

Too happy (faith S. Ambrofe) if Solomon had 
taken care by raifing a Temple to GOD, fo to fix 
himfelf in Humility, that bis Soul might have 
beens Temple more acceptable, than that which 
he caufed tobe built! But after having Confecra- 
ted to GOD a Temple of Stone in bis Youth, he 
shamefully prophaned in bis old Age (as we thall 
fee here) the Templeof ba Body. And he 
learns others by his Example, that thofe who give 
Prefents 79 GOD or his Church, muff not over~ 
much depend on thofe Gifts, how [plendid foever 
they appear to the Eyes of Men; but to remember, 
that the true Happine[s of Manin this life (as S. 
Austin notes) is to be abafed, not rafed ; fince all 
that which Solomon had done, and poffeffed of 

fagnificence, didnot hinder him at laft to be o- 
verwhelm'd by tire accefs of bis glory and happi- 
nels. Tie Brazen-Sea, 
fee Building of the Tcample of Solomon , 

altho’ fo admirable and myfterious in it 

Anno Mundi 2514, — felf, had been imperfeG, if 
this Prizce, of whom all thefe Works were 
Figures ( as he himfelf was the Figure of the 
True Solomon ) had not accompanied this 
Holy Building withall fuch Neceflaries, as be- 
longed to the Worfhip of GOD, and to the 
Ceremonies of his Sacrifices. After fo many 
Works in Gold ( which he caufed to be me 
with 
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with an infinite Expence) he made this Work, 
which by reafon of its vaft largenefs, is par- 
ticularly defcrib’d in Scripture, and defervesa 
particular Explication. 

It was a Brazen Vefel extreamly large , 
being ¢ Cubits high, 6 large, and 30 about , 
fo that ic would hold about 300 Hogfheads of. 
Liquor, according to our Meafures. It was fu- 
ftain’d by 12 Brazen Oxen, 3 of which regarded 
each quarter of the Heavens, It was enrich’d 
with all forts of Ornaments, as Feftoons the re- 
prefentation of Auimals,and of all fich things 
as themoft curious Artifts could invent. 

The Brazen Sea was put by Solomons Order 


_in the Zemple, where it ferved to purifie the 


Priefs when they went in to exercife their 
Priefily Funttions, GOD had given this Order 
to Mojes, and this holy Propet had formerly 
caufed a great Bafon of Copper to be made, 
which was between the Tabcrnacle and the 
Altay, to the end that the Priefs might wath 
their Feet and Hands, asthey went in and out. 

It was this that gave occafion to many Per- 


fons to believe, that when the Priefts went to 


offer Incenfe to GOD, that they went Bare: footed, 
and GOD ordained them to wafh themfelves in 
that manner upon pain of Death, the Scripture 
commanding, that this Law be obferved for 
ever s fienifying very clearly even then ( all 
thofe Sacrifices being then but the Figures of 
what was to come) what Purity he required one 
day from the Minifters and Priefts of his Al- 
tars of the New Law. 

Thus much fhall fuffice- for the Ornaments 
about the Map; andalthéthis once fo famous 
aGity, is now bereaved of her former Beauty, 
and like a defolate Widow lies mourning in its 
ruinated Buildings ; yet it is not fo loft, but 
that there are in the C:ty (which is begirt with 
a Wall about 3 Miles compafs ) feveral places 
worthy of Note: As on Mount Calvary, where 
our Saviour was Crucified, there is a rich mag- 
nificent and large Temple, builtby the Vertuous 
Helena, Daughter to Coilus , a Britifo King, 
and Mother to Conjtantine the Great, which 
not only poffefleth the Mount, but alfo the 
Garden below, where his Sepulchre was: And 
in this Temple there are feveral rich Structures , 
asone where Chrift wasimprifoned before his 
Crucifixion; alfo one where the Sepulchre was, 
the Altar of the Holy Crofs the Altar of Scourg- 
ing, the Chapel of the Apparition, the Chapel 
of the Angels, the Chapel of the Divifion of 
his Garmeut, the Ghapel of S. Helena (who built 
the Templs) the Chapel of S. John, the Sepulchre 


of Fofeph of Arimethea, under-ground ; the 
Gafile of the Pifans, the Monaftery of the 
Francifeans, the Church of S. James, the Church 
of S. Mark ( where once ftood his Henfe, da 
Mofque in the place of the Houfe of Zebedens, 
a Chapel where the Houfe of S. Thomas ftood ; 
che Church of the Angels, in the place of the 
Palace of Annas the High Pricf ; the Church 
of S. Saviour, where ftood the Palace of Caia- 
phas; the Court of Solsaons Templ:, yet re- 
maining,-butintheroom thereof is a Mofque. 

Near about the City of Jerufalem are allo 
feveral Places of Note; as in the way between 
Ferufalem and Bethlehem, there are the Ruins 
of Davids Tower, the Tower of Simeon, Bath 
foebas Fountain, the Ciftern of Sages, the Mona- 
flery of Elias, Facobs Houfe, the Sepulchre of 
Rachel, the Giftern of David, the Houfe of 
Jofeph, the Monaftcry of Bethlem, the Mona- 
frery of the Holy Grofs. And at Bethlem, over 
the place where Chrift was born, the Vertuous 
Helena ere&ted another fair and goodly Tem- 
ple, which is poffeft by the Francifeans of Se- 
rufalem, being called by the Name of S. Ma- 
ries Of Bethlem. 

Nigh to Jerufalem is the Defert of S. John 
Baptift, with the Ruins of a Monaffery over 
his Gave and the Fountain; as alfo the Moun- 
tainsof Judab, where is the Church to S. Fobu 
Baptift, the Fountain and the Houfe of Eliza- 
beth ; alfo the Sepulchre of Zachary, a part of 
the Pilar of Abfalom, andthe Cave of S. fames. 


- At Bethany ( 2 Miles from Jerufalem ) is the 


Houfe of Simon the Leper, the Houfe of La- 
zarus, asalfo his Sepulchre, where is the Mount 
of Olives, and where is the Sepulchre of the 
Virgin Mary; to which place our Saviour 
often reforted, and from which Mount he 
afcended up into Heaven. 

The Port of this City is Joppa, about ro 
Miles diftant, to which place the Wood and 
Stones (taken from Mount Libanus, for the 
building of Solomons Temple ) were brought, 
and from thence convey’d by Lezd to the 
Gity: And from this Pore Jonah embarked, 
to fly from the faceof the LORD. | 

To this City of Jerufalem there 1s a great 
refort of Peopiz, as well of Proteftants as Pa- 
pifts, thd for fundry ends, that is, as well for 
Devotion as Curiofity, which bring in a great 
Revenue ; none being permitted to enter with- 
out paving fome Money, which the Jews here 
inhabiting do farm of the Grand Seignior at a 
large yearly ae mening a great Profit 

ewing the faid places to Strangers. 
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Che Dedication of the Cempte, 
Solomon affembles all Mrael, in order to the folemn Dedication of the Temple. 


AS foon as Solomon had finifhed all the 
Buildings of the Temple, and the Uren- 
Anno Mundi 3001, fils and Furnitures thereof, 
bcfire Civift 1003. he refolved folemnly to 
dedicate and confecvate the fame, and to bring 
up the “rk from the City of David, for to place 
it therein. 

Ir will not be amifs to obferve the feveral 
Removes of the 4k of GOD; fo famous in 
Scripture. The Tabernacle and Ark being firft 
made by Mofesin the Defert, were afterwards 
by Fofiua fet up at Shifoh, the 7th year after 
that the Iraelites had pak through Jordan. 
This Shilb was a Cityin the Trike of Ephraim, 
and feems to have been the fame with Sac 
lem, where Melchifedech reigned, and neay 
to which St. Joh baptized. In this place the 
4rk continued 328 years, till the time that 
the Iraclites carried it into their Camp againft 
the Philiftins, who took it and fent it back 7 
yearsafter. Upon its Return into the Holy 
Land, it was placed in the Houfe of Alina 
dab in Kiriath-jearim, where it continued 70 
years, and thentranflated from thence to the 
Houfe of Obed-edom, where it abode only three 
Months ; at the end of which David tran{pore- 
ed it to Zion, which was the Citadel of Feru- 
Salem... Ve feems likely alfo that at the fame 
time the Tabernacl:, which had continued al] 
this while at Shilub, was fet up at Gibcon, a 
City in the Tribe of Judah. 

But 40 years after this, ar the time of the 
Dedication of the Zemply, Solmon placed the 
4rk and the Brazen Altar there, where they 
continued 424 years, at which time Nebuchad- 
neazar took Jerufalem, and burnt the Tm 
ple; which being forefeen by Jeremiah the 
Prophet, he took care to convey the Ark to 
Mount Pifgah, where he was affured by GOD 
it fhould remain unknown till the return of 
the Children of if-ael from the Babylonifh Cap- 
tivity ; which makes ir more than probable, 


that che faid .4rk was afterwards placed in the 
Second Tempie, which was begun by Cyras, and 
finifhed by Darius, Kings of Perfia. 

Bur amongft all thefe Tranflations of the 
Ark, none was fo famous as that which was 
performed at this time by Selon, who to 
render this Solemnicy the more auguft and 


People facrificing Sheep and Oxen, that could 
not be rold for number. As foon as they were 
come into the Zimple, the Priefts placed the 
Ark in the moft Holy Place, under the Wings 
of the Cherubims 5 and when they were come 
out from thence, the Cloud of the Divine 
Prefence filled the Temple, fo that the Prieff, 
could not ftand to Miniter, becaufe the Glory 
of the LORD had fill’d the Houfe, 

Solomon was overjoyed, when he faw this 
pregnant Teftimony of the LORD’s appro- 
ving of the Place which he had eretted to the 
Glory of his Name ; and kneeling down in 
this tranfport of Joy before the Altar, he faid, 
Is it poffible that GOD fhould condefcend to dweif 
upon the Earth? behold the Hesven, and Hea~ 
ven of Heavens cannot contain thee, and how 
such lefs then this Houfe that I have buils ? 
He entreated the LORD to blefs his People, 
and to hear favourably the Prayers of thofe 
who fhould addrefs to him in this Holy Place, 
which he had fanéfified by his Prefence 3 that 
when his People fhould be ‘oppreffed by their 
Enemies, they might find a fare Refuge and De= 
fence againft them. in this Holy Place; thar 
when their Sins at any time fhould make the 
Heavens to be fhut up over them, that then 
the Prayers which fhould be offered up in this 
Temple, might open the Windows of Heaven, 
and bring down Rai upon the Earth; and in 
a word, That his Eyes might always be open, 
‘and his Ears attentive to all the Supplications 
of his People, that at any time, or upon any 
occafion fhould be made there, to avert from 
them ail the Evils they feared, and to procure 
them all the Blefings they defired, 

This Solesnni'ty lafted 14 Days, becaufe it fell 
in with the Feaft of Tabernacles, which added 
7 Daystothe Feat of the Dedication ; which 
being ended, Solomon fent home the People full 
of joy and gladnefs of Heart, for all the good- 
nefs the LORD had done for David his Sere 
vaut, and for Ifrael his People. Solomon having 
Offered at this Solemniry 20000 Oxe7i, and 
120000 Sheep. 

The Fathers obferve, That Solomon’s pe- 
haviour on this occafion ought to imprint a pro- 
Stund refped in all Chriftians, at their entring 
into the Church, as enjoying there the truth and 


Slorious, invited all Jrael to be prefent at it. fudPance of what the Jews had only a fhatow and 


He himflf marched before the Ark, which 
Was carned by the Pris fs, both he andall the 


Blimmering of in their Tabernacle and Temple. 
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The Ducen of Sheba. | 
PANT OTT | ° 2 ca : ex 2 Bea ae . See, te ee : 
Co The Queen of Sheba comes to fee Solomon and all his Glory, to hear 
LOC es his Wifdom, and to prefent to him her Royal Gitts. % 
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So having finifh’d and furnifh’d the 

Temple, which he had built for the Wor- 
Anno Mundi 3013.  fhip of GOD, and for the 
befive Grit 991. ~ Glory of his Namz, began 
to build a Palace for himfelf, abouc which he 
{pent 13 years, the Magnificence and Sumptu- 
eufnels of which was beyond expreilion, be- 
ing all fhining and luftrous with Gold and Pre- 
cious Stones, fo asto dazle the Eyes of Speéta- 
tors; and all the Architesture.and carved Work 
thereof was moft curious and wonderful to 
behold. - 

Thefe aftonithing Effets of his Wifdom, 
and Magnificent, foon prociaim’d his Fame 


fhe was quite tranfpotted, and (as the Scrip- 
ture exprefleth it) there remained no more Spirit 
in ber: And addreffing her {elf to Solomon, faid,, 
I find now it was true, O King, what was report- 
ed tome in my own Country, of thy Wifdom and 
Hervick Adis : bat thy Renown fo far furpaffing 
any thing that ever I had heard of, or conta well 
Ymagine, it aifo furpaft my belicf, till now, that 
mine own Eyesand Ears have convinced mé, thar 


“the one half has not been told me of thy Wit 


dom, Grandeur and Magnificence ; and that © 
common Fame, whith Ithoizht had been too lavifh 
¥n. fetting forth thy Praife, has indeed detra- 
tied from ‘and obfcured thy Glory. Blefid and - 


and Renown throughout all the Corners of happy are thefe thy- Officers, Minifters, and 


the Earth, and brought 4mbaffadors in crowds 
from all Princes that:had heard of his Wifdem, 
to Ferufalem, to congratulate his great Glory, 
and to take a: view .of his more than Regal 


Servants , that ftand continually before’ thee, 
and bear thy Wifdom, and the piercing -Sa- 
gacity of thy Judgment ; and bleffed- be the 
LORD thy GOD, ‘which delighted in thee to 


Magu ificence; confidering him asthe Miracle fet thee on che Throneof Urael. For becanfe the 


not only of his Age; but of all that were paft 
beforehim. << . ee 
But the Perfon that-teftified:the moft ear- 


neft and impatient defire to fee Solomon, and - 


to be an Ear-witnefs of his Wifdom, was the 
Queen of Sheba, otherwife called £thiopia ; 
who came from the fartheft part of the South, 
to fee whether the advantagious and ftupen- 
dious Reports of that young King were true 


or not? She came to Jerusalem with a vatt - 


train of Guards and Attendants, and witha 
numerous Company, of ‘Camels bearing Spices, 
Gold, and precious Stenes; of which fhe made 
a Prefent to the King, beftowing upon him 
120 Talents of Gold, which amount’to about 
800c00 /. Sterling ,befides Spices, Perfumes, and 
peecious Stones, to a prodigious value. 

This great and wife Stucen, after fhe had 
taken a full and exact notice of ‘the unparal- 


lel’d Magnificence of King Solemon, the wifdom 


of his Diicourfe, and his Sagacity in anfwe- 
ring Queftions, his penetrating infight into 
the deepeft Myfteries ; the order of his Hox/e, 
as tothe Meat of his Table; the Attendance 
of his AMinifers, Officers and Servants ; and 
the tranfcendent Riches of their Liveries ; 
their Sitting ; his Cupbearers, and his afcent 
by which he went up tothe Houfe of the LORD, 


LORD loved irael; therefore made he thee 
King, to do Judgment and Juftice among it bis 
People. roe ae ca 
Thusthis great Queen-return’d to her own 
Gountry with joy and gladnefs, being fully: fa- 
cisfied with what fhe had heard and feen, as. 
well as with: the Prefents the received from So- 
tomon, and thé Anfwef of all her Defires and 
Quettions, to the full content of-hér Heart. >. 
The Fathers tell us, That this: Princefs -was 
a lively and excellent Emblem of -the Church, - 
and we have reafon to. fear,- that (according 
to ths Words of our Saviour) fhe will rife up 
in Judgment againft us one day-;-for whereas 
fhe did not think much to come from the ut- 
moft parts of the Earth to hear the: Wifdom 
of Solomon, and in a ftrange tranfport of Joy 
and Wonder, pronounc’d thofe sk fed and hag- 
pr, that hati the advantage of.- being near ‘fim, 
We Ebriftians (on the 


and of ferving him ; Y@;€hbs 

contrary) who have GOB? our: Matter, the 
Wifdom of JESUS CHRIST for our Rule, Hea- 
ven, and all the Riches and Glory of it for our 
Reward, do frequently prefer Men before GOD, 
the Wifdom of this World before that of Je- 
fus Chrift, and the poffeffion of the Earth, be- 


fore tha: of Heaven. 
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Che Fall of Solomon. 


xr KINGS XI. 


Solomon loving many strange Women, is by them feduc’d to offer Incenfe 


to\dols. #715 Death. 


Olomon having atchiev’d fo many great and 
S wonderful things, as made him the Won- 
Anno Mundi 3023. derof the Age in which he 
before Cort 931. lived, as well as of all thofe 
Solomon beng a- that came after ; at laft ter- 
bove 50 years of4ge. = inated all she Glory he had 
scquired by his Wifdom and Vertue, with a 
flameful End; and by his Example, much 
more remarkable than that of his Father David, 
teaches us, Nor ro rely upon our felves, bur the 
higher we ave raifed, the more ro apprehend the 
effects of our own weaknefs. 

We fee Women here deceiving the wifeft of 
Mcn, and corrupting and defiling a Heart, 
which for fo many years had been the Temple 
of GOD, and the Altar from whence continu- 
ully afcended the Flames of Divine Love. From 
the love. of Wifdom, he degenerated to the 
love of Women, and from the- ve of Womer 
to Idolatry. He had 700 Wives Princefles, 
and 300 Concubines, notwithftanding that 
the Law of GOD, tho’ it permitted Plurality 
of Wives, forbad the multiplying. of them to 
fuch an excefs, and very exprefly oppos’d the 
taking of the Daughters of ftrange Nations to 
Wife. Having built a Temple to the true GOD, 
he now builds Temples for Idols, and by a fin- 
ful compliance with his Egyptian, Moabitzfh, 
Ammonitifh , Edomitijo, and Sidonian Wives, 
together with the Daughter of Pharaoh, he 
fails to flat Idolatry, worfhipping their Gods 
and Goddefis ; going after jbtaroth the God- 
aifs of the Zidonians, and after Mrlcom the 
Abomination of the 4moritex Healio built 
a High-place for Chemofb the Abomination of 
Moab, inthe Hid that is before Ferufalimn ; and 
for Molech the Abomination of the Children of 
«mmon, with other like Abominations, 

This enormous Crime of Solomon, irritated 
GCD ftrangely againft him. He now appear- 


LORD had told him fhould inherit his Krng- 
dom, was Feroboam, whom he had brought up 
from a Youth, andto whom 4hijah the Pro- 
phet had foretold in the Name of the LORD, 
that he fhould be King over the Zim Tribes, did 
his endeavour to kill him, which obliged 32. 
roboam to flee to Ezypt, and to defire the Pro- 
tection of Shifbak, King of that Country, where 
he continued till the Death of Solomon ; who 
having reigned peaceably Anno Mundi go29, 
forty Years, died when he — before Civift 9756 
was above fixty Years of Age, and was buried 
inthe City of David his Father, and Rehoboam 
his Son reigned in his ftead. 

If Solomon’s Fall and Apoftacy were fatal to 


himfelf and his Pofterity, yet it may be of 


great ufe and advantage to thofe who fhall feri« 
oufly, aud with attention, confider of it with 
the Eyes of Faith. It is @ range thing ro con- 
lider, that he who had been a Perfon fo highly 
beloved, favoured and dignified by GOD, that 
tt fhould not be certainly known, whether his Con- 
dition doth not deferve more to be iamented and 
deplored, than praifed or commended. For his Sin 
is certain and evident, as well as David's was ; 
but this is the difference between them, that the 
the Father’s Repentance was very certain from 
expre{s Words of Scripture, that of the Son is 
as uncertain and doubtful: Though many have 
fuppofed the Book of Ecclefiaftes to be a kind of 
Retrattation of his Apoftacy, written by him, 
and left.ro Pofterity for a teftimony of bis Ree 
pentance. 

However it be, this dreadful Example ought 
to infpire us with the greatcft contempt and 
difefteem of all worldly Grandeur, Pomp, und 
Glory , yea, tho’ we fhould receive them from 
the hand of GOD himfelf, as indeed Solomon 
had them uo other way ; cfpecialy when we fee 
what areprefentation he himfelf makes of them 


ed unto him, not as heretofore, to approve of in bis Book now mentioned. Surely, if we 






his Behaviour, or to promife him whatfoever would not deceive our felves, we muft prefer 
he defired, but to -witneis his juft Indignation Job’s Dunghil before Solomon’s Throne ? be- 
acainft him, for having fo wickedly broke canfe in the former we fee the Model of that 
his Covenant, and fofhamefully tranfgreft his perfec Patience which crowus all the Saints, 
hily Law, affuring him he would rend his King-. whereas in the other we fee the Fall of a Man, 
‘dom from him, and give it to his Servant, who could not defend himfelf againft the Poyfon 
but that however for David's fake, he would of Profperity and Greatnefs, by the bighef? dea 
leave his Son one Tribe. degree of Wifdom that ever was beftowed njos 
. Solomon underftanding that this Servant the Man. 6 
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REHOBOAMs COUNSELLORS. 


After the Death of Solémon, his Subjects fend their Deputies toReho- 


boam bis Soi’; who preferring the Counfel of bis young Men before 
that of the old Men, who had been of Counfel to his Father, thereby 


lofeth the Kingdom of Mracl. 


A’ foon as Solomon was dead, and his Son 
Rehoboam was. feated on his Throne, the 
whole Congregation of ‘J/- 
before Chrift 975. ract having fent for Jere- 
beam, who was fled into Egypt, appeared be- 
fore King Rebobeam, and defired a mitigation 
of the Zexes his Father Solomon had laid up- 
on them.  Rehoboam defired three days to 
confider of their Demand, and accordingly he 
firft advifed with the old Men, who had been 
of his Father's Counfel ; who with one confent 
advifed him, to give them a favourable An- 
{wer, and to take off from them the Grievan- 
ces and Burthens they complained of, and 


Tes fame Tear 3029. 


chat were fo uneafie to them ; reprefenting to- 


him, that by thus gaining their Affections 
at the beginning of hit Reign, he would not 
fuil ever after to continue Majer of chem. 

But this young Prince forfaking this good 
Advice of the old Men, confulted the young 
Mex that were grown up with him ; whoad- 
vifed him to antwerthe Peopleroughly, threat: 
ning them, that they muft.expett to be go- 
verned by him with more feverity than his 
Father had ever done;. that his “tele Finger 
fhould be thicker than his Father's Lous ; that. 
whereas his Father did chaftife them with 
Whips, he would chaftife them with Scorpions ; 
and that he fhould be fo far from leffening 
their Burthens, that he was refolved cn the 
contrary toincreafe them. 

The Scripture obferves, thatthis hapned by 
a fpecial difpofal and permiffion of GOD,who 
fuffer’d Rebobcam thus blindly to follow the 
rafhand giddy Counfel of the young Men, and 
to reject. the good and feafonable Advice of 
the old Men, thathe might perform the Word 
which he had fpoken by Azijah the Shilonite, 
unto Jeroboam the Son of Nebat, that he fhould 
be King over Ifracl.’ For all the People as foon 
astey had received this churlifh and un- 
weicom: Anfwer from their new King, revolt- 
ed {tera him, protefting they would never 
owas himior their Prince. 

Rediioam perceiving (when-it was too late) 


the ill effe& of his rafh and indifcreet Be- 
haviour, fent 4doram his Treafurer to endea- 


(- vour to pacifie them, and offer them betcer 


Terms: But his Suéjeis Minds were fo ex- 
afperated by the outragious Reception: and 
An{wer he had given them ; that’ inftead of 
hearkning to him, and: being perfwaded by 
him, they floued him. to death: The Report of 
which no fooner came to Rehoboam’s Ear, but 
he immediately got up into his Chariot and 
fled, for fear himfelf alfo-fhould have fallen 


a Vidim to their Rage and Fury. 


Thus all Jfrael (that is, the Ten Tribes) rée 
volted from Reboboam, and proclaimed Ferobe- 
am King over them. And when Rekobosm had 
raifed an Army of 180000 chofen Men out 
of the Tribes of Judah and Benjamin, (which. 


. GOD kept true to his Worfhip, and faithful 


totheir King) to fight againft Jrael, and ‘re- 

duce them to his Obedience by forceof 4rms;. 
GOD fent Shemajah'the Prophet, to charge Re- 

heboam, and ail the People of Fzedah and Ben- 

jamin, not to fight againft Jrael, becaute 

what had hapned was from him, and accord- 

ing to what he had foretold by his Prophet 

fhould come to pals. : 

This was the beginning of that famous Rent 
and Divilion of the Kingdom of Jjrael from 
that of Judah, which continued fo long after 
through many Ages, as a lafting Monument 
of the Bolly. of a young King, who lof that 
by hisRafhnefs and Indilcretion, which he- 
might eafily have preferved by his Wifdom, 
GOD alfo made it appear by this remarkable 
Inftance, that he is the Mafter of Kings, and 
that he infpires them with good or ilf Advice, . 
according as they are the Subjects either of 
his Mercy and Gooduc/s, or of his Trach and 
Severity. 

We fee heve the wifeft of all Kings, leaving bis 
Kingdom in the hands of a ftupid and indifcreet 
Son, GOD being refolved vifibly to punifh the 
Father in bis Son, and to avenge the Diforders 
and Sins of Solomon’sola Age, by the Folly sid 
Rafbnefs of Rehosoam’s Youth. | 

THE: 
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1 KING, XIII. 


[ 109 ] 
THE DISOBEDINT PROPHET. 


A Prophet fext by GOD to reprove Jeroboam for his Wickednefs and 
Idolatry, is kid’d by a Lion for difobeying the Word of the LORD, 
who had charged him neither to eat nor drink in that place. 


Eroboam fceing himfelf King over the 
Ten Tribes of Jrael, gave us anInftance, 
Arno Mundi2030.  That.irreligious Princes do 
before Chrift 974. often prefer Reafons of State 
before the Concerns of Religion. For this Pro- 
phane Prince confidering, that if his Subjeéts 
thould continue to go up to Jerufalem to 
worfhip GOD, and offer Sacrifices, they might 
probably within a fhort time he prevail’d 
upon to return to the Obedience of their 
lawful King, which would redound to his in- 
evitable ruin , he (to prevent this) refolved 
to make two Galves of Gold, the one of which 
he ferup at Bethel, and the other at Dan; 
and then in prefence ofall the People declared, 
that thefe were the Gods that had brought 
them up outofthe Land of Ezypt. He alfo 
ereSed Altars to them with a great deal of 
Magnificence, and endeavour’d to eftablifh 
the Worfhip of thefe his Idols, as much as 
might be in imitation of the Service of the 
true GOD at Ferufalem. 

Now it hapned, as Jeroboam was offering 
incenfe on one of thefe ditars in Bethel, GOD 
fent a Prophet to him, who addrefling his 
Words to the dltar, prophefied againft ir, 
That a Child who was to be born of the Race 
of David, named Jofah, fhould kill and offer 
upon that dltar, all the Priefts that offered 
Incenfe upon it, and that for a fign, that 
what he had faid fhould certainly come to pafs, 
the dltar fhould be rent, and the bes upon 
it poured forth at the fame inftant as it alfo 
hapned. Which denunciation of the Prophet 
was accordingiy accomplifhed by Jofah 250 
years after. 

Feroboam could not endure this holy liber- 
ty of the Prophet, who prophefied againft the 
Altar he himfelf had erected, and putting forth 
his Hand, he ordered his Officers to lay hold 
on him, but his Hand was immediately wit he- 
red and dried up, fothat he could not draw it 
in again to him. Jeroboam greatly humbled 
by this remarkable inftance of the Divine 
Vengeance, entreated the Prophet by his Prayers, 
to obtain his Cure of him, who fo juftly had 
fmitten him; whereupon the Man of God 
having befought the LORD for Jeroboam, his 
Hand was reftored. Upon this the Kinz de- 


fired the Man of GOD, to come home with 
him and refrefh himfelf, and that afterward 
he would fend him home with a Reward; 
which the Prophet utterly refufed, declaring 
to the King, thatthe LORD had exprefly forbid 
him to eat or drink in that place. 

As the Maz of GOD was returning home: 

wards, an old Prophet thar dwelt at Bethel 
having underftood what he had donethat day, 
and the Words he had denounced againtt the 
Altar Feroboam had fet up, he fadled his 4 
and went after him, and having found him 
fitting under an Oak, defired him to go home 
with him and eat Bread; which when the 
Man of GOD had refufed, as being charged 
to the contrary by GOD himfelf; the other 
anfwered, Iam aProphet as well as you, and 
an Angel commanded me to bring you back, that 
jou might cat with me and refrefh your felf. And 
with this Lie he made the Man of GOD come 
back with him to his Houfe. 
_ But as they were fitting at Zable, and eat. 
ing together, the Word of the LORD came 
to the old Prophet (that had feduced the Man 
of GOD) and told him, That becaufe he had 
difobeyed the Word of the LORD, and had 
eaten contrary to his expre{s Command, he 
Should not be buried with his Fathers. Which 
hapned accordingly ; for as the Man of GOD 
was returning to Judah on the old Prophets df;, 
a Lion met him by the way and flew him, 
without any farther devouring his dead body, 
or touching the 4s. 

St. Gregory obferves, That probably this Man 
of GOD had taken fome fecret Complacency and 
delight in the great things which he had done, 
in afftifting the King with fo fudden a Stroke, 
and as fuddenly healing him again, as well at 
in [peaking to bim with [o. great liberty; and 
that this Vaineglory wherewith be was eleva 
ted, had fo over-clouded and darkned his Soul, 
that inftead of obeying without difpute the Word 
of the LORD (or without putting his own 
Interpretation upon an exprefs Command of GOD) 
he fuffered himfelf to be deceived by the Propher, 
which prov'd the caufe of his death; GOD rem 


Solving to inflitt this fhort punifhment upon his 


Body, that his Soul might be eternally faved, 
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BURNT 


t 


Zinavi con/piring againft Elah, the fourth King of \rael, is befieged by 
Omri ia Tirzah, and feeing the City taken, reitres to the Palace, 


and there buras himfelf. : 


Evoboam having. reign’d 22 years, died; in 
which time by his wicked Policy he was 
Anno Mundi 3075. . the caufe of tlie Apoftacy 
before Chirtft 929+ and Idolatry. of the ten 
Tribes, by means of the Golden Calves he 
had fet upat Dax and Bethel, and the fuper- 
fitious Wileworfhip, he had eftablifhed and 
annexed to them. He had continual Wars with 
Reboboam, from whom he was, revolted... Af-: 
ter his Death, Nadab his Son fucceeded him, : 
who reigned only two years: For Baajha the. 
Son of Abijah, of the Tribe of Ifachar, cone. 
{pired again{t him, and flew him at Gibbethon, 
as he was befieging that City ; and not con 
tenting himfel ‘therewith, he went and flew 
all Fcroboam’s Houfe, without fo much as {paring 
one of them, according te the Word of the 
LORD, which he had denounced again{t Jee 
roboam, by the Mouth of hijab the Prophet. 
Baajba being thus elevated to the Throne of : 
Ifrael, by the Murther of his Sovereign and 
allhis Family, he began to wage cruel Wars: 
again{t Afa the good  Kizg. of Judah, who was: 
the Son of the wicked dbijam, who fucceeded 


Rehoboam his Father. But GOD wiiling ‘to. 


recompence the Devotion and Piety of this 
good King, who treading in the Steps of his. 
Lather David, removed.the Sodomites out of 
the Land, and deftroyed the Jdols his Father 
Asijam had. fet up,made him victorious againft 
his Encmies, and particularly. againft Baafbe. 
King of J/rael; who was in continual War. with 
this good King, and followed the wicked Ex-. 
amples of his two Predeceflors, Jeroboan and. 
Nada ee a 
| Wherefore. alfo Jehu. the . Prophet of -the. 
LORD was fent to him, todenounce his 
ger againft him, for his continuing ‘in the 
Wickednefs of Jereboam the Son af Nebat,. 
who.caufed J/rasi to fin, and that all his Po-. 
fteriry.fhould be deftroy’d and come to nou ghr,- 
like as he had deftroyed that of Jeroboam 5. 


Baafba who died foun after this Denunciation. 
of the Prophet, and lefe the Kingdom to his: 


Son Elah, who ‘began his Reign with the 
Murther of Jciu the Prophe? of the LORD, 
becaufe of the Words of his Prophecy, de- 


clared to his Father, concerning the Ruin of 
his Pofterity, whereby he haftned the fulfilling 
of it; for when he had reigned on!y two 
years, Zimri (che Commander in chict over 
one half of his Ghariots) con{pired aga‘nit him 
as he was in Tirzsh, drinking himfelf drunk 
in the Houle of Arzah, Steward of his Houjhold. 
_.Zimri ‘by: his treacherous Cruelty having 
obtain’d the Crown of ‘Jfrael, deltsoy’d all 
the Family of Baajba, with all his Kinsfolk 
and Friends, without {paring any of them. 
But he did not long enjoy the Dignity he had 
purchafed with {9 much Blood ;. tor the Jjrae- 
lites having underftood what Zimri had done, 
made Omri theiy King, who immediately went 
and befieged Zimri in Tirzab, and foon after 
having made himfelf Mafter thereof, when 


-Zimrifaw that he muftinevitably fall into the 
_ hands of his Exemy, he became no les cruel 


to himfelf, than he had been a licr!: before to 
his Mafter and all his Family ; for ivtting fire 
to his Palace, he burnt himfelf, and al) that 
belong’d.to him ; thys avenging upon. him- 
felf and his Pofterity the Marther of his Lord. 
and Mafer, and his whole Houle. 4 which 
(as the Scripture obferves) apned unto him 
for the Sins which be had committed in doing- 
Evil in the-fight of. the Lord, in walking in. 
the way of Jeroboam and his Idolatry, where- 
by he made lirael so--fin.- mae 

GO-D made it appear by this Example, how: 
hateful and abominable Tyrants are in bis figit : 
He who might have iv’d happily, couid be have 
coritented himfelf with. the degree of Edmmour, to 


~ whith bis Services and the Favour of hus Prince." 


had-raisd him, became moft fatally miferablo, as 


An. foon as his Ambition prompted him to .alpive to 


the Crown, by the Marther of his Lord and Mae, 
fter : For inJeven days time he loft both his Lite, 
and Kingdom, which he had fo unjiftly and crus. 
ely ufurped; and his Conicience flying iu his 
Face, and reproaching him for bis Came, he 
condemn'd bimfelf to the Fire, together: .with 
his whole Potterity, to exterminate » Race fo 
impious towards GQD, and faithlefs’ to their 


Prince. . i 
~=— ' ELYAH 


t 
/ 


s 


146 [ rir 


ELIJAH FED 


] 1 KING. XVIL 
BY RAVENS, 


GOD having fmitten the Land of Hrael with Drought for three years together, 
[ends the Prophet Elijah to the Brook Cherith, swbere be w fed by two Ravens. 


OQ being thus peaceably pofleft of the 
Crown of Ifrael by the death of Zimri, 
AnnuMundi 3092, Who had burnt himfelf, 
before Cori? g12, reigned 12 years, and left 
or thereabout, the Kingdom to his Son .4- 
kab, of whom the Scripture gives this Teftimo- 
ny, That he did evil in the fight of the LORD, 
above all that were before him, his natural Wick- 
ednefs and Impiety being much increafed by 
his Marriage with Jezabel, Daughter of the 
King-of Zidon. 

This wicked Prince carrying his enormous 
Crimesto that height of Impiety, which none 
of his Predeceffors had ever yet arrived to, 
GOD fent his Prophet Elijah to denounce his. 
Judgwiene againk him, afluring him, that the 
LORD would punifh his Dominions, by be- 
reaving them of the Rain and Dew of Heaven 
for three years together. 

During this time of Drought and Scarcity, 
GOD fent Elijah to the Brook Cherith, where 
he took care to feed him by the miniftry of 
two Ravens, who brought him Bread and 
Flefb twice a day, Morning and Evening. But 
the Jong continued Drought having at length 
dried up the Brook, fo that he wanted Water 
to drink, GOD commanded him to go to Za- 
repbath, and to lodge there with a Widow 
Woman, whom he had commanded to take 
care of him. 

Elijah obeyed the Divine Command, and 
when he was come near to the Gate of. the 
City, he met with the Widow Woman, to 


little Cake tor him of the Flour fhe had, and 
bring it to him; and that afterwards fhe 
might prepare the like for her felf and Sox ; 
afluring her in the Nameof the LORD, that 
the Meal fhould not wafte, nor the Crufe of 
Oi fail, till the time that the LORD fhould 
fend Rain again upon the Earth, 

This good Widow wastran{ported with Joy, 
to fee this great Miracle wrought, as Elijah 
had foreto!d, to which her Faith alfo contri« 
buted ; and ’tis the more obfervable, that nor- 
withftanding fhe was an Idolatvous Woman, yer 
was willing in her great Neceflity and Wane 
to relieve this Holy Prophet, even before fhe 
ferved her felf, when at the fame time his own 
Countrymen perfecuted him ; being a Figure 
herein of the Gentiles erabracing $cfus Chrif, 
when the Jews at the fame time (by Unbelief) 
rejected him. | 

But the Death of her only Son hapning nov. 
long after; caft her into extrream Sorrow, of 
which the complained with fo much. paffion 
and bitternefs to that Holy Prophet, that being 
touch’d with her Grief,he took the dead Child, 
and having laid ic upon his Bed, he ftretched 
himfelf 3 times upon the dead Body, applying 
the parts of his Body to thofe of the Child ; 
and cried unto the LORD, to let his Sou come 
into him again; which hapning accordingly, 
he reftored him alive to his Mother, 

This Miracle of Elijah contains an excellent 
reprefentation of the holy Myfery of the Incar- 
nation, wherein the Divine living Body was 


whom the LORD haddire&ted him, who was _applied to our dead Bodies, to quicken them. 
gathering of Sticks, and prayed her to fetch from the death of Sin, to live the life of. 


him a littlé Water to drink; and as fhe was 
going co fetch fome for him, he called to her, 
and defired her to bring a bitof Bread : But 


the Woman told him fhe had not a bit in the. 


Houfe, nor indeed any thing beftdes.an hand- 
ful of Meal, and a.fmall remainder of O71, and 
that fhe was gathering fome Sticks, to bake a 
Gake of it, that fhe and hér Sen might eat it for 
their Jaft Meal, and,dye,. 


But this Holy Prophct, who on this occafion- 


was an illuftrious Inftance, that when GOD 
fends his Prophets and Servants toany Houfe, 
*cis rather with defign to heap Blefings upon 
them, who are fo kind as to receive them, 
than to procure Relief or Comfort to them- 
- felves, withed his Hafe/s, to make fit a 


Righteoufhefs and Holinefs, 
This proceeding of the Prophet contains aif 


an admirable Leffon for the Paftors of. theChurch, : 


Uttlenefs 


thar. a ought to proportion themfelves to the 
their Weaknefs; to-meafure themfelves ae 


them, for fo the Hebrew. word fignifies, by difpene. 
fing the Truths of the Gofpel to them, fo as they. 
are able to bear and digeft ther. Elijah propore 


tioned the pofture of his.Body to the litclenefs of 
the Child, but it was in order to raife it to life 


again, Thus the Minifters may allay and temper. 
the highTruths of the Gofpel in condefcenfton to. 


the Weak ; but all in order tovaife them, and not 
at all to fink and fall down with them, 


of their Hearers;~and condefcend to. 
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ELIJAHs SACRIFICE 


Blijah having given the People 4 convincing Proof of the true GOD, by bringing down Fire from 
: Heaven to confume his Sacrifice, commands them to kill the 450 Priefts of Baal. 


Vy ait the prope Elijah was fafely Heaven to confume the Sacrifice, be own'd to be 
lodg’d with the Widow of Zarephath, the true God. 
annoMundi 3096.  <44ab and Fezahel were ma- _All Jfrael approving of this juft Propofal of 
ifore Chrift god ‘king great fearch for him, Elijah, the Priefts of Baal began to drefs their 
to put him to death ; and not being able to Bullock, and having laid it on the Alar, they 
find him, they difcharged their Fury upon all called upon the Name of Baal from Morning 
the Prophets they could meet with. to Noon, faying, O Baal bear us ? but without 
Now when the time was come, that the receiving any .4n/wer ; which gave occafion to 
LORD in pity to Jfrael refolved to put anend Elijah in a holy Zeal, to mock and deride 
to this terrible Drought, which hadlafted three them; faying, Cry louder, for may be your God 
ears, he commanded Elijah to go and fhew i on a Journey, or engaged in fome Purfuit, or fe 
himfelf to Abab. And accordingly he went to /éep, and muft be waked. But they feeing that 
prefent himfelf before him, and by the way they prevailed not, cut themfelves (after their 
meeting with Obadiah, who was Abab’s High manner) with Knives and Lances till the Blood 
Steward, and 2 Man fearing GOD, he badhim gufht out upon them, but all to no purpofe. 
| . go and tell 4hab he was thereand ifhe would Now when the time of Evening Sacrifice 
he might {peak withhim. But Obadiah tefti- was come, Elijah built an Altar of 12 Stones 
fying hisFear, left the Spirit of GOD might and made a Trench round about it, and laid 
tran{port him elfewhere, whilft he went to the Budock upon the Wood on the Altar, and 
deliver his Meflage to his Lord, whereby he-then ordered four Watere tye word the Scii 
would be left expofed to the King’s Fury ; E- pots to be filled with Water ture makes wfeet fe 
lijab affared him, that he needed not fearany three feveral times, and to —_nifics a kind of Wae 
fach thing, for that he was refolved to fhew be poured upon the Food — ter-pot, which com 
himfelf to Ahab that day. and Sacrifice, which running rr about 7 Gal- | 
Obadiah having: delivered his Meffage to down from thence filled the ans of own AMcafire, 
Ahab, he immediately came to meet Elijah, Trench with Water. This done, Elijab praying 
and as foon ashe faw him, told him with a to GOD, Fire came down immediately from 
great deal of bitternefs, Thathe was thecaufe Heaven, and confumed the Sacrifice and the 
of all the Troubles and. Miferies of Irael. But Woed, together with the Stones and Duft, and 
5 } i Elijah, not at all daunted with the Words or lick’d up the Water that was in the Trench. 
ON A WN ray me OO: ve ig SN att, Prefence of this wicked King, anfwered him All the People convinced by this evident 
LAW a AR eas) (i ~~ om _ i | with a Spirit of Fire (which was his peculiar Miracle, fell down on their Faces, crying out, 
nr ri ‘ab NS BB ae Gift) and faid ; "Tis not I that trouble Ifrael, The Lord he is God! the Lord he is God! And 
a). So “4 NBEANS 7 Reon: | = but thou, O King, and thy Father’s Houfe, who Elijah laying hold of this opportunity, faid 
: ee have forfaken the livitt GOD, #0 facrifice t¢ unto them, Take the Prophets of Baal and kill 
Baal: Now therefore gather to me all Ufrael, them, wizhout letting one of them efcape. Which 
and the Prophets of Baal af Mount Carmel. having been perform’d accordingly, Elijah 
This being perform’d by Abab, who could promiled Ahab, that GOD would very fudden- 
not refift the Spirit that {pake in Elijah, that ly fend down Rain upon the Earth ; which 
Prophet demanded of the People with a fery hapned according to his Word, infomuch, that 
: r —- zal, How long bals ye between two Opinions ?. Abab was overtaken with it before he got to 
TAT a ar oe if the Lord be God, fellow him, but if Baal his Houje. 
ih dN 4 = — be God, then follow him. Behold (continued he) _ This Example (as the Fathers takeg-notice) 
ie D er 7 ee Sana WA Ex I am left alone of all the Prophets of rhe Lord, Jhews ss the infuperable ftrength of Truth, which 
) . = at a time when Baal’s Prophets are 450. And alone is able to keep up the Hearts and Courage 


; pte ee gy. LAY... ie f then addrefling himfelf tothe Priefs, faid of Men, when all human Cees ont: 
| C te [ie 5 ke g MOG whol wn Pbanlshire Take a Bullock and drefs it, and lay it ‘on the to beat them down. Thus we fee it made Elijah 2 
ie eloarioeo of the arnelicnt emily of Titehberns 
F 










Altar, but without Fire, and Iwill take another folutely cleave to the true Worjbip of God, not 
Cb bovnac we lhe Sato Coenty. 


in like manner ; and call ye on the Name of your withftanding he faw bimfelf left alone, and perje- 
Eo eee tof ther ts CO ae God, and I will call on the Name of the LORD, cuted of all Men. — 


and ket the Godthat anfwers by fending Fire from : THE 
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1 KING. XIX, 


THE FLIGHT OF ELIJAE. 


Elijah threatned by Jezabel, who was refolved to revenge the Death o 
her falfe Prophets upon him, fleeth to Beeriheba, where he is com- 
forted by an Angel, who brings him Meat to eat. 


Exzabil (Abab’s ungodly Queen) being in- 
fornvd, how Elijah had flain all the Priefts 
Acno Mundi2co7, Of Baal, fent him word, 
before Chr, so7- that before a day came a- 
bout, fhe would ferve him in rhe fame man- 
ner, as he fiad ferved the Priefts of Baal. The 
Lely, Propa-: feaxing Jexabel’s Rage, fled with 
all the feed he could to Beersheba, which be- 
Jongeth co Juaab, where he lefe his Servant ; 
bur he went a days journey into the Wildernef;, 
and came and fatdown under a Juniper-Tree ; 
anu by phisuvange viciffirude of Cowrage and 
Fea, woich appeared in him at feveral times, 
gives us occation (as St. Gregory obferves) to 
fee hor iacenftant frail Man is in this Life, 
win atcer the moft herack Exploits of an All- 
Aaving and Al-furmounting Faith, corcs many 
times jun after to expericuce how weak and frail 
ke is. 

Elijah being fled into the Wildernefs, found 
himfelf quire overwhelm’d with Grief and 
Trouble, fo far that he earneftly beye’d of 
GOD to take away his Life; and being fpent 
With wearinefs and delpondency,he fell afleep ; 
but foon after an Angel came and awakened 
him, bicding him arife and eat, and finding a 
Cake, and a Crufe of Warer at his Head, he did 
ear and drink, and Jaid him down again: Then 
the 4nge/came and awak'd him a fecond time, 
bidding him cat again, becaute he hada great 
way to go. Elijah did to, and went in the 
ftrength of thar Meat go Days and 49 Nights 
unto Horeb the Mount of GOD, and came unto 
a Cave where he lodged. Which miraculous 
Bread has been always Jookt upon as a Figure 
of tie Holy Eucharift, which fupporrs and com- 
forts usduring our Pilgrimage in the Wilden 
nels ofthis World, 


Elijah osing come to Horeb, GOD come, 


* mands &im to go to Damafcus, and anoint 
Hazaz! King of syria, and Jehu King of Ifrael, 
and Elifhato be Propi.t ia his room,whom he 
met with on his way ploughing with 1 2Plougds, 
of which he himfelf guided one; and as Elijah 
pafled by him he caft his Mantle upon him ; 
whereupon finding himfelfrran{ported with a 
violent motion, he left his Oxen and ran after 
Elijah, detiring only leave of him to take his 


farewel of his Father and Mother; which being 


granted im, he recurn’d to Elijahand having 
kill’d a yoke of Oxen for a Sacrifice, heinvited 


the Peoplethat were with him to the Feaft,and 


afterwards arofe and followed Elijah and mi- 
niltred unto him. 

He left a Father (faith St. Ambrofe) . but he 
found another, aud a better in Elijah, who ha- 
ving for this his Spiritual Son Bowels of Love, 
far more tender than thofe of a flelbly Father 
can be, nox only furnifht him with all Neceffaries 
during this Life, but at his departure from him 
left him Heir of his Spirit, that is, of bis Ho- 
linefs, Gift of Prophecy and Miracles, as we 
foal fee hereafter. 

Thus GOD has given tu Inflances in the Old 
Teftament, as well as in the New, thar great 
Difciples are ordinarily the Spiritual Children 
of Meu cminent in Holinefs, who by their exe 
ceHent Actions have deferved to leave behind 
them, as cmincnt followers of their Lives, and 
Heirs of ther Vertues and Graces ; only wisi 
this difference, that under the Gofpel or New 
Law, we are not oly the Ditciples of the Men 
of GOD, but of him who is the Man-God, our 
blefféd Saviour, who fo tempered and allayed the 
admirable AStions of his Life (as St. ditftin 
obierves) to the end, that the Example of his 
Holinefs, might not be too difproportionate to our 
weaknefs. 

Wherefore alfa (asthe fame Father obferves) 
when Mofes and Elijaly in theiv time apprared 
iu the World, with a profomd Humility, which 
was the fpring and fource of al thofe Vertues 
which fhone forth fo glorioufly in their Lives and 
Converfation : There was oly one Jothua and 
one Hlifha, found among ft all their Contemporaries, 
for to imitate and copy their unparallel’d Exam. 
ples ; becaufe proud Men at that time did dif- 
dain to folow the fteps of humble Men. Bus 
now under the Golpel, the moft exalted Pride 
cannot but be cover'd with foame and confufion, by 
Seeing holy Humility (the fure bafis and foun- 
dation of all Graces) not only exalted and cons 
fecrated, but indeed deified in th: whole Comm 
portment, Life, and Death of our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, even in bis Perfou, who mas GOD hime 


Self bleffed for ever. 
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[114 ]  . 14g; 
Che piety of Fehothaphat. 


Jehothaphat ‘ the Good and Pious King of Judah ) makes all the Kings: 
about him, to fear and fland in awe of him, He gives many Teftimo~ 
! nies of his Piety towards GOD, who made him Victorious over his Ene-- 
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WV iit King Abad reigned over Ifrsel, 


and that he and his Queen encouraged 
Anno Mundi 3105. one another in commit- 
before Chrift 889. tingall forts of Impieties, 
good King fa govetned the Kingdom of 
judch, who had given many pregnant [n- 
ftances of his Picty in the feveral Stages of 
his Life, fave that towards the end of it, he 
ftained his former excellent 4éions, by making 
a League with Binbadad King of d;rz2. 

GOD fent a Prophet to reprove him of this 
Fault; who demanded of iim, inthe Name 
of his Great Mafter, whether he thought the 
Divine Aiiiftance not farticient to make him 
Vidtorious over all his Exemies, withour feek- 
ing for Aid from Jdolaters, who were an abo- 
mination unto him ? 

But King .4fa not being able to bear this 
free, bur juft Remonftrance of the Prepher , 


caufed him to be feized and putin Prifon ; . 


and oppreffed alfo fome of his Subjects at the 

fametime. The Scripture alfo takes notice, 

that being for along time afflited with the 

Gout, he put more confidence in the Skill of 

a Phyficians, than in the Help and Power of 
D 


Thus. King fa, after he had for a long 
time deferved the juft praife of Men, and ap- 
probation of GOD, by his Adminiftration and 
Behaviour, worthy of a greatand good Prince ; 
at laft difhonour'd his Life, and cafta blemith 
upon the Reputation he had fo juftly acqui- 
red, by a mixture of Aéfions, which were ei- 
ther injurious to GOD, or cruel to Men. 

.Jofbaphat his Son fucceeded him, who by 
Walking in the fteps of his Father David, and 


fearing GOD greatly, drew down the Divine. 


Blsfing upon his Kingdom , upon his Arms , 
andall his Undertakings, the LORD making 
him formidableto the King of Ifrae, and to 
all the Princes round about him. This good 
Xing encouraging himfelf in the ways of the 
LOKD, did not at all exprefs the fame Fear- 
fulnets and Backwardnefs, as his Predeceffors 


had done, but tcok away all the High Places 


and cut down: the Groves that-were in-Judah:. 
He fent alfo fome of his Princes to accom- 
pany the Priefts and Levises throughout all: 
the Lend, who taking the Book of the. Law- 
with them, went about throughour all the- 
Cities of Fudah, ro teach the People the Law - 
‘of GOD, which had Leen.in a great meafure - 
‘difus"dand forgot, during the wicked Reign . 
of. fome of his Predeceffors. 

His delire alfo to enlarge and. firengthen» 
his Kingdom was extraordinary, and herein. 
he thewed himtelf a great Xing indeed ; who - 
having in the firft place endeavoured to {ettle . 
thofe things which immediately concern’d . 
the Glory of GOD, and the Spiritual good: 
of his Subjects; in the next place rook care to - 
maintain the glory of his Crow, and to pro- 
cure the Temporal fauféty and happinefs of © 
his Peeplz. 

Ahab King of Ifrael feeing Fehofbaphat for 
Sreat and victorious a Prince, was loath to 
have him for his Euzmy, tho’ the Kingdom of 
Judah contained but the fixth partof chat of * 
Irazl, having only two Tribes underit, whereas 
the Kingdom of Irae! had Ten ; and there- - 
fore made an Alliance with him, and perfwa- -- 
ded febofhaphat to accompany him in an Exe. 
pedition , he intended to make againft the - 
King of Syria; where Ahab was flain., and . 
Fehofbaphat himfelf was in great danger ; 
but crying to*the LORD in his diitrefs, was 
wonderfully delivered by him. Yet the LORD - 
afterwards fent Febu the Prophet to reprove 
him, for entring intoan Alliance with. that. 
wicked King; the Prophet demanding of him, 
whether it became him. who. had. been fo - 
highly favoured, and bleft by GOD, to helpthe : 
ungodly, and love them.that hate the LORD.2 

Thus GOD made it appear by the Vittorious - 
Succeffes of this Prince, that he takes delight. 
to make them formidable to all their Enemies 
who fear none but him. alone ; and to homur - 
them that honour him, as well as to make them - 
bafe and contemptible, who-defpife and lizhily 


efecns him...  . 
THE. 
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x KING. XXil. 


THE DEATH OF AHAB 
Ahab fighting againft the King of Syria, 2 flain by an Arrow fhot at ¢ 


Venture. 


ie Sins of Abab and Yezabel daily in- 
creafing, they at laft arrived to their 
Anno Mundi3107- —_—s+higheft point by the hor- 
before Cheitt 972 = rid Murther of innocent 
Naborh. This Man was owner of a Vineyard 
in Jezreel, near to Ababs Palace, which he ma- 
nur'd and took delight in, as an Inheritance 
defcended to him from his Forefathers : Now 
Abab defigning to enlarge his Gardens, defired 
to have this Vineyard of Nabeth, either paying 
him the worth of it, or giving him another 
in exchange. But Naborh would by no means 
part withic. 

Asab, notwithftanding that he was defpe- 
rately wicked, yet thought he had no right 
to take it by Violence from him ; bur finding 
himfelf unable to overcome Naboths Refolu- 
tion, his Refufal caus’d in him fo high a dif- 
pleafureand vexation, that he fell fick upon it, 
and refufed to eat. J: zabel having underftood 
from his own Mouth, the caufe of his fadnefs 
and diftemper, mocked at his fimplicity, fay- 
ingplt is a fign you have great Authority over 
your Subjects ; when one of them is able to put you 
into this condition! And immediately fhe fent 
Letters to the chief Men of the City where Na- 
both dwelt, that ehey fhould fuborn two fa/fe 
Witneffes, to depofe againft Naboth, thathe had 
blafphemed GOD and the King, and that there- 
upon they fhould condemnand ftone him. 

Fezabel being punctually obey’d in all this, 
the falfe Witneffes were found, and Naboth 
Condemn’d and Ston’d the fame day ; and 
News thereof being brought to Jezabel , fhe 
acquainted hab, that now he might go and 
take poffeftion of the Vineysrd he had fo 
much defired. Ababrecovering at this News, 
goes down to fee the Vineyard, where Elijah 
meeting him, thunders out this Sentence a- 
gaint him : Thow haft kided Naboth, and haft ta- 
ken poffeffion; but know, that Dogs fhall lick thy 
Blood éz rhe very* fame place wh:re that Juno- 
cent Man was murther'd; and Dogs fhsll eat 
the Fleth of Jezabel by the Wall of Jezreel. 

The War which a4 Soon after undertook 
againtt Syria, gave an accemplifhment to this 
Prophecy ; for Abab having delired the King 
of fudah to accompany him; J-byhaphat 
defired him to confult fome Prophets about 


the event of the Bettel. Abab (to comply with 
his defire) fent for 400 Prophets.who all with 
one Mouth promifed hab the Victory ; bur 
Jehofbaphat not fatisfied with theis Predictions 
demanded, Whether there were never « Pron 
phet of the LORD there befides, of whom they 
might enquire? Ahab an{wered, that indeed 
there was one, but that he hated him, becaufe he 
always prophefied Evil to him, 

This Prophet was Micajah ,~whom Ahab 
however ( at Fehofbaphats entreaty ) fent for; 
who being come, boldly declar’d the unhappy 
Event of the Battel, and that hab fhould be 
kill’d in it. .4ha6 provok’d with this Predie 
ion, caufed Micajah to be caft into Prifon, 
with defign to put him todeath at his Rerurn; 
at which Micajah was not at all concern’d, as 
being affured that he fhould never return, 

* Abat being advanced near to the Army of 
the Syrians, put himfelf inco 2 Difguife; but 
Sehofbaphat entred the Field in his Royal Aco 
coutrements, and the King of Syria having 
given order to his Captains, to aim chiefly to 
kill the King of J/rael, they took Zehofhaphat 
for him, and had like to have killed him; 
for if he had not difcover'd himfelf by his 
Speech, that he was not King 4hab, he would 
have learnt by fatal Experience, how unhap- 
py athingit is fora good Prince to ally him- 
felf with {uch as are ungodly. 

In the mean time it hapned, that an Ayrop 
fhot at a venture reached bab, and pierced 
the Joynts of his Armour; of which Wound 
he died that Night: The Blood that gutht 
from his Wound had all ftained his Charice, 
and as they were wafhing it in the Pool of 
Samaria, the Dogs came and. licked his Blood, 
according to the word of the LORD, denoun- 
ced againft him by Elijah the Propiec, 

So true it is,that the greateft and moft potent 
of Princes, cannot avoid the juft Doom of an 
incenled GOD, which they have deferved by 
their exorbitant Crimes aud Exceffes; and that. 
Heaven with as ‘much eafe difchargeth its 
Thunderbolts upon Crowned-Heads , which 
have thunder’d againft others, as upon their 
meaneft Subjects ; for thofe who feem Gods 
upon Earth , are nothing but Dutt and Athes 


before GOD, 
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The CONTENT Sof the Second Book of the KINGS, 
commonly called the Fourth Book of the KINGS. | 


N this Book the Hiftory of the Kings of Ju- the Reformation and Re-eftablifoment of Di-- 
I dah and Hirael is finijhed , which was hee vine Worthip, when at any time it had’ 
gun and carried on in rhe foregoing Book. ts faffered any Interruption or Corruption ; yet 

‘y the Kings of Ifrael, ehcy and their Subjefts the People were either very prone to mix the 
continued obftinately wedded to their Idolatrous Leaven of Superftition with the pure Service 
Worthip 3 yet forme of them much more than of GOD, or to be carclefs and neglectful in: 
others. erefore alfo they were often called to attendance upon it, with that Zeal, Piety, and. 
Repentance by GOD, who to that end made ufe Sincerity, that GOD required of them: And 
of the Minifiry of bis Prophets , a well as fe- notwithftanding that the Jériows Exhortations: 
were Judgments and Chaftifements , with and earmft Admonitions of the Prophets, #5: 
which he vifited them: dud as & fore-running well as the frequent Chaftifements of the.” 
prefage of their final Ruin, he fuffered Tiglath- LORD, to recal them to Repentance, were not 
Pilefer ro lead away the whole Tribe of Nephe wanting all this while, yet the abominable 
thali Caped'ue into Affyria ; yet all this had no Mixtures and Innovations, introduced: by them: 
good effect upon them. into their Worthip, and the depravations of 

True it is, thatGOD always veferved a» their Manners , became fo great and general,. 
mongft them « fiall number, according to the that GOD at length deliver’d this corrup> 
Elélim of Grace , to which end the Holy and incorrigible People into the hands of Ne~ 
Schools and Colledges of the Prophets were buchadhezzar King of Babylon, who laid wafte: 
wery conducive: But becaufe the generality of and -deftroyed their Country, took the City of 
thefe Apoftate Ifraelites prefevered igthelr Im~ Jerufalem, burnt the Temple, ad: carried the: 
piety and Defettion , the LORD his, juft Jews Gaptives into Chaldea:. 42 which came 
Fudgment at laft wholly rejected and caft them to pafs after that the Kingdom of Judah dad: 
of. For Salmanafar, King of Aflyria, having con Gifted ( according to the Calculation of fome }* 
invaded the Land of Ifrael with a vaft Army, about 395 years from: the Rent or Schifm: of* 
took Samaria, after a three years Siege, and the Ten Tribes: 
carried all the Uikaelites Captive into his own Yet for all that GOD did fovmederate bis 
Country 3 which was the final Cataftrophe of Wrath againft this unthankful People, that be- 
the Kingdom of Ifrael , having continued ( ace ( notwithfianding all their Provocations 
cording to the Computation of a 262 years, Rebellions ) fil continued faithful and conftant 
or thereabouts. +9 his Word and-Promife, and by his Fatherly. 

The Kingdom of Judah alfo, not very long Goodnels, abvays-kept up amongft thém an Eleé&.- 
after, ended much ino like manner : For tho’ People, and preferved the Remains-of the Fa-~ 
the Jews had the true Werfrip of GOD gene-~ mily of ‘David .( from-whence the Moffialr was” 
rally continued amongft them, efpecially during. to come, according to the Flefb ) until the time 
the Reigns of their good and religions Kinys, of his appearing in the Wosld, to accomplifh the- 
and the concurring adminifiration of holy High Work ff oxr Redemption. 
Priefts , who diligent! employed their Autho- The Hiftory of this Book contains the Events. 


rity for the. cafting down of Idolatry , and of 350 years, or thereabouts. ~ 
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2 KING. Il, 


Elijah taken up into Heaven, 


Elijah is carried up to Heaven 2 4 Fiery-Chariot, i# the prefence of bis 


Difciple Elitha ; who thereupon receives adouble Portion of bis Spix 
rit, aud divides the Waters of Jordan with the Mantle of Elijah.. 


Ae dying in the manner as hath before 
been related, left the Kingdom of I[raet 
Anno Mundisres to his Son Ahaxiah, who 
before Chrift $96. following the ftepsof his 
Father, and of his Mother Jezabel, profpered 
accordingly; for when he had reigned two 
years, he fell out of a Window, and finding 
-himfelf in danger of Death, he fent Meffen- 
gers to enquire of Beelzebub the God of Ekron, 
whether he fhould recover of his fall, or no ¢ 
GOD being provok’d, that 2 King of Ifrael 
fhould fend to enquire of an Idol, about the 
-event of his Sicknefs, fent Elijah to meet the 
Kings Meffengers, and to bid them ask their 
Mafter, Whether he fuppos'd there was no GOD 
jn Ifeael, that he had fent them to enquire of 
Beelzebub the God of Ekron; and to aifure 
him, that for this his facrilcgious and profane 
flighting of the GOD of Ittael, be fhould not 
warife from his Sick-bed, but | furcly die. 
The Meffengers returning to King Ahaziah 
, with this Meffage, he enquired of them what 
kind of Man he was, that had charged them 
with it; and they replying, raat he was a 
hairy Man, and girt with ea Girdle of Leather 
about bis Loyns ; he prefently concluded it 


was Elijah the Tifbbite, and fent a Captain. 


over fifty with hisCompany to take him; 
who (in obedience to the Kings Command ) 
went up to Elijah, where he was fitting at the 
top of a Hill; and faid tohim, Man of GOD 
come down, and co along with me in the Kings 
Name: But Elijah told him, Jf J be @ Sian 
of GOD, then let Fire come down from Heaven, 
and confime thee and thy Company. 

King Abaziab hearing no news of his firft 
Captain, fent a fecond ro feize the Prophet , 
who having commanded Zlijah, co come down 
~ withhim tothe King, wasconfumed (together 
with thofe under his Command) like tie for- 
mer. Jhaxiah, in the impatience of his Re- 
venge, at lat iendinga third, who being ter- 
tified by che dreadful end of the two former 
Captain:, as foon as he came up the H:d, fell 
down on his Keres, and earneftly belought 
him to fpare his Life, and the Lives of thole 
thar were with him. £/ijah moved to pity 


with his humble Deportment, and being atthe 
fame time advifed by an gel, to go along 
with him to tke King,not fearing any thing 
accompanied the Gaptain into the prefence 
of Abaziah, to whom he denounced the Sen- 
tence GOD had pronounced againft him 
That forafinuch as he had fent to Beelzebub, ar 
if there was no GOD in Nrael, he fhould never 
rife from his fick Bed, but die there. 

This wasthe laft Action Elijah did in pute 
lick, for GOD foon after took him to himfelf; 
and Elijha being informed of the Day that 
his Maffer fhould be taken from him upto 
Heaven, would by no means be perfuaded to 
leave him. Elijah himfelf tried him 3 feveral 
times, to fee whether he might be induced to 
part from him ; pretending, that he had bufi- 
nefs elfewhere, and withing him to ftay there, 
and to leave him alone ; but Elisha {till pro- 
tefting, thar he would never quit him, Elijah 
gave over, uppoling thar he had now fuffici- 
ently tried the Faitnfulnefs of his Difciple's 
and as a rewsrd of his Fidviity, bade him 
ask what he «vould of him ; who thereupon 


‘demanding adouble portion of his Spirit, 


Elijah told him. That he had demandcd a hard 
thing, bu: that however, in cale he did fee him 


‘trrauflated to Heaven, it fhould bz granted him, — 


elfe not. 

Soon xfcer; as they went on and difcourfed 
together, there appeared a Chariot and Horfes * 
of Fire, and parced them both afunder, and 
Eljjeb wentup in a Whirlwind to Heaven. 

This holy Prophet (faith $. Chrjfofom ) 
mounsing up to Heaven, left nothtiz to kis 
Difciple, Jeve only bis Mantle 5 as: if he had 


faid to tim, I have fought againft the Devil,’ 


being covered with this Armour; and do thou 
alfo engage with kim in the fame Equipage. 
Elitha accepted of ths mean and poor Mantle 
as the viche® Inheritance , b-crnfe the true 
Chriftian Poverty is an .smpregnasle Tower, 
and inaccefible Fortrefs 3 and thz trae, Dilci- 
ples of Chieift look upon inward and fpirvitual 
Poverty, as the Well-[pring of all good tnings, 


ax the lovers of this World place all their con- 


fidence in thsir Riches and outward Poffeffions. 
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Che Chilren devoured by Wears. 
The Children that mocked Elifha are devoured by Bears. 


Fer that the Prophet Elijab was tran- 
A (lated out of this World, it appeared 
«that he had been as goo 

Tiefame year 3018. as his word to his Difci- 


ple Elijha , his Spirit not only refting upon - 


him, but aéting in him with more efficacy than 
ever it had in Elijah himfelf. The firft eff)& 
hereof appeared in his crofling the River Zor- 
dan dry-fhod, without any other means, but 
of Ehjahs Mantle he had left him, wherewith 
as foon as he had {mote the Waters, and faid, 
Where is the Lord God of Elijah? the Waters im- 
mediately were parted, and he paffed over. 
Elifha being return’d to Jericho, the Inha- 
birants thereof reprefented to him, thar the 
fituation of their City was very pleafint, but 
that all the Water about it was very bitter, 
and rendred the Ground barren. Elifba condef- 


that is, amongft the People corrupted and infedt- 
ed with Sin; in order to take away the barren- 


d nefs of the Ground, and make it ( for time to 


come) fruitful in all Vestues and Graces. 

But not long after this favourable and be- 
neficial Miracle he had wrought, another fuc- 
ceeded, which made it evident, ‘that this holy 
Prophet was fill'd with the fame fiery Zzal,whicls 
was fo fignal and remarkable in his Mafter ; 
for as he was going from Jericho to Bethel, 
near to that City -he met with a Company of 
little Children, who feeing him bald, mocked 
him, crying out aloud, Go up thou Bald-pate, 


‘Go up thou Bald-pate, Elifba turning back look- 


ed uponthem,and curfed them inthe Name of 
the LORD; which Curfe was no fooner pro~ 
nounced by him, but two Bears came forth out 
of a Wood clofe by, and kill’d 42 of them. 


cending to their defire, bade them bringhim We may well Jay here, (what S. 4uftin {peaks 


2 new Earthen Vefel with fome Salt in it, and ‘ 
going forth to the Spring of the Waters, he caft 


d ‘onanother occafion ) that this Ang:r of Elitha 


was aProphetick Anger, reprefenting tos be- 


Salt into it, andaffured them in the Name of -fore-Land, what was to come to pafs in aftere 


GOD, that from thenceforwards the Waters 
Should be healed,and be no more the caufe of 
ficknefs or death toany, or make the Ground bar- 
ren, asformerly they had done. Which Words 
were nofooner utter'd by him, bur the effeé 
was there, and the Waters were healed ever 
after. 
This holy Prophet (as S. Ambrofe obferves) 
by the efficacy and power 0 his Word, not only 
changed the bitternefs 0 thofe Waters which 
flowed upon the Earth, but he penetrated to their 
deepeft and moft hidden Jource and Spring, where 
he changed the very Nature of them, and that 
fo throughly and effectually, that the Change he 
then made, continued to the end of all fucceeding 
Ages, as the Scripture obferves. By healing thefe 
Waters, be healed a whole People, who were af- 
flited with manifold Difeafes, and Death, in 
drinking ehereof, and in preferving thofe that 
were then, he (at the fame time) was the pre 
fervation of all thofe, who in fucceeding Ages 
frould proceed from th:m. 

This (adds that Father ) was an admirable 
Figure of the Renovazion and great Change which 
defus Chrift ( reprefented by rhe new Earthen 

ellel fill’ with Salt) was to make oneday, not in 


Ages; and lively fetting forth to es the miferae 
ble condition of thofe, who bearing the Name of 
the Children ¢ the Church, do infolently make 
a mock and feof’ at Jefus Chrift, and all the 
facred Myfteries of his facred Life and Paffion ; 
and thé he fuffored all manner of Outrage and 
Scoffing from theJews on Mount Calvary, ( a 
Elitha was mocked by thefe Children becaufe he 
was bald) for which Crime they and their 
City were miferably deftroyed and devoured by 
the Roman Eagles: Yee the Blafphemy and 
Sacrilegious abufe and profanation of bis Holy 
Myfteries, which Chriftians are guilty of, is 
infinitely more exafperating, and muff confe- 
guintly expett a Punijhment and judgment far 
execeding, not only that of thefe Children, dnt 
of the i alfo, who fo outragiou/ly afronted 
and mocked bim on the Crofs ; forajinuch as.they 
have ( as the Scripture exprefeth it) trodenun- 
derfoot the Son of GOD, and counted the 
Blood of the Covenant, wherewith they were 
fan@tified, an unholy thing, and done defpite 
to the Spirit of Grace. 

The Chriftian Church ( as S. Auftin faith ) 
hath but roo many fuch Children as rhefe; and 
thd no Bears are fecx outwardly to devour them 5 


a City only or Country, but throughout the wirale yet the Devils make ro lefs bavockey their Souls 


World, ix feattering bis Salt, that is to [ay, his 
Apoftles, into the bitter and deadly Waters ; 


to whom they aeliver shemfetues for a Prey ty 
their dilorderly Lite, and tbe. abujs ef his holy 
My fteries. U THs 
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THE MIRACLE OF ELISHA, 


2 KING. IV, 


A Widow tormented by ber Creditors, applying her felf to Elitha for redrefs, he 


commands ber to borrow Vellels of ber Neighbours, which 
from a {mall Remnant fhe bad left in the Houfe, 


ber to fill, : 

Frer the Death of hed and his Son 

. Abaxiah, fekoram ( Ababs fecond Son ) 
Anno Mundiz3109.  fucceeded his Elder Brother 
before Chrift 895. in the Kingdom, and did 
evil inthe fight of the LORD, tho’ as the 
Seripture obferves , not like his Father and 
Mother, for he putaway the Image of Baal that 
his Father had fec up; but for all that he 
continued in the worfhipping of Jeroboams 
Golden Calves. He reigned at the fame time 
that good King Jehofhaphat reigned over Fu- 
dab, and thefe two Kings always continued in 
Alliance and good Correfpondence together. 

Jehoram at that time being engaged in a 
War againft the Moabites, who had refufed to 
pay him the Tribute they had paid to his Fa- 
ther 4bab, defired Jehofhaphat to come to his 
affiftance, which Fchofbaphat did accordingly ; 
and coming at the Héad of his own Army, 
joyn’d his Forces with thofe of Jeboram. But 
as they were ontheir march towards their E+ 
nemies Country, having marched feven days to- 
gether thro’ a dry Wildernefs, where they fuf- 
fered extream thirft for want of Water, Feho- 
Shaphat in this extremity enquired of Jehoram, 
whether there were not thereabout a Prophet 
of the LORD, whom they might confulr in 
this neceffity , which threatned them and 
their Armies with utter deftruétion. 

Elifha at laft being fent for, and appearing 
before the King of J&acl, told him plainly, 
that he-might betake himfelf to the Prophets 
of his Father and of his Auther ; and that if 
ithad not been in confideration of Fehofbaphat, 
he would never have come to him ; butupon 
his account promifed him both Water and 
Miétory over the Moabites. And having order’d 
them to make the Vatey,where they were,full 
of Ditches, the next Morning a torrent of Wa- 
ter came from the Mountains and filled them, 
by which means the .dramy was faved. 

This Wester, which was their prefervation, 
became the ruin and overthrow of their 4a- 
verfaries ; for the Moabites feeing this Wazer, 
to which the Rays of the riffug-Sun had given 
a Red colour, fuppofed it had been Blood, and 
that their Enemies had kill’d one another : In 
thisbelicf they came and fell upon Jchorams 
and Jchthaphats Army, whom contrary to 
their expsttation they found nordead, bur 


fle filkd with Oil, 
till there were no more Veflels for 


full of Life and Courage, infomuch as they 
foon put the Moadites to flight, and purfuing 
them to their Gapital City, befieged ir 
whereupon the King of Meade in defpair kill’'d 
his eldeft Son upon the Wal, and Sacrificed 
him ; which caft fo great a horrour upon the 
Jews, that they broke up the Siege, and re. 
turned to their own Land. 

In the mean time there wasa Widow ( who 
being exceedingly troubled with her Creditors 
that threatned in cafe of Nonpayment, to 
take away her two Sons and fell them for Bond- 
flaves ) came to Elifoa, and defired his affi- 
ftance and counfel in this extremity. Elifhe 
having heard her Complaint, ask’d her, what 
the had in her Houfe? who reply’d, the had 
nothing fave a Pot of Oil; whereupon he bad 
her borrow a great many empty Veflelsof her 
Neighbours, and having fhut the Door of her 
Houfe upon her, to pour out of her Pot into 
them tillthey wereall filled. The Widow obey- 
ing this Order of the Prophet, found her Oj! 
hold outcill there were no more Héfls to fill : 
And being aftonifh’d at this Miracle, cameto 
give Elifba an account of what had hapned 
who bade her fell fo much of the O// as was 
fufficient to pay her Debts, and to keep the 
reft for her felf and Children toliveon. 

This Miracle (faith S. Gregory) was 2 Figure 
of shat abundant effisfion of the Grace of the 
Holy Spirit, which fhould one day fil the Church 
reprefented by this Widow, who had only two 
Sons, whom the Devils would take from her 
and make them Bond-flaves ; which defign f 
theirs was prevented by the effufion of this 
oy and owns Unétion. 

. Bernard faith, we muft without cea 
defire and pant for this ri and Sede 
ing Oil, that our Hearts may be filed brimful 
with it ; and to the end they may, we muft keep 
them empty of vain Imaginations, and fenfual - 
Coufolations. For the Un&tion of this Holy Spirie 
repréfented by this Widows Oil, can fluo Veffels 
but fuch as are empty and void of all finful and 
vain Prepofefions, "Tis @ vain thing for any 
Man to artempe an union between God and 
Mammon, Jelus Chrift and this World, rhe 
ee. the § oe ; and it is impofible at 
the fame time, to relifh and tafte t 
of Earth and those of Hora moan 
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+ KING. V. 


being willing to recom- 


tS the Prophet 


pence the charitable care the good Shu- fe 


‘AnnoMundi 3110. «= wamite had taken of him, 
before Chrift 894. in entertaining and lodg- 
ing him as he pafled by that way, by deli- 
vering her from the reproach of Barrennefs, 
fhe had till then laid under, procur’d her a 
Son; but the Child fometime after dying 
whilft. it was young, the Mover cams in a 
great paffion of Sorrow to complain thereof 
to Elifhay who (as foon as he had underftood 
the Ghilds Death) fent Gehazi his Servant 
with his Staff, 
the Child's Face; but the Mother would not 
be fatisfied till Elifha came along with her ; 
who finding that what he had commanded 
Gebazi had not brought the Child to life, he 
( as Elijah his Mafter did in a like cafe ) ap- 
plied his Body to the Body of the Child, ha- 
ving prayed to the LORD, and thereupon the 
Childs Spirit return’d, and he deliver’'d him 
to his Mother. 

Some time after he with a little Flower 
took away che poyfonous quality of a Por of 
Portage, prepard for the Sons of the Prophets, 
and multiplied a few Loaves, foas they fatif- 
fied a great number of People. 

But one of the moft famous Miracles wrought 
by Elifba, and which is recorded of him by 
Fefus Christ in the Gofpel, was his curing Na- 
‘aman the Syrian of his Leprofie. This Man 
was of great Authority with his Mafter the 
King of Syria, but was fadly affiifted with 
that filthy Difeafe : And his Wife having a 
Fewifo Girl that waited upon her, fhe told her 
Miftre/s, that ‘f her Maffer would but go to 
the Prophet Elijba in Samaria, he would cure 
him of his Leprofie. Naaman being acquaint- 
ed herewith, told the King his Mafter, who 
fent a Letter by him to Foram King of Jfrael, 
importing that 
man tohim. to be cured. 

Soram looking upon this his unreafonable 
Reqneft, only as 2 defign to pick a Quarrel 
with him, rent his Gloarhs, asking Naaman , 
Whether his Mafter took him for aGOD, thus 
to require him to Cure bis Difeafe ? Elifba un- 
derftanding what had paft, fent to the King, 
to bid him dire€t Naaman to him, that he 
might know there was a Prophet in Irael. So 
Naaman came with his Horjes and Chariot, 
and ftood before the Door of Elijha’s Houfe, 
who without going out to him, fent word by 


[ x19 } 4 
The Healing of 


Naaman comes to the Prophet Elifha, 


commanding him to lay it on» 


accordingly, and the 


the had fent his General Naa- fi 


wa 
Wa 


saat. 
to be healed of bis Leprofie. 
his Servant, That he fhould go and wafb himfelf 
sven times inthe River Jordan, by which means 
foould be healed. 
But Naaman being in a rage at this ufage 
and meflage of Elisha, wenthis way 3 but his 
Servants reprefentimy to him, how eafie the 
thing was which the Propher had prefcrib'd 
for his Cure, defired him by all means to try, 
whether the Prophet had fpoken true? Naa- . 
man at laft yielding to their Reafons, went 
and plunged himlelf feven times in Jordan ; 
whereupon his Flefh came again as the flefl: 
of a little Child. As foon as Naaman ptr- 
ceived the Cure wrought upon him, he re- 
turned with all his Company to Elifha, to ex« 
prefs his Acknowledgment, and to affure him, 
that from thence forward he would worfhip 
no other GOD, but the LORD only ; he preft 
him alfo to receive his Prefents, but Elifha 
utterly refufed. 

Now after Naaman was departed, Gebazt, 
( Elifha’s Servant ) ran after him, and telling 
him a Lye, procur’d of him two Talents of 
Silver and two Changes of Raymnt. Elijha 
knowing what had paft, reproached Gehaze 
for his Covetou{nefs, and told him in the Name 
ofthe LORD, That becaufe he had done this, the 
Leprofie of Naaman the Syrian foould cleave to 
him, and to bis Seed for ever, which hapned 
Leprofie immediately 
appeared over all his whole Body as white as 
Snow. 

The Cure of this General ( faichS. Anbrofe ) 
js a Figure of the purification of Chriftians , 
of their inward Leprofie, by the Laver of Re- 
generation. The Prophet Elifha would receive 
nothing in confideration of this Cure, to teach 
the Minifters of the Gofpel by his Example, to 
part with aud communicate freely to others, 
what they have fo freely receiv'd themf.lves 
om the Author and Fountain of all good. 
"And Gehazi’s Leprotie fhews 1m, what invi= 
fibly Eappens to the Souls of thofe Minifters , 
wio make a trafiick of Holy things. It 1 not 


he 


fuficient for Gofpel Paftors (faith 5. Ambrofe) 


to be exempt from Avarice rhemfelues, but 
they muft take care that thofe who are under 
then to be fo likewife 5 and they ought to we 
Severity, like Elifha, when they mzet with any, 
sho ftrive to enrich them{clues with & Satri- 
legious Marchandize, déjhonouring the repara- 
tion of their Profeflion, aud expofing tke Sue 


creduels of their Miniftry. 
: U 2 . THE 
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i he Sieve of Samaria. 


2 KING, VI. 


The King of Syria befiegeth the City of Samaria, and reduced it to a dreadful Fa- 


mine, 

HE King of Syria having feveral times 
T Jaid wait with his Army, to furprize 
Anno Mundi 3116, Joram King of IJfrael : 
before Chrift 888. butall ro ne purpofe, he 
became tranfported into a great Rage againft 
his chicf Officers and Minifters, as {uppofing 
that they difclofed his Deligns to him: But 
one of them told him, He was much miflaken 
to fufpett the Faithfulnefs of bis Servants upon 
that account; and aflured him, That it was E- 
litha the Prophet that fruftrated his Defigns, 
by acquainting the King of Urael with his moft 
Secret Counfels. 

As foon asthe King of Syria had underftood 
this, he was as much enraged againft Elia, 
as before he had been againft his Servants, 
and refolved to feize him ; and to that pur- 
pofe, he fent a great Party of his Forces to 
furround the City where Elijha then was. Eli- 
foa’s Servant arifing in the Morning, and fee- 
ing the great Army of Syrians, that had in- 
vefted the City, he was fore afraid ; but El:- 
fha, to rid him of his Apprehenfions, prayed 
to GOD to open his Eyes; whereupon the 
young Man faw an dngelical Gaard of Horfes 
and Chariots of Fire, Surrounding and guard- 
ing his Mafter. 

Andat the fametime Elifha entreated GOD 
to ftrike the Syrian Army with blinduefs, that 
were cometo take him which the LORD ha- 
ving performed atthe requeftof his Servant, 
Elifhs went downto them , andtold them, 
That they had miftaken their way 3 but if they 
would follow him, he would lead them tothe Man 
sh-y lok d for ; and fo broughtthem into the 
midft cf Samaria, and then prayed GOD to 
open their Eyesagain, that they mightive the 
danger in which they were.. 

King Joram feeing his Enemies thus mira- 
culoully made his Prifoncrs, demanded of E- 
lifha, whether he fhould deltroy them, fince 
GOD had delivered them intohis hand ? but 
the Propact check'd him for entertaining fuch 
aThoughs, and on the contrary bade him 
fet Meat.and Drink before them, and fend 
them back to.their Maffer in Peace. 

wot long after this, Benhadad King of 
Siria raifed a prodigious Army, and with it 
tefteged the City of Samaria, which thereby. 
was reduced to fo dreadful a Famin, that an 
Aje:s-Hiad was fold for 80 Shekels , that is, 
dor about 12 pounds fterling. Bur the Scrip- 


ture gives us a more tragical Inftance of the 
extream Famin then raging in thar City, 
Which is this, 4s King Joram was walkin 

on the Wall, 2 Woman cries out to him to do. 
her Juftice; and the King asking her what 
She defired of him, fhe told him, that fhe and 
another Woman ( her Neighbour ) had agreed 
to kill their Children and eat thems that ace 
cordingly fhe had given her Son, and they had 
eaten him ; but that her Neighbour inftead of 
arefing her Son the next day, according to their 
era » had hid him, and would not deliver. 

2973. 

King Joram aftonifhed at the recital of fo 
barbarous and unheard of Cruelty, rene his 
Cloaths , whereby the Sackcloth he wore next 
to his Skin was feen ; but however , inftead. 
of refle&ting upon his Sins, which were the 
caufeor fo dreadful a fudgment upon him and 
his People, he turns his Rage againft Elifha, 
and fwore he would have hfs Head that very 
day, and accordingly fent an Officer to his 
Honfe , to execute his wicked defign: But E- 
lifbe knowing of his Meflage , commanded 
thofe thar were with him to fhut the Door 
againft him, and lay hold of him ; being af= 
fur'd by the Spirit of GOD , that the Kings 
purpofe of taking away his Life was chang’d. 

This behaviour of the King of Iftael phews, 
how dangerous a thing it is, for # Man in Af- 
flitiion, to give himlelf up to Anger and Ime 
patience. We fee this. Prince here dreadfully 
affliGed, and wearing Sackcloth upon kis Skin, 
whica one would think was a great fign of his 
being fenfible of the Hand of GOD upon bis 
Capital City ; but for al that, we find him: 
very far from being either humble or bruly pen- 
nitcat ; for lofing his Confidence ix GOD) and - 
abandoning himfelf to Defpair , he rfolucs to 
wurther him, who alone by his Holinc{s and 
great Intercft in GOD, was the Inftrument of 
Jrving that City from utter ruin. But che true 
Servants of GOD, who look upon ther iflitli- 
ous with the Eye of Faith, ere bumble and 
faba five under them, as kiowing tirxiv Suf- 
Jevings ave los than they deferves yea, they 
blejs GOD fer than, becarle rary ae not senjider 
him asa Judge that punijheth Crimiiuls, bat 
asalather that chajtizech his Chitcsca for. 
their good and benefit , who loves thom whiift 
he chaBizern thim, and would newer take the 
Redkia hes Hand, but because nz loves them. 
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2 KING. VII. 
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The Prediction of -Cithe.. 


A Lord of Samaria queftioning the 


Truth of the Word of the LORD 


Spoken by Elitha, is trodden to death, 


| eres M having complain’d to Elifha of 
the extremity to which the Famine had 
‘Anno Mundi rx. reduc’d the City of Samaria, 
before Chrift 685. the hily Prophet comforted 
him and the People,who were quite fpentand 
faint, affuring them, That the next day about 
that time, fine Flour and Barley fhould be as cheap 
as then it was dear and foarce, "T'was a hard 
thing to believe this Prophefte, becaufe all Ob 
jekts of Senfe did direttly contradi&t it ; and 
one of the Lords that were with the King was 
{o bold totell him, That what he had faid could 
not prove true, except GOD fhould be pleajed to 
open the Windows of Heaven, and rain down 
Corn upon them. But the Prophet replyed, He 
fhould fee it with his Byes, but fhould not eat 


of it. 

W Friis Prophefie was verified in this manner : 
Four Leproxs Perfons being got out of the City, 
encouraged one another to go into the Camp 
of the Syrians, and deliver themfelves to them, 
as knowing that the worft that could happen 
tothem wasto be killed by them, which they 
thought far more eligible than to pine away 
with Famine; but when they were come Co 
the Camp, they were extreamly furpriz'd to 
find no body there ; for GOD had firuck the 
Syrian Army with Terror, by making them 
hear 2 noiie of Gaariors and Horfer, as the 


noife of a great Army; whereupon they be-. 


took themfelves to flight for their Lives, lea- 
ving their Tents, Horfes, and all their Baggage 
behind them. 

Thefe Lepers finding themfelves fo unex- 
pectedly Mafters of che whole Camp of the Sy- 
vians, fell to cating and drinking, and refreth- 


ing themfelves in the firlt Tene they entred 
into, and curried away the Silver and Gold 
they found there, and hid ic ; but contidering 
how injurious they were to the poor Inhabi- 
tants Of Samaria, in concealing theie good 
Tidings from them, they went to the Gate 
of the Git7, and acquainced the Guards with 
avhat they had been Lye-witnelfes of. Joram 
being inform’d of che Lepers Report, fuppos'd 
it was only a Stramgem of the Syrians, to 
draw the People out of the Cizy, and by chat 
means to have an occafion to defroy them ; 
Wherefore he fence out Some Chariors, to dil 


. 0 publifh and make known this Deli 


cover whether the Syr/ans were fled indeed, or 

no; who following them as far as Jordan,found - 
all the way fullof Garments and Veffls, which 

the Syrians had caftaway in their flight. 

As foon as thefe Meffengers had made a Re- 
port to the King of what they had feen, and 
thar the Enemy was certainly returned home, 
the almoft ftarv’d Citizens of Samaria flock’d 
in crowds out of the City, to go and plunder 
the Tents of the Syrians, by which means - 
‘Meal and Barley was’ fold in the Cizy at the 
fame price Elijha had foretold to the Kinz, in 
the Name of the LORD. And about the fame 
time the other.part of his Prophecy was fulhill’d 
likewife ; for the King having commanded the 
Lord, who had expreffed his disbeliefof what 
Elifha had pronounced to King and People in 
the Name of GOD, to have charge of the 
Gate, to preventany Diforders thatmight hap- 
pen on that occalion, he was trod under 
foot by the People, and died. 

Ie is impofible (faith St. Ambrofe) net to at 
mire the Wifdom and Power of GOD in thefe 
wonderful Events here fet down, when we fee 
that all contingent Fururities are prefent with 
him, which be difeovers, whin it pleafeih him, 
fo clearly to bis Servants, es if they were al- 
ready done, We fee him here faviag Samaria 
after 2 miraculous manner, and aloue fighting 
againft ber Enemies, whom he Strikes with 
Fear and Terror, making them run away for 
their Lives, when none purfu’d them. We fee 
a Gity diliver’d before they thnfelues were a- 
ware of it. Four Lepers, whom the Propher 
Elitha had not healed, tho be healed Ydolatrous 
Naaman the Syrian, were appointed by GOD, 
‘verance. And 
when all the People were tranfported with Foy, 
for this rhcir unlookt for Deliverance and Salva- 
tion, one Great Man is trodden to death by them, 
as they crowded through the Gate to plunder the 
Syrians Tents, that be might teach us by his, 
tragical cnd, how dangerous a thing it i to have 
too high thought; of tre Power of Nin, and too 
mean thoughts of tne Oinipotence of GOD; that 
we affront him, wien we disbelieve the Truth ite 
terered by the Mouth of his Sesvants, and that 
we canna: defpife them, without delpifing him that 


fends tacm.-. 
JEZA-- 
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2, KING. IX, 


Fesabel devoured by Dogs, 
Jezabel being throw: out of a Window by Jehu’s Order, is devoured of 


. Dogs. 


Ri being come to Damajcus, Benhadad 
King of Syria fent Hazael to him, to 
Anno Mundi 3120. know whether he fhould 
befeve Chrift 884, recover of his Sickne/s, with 
which he was then afflitted. Haxzael having 
deliver’d his Meffage to Elifha, he told himat 
firft, thatthe King his Mafter might recover ; 
but prefently added, that withal the LORD 
had fhewed him he fhould certainly die ; and 
at the fame time fixing his Eyes upon Hazael, 
he fella weeping. And Hazael having asked 
him why he wept? The Prophet reply’d, it 
was becaufe of the Evilshe forefaw that he 
would bring upon Jfrael, when he fhould 
pofiets the Crown of Syria. ; 

Hazael returning to his Mafer, told him, 
That Elifha faid, he fhould certainly recover ; 
but the next Morning he took occalion to fti- 
fle him, and (upon his death) was proclaim’d 
King of Syria in his ftead. Thishapned when 
Joram the fecond Son of hab was King of 
Irael, and Jebofbaphat King of Judah. Fchow 
Shaphat being grown old and crazy, placed his 
Son Fehoram in his Throne, who had nothing 
of his good Father's Piety, but followed the 
fteps of the Kings of J/rael, and imitated the 
wickednefs of hab, whofe Daughter he had 
married. 

After Jehoram’s Death, his Son Ahaziah 
fucceeded in the Throne of Fudah, and was 
Contemporary with Joram the Son of hab 
King of Jfrael, whom he affifted in the War 
he waged againft Hazael King of Syria, and 
Joram being wounded in the Agh?,he went to 
Fezrcelto be cured, whither dbaziah King of 
Judah repaired to give him a Vilit. Now 
whilft the King of Irae! wasill of his Weunds, 
Fchu (one of the high Officers of his Army) hae 
ving been anointed King of Jfracl by one of 
Elijba’s Difciples, with an exprefs charge to 
exterminate the Family of a6, taking fome 
Forces with him, immediately repair’d to Jez 
reel, where both the Kings then were. King 
Joram being acquainted by a Sentinel, that a 
great Party were drawing nigh to the City, he 
fent out Meféngers on Horfeback to enquire who 
they were ; but Jehu fuffering none of them 
to return, Joram began to fufpect fome Trea- 
chery in the cafe, and notwithitanding his 
Sicknefs, commandid his Chariot to be made 


ready ; and he and Ahaziah went to meet Je. 
hu, whom they found in the Plot of Ground 
that belonged to Naboth, and Jehu having thor 
Joram through the Heart with a Dart, expofed 
his dead body there to be devoured by Dogs, to 
fulfil the Prophecy of Elijah againtt the Houfe of 
Ahab ; and Abaziah endeavouring to make 
his efcape in his Chariot, was purfued by com- 
mand from Jehu, and killed alfo, and his dead 
Body carried to Ferufalem to be inter’d with 
his Fathers. 

_Fexabel ftrangely alarm'd with thefe Ti- 
dings,had recourfé to the Artifices of her Sex, 
and having painted her Face and drefs’d her 
Head, plac’d her felf at a Window to be feen 

y Jehu; who was fo far from being taken 
with her Beauty, that he commanded fome 
Eunuchs that waited upon her, to throw her 
out of the Window; which being done, Jehu 
and his Officers made their Horfes to go over 
her Body. Jehu having refrefh’d himfelf af- 
ter this A€tion, commanded fome of his Ser- 
vants, to goand take up Jexabel’s Body and 
bury it; but when he came to look for it, 
they found nothing left, except her Skull, her- 
Feet, and the Palns of her Hands, the Dogs ha- 
ving devoured the reft, according to the Pres 
diction of Elijah, 

Thas was the End of this unhappy and mifeo 
rable Princefs, who was a great Inftrument of 
GOD's Severity, to purifie and refine his Ser- 
vants by her barbarous Cruelty and Violence. She 
knew the Trath (faith St. Ambrofe) and yet fhe 
perfecutcd it; and having taken a refolution , 
at any vate to fupport the Intereft of falfe Pro- 
phets, who flatter'd and indulg’d her. wicked and 
Idolatrous Humour, fhe declared open War, and 
became a fworn Enemy to the irue Prophets 
of GOD. Her Prefumption engag’d her to be 
too bufie and medling with Matters concerning 
GOD and Religion ; and her bitter hatred aq 
Saitft the pare Worship of GOD, having put 
her upon sndeavours wholly to extirpate the fame, 
So that no Footfteps of it might be left. GOD 
in his juft Judgment fuffered her not ouly to come 
to a moft fhameful and tragical End, but that e 
ven after Dea:h, fcarce any remainder of her 
Body fhould be left, for a Terror to all that 
might hereafter be inclined ro follow jer fteps. 
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to Life. : 

This was @ great Miracle (faith Sc. Ambrofe}) 
but thofe of the Gofpel are far greater, Elitha’s 
dead Body raifeth a dead Body +o life, Jefus- 
Chrift raifed Lazarus, and many others, as well 
in his Life time as after his Death, from death. 
to life; but the Refurrettion of the Body ss not 
near fe confiderable as that of the Soul. Bodies 
are raifed from:the dead todieagain ; bu: Souls 
that ave raifed to life, by leaving Death, Sin, 
and the Devil, never die again, but live the life 
of Angels, yea, of GOD bimfelf. 


None of us dare be fo arrogant to expect to be 
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% vead Wan tailed to Life. 
A dead Man being caft by chance into the Grave of Elifha, i raifed 
to Life by touching of bis Bones. a oa 
EHU knowing that he was raifed to the for the high Officers of the Kingdom and Army: 
J Throne of Irael on purpofe to deftroy the tomeet him in the Houfe of GOD, he thewed 
AnnoMundi 3120. Houfe of Abab, after he had them Joab their lawful Sovereign, whom they 
ifve Crit 884. made a good beginning with moft joyful Acclamations proclaimed 
with Joram and Jezebel, foon after caufed King. 
‘90 of Abab’s Sons to be killed, having fentor- _ Athaliah furprized with thefe extraordinary 
der for that purpofe to the Magiftrates of Sa- fhouts of Joy proceeding from the Temple, ran. 
maria ; who’ for fear of difpleafing King Jehu, in hafte thither, and rufhing into the place 
executed his Commands, and having cut off where the King was, Fehojada commanded the © 
the Heads of Abab’s Sons, fent them to himin Offcers to feize her, and having dragg’d her 
Batkets. Soon after feru, that he might out of the Temple to kill her; which being 
with the greater eafe deftroy all the Priefs executed accordingly, Joafh (who was then but 
and Worfbippers of Baal, pretended he would 7 years of Age) peacefully fucceeded in his 
honour Baal more than ever Abab had done, Father’s Throne. 
and proclaimed a folemn Affembly for Baal, About the fame time Elisha the Prophet 
whereat all his Prophets, Priefts and Werfbip- died: and as hé lay upon his Death-bed, Jo- 
fers were to be prefent ; and when they were a/b, the Son of Feboahaz King of Ifrael, came 
all met together in the Temple of Baal, -he to give him a vifit, and to teftifie the Sor- 
caufed his Soldiers to fall upon them, and kill “row he had conceived atthe apprehenfion of 
them every Man ; and then proceeded tobreak lofing the beft Bulwark of his Kingdom ; 
Jown and burn all the Sages of Baal, and whereupon the Prophet to recompence this his | 
a turn’d his Temple into 2 Fakes. "good Office, promis’d him as many Victories 
od GOD himfelf highly commended Jehu for again{t the King of Syria, as he fhould give 
= this his Zeal, and promifed him fora Reward, ftrokes to the Ground. Elifha died foon af- 
that his Children to the fourth Generation ter, and it hapned thatas fome Perfons were 
fhould fucceed him in the Throne. Butalas! burying a dead Body, they difcovered a Party 
he continu’d not Jong inthis good difpofition, of Moabites that were ravaging the Country ; 
but plung’d himfelf_into all the Sins of ero whereupon they in hafte caft the dead Body 
bam, and by maintaining his Mdolatrous Wor- into Elijba’s Grave, which as foon as it rouch- 
foip of the Golden Calves, he drew down the ed the Bones of that Holy Propher, was ‘reftored 
Anno Mundi 3148. Anger of -GOD upon him- 
Lifore Cirift 856. {elf and all J/rael, and: at laft 
died, leaving hisSon feboahaz his Succeffor. 
Whilt matrers wére thus carried in Irael, 
Ahaziah King of Judah being fhain by Febu, 
“Athaliab his Mother, beinga proud and am- 
bitious Woman, to aflure her felf of the Throne, 
caufed all the Sows of King Akaziah to be 
put to death, except Joa/b, 
Anne Mundi 3120. whom Jobeba his Aunt hid 
from Athaliah in the Temple of the LORD. - 
When Athaliah had now reigned 7 years, 
Jebojada the High Pricft thought it was hight 
, time todeclare to all Judah, That they had a raifed from death to ts fe like Lazarus ; and yzt e- 
a lawful King in being, whom Athaliah bad now ven thofe of us, who groan under th: Bey stan 
for fo many years deprived of his Right, by u- Bondage and flavery of our Paflions, may, ard 
lerping the Crown of Judah ; and Laving over cught tobspe for the Refurredion of their Souls, 
“nd above contrived bis Death, but that jhe had if with a lively Faith and fincere Repentance 
been happily prevented in the execucion of ber they rely upon the infinite vertue of the Blocd of 
wicked and treafoneus Defign, And baving fent Jefus Chrift, and she Omniporence of his nn. 
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2 KING. XV. 


Sechariah the Hinh-Wrek is Toned, 


Zechariah, at the Command of Joath King of Judah, decaufe he had 
reproved him of his Sin, 1 froned, 


Jou". the Son of Ahaziah, being raifed to 
the Throne of the Kings of Judah, by the 
Anno Mundi 3126. Care and Loyalty of feho- 
before Clrift 878. jada the High-Pricft, feem’d 
-for a good while to be very acknowledging 
and thankful to him, te whom he was be- 
holden for his Grown : The kindnefS he had 
for this Holy Man made him good alfo; and 
being extreamly concern’d for the diforders 
Atkaliah had committed in the Houfe of GOD, 
who had fpoiled it of all its richeft Ornaments 
and Urenfils, to adorn and furnifh the Tezmple 
of Baal; he gave command to have the fame 
repaired, and that all the dedicated things 
fhould he returned to it. 

And becaufe the expence of this Work was 
too great for the King alone to bear, he ac- 
quainted the People with his defign, that all 
‘thofe who found themfelves inclin’d, might 
contribute to fo good and pious a Work. But 
‘the Priefts, who wete to receive the Money 
that was givento this purpofe, were not fo 
exactin giving in their Accounts, nor fo dili- 
gent to forward the Work, as they fhould 
have been ; wherefore Jehojada the Prief or- 
dered all the Abus and Contributions of the 
People tobe put into a great Chef fa lockt, 
which had a Hole in the midft of the Lid, or 
Cover of it, by which the Prieffs put in all 


fed with their Flatteries) gave ear to them, 
and made them his Favourites ;-and from 
that very time he forgat the LORD, and in- 
ftead of his former religious Care for the 
Temple and true Worfhip of GOD, he now a 
dored Idols, and drew down the Wrath and 
Vengeance of GOD upon himfelf and his 
Kingdom. 

Zechariah, the Son of Fehojada,who had fuc- 
ceeded his Father in the High Prieftheod, could 
not endure the fight of thefe Impieties ; and 
being ftirr’d up by the Spirit of GOD, he re- 
prov'd the King to his Face, with a holy bold- 
nefs, as well as the Grandees of his Court; for 
that they had forfaken the LORD, and wor- 
fhipp’d Idols, But this Liberty coft him his 
Life ; for Foafb not confidering the vaft Obli- 
gations he had to his Father, who had fet the 
Crown upon his Head, caufed him to be fton'd 
to death in the Court of the Lord’s Houfe, 
who dying, uttered thefe Words ; 742 LORD 
look upon it, and require it. 

The LORD heard the Prayer of this Aoly 
Martyr, and made the remainder of the Life 
of this Prince as unfortunate, as the beginning 
of it had been happy. He ftirr’d up the Sy- 
rians againft him, who with an inconfidera« 
ble Force, defeated a vaft Army, he had raifed 
againft them, and afterwards came to Jeru 


their Money they received from the People ; falem, and deftroyed all the Princes of the 
and whenever they found there was aconfi- People, and tortured Joafh himfelf, leaving 
fiderable Sum of Money therein, they opened him ina fad and languifhing Condition; and 
itinthe prefence of the King and the High- after all, was not allow’d to die a natural 


Pricft, and having counzed it, they put it in death, bue was murther’d by two of his Ser- . 


Bags, to be delivered to the Workmen. vants in his Bed, for the innocent Blod he 
After that the Houfe of GOD was thus re- had fhed ; and had not the Honour (after his 
pared, and all things reduc’d to their ancient death) to be buried in the Sepulcher of his 
Order, Jehojada the High-Prief died at the Fore-fathers, the Kings of Judah. 
Age of 130 years. Joafh the King fhewed him GOD by this dreadful Example, teaches Princes 
reat Honour after his death, and would have to diftrast thofe who by their bafe and felfijh Flat- 


us Body interr’d in the Sepulcher of the Kings ‘teries, would perfuade them they are GODS, and— 


of Fuash, for the great Service he had done 
to the Crevz and whole Kingdom : But it was 
notlong he continued inthis good difpetition; 


that whatfoever they will, is well; and on the 
contrary, to value and efteem thofe who freely and 
Goldly ted thom the naked Truth, from a fincere Afe 


fer foon after the death of Gehojaia, who had fection and Honour they have, for their Perfons , 
$o wifely counfell’d and govern’d this young whereas thofe Flatterers ferve only to corrupt their 
Prizce, the Grandces of his Kingdom came to good Inclinations, and to ftir up the hatred o 
pay their Obeyfance to him, who (being plea~ GOD and Men againft thim. AHAZ 
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[sag 4 
AZ THE WICKED KING 


16 


Wicked Ahaz (the King of Judah) greatly provoked GOD by bis Abominations, is delivered inte 
the Hand of his Enemies. 


Maziab having fucceeded his Father 

A Foalb, was frequently engaged in War 
: — againft Foafhthe King of J/- 

Lone cng, 82, Tel, who took him Captive ; 
> “3% but foon after dying Amazi- 

ah was fet at liberty by hisSon Ferotoam, and 


reigned 15 year after that in Ferufalem: At. 


Ais: Mundt’s 194: the end of which underftand- 
hatching againft him-by fome of bis Servants, 
he fled to Lackifhs but they fent after him,and 
kill’d him there, and Uzziah (who is allio cal- 
led 4zariah) Reigned in his flead. 

This Uzzizh, in the main was a good Prince, 
and confulted with the Prophets in all his 
Affairs of Importance, to know the Will of the 
LORD, and by this means he became Vittori- 
ous over all his Evemies, and very great. and 


‘powerful; herepair'd the Ruins of Ferufalem, . 


and reftored the Kingdom to its former luftre 


and glory. But this continual courfe of Profpe- , 


rity and Succefs at laft lifted up his Heart (as 
the Scripture obferves) to hisdeftru&ion; for 
‘he proceeded to ‘that height of Prefumption, 


toinvade the Sacred Office of the igh Pri¢ft, - 


and to offer Jncenfe upon the Alsar of Incenfe: 
And when <zariab the High-Priejt, . at.the 
Head of 80 Priefts of the LORD,witkf{tcod him, 
and challenged him for fo'doing, and he en- 


raged beganto Threatenthem, the Leprofie . 


broke out upon him, which as icon as they had 
perceived, they thruft him out of the Z/ou/e of 
the LORD ; and indeed finding himielf {mit- 


ten with thatunclean Difeafe, he hafted to get . 


out of the Temple, that he might not defile that 
holy Places 
Uzziah 


thereby incapacitated for Government, #0- 


tham his Son took poffeflion of the 7hrone,and © 


in all things imitated the firlt Téety of his Ea- 
ther; wherefore allo GOD ‘blefied him, and 


made him very powerful ; and having Reigned | 


16 years, he left the Kizg- 


« di * s ” 
ginny Mundt 3261 tom to his Son biz, who iet 


ing that a Confpiracy was. 


thus ftruck with Leprefie, and being. 


thento Menahem, who Jeft the Kirgdom to his 
Son Pekatishs but Pekab the Son of Remaliab 
confpired againft him and flew him,atter he had 
Reigned two years. “Twasthis Pekab that wa- 
ged a moft bloody War againit Fxdgh, killing 
atone tire 120000 of them, becaufe they and 
their Xivg had forfaken the LORY, and be- 
taken themfelves to the worihip of /dols. The 
Jraelises at that time committed fuch extream 
Crueities againft their Brethren the Fews,that 
as they returned with their Captives in -tri- 
umph to Samaria, a Propber of the LORD re- 
proved them for their great Cruelty, charging 
them at leaft to fend back to their homes the 
200000 Captives they had taken, which they 
did at the Prophets remonftrance, witha great 


“many marks of Tendernefs and Compaffion 
for them, Cloatbirg then that were naked, 


and providing ’agons to carry thole that were 


not able to go on Foot. 


But .Abaz was fo far from being humbled 
by all thefe heavy Fudgments of an incenied 
GOD, that on the contrary he finned more and 
more. At the fametime Akay having made 
an Alliance with Jiglatk-Pilefer King ot Affy- 
rit. againtt- Ifrael, he came with a great Army 
and tcok all the J/raelites that dwelt beyond 
Fordan, and carried them Captives to Affyria, 
from whence they never return’d,no more than 
the reft ofthe Ten 7ribeswho were atterwards 
tranfperted thither by his Son Salmanaffar. 

But King baz was to far trom being 
touch’d with the defolation of his’ own , or 
Neighbour Kingdom, or better’d thereby, that 
on the contrary he attributed all the Advan- 
tages his Enemies at the tive had.over ‘him, 
to the prevalent power of their /dols,, above 
thofe he worfhip’d,He fhut up the Doors of the 
Lord’s Fae aedeead Altars to his Idels, in 


_all the Corners of the Streets of Ferufalem, 


until GOD by Death put a flop to the Career 
of his Jmpietics. be te he 

He was a dreadful Example of Princes for- 
faken by GOD, who the more he punifheth 
them, the more their Spirits a: e fet againfi him, 





up again all the Abcminations of /dolatry -in 
F:rufalem, wherefore alio the LORD delive- 
red him into the Hands of the Syviavs, and in- 
to the Hands of the King of Jracl. 

In the mean time the Xirgdom of Jfrael de- 






and who at laft by their unhappy ends proclaim 
this great Truth, That Ags are great as long 
as they continue in the Rank where GOD has 
plac’d them ; but that they precipitate them- 
gues nnman aes tcended from Fiafo to Fero- felvesimotkeir Creatural Aullity, when they 
: 3°33 boam, and from Ferotoam to beginto chalienge him, or make them/elves 

Zacharizt, and from him to Shallam, and his Equals. 
: | KING 
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2KING, 


KING HEZEKIAH 


Hezekiah, King of Judah, applying himfclf to reftore the true Worlhip of GOD 
— deftroys all the Idols and Images that were in the Land. 


Ebkab having eated himfelf on the Throne 
P of Jfrael,by confpiring againft Pekabiah his 
i296 Mafter, loft his Kingdom by 

Aafore cori’ 73 . the fame way he had gotit at 
firt; for Hofbea confpired a- 

gainft him and flew him, and fucceeded in the 


Throne ; but was i{carce well feated init, when’ 


Salmanaffar King of Affyria came with an Army 
againft him, and made his Kingdom Tributary, 
Kut as Hofbea was defigning to caft off this 
Yoke, withthe affittance of the King of Egypr, 
Salmanaffar being informed thereof, came a- 
gaint him witha great Army, and laid Siege 
to Samaria, which he took at the end of 3 
years; and carried the Ten Tribes into his own 
Country, (that is, into Media and Afhria)from 
whence they were fcattered throughout all the 
” Baftern parts of Afi2, without ever returning 
to their own Country. 

Thus ended the Kingdom of Ifrael, having 
continued 255 years alter its feparation from 
Sudah. Whilfthe Kingdom of J/rael was thus 
harrafted with a long Succeffion of wicked 
Kings, who by a Series of Murthers and Con- 
jpiracies {upplanted one another, the Kingdom 
of Fudab had a Breathing time allowed it from 
the Miferies it groan’d under in the Reign of 

King Abaz; for his good Son 
Anno Mundi 3277. Hezekiah {ucceeding him, 
Bare ONE Tals changed the whole Face of 
Affairs,and made Pizty and Vertue to take place 
inftead of that Jmpiety and Idolatry which had 
over-fpread the whole Kingdom. 

The Scripture gives him this CharaGer, 
Thar neither before nor after bim, was there 
ever any King of Judah like him. He put bis 
ahole truft in the LORD, and cleaved to bis 
Law, without turning from it to the right or 
xo the left 3 He opened the Gates of the Houle 
of GOD, which kis Father bad fout up, with 
defign to abolifo the true Worfhip of GOD. 
He commanded the Priefts and Levites to fenfi- 
fie themjelves , in order 10 the fp of 
that holy Place, which had bean fo abominably 

rophan'd. He cut down all \dolatrous Groves, 
and broke the Brazen Serpent which Mofes for- 
merly bad made by an exprefs Command jrom 


GOD; but was fince become an Objett of their 
Sacrilzgious Adorations, Fle took great care to 
re-cftablifo the Priefts and Levites in their dij- 
continued Funtlions, and to provide for their 
Subfiftance and Maintenance, to which end be 
revived the Laws of the Tenths and Firlt-fruits. 
And as this good King took pleafure and de- 
light in the ways of GOD, and in procuring 
and eftablifhing the purity of his Worthip, fo 
the LORD alfo took delight to Crown all his 
Enterprizes with Succefs,and to. reward his Pie 
ty with the Viftory that alway attended his 
Arms. He caft off the Tyrannical Yoke of 
thole Kings, that had made his Predeceffors 
their Tributaries, and particularly that of the 
King of Afyriz. He waged War againft the 
Philiftins, took their chieteft Cities, and made 
them keep within their own Bounds. 
During the Reign of this Pious King lived 


Yaiah the Prophet,who was of the Bicod Royal, ~}: 


and very familiar with this good King. GOD 
on feveral occafions fending him to be his 
Counfellor and Comforter. This oly Prophet 
always encouraged Hezekiah to put his Truft 
more and more in that GOD whom he wor- 
fhipped j and as it pleafed GOD, forto prove 


| Hezebiab’s Faithfulnefs and the Uprightnefs of 


his Heart, by ftirring up very powerful and 
formidable Enemies againfthim; fo this holy 
Propber was always ready to comfort and en- 
courage him, that he might not ‘be terrified 
either by their Forces or Menaces. 

This was a very fenfible Inftance, bow hap- 
py that Prince i, who lends an ear to, and ad- 
vifeth with holy and good Men ; ¢sTfaiah alfo 
without doubt thought bimfelf bappy to live under 
the Government of fo Religious a Prince. 

And it appeared by this remarkable Example , 
(as the Fathers obferve) that when Kings truly 
fear GOD, they eafily agree with thofe that are 
his true Servants, and are readyto comply with 
whatfoever they declare to them in the Name of 
the LORD 3; accounting it a greater and more 
real Honour to refpet bis Word in bis Mini- 
ters, than to be honoured aud obeyed by all their 
Subjectss : , 


tHE 


XVII. 


Z 
lines 
¢ 








a 


i iS cae = 
; F , tH ; . . om ie " = 
; ¥ oy a ae Tat 
a i aaa re aap rea ae 
fon Wl i 1 F H - to = i iY : = 
een oe == 
a 5 HI cs - rs r x ” 


Ha 


: —s 


yl 


ee a 


egy 
\ 





Ae incurable AO °* bLizabotle Gerad, le Oavigh: 
bar ata Hey rg & of the Right Ptorarurable ip by 

70 ) Geraro va LPTPOS Kironey oS 

3 “his Worke Contributed this Tlate- 






bye LOVL2UCCHWBCIIL O 





GF AeA Bromley . 
of ~Lu000 Ottezert. 
rancenecnt G ther Horke. Contetbuled thir Plat. \ 


2 KING, XIX. 
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THE DEFEAT OF SENNACHERIE. 


GOD in Favour'to King’ 


Hezekiah, deftroys the Army of Sennacherib by 


an Afigel, who in one Night killed ws Hundved four[core and five 
. |, thonfand Men, 


10D being willing to: prove the Faith- 
G fulnefSof, King Hezekiah, Stirred up a- 
Anno Mundi 329%. gainkt him Sennacherib the 
before Chrift 713. . King of. Affyria, who pro- 
yok’d by Hezekiah’ refubing ‘to. pay the 7ri- 
bute his Prédeceflors were us'd to pay, fent 
Rabfbakeb to threaten him’ in the. prefence of 
ali the People, on purpofe to difcourage them, 
and make them Rebel againft Hexekieh ; ac- 
companying his Threats with Scoffing refle- 
Gtions upon his Confidence. in, GOD, againft 
the Forces Of 2 “Prince; whom no Power hi- 
therto had‘been ableto ref. +. 

Hezekiah. baving . beén Ear-witnels of thefe, 
proud Threatsarid Blafphemies, which. reflect- 
ed more uppn GOD -than uv on himfelf, rent, 
his Cloaths and cover’d himfelf with Sackclotb, 
and went into the Houfe. of the LORD,. from 
whence he went to Yaiah thé Prophet, . to ace 
quaint him with what had. hapned, entreating 
him to cry mightily unto the :LOXD for help 
in that time of diftrefs. “The Zrepbet in anfwer 
to his requelt, bade’him not to be afraid of 
the proud Threats of 5 ennacherib becaufe GOD 
would fight for him;-affuring him, That the 
King of Afpria thould never enter the City, 
but be forced to raife,the Siege, and to return 
fhamefully into his own Country by the fame 
way he came, and be Murtherd there;becanfe 
the LORD GOD hadtaken upon him to. de- 
fend and fave the City of ferufalem for his own 
‘Name fake, and for his Servant David's fake. 

" Hezekigh received this Anfwer. from the 
Tropher Jaidh, as he was humbling, and pour: 
ing forth his Heart in Prayer before the LORD 
in his Jemple::. For having received the Blaf- 


phemous ‘Threatning Lester from the King of 


‘Afyria, he prefented it before the LORD, and 
holding it in his hands fitted up to Acaven, 
he faid ; O Lord God ot Titael”. which dwelleft 
bermeen the Cherubins, ttou alone art the GCD 
of all the Kingdems of tke Earth, for thou 
baft made Heaven and Earth. Lor’. bow donn 
thine Bar and bear, open thir: Eyes and fee, 
and hear the Words of Sennacherib, ,which he 
kath jent to.reproach ih: Livin, God. irue it 
is, OLord, that she Kings of Auyiia have 


déftroyed other Nations and their Lands, and 
caft heir Gods into the Fire, fr they were no 
Gods, but the Work of Mens bands, Wood and 
Stone, therefore they have deftroyed them. Now 
therefore, QO Lord our God, fave thou us our of 
bis band, that all the Kingdoms of the Baxth may 
know, that thou only arttheLordGod. 

The ee this good King were not 
without 2 fignal Efe? ; for when Sennache- 
rib thought himfelf fure of Hezekiah and his 
Kingdom, GOD {ent the Fews an invilible Sue- 
cour, which yet produced moft vifible and 
fenfible Effects: for he gave.Commiffion to 

n Angel, who in one Night killed 185000 

sin the. Camp of Sennackerib 5 who rifing 
betimes in the Morning were extreamly afto- 
nithed and furprized, to find the whole Camp 
little elfe but a heap of dead Bodies. Thus with 
fhame and confufion was. he fain to hurry 2- 
way to. Niniveh, where neither he was, fafe 5 
for as he was Worfhipping, in the Houfe of his 
God, he was killed by two. of his Sons who 
efcapedinto Armenias - ; . ae ee 

This was the end of Sennacherib,who being 
a Prince that lifted up himfelf above GOD, 
and difhonoured him with his Bls/phemies, 
ferv'd.at Jaft only to be a dreadful Initance of 
his Omni: otence and Severity againft. fuch 
proud and obftinate Sinners, GOD oppofed a- 
gaint all the vaft Army of this proud Xing no 
more than one-fingle Angel, who (as.S. A##erom 
obferves) would not involve him in the fame 
Slaughter with his Subjells, as Pharaoh was, 
but fuffered him to efcape his Hand that he 
mivht- fall by thofe of hisSons. 
_ GOD by this Hiftory would seach the Kings 
of the Earth, That when rhey ‘Kebeb, -ahid «de- 
clare themfelves Enemies to him, from xokom 
they receive their Being, and whatjocver .elfe 
that makes them Great and Feared . amongit 
Men, he fometimes permits them to find fuch 
Monlters amongft tkeir own Children, who re- 
nouncing all Natural AffeGtion, are rot ajraid 
by a deteftable Parricide, to deprive them of tkeir 
Life ard Crown, to whom, they ther {clves 
were bekolding for both. 


Lz HEZE- 


> KING XK: 
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HEZEKIAH RESTORED TO HEALTH. 


King Fezekiah being Sick to Death, is reftored to Health, and has 15 Years 
. add:d tohis Life. 


QT leng after that J7ezekizh was thus 
miraculoufly deliver'd from Sennacherib’s 
Before Teli Arny, he feil Sick of a Mor- 
Chrilt Zio years. tal difeafe. GOD), it leems was 
™ 7 refolved to try this pious KK. 
all manner of wavs thereby to raiie Aieg-hiah’s 
Faith, and to difplay his own Power and Glory. 
Accordingly, afcer that Hezekish had carneft- 
ly befought the LORD, GOD fent ifziah the 
Prophet (who had before declar’d the Sentence 
of Death to Him) to affure him that the LORD 
had beard his Prayzr, and retra&ed the Sen- 
tence of death 3 That his Recovery fhould be 
fo fudden, thet within 3 days he fhould be in 
condition to go to the Temple of the LORD ; 
and moreover that 15 years fhouvld be addet 
to the years or his Life. And to convince He- 
gckiab ot the Truth of what he had declar’d to 
him in the Name of the LORD, he wrought a. 
famous Miracle, by making the thadow ot the 
Sun to-return backward ten- Degrees upon the 
Dial of Ad<z. 

So many Miracles wrought in favour of He- 
gelizh, did not mect with the anfwerable E:- 
fects that might be expe&ed from them 3 and 
he made it appear, when he was reftored to 
health, that-it is fometimes advantageous ‘or 
Good. 41:0 to die of their Sickne/s. GOD,to wake 
the. Pride that had infinuated it felfinto Aeze- 
kiab’s Heart to-appear abroad, fuffer’d the 
Ambaffadors of the King of Sabylon to come 
to him with rich Prefents, to-congratulate his 
Recovery, and to enquixe about the - Miracle 
wrouzht in his behalk 

ézezzkiab pleafing himfelf with the Ho- 
nour done to him by that great. King, fhewed 
his Ambaffaders all his Kiches, Fewels arid Ireae 
Jury, and all thas was Great and Magnificent 
in all his Aémgdom, with-all bis ores of Aras 
and Ammunition. GOD, who had difcover’d 
this Wcund- hid in the bottom of’ the King’s 
Heart, f. ne J/aith the Proplet to enquire of hin 
who thofe Me# were that were come to: Vilit 
him, and wit their Butinets was ¢ Towhich lie 
aniwer'd, That they were. Ambaffidors tent to 
him srom the King of Bzbylox, and that he had 
fhew'd them ail the Treafures of his Palace and 
Kingdom, without hiding any thing frem them. 

Whereupen Jaith declared to him in the 
Name ct GOD, Thar all the Treasures that he 
had thewed to the Babylonian Ambaffadors, 


Syoul | be carried to Babylon, and that hisown . 


Children and Pofterity thould be Eunuchs inthe 
Palace of the King of Babylon. Which Prophe- 
cy was afterwards verified in the Children of the 
Blood Royal of Fudah; who were.carried away 
Caprives by Nebuchadnezzar. Maraffeh, ue 
Son of Aez2lizh, who was but 12 years of Age, 
when he bezan to Reign, was himfelf carried. 
Captive to Babylon, becaufe of his Impiety, 
wherein he exceeded all the Kings that went. 
before him. He {st up.again whatever his Fa- 
thier had Jeftroyed, and pull'd down whatever 
he had fet up. He caus’d the Prophet I/zith to 
be kild, without refpe&ing his Holinefs, his 
high Quality, being Prince of the Blood, or his 
great Age, being above 100 years old, and out- 
did (as GOD witnelJeth of him by hisProphzrsy 
all the Abominations of the Amorires, whom 
GOD had driven our of the Holy Land. 
Where‘ore alfo GOD raifed up again him 
the King of Affyriz, who took’ him Captive; 
and bound him with Chaizs and carried him: 
to Babylon. This fad condition, to which by the 
jut Fadgment of GOD he was reduced, made 
him enter into himfelf,and Eyiug GOD,who to 
juftly chaftiz’d him, he beg'd for Pardon and 
Mercy with all his Heart, and gave full evi- 
dénce of a true and firicere Repentance. 
The'edeep and hearty Humiliations of this 
Captive Prince, joyn'd with moft ardent Pray- 
evs, movd GOD to have pity on him; and 
delivering him from his Captivity in Babylon, 
he reftor'd him to his Subje&s, and eftablith’d 
him in his Throne, where now his care was to 
ferve the LORD, and to thew himfelfthankful 
for the great Mercy and Loving-kindnejs he had 
been pleated to fhow unto him. Neither was he 
content with ferving the LORD’ himielt, but 
he commanded all his Subjeéts .to ferve the 
Lor: God of Ifrazl, and to worfhip him alone. 
Thus (faith the Scripture) Manafich kyew 
thir the LORD he was GID; and indeed 


every one who readd thele wonderful Events . 


cannot but own, the fame. And it is hard to 
determine where we ought: to fix our Admira- 
tion mott, whether on the Omniporence of GOD; 
who abtolutely difpofes of Mew, or onhis Fu- 
Slice, which does not {pare Kings 3 or on his 
Mercy, which condefcends to be entreated by 
fo.great a Criminal,and reftoves a Prince to his 


Ttrone, who had fo outrageoully consemn’d his . 


THE. 


Laws, aad profaw’d bis Temple. 
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x KING. XXII. 


Jofiah (King of Fudab) 
it ehroug hout bis Kingdom, 


K ING Mazafzh being dzad, his Son Amon 
\. Reizned in kis ftead, who imitated his 
Farher in his Crimes andSins, 
but not in his true and fin- 
. cere Repentance 3 ‘wherefore 
GOD having left him to himtelt, his own 
Servants con{pived azainft him and kidd him, 
ater afhort Reizn, that lafted only two years. 
Thefeople having kilPd the Murrherers of dimen 
plac’d his Son Fofzk on the Throne who was not 
above 8 vearsof Age when the Crown was {et 
on his Head. 

This Fofizh was a Prince of moft-rare emi- 
nent Fizty, of which he gave extraordinary tn- 
ftances from his very Youth, and continued 
therein to the end of his Life. He deftroy'd all 
the Alrars of Bazi, and brake in pieces ail his 
Images, and burnt the Bones of his Prophets up~ 
on the Altars dedicated to that Idol,according 
to the Word GOD had {poken by his Prephet to 
eroboam 350 years before. Thus he purified 
and cleaned not only Ferufalem and’ Fidah, 
bitt alfo extended hisZea/ to a great part of d/ra- 
el, deftroying and cutting down the Jaages and 
Groves, that he fond in the Tribes of Manaffch, 
Ephraim, Simecn, and Naphtbali. 

Whilft this good King was imployed in thefe 
Works fo worthy of a Xing; and Repairing of 
the Temple, which in his Fathers, and Grazd- 
fathers time had been {o highly abus’d and 
profan’d, Zilkih the Aigh-Prieft tound the 
Book of the Law of Mofes in the Temple of the 
LORD, and brought it to King Fofiah, who 
when he had read therein the dreadtul Threat- 
nings pronounc’d againft thole who did dilobey 
that Law, he rent his Cloaths in confideration 
ofthe heavy Curfé of GOD which the Wicked- 
nefs of his Fore-Fathers had drawn down up- 
on the Zand. And fent Hilkiah the Higk-Prieft 


Anns Méungi 3361. 
before Chirift 543. 


with others ct his Chief Minifters, to en juire. 


the Mindot GOD inthis matter of s7uidab, 
the Prophetefs ; who fent them back with this 
Anfwer to the King, That all the Judgments 
pronounced by GOD in his Law, fhould cere 
tainly come upon Fudeb 3 but however, that 


GOD would do him the Favour, to let him die . 


in Peace, becaufe his Heart was-tender, and 
did humble himfelt before GOD when he heard 
the Words pronounced againft Ferufelem and 


the Temple of the L@RD, and. all the Inha: . 


. fr 129 7 = | 165 
HE PIETY OF JOSIAH. | 
reftores the Worhhip of GO D, and eftablifheth 
ana in Godlinels exceeds all bis Predcceffors. 


bitants of Fudab, rending his Cloaths, and 


trembling and weeping before the LORD, that . 


therefore the LORD had heard him, and would 
delay the pouring forth of his Vengeance upon 
the protaners of his Law till he was laid in 
his Grave, that he might not fee the evil that 


was to come upon Fudab. 
Scfish havingreceived this anfwer,affembl’d 


all the Peopte in the Temple, rcad to them the - 


Book of the Law 3 and engaged himieli and 
allthe People in-a folemn Covenant berore the 
LORD to keep his Commandments, Teftimories 
and Statutes, withall their Heart and Soul. 
This Covenant he had engaze his People in, 
toxether with his poweiful Exhortations and 


editymg Example,had the gcod effect to-kecp — 


all his Suéje@s faithinl to 0D until his teach, 


which was cauted by a i#‘oumd be received iwa - 


Bartle again Pharaoh-Necko Sing of Exypte 
GOD iade bafte Claith St. Ambrofe) vo rake 
this good King out of the World, to-deliver kim 
from thefe Evils be was going .t0 fhowsr down 
uvon the Earth 3 and. being -unwiiling to [ur- 
cive the Glory he bad fo yufily acquired, dy the 
Zeal be evidenced beyond ary King. bcfore kim, 
in celebrating tbe Feaht of : the Paffuver, ith 


greater Sclemnity and Piety than ever is had. 


been celebrated before. . 
The Example of this Kirg ought to-teach ail 
Princes to make it their Principal care, to in- 


form themfelves in the Law ot GID, becauie we © 


fied the Spirit of GOD in the Scripture, attri- 
biting all the Happinefs and Succels or Fefab, 


to that humble fear and trembling wherewith - 
he heard the denunciations of GOL”s Wrath a- - 
gaint the Rebeilicus . Violators of his Ordi- - 


nances fet down in the Book of the Law,which 
was wonderfully found in-the Lords fouje, in 


this good Kings Reign. Buc thole Frinces who - 


would be-happy with: -Fofiah, muft reali the 


Scripture as hedid; chat is, with a full purpoie - 


not only to obferve the fame themfelves, but 
to make it to be obferved by all theirSudjetis : 


For they onght.to confider. that it would be . 


unjuft and unreafonable for them to expect 
that their SubjeGs fhould fo religioufly obferve 


their Commands, when they at the fame time . 
sive little or no heed to the Commands and _ 


Ordinances of the King of Kings, and Lord é ‘i 


Lords. .: TH 


oe 
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2 KING. XXV. 


THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM. 


Nebuchadnezzar Befieges Jerufalem, and Takes it, and carries away with him to 
Babylon, af the Riches and Inhabitants of that City, 


ING fofizh dying lamented ofall, Fe- 
koabaz, his youngeft Son was placed in 
: the Throne by ‘the People ; 
gree Mane aoe but Pharavb-Necho King 
of Egypt came to Ferufalem, 
and depofing him, carried him bound in Chains 
to Egypt, and having impofed a great7ribute up- 
‘on the Zand,he made his Brother EXakim King 
in his ftead, giving him the name of Febojakim. 
This Prince Reigned 12 years; in which 
time there lived many great Prophets,iand yet 
notwithftanding all their Exhortations and De- 
nunciations, he fellinto all manner of Crimes 
and Enormities. When fome of his Officers had 
fhewed him the Prophecy of Feremiah(wherein 
were delcribed the Fudgmznts that were to 
come upon him, and all Jxdea,) he cut it in 
pieces with a Pentnife, and caftit into the Fire. 
But GOD commanded the Peophet to write 
down thofe Denunciations in another Volume, 
and to add to them many others. 
It was in the 4c4 year of his Reign that Ne- 
buckadnezzar came to Beliege Fertfalem, and 
‘took this unhappy King,and put him in Chains 
to carry him to B.bylows and from hence we 
are to begin the Account of the 70 years of 
the Captivity; tho’ indeed Nebuchadnezzar 
releafed him afterwards, contenting himielt to 


inake him 7ritutary, But when at the end of 


Three years he Rebelled againit Nebuchadnez- 
z2r, the Chaldeans came againft him and flew 
‘him, not fo much as affording him a Grave. 

_ After him fucceedei Fehojzchin his Son,who 
following the wicket Steps of his Father, Ne- 
buchadnegar came and took him Captive, 
‘and carried him with his Vives and Children, 
and ail the Grandees of his Court, with 10000 
of the Inhabitants of Ferufalem, to Babylon. 
-And at the fame time he took along with him 
‘ail the Tresfures of the Temple, and of the 
Kings Hou and all the Veffzls of Gold which 
Salomon had made, and placed Zedekish his 
‘Uncle on the Throne. 

This Zedekiah (without refpeGing Feremish 
who {pake to him in the Name of GOD) lived 
in a continual courle of Wickednefs and Im- 
piety 3 and his Subj-c?s following his Exam- 
ple, gave up themfelves to all manner of 
Licention{nefs, committing a!l the Abomina- 
tions or the f::arhems youn! about them,with- 
outresarding the Warnings GOD gave them 


from time to time, by the Mouth of his holy 
Prophets 3 yea, asthe Scripture witneffes, th 
mocked the Meffngers of GOD, defpifed his 
Word, and abufed his Propbers, untill the 
Wrath of the LORD arofe againft his Poeple 
without remeily. 

Wheretore in the gth. year of this Kings 
Reign, Nebuchadnezzar came with his Army 
againk Ferufalem, and after a Siege which faf- 
ed 2 whole years, reduc’d the Crty to a dread- 
ful Famin. Having at laft made a great Breach 
inthe Wall,heentredthe Ci- 4 ayundj 3416 
a inthe Night. The fews tetore chrift 685, 

reupon feiz'd with a ter- 
rible Confternation, endeavour'd to get away, 
and make their efcape, and Zedekiab himfelf 
fled through a fecret Gate; but Nebuchad- 
mexzar having {ent fome to purfue him, they 
overtook him near Fericho, and brought him 
before the King of Bsbylon, whe by a eruel 
Order executed the Sentence GOD had in his 
Juft Judgment allotted to that Prince: He 
caufed his two Sons to be kill’din his prefence, 
and after this terrible Spetacle, he caufed his 
Eyes to be put out, and loading him with 
Chains, carried him to Babylon. 

Nebuchadnezzar afterwards fent Nabuga- 
radan the Captain of his Guard, to bring a- 
lonz with him the reft of the people, and to 
feize all the Riches remaining in the Land, 
with orders alfo to burn the Temple and the 
King’s Palace, and all other Princely Houfes, 
and to caft down the Walls of Fzrufalem, lea- 
ving only a few poor People in the Country, 
that might take careto Til the Ground, and 
drefs the Vineyards 3 at the fame time alfo Ne- 
buzaradin took the Aigh-Prizt, Seraiah, and 
Zephaniah the 2d. Prizft. and feveral others of 
the Kings greateft Officers and Minifters of 
State, and 6o0of the chief Inbzbitants of the 
Ciry Ferufelem, and brought chem to the King 
of Bzbylon at_Kiblab, who put them all toDeath. 

This was the miferable condition to which 
Ferufalem was reduc'd, for the Sins of its Kings 
and People 3 which the Prophet Jeremiah {ets 
forth in fu lively a manner, that a Man had 
need to have a Heart ashard as a Xock, not to 
be mov’d withit: For ir is a good and holy thing 
10 be affliited for the fevere Chaftifzments of Sin- 
ners, if st the fame2 time we have an utier ab 
borreree for teeir Crimes. JEHO- 
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, KINGS XXV. 
EHOFACHIN 


Evil-Moderach Xing 
jachin, vot only gi 
He Kingdom of Fudab being thus deftroyed 
by the Babylonians, the Fews continued 
in this Caprivity 70 yearsac- 
fame Mi aan cording as it had been fore- 
efore Chri 387- told by the Prophets. GOD, 
who never willingly afflias the Children of 
Men,had long before threatned his People with 
this hard condition of Bondage, to the end 
they might avoid it by hearty Repentance, and 
reforming of their Lives Feremiah the 
Prepher had warned them very often of this 
fate, and ventur’d to expofe himfelf to the 
Perfecutions of the Great men of the Court, 
rather than to withhold from his Brethren, 
what might be of fo great ufe to them. He 
at the fame time alfo admonifh’d them, not 
to imitate the ways and manners of the Peo- 
ple by whom they fhould be carried away 
Captive, but to continue firm in the true 
Worfhip of GOD, they had received from their 
Farbers. Neither was he wanting to comfort 
them under this afli@ion, by afluring them, 
That GOD would undoubtedly deliver them 
from their Captivity, at the time he had de- 
clared by his Prophets. 
The Holy Prophet having found Favour in 
the eves of Nebuzaradan, General .of King 


“Nebuchadnezzar, who had given particular 


Orders for his prefervation and maintenance, 
tho’ he was at liberty to go to Babylox and 
live there in peace, chofe rather to ftay in 
Fudaa, to be acomfort and ftay to thofe fewof 


his Countrymen that were left there. He gave fe 


very good Advice to Gedaliah, whom Nebu- 
chadnezzar had conftitured Governour over 
the Fews that he left inthe Land : But Geda- 
liab not regarding what was told him concern- 
ing Ihmael’s Confpiracy, was foon after kill’d 
by that Rebel at Mizpab, together with all 
thofe that were with him. 

The reft of the Fews that were in fudea, 
apprehending the Anger of the King of Bz- 
bylon, for the Murther of Gedaliah, whom he 
himfelf had placed over them, refolved to 
feeure themfelves by fleeing into Egypt. fere- 
miah opposd himlelf againft this their defign, 
afluring them, that no Evil fhould happen to 
them by ftaying in Fud.ea, but that they fhould 
certainly perifh and be deftroyed, ifthey went 
to Egypt 3 but they notwithftanding thefe Re- 
monftrances of Feremiab, continuing obftinate. 


Tr 131 J 167 


taken out of Prifon. 


of Babylon, after she Death of Nebuchadnezzar, fhews kindnefs to Jeho- 
ving bim bis Liberty, bus treating him with the Honour due to a King. 


in their Refolution of going down to Egypt § 
Fzremiab, and Baruch his Difciple, finding that 
they could not diffwade them from their pur- 
pote, chofe rather to accompany them thither, 
than wholly to forfake them : And being ar- 
rivedthere, they declared to the Jews, That 
the King of Babylon thould conquer and de- 
ftroy Egypt ashe had done Fudea. 

Whilft this People (formerly fo highly fa- 
youred of GOD) fuffered fo many Mileries in 
3 feveral Kingdoms, viz. in that of Babylon, 


Egypt and Fudea, withovt being {upported 


with any other comfort but the hopes of being 
deliver'd from this their Servitude at the end 
of 70 years according to the Word of GOD 


declared by his Prophets; there hapned an E- 


vent in Babylon, which did fomewhat comfort 
then: and alleviate their Af- ,, 
fliion. For Nebuchadnezzar “""° Manat 3347 
(whom GOD had made ule of as a Rod to cha- 
ftize others) being at lait obliged to fubmit to 

Death himfel {his SonEvil-Merodach fucceeded 

him, who foon after his coming to the Crown, 
fent for Febojachin King of Fudak, whom Ne- 

buchadnezzar had formerly carried away Cap- 

tive to Babylon, before the Reign ot Zedeliah 
their lat King, out of Prifon, and fet him 2 
full liberty: 

Thus this Prince,-after he had been a Pri- 
foner 37 years, was at laft fec at Liberty ‘by 
the Clemency of this King ; Ad (as the Serip- 
ture expreffeth it) hz fpake kindly to bim and 
“t bis ‘Throne above the Throne of the Kings 
that were with bim in Babylon, and changed: 


his Prifon-Garments, and made bin eat Bread 


continually at the King's Table all the days of 
his Life, and fertled an Allowance upo7 him, 
ro maintain binin a condition fuitable to bis. 
Royal Dignity. Thus was this King traniport- 
ed from the extremity of Mifery and Bon- 
dage, to a ftate of Glory and Happinels, which 
made him remember the Royal ftate he en- 
joy'd before, and gave him occafion to adore 
the Divine Providence, with refpe& to Princes, 
whom he humbles and cafts down and raifeth 
them again when it pleafeth him, and who {e:s 
bounds and limits to their Profperity.and Glo- 
ry, as well as to their Sufferings and Adverfi- 
ties, according as they are the Objects of his 
Fujlice and Wratb, or of his Mercy and Favour. 


THES 


"68 


The CON TENTS of the Firft Book of 
CHRONICLES. 


ca and the following Book are joyncd by Books were compiled from the Writings of the 
fi the Fer, and make but one; their Ancient Prophets, appears evidently trom the 
Slebreve Title iss THE WORDS OF DAYS, Claufe we meet with fo often in them,that the 
and according to the S-biazgenr. VARALT- reft of fuch Adticns or Events are written in 
FOMUNS but the Vulgar Latia, and Mo- the Book of Gad, of Jddo, of Ifaiab, &e. the’ 
pe Taian call them, THE BOOKS it feem alio very probable, that fome of thefe 
ce RONICLES. The ers call thefe Books {oquoted, be no other than the Books of 
ooks, TheWords of Days ; that is, Of Times; Samuel and of Kings, as having been fuccef- 
becaufe they contain the Memorable Things, fively continued and carried on from time t 
which from time to time hapned in the time by divers Prophets. ° 
Church of GOD, as well asin the Land and As for what concerns th's Firft Eook, its 
A-ities of Jrael. The Greek Tranflators give Nine firft Chapters contain the Genealegies of 
them the name of Paralipomenz 5 that is to many Ancient Fathers, from Adam to Abra- 
fay, Things omisted or forgot ; becaufe inthem ham; and afterwards thofe of the Defcendents 
are Recorded feveral Specialties, which had of 2érabam, which from Facob were divided 
teen omitted and Icit out in fome of the fore- into feveral Trides and Branches 5 which Gene- 
going Lecks of Holy Writ, which the Spirit alegies are not to be'found in any of the fore- 
of GOD Afince that) thonght fit fhould be geing Socks, in the fame exa&nel’s and perfe- 
{ct down in Writing, for the Information of étion, as we find them fet down here. After 
tie Church, But we call them the Books of the fetting down of thefe Genealcgies, we 


the Chronicles, in imitation of the Latin and meet with an account of the Reign and Zife of - 


other Tranflaticus, which word imports as King David, and how (before his Death) bya 
anuch as a Defeription, or an “ccount of particular Inipiration of the Holy Ghoft, he 
Fimes $ becauie thercin are couched many laid down an excellent: Crder for the fatate 
Memorable things, which hapned in Times Government of Church and State amongft the 
paft, inthe Church and Commonwealth of People of GOD 3 as alfo the vaft Prepararives 
ihe Fons ; and abundant Provifion he made for the Stru- 
Tis not certainly known wko was the ure of the Jemple, which Solomon his Son was 
Compeler o: thefe Books; only it wascom- to buildin the City of Ferufalem, to the Ho- 
monly iuppored, that £fdras himflf was the nour, and for the pure Worfhip and Service of 
Author of them, who by the Intpiration and the LORD, the Alone and Great GOD of 
Guidance of the ‘vely Spirit, Penn’d them, J/rael. 


‘ 3 + * . . 
and reduced the Particulars thereincontained | Infomuch that this Firft Bock of the Chro- — 


into the Method wherein we now fee them, ‘icles ( which treats of matters from the Be- 
in order to tran:mit them to the Church in ginning of the World to the Keign of Solomon) 
ajl after-Ages; making ufe to this purpofe, contains a fort account of Things happned 
not only of the Five Books of Mofes, and of within the Term of 2985 Years; or there- 
the anc'ent p=blick Regifiers and Records abouts. . 

which the Priefts had in their keeping; but In this Book alfo is fummmarily fet down the 
allo of the Books and Hiftocies of many Beginning of the Church of GOD, and how 
Propets, his Piedeceflors, who had fet down fhe was Maintain’d and Preferved atter the 
in Writing, and deduced at large the fevera]l Deluge, in the Houfe and Pofterity of Sem 5 
Events and Paflagcs of their Times, though it and afterwards in that of Abralam and his 
may be not all of them, with defign to make a Polterity, fiom Facoé until David, of whole 
part of the perpetual and unalterable Cancz Seed | ESUS CHRIST was to be Born, 
oF the Church 3 whence it is, that thofe according to what had been foretold and pro- 
Writings never reach’d. our Times. ied to him by GOD, 

That which we affert here, That thef ; 
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The C'GN TEN T'S of ‘the Second Book. ‘of 


CHRONICLES. 


N this Book. is carried‘ on-and continued, __ From Reboboam there defcended in a Right 
J Line the ‘following Kings of Fudab, viz. 


the Héffory of the People of GOD, ‘and Lin 
of their Kings, fromthe Death of Devid, Abijab, Aft, Febofbaphar, Feborem, a 
(which concludes the foregoing Book)until the Foafh, Amaziab, Uzziab , Forbam, ig 4%, 
Captivity of Babylon. And tho’ mention be Hezekiah, Mane 2h, Amon, Fofiab, Feboabar, 
made herein of the Xings of J/reel, parti- Febojakim, Febojakin, Zedvkiab; fome of 
cularly fo called finee the Separation of the whom were /dolaters ; but others reftored the 
Ten Tribes. from Fudab, and their Revolt ‘True Worfhip of GOD, as 4/2, Febofbapbes y 
from the Family of David; yet Efdras ( who Fosfh, Amaziah, Uzziah, Forbam, Hezekiah, 
+s taken for the Author of thefe Books)doth and Fofiah ; tho amongtt all thefe alfo there 


principally relate the Hiftory of the Kings was a great difference with refpe@ to the 
of Fudab, to which he feem 


sto have been fervour of their Zeal and fncere Godline/s. 
engaged by feveral Reafons: For, befides that ‘Yea, fome of thefe Kings by a flackening ot 
fudab always retained in fome degree, the their Zeal, turned from Good to Evil, as Foalb 
found Doftrine and Purity of Divine Worfhip, and Amaziab; and {ome others, as Manafjeb, 
from which the Ten Tribes were fo far Apofta- repented of the Evils they had committed 
tized, that GOD fuffered them atlaft tobe and became Good. 
carried away Catives out oftheir own Coun- ‘In the mean time, the LORD was not 
ity by Salmanaffar, without an hope of Re- wanting to invite and follicite them, to repent 
turn 3 fo that the Tribe of Fudab only then re- and amend their Lives, as well the Kings as 
mained the People of GOD, whole Hiftory the People of the Fews, making ufe to thac 
Efdres only defign’d to fet down. Befides,for- end of the Miniftry of the Prophets , who 
afmuch as the Lromifed Mefiab was to be during all this time followed one another in 
Born according to the Fiefo, not only of the confiderable numbers, from Elijah and Eli- 
Tribe of .fudab, but iv particular of the Po- fhe until Ezekiel and Daniels yet becaufe 
fierity and Houfe of David , herefore Efdras ‘they were not minded by the greater part, 
thought fit to fet down the Hiftory and Genea- but rather Mocked, Abufed, and Perfecuted 
Jogy of his Anceftors, deducing it to his very by them, GOD permitted at laft the Kingdone 
Perfon, in order to make it more vifibly appear, of Fudab to be conquer d and poffeft by Ne- 
that the Promijes of GOD are true. kuchadnezzar King of Babylon, who carried 
Wherefore as the former Boek gave us a the Fems Captives into his own Country,where 
view of many Particulars concerning the they continued 7o years, until Cyrus (under 
Reign of Devid; fo this begins with the whom the Monarchy was tranfported from the 
Reign of Solomon his Son, who fucceeded Chaldeans to the Perfians) gave them leave to 
him'in the Throne. He was Prince favour'd return to their own County; an account 
by GOD with great Wifdom, which he had whercof we find in the two following Books of 
requefted of him ; befides which, GOD was Zyra and Nebemiab. 
pleafed to confer upon him vaft Riches, which So that (according to the Calculation of 
he employed in Building of the Zemple , and fome ) this Book contains the Hiftory of 424. 
other of his Roya? Seru@ures, and great Ho. years, to which af we add the 7e years ot 
nour, being Admir'd and Reverd by all the Captivity of Babylon, we fhall find the 
the Kings about -him. Who notwithftanding, Account of 494 years, from the beginning of 
becaule of his Sins, his Kingdom was divided, the Reign of Selomonto the Fir year of the 
foon after his Son Reboboam came to poffefs Reign of Cyrus King of Perfia; tho fome 
the Crown; for the Ten Tribes feparating account no more than 484, and from the 
themfelves trom Fudab, made Feroboam their Creation of the World to the Return of the 
King, Captivity 3468 years. 
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The CONT EN T S of the Book of 


E Z 


I bas sleafed the Spirit of GOD to con- 
I cludec the foregoing Book; being the Se- 
cond of the GHRONICLES, with the 
very fame Words that begin this Book, to 

w us the Sequel and continuation of the 
Hiftory of the Church of GOD § wherein i 
reprefented to us (by the Pen and Miniftry of 
EZRA, Prieft andScribe) how the LORD; 
according to bis. Promife, after 7o Years did 
miraculoufly deliver his People from the 
Captivity of Babylon by means of Cyrus 
(called in Hebrew CORES) King of Perfia, 
who having made himfelf Mafter of the 
Empite of Affyria and Babylon; did (by 
Divine Infpiration > grant unto the 
diberty and permiffion to Return to their own 
Country, and to Rebuild the Temple at 
Jerufalem, affording them. to thar purpofe all 
manner of Favour and Affiftance, and grati- 


fying them with many rich and precious Prefents. 


an order thereto. 


Whereupon a confderable number. of Jews, 


under the Command. and Condu® of: Zoro- 
babel’ and Jofhua- the High Priel, returned 
290 Judea, Rebuile the Altar of the LORD, 
burns Sacrifices upon it, celebrated the Feaft 
of Tabernacles, and jaid the Foundations of 
the Temple, iz order to the Kebuilding of it: 
But not being in a condition at that time to 
carry on and finifo it, becaufe fome of their 
Enemies (by sheir Intereft at Court) effected 


fo" much that the Building of the Temple. 


was put by and bindred all the following years 
of Cyrus, Ahafuerus, and Artaxerxes (in the 
Hebrew. called Archafaftha) until the Second 
Year of Darius; at which time the Jews 
being excited and encouraged by the Pro- 
bets, Haggai and. Zechariah, they began 
vigoroufly to apply themfelves again to Con. 
sinue the Building ; and being Protected by an 
exprefs and favourable Edi& made in- their 
bebalf, procured for them by the Kings Lord 
Ljeutenant, . they at daft bappiiy finifbed the 
Work, Dedicated the Temple, and per- 


formed their Exercifes of Piety and Divine 


Workhip therein. . 


Jews. 


RA. 


Some time after this, when the Yews £2): 
to a remifnefs and negle® of the Warn 
GOD, Ezra the Prieft, by a (pecial Dj fpen- 
ation of the Divine Providence, was lat bis 
Requeft) fens by Artaxerxes, in the Seventh. 
faa of o Reign, with @ confiderable number 
of Pts Country-men, to Jerufalem, ein 
liberally affifted by-order of the King, iit 
whatfocver: was requifite or needful for bis 
Journey, with intention to fettle and regulate 
all things according to she Law and Divine. 
Ordinances prefcribed by GOD. Al] which 
Ezra, upon bis arrival at Jerufalem, with 
4 Great Zeal moft pun®ually and faithfully 
performed : refore there is good reafon 
tohy this Book is called by bis Name, as being: 
nor only the Pen-man-of its but becaufe ity. 
i @ manner, wholly treats of wher be per-. 


ormed for the Glory of G 
ve roe hd 2 ory OD, and she Good 


Ms 10 the Calculation of Time. 
Chrenologifts do nor tee 
it, becaufe the Kings and: the Years of the 
Perfian Monarchy, are nog computed by all: 
after the Jame manner, the Learned differiy 
in their Opinions about the Four PerGan Mo- 
narchies that followed after Cyrus $ t0 Wit, 
Ahafuerus and Artaxerxes the Firft, during 
whofe Reign the Building of the Temple 
was put by- and bindred 3 Darius, under 
whom the Temple was finifhed; and Artaxerxes 
the Second, who firft ‘jet Ezra- to fertle and 
order all things according to the Divine Laws. 
and afterwards Nehemiah, t0 rebuild she 
Walls, Gates, and whole City of Jerufalem. . 
However, thus much is certain, and withous 
difpure, thar all thefe things bapned under the 
Monarchy of rhe Perfians,. which began with - 
Cyrus; and that this Hiftory begins with the 
Fir year of bis Reign in Babylon 3 and se. 
continued to the Seventh year of Artaxerxes 
the Second, or a little farther sas the follow. 
ing Hiftory of Nehemiah begins. with the 
Twentieth year of the fame Kings. 


the Learned 
agree aboug 
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EZRAL 


—, Hing Corus U8 proclamation to Rebuity the cemiple. 
Cyrus being inform’ d, that the Prophets had foretold of bim,That be foould Rebuild 
"be Temple of Jerulalem, gives leave to all she Jews that were it Babylon, ro 
Return to their ows Country under the Condu& of Zorobabel, and afterwaras 
fends Ezra thither, ¥0 regulate Matters of Religion. | , 


1 Wrath of GOD agrinft the fews be- 
ing at length are » and the 70 years 
Anns Mundi 3483 of i Captivity Dene e 
: ~ and gone, that he might per- 
pelere re 28 foreehak he ae mated 
by his Prophets, to reftore them to their former 
Eftablifhment by Cyrus, he to that end made 
him Emperour ofthe Faft; and railed him to 
the Throne of the Kings of Babylon. This Prince 
(to comport with the Prophecies concerning 
him) granted leave to the fews, to return to 
their own Country, to rebuild their Temple and 
City, and beftowed upon them all the Veffels 
the. Kings of Babylon hadtaken away- Accord- 
ingly the Fews took their Journey to Ferufalem 
tothe number of 42000, under the Condu& 
of Zorobabel,befides their Slaves,which amoun- 
ted to above yooo'mores fe aa 
After fome timefpent in fetling themfelves 
‘there, in the 7th J lonth they affembled'them- 
elves at Ferufalem,where. they began to buil 
an Altar, and to offer Burnt-offerings to the 
LORD; and the next year. beganto lay the 
Foundations of the: Temple 3 which was per. 
form’d with great Solemnity. Upon this occa- 
Gon the generality of: the People fhouted for 
Foy; but the Ancient Men amongft them, who 


had feen the former Temple ( built by Solomon)” 


wept alond, to fee it fo little correfponding 
with the Magnigcence of that SeruBure. 

But fome of the Neighbours of the fews 
were much difpleafed+o fee them returned to 
Sferufalem,and carrying on the Building of the 
City and Temple with fo much fuccefs; and 
at length (by flandering and: mif-reprefenting 
their defigns to the Court) caufed the Work to 
‘be hindred during the term of 16 years, till 
the 2d year of the Reign of Darius Fiyftafpes; 
at which time Aaggzi and Zachariah the 

“Prophets, having exhorted the Fews to fall to 
‘Building again, they did fo without regarding 
the Threats of their Enemies ; King Darius 
himfelf having given order for the carrying 
on of the Building ‘of the Temple, with Ex- 
ences neceflary for the Work ; which was fi- 
“nifhed and furnifh’'d. Four years after the 
stems celebrated.the Dedication thereof with 
extraordinary Solemnity. 


About 48 yearsafter this, Xerxes (the Son 
of Darius) gave Ezra leave to go to Ferufa- 
lem, and to take along with him all the Fews 
that were willing to return thither, ordering 
his Governours and Officers to furnifh him with 
whatfoever was: neceflary for their Sacrifices 
and Divine Worfbip. Ezra accordingly having 

undértaken this Journey, with a great number 


‘of his Counsrymen, at the end of 4 ‘Months 


arrivd-at ferufalem, where he found (to his 
“Sorrow) that the Fews,who were come thither 
qo years ‘before with Zorobabel, had a-great 
many of themcontrac&ed Marriages with their 
-Jdolatrous Neighbours; and having in-a full 


“Affembly reprefented to them the heinoufneis 


of this Crime, and how exprefly contrary this 
‘their pra@tice was to the Law of GOD, the 
‘People refolved with one accord to fend away 
their trange Wives, and for time to come, 
Religionfly to avoid the like Alliances. — 

"This Sin of the Fews in Marrying ftrange 
‘Women, doth (as the Fasbers obferve ) very 
well reprefent what the Chriftians are guilty 
‘of at this day, who do not live fo bolily and 
blamelefly.as becomes the Children of GOD, 
and the Members of fe/us an but on the 
contrary Ally themfelves with ftrange Women, 
that is, with Worldly Paffions and Affedions, 
which are the Enemies ot Fefus Chrift , and 
‘taking poffeffion of our Heart, will be ador’d 
‘there inftead of him. And (as. the Scriptare 
obferves ) that the Children of thefe ftrange 
‘Women, confounded the Hebrew Tongue with 
the Language: of Afhded and Mozb: ‘So thefe 
People would joyn the Spirit of GOD.and the 
Spirit of this World together, obey them both, 


‘and make a mixture ot both their Languages. 


But as Ezra then roundly declared to the 
ews, thas they. could not continus the People 
of GOD without utterly renouncing tbefe Al- 
Tiances with Idolatrouvs Women: So ‘Chrifti- 
ans cught well to weigh the import of that 
Oracle of the Gofpel,which affures us, That we 
cannot ferve two Mafters: Thar GOD & ¢@ 
fealous GOD, who will fuffer no-Rivals 3 and 
either wholly poffefsthe Hears of Man,or not 


at all. 
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NV Ebemiat tke Author and Penman of this 
Book, was 4 Courtier in. the Court . 0 


Artaxerxes the 2d King of Perfia, and bis re 
bearer. This good man having underftood the 


damentable condition of his- own Nation,as alfa 
the ruinous ftate of the City Wallsand Gates. 


of Jerufalem, was greatly effected therewith, 
5 in Sabres UL beable -himfelf 
beforeGOD by Falting and Prayer. Not long 
after GOD foordering it in bis Providence, be 
obtained .leave of the King to go to Jerufalem 
in Quality of fs Lord Lieutenant of the Holy 
Land, and Governour of the City, with « par- 
ticuler Charge and Commiffion to refde there 
for fome time, and-to Rebuild the City and 
Temple, giving. bim full.power to. fettle and 
regulate all shings. according to the Wifdom of 
GOD, vouchfafed t0 bim. All which Nehe- 
miah uccordingly performed, being in{pired by 
an.extraordinary Zeal for the Glory of GOD, 

rudently and religioufly, and with great con- 

ancy and refolytion, overcoming .sbe. many 


Cee. Satan (the Enemy of al! 


Good) caft in bis way to difcourage him, by 
Stirring up againft him not only Enemies from a- 


broad, but aifo Fale Brethren and Hypocrites - 


from within 3 who correfponding and keeping 
- Sneelligence with. the. Enemy, endeavoured to 
-binder-and put aftop, tofo good aWark.. He al- 
fo took great Care to.redrefs the Grievances.of 
she People ; and to.sghisend be put a flop to «4 


2- ; 
TheG ON T EN T-S of the Bookof. NE HEMI AH. 


bad Cuftom the Richer fort had introduced, t9 


of opprefs,. the Poo. Ly unjuft Wury. Ze alfe 


with great ‘application and devotion. r 
the robole Service of GOD and ‘after rhe 
Prayer-and Fafting, he renewed. firm and ftra is. 


. Alliance betmeen. GOD and the People. - This. 


done, be alfo took care ( after that be bad made 
@ confiderable advance in Building of the City 
of Jerufalem ) to furnifh. it. with a fuficiens 
number of Inhabitants, difperfing the reff of 
the People throughout the whole Country,- 9 
Sercle. in she feveral places allotted for them, 
And thus, after that be bad moft praife worp 
thily difcharged the high Office of the Kings . 
Lieutenant. in Judea 12 years together, be re 
turned to the King bis Malter in the 33d of his 


‘Reign; and was nos long after feng a 2d. time to 


Jerufalem by the King, where be very generou(- - 
ly reformed and redrefled divers Beales ve, 
were crept into the Government of Church: 


and State, during bis Abfence. . 


This Book.bears+ the name of Nehemiahs - 
partly becanfe it-consains the Hillary of Matters . 


‘which bappned in Judea. during the tinie of . big 


Government 3 and partly, becaufzbe was the 
Penman thereof, as it clearly pia from fevee 
val Paflagesin this Book, writ under the Cone 
dul, and iy the infpiration of the Spirit of GOD, 
Thofe who. bave calPq this Book, the 2d of Ef. 
dras, ,Joo’g . upon it.as 4 Continuation of. bis . 
Hiftory 5 bus not fuppofing it writ by bin. 


TheC O.N T E.N T,S of-the Bookof E.S T-H ER, 


a Book dears the Name of Efther, becaufe 
- BL: is chiefly treats of Her,.relating how the 
Great King Ahafuerus having Divorced Vathti 
bis Queen ia 4 great rage, becaufe foe had refuf- 
ed to come arkis Command, .and foew ber felf to 
au Afembly of allbis Princesand People, svhom 
be-entertained at #4 magnificent Feakt, . be chofe 
Efther (out of 4 great number) to be bis Wife 
and Queen, celebrating in-bongur.of ber 4 fump- 
‘guous..Nuptial Feaft. Some time. after :sbit, 
dnfolent and Proud Haman -being enraged az 
g4inft Mordecai, ( Efther’s Uncle and Fofter- 
Fasher) becaufe be refufed to bow to bim, as all 
the .Grandees .at Court did, refolved in one 
day to cus off and deftrey Mordecai, and all the 
Jews shat. were. difperfed throughout the, 127 
Provinces.of the Empire of Ahafuerus, . map- 
ing ufe to that purpofe cf she Letters and Edi& 


of she King,, whofe Bar and Fayour.be was Ma- .. 
- ton of the particular Providence of GOD in 

. Rroveiding thofe thas are bis, and is (according . 

to fome) she Events of 20 yeargs3. tho others 

| -  JERU::. 


jter of. ~ But.whewin. this fed extremity and 
diftrefs.al rhe Jews,.at Shythan, sogegber with 
EBher, did apply themfelvesto GOD by Fahtigg 


aud Prayer, nor only sont g flop to Baman’s 


bloody Defign, bus-alfo.to,make. the Train he - 


‘bad laid so beve a quite contrary effed :. For be - 
"was foon afver oblig’d by she. 2a Command 
‘tagive to Mordecai the Honors be bad defign'd, 
for bimfeif; and upon B&her’s difcovery..of bis . 


~ 


Confpiracy againft the Jews, be was banged on 
Gallows 50 Cubiss high, which be had.defign'd . 


for Mordecai 5 who inftead shereof was raifed - 
to great Honour bythe King.. Altafuerus alfa . 


not contented 40 reverfe the Edi Haman bad . 


procured for the Jews deftruftion, publiftd ance 

ther, giving .them leave to defend their Lives . 
:and avenge themfelyes of their Enemies. Upos - 
- which the Jews .( ix commemorazion of this their - 


Deliverance) inftituted ¢ folemn Feltival, year- 
ly so be obferu'd on the Day called Purim, ae 


mory of this great and unexpeBed Favour voucke .. 
Safed by GOD unto bis People to all Ages. . 


This Hiftory contains fo clear a Reprefenta- 
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NEHEM. II. 


C 133°] | : 1977 


JERUSALEM REBUILT. 


Artaxerxes fends Nehemiah to Jerufalem, wi 
1 E Temple being already built by the 

: eare and induftry of Zorobabel, and the 
sews reduc’d to fome form of Government by 
the diligence and endeavours of Ezra, in re- 
gulating their Manners by inftrudting them 
ia the Lam of GOD, and reétitying their Idoe 
Jatrous Marriages : GOD Stirred up Nebemiab 
a. few, and aCourtier of good confideration 
and repute in the Court of King Artaxerxes, 
to carry on this Workto perfection, by rai 
fing the Walls and Gates of the City, . which 
till that time laid ftill in the Duft. 

This holy Man, informing himfelf very par- 
ticularly of the tate of that City, was extream- 
ly grieved to underftand by thole that came 
from them, that the Walls thereof did lie in 
Ruinous heaps, and the Gases burnt down,in 
the fame condition to which théy were reduc’d 
by Nebuchadnezzar at- his taking of that City. 
This News fo fenfibly affeted Nebemiah, that 
he could not keep hislecret Grief from mak- 
ing {uch impreffions on hisCoumtenance as were 
foon perceiv'd by-the King, ashe was waiting 
onhim at Table, in quality of lis Cupbearer : 
who demanding of him the caufe of his Sorrow? 
He told him, it was by reafon of theruin‘and 
defolation of his Birsbh-place, Ferufalem.; and 
humbly dcfir’d him, to give hint leave to go 
and rebuild the Walls and Towers, and raife 
up the Gates thereof. 

The King having héard his requeft,’ freely 
granted it, ‘but Nebemich being a Perion 


whom he had a Kiridne(sfor, he asked. him, . 


how long he mutt be abfent ? And Nebemiab 
Tis from the time of this aes ie Ae 
Bait of Artaxerxes, that we a time.when. Ae 
are ~ begin Oe lation se e on = 
of the 7O ° 1 
owt bait wet eave “him ledye 
€ year. 0: ie 
f ean, which was ihe. to. go x0 Fer ufae 
3ssotb peat from the Crea-. fem , — furnifhing: 
fin of the World, and before him . with his -Zet- 
Fefus chrift, 454- ters Patents, and 
2 Commiffion to carry onthe Work. Asfoon 
as Nehemiah was come to Ferufalem, without 
making any mention of the:defign, for which 
he was come thitlier, he went by Night .(be- 
ing accompanied only’ by.a few of his Eriends) 
to view the condition of. the Walls and Gates 
of the Citys and after he-had taken.an exact 
furvey thereof;he gathered together the Chief 
Men of the City, and difcorered: to them the 


defign for which he:was come, -and his Come. 
‘milion, with, full power which the Xing had . 


vb Aushority t0 rebuild the City and Walls thereof. 


granted him to carry on andfinith the Work, 
ani withal affured them, That the hand’. of 
God would be with them in the carrying on of 
fo good a Work. 

As foon as the Chief Men and Elders of the 
fews had heard this, they thewed themfelves 
very ready and unanimous to: fet upon the 
Work: and dividing themfelves into feveral. 
Companies, whereof each took upon them to 
rebuild acertain part of the aii with the 
greateft vigour and heat imaginable. But 
the Adverfaries of the ews were very much 
troubled to fee the Work advance fo faft, and 
Sanballat (who was the Head of them) ftirred 
up the Samaritans, and other: Neighbouring 
People, to hinder.and put a ftop to ‘their une - 
dertaking. 

Nebemiah, thé hé wastextreamty tronbled 
to meet with this oppofition, yet did hé not at 
all lofe his Courage, but oppofed his Vigilance 
again their privy Confpiracies, and Force a- 
gainft their open Viclence. He charg the 
Nobles and Rulers to bé always ina readinefs 
to oppofe the Evemy, and order’d all the La- 
bourers and. Builders tohave their’ Swords by 
their fides,and-as they wrought with one hand, 
to hold a Weapon in the othér, to the end they 

-might always be'in'a readinefs to obftru& and 

fight thofe that fhould come to - diftirb them 
in.their Work. Artd bymeans-of this his exe 
traordinary diligence and: application he ac- 
complifh’d his indertaking,and compleated the 
building of the Wells and Gates oftferufalem. 

Tkis holy. Man affords us an excellent repre. 
Sentation of..the. manner how Chriftians ought 


40 bebave. themfelves in the Work of GOD, 


which is the Work of tkeir Salvation. Nehemiah 
found bimfelf bere in the State shat 5S. Pawl 
Speaks of, when be frith, That he faw nothing, 
-without him .but Fightings, nor: any thing 
within but fears :. Franr without he'was to 
-fight with the Enemies of GOD’s People ; and 
from within he'was pefter’d with fal/e Prophets, - 
whe were hired by Sanballet, to endeavour to - 
difcourage and:affiight-him; to the end, that 
being daunted by fo manyOppolitionshe might 
defpond and leave off the Work. But neither the 
force nor arsifices of bis Enemiesor falfe -Bre- 
thren were able to overcome bim; be refifted their 
‘open Violence, and difcoverd their - bidder 
Stares and joyning:an undaunted Courage with 


co Wifdom in all kis Undertakings, be frue 


rated all the defigns of GOD’s and bis: Ene< 
ie: EST 


MUCSe-’. ~ 
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- ESTHERS HUMILITY. . 
Efther prefents her felf before Ahafuerus, with defign to fave th 
me the lth Deftraction that rch sh nue 


‘aman his deheat ae to the more de- 
ie eas gree of _Kionour and Glory 
betgre Chri sop infomuch that all his Sad- 
eae jeds bowed their Knees be- 
fore him, Mordecai only, (who was a Few, and 
one of thofe who had been carried Cuptive out 
of Fudea by King Nebuchednezzar to Babylon, 
above go years before, the firft time that his 
Army befieged. Ferufalem,) was refolved not 
to. give that honour to a Man which he thought 
due toGODalone. This Refufal, which was 
not: the.effe% of Pride, as Human conceiv'd 
it to be, but rather of Mordecai’s Piety, did 
aiot only bring upon himfelf, butupon all the 
Sfews, the cruel Sentence of Death. 

. For this proud Favourite not contented with 
Sacrificing Mordecai to his Revenge, who had 
offended him, was refolved to make the whole 
wNation of the Fews to fall a Vidi to his rages 
to which purpofe he reprefented them to the 
King as a Seditious People, who being tied 
upto a difting Religion from all other Nati- 
ons, were always fomenting Séditions and Re- 
#ellions in all places where they lived. 

.- “This Credulous Prince, witheut any farther 
enquiring into the matter, gave credit to this 

mpoftor, and gave him leave upon this his 
Remonitrance, to draw up a Declaration, 
- duch as he thought good, containing an ex- 
prefs Command to all his Subje@s, through- 
jout his whole Kingdom, ona certain day pre- 
fixed, to kill all the Fzws, Men and Women, 
Old Mznani Children, wichout {paring any. 

| -Efther, the Niece of Mordérai, who by a 
particular Providence of GOD, was raifed ‘to 
jbe Abafuerus’s Queen inkead of Vufhti, whom 
he had Divorced, was very fenfibly afflicted 
,at this dreadful Calamity which was ready to 
Anvolve all her People, tho’ fhe her felf were 
-not-in danger; becaufe Mordecai her Uncle; 
-whofe wite Counfel the foilowed in ail things, 
-had always advis’d her to conceal her beinz.a 
~ Fewej/s. .As fhe there‘ore was cafting about 
‘to find outfome Remedy for this great Evil ; 
1 Mordecai.adyis'd her to go and prefent her 
felt before the King, to reprefeni to him thie 
-hotrid Injultice of the Declaration, he had 
- «given 4/aman leave to publifh inhis Name 


| A Hafuerus, King of Perfia, having raifed — 


‘Banquet the. had prepared for them. 


But Efther told Morcedai, That this would 
be the way to expofe her felfto Death, which 
was unavoidable to thofe, who prefented them: 

felves before the King, without being fent for. 
by him. Mordecai replyed, That fhe could 
not with Reafon fuppofe that the fhoyld e- 
feape in this Univerfal Calamity, wherein their 
whole Nation were involved, by being in the 

Kings Palace ; and that if her Fear thould ftop 

her Mouth in this time of extremity, GOD 
would find {ome other way to deliver his Peo. 

ple from the deftru@ion that threatned them, 

but that the and her Fathers Houfe fhould pe- 

rith; adding, that probably for this very Ser- 

vice GOD had raijed her to the Throne, 

.. This holy Womax having attentively con(- 

der’d theAdvice and Reafons of her UncleMor- 

dzcai, did no longer balance the matter 3 but 

‘refolved to Sacrifice her Life for the faving of 
her Nation; and having defired Mordecai ‘to 

affemble the Fems that were in Shufhan, that 

with Fafting and Prayer they might implore 

the Divine Bleffing upon her undertaking, the 

inthe mean time having prepared and dif- 

pofed her felfty the like holy Exercifes, the 

third day alter went to the King’s Chamber, 

and preiented her {elf before him. The Glo- 

ry of his Throne and the Magnificence of his 

Ornaments, but above all, fomethine of 4n- 
ger that appear’d in his Looks, made -Efther 

to fall down in a Swound ; and GOD having 

changed the Kings heart at the fame time, he 

came down from His Throne to raife her a 

gain 5 and ashe andall his Great Officers were 


comforting of her, as {oon as the had recover- 


ed her Speech, the {aid tothe King, 
I thought my Lord the King, wh: I looked 


“upon you, that I bad’ feén an Angel, and the 


Glory that furrounds and attends you overcame 
my Heart, and made me faint for fear. But 


‘falling a'tecond time down tor dead, the King 
‘was exceedingly concerned for her, and as foon . 


as fhe wascomie to her felt'again, he demand. 
ed other, What was her detire ? affuring her, 
he would deny her nothing as far as the half 


of his Kingdom. Whereupon the defired the 


AG and Haman tocome the next day to the 
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ESTH. VI. L336 | a 
The Triumph of Mordecags ©. 
Haman is fain to ead Mordecai.bis’Enemy ih “Friamph thr 
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. Hafuerus the Night after Efther’s Vifig-. thefe two Perfons; .they.faw nimble Mordéeed : 

finding that he could not fleep, whiich fo. receiving the highett marks. of. Honourand 
.  hapned by a particular Di- Glory, by the advice and-mihiftry of Henan, 
The fame Tear 3595. Vine DireMion, aswill ap-. whowas his {worn and moft deadly. Bvcmy ¢: 
. pear by the fequel of this: and at the: fame. time faw proud and, {uperci- - 
Hiftory, employed thofe Hours of reftand fr +. liots Hamaz forced to publith and proclaim: 
lence in 2 paftime well worthy of a Xing; for- the Glory of Mordecai, and to ftoop, and bow. 
having order'd the publick Records of his» before-him, whom he dildain’d. and _hated- 
Kingdom to be brought before him, “he com-: in.hisHeart- © cae 
manded them to be readtohim: And taking: -. Haman Naving thus been fore’d to fubmit: 
notice of a Padfage, which gave. art account. to this moft unwelcome piece of Service done: 
how Mordecai -had difcover'd a Treafonous:: ty his Exemy, was extreamly troubled thcreat,- 
Confpiracy oftwo.ofthe King’s Offic ers,to take: and returning . te his own Aoufe ina Mourn- 
away his Lite, the King demanded of him that- ful condition, and-with his -Head cover'd, he: 
read the Book,what reward Mordecai had re~ complain’d - of hismi-hap to his Wife, and 
ceiv'd for this extraordinary piece of Servite ?. other of his Friends. and C ounfeliors . who- 
Who replying, that he had not receiv’d any. looking upon this Dilgrace that had_ befallen. 
Absfuerus asked | again , whether there were. him asa bad Omen , told him plainly, - That 
any Perfon in the ‘Antiechember 2? And the. they feared that Mordecai (who had already. 
Kings Servants haying anfwered him, That been an occafion of his. Difgrace) would at laft 
Haman was there 3. for he was come very.early. prove his. utter ruin 5 for whereas Mordecai, 
‘that Morning, to defire.an Order from tlre - was.one of that Nation, whom he had refolv-. 
Kingto hang Mordecai on a Gallows of 50Cu- ed utterly to deftroy ard root them out from- 
bits high, he had prepared for him; the Xing, off the Earth, - and that he had been forced: 
commanded his Servants to bid him come in... fore againit his Will, toconfer thofe. Honours-. 
‘As {oon as Haman was entr’d, the King ask; upon. him he had. defign’d. for. himfell, they. 
ed bim what he thought fit fhould be done wn- - could net but take-it asa fizn, that the mif- 
to the Man whom the King delighted to Ho-. chiet he intended -for Mordecai and all the.: 
nour ; Haman prefently imagining, that he. ‘fews, weuld light vpon his own Head. 

‘ was the Perfon the King Spoke of, andwhom . The fequel of thisStory makes it appear, . 
he did intend to honour 5 anfwered the King, that.they were not at all deceived in this their. 
That the bigheft bonour thar could be pus upon any . Conje&ture,:and that. tho’ God {fufférs fome-- 
Perfon, was to eray ‘him in the Royal Robes, times that Jnjuftice arm’d with Violence Jeems, 
to fet bim upon the Kings Horfe, with the Roy- ready to opprefs and - overwhelm thofe, who - 
al Diadem: upon bis Head, and that one-of the fear and truit in none but himfeli, like ..Mor- 
moft noble Princes about the. King foould lead, decaé; yet he knows alfo in due time.to make - 
him through all the Chief. Streets of the City, them experience his defence and - prote&ion 
bolding bis Horfe:by the Reins, and proclaiming. when.the Hour of their Danger is come, and 
before bim, Thus fhall it be ‘lone-to the Man to deliver them from the diftrefs to which 
whom the King delights to: honour. _ they were expofed for no other Reafon, «but 

Haman had no fooner given this An{wer to becaufe they were faichful to him, and fear- 
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For eee A of Lh Ws, / oe ee on if . the King’s Queftion, but he. commanded him ed his Difpleafure more than the Rage of’; fin- 

7 Mores Co2trebeled ther Plato. | tomake hafte to execute the-Advice hie.had ful Men, whofe Hatred, tho it be very. vio- 
given him, and to take the Royal Apparel, . lent, yet it is alfo very weak and. impotent, 


——* Crows and Horfe, and do to Mordecai the Few without the Divine - Permiffion, . who {ets 
eee Oe, a an oe as ashe had fpoken. Thus: the Court and City bounds to the raging Sea of Mens Pafiions, 
of Shufhan were Eye witnefles of the fudden faying thus far -ye fhall come and no fur- 


and unexpected Change in the conditions of ther. . 
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HAM.A'N’s PU 


NISHMENT 


‘Ahafuerus caufes Haman to be banged on the Gallows he had prepared for Mors 
+ decal, and reverfes- the Edi&t he bad publifhed to deftroy all the Jews that 
. were in bis. Kingdom. | 


' A Hafaerus the King being come with Ha- 
man to the Banquet Efther had prepa: 
_ red for him, preffed her 
The fame Tear 3595, to declare what fhe de- 
fired of him, affuring, 
That whatfoever her Requeft was, he would 
grant it to the half of his Kingdom. Ejther 
having received this encouragement from the 
Kiag, immediately changed the joy and plea- 
frre ol the Banquet into Sorrow, which the 
remembrance of the deftruétion prepared for 
her and her whole Nuticz, revived in her : 
And addreffing her felf to the Azvg, with the 
looks and language ofan afflicted and humble 
Petitioner, the beg7d only of him her own Life, 
and the Lives of her Countrymen; laying be- 
forehim the Wickednefs of Haman, who by 
-his Lies and Impottures had furpriz'd the King, 
cand infolently made ufe of his Name and Au- 
thority Royal, to protcribe and deftroy the 
.whole Nation ef the 727s. 

Abdfuerus, who was a Prince naturally in- 
clin'd to Fuflice and Mercy, was aftonifh’d 
when ‘he confider'd to what an excels his own 

.Credulity and the Cruelty of his Favourite had 


like to have carried him; and was fo much’ 


troubled atthe Remonftrance the Queez had 
made to him, that rifing up in hafte from the 
Table, he took a Walk in his Privy Garden, to 
yuminate upon the cruel and inhumane de- 
fign his Credulity had engag’d him in. 

Haman being fenfible trom the King’s An- 
ger of the extream danger that threatned him, 
caft himfelf upon the Queen's Bed, earneftly 

.entreating her to become a Petitioner to the 
. King for his Life. Butthe Kizg entring at 
the fame time itito the Chamber as Haman was 
in this pofture, became exceedingly enrag’d 
at him, as if he would have Fore'd the Queen 
in his prefence; and immediately commanded 
him to be putto Death. B-t as the Divine 
Witdom confounding the Vanity and Pride of 
Men, doth always obferve agreat proportion 
betwixt Crimes and Punifbments, one of the 
Officers that was prefent told the King, that 
there was a Gallows ready (50 Cudits high ) 
which aman had caufed to be fet up with 
defign to hang Mordecai’ thereon, who had 
done great Service to the Xing 3 whereupon 
the Aiug commanded them immediately to 
jrang Haman thexcon, 


© Notwithftanding (faith St. Ambrofe) that 
*the Authority of this Prince was already fo 
‘far engag'd againft the Jews for their deltr. 
*&ion, that he could not recal the fame with- 
“out fome ‘blemith to the Royal Power; yet 
* did not he efteemit any difhonour publickly 
© to acknowledge, that an ambitious Minifter 
© had impos’d upon him and abusd his Royal 
* Favour to bafe and cruel ends; and inftead 
* of going thro with a barbarous violence, be- 
* caufe he was already engaged init, and his 
* Royal Seal put to it, he reverfed the Orders 
‘ he had given, asfoon as he underftood the 
¢Injuftice of them. And turning his juftIn- 
‘ dignation againft thofe who had fo wretch- 
‘edly abus'd his Power, and who made ufe of 
€ the eafie Accels they had to his Perfon, only 
© as a means to ruin thofe, as their Enemies, 
© whom the Zeal of GOD, and the Reverence 
‘they ‘had for his Laws, kept within the 
‘ bounds of their Buty, not fuffering them to 
¢ sive that Honour to Men, which they con- 
* ceived due to GOD alone. 

Accordingly King Abafuerus publifhing an 
Edi& quite contrary to his former (which was 
the contrivance of Aaman,) publickly own’d 
the efteem he ‘had for the fews, who had been 
falfely reprefented to him as a Rebellicus and 
Factious People, and impower’d them to fet 
upon thofe who fhould dare to attempt-any 


. thing againftthem. Thus by the Death of 


one Man was{o great an Evil prevented, and 
Peace and Quiet eftablifhed throughout all 
the Dominions of King Abafucrus; who -in- 
ftead of that wicked and infolent Favorite, 
took Mordecai (a wife Man-and fearing GOD) 
to’ be his Chief Minifler of State, which gave 
the Ans fo great-an Authority every where, 
thaz as the Scripture obferves) many of the 
People of that Land turned to be of their 
Religion. . | 

?Jis evident from this Hiftory, thar the 
Heart of Kings is in the -hand of GOD, who 
by this Book teaches them, That -they mult 
bear the burthen of the Crowz themlelves and 
fee with their own Eyes; for fear left leav- 
ing their Authority to others, they should 
me:twith thofe who abufe it, like Hama7., to 
jatisfie their own Paffions and corrupt Inte- 
reits, to the-prejudice ot Fuftice, and of their 
Princ-s Credit and Reputation. THE 
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T'S of the Book of 


7 JOB. 


“ts Book w# called th: Book of JOB, 
“B avery Famous and Holy Man, whofe 
moft memorable Hiftory is here recorded, -con- 
taining an account of bis great Trials, bis in- 
vincible Patience, bis unmoveable Faith, and 
the bappy end of all bis Affliions. 

Some fuppofe, that this Job flourifhed in the 
time of the Patriarchs. Others; whilft the 
Children of Ifrael were yet in Egypt, or at 
keaft, whilft they were Travelling through the 
Wildernefs to the Land of Canaan, under the 
Condut of Mofes, whe (by fome) is fuppofed to 
have been the Author and Pen-man of this 
Book; the Hiftorical part whereof in the He- 
brew Original, is fet down in Profes but the 
Difcourfes thereiz coutained, are expreffed in 
' Heroick Verfe , fuitable to the gravity and 
dignity of the'Subje®. 

The Book begins with a defcription of Job’s 
extraordinary Piety and Uprightnefs, and of 
she happy and flourifhing fiate of bis Family 


and Children, which ss followed with the fad- 


and lamentable relation of divers dreadful 


Calamities, which by rhe inftigation of Satan,. 


and wife difpenfation and permiffion of the 
LOR : fuddenly and mene Tit aan 
him in bw Eftate, bis Children, and his own 
Body, befides the reproaches and infultings of 
bis Wife. In all which be gave the highejt 
Marks of @ moft Heroick Patience, which in- 
fread defponding, like the inflexible Palm- 
tree, hardned and raifed it elf under the beavy 
Load of thefe extreme AffliGions, filently ac- 
quiefcing in the Will of GOD. 

Being in this moft deplorable Condition, be 
is vifited by Three of his Friends, Grear and 
Famous Men; to condole with and comfort bim. 
At their firft feeing of him, they fit down by 


bim in filence, not {peaking 2 word, as Men. 


tranfported and overcome wizh the terrour of 
bis Calamities, and rhe bitternefs of bis Sut- 
ferings. But Job az luft, by the Infirmity of 
bis Fleth, breaking ‘forth into violent Com- 
plaints, to that degree as to Curfe the Day of 
his Birth, his Friends take occafion from thence 
to ‘enter upon difcourfe with him: They Re- 
prove him at firft for his too great Impatience, 
and grounding themfelves upon GO D’s Righ- 
‘eoutnels, which fuffers not wicked Men fooner 


or later to go unpunifhed, they will needs ar. 
gue him to be fuch, and upon this Suppofal en- 

ter with bim into a great and important Dif- 

pute: For paffing from their general Thefis 

That GOD punitheth the Wicked, to the Hy- 

pothefis, That Fob was fo, they accufe kim of 
Hypocrifie and Impiety, partly building this 

their Affertion upon the greatnefs of his Snf- 

ferings , and partly upon fome impatient and 

repining Expreffions, which now and then e- 

fcap'd from bim in the excels of bis Grief. 

The main thing they endeavour to make Job 
Senfible of, is, That GOD punifheth none but 
the Wicked, and on the contrary fhowrs down 
the choiceft of his Bleffings upon good and 
godly Men 5 and from thence conclude, That” 
fince Fob by fuch remarkable Fudgments was 
deprived of all his Children, and his Eftate, 
and ftript of all his former Advantages and . 
Heavenly Bleffings, and caft down into mof 
horrible Calamities 5 which (thro human In- 
firmity) ftir'd up and irritated by their bitrer 
Reproaches and fharp Reflexions, did at times 
force fome Difcourfes from him too full of Heat, 
and not fo well digefted as they might bave 
been; they from all thefe drew this unchari- 
table Confequence, That without. doubt he 
was either 2 very Wicked Man, or a moft dif- 
fembling Hypocrite. To this purpofe they al- 
ledge and produce many good and excellent 
Sentences, to confirm their Judgment; which 
tho they were all true in themjelves, and with 
refpe# to the Legal Righteoulnels of GOD, 
he in all his Punifhments fuppofeth Sin, yer 
could not be well apply'd to Job’s Perfon or 
Condition. 

But Job all this while couragioufly defends 
himfelf againft their Attacks, and maintains 
himfelf innocent of the Impiety asd Hypocri-._ 
fie they laid to bis Charge, protefting rbat bis 
former Life bad xever been blemifh'd with 
the one or the other. And as to that Maxim . 
of theirs, upon which they grounded the Super- 
ftruSure of all their Acculations againft bim, ; 
be moft clearly refutes it from datly Expéri- 
ence, which makes it apparent, That GOD 
in this World doth often exercife the beft of 
Men with the rudeit and hardeft Trials and 
Afflittions; whereas wicked Mex (on the con- 

Bz trary) 
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trary) enjoy abundance of Profperity, and do 
rather abound with all outward Ble{fings, than 
groan under the burthen of Miferies and Ca- 
lamities. And thus fupporting himfelf with 
the Witnefs and Seal of the Spirit of GOD in 
bis Confcience, be boldly maintains, That be 
neither is, nor formerly was either 4 Profane 
Perfon or a Hypocrite. 

He owns indeed, that be cannot ftand bis 
ground before the Soveraizn Majefty of the 
Great GOD of Heaven and Earth, as well in 
regard of his abfolute Power, as being nothing 
ix comparifon of kim, but a weak and defpi- 
cable Creature: 45 with refp2t to bis juft 
and fevere Judgment, acknowledging bimfelf 
@ poor and miferable Sinner, who was not aolz 
10 anfwer to one Point of 4a Thoufand, the 
LORD might of right alledge agzinft bim. 
And yet, be moft earneftly silks, That as to 
the Caufe, depending betwen him and bis 
Friends, GO D would be pleafed himfelf to take 
cognizance of it, try it and judge it at the 
Tribunal of bis Juftice. So fully was be per- 
fmaded and convinced in bis Heart of bis 
unfeigned Piety, and bis fincere Uprightnefs 
according to the Covenant of Grace. 

In the mean time it cannot be denied, but 
that Job being provoked by the offenfive, in- 
confiderate , @zd injurious Difcourfes of his 


Friends, be fuffered bimfelf at times to 5e. 


rangely tranfported, fo as t0t{peak of GO D, 
; tr “tp ocaulieace 1 Sey, and 
not with that Reverence ¢s he ought to bave 
done: So that we may f1y with good Reafon. 
That Job's Friends did very well, and with 
Strong and acknowledged Truths defend a very 
bad Caule; and that be (on the contrary) did 
fomerimes ill enough, and with exceutrick 
Motions defend @ very good one. However, 
he-(tood fo firmly in bis own defence, that be 
would never quit bis juft Caule, nor give it 
up to his Friends; who at laft forbearing to 
anfmzr him, Elihu takes up the Argument in 
their ftead, end Anfwers him after another 
manner than they bad done: For he doth not 
properly accufe kim, for having in rime paft 
lived wickedly, Sue reproves him for fome ex- 
orbitant: Expreffions, and ill digelted Afferti- 
ons that bad efcap'd bim in bis Conference. 
with them; as if GOD bad injurd bim in fo 
sudely handling of bim, for (oe Reafons 
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only known to bis fupream Wifdom. 
Wherefore Elihu ner ised; ead eau Job 
to Humility and Repentance, becaufe GOD 
loves to pi forts of bis Grace and’ Mercy to 
poor and miferable Afi&ed ones, that confide 
in bim. He demonitrates (in oppofition to what 
Job bad alledg’d) That GOD never injures a- 
ny Perfon by Chaftizing of him, and that he 
is not accountable or refponfble to any Man 
for what he doth. And againft Job’s Friends 
he proves, That GOD doth not only punith 
the Wicked, but alfo that he. often chaftizeth 
and vifits with Affli€ions fuch as are good and 
holy Men, and that he hath right fo to do. 
He deduceth bis Proofs of thefe Affertions 
from the Nature of GOD, which is All-wite 
All-powerful, azd All-juft, and from bis Sove- 
reign Majelty , which gives bim an incon- 
teftable Empire over all his Creatures, and 
sah mcg a oe agree, and go hand in 
ana with all the other Perfetions of bis Na- 
tare a Effence. i“ ie 
ob acquicfcing in Elihu’s grounded Dif- 
courfe, and peilding to his Resfons, holds es 
pesce, not entring upon any further Contel ; 
and then the LORD appearing -in 2 Whirl- 
wind, reproves Job for having {poke inconfi- 
derately concerning him, proving thu as well 
from bis Divine Properties, as by bis Won- 
derful Works; pitly refpetting the Govern- 
ment of the Univerfe ix general, and partly 
the production and converfation of fome great 
and wonderful Creatures in particular, 
After this Divine Cenfure pronounced a- 
ainft Job, Job ix all humility acknowledgeth 
is Sin, renders unto GOD the Glory duz to bis 
Juftice, and difcovers bis fincere Humiliation 
and Repentance. The LORD afterwards 
very fharply Reproves Job’s Friends, and.com- 
mands them to endeavour a Reconciliation 
with bim, by procuring bis Faithful Servant 
pe intercede Fhe them, whom he re-efta- 
ifbeth. again in bis.former fate j 
his Bleffings upon wad se 
it is not well known bow long this fevere 
Trial of Job lafted. The Jews lo tt continue. 
ed a wholy Year: Somz flortzn the time, which 
again is prolonged by others; but is is not at 
all needful for us to define, what GOD bath 
‘nor been plzafed to reveal to ws in bis Word. 
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F O B upon the Dung-hill. 


Holy Job is tempted by 


the Devil, who deprives him of bis 


Children, and of all that be bad; 


"snd moreover affills bim with painful-Boils and Sores over all bis Body, {paring only 


his Wife, 


Oly job, who is fo famous ia Sacred 
Writ, for his humble Patience, had in 
"| all ‘the ‘former part 

of his Life allied two 
things, whicl are 
very rarely found to- 


‘Tis not certainly known 
when this Hiptery hapned, 
tha it feem pribable that 
it was whilft the Children 
of Mrael_wandred in the gether, viz. a great 
Wildernels. and extraordinary Ver- 
sue, with vaft Riches. He was (faith the 
Scripsure) @ 
fearing GOD. He did not content himfelf 
to avoid all manner of Evil himfelf, but re- 
membring that he was a Fasher, he was very 
forward to inftruét bis Children in the Fear of 
the LORD, and often offered Sacrifices for 
any fecret Séns, and unknown to him, that 
they might be guilty of. 

This Vertue of Fob was a great Eye-fore to 
the Devil, and made him defirous to have a 
fling at him; yea, 
luminate him in the Prefence of GOD him- 
felf, 
Life that he could juftly blame, 
his fecret Intentions, maintaining, 


he flander’d 
That he 


did not ferve GOD, but becaufe ofthe many 
outward Bleffings and Advantages GOD had 


beftowed upon him. 


GOD, to confound this Arch flanderer, and 


to convince him. of his Zyes, gave him leave 
to take away from fob all that he had. The 
Devil made ufe of this Power that was grant- 
ed him, with the utmoft Malice ; and that he 


might at once overwhelm this holy Man with: 
a whole deluge of Miferies and Calamities one’ 


upon the neck of another, he fo order’d it. 
that at one and the fame time his Herds of 
oxen and Afes were taken away by the Sa- 
beans, and his Herd{men kill’d; his Flocks of 
Sheep confumed by Fire from Heaven, toge” 
ther with his Shepherds that had the care of 
them; his Camels carried away by the Chal- 
deans, and all his Children crufhed under the 
Ruins of a Houfe that fell upon them whilft 
they were a Feafting in their eldeft Brothers 
Houfe. 

fob received all thefe difmal Tydings frem 
Meffengers, that followed at the heels of one 
another, and came (asic were) all at once 
crowding in upon him, who with a ftrange 
Conftancy and unfhaken Vertue proftrating 
himielf upon the Ground , worfhipped and 


Man perfet and upright, and . 


he was fo bold as to ca- 


and not being able to find any thing in his: 


whom he made ufe of to provoke bim to Impatience. 


bleffed GOD, uttering thofe words which fince 
are become fo famous; Naked came -J iro the. 
World, and naked fhall I go cut of it again ; 
the LORD gave, and the LORD bath taken 
away, ble{fed be the Name of tke LORD. 
The Innocence this boly Man (preferved ia 
the midft of all thefe terrible and unheard of 
Trials, which only ferved to illuftrate his 
Vertues, and to make them fhine more bright) 
highly enraged this malicious Spirir, who {aw 
himfelf confounded by him, whom he had in- 
tended to confound and conquer: Wherefore 
he again defired power of GOD to affli& him 
in his Body; becaufe he can do nothing againft 
the Saints, but fo far as GOD permits him. 
GOD granted him his demand, that he might. 
the more confound his Malicioufnels, and to. 
make it appear, that there was nothing, but 
was found and fincere in the Vertue of his 
Servant Job. Si cs 
So the Devil {mote Fob with terrible Boils. 
and Ulcers over all his Body, infomuch that 
he was fain to fit down upon the Dungbil}, and: 
with a Potjherd to fcrape off the Matter iffu-. 
ing from the Sores, that cover'd his Body from, 
the Crown of his Head to the Soles of his Feer.. 
Of all his Family there was none left now, fave 
only his Wife, whom the Devil feem'd to 
{pared, not that fhe might be the Comput 
but the Zempter of her. Husband to Impatience: 
and Murmuring againft G O.D: For the judg- 
ing from thefe Difefiers that had befallen-him 
that all his Piety was vain and hypocrital, en- 
deavoured to provoke him to Blajpbemy. 
But Fob, as he had couragioufly ftood it out 
againtt all the dreadful Tryals and Temptati- 
ons to/mpatience, he had been expos'd to by the 
Malice of the Devil ; fo he conftantly refilted 
the ftrokes of her bitter Jongue,; telling ber 
That the, talk’d like a foolifh Woman ; for 
fince they had received good things from the 
hand of GOD, shey ought not to repine and 
grow impatient now that GOD was pleafed to 
difpenfe Afflittions and Sufferings to zhem. 
Which made S. Auflin to admire the Con- 
ftancy of Feb on this occafion, and to declare 
That Job, by refifting the Temptations of bis 
Eve, mas inccmparably more gloricus cn Lis 


’ 


Dungbill; than Adam was hen furrounded 


with all ike Pleafures and Glories of Paradife. 
# N 2 JOR, 


184 E39} JOB... 
JOBS FRIENDS. 


Job inftead of being comforted by: bis Three: Friends: that came to Vifie- bins. 
hath be AffiiGion increafed by their means They concluding bin a 
great Sinner, becaufe of the Difafters that -had hapned to hint 


OB being thus reduced to the condition be- the Innocence -of good and holy Men. For. 

fore mention’d, feem’d to have as great fuffering themfelves to be carried away by. ont- 
a.load of Afflifion and Sorrow upon him, as ward Appearances, that feem’d to favour their . 
was. poffible to fall upon Man; and yet, asif prejudicate Opinions, they were not to be re-. 
all this were not fufticient, a new Trouble is moved from their belief, that Fob was guilty, ; 2 
added to all his other Sufferings, which did as becaufe he was handled like onc that is fo. , : iv Se we ——— 
much: opprels his Mind, as the other were But. GOD at laft avenged the Quarrel of: a ae | 
fenfible to his. Body. his Servant Fob upon thefe his unjuft Friends 3. : 

Three of his Friends, viz. Eliphaz the Te- for his Anger being kindléd againft them , 
manite, Bildad tlie Shubite, and Zopbar, the. he reproached them for the folly of their Dif 
Naamathite, coming to vifit him, and to con- courfes, and declar’d, ‘that he would not par- - 
dole with him for the heavy Fudgments that don this their injurious dealing, or be recon- - 
had “befallen him, and who feeing his ciled to-them, but at the Prayer of him, 
Grief ‘was fo. great, they. rent their Mamtles whom they had taken fo much pains. to prove « 
fprinkled Duft on their. Heads, wept and fat a Sinner and wicked Perfon, 

own by him for 7 Days and Nights not fay- This: Example (fay the Fathers) ought to 
ing aword; at length when. they {pake, fob teach us, never to entertain any finifter Judg- « 
inftead of receiving ‘any folic comfort from ments concerning good and right 


eous Men how - 
them, as. probably he. might have expefted, great and extraordinary foever their Suffecings 
was fain to defend himfelt againft their falfe. may be in this World ; nor to conceive an bigh : 
Reafons and unjuft Thoughts concerning him. effeem for thofe, who being more corrupe. and 
He had nothing to fupport him under the’ ulcerous in their: Souls, than Job: was in his: 
rede Attack, of théir finifter Thouglits con-. Body, when. he fat upon the Dunghill ; : yer « 
cerning him, but the teftimony.of his Confci- abound with all the Honour. and Good things . 
ence, and the inrocence and in:egrity of his. of this Werld. The Judgment-of Faith i Ren. 
paft Lifes; which was that his . indifcreet. nerally. oppokte to that of Senfe. 
Friends would ‘rob him o:, by mainatining, _ Thofe who. Seem, to be outmardly~Rich and: 
That it could not be, but he muft ‘heeds be. Righecous are frequently poor and ee im. 
guilty of great Crimes, becaufe GOD did fo the Eyes of GOD, and thofe who are efpifed, . 
jeverily chaftize him. They made an efti-. gs being poor .and reproached ap Sinners, are. 
mate of GOD"s dealings towards this boly Man, often the more rich in Grace and Vertue in: 
according to their‘carnal.‘and human Judg- the Eyes of him, who fearches the Heart and: 
ments; and they mingled very grave Dil Reins, and from.whom nothing is.bid. 
courfes with their Demonftrances, only to give. - GOD,, at the upfhas of all, juftified bis Sere - 
the greatey a sthority to their Reflections and vant Job i a majt publick and illuftrious man- 
Inyectives againft-him.. | ner, reftoring more Riches and Bleflings to him, .. 
oly Fob {eem'd to be more, conce:n’d and than ever the Devil had taken: from bim.. But . 
troubled tor this laft A MliSion trom his Friends,.. under the New Law, GOD often fuffers bis- 
irom whofe ‘hands im the condition he. was; moff faithful Servants to continue oppreft and: 
he mizht have expeéted better ulage, than for difgrac’d to the end of their :Lives ; becaufe 
all the other Mileries that had overtaken him. — thofe. who will be bis Difciples and Followers, .. 
Hedid his utmoft endeavour to convince them- muft (according ra:the Example of . Jefus.Chrift : 
of their miftake, ‘and by Reafons and Inftan- . and the Saints his Members) not be afraid of,.. 
ces to rectifie their mifapprehenfious ; but alk or. apprehend any Evils; fave only -tbofe : that 
was to no purpoie, they thewing by their Ex- . defile and burt the Soul 3 nor efteem any. Good : 
ample, ‘how dangerous it is for Men to Juffer, - things or Rewards, but Such as .are Spiritual. 
thenfelves to he Leaven’d by-bad.Impreffions. ‘Invible,, avd-Eternal, . 
2nd. to entertain finifter- Thoughts concerning - TURE). 
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erHis Book has been always accounted 

(by the Church of GOD) amonzit the 
reft of the Canonical Books of the Cid Tefta- 
ment, asa rich Jewel, whofe price and value 
cannot well be conceived, much lefs fully ex- 
prefled in Writing, or by Word of: Mouth. 
Some have called it, The Chriftians Garden of 
Pleafure, Rored with moft odoriferous Flow:rs 
and exquifite Fraits. Others have. term‘d it 
his Magazine and Armory, where he is furni- 
thed with Arms of Proof, for all Combats what- 
foever.’ Others again, his Exchequer and Trea- 
fury, Sd with choice Riches. Others, an 
Apothecaries Shop, ftor’d with excellent Medi- 
caments and irifallible Remedies againft the 
various: Maladies of his Soul. Others have 
confider’d it as the Anatomy of 4 Believer, an 
exquifite Mirror of the inconceivable Grace of 


the whole Bible; that is, of the Law and Go- 
feel, and of-the true knowledge of GOD, and 
of his pnre Worfhip. For it contains many 
faving - Inflrufliens ‘concerning the Effence of 
GOD, and of the Holy Trinity, the Properties 
of his Nature, his Eternal Counfel, his oly 
Word, his Wonderful Works; thofe efpecially 
of his Beneficence and Mercy towards his Church, 
and of his juft Fudgments upon the Workers of 
Iniquity. 

Here alfo is: Treated, of the Petfow and 
Office of the- Meffiah, that is, Our’ Saviour 
JESUS CHRIST3 of his Eternal Peity, 
his Incarnation, Sufferings, Death, Refurre- 
dion, Afcenfion to Heaven, his Sitting at the 
Rigkt Hand of his Father, and of the . extent 
and propagation of his Kingdom throughout 
the Nations of the World, by the. Preaching 
of his Holy Gofpel: As likewife concerning 
the fad and deplorable ftate of Man under. 
Sin, of the Nature and Condition of Regee 
aeration, of True Repentance, of the Love and 
Fear of GOD 3 asallo of the Nature of 7rue 
Faith, of Trufting in Him alone, and how we. 
ought not to glory, but in Him; of the Cer- 
tainty of Salvation;. of the. continual War 
between the. Ficjb and Spirit; asalio con- 
cerning the Catholick Church, gathered both. 
of Fems and Gentiles 5 of Ecclefiaflical Difci- 
pline 5 the Communion of Saints, the Forgive- 
aes of Sins, the Refurrettion. of the wody,; 
and: of Life Ererudh... . 


GOD ; and a perfe& and full Compendium of . 


[1337 Bs 
The CONTENTS ofthe Book of PSALMS, _ 


Befides all which, we find in this Book all 
manner of Spiritual Exercifes of Piety , as- 
Patterns and Forms of Praifing the Holy Name 
of GOD3 of giving Thaxls tor bis Benefits ; 
of Promifes and Vows, in acknowledemenc 
and gratitude for Mercizs received; oj a 

reat number of fervent and earneft Prayers, 
for whatloever can concern the.Giory of GOD, 
and the Intereft of Belivers, as well in generad 
as particular, elpecially in all manner of 
Crofts, Calamitizs, and Affidions; with 
abundance of holy Meditations, {olid and 
powerful Comforts, and efficacious Arguments, 
to ftrengthen usin Faith, Patience, Hope,and 
all other Divine Vertues and Graces. Infor 
much that we cannot conceive any Condi- 
tion a Believer may be in here in this Life » 
whether of Profperity or Adverfity, of . Temps 
tation or Deliverance, of Fighting or Vifory, 
of Leaith or Sicknefs, but he will meet with 
in tkis Book an Entertainment fuitable to it, 
to the quieting of his Confcicnce, and advance-. 
ment of his Salvation. 

And whereas in the other Books of Holy ° 
Writ, GOD reprefents to us how he is pleafed 
to {peak to. his Church; In this he teacheth 
us, how we ought to fpeak to him; there be- 
ing no Counfel in time of Difficulty, nor. Sup- 
port in Afflittion, nor Camfort in Sorrow, nor 
Praifes and Elevations of Foy, . wherewith he 
doth not fill the Hearts and Mouths of, kis 
Children, in the Meditation of thefe Sacred 
Poems,which,by tle Efficacy of the Holy Spirit, . 
accompanying the Mujfick and Expreffions: of 


.them, excite in their Souls holy fallies and 


flights from thefe Houfes of Clay, to. the 
Manfion of Glory. Infomuch, that whatever 
hath been faid of the Efficacy of Mufick, -in 
exciting all the different Paffions and Affe&i- 
ons of Man, affwaging Grief and appeafing 
Anger, and all other Troubles of the Mind, 
may ina more eminent manner be attributed 
to the Divine Charms of David’s. Myftical 
Harp. 

There isno Evil Spirit;-whom this Mufick 
Goth not drive away; no Stoncsywhich it doth. 
not move 5 no Forefis, which it doth not fhakey 
no oo over which it-doth vot triumph. 


‘Wherefore every Chriflian, tow eminentand . 


profperous foever his Condition may be ought: 
to.Read. and Meditate this Book- with ZEree 
Appli-.. 


1$2 
Application in order to accuftom himfelfto 
the pecular /yle and language of the Sprvis of 
GOD, which is there made ufe of 5 beinz af- 
dured that when he has once well relithca the 
wwoonder-working effica:> ind fweetne/s of it, 
that it will be to his Saud asa ee and 
reviving Dew, which will make him fret and 
flourijbing, and fruitful ia allgocd Weris, 
and will find no greater pleafvre, than in 
carrying it in his Heart, Mouth and Hands, 
asan affured Prefervative and never failing 
Antidote again the malignant Contagion 
ofthe World, and the Corruption that reigns 
in it. To which purpofe alfo this holy Book 
is frequently recommended to us by the Holy 
Spirit in the Old Teftament, as well as by our 
Saviour Fefus Chrift and his Apofles in the 
New; which, by the {pecial Wifdom and 
‘ Goodnefs of GOD, has been configned to the 
Church in the form of Aymus or Songs, to 
_ make them the more taking, as well as of a 
more familiar ufe, and more eafie to be re- 
membred. 

The Hebrews has given this Book the Title 
of TEHILLIM, or by way of Contradion 
TILLIM, that is to fay, Alymus or Songs of 
Praife, becaufe a great part of the Pfalms are 
fo ; this Book indeed being nothing elfe, but 
a Colleion of Songs truly Spiritual, which 
have been dictated by Divine Infpiration, to 
teach us to praife and celebrate the Name of 
the LORD, as we ought. The Greek Inter- 
preters of the Old Teftament, have called this 
Book by the Name of a Pfalter or Pfalms, 
which word the Sacred Pen-men of the New 
Teftament have likewife retained, which af 
terwards has been alfo adopted by the Latiz 


‘The Contents of the Book of PSALMS, é. 


Tranflators, as likewife by thofe of all other 
Chriflian Nations.; and particularly alfo by 
our laft Tranflators of the Bible, tho’ indced 


the Greek word psculiarly denotes thofe holy : 
Songs which were plaid with the Fingers on 
Stringed Inflruments, according to the pra-* 


ice of the Old Teftament in the Tabernacle 
and Temple. Thele holy Hymns are common: 
ly called The Pfaims of David, becaule Da- 
wtd endowed by the Holy Spirit, with this 
particular Gift (as is faid 2 Sam. 23. 1,2.) of 
Compofing the Sweet Songs of Ifrael, was the 
Author of the greateft part of them; the reft 
of them having been compofed by other Pro. 


~~? 


phets and Men of GOD, as Mofes, Afaph, &e, 


The whole being fince put together by Ezra 
(as it is fuppofed) after the Babylonifh Capti- 


vity, into one Body, in the fame Method as — 
we have them now, wherein the order of . 


Time, when each Aymn or Pfalm was made, is 
not obferved. 

The Fews have divided this Book (which is 
alfo called the Book of Pfalms by our Saviour 
Fefus Chrift, Luke 20, 42.) into five Parti- 
tions, whereof the firft ends with the 41 
Pfalm, whichis concluded with Amen and A- 
men; the fecond with the end of the 72d 
Pfalm, which alfo ends with Amen and Amen, 
with thefe Words, The Prayers of David the 


Son of Jeffe are ended; the third ends with : 


Pfalm 89, and is likewife concluded with /- 
men and Amen the fourth with the 106th 


Pfalm, whofe Conelufion is Amen, Hallelujah 3 


and the sth Partition with the 1soth or laf 
Pfalm, which ends with Hallelujab, this is to 
fay, Praife the LORD. 


The Contents of the P ROVERBS of Solomon, 


His Book, asthe Title of it imports, con- 
T tains a great number of exquifite Sex- 
tences, Holy and full of Inftruction, Pen’d by 
King SOLOMON, from the Inipiration of the 
étoly Spirit (who had adorned him with an 
extraordinary Wifdom, as well in Divine as 
éZuman matters) and which GOD, of his 
great Goodneis, has been pleafed thould be 
preferv'd in Writing, for the common and 
perpetual Inftru@ion of his Church. It treats 
of the Divine and True Wifdom3 of the Fear 
of GOD, and of the Supream good of Man. 
In it we find many excellent Lejfows concern- 
ing our Duty to GOD, to our Neighbour, and 

sour Selves, in whatioever ftate or condition 


any may be in the World, together with con- 
fiderable Promiles of Happinefs and Life in this 
prelent World, as wellas in that which is to 
come. And ail this interlaced with faithful 
Warnings again all forts of Sins contrary to 
the firit and fecond Table of the Law of GOD 
and particularly againft Whoredom and Adus- 
tery. So that this Book may with good Rea- 
fon be accounted, 4x overflowing Fountain 
with faving Inttruions, about all things that 
may ferve 10 condut? and form us to a Life and 
Converfation, Wile, Religious, and Well- 
pleafing to GOD, i any Calling whatfoever, 
whether common or particular, publich or pri 
vate. Whercfore alfo this Book ought to be 

highly 


_ 





s 


The Contents of the PROV ERBS OF Solomox. 


tohly and carefully recommended to all Chri- 
ed as containing the moft perfeé& and ful- 
let Moral Inftruftions they can have, as infi- 
nitely tranfcending whatfoever the £eathen 
philofophers, and Wife Men of the World, have 
ever been able to comprize or fet down in 


Writing concerning Wifdom, the Nature of | 


Man, the Supream Good, Verse and Vice, Oc. 
As to what concerns the Collection of all 
' thefe Sentences into one Book, it feems that 
' Solomon, according as appears from the excel- 
lent Introduétion andPreface compriz’d in the 
' 9 firft Chapters, which conta:n litle elfe but 
1 the Praifes of the Divine Wifdom in general, 
' and in particular of our LORD Fefus Chrift, 
‘ who is the Word and Eternal Wi/dom of the 
» Father, has Pen’d them himfelf as-far as the 
- asth Chapter, and that the following Chap- 
‘ ters, from 2§ to 30, were Colletted and 
Tranfcribed by the Command of good King 


The Contents of the Book 


Any. Learned Men are of Opinion, that. 

M Sone wrote this Book in his Old 
, Age, towards the end of his Life, after that 
“he had repented of his fearful Apoftacy from 
the pure Worfhip of GOD, to that of Idols; 

! and therein declares by the Infpiration of the 


Holy Ghoft, and before the whole Church of 


GOD, the great forrow and regret he had 
conceived for his Life, moft earneftly de- 
telting it as mere Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, 
uncapable of affording a Man any true Peace, 
or folid content of Mind, much lels of leading 
him to the Enjoyment of the Supream Good 
and Eternal Salvation. His aim and defign 


‘allo is, to condu& all others by his Example: 


to Gcdlinefs and Vertue. To this purpofe he 


fir of all gives a detcription of the whole. 


courfe of his Life, and that whereou he had 
chiefly founded his delight and {atisfaction. 


Afterward he relates, how he alfo had been a. 


great Obferver of the Lives and Converfation 
of Men, and examined the feveral things they: 
employ their Studies about, and for which 
they endeavour with the greateft application, 
as fuppofing to find Bore: and Contezs in 
them, and that he had found them all to be 


Vanity, and {uch as engaged Men in Sin and. 


‘Prophanenefs. . Furthermore, he declares and 
poliively afferts, That the World, its good 
things, Pleafures, Accidents, Vi:iffitude, Or- 
cers and Cuftoms being all Vicious, or at 


leaf corrupt .and tainted by .the: Vanity Sin. 


3'§ 
Hezckiak, whilt he was reforming Matters ; 
relating to Religion and Piety, which were fal- 
le to decay during the Reizn of fome of his ; 
Predecefiors, out of Solomen’s own Memoirs, 
or of fome other holy and famovs Man, ine . 
{pired’by the //oly Spirit. The zoth Chapter - 
contains the Words of /gur ; and the laitChap- 
ter, the Inftrudtions which Solomon's Mother 
gave to him, which he not only received and 
approv’d of, but alio thought fit to tranfmit 
them to the Church of GOD, for the general 
inftruétion of all. e 

And tho’ this Book do not contain all the 
2000 Proverbs uttered by Solomon, of which . 
mention is made in the Fir/t Book of the Kinzs, 
Chapter 4. Verfe 323 yet it contains the Sum _ 
and Marrow of them, and all that GOD- 
thought fit fhould be confizned to the ufe and 
perpetual Edification of the Church threngh- 
out all Ages. 


of ECCLESIASTES. 


has introduced into it; That becaufe all 
things in it are vanifhing in their continuance, 
uncertain in their Condu@, unequal in their 
tenor, and devoid of any durable Felicity; 
a Wife Man muff not place his hopes in them, 
or fix his Heart upon them, fo-as paffionately - 
to defire the. good things in it, or think to-2- 
mend or avoid allits diforders and evils; but: 
that he ought moderately.to rejoyce himfelf; 
Without vexasion or coverunfnefs,-but yet with: 
care and diligence in his Jawful Calhing, in the - 
fhort and temporary Enjoyment of the Bleffings 
he hath reccived from the Liberal Hand of 
GOD, conforming his Motions of Joy or Sor- - 
row, according to the variety of Times and 
Accidents, that happen in this Life by the 
Difpenfation of the 4ll-wife Providence of 
GOD, who governs and difpofeth all things 
in this World as beft pleafes him-; and that 
they are not at all fubject to thé uncertainty 
and hazard of Chance, as {ome mott falfly ima-- 
gine. And Jait of all, he exhorts-all Men to. . 
give up and refign themfelves to the Condu& 
of true Wifdom, by fearing GOD fincerely, . 
obeying him: faithfully, and by conftantly ap- 
plying themfelves to all manner: of Good - 
Works; fetting continually before their Eyes, . 
efpecially whilft ‘they are yet young, vigorous . 
and healthy, the uncertainty of this’ Life, the. 
unavoidable certainty of Death, the-terrour 
of the juft Judgment of GOD, and the Joys - 
of Esernity ::So. that this Book may. well.of 
right. 
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right be called, The Treafure of Maxims and 
Inftruions concerning true Felicity, and the 
chief good of Man. 

Asto what concerns the Title or Jnfeription 
of this Book, it is called Koheleth in Hebrew, 
and in Greek, Ecslefiaftes. This word Kohe- 
2:th, which we donot meet with in the whole 
Scripture, except in this Boot, comes from 
the Root Kabal, which fignifies, Jo Afem- 
Ele or Call together: fo that this word fiz- 
mies a Perfon or Soul which Gathers or Calls 
orbers together : For indeed all Mea are in 
their own nature, as poor Sheep that are 
wandring and Soft; but GO D fends his Ser- 
wants as fo many good Shepherds, to affemble 
and call them together from their ffrayings. 
Some conclude this word to be one of the 


of the Song of Solomon. 


Names of Solomon, who was alfo called Fedi- 
diab and Lemuel; and one thing that inclines 


them to this Opinion is, becaufe this Word, . 


tho’ it beof a Feminine termination, is not: 
withftanding joyned to a Mafculine Verb, Amar 
Kobeleth. And as to the Greek word Ecclefi- 
aftes, that fignifies properly a I'reacher ; which 
is not to be underftood, as if Solomon had 
publickly Preached before the People, but be- 
caufe in this Book he fets forth an excellent 
Sermon or Homily, full of moft edifying M- 
ftruftions and Exhortations. Others again 
underftand by this word,one who by 2 publick 
Difcourfe in the Church, publickly confeffeth 
the Sins he hath committed, and teltifies his 


Sincere Repentance, which was the Cuftom of 


the Primitive Church. 


The CONTENTS of the Song of SOLOMON. 


He Author of this Book is SOLOMON, - 


who indi@ed it under the Condu& and 
Intpiration of the Holy Ghoff. Ic is called 
by way of Excellence the Song of Songs; 
‘becaufe it is the higheft and divineft Strain 
of all thefe many Aymus which that Wife 
King compofed in his life-time, and is a kind 
of Epithalamium or Nuptial Poem, made up 
of divers parts upon the Spiritual Marriage, 
which Chri? has been pleafed to Contra& 
with his Church, It is made in form of a 
Dialogue between Fefus Chrift as the Bride- 
gros, and the Church as his Spouje, under 
the Type, or at leaft upon occafion of the 
Marriage .confummated between King Solo- 
mon and the Daughter of Pharaoh King of 
Egypt; as was alfo the asth Pfalms and 
accordingly, fometinies we fhall find here the 
friends and Bridemzn of the Bridegreom, as 
well as the Bridemaids and Companions of 


the Bride, brought in as . Juterlocuzors in this 


Lily and Myftical Poem. 
. By the friends of the Bridegroom we may 


underftand the. good and holy Prophets of 


the Off Teficment, the Apafiles of the New, 


and generally all faithful Paflors and Teachers: 


of the Church; and by the Brides Compa- 


wiozs we may underftand all thofe who fin- . 


cerelv conieis the Name of Fefus Chrijf, and 
profeis his true Doérin : But under the Names 
of Bridegrom and Bride is reprcfented here 


in figured and all:gorical Expreffions, the great : 


and ardene Jove of Fefus Chrift towards his 


Sppife, which. is the Char ch, and the great - 


e ‘ 
‘ 


Benefits the receives from him, and -how vehe- 
mently the Spouje, the oly Church, doth 
Janguifh and pant after her. deareft Bride. 


£room, till the be indiffolubly and eternally. 


united to him in Heaven. In this Book is 
allio reprelented the Condition and Contftitu- 
tion of the Church of GOD upon Earth, her 
Duties, Vertues, Blemifbes and Defeds. 

The F21ifh Rabbies would not permit that 
any perfon, who had not attained to the age 


of Thirty years, fhould read the firft three — 


Chapters of Genefis, the beginning and end 
of Ezekiel, or this Song of Solomon: And 
tho’ perhaps there may have been tco much 
of Superftition in this their Probibition, yet 
it is not without caufe, that we are carefully 
warned by the Ancient Dofors, as well of the 
Synzgegue as of the Church, that a man mutt 
{trip himfelf of all fenfual Thoughts, and 
carnal Affetions, when he applies him(elf to 
the Reading and Meditating on this Book ; 
and that he that would underftand the deep 
Myfteries therein contain’d, to hjs Edification 
and Comfort, muft come to it with 2 matare, 
fetled and enlightned Fudgment, and with 
{piritmal Thoughts and holy Affedtions. For 
tho’ the Expreffiohs herein made ufe of, are 
drawn from the tender and honeft Affettions, 
which contraceand knit chaft and holy ar- 
riages here on Earth, and fo (tho’ more in- 
dire&ly ) ferveto recommend the fame ; yet 
becaule the “oly Ghoft is pleated to reprefent 


.to us ( under thele Notions ) fuch high tran‘ 
ecendent and adorable Myfteries, we muft have 
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4 fpecial care not-to profane or defile them 
by 2 carnal and corrupt Senje. 

Wherefore ffe that is in good earneft de- 
firous to profit and -edifie himfelf by this 
more than excellent and divine Poem, muft 


bring -along with him a great Purity of 
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Heart, and a Soul wholly on Fire with the 
Srosety Love of F2fuss and if fo, he will not 
fail to meet with the moft illuminating Jnftru- 
ions and furpaffing Comforts that can be, 
to his great and unutterable Joy and Satis- 
faction. 


The CONTENTS of the Prophecy of the Prophet ISATAH. | 


FSAIAH is the firftand chiefelt of the 

greater Prophets, as well in regard of the 
.excellent Matter he treats of; as of his a:imira- 
ble, fublime and raifed Style. In the 12 firft 
Chapters of this Book of his Propbefies, he 
treats of feveral Heads which particularly 
concern the Fews, whom he Cenfures and 
Reproves boldly, Teaches excellently, Exherts 
ferioufly, and Comforts pathetically. From 
the 13th Chaprer unto the 2oth, he fets 
down thole -Propbefies which regard Foreign 
Nations and People, that were Enemies to the 
Fewilh Nation, as likewife fome relating to 
the 10 Tribes, who had divided themfelves 
from Fudabh and Benjamin, denouncing very 
fevere Fudgments and heavy Punifhments 
-againft them: Amonzft which notwithftand- 
ing are mingled very comfortable Promifes of 
the Grace and Mercy of GOD to thofe who 
Repent, whereof they fhould be made par- 
takers by having an Eye to the Meffizh, that 
was tocome. From Chapter 29th to Chapter 
'36th, is {poken concerning the deftrudion 
of Ferufalem by. the Babylonians, and of the 
Captivity or Tranfportation of the Fews out 
of their own Country to Babylon s which are 
enterlaced with feveral excellent and comfor- 
table Paffages, concerning the Reign of Chrift. 
From the 36th to 
corded the Hiftory of King Hezekiah, taken 
out of 2 King. 18. and 2 Chron. 32. From 
the goth to the 49th Chapter, the Prophet 
foretels the Coming of Fefus Cbrift, and the 
Spiritual Deliverance of his Church 5 Figured 


‘by the Deliverance of the Fews from the Cap-. 


tivity of Babylon by King Cyrus, as alfo their 
Reftauration and Settlement in their own 
Country. From the 4gth Chapter to the 
End of the Book, are fet down feveral very 
clear Propbefies concerning the Perfon and 
Office of Fefus Chrift and his Kingdom, which 
fhould be extended erenstent all the World; 
of his Paffion, his Death and Soins : 
as alfo of the Preaching of the Gofpel, and 
the Calling of the Gentiles, who were to be 
jeyning and incorporated with his People the 


the goth Chapter, is Re 


Fewss in like manner, concerning the great 
Benefits and Priviledges Chrift has purchafed 
for his Ele and the Condition of the Church 
of GOD, as wellhere upon Earth, as in the 
Life to come. All which things the Prophet 
defcribes with fo much clearnefs and evidence, 
that hefeems rather to write a Hiftory of 
things paft and done, than a Prophecy of things 
to come. Which is the Reafon why fome of 
the Ancient Fathers were of Opinion, That 
Jfaiah might with as much right be called 
an Evangelift, as a Propber, becaufe in many 
places he {peaks as clearly concerning the 
Perfon, Office and Miracles of Fefus Chrift, 
many Hundred years ‘before his Incarnation, 
as the Apoftles and Dottors of the New 
Teftament have done fince ; upon which account 

alfo he is called by fome the sth Zvangelift. 
As to what concerns the Perfon of J/aiab, 
“tis cenerally held, That his Father Amos was 
Brother to Azariab King of Fudabs fo that 
this Prophet, as to his Extraflion, was an 
illuftrious Perfon, as being a Prince of the 
Blood: GOD’s method always having been 
to Call Perfons of all forts of Conditions to 
the Propbetical Office , as well thofe of the 
higheft, as of the loweft Quality. As to the 
Time in which he Prophefied, it appears by 
the Grit Verfe of the firlt Chapter of this 
Book, that he Prophefied in the davs of 
Usziah, Forhan, Abaz and Llezekizh, Kings 
of Fudah. And if we compute the years of 
the Reigns of thefe 4 Kings, we mutt con- 
clude, that //aiah Prophefied at leaft 45 or 
§o years, beginning them with the laft year 
of ‘Uzziah (in which year he faw the Vifion 
that is defcribed Chap. 6. ) and ending them 
with the r4th year of King Hezekiah ; 
in which the Ambaffadors of the King of 
Babylon came to congratulate his Recovery, 
as may be feen Chup. 39. and 2 King. 20- 
But if the Prophet J/aiab (as fome affirm ) 
lived till the Reign of King Manaffith, by 
whofe Command he was Sawn afunder, it will 
follow that he Preached 60 or 64 years ; and 
confequently,that he lived toa very great Age. 
Aa ISAIAH 
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ISATAH THE PROPHET. 
— Goncerning the Prophet 1S AIAH. 


He Prophet Haiab, who. is the firft in 
T order of all the Prophets, may allo 


xs 
Z 


endued with, before they engagé themfelves. 


"watt 
in that Sacred Funition, and how earneftly 


ss 


ys 


uron other accounts 
be efteemed the firft 
and chiefeft’ of them 
all: His Reyal Ex- 
tration , ( being a 
‘Prince of the Blood ) his excellent Pizty, his 
inimtable and divine Eloquence, and his clear 
difcovery of Things to come, do all agree to 
make him a Man altogether extraordinary. 
He {peaks with that clearnefs and perfpicuity 


Jfaiab began to Prophecy 
iN the ron of the World 
3219, before Chrift 785, 
ard Prophefied above an 
hundred years, 


of Fefus. Chriftand his Church, that he hath. 


alivays beea moft juftly efteemed to be an 
Evangelift, rather than a Prcphet 3 and an 
f7iftcrian, who related Matters paft and done, 


than a Man who foretold Things that were. 


not to come to pafs till many Ages after... 
Amongft- other Viftous this holy Prophet 
had, the .followinz was one of the moft ‘con- 
fiderable.. GOD appeared to him in his 
Miajefty, and ( to-ufe the words of St. Fobn the 
Evangelift ) He faw the Glory of GOD, who 
fat upon a high Throne, furrounded axi;h tbe 
eraphims , rho cried to one anothsy, ( or if 
you will, Anfwered to one anothe “as jn a 
Conforé, that Divine Hymn which 7! church 
Hill fings in her holy Service ) Holy . *aaly ! 
f1oly LORD GOD of & fts, Heaven and*Barth 
are full of thy Glory I* ad 
_ Afaish, at this clear-and full. view of the 
Divine Majefly, abated hinfelf in the deepeft 
humility, .acknowledeing himfelf to be a 
Man of imptire lips, and therefore unfit 
euher to fee himfelf, or to declare to others 
the great thinzs GOD had vouchfated to thew 
un.o him. Whilft he was thus complaining 
of his own Unworthine/s, one of the Sera- 
dbims that-was about the Thor, took a Live- 
toal from the Alrir, and flew with it to-J/2izh, 
ait toucted his Zips therewith ailuring him; 
that. by that means his Jviquity was taken 
away and his Siv's purged. ~ ‘ 
As foon as he had received this Affurance 
from the -fgel, and perceived in himfel: :he 
effet of this Divine Fire, he perccived him- 
felf readily , to preach and. delare .to the 
People, whatfoever it fhould pleafe GOD to 
charge him with: This holy Propbee (as the 
Farbers tell us ) teaches tne Minifters of the 


Colyel, bow great.a Purity they ought to be. 


they ought to beg of GOD, That he would be 
pleafet zo fend down from Heaven not-only a 
Live-coal, ashe did to this Prophet; ‘but: (as. 
S. Bernard faith ) A whole Fire, for to refine 
ire and make them as pure as they ought 
to be. 

Jfaiah the Prophet (according to: the Tra-. 
dition of the Fews and Futhers of the Church) 
died, after he had fucceeded an hundred years, 
in the Perjecution raifed by King Manafleth,- 
who caufed him to be Sawed afunder witha. 
Wooden-Saw, that he might take away his 
Life by the moft violent Pains that could be 
invented. The Death of this Saint, fo pre- 
cious in the Eyes of GOD, is exprefly recorded 
in the Epiftie to the Hebrews, where the 
Apoftle expreflethhimfelf in thefe terms, con- 
cerning the Vcrtues and Sufferings of the holy 
Prophets and Martyrs; They were tortured, 
not accepring of deliverance, that they might 
obtain @ better Refurretion 5 others had trials. 
of Mockings and Scourgings, of Bonds ans- 
Imprifonment ; they were Stoned, they were 
Sawn afunder, they were Tempted, they were - 
Jlain with the Sword s:.they wandred abcut in: 
Sheepskiis and Goatskins , being deftitute,. 
afflitted, and tormented, of whom the World: 
wis not worthy, 

And Fefvs Syrach, the Author of Ecclefiafti« 


evs, gives Commendation of this holy Pro- 


- phet in thefe words; Hezekiah did the things. 


that pleafed the LORD, and was flrengthned 
in the ways of David bis Father, as Uaiah: 
bad commanded bim, who was a great Pro- 
Phet, and faithful in bis Vifion. In bis days 
the Sun went backward , and be lengrbned 
the Kings Life: He faw ( by an excellent gift 
of the Spirit ) what fhould come to pafs at the 
lait, and he comforted thofe that Mourned in 
Zion: LHe fhewed what fhould come to pafs for 
ever, till the end of Time,. and secret things : 
beforz ever they bapned. 

Butt there is no need to add more Teftimo--- 
nies,in praife of this holy Proper, they that 
read his Prophecy as they ought, will find the: 
teftimnony of the Spirit of GOD, proclaiming 
him a great and true Prophet indeed, and con- 
firming the truth of his Propbefies by an-incone - 
teltable Evidence and Demonftration. 


- 


a HE: 





“The CONTENTS of the Book of the 
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Prophet JEREMIAH. 


He Prophet feremiah has fet down in this 
Book, by the Command ot GOD and 
the Infyiration .of the Holy Spirit, not only 
the Prophefies which he declared or preached 
-with an holy Zeal,extraordinary Bold nefs,and 
-exemplary conftancy, for the {pace of 4oYears, 
during the Reigns of Fofiah, Fehoahaz, Feho- 
jakim, Febojakin (who is alfo called Fechoniah, 
and Conish) and Zcdekiah, to the Feri Na- 
tion; but alfo many Events ‘and Paflages, 
proper to inftru& and edifie the Church of 
GOD, as well as to confirm his “rophefies. 
In his Preaching he generat reproves an 


cenfures the Ferrs, ina very fharp and free- 


- manner, becaufe of their great and abominable 

Sins, and exhorts them very ferioufly and pa- 
thetically to Repent and Turn to GOD. And 
forafmuch as they, trom the higheft to the leaft 
gave no hopes to expect their. Converfion, as 
endeavouring rather by their Excelfes to fill 
up the ‘Meafire of their Sins 3 he foretels arid 
denounces to them the moft Dreadful Judg- 
ments of GOD, which were ready to overtake 
them,particularly the Deffruttion of ferufelem, 
the Temple, and thei: Couvtry, by the Arms of 
the King of Babylon ; together with their Cap- 
tivity in’ Babylon, the Continuance thereof, 
and all the Calamities annexed to that State 5 
all which he moft lively reprefents to them,as 
in a Looking-Glafs, that flatter’d not, as well 
for the conviction of the Jmpenitent and Ke- 
bellious, as for the Inftruéticn and Warning of 
the Fut, with. Words of a fingular Emphafis 
and Energy, ratified and fealed by manifold 
Divine Signs and Tokens, by his Serious 
Mourning, Compaffionate Lamentations, and 
earneft Prayers, mingled with bitter Tears, 
and fad Complaints, as forefeeing the ap- 
proaching Gilemente which like 2 Deluge 
were ready to overwhelm them, and which 
(not long after, to his great Heart-breaking) 
he was fain to be a Speétator of. 

And, onthe other hand he is not wanting 
to comfort and ftrengthen the {mall afflicted 
Remainder of Repenting and Believing Souls, 
partly by very comfortable and clear Propke- 
fies concerning their Deliverance trom the 
Captivity of Babylon, their Return to th<ir 
- own Country, and other Favours GOD would 


beftow upon them; which he perfpicuoufly 
fets be‘ore their Eyes, and backs wich many 
Divine Signs, and Wonderful Vifions ; and 
alio by many horrible Judgments denounced 
avainft their Enemies that had affli@ed them, 
and efpecially againft that Proud and Tyran- 
nical Babylon, being an exprefs Figure of the 
Myftical Babylon of the New Teftam-nt; but 
more particularly by very exprefs and clear 
Prophefies, concerning the Spiritual Delive- 


-rance of God's People by the Meffisb, Our 


Lord Fefus Chrift; concerning whole Perfon, 
Office, his Covenant of Grace, the Preach- 
ing of the Golpel, the Catholick Church 
compos’d of Fews and Gentiles, and of the 
Salvation and abundant Bleffing of that 
Church (as well Triumphant as Military) he 
Prophefies amply, glorionfly, and moit com- 
fortably. 

As to the Events and other Paffages the 
Prophet relates in thisBonk, they partly re- 
{peé his own Perfon, viz. what Sufferings he 


‘expos’d himfelt' to by thele Preii@ions, trom 


Kitigs, Princes, Priefts, Falte Prophets and 
Common-People, and more partic. larly from 
his ov «: { ellow Citizens of Anarkotb; how GOD 
gracx ily ftrengthne4 him in his Weaknefs, 


preferv'd-him in Dar . :rs, and laftly deliver’d 


him out of P. ifon by the Bzéylonians, and how 
not lon: after, ‘when he was to go to Babylox 
with other of ‘his Country-men that were car- 
rying Captives thither,he wasfet at liberty by 
King Nebuchadnegzar’s General,and very kind- 
ly treated by him; alfo ot his going to Prince 
Gedaliat whom the King of Babylon had made 
-Governor over the Land; and how aiter Ge- 
daliah had been traiteroufly Murtherd by 
Ifvmael, he was (together with Bartch) car- 
ried into Egypt by thole Rebellious Fes that 
had kilP?d Gedaliab, where he continued ix 
much Sorrow with them, foretelling their ut- 
ter ruine and deftruation, becaule of their in- 
cortizible Obftinacy and Rebellion ; for which 
good Service, (as fome ancient Writers tell us) 

they Stoned him at laft. a 
But belides thefe things concerning his.own 
Perion,he alfo fets down the aétual accomplifh- 
ment of feveral of his Prophefies, as the Siege 
of Ferujalem by the Babylonians, the miferable 
A az ftate 
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flate of the City during the Siege, the taking 
and deftruétion of the City, of the Temple 
and Country, and the carrying the People 
Captive to Babylon, and what became of the 
Sfews that were left ii Fudeaand Egypt. - 
The Prophet feremtab began to Prophecy 
the third Year of King Fofiab as I, 2) 
who was the Grandchild of Manaffeb, under 
whom fome think thatthe Prophet //aiab was 
Savon in pieces, Amon’s Reign of 2 Years only 
interceding between tholfe two Kings, fo that 
tteremiah followed foon after //aiah. But how. 
long Ferewiah Prophefied after the Deftrndi- 


on of Ferufalem, among the Fens, which ré» 
mained in Fudea, and afterwards in Egypr, is 
uncertain. This only is remarkable, That 
Feremiah under Zedekizh at Ferufalem,amongit 
the ews which were lett in Fudea,and Ezekiel 
in Babylon, amongft thofe that were carried 
away Captives with Febojachim,. did both of 
them Prophecy at the fame time thie-very fame: 
Things concerning the Deftiuction of Ferujz. 
Jem, the. Temple, and whole Country, and both 
of them alfo furvived to be Eye-witnefles of 
the accomplifhment. of their Prophefies and 
Denunciations. 


The Contents of the Lamentations of JER EMIA H.. 


His Book. bears.the Title of LAM E N- 

. TATIONS, which feems to be taken 
from 2 Chroi. 35. 25. and fufficiently informs 
us concerning the Subje& Matter it contains, 
viz. the dolorous Con:plaints which the. Pros 
phet makes in his own Name, and of the 
whole Church, upon. oceafion of the Lamen- 
table Defolation of the Kingdom of Fudab 
and City of Ferufalem, as well as the moft de- 
plorableftate and condition of the Fews, who 
in vait Numbers were deftroy’d by War, Fa- 
mine and Peftilence. And iscompofed of fuch 
exquifite and Emphatical. Words, and con- 
ceived in fo excellent, fublime.and moving a 
Style, that no Writings whatfoever of the 
molt Eloquent Heathen Authors, are worthy to 
come in comparilon with it, 

We find indeed up and down in the Scrip- 
ture other particular Lamentations, as 2 Sam 
Chap. 1» 19, &c. upon the Death of Sau? and 
Sonathan ; and upon the delolation of the City 
Tyre, Ezek. 28.12. But this Book cf Feremizh 
refpeting a.general Calamity which involved 
the whcls People of GOD, doth alone. bear 
and retain the Name of Lamentations amongf 
all Chriffian Nations; even as the Soxg of So- 
fomon, only by way of Excellency bears that 
Tide, notwithftanding that many excellent 
Hymns and Songs of Praile are fet down in 
Holy Scripture, as in Exod. Chap. 15. we find 
the-Song of Mojes and the Children of J/rael, 
with that of Miriam and the Fewifh Women, 
for their Deliverance. and the Overthrow of 
Pkarach in the Red Sea 3 that of Deborah in 
the yth. Chapter ef Fudges 3 of Hannah, 


1 Sam. chap. 2. and the Song of tHe Blefk: 
Virgin Mary Luke chap. 1. ‘efi 

*Tis not certainly known when eremiab 
wrote this Book 5 {ome are of Opinion, that a 
part of it was written,immmediately after the 
Death of good King Fofiab; after whofe Death 
the Fewifh State and Government fuffered'a 
manifeft Eclipfe and Decay, as may be feen; 
2 Chron. 34.25 «and Zechar. 1211. But others. 
think it was pen’d after thie Deftrution of the- 
City and Temple. by the Chaldeans, and after 
that the Fews, which for a time were left in 
Fudea, had been carried Captives to Babylon, 
as the whole Sequel of this Book feems to im- 
port. See Chap. 1. 3. and Chap. x. 2. 

However it may be, we find that Seremish 
having undertaken to {et forth the Lamentable 
Condition of Fudea, and its Inbabitants,begiris 
his Lamentation with this Exclamation; How 
doth the City fit folitary that was full of Peo 
plz, &c. But at the fame time he réprefents to» 
them their heinous and manifold ‘Sins, and 
exhorts them to Repentance, and Prayers for 
Mercy, as alfo te Patiénce, and neceffary- 
confidence in expecting a favourable: Tue, 
The intention of the Prophet not being to caft: 
Men into exceffive Sorrow, which difolves. 
the Natural Tye there is between the Patience: 
and Silence of the Faithful ; but to inftrua us. 
to acknowledge tite Finger of GOD, iti the: 
Calamities which overtake the Church, to di-- 
{pole us to’ an humble Submiffion of our: 
felves under his Hand, to 2.patient and quiet. 
bearing of his Chaftifements, and to confidence: 
and afurance in his Promifes. 
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T JEREMIAH. 


Concerning the Prophet Jeremiah, 


HE Holy Prophet feremish was 2 Man 

T of ‘admirable Vertue, as appears from 
eremiab began to Prophecy the teftimony. GOD 
Yano Mundi 3375. before gives ot him in 
Jefe Chrift 610. aad Pro- thefe Words 3 Be- 
phefied 45 years. fore I formed thee 
in the Belly, Iknew thee 5 and hefore thou cameft 
forth out of the Womb I fantified thee, and'I 
ordained thee to be a Propber 10 the Nations. 
And whenferemiah endeavour’d to excufe him- 


“felf of the Commiffion GOD had eharged him 


with, by alledging that he was a Child, and 
could not exprefs himfelf,nor {peals as lie cuglit 
or as became an Ambaffadour of the Great 
GOD of Heaven and Earth, the LORD put 
forth his Hand and touched his Mouth, and 
faid unto him ; Bebold,! bave put my words in- 
to thy. moush, and: I bave this day fet thee over 
Nations and over Kingdoms, to root out, to de- 
firgy, and to throw down, to build and to plant. 
He began to Prophecy when he was but Fif- 
teen years.of Age, and had many. Vifions and 


Revelations concerning the manifold Mijeries 


and Calamities, that were to overtake the 
Feros for their manifold Sins and Rebellions 
againtt the LORD; and it is he of all the Pro- 
Mais, who as he was moft deeply concerned in 
them, fo he. fias expreft them in the moft 
moving and pathetical Terms, as may be feen 
in his Lamentations. Ashe was very fenfibly 
affected with thefe Calzmities himfelf, fo he 
foretold them to otherswith an extraordinary 
vehemence.and earneftnefs ; and with a great 


deal of authority and boldnefs founded torth - 
the dreadful Denunciations GOD had charged - 
_ him to declare tothe People. 


This bold and generous Liberty foon-pro- 
cured him the hatred ef moft Men, who regar- 
ding him as an objeé of their higheft averiion, 
we:e induftrious daily to ftir up-new Perle- 
cucio's.againg him. But this boly Prophet. with 
an H:roick and infuperable Courage, endur’d 


all thefe cruel Outrages of his Encmies.. He. 


faw, without being concern’d, their wicked 
Defigns againft him, their Threats, and the 


Punijbments they prepared for him 3.and was- 


fo far from being intimated by all-thefe, that 


on the contrary, he declar'd the Meffages he: 
had from GOD with greater heat and bold-- 


nefs than befores. 
Some.of the. Princes at aft being enraged 


againit Feremizh, becauie he had foretold that 
the Chaldeans would come and take the City, 
conipir'd his Death ; and addreffing themfelves 
to King Zedekieh, who had a Kindnels for 
Feremiah, deGired leave of him to caft him in- 
to a Dungeon, which was in the Prifon, very 
noyfom and full of’ Mire; and this weak King, 
not being able to deny their Requelt,abondon- 


_edthe-holy Prophet to the Rage of his Ad- 


verfaries, who immediately cauled him to be 
let down with Cords into the Dungeon, where 
he ftuck faft in the Mire, and could not have 
lived long there, efpecially confidering the 
Famine which then was in the Cit, 

But one of the Kings. Eanuchs having with 
a great deal of zeal and boldnefs reprefented 
to the King,the injury done to Feremiah,which: 
would infallibly be the caufe of his Death, and 
that fuddenly too, except he were removed 
thence; Zedekiabordered the Eunuch to take 
thirty Men along with him, and to take up Fe- 
remiab outof the Dungeon,and ever after pro- 
te@ed him from: the rage and fury of bis 
Enemies. 

S. Hierom admires, How a fingle Perfon and 
one abandoned of all Men, fhould be able to bold 
it out -againft a King, all the Princes, and 
Grandees of his Court, and a whole Nation $. 
and acknowledgeth at the fame time, .7hat fo 


" grett a. Miracle cannot be areributed.to the 
_Weaknefs of Man, but to the. Omnipotence of 


GOD. And accordingly we find, that in the- 
beginning of his Book of Propbefes GOD pro- 
mifes to make him a Fortified City, that is, of 
proof to refift all manner of Attacks and Af- 


- faults whatloever 3 and to endue him with the 


conftancy-and refiftance of an Jrom-Pillar and 
Brazen-Wall, againft the Kings of Fudaby 
againft the Princes thereof, and againft-all the 
People of the Land 3. that they indeed fhould 
fight againft him, but fhould never prevail, 
becaufe he himfelf would be with him. 

This alone is the inexhauflible Source-of shat 
extraordinary Gourage, which bas always ap- 
peard in the Saints; the redfon why no Vio- 
lence could caft them down, nor Perfecution 
opprefs-them, was, becaufe their ftrength was 

rom above. For as S. Cyprianfaith) He that has. 
GoD in his Hears, his Fear before his Eyes his. 
Truth in his Mosh, may be kill'd,but can ne-- 

ver be. overcomes 
. EHS. 
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The CO N TEN T S of the Book of the Prophet 
| EZEKIEL. 


"So the LORD fuffered Jechoniah or Je- 
T hojachim, with a great Number of Jews, 
and amongft them Ezekiel the Prophet, to be 
carrizd Captives into Babilon, yet did not he 
altogether forfake them in that their Exile con- 
dition, but to evidence, that be was fill refol- 
ved to preferve his own Church amongst them, 
even in Babylon, aud afterwards gracigufly de- 
diver and reftore them to their own Country, be 
vaifed up this excellent Prophet, Ly whom ke 
declared to thzfe poor Captives in many Vifions, 
Prophefies and Exhortations, the fame thing ke 
had continually propounded by the Prophet Je- 
remy to their Brethren, who ftil} remained in 
the Country avd City of Jerufalem ander King 
Zedekiah 5 tho a like Incredulity and obftinate 
Impenitence, had feized thofe that were in 
Babylon, and their Brethren left in Judea. 

At Jervfalem they gave no credit to the 
‘words of Jeremiah, and made their Mocks of 
thofe who had delivered themfelves up to tbz 
King of Babylon, and had fuffered themfelves 
20 be carried away Captives, fuppofing that 
themfelves now fhould be the fole Potleflors of 
Judea, and that their Captive Brethren fhould 
continuz deprived thereof for ever. Neither did 
the Jews in Babylon give any more heed or be- 
lief to what Ezekiel the Prophet declared to 
them from the LORD, but murmured againft 
GOD, fuppofing themfelves more unhappy than 
their Brethren, that were left in the Land, 
notwithftanding that GOD by Ezekiel, as well 
as Jeremiah, did pronounce moft terrible Judg- 


ments againft them, which they felt foon after . 


in the total overthrow and dzfolation of their 
Country City and Temple 5 yet alwoays fubjoyn- 
ing 10 thofe Denunciations very glurtous and 
comfertatle Promifes, 10 fuch as did repent of 
his Grace and Favour for time tocome as well 
ia Temporals 4s more efpecially in Spi.ituals ; 


and jevere Judgments againft all their Ene-. 


‘mies and Perfecutors. 

" This is the fam and fubitance of this Pro- 
phecy of Ezekiel 5 év tte firkt three Chapters 
whereof be defcribes a moft admirable and my- 


Lical Vilion, by which GOD confirms, inflrudls 


‘‘Threatninz Danger. 


and fortifies bim in the Charge and 


Empl, 
ment be had laid vo 


upon kim and in the fol- 
lowing Chapters, until the 25th, the horribje 
Sins of the Jews, efpzcizlly thofe who were lefy 
in Judea, and their approaching Punithments, 
are moft lively fer forth and reprefentd by 
many divine Signs, ‘{pecial Viftous, fuitable 
Similitudes sad P,ophetical Cenfures. trem 
thence to the 33th Chapter, GOD foretels the 
ruin and deftruction of many Neighbouring 
Nations,the Jews Enemies,viz. of the Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, ( of whom alfo mention * 
is made Chap.25.) the Philiftins, Tycians, 
Sidonians, and the Egyptians. 

Afterwards, from Chap. 32, to 40. the Sins, 
‘Murmurings, and Hypocrifie of the Jews tha 
were Captives in Babylon, zre Sricvoufly cena 
fured by GOD, with’ an Exhortation to true 
Repentance, ‘and an expeation in Faith 0 
their approaching Diliverance, and the refo- 
ring and bleffing of bis Church, not only by re. 
eftablifhing them again in their own Country ; 
but chiefly by that unutterable Grace and Mercy, 
which GOD would pour forth upon bis Unie 
verfal Church of Jews and ‘Gentiles, by their 
only Saviour and‘King JESUS CHRI ST, 
with a particular advance of the War, and exe 
tream Enmity they would be expofed to from Gog 
and Magoz and their Adkerents; but with the 
certain -Promife of an bappy iffue of that 


In the Mine lait Chapters, GOD ratifies, 
feals and concludes thefe Prophefies in Baby- 
lon, by 2 great and moft remarkable Viton of 
the Struaure of 4 New Temple, of 2 New 
‘Divine Service ad Worthip ; of 2 New Polic 
or Government of the People of GOD; of 4 
New Inheritance and a4 New City 3 and all 
this for Urael and Strangers, reprefenting by 
Fizures comporting with the ftate of thofe Times, 
the bl-ficd and happy future ftate of the Church - 
of GOD, both Military and Triumphane, ander 
their Head and Kéng Jefus Chri, who with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, the alone True 
GOD of lrael, i to be bizijed and praifed for 


ever and ever. Amen - 
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THE PROPHET EZEKIEL 


Goncerning the Prophet E ~,E K,I E i 


“HE Holy Prophet Ezekiel Prophefied du- 

: ring the {pace of 22 Years, whereof the 
Eteven firit Years concide with the Eleven 
lat Yearsof Feramiah; he was of the Prieftly 
Race, as fhell as Feremizh his Contemporary. 
He was amoneft fome of the firft, that were 
carried away Captives from Ferufalem to Ba- 
bylon, with Fechoniah King of Fudab, and he 
Preached and Prophecied in that itrange 
Coumry, to his Couniry-men that were carried 
away with him thither. : 
. When GoD at firft Commiffioned this Pro- 
pbzt for the great Work he didintend to em- 
ploy him in, which v:as to prophefie and de- 
clare to his Country-men whatfoever GOD 
fhould think fit by Vifons or otherwife, to 
reveal to him for their good, he encourages 
him much in the fame manner as before he 
had done Feremizh, by affuring him, That be- 
caufe he had to do with the Aoufe of Jfrael, 
who were an impudent hard hearted People, 
hefhould make his Face ftrong againft their 
Faces, and his Forehead as hard as their Fore- 
beads ; yea, that he would make it harder 
than Flint, even asan Adamant , that he 
might be of proof againft their impudent 
facing-down and abufing of him. 

This Prophet, of all others, was favour’d by 
GOD with the moft profo :nd and myftical 
Vifions that we find in Scripture, and which al- 
ways have been lookt upott to be of moft dif 
ficult underftanding and explication,infomuch 


that the Fers upon this account forbad the: 


Reading of the Beginning and end of the 
Book of this Prophet, to all Perfons that wete 
under the Age of Thirryyzars. The Fathers 
fav, that probably one caule of this obfcurity 
ot his Vifions and Prophecizs was becaufe being 
then amongft an Jdolatrous People, GOD did 
not thinking it fit, that the Babylonians fhould 
comprehend thofe Secrets, which he was plea- 
fed to reveal to his Propet, for the comfort 
ot his People, who themfelves could not un- 
derftand them, without his particular ‘ Grace 
and Illumination. 


Some Chriftians (faith the..fame. Father ) 


“have the ftrength and courage of a Lion’ 
“in fighting againft their Spi:irual Enemies, 
and enduring all manner of Afflidiens and Per- 
{cutions:; Some by their inward and outward 
Mortifications, and continual Refignarion,- da 
ly prefent themfelves as holy Sacrifices to: 
GOD, and can fay with the P/zhnift, For thy 
‘fake.are we Lilled all the day long, and are 
accounted as beafts appointed for flaughter 5 . 
* and thefe reprefented by the Ox. Oihers ele.: 
*vating themfeves in contemplation, upor 
* the Wingsof the Love to Divine Wifdom, . 
* with the Eagle fix their Eyes upon the Sun 
in its full glory; and Jaftly, others being of 
: an excellent Spirit and underflanding, excel - 
; all the reft, as far as 2 Man furpafleth all 
: other Living Creatures. But yet all theie 
( how different foever their Gifts or Graces - 
* may be) are ftill- not but Body, linked and 
* bound together by the indiffoluble Band of 
* one and the fame Faith and Charity. ° 
The firlt Vifion of this Prophet; which he - 
faw by the se Chebar, in the fifth year of 
King Febojachin’s Captivity, concerning the 
four Living Creatures and the Wheels, is fo - 
full fraught with great Woxdzrs and Myfte- 
ries, that S. Gregory, who endeavours to ex- 
plain the fame, makes it appear by what he - 
hath faid of them, that there remains much 
more to be faid, before we can found the full . 
depth of the Wifdom that is couched in thenrs 
He obferves amongft other things, that thefe - 
Living Creatures, which had eachofthem 
four Faces,viz. the Face of a Man, of a Lion, . 
of an Ox, and ot an Ergle, and yet were but - 
one Living Creature, do repretent the diffe- 
rent Members of the Church, which yet make - 
up but one Body ; asalfo, the Union there. is’ 
between Chriftians, by means of the agree- 
ment in one Faith, notwithftanding fo many 
outward appearing Contrarieties amonz2k.~ 
them, which indeed is as wonderful to co.ti- - 
der, as the mixture of the differirg Faces of 
thele Living Creatures, feem ftrange and 
uncouth to us, when reprefented to our 
Eyese 
THE. 
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EZEK. XXXVIL 


THE SECOND VISION OF EZEKIEL. 
The Vifion of the Prophet Ezekiel, concerning the Refurrection of the 
Dry Bones, which upon his Prophefying were covered with 
Flefh, and reffored to Life. 


Moneft the rcft of the Vifions of the Pro- 
\ phet Ezekicl, this here reprefented con- 
Anno Mundi 3420. cerning the Xejurrettion of 
before chiift 584. the dry Bones, is moft fa- 
mous, and much taken notice ef ‘by the Fa- 
thers ofthe Church. The Prophet tells-us, 
That he was carried by the Spirit of the 
LORD, and {fet down in a Valley which was 
full of dry Dead-mens Bones, and having made 
him go round the Valley, to take a full view 
of the vaft-number and condition of them 3 the 
LORD demanded of him, Whether ‘he thought 
thole dry Bones could be reftor’d toLife again ? 
‘To which the Prophet having anfwered, 0 
LORD GOD tou knoweft. He commanded 
him to Prophecy to thofe Bones in his Name, 
That they foould be joyned Bone to bis Bone, co- 
vered with Flefhand live, No fooner had the 
Prophet declared this to the Bones in the 
Name of GOD, to whom all things are alive, 
and whofe Power nothing can refift, but he 
immediately faw the execution of it 3 for with 
a great noile all the Bones came together, and 
were covered with Sinews, Mufcles, Flefb, and 
Skin, but there was yet no Life ia them. 
Wherefore the LORD again commanded the 
Prophet to Prophecy to the /iving Breath, and 
to command it to come from the four Winds, 
and to breath upon thofe dead Bodies,that they 
might live ; whereupon the fame Spirit, which 
was in the Creation breathed by GOD into 
the firit_Man, atter that hehad made his Body 
of the Earth cameintethele dead Bodies, and 
immediately they ftood upon their Feet and 
liv’d, and were an exceeding great Army. 
After thac the LORD had fhewed the Pro- 
phet Ezekiel this wonderful Vifion, that he 
inight not be ignorant of the meaning of it, 
he told him, That thedry Bones which he had 
feen, were the whole Houfe of J/rael, whe 
looked upon themfelves (in the cendition they 
were then in, being Captives in Babylon) asfo 
many dry Bones, which had no hopes ever to 
live again, thatis, to be reftored to thofe ma. 
nifold advantages they once enjoyed in their 
own Count.y. But GOD farther commands 
Ezekiel to aflure them, That notwithftanding 
all rhe Difcouragements which at prefent they 


o 


did lie under, he would as miraculoufly re- 
ftore and deliver them, as the Prophet had 
feen him miraculoufly reftore thofe dry Bones 
to Life, contrary to all human poffibility o, 
expectation. 
Now, as GOD himfelf here applies this Vi 


fion to the wondertul Deliverance he would ° 


one ‘Day grant the fews from the miferable 
ftate of Slavery and Captivity they were in, 
and that among an Jdolatrous People, far 
from their own Country, without the comfort 
of thofe many Priviledges andAdvantages they 
enjoyed there, above all other Nations of the 
World; fo we may as truly apply it to the 
Church of GOD, which fhall be as miracu- 
loufly delivered from her ftate of Deadnefs, 
Apofiacy, Captivity and Bondage, whercin fhe 
is at prefent in Spiritual Babylon, as thele 
dead Bones were contrary to all hopes and 
outward peffibility joyned together Bone to 
his Bone, and raifed to Life. 

GOD alfo would put us in mind by this 
Vifion. That how defperate foever the condition 
of Sinners may feem to be, robo have been along 
time habituated to Sin, and grown old in Tranl- 
greffions, and are thereby not only become likes 
dead Body, Sut as dry Bones 3 yet that be to 
whom all things are polfible, and who calls thofe 
things that are not, as tho? they were, can raife 
them again to the Life of Righteoufnels and 
Holinefs, and bringing them out of their Graves, 
regenerate them again to 4 New.Life. -For as 
GOD at _firft brought the Soul from tht Nul- 
lity of Nonrexiftence to.2 flate of Being; fo 
afterwards he brings it from the Nullity and 
Privation of Sin, to the Effence of Grace avd 
Holinets: And this Second Creation # much 
more wonderful than the Firft ; - for the former 
GOD accémplifhed with a Word, whereas the 
latter was tke truit of the Death, and the price 
of the Blood of she Son of GOD. 

GOD aljo was willing by this Vifion,to give 
the Prophet a Scantling of what bis Omnipo- 
tence will effec ar the General‘Day. of Judg- 
ment, when the Dead hall arife, and receive 
according to what they have done. in the Fleth, 


whesber Good or. Evil. 
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‘The CGN TENTS of ‘the Book of 


DAN 


TY ANIEL ‘wa one of thofe who were 
D carried‘ Captive to “Babylon, ix the 
Reign of King Jehojakim,ty Nebuchadnezzar, 
-afrer that he bad taken the City of Jerufalem, 
and fubdued all Judea. He was of the Pofterity 
of David, and adefcendens of the Royal Line 3 
very comely of Perfon, of a ‘moft quick and pe- 
-“nttrating Spirit and exemplary Piety. By. the 
Order of Nebuchadnezzar be was chofen from 
semongft many, t0 be inftrufted in the Language, 
‘Arts wtd Sciences of -the>Chaldeans, thet 
shereby be might be qualified 10 wait upon the 
"King, and to attend at Court, in order after- 
wards £0 be advanced to the bigh Commands 
of the Kinodom, as may be’ fen Chap. 1. ver. 

24354556. Whilft be was thus Educated amongft 
many other Noble Jewith Youths; GOD was 
pleafed to endow him with an extraordinary 
Wifdom beyond bis Companions, and particular- 


_ 4 with the Gift of Underftanding and -inter- 


preting of Dreams, fuch as she wifeft and moft 
stilful of the Chaldean Magicians ‘were’ not 
able to reveal or expound, as appeared by bjs 
revealing Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream, and exe 
pounding the Hand-writing to’Belthazzar- bis 
Dantel was raifed so an eminent pitch of Dig- 
nity by thofe"Kings, not only above bis Compa- 
nions, but above moft of the greateft Princes and 
Officers of she King of Babylon: Which at laft 
flirred up fo great an envy and barred of the 
Babylenian Princes and ‘Grandees - againft 


bim, that be was at daft ( by their Maiscions . 


comrévances) caff into the Lions Den, to be 
rent and devoured by thems; and thie only, be- 
canfe be woeuld not ( in obedience to thé King’s 
Edie) give over bis aecuftomed Worfhipping of 
the TrueGOD. But the‘Almighty, whons 
ferved and fervently prayed to, miraculoufly 
preferved kim from thofe cruel Bealts sand bie 
Accufers and great Enemies, being by way of 
fuft retaliation caft-in amongft them, were de- 
phage alive with sheir Wives and Children, 

ape Oo 

Bere is alfa related ( Chap. 3. ) bow mira- 
culoufly GOD preferved three of bis Compa- 
‘tions, Shadrach, Mefhach and Abednezo, in 


IE 4. 


‘the “Fiery Furnace, who ‘refujed to morftip the 


Image King Nebuchadnezzar had fet up, and 
had nor fo much as one’ hair of their Heads 
Singed with the Fire, that inflansly conjuméd 
thofe who eaft them into it. 
Befides the Vifions and Dreams reprefentéd 
to the Kings of Babylon, -which Daniel ex- 
pounded, GOD aljo was pleafed to communicate 
to him many excelent Vifions, concerning the 
fate of tke Church of GOD, and the King- 
‘doms of the World, which the Angel Gabriel 
expounded to bims as narticularly concerning 
the rebuilding of the City and Temple of Je- 
rufalem, the manifeftation of “Chrift in’ tbe 
Fleth ; the deftrultion of the City and Second 
Temple by thé Romans 3 she Preaching and 
Miracles of Jefus Chrift, and rbe abolifing of 
the Levitical Priefthood ; the exa® time when 
Jefus Chrift fhould be put to Death, and the 
manner bow at laft be fhould deliver and fave 


‘bis People, both temporally and etérnally. 


Now that which greatly enbances ‘the’ praije 
and commendation of this Prophet, and ought 
the more to: incite rhe Pious Reader, to receive 
and read thefe Prophecies, with that reverence 
and attention which is. due to the ‘Word of 
GOD, is this, that be ss bighly recommended 
and dignified amongft all the Prophets of the 
Old and New Teftament. For Ezekiel joyns 
him with Noah and Job, as being an extraor- 
dinary Example of Zeal and Piety, Chap. 14. 
vere 14, and 20. And the fame Prophet Ezekiel 
expreffes bimfelf“in shefe terms concerning bis 
excellens Wildom: to the proud’ King of Tyre, 
Behold, thou art wifer than Daniel,there is no 
fecret that they can hide from thee. And our 
Bleffed Saviour Jefus Chrift bimfelf fpeaks of 


ke this’ Prophet, Mateage 35 « and exports all to 


confider well big Prophefies.; avd 5-John iz the 
Revelation bes not only fet down many things 
ceing with Daniel, but a makes ufe of 
the very fame words, which be bas in bis Pro- 
phecy : And tho’ he never difcbarged the Fun- 
dion of a Prophet, in quality of an Ecclefia- 
tical Perfon, in Preaching to the Prople; yet 
bath bu Book’ én all times been accounted Pro- 
phetical, and received as fuch by the Church. 
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ET DANIEL, 


The Prophet Daniel reveals to King Nebuchadnezzar his Dream, and gives 
him the Interpretion thereof. 


HE Prophet Dyiirl was of the Royal 
T Line of the Kings of Fudab 3 he was 
Anno Mundi 3368. carried to Bab;lon in his 
before chrift’6c6. Youth by King Nebuchad- 
merzar, the firft tine he beficged Ferufalem, 
and took Fekojachim, who was then inthe ath 
yearof his Reign, from which time we are to 
begin the account of the 70 years of the Cap- 
tivity, Spoke of by the Prophets. | 

Daniel (during this his Captive State) wa 
very careful to obferve the Law of GOD ; for 
he and his three Companions, Hananiab, 
Mifozel and Azariah, having a daily portion 
appointed them of the Kings Meat and the 
ine which he drank,he refolved not to defile 
himfelf with eating thereot; but defired Mc}- 
z4r, to whom the Prince of the Eunuchs had 
committed the Charge of them, to give him 
and Bis Companions Pulfe to eat, and Water 
to drinks but he fearing left by keeping to 
fuch mean Diet they would look lean, and 
worfe than the other Fewifh Youths, who are 
fed from the King’s Table, made difficulty to 
confent to DanizPs Requeff. Wherefore Daniel 
defired him only to try them for ten Days with - 
the Meat he defired s and that if at the end of 
them he did not find him and his Companions 
io look as well as any. of thofe Youths who were 
fed with the Kings Mear, he might do after- 
wards as it feemed good unto him ; To which 
when Melzar had agreed, he found them at 
the end of thofe days fairer and fatter in F lefb, 
than thefe who did eat the Portion of the 
Kings Meat. 

By shis Inflance GOD made it appear, bow 
much ke loves that Abftinence which is pra- 
Bisd in his Fear, and according to bis Order .- 
and that itis not properly the Moat that nourifh- 
eth us, but rhe Blefling be affords to it in rhofe 
who denyirg their own Appetite and Luft, 
make him the fole end of all sheir defire. 

COD, to make this Propher more Mluftri- 
Atino Mundi 33010 9VS) mace him to be fent 
Daniel atthat'time for by King Nebuchadnez- 
being but 14 years pur, to duterprer his 
OF Age, Dream, which had put 
him into a ftrange trouble and confternation, 
and the rather, becaufe he had forgot the par- 
ticulars of it. Nebuchadnezzar being impae 
tient ta know his Dream, and the Jurerpreta- 
tot of it, fent foy all his Magicians and Aftro- 


logers to {atisfie his defire ; but they” having 
unanimoufly declared, That it was impofible 
for any Man to know what another bad dreamt, 
and that all that their Art could effe2, was 
interpret the Dream when it was tcld them: He. 
in great Rage commanded them all to be put 
to Death. 

Daniel having been inform’d of this eruel’ 
Sentence, in which he himfelf and his Comps. 
nions were likely to be involved ,as being Edy- 
cated in the Arts and Kyowledge of the Chal- 
deans, and confequently.reckon'd amoneft the: 
Wife Men, deGred the Captain of the King’, 
Guards, for a while to fufpend the Execution 
of the King’s Orders and prefenting himfelf 
before the King, told him, he would declareie 
to the King, and interpret his Dream s which 
being foon after upon his earneft Prayer to GOD. 
Revealed to him, he came and told the King, 
That be had feen in bis Dream a great mage, 
whofe Head was Gold, bis Breaft and Arms 
Silver, bis Belly and.Thighs Brafs,and its Legs. 
Iron, and bis Feet partly of Iron: and partly 
of Clay; and that a Stone cut out of 4 
Mountain, without hand falling upon the Feet. 
of the Image, broke it all to pieces, He told 
him, That the Head of Gold reprefented bis ows 
Kingdom 5 that of Silver another which fhould 
come after him, of lefs Glory than bis, ‘which 
Should be followed by a third of Brats, anda 
fouth of Aron, which fhould break and bruife 
the three Joregoing Kingdoms to pieses. 

Nebachadnezzar having heard ‘his Dream. 
thus declared and interpreted by Daniel, felt- 
down upon his Face and worfhipped hito, and. 
commanded Jncenfe and Oblations to be offer- 
ed tohim 3 and declared, That now be knew 
that Daniels GOD. was the GOD of all Gods, 
and the fole revealer of Secrets; and raifell 
Daniel to great Honour, making him his 
Lord Lieutenant over all the Province of Be-. 
éylon, and Superintendent and Mafter over all 
the Wife Men of Babylon. And Daniel having 
requited the Xing, that he might ftay in the 
Kuvgs Palace, and that he might depute his 
Three Companions to take care of the Govern. 
ment and Peace of the Province, the King 
readily confented ; by which means, as they 
had been partakers with Daniel in his Suffer- 
ings, fo were they now made fharers of his. 
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The Three Children in the Furnace. 


Xing Nebuchadnezzar caufeth three Hebrew young Men 10 be Caft into a Fiery 
Furnace, from whence they are mir aculoufly delivered by an Angel. 


QOnme time after King Nebuchadnegzar made 

S an Image of Gold, whofe height was 

ndi threefcore Cubits, and the 

Anno Ment ae, ‘breadth thereof fix Cubits, 
Men 


Thefe young 

being about Thirty 
Tears of Age. Balylon ; and having ailem- 
bled all his Princes, Governours, Captains, 
Judges, Treafurers, Councellors and She- 
riffs, to celebrate the Dedication of the fame 
Image ; ‘he commanded a Herald to proclaim 
to all his Subjects there affembled, Zbat upon 
hearing the found of the Mufical Inftruments 
appurnted for that purpofe, they fhould fall down 
and worthip the Golden Image he bad fet up, 


and that wbofoever refufed foto do, foould be caft. 


into the Fiery Furnace. 
Some Malicious Spirits having obferved that 

Hananiab, Mifhael, and Azariab, when all the 
yelt cfthe Company, that were prefent, fell 
down upon their Faces, and worfhipped the 
Image, did riot exprefs any Adoration to the 
fame, went and accufed them before the King, 
for refufing to obey the Kings folemn and ex- 
‘prefs Command, to worfhip the Statue he had 
erected. 

The King being put into an extream Rage 
and Fury, to fee his Command contemn ‘d, fent 
for the Young Men, and demanded of them, 
how they durft be fo bold, not to adore the 
Image he had commanded to be fet up and 
worthipped ; threatning them in cafe of Refu- 
fal, to have them caft into the midft of the 
Fiery Furnace, and- concluded his Threats 
awith thefe infolent Words; And who is that 
God that {hall deliver you out of my bands ? 

But this Tran{port-of Anger they perceived 
in the King, was not in the leaft able to dif 


compofe the ferene Calmnefs of the Spirits of 


thefe Holy Men, who with an aftonifhing un- 
concerrednefs reprefented to the King, That 
they were affur'd the GOD, whom shey ferved, 
was able to deliver them from the Fiery Fur- 
nace, and out of his bands ; but that if it 
fhould not be bis pleafure to deliver them, they 
were refolved, (Jet come what will come) not to 
ae his Gods, nor to worfbip the Image he had 
et Up. 

Nebuchednerger feeinz this their holy Con- 


and fet it up in the Plain of 
Dura, ‘in the Province of 


flancy, andthe {mall regard they had for hi 
Threats and Anger, became tranfported 19 
an excefs of Rage and Paffion, fo far that the 
form of his Vifage was changed thereby; and 
commanding the Furnace to be heated {even 
times hotter than it was wont to be, ordered 
the moft Mighty Men of his Army to bind 
thefe Holy Men, and to caft them into it, 
which they performed with the lols of their 
own Lives; for the Furnace being fo much 
over-heated,the Flame which proceeded trom 
the Furnace, {truck them down and kill'd 
them immediately. : 

- GOD, upon this occafion, verified to the 
Letter what he had promifed in the P/zims, 
That be would be with thofe thas love bim, in 
their greateft diftrefs and trouble ; for the An- 
gel of GOD vifibly appearing in the Furnace, 
protected thefe young Men, and reltrain’d the 
violence of the Fire,which only confuming the 
Cords wherewith they were tied, left them to 
walk at liberty in the midft of the Furnace, 
and found a {weet refrefhing Dew in the midft 
of thofe Flames ; for having a ftronger Fire 
burning in their Hearts than what encompai- 
fed them about, they fang Praifes to GOD 
for fo vifible a Protection, calling upon alf 
Creatuzes to do the fame. 

The King more tranfported at the fight of 
this Miracle, than but alittle before he had 
been with Paffion and Fury,commanded thefe 
Toung Mento come forth out of the Furnace, 
and bdieffing GOD, for that he had fent his 
Angel to deliver his Servants, he commanded, 
all his Subje@&s, upon pain of Death, not to 
{peak irreverently of the GOD of Shadrach, 
Mefhach and Abednego, and promoted them to. 
greatHonour. si. ry 
_ The Fathers obferve, That skefe- young Men: 
in the Furnace, ave 4 true Image of the Saints, 
in their Affliction; for as that Fire confumed 
only their Bands, fo Affliction confume only the 


- Weaknefs and Impurities of the Saints, and 


GOD hbimfelf is with them in all their Suffer- 
ings : And a the Flame of the Furnace confu- 
med thofe only that only cajt them in; fo the E- 
vils of the Righteovs ferve only to comfort and 
fandifie them, and prove only fatal to thofe wke 
are the caufe of them. 

b 2 NEBU- 
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Nebuchadnezzar turned’ into a Beaft. 


Nebuchadnezzar the King, by.2 jaft Punifbment from GOD for hit 


Pride: and Arrogance, % changed into a Beaft. 


Ing Nebuchadnezzar being return’d to 
K Babylon, after fie Conqueft Cian 
o Mundi 2424. and other his Victorious 
Mfire Chrt ae Succeffes againft all his Ene- 
avid being then mies, was no longer able to 
45+ Tears of Ager - Seem the Tide of his Tri- 
umphs and Profperities, but fuffering himfelf 
1 be carried away with it to an exce{3 of {0% 
infolent Pride and Arrogance, GOD-rciolved 
vo make an Example of him, by ‘which not- 
only all Princes, bat all other Men, might 
Jearn nos to-lift up themfelves againft him, 
remembring always that they are but Men. 
GOD; to thisend, reprefented to him ina 
Dream the Judgment-he was determind to 
bring upon him; and Nebuchadnezzar having 
declared the fame to Daniel, he interpreted it 
unto him inthis manner > Thou didft fee in thy 
Dream, O King, 4 great Trees whofe height 
reached up to Heaven, and rbofe Branches 
seached 10 the Ends of the Earth 3 its Leaves 
were fair and flourifhing and its Boughs loaden 
with Fruit; the Bealts of the Field did feed un- 
der iss thadow, and the Birds of Heaven made 
their Nef-in its Branches. Th great Tree, 
ahich shorn-baft feen, O King, is thy felf, whofe 
Iajeity is lifted up to Heaven, and extended 
ovr all the Barth. nd whereas thou didft -fee 
a Watcher, a Holy One, come down from 
Heaven, ‘{aing,’ Hew -the Tree down and 
dcftroy it, yet leave the Stump thereof in the 
Earth, with a-Band of Tron and Brals, in the 
tender’ Grafs of the Field; and let it be wet 
with the Dew of Heaven,-and-let-his portion 
be with the Beafts of the Field, until Seven 
tianes pafs over him. This is the Senzeace which 
the Mok Hizh has pronounced againf} my Lord 
tv Kine! Jha they fhail drive thee from Men, 
und thy areelling foul be with the Beafis of the 
Field. 2nd they jball anzke thee eat Grafs as an 
Ox, and thou jhalt b2 mide wet with the Dew 
et Heaven, :aneit that Seven times pafs over 
thee; and thou be intde-to acknowledge, That 
she Mois Fighy ruleth.in the Kingdoms ot Men, 
and civeth them to rbhonke pleajeth. And where- 
as they ccmmanded to leave the Stump of the 
Tree Roots iz the Earth, this fgnifies, That 
thy Kingdom foall return untothee after that thou. 
shale bave known, thar the Heavens rule. | 


This Predi&ion was fulfilled in the manner 
following: As the King on a time was walk- 
ing inthe Palace of the Kingdom .of Babylon, 
and was admiring the wonderful Works.that. 
he had made, and the greatnefs and maonif- 
cence of Bubylon, which he had. built for to be. 
the Palace of his Refidence, and for the glory. 


of His Majefty ; there eamea Voice from: Zes-_ 


ven, which told him, That the Kingdom wy. 

departed from bim 5 and immediately thereup- 

on he-wasftruck by the Hand of GOD, ‘whictr: 

the fame moment fulfilled the Sentence pro- 

nounced againft--him ; he was driven from: 

Men; and did eat Grafs with @xen, and his 

Body was-wet with the Dew of Heaven for {e- 

ven Years, even until his Hair was grown like’ 

Eagles Feathers, and his Nails like Birdy. 
Claws. 

GOD made it: appear by this terrible Ex- 
aor: how feverely he punifheth fécret Pride, 
and elevation of the Heart,cafting them down. 
to tire ftate of Béafts, who lift up themfelves, 
by their Arrogance above the condition of 
Men. Nebuchadnezzar (faith S. Bernard) is 
the Image of Falken Man, who by lifting up- 
himfelf in Pride, loft his Heavenly Eftate 
and Kingdom, and became like unto. the 
Beafts that perith. 

But when’ Nebuchadnezzar, after he had: 
continued: feven’Years in‘this fad and forlorn. 
condition, did at laft lift up his Eyes to Hea- 
ven, GOD was pleafed to return his Under 
Standing unto him, ‘and reftored him not only’ 
to human form,but to his Stare and Kingdont 
fo that his Counfellors and Lords fought unta 
him, and he was eftablithed in his Throne witli 
great Majelty and Glory. © So wiien a Sinnes 
fighs aad longs for GOD ‘in Mif ery, he not 
only is tranlported from the ftate of Beafts, in 


which he was before, but isreftor’d to the Life | 


and Enjoyments of Angels, and.to the potfes- 
fon of all. che Graces of Heaven. 
_ For (asone of the Fathers faith), as Pride 
dtd formerly change Ancels,and doth Still change 
Men into Devils, fo ‘Humility: reftores thofe to 
the Lifeof Angels, who did live as 20:tbeir Bo- 
dy like Beafts, aud mith refpet to their Spirits: 
like Deyilse . aw 
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BELSHAZZAR 


CONDEMNED. 


King Belfhazzar, as he was Feafting, fees an Hand writing upon the 
. Wall the Sentexsce of Death, 


Elfhagyar King of Babylon, and Grand- 
B child of Nebuchadnez>ar, having made 
Anno Mundi 3466. a‘great Feaft for a. Thou- 
Before Chrift’ 538. fand of his Princes and 


Lords, was. minded to joyn .Jmpietx to his 


Luxury, and profanation of Holy things to his 
Exceis 3 tor he commanded his. Servanrs,.to 

ring him the Silver and Golden Veffels, which 
his Grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had taken 
out o! the Temple at. Ferufalem, that he and 
his Princes, ‘his. Wives and. his Concubines 
might drink. in them. 


GOD being provoked by... this: Sacrilepious ° 


Contempt of his holy Worfhip, aud the profa- 
nation of the Vefzis. dedicated to his Service, 
terrified this wicked Prince, in the midi of his 
Lusuricns Feaf?, with the appearance of an 
Hand, which in three Words, wrote the Sern- 
tence of his Condemnation. Belfbazzar being 
extreamly concert’d and affrighted at this 
amazing Prodigy, cried aloud to bring in the 
Aftrologers, the Chaldeans and the Southfayers 3 
but they could not fo much as read the Writing, 
much lefs fhew the Jmterpretation thereot. 
Then (as the Scripture tells us). was King Bel- 
fhazzar greatly troubled, and bis Countenance 
wus changed, and bis Princes were aftonifed. 
Whereupon the..Queen Mother ( who was 
Nitocris the Wife of great Nebuchadnezzar) 
bearing of the Kings confternation, came in 


halteinto the Banguetting-Houfe, andtold the | 


King, That.he had a-Man called Daniel in his 
Domixions, in.whom was the Spirit of the oly 
Gods, and whom his Father for his extraordi- 


nary ability that.way, had made Maifter of all - 


the Magicians, who would thew the Kjng the 


Interpretation of the Words which did fo much 


trouble him. 

This koly Propket, who had been fo great 
and powe. ful in the time.of Nebuchadnezzar, 
but had fince that retired himfelf trom Court 
during the Reigns of Evil Merodach his Son, 
and Belfbagzar his.Grandfon; during which 
time of his Solitude, GOD. vouchfafed to fa: 
Veur him wich all . thofe. wonderful Vifions we 
fhall {peak of hereafter, wherein GOD difco- 


Daniel being fent for, and appearing be 
fore the King, feemed to flicht the Honours 
and Brefents the Xing promiied him, in caie 
he could give him-the Jnterpretation of thofe 
Words and told Belfbezzar, That foraimucit 
as he had not humbled himfelf, nor taken Ex- 
ample by his Grandiather Nebuchadnezzar, 
who for-his Pride was chatedfrom among Men, 
and for feven years tezether reduced to the 
ftate-and condition of Beafts 5: but lifted up 
himfelf'againft the LORD of /eaven,and prov 
faned the Veffeis dedicated to his koly Service, 
GOD being provoked by thete his Crimes,had 
fent a Hand to write his Condemnation in thofe 
three Words, MENE, TEKEL; UPHARSIN 3 
whereof the firft Word. Mene fignihed, Thar 
GOD bad numbred bis Kingdom, and finifbed 
it; Tekel, That be had weighed bim- in-.she 
Butance of his. Juftice,.and be was-found t00 
light; and that.Upharfin imported,Zhat GOD. 
had divided bis Kingdom, and: given it 10 tbe - 
Medes and PerGans. : - 

Bel{hazzar having heard this dreadful Sen« 
tence from the. Mouth of Daniel, howeveraun- 
welcome the-Jaterpresation was to him; -yet.be- 
{towed upon the Prophet the. Honours he -had 


. promifed him, caufing him. to be cloathed.in 


Scarlet, with a Chain of Gold about his. Neck; 
and to be proclaimed the, third Perfon inthe 
Kingdom. : 
Thefe Predifions were not. Jong without - 
their accomplifliment ; for.Cyrus being at the 
fame time before the City of Babylon. witha 
great Army, whilft the Babylonians trufting to - 
the ftrength of their Walls, were Feafting and 
making Merry, he made a fhift - with part of 
his Army to pals the..River, and.two .of his . 


. Captains ( by a-Breach they had made) entred 


into Belfbazzar’s: Palace, and..killed him that 
very Night wherein Davici_had.given his in- 
terpretation of the.Words.... Leaving. (faith S. -. 


. £tierom) a terrible. Example to thofe, who abufe 


things infinitely more Holy than. were thofe de» 
dicated Vellels 5 and. mbo ( except they repent ) 
may be affured of a dreadful Sentence, tho? they 


See it not vifibly wris before their. Eyes, as - 


Yered to him the Succeffion o:'a!l the Empires \ Belfhazzar did. 


othe World, until the Blefled Kingdom of 


Chrift, . 


Daniel - : 
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Daniel in the Lions Den. 


Daniel being caf? into the Lions Den, és miraculoufly delivered thence, 


Arius the Mede being thus become 
Poffeffour of all the Dominions ot 
Belfhazzar, by means of the 
Ann) Mundi 3456. Vistory of his Nephew Cy- 
before Chrift 538 rs, greatly honoured Da- 
Daniel being about | ; hi 
82 years of Age. *?¢/, looking upon him as a 
Perton fill’d with the Spirzt 
of GOD, becaufe he was informed what he 
had formerly foretold to Nebuchadnezzar, and 
Belfhagzar his Grandchild, infomuch that he 
had thoughts of fetting him over the whole 
Kingdom, and making him his Lord-deputy, or 
Vice-ROy. 
But the more the King was thus pleafed to 
honour and heap his Favouors upon him, the 
“more he ftir’d up the envy and hatred of his 
great Princes and Officers again him, who 
were troubled to fee Daniel, « Captive Few, 
to outftrip them all. Their Envy made them 
narrowly to obferve Daniel, in hopes of meet- 
ing with Jome flip of his, whereof they might 
accufe him 3; but feeing his Life and manage- 
ment of Affairs altogether irreproachable;they 
concluded, they fhould never find any thing to 
accufe him of, except in a cafe where the Law 
of his GOD was concerned. Wherefore they 
perfuaded the King to fet forth a Declaration, 
"That whofoever thould ask any Petition of éi- 
ther GOD or Man, except of him alone, for 
thirty days, fhould be caft into the Lions Den. 
Danizl, notwithftanding that he was very 
fenfible, that-this wicked Law was only made 
to entrap and deftroy him, yet he alone was 
refolved not to obey it; for preferring the 
Law of GOD before that of Men, he conti- 
nued Thrice every day to pray to, and blels 
GOD in his Chamber, with his Windows open 
towards Ferufzlem. His Enemies therefore hz- 
ving olferved him to pray, as before, prefented 
themfelves belore Darius, and accufed Daniel 
as a Rebel, and one that was difobedient to 
the King’s Decrze,and defired execution of the 
Sentence againft him. 

But Dartz, who had a great Kindnefs for 
Daniel,being forely troubled that ever he had 
conlented'to the publifhing fo unjuft a De- 
cree, did his utmoft endeavour to deliver Dz- 
niel out of their hands. But they reprejented 
to the Ang, that the Royal Decrees (accord- 


ing tothe Laws of the Medes and Perfians} 
were unalterable, and that therefore the 
nalty he had incurr'd being irreverfible, he 
muft be caft into the Lions Den. 

The weaknefs of this Kirg, being greater 
than the defire he had to fave Daniel, oblig’d 
him ac laft to comply with their unjuft defire, 
and to order him to be caft into the Den of 
Lions, tho fore againft his Will, and expreffing 
the hope he had, that the GOD whom he 
ferv’d would not fail to delived him ; neither 
was he at all deceived therein; tor the next 
day, rifing very early in the Morning,be went 
to the Mouth of the Den of Lions, and call- 
ing upon Daniel, he found, to his great Joy, 
that he was yet alive 5 and as the X zug feem'd 
furpriz’d at this miraculous Prefervation of 
the holy Prophet, he told him, That GOD had 
fent his Angel into the Den,who had ftopt the 
Lions Mouths, and hindred them from doing 
him any hurt, beécanfe he had found him in- 
nocent in his fight, however his beft Adions 
might be mifreprefented by Men. 

The Xing ravifh'd with Joy to fee the Per- 
fon hefo highly valued thus wonderfully de- 
livered,ordered him prefently to be taken out 
of the Dens and at the fame time command- 
ed, That all Daniels Enemies that had accu- 
fed him, and laid thisSnare for him, thould 


be caft with their Wives and Children into 


the fame Den, from whence he was fo mira- 
culoufly faved, who feiz’d and tore them be- 
fore ever they came to the bottom of the Den, 
and brake all their Bones to pieces. 

Daniel having thus efcaped the Lions 
Mouths, biefled and praifed GOD, and taught 
thofe, (asS.fizrom faith) who are faved from 
another fort of Lions, much more to be feared, 
than thefe the Prophet was delivered from, 10 
praife GOD with their whole heart, for bis 
gracious Affittance and Protection, without 
which they muft have been devoured and de- 
Reoyed by them. Sin bas the Teeth of a Lion, 
which make their impreffion, not on the Body, 
but on the Soul it felf ; fo that it appears, That 
thofe whom GOD fupports under Jemptazions 
and Affittions, and whem he hinders trom 
falling into Siz, are in 2 fuller fenfe than Da- 
nie] Acliverd from the Rage of Lions. 
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DAN. VIL. fr] 3199 
DANIEL’s VISIONS. 


Daniel's Vifion of the Four Monarchies, viz. the ASfyrian, Perfian,. 
| Greek, azd Roman. = 


ANTE L.is one of thofe Prophets, to fucceffively appear upon the Earth. But the’ 
D whom'GOD was pleafed.more particu- Prophet having . been much furpriz’d at the: 
Anno Mandi 3449. larly to reveal in Myftical terrible thape, rage and ftrength of thé fourth: 
before Chrift 35s.  Vifions, the whole courfe Beaft, which was different from all the reft, 
and fequel of the Government and Kingdoms defired the “Anges in. particuler, to give him 
of the World throughout all Ages to come. -fome light and information concerning it. 
All which different Governments he has fo ex- Whereupow the Angel. told him, That the: 
aaly defcribed, andfet forth with fuch clear fourth, Bealt ie had feen, was a:fourth King- 
diftinguifhing Marks, that he feems rather to dom, which fhould be diverfe from all other 
be an Hiftorian, giving an account of things Kingdoms, and fhould devour the whole 
that are already paft, than a Prophet, foretel- Earth, and tread it. down, and break it to” 
lingthingsto comes . "pieces 3 and that: the Ten Horns were Ten 

The Vifion reprefented in this Figure, and Kings, which fhould fucceffively. have: domi- 
which Daniel declares was fhewed to him in nionin that Kingdom. ‘That the Little Hore 
the firft Year of Belfhazzar, is one of thofejuft which came up amongft the Jen Horns, was 2 
now mention’d. . This aly iy att ashelay Xing that fhould arife and fubdue Three 
onhis Bed, faw in a Dream, four. different Kings, and fhould {peak great Words againit 
ereat Beafts come. up outof. the Sea, which .the Moff High, and wear out the Saints of the. 
was toffed and agitated by the four. Winds, . Moft High, and think.to change ‘Times and 
rufhing out upon it. . The firlt of thefe Beafts - Laws, which fhould allo be given’ into his. 
was like a Lion, and had the Wings of an Ea- hand fora Time, Times, and Half a Time ; that 
‘gle: the fecond Beaft was like a Bear, and js, for a Year, two Years, and alf a Tear, or 
had three Ribs in its Mouth; the third Beat Three Tears and an half. i 
was like a eee had upon its Back . The Angel alfo told him, Fhat after this. 
four ‘Wings of a. Fowl, and four Heads ; the erm was elapfed, the Great GOD would 
fourth Bratt was more dreadful and terrible fit in Judgment upon him, and that his Do- 
‘than all the reff, and exceeding trong, having * minion fliould be taken away, and confum’d 
great Iron-Teeth, wherewith it devoured and and deftroy’d for ever. And that after all: 
break to pieces all it met with, ftamping the thofe Earthly Kingdoms (fitly compared to Sa- 
refidive with its Feet: It had alfo ‘Fen Horns -vage Beafts, and the laft of them toa prodigi- 
on its Head, in the midit of which cameup a ous Monfter) GOD himfelf would ere& his 
little Horn, before which three of the other own Heavenly, Beneficent, and Peaceful King-* 
Horns were pluckt up by the Roots, and init dom upon Earth; during which, the Domi- 
were Eyes like thofe of a Man, and a Mouth nion;: and the greatnefs of the Kingdom under 
{peaking great Things. ".... the whole Heaven, fhould be given to the 
” After this the Prophet faw the Glory of Saints of the Moft High ; and that this King- 
GOD, and the Ancient of Days feated upon dom fhould never befupplanted by any other, 
his Throne, with many Millionsof Angeisat- but continue ‘an everlafting Kingdom to the. 
tending him, to judge thole Beafts, and put End of Ages, all other Kingdoms and Domi- 
an end to their Dominion, and he {aw the nions being fubje& toit. - 
fourth Beatt flain, and his Body caft into the The moit take thefe four Kingdoms to be the 
Fire. four Great Monarchies of. the World, viz. the 

Daniel being defirous to know the Tnter- Affyrian, the Perfian, the Greek and Roman: 
pretation of this Vifiom, asked one of the d= Monarchy ; and rhe Little Horn to denote An- 
gels what thofe four Beafts were which he had tichrift ; and thas the Kingdom which shall o- 


deen? The Angel, to fatisfie hisRepuelt, told ver-top, confume and out-laft them all, is the 


him, That the four great Beafts he had feen, Kingdom of our LORD Jefus Chrift, who is: 
were four Kings or Kingdoms, which fhould she King of Sings and Lord of Lords. pase 


The CONTENTS of the Book -of + 
; Prophet’ HO § 2 ook -of the 


Aint Stephen, A&s 7 : : 
m - 42+ alledging a Pal fhould be re 
22 Ses eon beer crn Se 
< . > ma - firtt of all eee. ontains 
>and th Dey among he fomn hes Prk! e e 
accounted but a y ae called}were never Eftate of the whole € wicked and corrupt 
cae Voliane cal ; one ae and ‘conftituted and particularly of ante of Wratl, 
Stament,tho baiehied iat ee — oe Tee which was in Vogue ee dolatry, 
‘ oo 12 different Secti- fhippine the G, , "hem, -in wor- 
‘nt atzoring tothe sumber and diincion of caiocm the Son of Somie: is Be 
-contained. <The firlt’ place snonelt ch rein ‘at Daz-and Bethel by Ferobown the et up 
: : le is Nebat, their’ : omm the Son of 
egiven to.the Prophefies of Hojea, who € > their'firft King, under whom th 
-as Amos and others, was in particul: - well parated themfelves from Fudab, and they fe- 
GOD to the King dest ok ifecl, 0 ar fentby Worbip of GOD, 1 Kings 12 and the pure 
i , or the Ten. Which SchAm-and BS 12.27, 28. Se, 
pada Cie alfo we-find thofe lowed Soe Ber iast of theirs was fol 
phefes, for an evident vera Ga thefePro- ruption and diffolution of Mee a 
Auffering,. as well as of hi "Ea ©3"s Long-  univerfal Deluge of all forts: ners, and an 
-Promifes: For een ne cne in bs gainft the firlt and fecon fae ote . 
of a,moft condemnableSchifar extr y ie on all forts of Men, of what conditio Ma amon; 
‘Judicial to the Church-and Stare, phar Pre- foever $- which the LORD by hi n or quality 
| , . ' y his Prophet Eafe 
parated themfelves from the. Tribe ay ad fe- doth moft vigoroufly check and r sig 
‘out of which the Meffab sree ; of Fudab, divers very pathetical Exhorre reprove, with 
from the Communion of the 0 be-born and ous and ready Repen OT ee 
: true and due Sere the impj epentance. . But forafmuch 
vice-of GOD 3. yet the LORD the impiety-and hardnefs of their’ Heart (in 
‘ing.toraife up Propbers, to dec Au ce encreatt daily from the to of th Heart {till 
-and Will unto them 5 part] th a Word the fole of the Foot; fron Re é Head te 
be a fupport and cpa = a - at they might Princes, to the leait and mn t < Kinzs and 
his Elect that were amongf th eremainder of ples the Prophet in the ee ot ee 
them from the corruption a ee to preferve to-them the total Defrna; Place denounces 
. : and grofs:Idolat i} utruction and Overthr 
of the Age wherein they ki ede atry of their State and ae 
: ate ¥ lived, and to main- Te Kingdom, that they thould 
tain and continuethem in the P nain- be tranfported out of their-owa ‘Coune 
-his Holy Covenants and on th e Profeffion of and earried Captives j ir own Country, 
her hand \aptives into fjria,: where th 
-cenfure and reprove. the Re i band, to fhould continue under 4 Jo 9° Where they 
’ -Wicked, to call them.to Re ebellious and difperfion amongtt fran ng and deplorable 
‘by this means leavin spec ee eeance 5, and tions. And | range and idolarrous Nae 
ee Con Cone nen inexeufable, and amoneft ee tr eiofiad and Penitent 
Now forafinuch asthe Prepher Hi _ the fweet’and‘faving Promies pipported by 
ghefed a long time amongl the Ten Tribe, ii ‘ci ef of GOD in thei Heavenly King 
as appears from Chap. 1. ver..1. fo the Fly us Chrift, to-whom in due tj i 
Spirit thought i ».%- fothe Holy fhould be co ime all the Ele 
ine aud edicaton of the Cher bee peeeal oF rae Sut alte of te eetereds not only 
and Jubftance of his Prephefes and Reve lidione to be eternally Bleffed in and iene” 


‘the 





The Contents of the Prophet Joel, Ames, Oc. 208 


Mee: . 


The Contents of the Prophet J O E L. 


To which, according to the ftyle of the 279- 
phets, there is added on this occafion, a ful 
and exact Propbecy of the blefied and flourifh- 
ing ftate the Church fhould cajoy under the 
traordinary Drought, and an incredible Swarm Mzffiab, of the fending o¢ the abundant and 
of Grajhoppers, and other Jnfes; certain liberal Communication of the soly Ghalt to 
fore-running prefazes of a dreadful Famine; the Ele& and Selizvers 3 of the prefervarisi: 
and confequently ferioufly exhorted to turn to and proteftion ot the Church, in the laft fad 
GOD by Faflingand Prayer, and true Repen- and calamitous Times; of her continuance 
tance, with Promiles of Grace, and the ‘re- and condition here upon Earth; of the juft 
moval of that fad Scourge, with abundant and fevere Fudgment of GOD againft all her 

Enemies ; and \aft of all, of her £ter72! Go- 


Bleffings, in cale they did follow the Divine 
Couniel, declared unto them by the Proper. rificatton and felicity in Heaven. 


The Contents of the Book of AMOS. 


MoS who was a Shepherd of Tekoab ning of themfelves againf all the Reproofs 
FA in the Land of Fudab, was called by and Cenfures of the Word of GOD, andthe 
GOD to the Prophetical Funtion, and in parti- many ‘Warnings and Exhortations the Pro- 
evlar fent to the Zen Tribes or Kingdom of phets gave them in the Name of GOD to re-. 
ifrael, where by the Command of GOD, he pent and turn unto him, as may be feen by 
joyntly with Hofea dilcharged the Funtion of the Contents of the. Chapters. All which 
a Propber during the Reign of sferoboam, the Propbefies are back’d and confirm’d by feveral 
od. of that Name, Son of Feboafb. This Pro- Vifions, and many defcriptions of the Power 


phet, after he had denounced to all the Na- and Majefly of GOD. 
But amongft all thele Threatnings and de- 


tions bordering upon Paleftina, the juft Fudg- 
ments of GOD, becaute of their exmity and munciations the LORD promileth of meer 
animofity againit his People; he comes Chap. Grace to fave fome remainder of his People, 
2e Vere 4» to thofe of Fudab, and more par- and to eftablifh the Kingdom of the Mefhab, 
ticularly to the Ten Tribes, to whom through- our LORD FESUS CHARIS T, for the good and 
out all the following Chapters he foretels and eternal Salvation of all his Ele#, Whether 
denounces the beavy Fudgments of GOD, and Fews or Gentiles, from Verfe 8. of the laf 
in very expres terms declares to them the Chapter of this Propecy unto the end. Now 
entire fubverfion of their State and Kingdom, tho the Greek Tranflation of the Septuagizit, 
by their Enemies Forces, their Captivity and place Amos, between Hofea and Foel ; yet the 
Difperfion amongt ftrange and far diftant generality of Modern Tranflators have thought 
ood to retain the fame order which the //e- 


Nations, becaufe of the multiplicity and enor- § 
mity of their Sins, againft the fir& and fecond Srew Original and Vulgar Latin do oblerve 
Tabel of the Lew, and their obftinate hard- in the ranking of thefe Prophets. 


The Contents of the Bookof OB A DIAH. 


IS much controverted amongft the Zearn- they arehere reproved ; there being no ground 
at ed when this Prophet lived ; but of all, of probability for that Conje&ure, who con- 
theirs feems to be the moft probable Opinion, found this Obadiah with that Perfon of the 
who make him contemporary with feremiah {ame Name,of whom mention is made 2 Kings 
and Ezekiel, when {oon after the Taking of chap. 18. vere 3- Thole who will make this 

the Propker the Father of ‘fonab, ought to re- 


Serufalem, the Edomites committed upon 
milerable Fews, all thofeCrueities whereof member, “ Fonah, at the beginning Pa 
Ye ¢ 0 


'N this Prophecy the Peopie of fudab are Grit 
awakened throughly and attentively to 
confider the moft deplorable ftate of their 
Country,which was vifited by GOD with an ex- 


292 - 
Book, calls himfelf the Son of Amitrai, and 
not of Obadiah. Wis Prophecy contains firlt 
of all a -folemn denunciation of the dreadful 
Fudgment of GOD, which was to overtake 
the Edomites, the Capital and Implacable 
Enemies of GOD’s People, becaute of their 
Pride, their Violence, their Inbumanity and 


The Contents of the Bookof OBA DIA H. 


Infulting over the Fews in their Calamity, . 
ver. 1,%5c. And fecondly, avery comfortable - 
and gracious Promife to the Church of GOD, , 
as well of her Confervation and Salvation by 
FESUS CHRIST her. Redeemer, as concerning ; 
the tota] ruine and overthrow - of. all her Ene- 
mies. 


The Contents of the Book of J O-N ACH.. 


His Book contains the wonderful Aifory 

.. of the Prophet Fonzh, who being cal- 
led by GOD to difcharge the duty and office 
of a Prophet to the 10 Tribes or Kingdom of 
drael, as may be gathered from 2 Kings 14. 


2§.-is here extraordinarily {ent by: GOD,.- 


to the fhame and contufion of the Obftinate 
and hardaed Jfraelites to thoie of Niniveb, 


Stangers to the Covenant of Grace, to de-. 


nounce.to them their approaching ruis and 
| fubverfion, in cafe they. did nor repent. Which 
Divine Meffage he ( by an evident weaknefs ) 
endeavouring to avoid, relolves to flee to Tar- 


shih; but GOD Chaftizing hint for his Dif- 
- Son of the Widow 


obedience, miraculoufly obligeth him toreturn 
‘to..his Duty, and execute the Commiffion he. 
bad charged him with ; and by 2 moft afto: 
nifhing. Providence makes him -an illuftrious 


_ Figure of the LORD Fejus Chrift, in that- be- - 
Over-board, to appeafe the Wrath fh 


ing cat 
of GOD, and calm the violent Tempeft which 


threatned Shipwreck to the Veffel. in which he - 


cndeavoured.to make his. Efcape, fe was {wal- 
iowed by a Whale, who at the.end of 3 Days 
and 3 Jvights vomited him up again fafe upon 
dry Land, whereby-he was put into a condi- 
zion of profecuting the Commiffion he was 
charged with, to denounce the Divine Fudge 


himfelf to Death ,-to pleafe-the Wrath of 
GOD awakened againft us, aad to prelerve. 
usyfrom Eternal Shipwreck, after he had been 
buvied, and ‘lain-dead in-his Grave, as in the 
Belly of the. Earth, 3-Days and 3 ‘Nights 
{. Matt.'12. 40.) came -forth and arofe from 
thence:she 3d Day,-that, Repentance “and _ Re» 


miffion of Sins might be declared and Preach . 
ed-to all the World in his Name. 

Fonah thus Chaftiz’d by-GOD, and miraa. 
culoufly preterved-in the Belly of the Whale,. 
is fenea 2d time to Niniveb; bit feeing the 
Repentance and Converfion of its Inhabitants, 
whereupon GOD was gracioufly’ pleafed to 
{pare thém, he again thews-: his great: wezk- 
nefs, by being difpleafed and troubled at its 
whereupon the LORD:(to a Miracle of Long- 


- fuffering) moft meekly reproves, inftruds and 


convinces him by the Gourd he had railed in 
one Nighe-for his Comfort and refrefhment, 
Thole Authors who make this Prophet .the - 
of Sarepta, raifed from-. 
Death to Life by- Elijah, 1 Kings rp 22. 
{peak without much ground $ they might with. 
more Reafon have fuppofed him. the Sdh-of 
the Shunamite, raifed trom. the dead. by Eli- 
a, 2 Kings 4. 37. if it did not appear from.: 
Sacred Writ, that Shunam (where that Child - 
was born)-belenged to the-:Tribe of Ifachar, 


| Joth. 19. 18 whereas: Fonah was-of Gath- . 


hepber in the Tribe of Zabulun , 2: Kings 14. 
‘2$» As to the time of his Call, his exerci- 
fing the Prophetical Funttion, and the Mat-. 
ters here Recorded, it appears from-the Paf-- 


- fage-we have juft now alledged, that we mut - 
ment ready to-fall upon the Juhabirants of. 
Niniveb, and thereby to lead them to Repen-... 
tance. . For. inlike. manner. -FESUS CHRIST | 
having ‘voluntarily facrificed, and given up - 


reter them to the time ef the Reign of Fero- 
boam the tecond King.of Ifraek, who Reisned .. 
Gz ears. to 

The Greeb Interpreters ( commonly ‘called 
the Septuagint ) place the Books of Fonab and.: 


-Micha differently from what the Hebrews:and 
"we do,. for they place Miche. before Fel, Oba- - 


diah and Fonab, and joyn Fonch-with Nahum, .. 
‘becanfe they both Prophefied concerning Ni: - 
aiveb, notwithitanding -that:Fonab-.. lived -2-- 


- great while betore the. other. -: 


J ON-AH: 
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JONAH T. 


[152] 


aog. 


40 NAH Caf Overboard. 
~The Prophet Jonah bein fwallowed by a Whale, continues three Days 
an bis Belly, an afterwards ts caft up by it on dry Land. 


ef NOD having commanded the Prophet Fo- 
“Wy nab to go to Niniveh, to denounce to 
anao Mundi 3197. that great City, That he was 
hef.re Cbrift 807. refolved to deftroy it, be- 
_ caufe of the Sins of its Inhabitants, or (as the 
Scripture expreffeth it) becanfe their Wickednefs 
was come up before bim. Fonab inftead of obey- 
ing this Command of GOD went away to Tar- 
‘frifb, and being come there, embarked him- 
felf for Foppa. 
“ But GOD, to make it appear, that nothing 
‘undertaken againft ‘his Will can take effe&, 
- and that he accomplifheth his defigns, even b 
the refiftance and oppofition’ Men make agait 
‘them, raifed a great. Tempeft, which ‘enéan- 
gerd to Shipwreck the Veffel in which fonab 
was, and putting the Mariners into a great 
“Confternation, they caft forth the Goods into 
-the Sea, to lighten it. Yonah acknowledging 
the Hand of GOD in this extraordinary Tem- 
peft, and being grieved for his Difobedience 
‘and ‘Rebellion againft the LORD, was gone 
down into the Hold, where he fell faft afleep, 
his found Sleep being an effec rather of his 
Trouble and Sorrow, than of any fatisfaction 
oraffurance in the midft of fo imminent 2 dan- 
er, into which he had not only.plung’d him- 
elf, butall thofe that were in the Veffel with. 


‘him: 

The Mafter of the Ship, not thinking it fit 
that he fhould lie and Sleep, whilft all the 
Ships-Crew and Paffengers were either labour- 
ing for Life te fave the. Veflel, or praying to 
their Gods, call’d upon him to arife, and call 
‘upon his GOD, that they might be faved from 
perifhing. But at la& perceiving that the vi. 
nlence of the Storm eluded and fruftrated all 
their Endeavours, and that the fiercenefs of it 
fill increafed- more and more 3 fome of the 
Company {uppofing, that this unufual Storm 


“was caufed by. the extraordinary Crimes of 


fome that were in the Vefel, propounded to 
cat Lots, to know. who was the Author and 
eccafion of their Danger- : 

This Propoial being generally approv'd of, 
it was put in practice, and the Lor fell upon 
fonab ; whereupon they earneftly demanding 

-of him, Who he was, and-whas be bad-done,. 


Death, to 


to ftir up the Anger of Heaven agsinft them 
and himfelf ? Jonah very treely conteft ue 
that he was the only caufe of the Storm that 
{till toffed them. And demanding further ot 
him, What they fhould do to bim thar the Tem- 
pelt -might ceafe ? He anfwered them, That if 
they defired good Weather and a calm Sea, they 
muft throw bim Over-board, and fo by bu Death 
procure their own Safety. , 

The Mafter and Ships-Crew being not a lit- 
tle {urpriz’d at this free'and unconcern’d Con- * 
féffion, by which he doom’d himfelf to Death, 
conceiv’d more Pity for him than he feem’d 
to have for himfelf, and endeavour'd by Row- 
ing hard to reach the Lahd; but feeing that 
all their Strivings were in vain, and that the 
Sea wrought high againft them, they at laf 
caft him into the Sea, (tho fore again their 
Wills,)"'and ‘appealing to GOD, That they, 
were not guilty of his Blood, whom they 
would fo gladly have faved. 

The Mariners no fooner performd this, but 
the Sea ceafed from raging ; andthe LORD 
at the fame time had prepared a Whale to 
{wallow Fonab, who being in the Whales-Belly, 


-and calling to mind his own Difobedience, and 


the great and miraculous Mercy of GOD to- 
wards him, Sung Praifes unto the LORD from 
that living Grave 3 where after he had-conii- 
nued three Days, the Whale (at GOD's 
Command) “Vomited him out upon the diy 


Land. 
Thus we fee, that Life came forth vitorious’ 
and ceiumptiant from tke very Entrails of 
be a lively Reprefentation of thar 
ftupendous and ineffable Victory, mbich JESUS 
CHRIST, Fight hundred Years after, was to 
obtain againft Death and Hell: When after’ he 
had freely offer'd bimfelf to_be caft into “the 
Sea, for the Salvation of she World and after 
he bad been three Days and three Nights i 
the Heart of the Earth, be arofe from thence 
‘full of Life, ly a glorious Refurre&tion. Ard 
me may here very well fay with the Fathers, 
How Miraculous muft thofe Truths be,where- 
of the Zypes and Figures only are fuch great 
Miracles ? 


Cc % T-H-E 
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The -Ninevites Repent. : 


The Inhabitants of Nineveh Repent, at the Preaching of the 
Prophet FO NA HH. | 


Fter that GOD had fo wonderfully pre- 
A ferv’'d Fonah in, and afterwards deli- 
The fame Year 3197. ver’d him from theWbules- 

a fecond time to go to Nineveh, and Preach 
to that Great City, and to declare the Com- 
miflion he had charged with him. ‘fonab now 
no more calt about, how he might avoid the 
Command laid upon him, but by his ready 
Obedience made it appear, how thuch he had 
profited by the Affli&ion GOD had fent him, 
and that he had learnt never any mare to op- 
pofe himielf againft the Divine Will, though 
never fo difficult or thwarting of his own. 

In this ditpofition he went (contrary to the 
- euftom of all other Prophets) to Preach to a 

Peopie that were /rearben Idolaters,that there- 
in alfo he might be a Figure of Fefus Chrift, 
who in time to come was to Convert the Gen- 
siivs. . Now Nineveb wasa great City, which 
(as the Scripture tells us) was three Days 
Journey in length. When Fonab was advaned 
‘into the City about a Days Journey, he lift- 
ed up his Voice, and declared, That yet forty 
Days, and Nineveh fhould be deftroyed. 

The Jnbabitants: being terrified with this 
Denunciation, believed the Word of GOD by 
‘his Prophet, and with an -hamble Faith(which 
according to the Word of our Saviour Fefus 
Chrift, wiil prove the condemnation of thiofé 
Unbelievers that do not Repent) they pro- 
claimed a Faff, and put on Sackcloth, from the 
greateft of them to the leaft, to the end that 
their Sorrow and Repentance: might be as ge- 
neral, as their Corruption and Sins had been; 

‘and that as. no Age, Sex, nor Quality had 
been free from contributing to the Guilt ; fo 
none mizlit be exempted trom the Penance, 
that might make Attonement for it. 

The King himlelr being ftrangely Alarmed 
with the News of this fudden -DeftruGion, 
threatninz Him and his Subje&s, came down 
trom his Throne, and quitted all his Royal 


Belly, he commanded him: 


Robes and Ornaments, to put on Sackcloth, 
and fit in Afhes : And not contented to ex- 
cite his Subjects to Repentance by his Exam- 
ple only, he publifhed an Bdi&, and caufed 
it to be proclaimed through the City, That 
neither Man nor Beaft, Herd nor Fleck, thould 
eat or drink any thing 3 and that all his Sub- 
jefts thould apply themtelves to cry mightily. 
to GGD, and every one of them turn from 
their Evil ways, and the Violence that was in 
their “ands: For who can tell (faid he) bur 
GOD oill take pity of us, and tury away from 
his fierce Anger, that we perifh nor ? 

“Thus a whole City, and fo great a City as 
Nineveh was, humbling and abafing them- 
felves before the Eyes of GOD, from the King 
upon the Throne, unto the pooreft and moft 
contemptible Subjett, moved GOD’s Mercy 
and Bowels in Pity towards them ; who feeing 
them changed from what they were, he alfo 
changed the Sentence of Death pronounced a 
gainit them, as having done it only for this 
end, to make them by their férious and hear-, 
ty Repentance to prevent thie Punifbment,where- 
with his Fuftice threatned them. 

This Repentance of the Ninevites i a great 


‘and illuftrious Example of fincere and hearty 
Repentance 5 and therefore we ought often to - 


fet it before our Eyes, that as we have been and 
Still are Followérs of them in Sin and Wicked- 
nels 3 fo we might endeavour to imitate and ex- 
prefs their Repentance. 

" And this the rather, becanfe our Saviour JE- 


SUS CHRIST affures us, That this Example - 


of the Ninevites, fhall confound and -con- 
‘demn ail thofe, who living under the-Preack- 
ing of the Gofpel, do ftill continue in Jmpeni- 
‘tence and Unbelief; becaufe the Menaces ‘he 
has pronounced in the Go/pel againft Impeni- 
tent Sinners, ought without comparifonto be 
‘more dreadful and terrible to us, than thofe 
of -‘fonah were to the Heathen Inkabitants.ot 
Nijgieh, 
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ONAH perceiving that GOD had re- 
J pea'ed his Sentence pronounced agaialt Ni- 
he fois Poa at neveb, and repented of the 
‘The feme Year 3197- Evil, he had.declared by 
him he would bring upon them, wad exceed- 
jazly difpleas’d and angred ‘at it, out of fear 
that he would be accounted a °Falfe Prepker, 
becaule the fudgment he hadi ‘de jounced -a- 
gainft the City, was not executed, according 
to his Word. Tho’ indeed he, was very. tar 
from being a Falfe Prophet; for’ iri‘declaring 
that Nineveb firould ‘be deftroyed ‘ii Forty 
Days, he declared nothing ‘but the very truth ° 
For (as Ste Auflin excellently obferves) tho’ 
shat City fubfifted fiill as.to its Buildings and 
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Repentance and Gonverfien 
for wicked, -licgntions, riotous. and -baughty Ni- 
neveh was deflroyd and overthrown, and an 
Lumble, penitent, .and “felfrdenying City, now 
fupplydits places. os at a 
But the Prophet fina trad fuffered,the fear 
he had of-heing accounted a F alfe.Propket, to 
take fo deep an. impreffion upon him ;.and 
upon this occafion had fo.far given himfelf up 
to G:ief and. Difcontent, that complairiing to 
GOD of ‘this-his unfeafonablé “Mercy, {as his 
Paffion reprefented it’ to him). he befeéched 
‘him to take. his Life from him, becaufe it 
feemed far more eligible to him to die; than 
tolive. The LORD. with great Lorig-fuffer- 
ing, bearing with this finful weaknels’ of. his 
Servant Fonab, only demanded of him, 1ke- 
ther be did well to be angry? Appealing to 
himfelf about the unreafonablenefs of this his 
Sullen‘Temper.'° 
- But Fonab (who was not yet cured by this 
mild Check ¢he .LORD had given him, to 
! make him reflect upon his.unfeemly Carriage) 
- being come: out :of the City, made himfelt a 
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there under the Shadow of it, to fee what 


- make his little Hermitage more cool, and fha- 
dy) caufed a Guord tofpring up in one Night, 
which by the next Morning covered. his 
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Walls, yet was it moft Pi A Oi ee | 
; itants ;. 


Booth on the Ealt-fide of it, and refted himlelf 
-would become of the City. And GOD (to f 
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GOURD. 


GOD. fbews. Jonah by 2 fenfible Example, bow great a Lowe he hes for 
evons it is to him, when they.by their Sins oblige 
him to Panild them, | 


Bower, affording hima very cool and gratefuf” 
fhade. 

Sfarth was very glad of this unexpeted and 
featanable Réfrefhiment, bie it provd very 
fhiort 3 tor GOD had prepared a Worm, whicle 
eating into the Root of the Geurd, it foon wi- 
thered, anc L-ft Fovab expos’d to the violent 
heat of the Sun-beams ; and that the more,be- 
caufe GOD fent a vehement Ea/t-i/ind,which 
Ctogether with the heat of the Sux beating 
ppon his Hezd) made him faint, and increa- 
fing his difcontented Humor, hea tecond time 
earneftly defired of GOD he might die. 

* But GOD taking occafion trom this Paffio-- 
hate tranfport of the Prophiet Fonah, to make 
him apprehend, how, much grief and trouble 
it occafion’d :to him, whien he tound himfelt 
forced ta punith the Crimes of Mankind, and 
how.great a Violence it would haye been to » 
his. Goodnefs and Inclination to pardon and 
_pafs by Sins, had he. been obliged to deftroy 
‘that great City, demanded again of Fonab, 
Whetker he did well to be angry? Who anfwer'd, 
That he did well to bz angry unto Death.’ ” 

|. This peevifh and froward Aafverof Fonah 
did not hinder. the LORD from mildly. endea- 
vouring to thew him his exorbitant Carriagein . 
this point, by this moft.fenftble‘and convin- 
cing Remonftrance  Confider Jonah mbat thou 
‘doft, tky own Belixviour does condeinn thee; Thow « 
‘baft bad pity om tke Gourd, for the which thon - 
“didft not labour, néitber madzft it grow, - which 
‘came up'in. a’ Night, ‘and perifted in @ Night. . 
And wouldft thon have mz to have no Concern 
.or Pity for Ninevch, thas great City, ‘qwhererr 
are more than- Sixteore ‘Thodfand Manocenr 
Children,:.that cannot difcern . between their 
Right Hand and.their-Left?. 

This Relation-is.an excellent .Looking-Glafs, 

.moft fully reprefenting to» us the great Mercy 
and Long. fuffering of “GOD, “and. the flrange 
exceffis. that Pride and Paffion carry Men.unte 3 
or it was Pride which travfported Jonah to 
Anger, and which made kim, thas he could nor 
endure 10 bear the. imputation of a Fale Pro- 
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Mican, Nahum,and Habakkuk. 


The CON TEN TS of the Book of MICAH. 


HE Prophet M/C AH Prophecied at the 
fame time as Jf2izh, and for fubhtance 
treats of the fame Matters as he doth, and 
fometimes in the very fame Words, as will 
appear by comparing the frit Verfes of both 
their Books, and the Matters therein contain- 
-ed 3 it having pleafed GOB,: that thefe his 
two Servants fhould {peak as from one Mouth, 
to the end, that by this means their Dottrin 
might gain the greater Authority, by per- 
. ceiving them inipir'd by one andthe fame Spi- 
vit; and tothe end that as by the Mouth of 
1wo Witnefjes every word is ratified and con- 
-tirmd, fo the common depofition of them-both 
‘might fuffice to render the Obftinare and Rebel- 
sious inexculable. 

The Prophet in this Book, on the-one hand 
(as may be feen in the Contents of the feveral 
Chapters) doth very harfhly cenfure and re- 
‘prove the enormous and multiplied Sins of Fu- 
dah and Jfrael, for which he denounceth a- 


gaintt them the juft and fevere udgnents f* 
GOD, and particularly the ‘ifpene and - 
ftrudion they fhould fuffer by the Forces cf 
the Afprians and Chaldeans 3 and on the c- 
ther oe ne himfelf to the true Belin 
oeyss he comforts them with the Promife T 
GOD in his time would deliver ae re . 
their Captivity in Babylon 3 and-above-all, by 
moft clear and exquifit Predifions of their 
Spiritual Deliverance by Fefus Chrift their 
Aig, whofe ‘coming he proclaims, fpecifies 
Eetblebem for the place of ‘his Birth, reprefents 
the abundant Bleffings, Graces, and Ben ts 
he would: vouchfafe unto his Church, which he 


“Was to gather to himfelf fom among both 


Fems: and Gentiles, by the Preaching of th 

! e 
Gofpel, and the efficacious Operation oie AG. 
ly Ghoft, affuring her (The Church) not Only 
of her Redemption and Eternal Salvation, bu: 


alfo of the utter.ruin aud. perdition of all her 
Enemies. 


“Fhe Contents of the Book of NAHU M. 


TL. does not appear from any part of Holy 
Writ, when N AH-UM the Prophet lived 
and Prophecied : Some Authors.niake:him Con- 
temporary with King fotham; Others place 
him under the Reign of Manafeb, and others 
again under Fofiah; but thoie feem.to {peak 
with moft probability who refer -his Prophecies 
to the end of the Reign of King Hezekiah, or 
to the beginning of that of Manaffeb, about 
90 Years after Fonzh, at whofe Preaching the 
dubsbitants of Nineveh being Converted,GOD 
‘had fufpended the execution of his Threatning, 
and the effufion of his Fudgments upon-them. 
But being afterwards returned to their former 
Courfe, and relaps’d -into Japicty and Cor- 
caption, and efpecially by -their perfecuting - 


and oppreffing the People of GOD, all the 
Prophecies of Nahum tend only to foretel the 
Ruin and Deftru@ion of that City, and con- 
fequently of the King and Kingdoms of Ajfy- 
rid, whereof Nineveb was the Capital City, 
and accordingly the‘Deliverance: of the People 
7 GOD, fiom under ‘the Tyranny of the 4 
Syrians, for to ftrengthen them-under their Stuf 
ferings, and comfort them by this Hope which 
the'Name of this Prophet Ao imports 3 for 
Nahum in Hebrew Gignifes a Comferter. S. Paul 
alledges one Paffage out of this Prophet, Rom 


“Ios 15+ And how fall they Preach, except they 


be fent? As ‘it is written, How beautiful are 
the Feet of them that preach the Gofpel of 
Peace, and bring glad Fidings of Good things? 


The CONTENTS of the Book of HABAKKUK. 
Te Prophet HABAK,K UK having -not efcape unpunith’d for their Wickednofs and 


undertaken to juftific the Condué of 
GOD, inthe Government and Adminiftration 
of the World, and the. fudgmerits he difpenfeth 
to his People, foretels that GOD was refolved 
tofuffer the Fews (as a Punifhment for their 
eimous and multiplied Sins and Iniqnities) to 
fall into the Hands of the Chaldeans 3 but fo as 
that they themfelves, in their Turns, should 


Crueity. In the Third Chapter the Prophet joyns 
to thefe Prediftions, a very ardent Prayer, in 
which he entreats the LORD, That the Ce- 
lemittes and Miferies which then began to in- 
volve-J/rael and Fudab, and which would ina 


fhort time be greatly increafed, might prove 
to them only a Fatherly Chaftifement, and not 
to their utter suin and fina] deftruction. 


We 





The Contents of Zephaniah and Haggai. 


We cannot certainly determine in what time 
this Propket lived. and -prophefied. Some 
refer hin to the time of Aezekizhs Others - 
make him contemporary with Fofiab or his 


Children 5 but many think tiiat he flourithed 


under the long and unhappy Reign of Ma- 
najetb, becaufe the Sins he reprehends in the 
fews, are much of the nature of thote-that 
were in Vogue: in that Prince’s Reign 5 and 
asit appears from a Part of Chap. 1. ver. 6. 
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that he propbefied before Nebuchadnezza" 
had taken the City of Ferufzlem 3 fo it is pro” 
bable that lie lived in thofe times, when the 
Long-fuffering of GOD bezan to draw to 
an end with the Fews, andfome fhort {pac 
before their defolttion by the Chaldeans. 
We find fome Paffiges of this Prepber, al- 
ledged in the Books of the New Teftament, 
as Alls 13.41- Rom. 1.17. Gale 3. 116 Heby:- 
10-38. 


The Contents of the Book of Z,E PH ANIA H.. 


MHE Prophet.2 EP HAN! AH isone of 

the lefer Prophets; who prophefied before 
the Captivity of Babylon, to ftop and prevent, 
if ithad been poffible, the approaching ruin 
of the Fews, and to invite and exhort them to 
prevent the Fidgments of God by their tinrely 
Repentance: For the three following Propbers 
lived and difcharged their Funéions about the 


time that the Fews returned from their Capri . 


vity in Chaldea. 
This Propber lived in the Reign of Fofah, 
about the fame time when -Feremich entred 


upon his Prophetical Office, and were both: 


of them contemporary with Aluidab the Pro- 


pletefs. In this his Prophefie. he foretels to - 


Ferufalem, and the whole Tribe of Fudab, 
that. becaufe of their /doltry, and other. 


heinous Sins, they fhould be deftroyed by the-* 
Chaldeans ; and in the mean time hé exhorts 
them to amend their Lives, adding alfo fome - 
Predifions and Denuncisions againft Foreign 
Nations; and - afterwards falls again upon - 
the enormous Crimes and perverfe. Obftina- 
cy of thé Inbabitants of Ferufilem s and the. 
Judgments they were to exped tronr the. 
Hand of GODS Atid laftly, He exhorts.all 
the good and faithful amoneft them to Pati- 
ence, and comforts them with Evangelicad- - 
Promifes concerning the gathering and ampli- 
fication of the Churth, in the time: of the 
Meffiah, bythe Calling in of the Gentiles ; 
declaring alfo' how GOD would fandifie, ble[s 


‘and glorifie them, by deftcéying and extermi- - 


Mating all their Enemies. 


The Gontents. of the Book of HAG G:‘AL. 


HS GAI,ZACHARIAH and 
M-ALAC HI, didall three of them 
live and prophecy: at the time when the Fews 
were delivered from their Captivity in Baby- 
ln. They exhort the People very earneftly to 
rebuild the Jemple, and the City of ‘ferufa- 
‘km : For after that they had laid the Founda- 
tion of the Zemple, every one of them apply'd 
themfelves to the building of their own Houjes, 
and by a carelefs neglect lett the Building of 
the Houfeof GOD ata ftand'; befides which, 
other hindrances alfo hapning from abroad,did 
mueh ftop the advancing of the Work, as may« 


be feen Ezra go, Se. and 6."1; 3; Sc. But-at - 
‘laft: the earneft Jnffances and reiterated Exhor- : 
tations of thiele Prophets had fo-good an effe&, - 


that the people-having taken in hand again the 
Building of the.Jemple (which had been fopt 


and interrupted from ‘the time that they had- 


laid:the Foundations of it,full 42-years,accord- 


' ingto the Companioris of fome, tho others.; 
fay not fo long ): they: finithed it. within four ~ 


Years time. See Ezra 231.415 5c. Fohn 2.206 ~ 


The principal Arguments and Motives the. 
Prophet Haggai makes ule of in this Book, to.’ 
excite the. Fems to fet upon. the.Work again, - 


- 


and bring it to perfeSion; were firft of all:be- 
caufe it was ‘but reafonable that: Divine and 
Heavenly Things, which concern the Wor{bip 
and Service of GOD, and his-Gtory, fhould be 
preferred in our Care and Endeavours,betore. 
all Temporal and Earthly Concerns what{cever, - 
and that in cafe of failure herein, they might 
expect that GOD wonld juftly refufe them his 
Bleffing upon theit outward Affairs,which they 
preferr’d betore his Jntere/#. And in the next 
place he urges thisExhortation,becaule the dig- 
nity and preheminence of this Second Temple 
‘would: by far furpafs the Glory of the Firft, 
chiefly, becaufe Fefus Chrift, the Son'ot GOD, 
would honour it with his prefence in the“Flefh, 
and his Preaching,- and would continue from - 
that-time by his Spirit and Grace-to dwell and 

take up his abode im his Church s-And thirdly 

and laity, becaule GOD would fo-favour and 

further theWork with his Bleffing,that it fhould 

be finith’d in a fhort time. Two montbs after that 
47aggai had began to prophefie, he wasfecond-" 
ed -by Zachariah, .wno alfo very earneftly-exci- 
ted and. exhorted :his backward anddearful - 
Countrymen, to continue and carry on-the - 


Work, -- be 
THE 
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The Contents of the Book of Zechariaand Malachi. 


The Contents of the Book of ZECHARIAH. 


‘Fy Echariah is the fecond in order of tholfe 
Prophets, who preached to the fers at 
ter their Return from the Babyleni{h Captivi- 
75 he began to I'rophsfe two Months alter 
Ffaggai in the eighth Month of the fecond 
year of King Darizs, He was jeyned with Hag- 
&ti-and Malachi in the fame Conmiffion, to 
animate the F:rws couragioufly t> carry on the 
Building of the Temple, and_ the re-eftablith- 
ing of the pure #erfhip of GOD, as appears 
from Era, Chap. §. ver. 1. 

This Book treats of many excelent Matters, 
whereof thefe are the chiei ; Firft of all, he 


exhorts the Jews, who were returned cut of 


‘Chaldez into Faleftina , to repentance and 
amendment of their Lives. Secondly, He 
relates feveral exquifite Vifions, by which 
"GOD reprefents to them,how tenderly he had 
chofen them for his‘own People, and in parti- 


cular, bow gracioufly he had delivered them 
from the Babylonian Bondage, with Promijes 
from time to come to take them into his holy 
Protefion,in cate they did { erioufly repent, and 
finith the Building of. the Temple. Thirdly, He 
foretels the deffruction of the Enemies of "Gods 
People, the Coming of the Meffiah, his Death 
and Paffion, his Kingdom and Prieftly Office, 
and the Bleffings he would fhower down upon 
his Church, now enlarged and increafed b the 
Calling and Converfion of the Gentiles. 
Many Paflages of this Prophet are found 
quoted in the New Teftament , as well b 
Fijus Chrift himtelf, as by his Evangelify 
and Apoftles, Mate 21+ 5. and 26, 1§5 3%e and 
27-9» Mark 14.27, Joh. 12. 15. and ry, 29, 
Ephel, 4. 25. Rev, 1.7. Which ought the 
more to excite and animate to the reading and 
ferious minding of this Prophet. 


The Contents of the Bookof MALAC HT 


“THis Word MAL AC A] fignifies, My 
—T Angel, or My Meffenger ; from whence 
-fome.infer, that he was nota mortal Man, but 
rather an Angel lent from //eaven,to conclude 
and fhut up the Prophecy of the Old Law 3 as 
the Miniftry of Angels had been often formerly 
employed, as well at the publication of the 
Law, as in many Revelations of old made to 
the Patrtarcks. - Othersare of Opinion, that 
by this Name we are to underftand Ezra the 
Prieft and Scribe, who is fo called, to exprels 
the Office and Funfion GOD had committed 
to him, and hecaufe of the excellent Do Trine 
he fets down in this Book. 
But becaufe Hagg.zi is alfo called the Argel 
or Ambaffadour of the LORD, chap. 1. ver. 13. 
‘its moft probable to fuppofe this Mzlzcki to 
‘have been an holy Prophet, contemporary with 
Zecharia and Ezra; and ( according to the 
order of Time ) the laft of the Leff2r Prophets, 
and he who of all the reft came nearelt to our 
Saviours coming in the Fi:fh; for he did not 
begin to Prophecy tillafter the finifoing of the 
Second Temple, and that the City of Ferufalem 
was rebuilt and railed from its Ruins. In thcfe 
his Propheftes, he at firft reproves the hardned 
Ferws for their Ingratitucte towards GOD, who 
had beftowed fo many and fo great Benefits 
upon them, in bringins them beck again to 
their own Country, and fering up his Service 
‘azain amoneft them: He reprehends and 


checks the Priefts, for having cor:apted the 
Service of GOD and all the People of the mul. 
tiplicity and enormity of their Sins, and pan 
ticularly by their profaning the Sacredne(sof 
Marriage, by joyning themfelves to ftrange and 
idolatrovs Women, in taking to themfelves a 
great many Wives, and licentionfly divorcing 
their lawful Ones; and ingeneral, for their 
Blafphemies againft GOD, and the hardnefs of 
their Heart, with a denunciation of thofe Che 
Stifements and Fudgments of GOD, which be- 
caufe of'a'l thefe Enormities did hang over their 
Fleads, with an earneft Exhortation to Amend: 


ment and Repentance. And to comfort the Good 


and Faithful, he foretels the Coming of Fejus 
Chrift, and of S. Fobn the Baptiff his Fore 


runner; and that Chrift was to abolith the Shi 
dows and Firgures of the Law, and inftead 
thereof bring in everlafting and effential Rigl- 
tevu(nefs, and throughout the whole World {et 
up the Evangelical Worfhip of the New Cove 
ant in Spirit and in Truth. And as he exhorts 
the People of GOD to an holy Converfion, and 
a due perfeverance in the true Service and 
Werf:ip of GOD; fo Yikewife every where, 
throughout this Fock, he threatens the Profane 
and Aypocrites with fevere Punifiments. We 
find divers Texts of this Prophet alledged in the 
New Teflament, Mat. 11. 10, lq And 37+ 30, 
11,12,13- Mark 1.2. and 9. 12. Like 16 16373 
dnd 7. Vere 27. Rom. 9. 136 


The End of th OLD TESTAMENT. 
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A Summary of the New TESTAMENT. 


HE Word TESTAMENT is of a 

Latin Original 3 and of greater ex- 

tent in its firft fignification, than is 

that in hich it is commonly now ta- 

ken, in ordinary Affairs : It’s often ufed in the 

Tranflations of the Holy Writings, to exprefs 

the Greek Word Diatheke, which generally fige 

nifies in our Language, The Will of the Dead 3 

but the Greek Interpreters of the Old Tefta- 

ment, and the Writers of the New, do com- 

monly ufe it to anfwer the Hebrew Word Berith, 

which properly fianifies a Contra& or Covenant. 

Thus does this Word fer forth the Covenant 

which GOD vouchfafed to enter into with Men, 

on performance of which, they were to have Ever- 
Jafting Life. 

Now GOD made two Covenants with Man, 
the Old and the New 3 the Old, is that which 
GOD made with the firft Man; and in bim 
mith all bis Pofterity, before bis Fall s iz which 
be promis'd bim Eternal Life, and gave bim 
ike Pledges and Seal of ét in th2 Tree of Life ; 
ander condition of a conftant Obedience and 
perfell Obfervance of bis Law: And therefore 
*tis calPd the ‘Covenant of Nature, Gecaufe 
GOD made it berween him and Man, at the 
firft Eftablifhment of Nature ; ix being fuch as 
the Nature of Man, created after God's orn 
Image, and bis dependance on him, neceffarily 
required, Ips alfo calPd the Covenant of 
Works, aid the Covenant of th: Law 3 becaufe 
it exatted the Righteoutnels of Works, in @ 
perfe® performance of the Law. And GOD 
would bave this bis Law repeated, and reprefen- 
ted to the Mraclites by rhe Miniftry of Moles; 
to the end, that obferving that this Condition 
was Eenerally violated by all,and from that time 
#0 bedy was able to accomplifp it, they fhould be 
oblig’d to fearch their Salvation ia another Co- 
venant, term'd @ New one 3 and which confifts 
in Gods vouchfafing to fer up bis own Sen, to 
be d Mediator between him and us, to reconcile 
us 10 himfelf by the price of bis Bloods pro- 
ming everlafting Lire to ail thofe who fhall ap- 

plyit, and receive him wirhan obedient Faith; 
and this is called the Covenant of Grace. 

Téefz tre Covenants, the Old and the New, 
beirg oppos’l, as Hagar and Sarah, Sinai and 
Sion, doeffentially differ from one anotber, For 
ag the Law is the Contract of the. firft, fo the 


Gofpel is the Treaty of the fecond, ro which 
the Name of Teftament does more particularly 
agree in the firiit fignification of Lawyers: 
which becomes only of validity by the Death of 
the Teftator, according as St. Paul fays, Heb, 
9-16. We may alfo diftinguhfh it in refpelt of 


its different Oeconomies into Old and New: 


This comprebends all the Adminiftration which 
preceded the Manifeftation and Coming of the 
Mediator. 
The firft Promife was made to our firft Pa- 
rents immediately after their Sin, Gen. 3. 15. 
And "tis nor to be doubted, but the Sacrifices and 
other Holy Ceremonies, which were afterwards 
obferved till Abrabam’s Time, were aifo fabfere. 
vient to the Order of GOD; and by bis Inhi- 
tution 10 this fame Oeconomy, 4s well to prefi- 
Sure she promifed Seed, as to denore she man- 
ner in which it foould bruife the Serpent’s. 
Head. And this is the caufe why Abel’s Sacri- 
fice was approved of from bis Faith, Heb.r1.4. 
and our Saviour Chrift is called the Lamb flain: 
from the foundation of the World, Rev.33.8, 
This Promife was renewd more particularly 10 
Abraham and bis Pofterity, with this affurance,. 
That the Mediator fhould be of it, and that 
in his Seed fhould be bleft.all the Nations of 
the Earth, which GOD wou'd fignifie and 
feal to him by Ciscumcifien, Rom. 4. 13. 70 
which Mofes gave the laft ftroak by the diverfe 
Ceremonies of bis Eftablifhment,which in their 
Evangelical ufe, were she Shadows of good 
things to come, Heb. 10. 1. This denotes the 
Adminiftration and Form, given to it by the 
Coming of Jefus Chrift iz the Fleth, the Son of 
GOD, and Mediator of the New Covenant, 
whe bas reconciled us to GOD, adually paid the 
price of our Redemption, and obtain’d fer us an 
Everlafting Deliverance. And tho’ that in ficb- 
Stance they make but one, feeing that in bash one 
and the ober, she -Remiffion of Sins, and 
Everlafting Life are promis’d by Faith in the 
Mediator 3 yer ave they diftinguifi'd by diffe- 
rent Difpenfations 5 that of the New being far 
clearer, kefs clouded with Shadows and Figures, 
and of greater extent, feeing all People are 
indifferently therein recetved, and have a parts 
We may call the firft, The Teftament of Pro- 


“mile, and the other, The Teftament of the: 


Accomplithment. Moreover under thefe i 
OF. 





4. OUMIMAry Or Che LVew f elament. ZI 


od the Books, Titles, and facred Monu- 
ments, which contain the Creation and Occo- 
nomy of the Covenant; according to which 
fenfe the Books of this Volume, which make 
she fecond Tome of the Holy Bible, are called 
in their Infcription the New Teftament ; 7” 
cppofition to the Books of Moles and the Pro- 
phets, in which the Mediator of the Covenant 
was promifed,and in which was exattly defcrib'd, 
m what Stem and Tribe be was to be born, 
when be frould take on bin our Eleth ; what be 
was t6 do and fuffer to reconcile Men to GOD, 
to obtain for them Eternal Salvation, avd 
to leadem thereunto. And it was moft cer- 
sainly foretold and p ree s in the Books of 
the Old Teftament, Zhat the Meffias or Me- 
diator, who was to reconcile Men to GOD, 
foould be bis only Son, GOD of GOD, Light 
of Light, Very GOD of very GOD, Pfal. 
45° 8, Sc. 11O- Ie Efa. 95- Ferem. 23> 6; i 
That in the fulnefs of time he was to take our 
Nature on him, being to be born of a Virgin, 
Gen. 3. 15. Elai. 7. 14. and of the Pofterity of 
Abraham, Haac and Jacob, Juda oe David, 
Gener torre & 22.180 K 49-9,10- 20AMe7612, 
Efa. r1et- Jerem. 23-56 that he Should be born 
at Bethlehem, Mich. . x. i the time when 
the Scepter fhould be taken from Juda, Gen.49. 
10. Efa. 11-86 Dat. 9. 24+ That being born, be 
frould fly into Egypt, Hol. 11-2. fhould be af- 
terwards brought up at Nazareth, Efai. 11. 1. 
and fbould bave Elias for bis Forerunner : ho 
was t0 a in the wi and prepare 
his way, Efa. e 3° © 3e Te 4 Se 
That ke was to begin his preaching of the Go- 
{pel in Galilee, Efa. 9.1, 2. and feal and 
confirm bis Doétrine by great Miracles, Efa. 
3505» That be fhould make bis Entrance into 
Jerufalem, Riding on the Foal of an Als, Pfal. 
118. 2§. Zach. 9. 9. That be was to be betray'd 
by one of bis Difciples, Pfal. 41. 10. & $5. 14 
fold for Thirty pieces-of Silver, Zach. 11. 12. 
beaten, fcourged, derided, outragionfly Spit 
on, Efa.so0.6. and treated as an Offender, Efa. 
$3ek2+ That be was to fuffer all this i our Sins, 
Elite $3+ 374 Should offer bimfe y or a propi- 
tiatory Sacrifice to expiate them, Pfal. 40. 7, 8 
Efa. $3.6. 10. and fhould then feel great Ago- 
nies in bis Soul, Pial. 22- 26 Ela. $3.13. That 
he fhould be shamefully Crucifi'd and Nailed to 2 
Crofs, Deut. 21.23. Plal. 22. 17+ Elas § 30 8 
That be fhould be expofed on the Crols, to cruel 
Mockings, and have Gall and Vinegar offered 
bim to drink, Plal. 220 8» & 69. 22. That Lots 


q Old aud New Teftament, are often under- 


were to b¢ caft for bis Garménts, Plalo sector 
That not one of bis Bones foould be broken, no 
more than thofe of the Pafchal Lanib, Exod.12- 
46. Plal. 34 21. And that bis Side fhould be 
pierced, Zach. 12.10. That be foould dye of 4 
Death equally fhameful arid dolorous, to make tke 
propitiation for our Sins, and to make us righte- 
ovs, Ela. $3.8. Dan.9. 24, 26- Yet was be to 
obtain 4 decent and honourable Burial, Ef.s 3.9. 
That be fhould fuffer no Corruption in bis Grave, 
Pfal. 16. 10. bus be delivered thence the rhird 
Day by 2 Glorious RefurreAion from the Dead, 
Efa. 3.10. John 1.17. That be foould afcend 
triumphantly into Heaven, and there fis at the 
Right Hand of GOD, Pial. 68-59 &K 110.46 
Whence be wasto fend bis Holy Spirit, Joel 2. 
28-6 

Now ail thefe things are recited, and defcri- 
bed by the Evangelifts and Apoftles in the New 
Teftament, as hapning and accomplifi’d pun- 
&ualy in our LORD and Saviour eins Chrift. 
So that the Summary and Contents of this Book, 
confift chiefly in the Defcription of bis Perfon 
and Office, the better to difcover the Benefits we 
receive from him. As to bis Perfon, we are 
taught, That he is very GOD, Coeffential and 
Coeternal with the Father ; and real Man, 
like unto us, Sinonly excepted by the indivifible 
and infeparable Union of thefe two Natures,the 
Divine and Humane, in perfonal Unity without 
mixture and confufion of their Properties. 

His Divine Nature is deferib’d, and clearly 
prov’d by the Names and Titles given to bir, 
of GOD; True GOD ; GOD bleffed over 
all; LORD, or Jehovah; of the only Son of 
GOD ; of the Prince of Life; LORD of 
Glory; LORD over all, Sovereign Judge of 
the Quick and Dead; King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords. 

it?s confirm'd and denoted by the effential Pro- 
perties of the Divinity, which are attributed to 
it; 4s Eternity, Immenfity, Omniprefence, 
Omnipotency, amd Omnifciency. it’s prov’d 
Jrom the Operations, and Divine Attions, of 
which its defcrib’d to be the Principle,the Source 
and Author 3 as are the Creation, and Prefer-, 
vation of all thingsin their fate 3 the Eledion 
of Men to Eternal Life, the Inflitution of Men 
to the Holy Miniftry and Sacraments in bis 
Church, the Communication of the Holy Spi- 
rit to bis Children; their Regeneration, their 
Redemption from the Power of the Devil; the 
Refurreétion and Enlivening of all the Dead 
at his Voice 3 bis fitting at the Right Hand of 
the Father ; the Sen Judgment, for mate’ 
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To which we may add fo many different and reat 
Miracles, which he wrought by bis oren Power, 
end which his Ditciples alfa perform’d in his 
Nance, for the confirmacion of the Gofpe'. 

Les alfa moreover prow d by the facred, religi- 


ovs, and Divine Rites, which are due to bint, of 


Faich, Rellance, Invocation, 2d Adoration 3 
and therefore “ris that we are baptized into his 
Name, as well w the Fathers, and Holy Spi- 
rits. /%% Humane Nature # alld fujiciently 
reprefented unto usin tke Holy Writings 3 fec- 
sg he’s there denoted to be Born of the Seed of 
David, according to the Fleth 3 conceived of rhe 
Holy Spitit 27 the Virgins Womb, whence ke 
rook his Humanz Nature in a Supernstural 
mariner, ended with ¢ real Hume Bodv, like 
ours, and with a rational Soul 3 fo thae after the 
manner of other Men, he was liable to Hunger, 
Thift, Heat, ad Cold, pains of Body, and 
anxiety of Mind, expefed to all the perturbati- 
on of Human Affedlions, Anger, Joy, and Sad- 
neis. : : 
As to whar concorns his Office, for-the dif 
chirge of which kis Fatlier Jent kim into this 
lorer World, its Threefolt, conformable to the 
Surname af Chritt Cwbich is to Jay) ANOIN- 
TED ; Prophetical, Sacerdotal, aad Roval, 
zecording as under tke Old Teltament the Un- 
ction dit particuliriy belong to thefe three Dig- 
mities of Prophee, Prieft, ed King. 
fe exercisd kere below bis Office of Pro- 
phet, as well by hinlelf 2s kis Ditciples 5 and 
efpectally by the Twelve Apoftles, which he had 
chofen. In the Days of bis Flefo he preackd 
binfeif the Goipel, teacking, That ke was the 
Meflias,. and the premis’t Redeemer, and that 
to have part inthe great Salvation:-he brougte, 
Men muft belizve in kim by a lively Faith, and 
turn 10 GOD wy a fincere Repentance. To this 
effed he cited the Law, and vindicated and 
cleared it from the f3lte Gloffes, and vicious 
Explications which the Scribes and Pharifees 
have it ;-.to the end, Thar in this Glafs Men 
might the oetter difcover their Imperfettious and 
Failings, and be jenfible of: the neceffity of a 
more exat Righteoufnefs than that-of Works, 
to fund before GOD ; and ‘learn- to render kim 
@.more perfeit Obetience, and-more-fincere than 
that which their bypocritical Mafters- had- fhewed 
them. He confirm’d the Tiath of his DoBrine 
by fo many Miracles ; he purpofed it with fuch 
Evidence, Grace, and Clearnefs be grounded 
info firmly onthe Auskority.of Moles, and the 


A, “A ounimary of the Mew f eflament , 
ond he fhzlt came 4g.sin at rhe end of the World. 


Prophets, that bis Enemies could not coutr dig 
him, but bya Spirit of Fury, and Hardnetg of 
Heart. After his Affumption into Glory, mgt 
kis Triumphant Afcenfion into Heaven, be fine: 
his Apoftles throughout all 1h2 World, to preach 
Faith avd Repentance i” bis Name 3 and 19 
call indifferently ait People to the participation 
of ‘bis Benefits, and enjoyment of bis Salvation, 
Of which they faishfully acquitted then/bloes ap. 
long as they livd, bork by Word of Mouth} and. 
Writinz, efpecially in their Epiftles, wishimsbe 
up & great part of thz Books of the New Tels. 
ment, which are to be tothe End of the World: 
a ftanding Rulz of Do&trine in the Church: ” 
Our ‘Lord ‘has. exercis’t: bis Prieftly Office 
when having diy fantified Limfelf on Earth, be 
of bis own Will offered binfelf in our place, as 
a Sacrifice, without Spot or Blemifh, and fuffer 
ed for us both in bis Soul und Bady the punijh... 
ment due to our Sins, and Offered himfelf a Pro. 
pitiatory Sacrifice to GOD his Father, for the 
Expiation of all cur Tranigreffons, by the bit- 
ter, fhameful, and curfed Death of the Cro: 
And therefore as be bore our Sins, they bein 7 
Maid om him, to difcharge us of them; fo GoD 
will impute: to us this bis Satisfaition, and the 
Merit of bis Obedience and Death, to Crown it- 
in us with Immortality ad Glory. And as the 
High-Prieft under the Law, after the Oblation 
of th2 Sacrifice in the Outpares of the Temple, 
carried the Blood into the Holy place, to appear 
before GOD in the Name of tll the People s fo 
our great High-Priet having acquitred bimfelf 
in every relpect here below as in the Out-partsof 
the grest Temple of the Univerfe of rhis firft 
part of bis Priefthood, (which conjifts in the of- 
fering up of bimfelf onthe Crols-and ‘in the en 
tire SarisfTion which ke made to the Puftice of 
GOD for all our Sins,) is entred into the Hea- 
venly Sanftuary, by vertue of bis Blood, and. 
is fer down at the Right Hand of his Father, ro 
reprefent continually-to him the efficacy and price 
of it, and to obtain for us the application of it 
by his. Holy Spirit, to oir entire Juitifieation; 
for the Remiffion of all our Sins, and to make 
thzre perpetual Interceffion for us. 

And asto what concerns his Office and Fun- 
Gion of King, be bas partly acquitted himfelf 
of that here below; when by his Death, he bas 
deliver'd us from the Tyranny and Violence of 
our Enemies, having given feveral Proofs of 
bis Power and Royal Authority, when be cone 
ftrain’d the Demons to jeave the Bodies of 
thofe they poffeffed 5 when he healed the Sick of 
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ail Diftempers, when be calied the Dead out of 
their Graves; when he appeajed the Storms, 
and calnPd the Tempelts; wh2n he drove out, 
of the Temple rhofe wha polluted the holinefs of 
thet place by an infamous TRAFIC, and in 
fine, when be made bis Trinmphant (tho tumble) 
emrance into Jerutalem. Buz efpzcially in his 
glorious Exaltation, be nove exercifcs this Regal 
Power from the higheft Heavens; whence he 
guides and governs kis Church, by his Word 
and Spirit 5 he gathers ir, proselts it powerfully 
and miraculoufiy in the World amongst all irs 
Enemies, and in dufpise of their rage and 
fury; the Gates of Hell vor being ablz to pre- 
vail againft its L7e rebukes and overtkrows 
every Power which rifes againft it; be con- 
firains the moft Okdurate, who refufe to adore 
him, to become bis Footftool, till at length be 
fre return ziftbly from Heaven ar the lift day 
in the end ef the‘World, to judge the Living 
and the Dead, to put the laft band to the per- 
fe@ Redemption and Eternal glorification of 
kis Church in the Kingdom of Heaven ; to de- 
fircy by the Refurrestion the Iaft Enemy, which 
is Death; and to throw doron all the wicked 
both in Body and Soul, with the Devils and 
Evil Angels, into rhe abyfs of eternal Flames. 
And bere-is near upon the Summary of whav’s 
contzin’d in tke Books of the New Teftament. 
Would we fellow the Order, according to 
which they be rang’d, we may diftinguifh them 
into Hiftorical, Didactic, and Prophetical ; as 
are divided fomerimes thoje of the Old Tefta- 
ment, into Hiftorical and Prophetical. Bue to 
make Two Parts of them, we ought to divide 
them into Narratives or Hiftories, and ino 
Dogmatics or Do&trinals; beciufe some of them 
recide Hiftories and Events, and otters eee 
Articles and chief tieads of Doftrine. For al- 
tho thefe do fometimes relate Events and Pieces 
of Hiltory, and thofe be alfo fill'd and {prink- 
led with feveral Do&trines and falutary Inftru- 
ions; yet is this divifion and partition made 
‘in refpe of the Order which is refpeltively 
-obferv'd in reference to what is chiefly treated 


“The Narrative Books or Hiftories of the New 
Teftament, treat either of things which have 
been already done or bapned, or of thofe which 


d 


rere then to cone to pafse The chinas dune an" 
hapned are of tro kinds, for they are either 0 
what has bapned to our Savicur, Chrift infzlf 
(which is to fay) of what be bas dove, what 
he has fuffzred, and whatcuer bas befallen bine’ 
frrce bis Birth, to bis Returreétion and giori- 
ous Aicenfion; ad all, or as mich a5 was-<ie= 
effiry for us to knew in orler to Lalvation, bes - 
ing contain d in the Four Evanzelifts, written 
under the particular and immediszte tr fpira- 
tion of the Spirit of GOD Ly the Four Evan- 
gelilts, (5. Matthew, 5S. Mark, 5S. Luke, ard 
S.Jchn 3) or of whar bey hapned to bis Holy 
Apoftles, dz th2 firft eftablifhment of the Chri- 
ftian Church, related by 3. Luke a rhe Book 
- ‘their As. The Events of Juturity hav: 

een reprefented prophetically by S. John in kis. 
Revelations; -which contatns in divers Vit- 
ons, 4 fummary Kevital of wher wes to bape 
pen to the Church of Chritt, from bis Afcenfon, - 
into Heaven, to the end of the World. 

The Dostrinal or Dogmatical Books, which 

principally treat of Points of DoSrine, are ths 
Epiftles of the holy Apoftles, as well of S.Pauk 
as of fome others of the fame rank. 7h? Avcftle 
S. Paul*has wrote on asvers occafions, 14 
Several Epiftles 5-fome of them being direfked 
to particular Churches, One to the Romans, 
Two to the Corinthians, One to the Galatians, 
One to the Ephefians, One to the Philippians, .. 
One tothe Coloffians, and Two to the Theffajo« 
nians; The reft to particular perfous; Tao 10 
Timothy, One to Titus,ad One to Philemon; to 
which is to be add2d the 14th, written to all the 
Nation of the Hebrews; and they -bave been 
moft certainly to blame, who world have calld 
into queflion, whether >treas- Canonical, ~ and 
of the fame Apoitle. dbere have been alfo 
fome other Apottle, who have written Circu- 
larly or Catholic Letters, fur the inftruftion 
of the whole Church, 5. James One, 5S. Peter 
Iwo, 5. John Three; and S. Jude One. 

Thefe are all the. feveral pieces of the New 
Teftament, written as the Evangelift 5. John 
declares, To the end we may believe that 
Fefusis the Chrift the Son of GOD, and that 
in believing we may have Life through his - 
Name, Fobn 20. 31. which GOD in his merey .. 
enable us al} to do, Amen. 


THE. 
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LUKE I, 


THE SALUTATION. . 


HE Oracles of the Prophets being ac- 
complifhed, and the time which GOD 

Anno Mundi 3999, had appointed to fhew 
Before the commn forth his Mercy, and give 
Fira of Fefus Chri! 4 Saviour to the World, 
e being come; The Angel 
Gabriel was {ent from GOD, Firktto Zacharias, 
when he offered Incenfe in the Temple, to tell 
him, that he fhould have a Son, who fhould 
be called Fol, whofe Birth was to be the 
Joy and Glory of Jfrael. 

Six months after, GOD fent the fame An- 
gel to the Holy Virgin Mary at Nazareth, 
where fhe ufually lived. She was efpoufed to 
Fofeph, of the Houle of David, whom GOD 
gave Her for a Guardian, and ProteStor of her 
Innocency, being both Married, as S. Auftin 
faith, in a Reciprocal defign of never Uni- 
ting together, but by the Spirit. 

GOD, who aaed invifibly in their Souls, 
led them by a {ecret and intergal Law to em- 
brace this Vertue of Virginity, of which there 
was not then any Example of Earth ; for in 
efpoufing each other, they alfo at the fame 
time ef{poufed the Reproach of Barrennefs. 
But GOD honoured this, Angelical Marriage 
with the moft Divine Fruit,that ever appeared 
on Earth: And to this end, he fent the Angel 
Gabriel to the Holy Virgin. 

. He found her alone, as S. Ambrofe obferves, 
and jaluted her with an Hail Mary full of 
Grace, fhe having been filled with it from her 
Mothers Womb 3 and this Fulnefs, {till en- 
creafedia her, without any Interruption, in 
the whole Courfe of her Life. 

The Praifes which the Angel gave her, in 
this Salutation, at firt troubled her, asis ob- 
lerved in the Gofpel. She was apprehenfive 
of the Angels ot Darknefs, who transform 
themlelves into Angels of Light: She mufed 
in her {elf at what the faw, and heard, and 
thus tanght Holy Souls, not to be rafh and 
hafty , but to take time to judge of all 
things. 
~ The Angel knew her trouble, and to ap- 
peale her, thus daid ; Fear not Mary, for you 
have found Favour with GOD. And he af- 
terwards declared to her his Meffage, as in 
S.» Luke, Bebold thou halt conceive in thy 


Womb, avid bring forth a Son, and fhals call 


his name Jeflus s be fhall be great, and 

called the Son of h #10 bigheft, fae 
LORD GOD fhall give to him the Throne of 
his Father David, and he fall Reign over the 
Houfe of Jacob for ever, and of bis Kinedom 
there fhall be no end, She heard without dif. 
compofure, this Meflage of the Angel Gabriel, 

She only askt of the Angel how, what he 
had told, would come to pats, feeing the 
knew not a Matis She ask’d this Queftion 
without Wavering in the Faith, and without 
Curiofity, that the might fubmic her felf to 
the Will of GOD, and follow pun@ually, what 
he had Ordained. 

The Angel affured her, that Man fhould 
have no part in this Work, but that the Aoly 
Ghoft would himfelf form in her the Child of 
which fhe was to be the Mother. 

He at the fame time fhewed her, what had 
hapned to S. Ebizabeth, affuring her, that 
that Zoly Woman who pat for Barren in the 
World, was already Pregnant fix Months s by 
an effe& of the powerful Operations of Gods 
Fioly Spirit, to whom not any thing was im- 
poflible. 

When the Holy Virgin, had received from 
the rat aes an Anfwer to what fhe had de 
rl ) and noip ape the manner of Gods 

perating in her fo greata Myftery, thea 
‘plied her felf wholly to ceftise to GOD her 
perfe& Refignation to his Wills which the 
did by thefe humble Words, which admirably 
well fhew the Pious Difpofition of her Souk 
Behold the Handmaid of the Lord,. Be it unw 
me according to thy Word. And fhe faid, my 
Soul doth magnifie the Lord, and my Spirit 
hath rejoyced in GOD my Saviour, fer he bath 
regarded the low eftate of bis Handmaid ; for 
behold, from henceforth all Generations {ball 
call me bleffed, for be that ss Mighty hath 
done to me great things, and Holy is bis namt, 
and bis is Mercy om all them that fear bin 

from Generation to Generation, e 

The Angel immediately left her, endued 
with the fame Humility, not being at all puft 
up at thefe happy Tidings.- 

At this Moment the Son of GOD grew In- 
carnate in her Holy Womb ; And this Moment 
is one of the Times, which the Church has 
reaion to Celebrate through all Generations. 
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LUKE [.. 


Fter the Holy Virgin had humbled her 
felf before GOD, for the fingular fa- 
Iathe fame Year of our, which the came from 
the World 3999. receiving, by the Incar- 
nation .of his Son 3; fhe learnt afterwards by 
humbling her felf before Men, that thofe 
whom GOD mof favours are moft obliged to 
behumble, and that every new Grace from 
GOD brings along withit a new temptation 
to Pride, it we do not immediately refift it, 
by a perfect humiliation of Mind. For with- 


whereunto fhe was now raifed, the undertook 
2 painful Fourney to vifit her Coufin Eliza- 
beth, who dwelt in the Hilly Country in the 
City of Fuda, and entring into the Houfe of 
Zacharias, ialuted Elizabeth; and it came 
to pafs that when Elizabeth heard the Salu- 
tation of Mary, the Babe leaped in her Womb, 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghoft, 
and foe fpake with 2 loud Voice, and faid, blef- 
fed art thou amongit Women, and Bleffed ss the 
Fruit of thy Womb 5 and whence ss this to me, 
shat the Mother of my Lord fbould come to me ? 
for io! as foom as the Voice of thy Salutation 
founded in my Ears, the Babe leaped in my 
Womb for joy. And fhewed her Joy, in that 
GOD had at length beeni gracious to her, by 
dilivering her from the reproach of a long 
Barrennels. a 

. Our Saviour, whom: fhe already faw 
humbled in her Bowels , feem’d to learn her 


he muft fulfil all righteoufnefs , and fubmit 
ber feif to allthe offices of Humility, But 
when fhe thought only ona prefound abafe- 
ment, without difcovering any thing to her 
Coufin, of the Favour which fhe had received ; 


to Silence would out-do. 

The Prefence of Fefus Chrift which the 
carried in her Bofom had fuch a powerful in- 
fluence on S. Fobn, that he teftified before he 
was born, to be capable not only of Reafon, 
but of Adoration. For being become the 
‘firft Adorer of our Saviour, he paid him this 
, interior Worfhip with an exulting Joy 3 which 

having produced the fame impreffion in his 
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out ftaying to confider the high condition | 


to fay then, what he faid himfelf fince, That 


GOD himfelf did what her Modefty and love. 


215° 


Mother, made him then enter into the exerciie - 
of his Office of Forerunner to the Saviour of 
the World. ~* 

S. Elizabeth cryed out with Joy ; and being 
abafh'd to fee her come to ner, whom fhe. 
began to refpeét as the Mother of her Lord, 
fhe offered her great Praifes, and admired 
the firmnefs of her Faith. But the Blefjzd 
Virgin, who was not at all lifted up at what 
the Angel had told her, was no more clivated 
a wat was {aid to her by her Coufin Efi- 

20Ct. , , 

; She confidered GOD as the free difpofer of 
his Gifts, and her Humility as the Channel 
by which they were. conveyed to her, and the 
uttered that excellent Canticle, which may 
be called the glory of the Meek, and the- 
confufion of the Proud. 

The Holy Virgin being thus become the 
Mother of S. Fobn the Bap:i/t, more than the 
was afterwards S. Fobx the Evangzlift’s,. and 
having fan&ified him, and as it were {piri- 
tually begotten him in the Womb of his Mo- 
ther, by her word, enlivened by the ever- 
blefled Fruis fhe carried within her, fhe re- 
mained for the fpace of three Months with 
S. Elizabeth, which being accomplith’d, and the 
Birth of S. Fobn approaching the Holy Virgin, 
retired, when it might be thought more pro- 
perto come, had fhe been abfent, to partake 
of that great Foy which this Birth caufed in 


‘the World,.and of which the Churcb to this 


day conferves fuch great Marks. But the 
Holy Virgin then fthewed, that fhe followed 
in all things the motions of Gods Spirits and 
being come to St. Elizabeth at the time he 
appointed her, fhe alfo returned at the mo- 
ment denoted, without any regard at the for- 
mal Cuftoms of the World, which are not fel- 
dom contrary to:the Laws of GOD. 

She alfo taught us by this, To retire and . 
conceal our felves after Works of Charity . to 
our Neighbour, not defiring to appear to bave 
any part; that GOD may have bis full due, 
and we that humiliation and trouble which 4s 
due to usin nos being fuch pure and perfett 
Channels of bis Graces, as to be. free from « 
mixtures of our own. 


THE - 
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“HE Holy Virgin being returned home 
from her Confin Elizzberh, foon learnt 
Anno Afundigcoo, that the great Favours 
fifure the comm.n which GOD beftows here 
Ara §. on his Szivts, are oft at- 
tended with great Affidtions; for the figns 
© her pregnancy appearing, Fofcph was in a 
manner forced , notwithftanding the many 
Proots he had of the Virgins purity, to attri- 
: bute to the work of Siz, that which was only 
ahe work of the 4ely Spirit. 

This Bhffzd Virgin, vho could not be iz- 
norant oF what paffed, yet remained firm in 
her filence, thewing ther.by of what impor- 
tauce it is to keep fecret the works of the 
Apiriz: fhe chole rather to be efteemed by 
cher Husband an Adulterefs, then to tail in 
her filelity in this point unto GOD, to whom 
fhe committed as weil the care of her Repu- 
tition, asot her Life. 

But Fo/tpb, who was a Fuft man, would 
not make publick the Fault, of which he 
iuppofed her guilty, and thereby gave a great 
example to Alew, That we fhould keep fecret 
the baflings of thofe ro whom we owe love znd 
rep: He refolved only to leave her, to 
fhew by this means, at leaft, his diflike of 
the evil which a Perfon fo dear to him had 
committed. 

But when he was ready to do this, GOD 
hindered him, advertifing him in the Night 
by an Angel, to take along with him Mary 
his Wife, and difcovered the Secret of this 
Divine Child, enjoyning him to give him ac 
his Birth the Name of Fefu. 

Fofcpk being comforted by the words of the 
figcl, learnt how referved a Man ought to 
be in Fis ceniure of others, and how much 
we are oblized to judge always favourably of 
pious Perfons, notwithftanding all feeming ap- 
pearancesof their guilt. He believed what 
the <zgzl had told him, and he deferved to 
be catled the Father of Fefus Chrift, tor ha- 
ving imitated that great Faith through which 
the oly Virgin became his Morher. - 

When the time of her Delivery was near, 
the divine Providence ( to. bring the ‘oly 
Virgin out of. Nuzareth to Bethlebem, where 
the Prophets had foretold the Meffias thould 

. be born, permitted, that the Edit of the Em- 


d 


NATIVITY. 


peror Cefar Auguftus ( who defiring to fatis. 
fie ether his Pride, or Covetoufnels, in the 
numbring the Families of his Empire ) fhouiq 
in fome fort difturb the whole World to make 
the Holy Virgin come to Bethlehem with Fofeph 
her efpoufed Husband, who was of that Town, 
and of the Lineage of David, to be taxed. 

She confidered not the troublefomness of { 
long a Fourney, and the incommodioufness of 
the time, norher condition; but obeying this 
Order of the Empcrour, with the fame refpeg 
as it an Angel, or even GOD himfelf had re- 
quired her to make this Fourney: By this the 
taught us tohave an Eye to GOD in Men, 
who are only his Jufiruments, and in whom 
he conceals himfelf. 

When they were arrived at Bethlehem, eva 
ry one refafed to lodge them, becaufe their 
Houfes were full: * And thus did eur Saviour 
© haften (as it were) to fhew us at his very Birth 
‘an example of Humility, in {uffering the re- 
* pulfes of Men, difdaining not to be born ina 
‘Stable, to teach us to delpife the glory of the 
© World, by his averfion to it in his own Per 
‘fon: And as the Scripture makes mention, 
‘ That the brought forth her firft born Sov,and 
‘wrapped him in {wadling Clothes, and laid 
‘him ina Manger, becauie there was no room 
‘in the Inn. . 

* This temper of mind did he infufe into the 
* Bleed Virgin, who received the Repulfes of 
* thofe of Berbiehem, in the fame manner as fhe 
* received the Orders of Augufius, having in 
‘both thefe circumftances an Eye tipon GOD, 
‘to whom fhe obeyed in the perfon of an Jnkee- 
‘per, as fhe had done in that of an Emperour. 

* She was well contented to bring forth Fe/is 
‘Chrift in a Stable, underftanding that this 
‘her Poverty would conceal her from Men and 
‘ Devils,and that the unkindnef$ of this People 
‘ of Berblebem was neceflary to the defigns ofGod. 

‘The Holy Fathers tell us, There is nothing 
‘fo inftruAive as this abafement of the Son of 
*GOD, and that all the beauty of the Crea- 
‘tures do not fo much oblige us to adore him, 
‘as this divine Humiliation of himfelf. 

“We ought chiefly to learn from this Infancy 


* of Fefus Ckrift, that we have no lefsneed ‘at 


‘all times of the affiftance of GOD, than a 
‘Child newly born has of the fuccours of Maz. 
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tude of the heavenly Loft, praifing GOD, and 
Syin af Glory to GOD inthe Higheft, and on 


this according to St. Gregory, thewed the Du- 
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BURE IU Lie ty 


An Angel Appears to the Shepherds. 


UR Saviour having SanAified . the 
J World by his Birth, thewed by his 
The fame year of Choice of the firft Perfons, 
the Birth o Foie towhom he would have it.. 
ebrift, 7 te the known 3 that he would hide 
CURMOD FETE Ay “hie Myfteries from the gréat 
-and wife, and only reveal them to the fimple. 
Even in the fame Nee wherein the Holy 
Virgin brought him forth, there were near 
the place -Shepberds in the Field watching 
their Flocks, and the Angeb of the LORD 
came upon them, and the Glory of the LORD 


_foon round about them, fo thas they were fore 


afraid , And the Angel faid unto them, fear 


not, for bebold I bring you good Tidings of 


reat Foy, which {hall be to all People s for.unto 
rg bie this pel in the City of David, a 
Saviour, which i Chrift the LORD: and this 
jhall be 4 Sign to you; z foall find the Babe 
wrapt in feoadling Cloaths, lying in a Manger. 
And fuddeuly there was with the Angel, a mulsi- 


Earth Peace, good Will towards Mens And 


ty of the true Paffors of the Church: And~. 
what our Séviours Exemple (who is the true 
Shepherd) would ene day produce in it. 

‘Twas to thefe Perfons, thas an Angel ap- 


‘peared on a fuddain, furrounded with a great 


Brightnefs, which denoted this great Divine 
Ligkt, which now began to appear in the 


He told them, he brought them fuch glad 
Tidings, or good News, that would fill ail 
People with fers and at the fame time de- 


. 


ny of Angels, who fung Hymns Zife, and 
aes. to’ GOD, a eee Peace 
te Ne ‘ 

Thefe Shepherds recovering themfelves at 
length, from the Aftonifhment er Trance, 
wherein they lay, occafioned at the felt, and 
Words of the Angel, determined to paf over 
to Bethiebem, to fee there the Wonder that God 
had wrought; making hafte in their Journey; 
to thew by their readinefs, that our Saviour 
muft not be fought. with Coldne/s ‘and -Indiffe- 
rency. And being come to. the piace, they 
found the Bleffed Virgin with Ffafeph, and the 
Child lying in a Manger, according to what 
the Avgel had related unto them. . 

This outward Meannefs did not furprize 
them; for *tis obferved on the contrary, that 
they were filled with Admiration, as were ail 
thole to whom they told what they had feen, 
and heard from the ‘Angel. Ieee 

The oly Virgix in this profound Humility, 
in which Fefus Chrift himfr lay humbled in 
that manner before her Eyes, ( not expecting 
all thefe things ) contented her felf in that 


State of Meannefs, wherein GOD's Providence 


had placed her.. 

Let us then imitate this excellent Frame 
and Temper of Mind, not efteeming our felves 
the more for being beloved and Pecwrad by 
Men ; nor thinking our felves she lefs regarded 
of GOD, for she difrefpeBs and Sighsings of 
thews. For we are, or fhould be, the beft Fudges 
of our own worth. : 

The beft of Women s lodged in 4 Stable 
among Bealts ; which fbews us the Blindnefs 
and Ignorance of worldly Men, who will be 


clared to them, that the Meffias, who had ‘fure to judge o veces worths, by that which 


been fo long expected, was now Born. 

And to confirm their belief of what he faid, 
he fent them into Berblebem, which the Pro- 
pets had foretold, fhould be the place of his 
ed 3 And this humble Spirit, being not at 


does not belong to them, and is. properly none 
of theirs ; as fine Cloaths, Numerom Atten- 

ants, yearly Revenues, and 4 Houle fpacious 
and richly furnif'd: All which things dazie 
she Eyes of Carnal Men, and gratifie their fen- 


ed of the Humility of his Mafter, fual, and vitiated Appeties. Whereas that 


boldly told thefe Ruftick People, that they 
fheuld Gnd in a Manger a Child wrapt up in 
Swadling Cloaths, and that this was he whom 
. sora and who was the Expe@ation of all 
Thee 
When the Ange} had done fpeaking, there 


which is truly defirable,is not to be known by 
any thing which is to be'feen without Doors. 
"Tu she Mind, wos the Place, or any ous: 
ward Circumftance, that makes us bappy 
A man muft find Content in bis own Brea, 
or no wheres andthe way to Heaven is nearer - 


were joyned to him an Jnnumerable Compa- from a@ Cell, shan a Palace 


Be THE 


They (Saig «ener Aue aemmagygilnomen eae epee © sane 50s pumas ee mianu onus ieenanatamawe 
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THE GC IFRCUMCEISION 
Vir LORD aid SAVIOUR Circumtifed the Eighth Dajy ant: 
| was cabled JESUS. 


2Ight-days after our Saviours Birth, Ge- 
E ing accomplifh’t, the. Bleffed Virgin and 
The fame year of Fofeph thought oF Cire 
the Birth of Jefs- cumcifing’ hit, and his 
Chrift 1,before the. Name wascalled FE SUS, 
common Eta 4. hich was fo named of the 
Angel, -before fiis Conception in:the Womb 
and when the days of her Purificatidn, ( ace 
cording to the Law of Mofes,) were accom* 
plithed,they brought him to Ferufalem, to pre 


fent ‘him. to the LORD, as it is writtéd in: 


thé Law of the LORD, every-Male thac open 
eth the Womb thall be called holy-to the LORD, 
and: to: offer a Sacrifice, according to that 
which is faid in the Law-of thé LOXD, a pair 
of Turkle Doves, or two ‘young Pigeons ; And 
this gives us the xuae of 2 true Chriffian, 
whick-dogs'riot, too 


pudira) oblervance of whatfdever it, Coni- 
mands, For altho they were fiifficieritly per- 
Suaded, that this Divine Child, needed no Cir- 
cumcifiow, yet they expected not a particular 
Command from GOD, tofubmit.to thig Order. 

They. were fo humble, thar the very: Cu- 
fein iy {elf became a Cafe of Conjiicnce 7 


Tedching us hereby,’ how much we ought to. 


yoid, our.own Wifdom, and to follow with- 
ae Habstation the WifdSat Which is above. 


| Bue ik the Holy Virgin, and Fofeph, are fo 
greatly to be commended, in thus fubmicting 
themfelves to che Law, "ts more to be admi- 
red. that our Saviour himfelf , fiould fubmiit 


te. it notwithfanding the fharpnefs of the. 


‘pain, wherewith it was accompany’d, which 


~_ganfed niany times the Death of the Patient. 


Ke-woild moreever, having affumed our 
Rnful Flefh, take alfo-in that Fleth the mark 


of Sit, for the.doing away. of which Ciremh-. 


_ siion had been ordained. 


"She danoceit then: appeared a.Sinner, that 


' 


ondly Critizife’ on the. 
Word of GOD, but" places all itspiety: ita. 


‘bis Father gave it him, even before be wh. 


Sinners might learn tot to-defire to be efteene 
ed Innocent, and find reafon in’ this Prodigi- 
ous Humiliation ef Fefus Chrift, to humble. 
themfelves before-GOD, and Men, apprehend- 
ing every occafion of Humility and patients. 
ly {uffering all Injuries. ae 
GOD began to difcover, in this occafion, 


what: afterwards hapned in thie Life of Fefu- © 


Chrift, which he intermixt with Humiliation, 
and Glory: And fravirig abafed our Saviour, 
by a Circumcifion {fo dolorous, and mortify- 


ing, he at the fame time exalted him, by . 


giving him the Adorable Name of Fefis; it 
being literally here. True, what is faid by 
St. Pasi, That GoD hath exalted his Son'toa 
fovereign Greatnefss and that in Recompence- 
of his'déep Homility, he hath given him a- 
Name above every. Name, that at the Namie: 
‘OF Felis every Kuee thould Bow, both in Hes 
ven and Earth, and that every Tongue Should 
confefs that Fefis is the LORD. : 

- The Devorién to this Boly Name, begds 
with the Church, and the Fathers bave taught 
their Children to ‘put their Truft it it, and 
to call on it, with & faithful. Loves, Aid 
they that do ft in this mbnner, according to: 
‘Ste Paul, {hall be faved. For -by invoking: 
Jefus, as onr only Saviour, we. eave ’ 
a the Fathers obferve, That tis be alone: shes. 
faves'us, and thar we fave not our felvese 
~ JESUS CHRIST Aad this Nave, , betaife 
conceived in the Womb of the Bletfed Virgit, - 
as its‘ obferved by the Evanelit. He neither. 
ufurpt, Hor attributed it. to himfelf. We muft 


“wot therefore rake from him, what bis Father: 


hu given’ him, as his greareft Glory; Pus 


‘rather acknowledge with a deep Eumility, rbas 


we' bring. bim only Wounds, ‘and. Patrifyidg | 


‘Sores, und thar ris only he thar cam Heal usy, 
/ by the ‘Merit of bis Life; amd. Death. 
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The Adoration of the Magi, or Wife-men. _ 


Eas Chrift being Born in Fuded, fhewed 
J thereby, that he am es uy ne 
R fame Tear o Worl Pa or the dcop of 
an font of Che the Fewss But that his 
chrift 1. before the Grace was to be fhewed 
common FEra 4. abroad, on the Gentiles 
glfo 3 according to the promifes of the Pre- 
pbets. To draw thefe People from Idolatry, 
and the Worfhip of Devils, ( for only Fudea 
Worfhiped the True GOD;) he caufed a 
Star to fhine athis Birth, which fhould, out- 
wardly repretent the Grace he intended, to 
hed inwardly in their carts. oa 

‘The Magi, or Wife-men having perceived 
this Star in the Eaff, and knowing it de- 
noted the Birth of the Sovereign of the Fews, 
they came with Prefents into Fudea, to pay 
him their Homage. King Herod who had 
ulurpt the domination over thefe People, was 
troubled,when he heard of a new King of the 
Fews, and all the , City of. Ferufalem, which 
waited in great Expectation. for the Meffias, 
could not hear the News of his Birth but with 
vat Concernment. This Prince immediately 
Affembled all the Priefts, and Elders of the 
People, and Demanded of them in what place 
Cbrift fhould be Bort. 

Thefe Intereffed Perfons, whofe knowledge 
ferved only to make them more Criminal, 
thewed by the little care they afterwards took 
in fearching after our Saviour, "twas only to 
Sell him te Herod, that they difcovered Besh- 
jebem to him to be the place where he was to 


be Born; and Citing to him the patage . ' fr 
e end 0 


Prophet, they. Malicioufly fuppre 
st, which would have clearly difcovered to 
Herod, that this Child was GOD, and which 
perhaps would have taken him off from all 
thoughts of perfecuting him. _ 
Herod having known this of the Pri¢fts, 
called fecretly the Wife-men; And informed 
himfelf. by them of this Star which had ap- 
peared to them : They anfwered him fully to 


whom he was forced to acknowled e fora 
GOD, hid this Deicide, which he Meditated, 
under the Words of 2 pretended Adoration, 
bidding the Wife-men fearch after this Child, 


‘and having found, him, to give him. notice, 


that he alfo might come and Worthip him.° 
Thefe Men departed trons i lain Yeno- 
rant of the bafe Defigns of this Tyrant, “and 
feeing again the Star, they were filled with 
Joy 3 And went into the Aoufe, where it gui- 
ded them 3. where being entred, they found 
the Child, with his Morker, and fell.down and 


.Worfhipped him, being not withheld by the 


outward Poverty they: faw, and offered him 
Myfterious Prefents of Gold, Myrrbe, and 
Frankincenfe. - | 
GOD would not fuffer them afterwards to 
return to. erod according to their promife, 
becaufe they knew net his wicked .Devices $ 
But derided the Cruel Policy of this Tyrant, 
and therefore warned the Wife-men ina Dream, 
to return another way into their owa 
Country. Ane 
Thus did the Light of tke Gentiles, (as St. 
Auftin obferves,) difcover the Blindnefs of the 
Jewss for Strangers came to feek Jefus Chrift 
in a far Country, and to Worfbip bim whilft 
get aChild : and the Jews, who were bis Peo- 
ple, Outragioufly ufe him, as foon as they knew 
of bis Birth. Thus does our Saviour, rarker 
bide than difcover bimfelf in shis occafion 5 
and we ought to beware, feeing be obferves 


till the fame Meafures, left be bide bimfelf 


om us, wbilft be difcovers bimfelf to others. 

This Star is gone, ( fays this Holy Father, ) 
it has done its Work, and is no longer to 
be feen. But the Light of tke Gofpel bath 
Succeded it, Thofe who are fo faithful as to 
follow it, foall find our LORD Humble : 
They will Worfbip bim in. the mid{t of @ 
People, who poffe(s bim without knowin, 

him; and having fuffered the Rage of shofe 
Enemies, which the Faith may draw upon 
them, they wilt enjoy in Peace, ( like the 


ee 


whatever he Demanded, without Fear. 
They were without any dread in the midft 
of a City which was wholly in an uproar and 
Confufion 3 becaufe GOD, whom they had 
followed, in this Fourncy, fuftained them, in 
an undertaking, which was fet on fopt by 
himfelf. But this Hypocritical Prince, con- 
sealing the defign he had of killing this Child, 
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Wife-men ) the Bleffings which GOD bas be- 
flowed on them, in choofing them from fo 
many orbers, to make . them pafs out of Dark- 
nefs into Light, and from tbe power of Satan 
unto GOD, avd Render shem we Worfripe 
pers of Jefus Chrift. . ae 
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LUKE I, 


THE PURIFICATION. 
| The Blefled Virgin Parified. 


‘Orty Days after the Birth of the Son of 

F GOD, the Holy Virgin, being too bum- 

7 ble to difpenfe with the 

The fame Year of Law, (which enjoyned Wo- 

ad Firth f Jefus men in general, to Purifie 

peal fas. themfelves) was willing to 

fifbmit to a Law, of which 

fhe had noneed 3 even as JESUS CHRIST 

her Son, had fubmitted himfelf to that of 
Circumcifion, who was Holinefs it felf. 

After fuch a Divine Birth, which rendred 
her more Pure, and more a Virgin’; fhe went 
into the Temple with her Son, taking Plea- 
fure to mix her felf with the reft of ordinary 
‘Women; to learn all thofe that are willing 
to imitate Her, to follow in all things the e- 
ftablifhed Order, without feeking any Difpen- 
fation from ite 


And as the Law obliged to offer to GOD. 


all the Firft-born, and to Ranfom them by 

the Offering of fome Animals: So our Savi- 
"our Fefus C brift being Offered by-his Mother, 
_ Offered himfelf inwardly to hfs Father, and 
prefented him at this firft time in his Foly 
Temple, a Sacrifice worthy of him. 

GOD permitted not that an Adtion fo Di- 
vine fhould remain hid : There was in Feru/z- 
dem a moft eat Ancjent Man, named Simeon, 
who wasa Juft Perion, and filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and to whom the Gofpel gives 
this Teftimony, That be waited for the Confo- 
dation of Ufrael. This Holy Man being urged 
to come to the Temple by a motion of the 
Spirit, which was in him, acknowledged Fe/us 
Cbrift, when his Parents Offered him to GOD 
according to the Law, and faw thus accom- 
plithed the Promife which GOD had made 
him, That he fhould not die before he faw 
the LORD, whom GOD would fend into the 
World. i 

As icon as the light of his Faith had difco- 
‘vered this GOD, hid under the weaknels of 
fo fall a Body, he took him in his Arms,and 
being tranfported with an Holy Joy, he gave 
“Thanksunto GOD, ‘for what hie faw, by this 
excellent Canticle, LORD, wom derseft thou 


thy Servant depart jn Peace, According to thy 
Word ; for mine Eyes have feen thy Salvation, 
which thou baft prepared before the face of af 
People ; a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of thy People Mrael. For this Light 
was to fhine not only amongft the ews, but 
moreover among all Nations. 

~ And whilft the Bleffed Virgin and Fafephad- 
mired at what this Holy Man fpake, concern: 
ing what was to happen in its due time to the 
Son of God 5 an Holy Widow came moreover 
into the Temple, and added her publick Prai- 
{es to thofe which Simeon had already given 
our Saviour. Her Exemplary Life gave Au- 
thoricy to her Words : For being become a 
Pattern (as it were) to all Widows, after fe 
ven Years Marriage, fhe had paft the ref of 
her Life (to her Eighty fourth Year) conti- 
nually in Fafting and Prayer, without depart 
ing from the Femple. Arid being fo Holy in 
Juch a corrupt Age, as was that of the Fewss 
we Learn from her, That to ferve GOD in 4 
time wherein few do it with Sincerity, we mult 
Serve him perfectly, othermife we foal not be 
Strong enough to refift the Torrens of fo many 18 
Examples. 

Thus ended the Purification of the Hol 
Virgin, and the Prefentation of her Son Fein 
Chrift in the Temple, in which fhe has given 
all Chriftian Parents an Inftru@ion, which 
ought to be the Foundation of all their Piety. 
For having nothing more precious than their 
Children, they ought (if they truly love them) 
to offer them to GOD, efpecially thofe amon 
them which are the compleateft, and whom 
they love with the ereatell Tendernefs. They 
ought to fear, left all other Love which the 
may have for them, proves the lofs of thofe 
they love ; and they cannot well keep this. 
Pledge which GOD has put into their Hands, 
arid of which he will require fo ftri& an Ace 
count, but by Offering it without ceafing,and 
teftifying, That they regard their Children, 
as belonging and depending more on GO 
than on themfelves. 
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‘MATTH. I 


The Flight 


Ing Herod expe&ing till the Wife Men, 
K to hear what Difcoveries they had made, 
imagin’d when they came 
no more, that they had 
mocked him, attributing 
to the difrefpe% of his 
Perfon, what they had 
done by the fole Order of Heaven. And 
_ therefore he entred into a ftrange Paffion 5 
and when he heard mention of the Wonders 
fpoken of this Child, who had been offered 
isthe Temple, he openly manifefted his de- 
fgn of Slaying him, which he had hitherto 
dillembled. 
He refolved to deftroy this Child, to whom 
already the Name of King had been given, 
left the Fews acknowledging him for their 
Mafter, he thould lofe the Crown, which his 
Ambition had ufurped. | 
GOD, who forelaw the Tranfports of this 
Prince, fuffered him to go on, choofing rather 
to confound his vain Wifdom, 
his Defigns fruitlefs: He feat an Angel (du- 
ring the Night) to Fofeph, when he thought 
of returning home from Ferufalem to Naza- 
" nth, to tell him, That he fhould immediately 
take the Child and “his Mother, becaufe He- 
rod would ufe all means to deftroy him. 

Fofeph gave us, in this occafion, the Model 
ofan admirable Obedience s for without rea- 
foning on what the Angel told him, he took 
at the fame moment our Szviour and the Holy 
Virgin ; who excufed not her felf on the un- 
feafonablenefs of the time, which was Mid- 
night, nor on the difficulty of this troublefom 
ourney , to go into an unknown Land, -and 
which was wholly given to Idolatry $ nor on 
the Angels not {peaking to her felf} to thew 
her the Order. But both of them thought 
only how to fave the Bleffed Infant from the 
Fury of Herod; and their Love made them 
willingly undertake, whatfoever might fecure 
him trom danger. ; 

They went into this Foreign Country, to 
find that Safety, which was not to be had a- 
moneft a People, whom GOD had delivered 
by fo many Miracles. GOD then permitted 
this Flight, to comfort thofe of his Children, 
whom Fear might oblige ro Fly in fuch occa- 
fon: And he thus taught the Church, that 


When the Perfecutions of the Great Men of 


the fame Tear of the 
Birth of Jefus Chritt 
1, before the common 
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auto Egypt. 


the World are violent, we may after the Ex 
ample of Fefus Chrif himfelf, teal from their 
Fury, and retire into any Foreign Country-- 
Fefus being then in {afety, GOD permitted 
fierod to proceed in the full courfe of his Eu- 
ry; and this Prince by 2 Cruelty, which the 
moft Barbarous People would abhor, put to 
Death all the Little Children of Beshiehem , 
and the Neighbouring parts, who were under 
the Age of-two Years, to draw him into this 
common ruine, who (tho’ unknown to him) 
yet already gave him fuch Fear.: ; 
And this is the Sum of this Unhappy Pyince’s 
Policy, who was efteemed the greateft Politi- 
cian in his time. A poor Child makes him 
tremble, and he in vain lays out all his Cratt 
and Violence to deftroy him. The Enterprize 
againft this Child made him a Deicide ; and 


‘he became the true reprefentation of thofe, 


who ftifle Jefus Chrift in their Souls, to be 
thought Wile by Men. “Tisin thefe great 
Paffions, wherein GOD commonly exerciles 
his great Judgments, and divinely punifhes 
thofe whe oppofe him, and declare themfelves 
openly againft him. 

Thus did he triumph over the Cruelty of 
Herod. He made ufe of it, to render eternal- 
ly happy thofe whom this Tyrant would have 
deftroyed: And amongft this great Slaughter 
of Infants, he who alone was aimed at in it, 
was the only Child that efcaped 3 never was 
it made more evident, That the wicked do no 
more mifchief to the Righteous, than GOD gives. 
them power. And Chriftians ought to learn from 
shefe Examples, to bave an Eye only to God in 
Men, and to confider their hatred or love, a a 
means which be makes ufe of for she Execution™ 
of bis defigns : Should ali the People.in the 
World unanimonfly confpire sogesher,  thep- 
— do nothing againft what be has. determi- 
ned. 

When we are fo happy as to know bis Will,- 
we have nothing 10 do, but to follow it without 
be permits. any. Evil to happen, . 
this Evil fall turn to our great Good, even as 
the Cruelty of Herod became fuch an Advan- 
vantage to thefe poor Innocents feeing shat in 
killing their Bodies, be bas fanGifed sheir 
Souls, and confecrated shéir. Memery. se all fol- 
bowing Ages. 
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LUKE 


The Difpute with the Dottors. 


The Holy Virgin /ofeth JESUS CHRIST, and fecking. Hi 
with pia Spee be Jas) Him me the Temple Dipeteg 8. sh ied 
. the Doctors. -_ 


“a Ter the Death of Herod, who intended 
A to have deftroyed our LORD and SA- 
: VIOUR in his Births 
Te the Year of the GOD, who fent Fofeph 
Birth of Jefuschrift 2 into Egypt, to avoid this 
ee the commun Dovtecution, fent him al= 
= fo an Angel to command 
him to return into the Land of J/raels fo that 
Jefus Chritt was notan whole Year in Egypt. 
Fofeph obeyed this new Order with the {ame 
readinels he had executed the firft, and came 
and dwelt in the Town of Nazareth, to avoid 
the Fury of Archelzus, Herod?s Son, who 
Reigned in Fudea, and te accomplifh the Pro- 


phecy, which foretoid our Saviour fhould be’ 


called a Nazarecn. o 
The Gofpel does not take notice of any 
thing that paft from our Saviour’s Infancy to 


his Baptifm, but only this one Aion which. 


he did at the Age of 12 Years. 

The Holy Virgin, who in that inward and 
invifible Worfhip which the rendred to GOD, 
and ef which Men could not be Witneffes, o- 
mitted none of the folid Cuftoms of Devotion 
in her time, but went exactly every Year with 
Fefus aad Fofepb from Nazareth, (where the 
dwelt) to Ferufalém, at the Feaft of the Pafs- 
eyes according to the Ordinance of the 

aWe 

When then our Saviour was 12 Years old, 
after the Ofave of the Feaft was accomplifhed, 
his Parents returned to Nazareth 5 and our 
Bleffed Saviour (whom they thought was 
with them) remained behind in Ferufalem, un- 
known to Fofeph and his Mother. 

They Travelled a Days Journey,and fought 
him at Night amongft their Kindred, and 
Perfons of their Acquaintance, who were. re- 
turning Home as well as they, {uppcefing he 
had been amongft them ; but not finding him, 
they were extreamly troubled, and went back 
the Day following to Ferufalem, to feek him. 
And after three Days they found him in the 
Temple, fitting in the midft of the Do@ors, 


both Hearing them, and asking them 4 
ons, and rather Teaching ee 
thing that was in difputes infomuch, that 
all that heard him were aftonifhed at his Un. 
derftanding and Anfwers. The Holy Virgin 
was {urprized to fee him in that place and cr- 
cumftance; and the-Joy which fhe had to find 
him, -fucceeded :the trouble which the !oi of 
him had given her: She gently complained 
at his ufing of them fo ; faying, Son, why baf 
thou zius dealt with us? Beoold, thy Father and 
I Lave sought thee forrowing | And he {aid uni 
them, How is it that ye fought me? Wift ye 
not that I muft be about my Fathers Buln ? 
And. they underftood not the faying which be 
Spakg unto them. Having faid thefe words, he 
returned with his Parents: to Nazareth, and 
was fubje& to them in ail things. 

S. Auftin often reprefents this Exaniple to 


_ Children, to teach and make them in love 


with the Obedience they owe their Parents 
All the World (lays this Holy Father) was fube 
ject to our LORD 5 and yet our SAVIOUR (to 
whow all things were Obedient) obeyed his Earth 
ly Parents. He that enjoyed a Divine Libery, 
makes ufe of it only to make him the more 
tubje&. | Boe 
Parents alfo may learn in this Hiftory, by 


_ the Bleffed Virgins Sorrow for her Son, when 


fhe mift him, what they are to do when their 


Children forfake them, (not to go into the 


Temple with our LORD, but to lofe them 
felves in the World) and with how many 
Tears and Prayers, they ought to endeavour 
the bringing back the Pledge wherewith GoD 
haseutrufted them. ; 

They are to be blamed, if they Affia 
themfelves for any thing elfe, and they ought 
to leave all things (as tha Holy Virgin did) to 
entreat our LORD, That he would come and 
feek with them their Children, if they sr¢ 
ayes and: raife them. to Life, if they be 
Seah. ; 
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MATTER. 


6 Beery Years being paft fince the 
- Birth of our Lord: Fefus Chrift; and\GOD 
detecmining to draw him out 
of his concealed State, to-ma- 
nifeft hint to. the World, -he 
began this by bringing S. -Fobx Baprift, (who 
was to be his Metlenger) out of the Defert. 
This Saint then leaving immediately his Soli- 
tude, where he had led an Angelical. Life, 
faving (as the Scripture faith) this Garment 
of Camels Hair, with a Leather Girdle a- 
bout his Loyns, and his Meat being Locufts 
and Wild Honey ; ‘appeared on the Banks of 


the Tear of the 
common Jara 28, 


Fidec, Preaching Repentance; and Baptizing 
all thofe that came unto him 5, faying, Repent 
ye, for she Kingdom of Heaven is at hand = For, 
thie is be that was {pokew of bythe Prophet Eiaias, 
fying, The Voice -of one crying in the Wilder- 
‘nef, Prepare ye the Way-of the LORD, make 
bis Paths firait. J indeed Baptize you with Wa- 
ter unitd Repentance 3 ‘but be that cometh after 
me is mightier than I, whofe. Shoes I am not 
cworthy-to bear's be - foal Baptize you with the 
Holy Ghoft and’ with Vite 5° whofe Fan ss. in 
his Hand, and be will throughly purge bis Floor, 
and will gather bie Wheat into bis Garner 5 but 
pill burn. up the Chaff with unquenchsdle 
Fire. - ms a 
The brightnefs of his Vertue, and the Au- 


him Belief ; for all- People‘regarding him as 
{omething more than a, Man, he was judged 
by fome to be the Meffias, and preferred be- 
fore all other Prophets that had appeared be- 
— fore him. . : -. 

When therefore all Feru/alem-went throng- 
ing into the -Defert, -to hear this Holy Mei- 


VIOUR , and to be Baptized of him ; our Sa- 
viour went alfo, and hid himfelf amongft the 
Croud, by-an Humility which we cannot read 
of without Blufhing; feeing we are aptto ufe 
2 thoufand Artsand Tricks te diftinguifh our 
felves from the: reft of Mankind, and to be 


OnSs 


But when:our LORD ‘and SAVIOUR abafed 





Erbe T 
: "Fhe Baptifm of:our LORD: - 


Our Lord and. Savior JESUS CHRI ST, is Baptized: by his 
Forerunner, John the Baptift. 


the River Fordan, and in the Wildernefs of 


ferity of his Life, needed no Miracles to gain 


Senger and Forerunner of our LORD and SA-— 


fon bave 


pointed at-by others as.extraordinary Per-- 


eo 
w: 
Was 


hiinfelf in. this manner, GOD raifed-him up, - 
and diftinguifh’d: him from thofe he had mix-d. 
himfelf with: ‘For S.fobn being ftrack with 
a- profound: Refpe&, could not without diffi- 
culty refolve to pour Water.on him to Bap- 
tize him. He that-caufed:the chiefelt Doers 


‘of the Law to tremble,. and drove them awaj 


from his Baptifm, faid unto Jefus Chritt, That 


be ought to be Baptized of him, and that: he 


made him Bluth, when he defired-he -fhould 
Baptize him, faying, J had need to be Baprized 
of thec, and comeft bon to me? Our LORD 
only anfwered, ‘Ehat-he muft ‘humble himfelt’ 
fo far; and that. in-the Condition wherein he 
was; he muft-fubniit-to every Ordinance, to 
fulfitall Righteoujitefs. zs 

' ‘No fooner was he Baptized, but the Hea- 
vens opened, and the Holy Spirit vifibly de- 
{cended on him in-the form of 2 Dove, and 
refted on his Head. And at the {ame time 2 — 
Voice washeard from Heaven, giving this Te- 


‘fimony 5, This is my Belowed Son, tn whom Fam 


" Onr Saviour immediately after this, retired 
to Conceal himfelf’s ‘but S. obs continuéd/o 


{peak of him to’ all People. '-He endeavoured 
‘with great earneftnels to perfuade Men; That 
“Jefis Chiriftwas the Meffis fo often promifed, 


‘and fo greatly defired:. And as to‘his own 
-particular,he was inconfiderable-; plainly and 
‘frequently telling them, That he muft decreafe 
in his Faine,’ ant-be obfeured by an infinitely 
furpaffing Light. aut. te Wanye 

- The Glory of Jelus Chritt (as is obferved by 
‘the Fathers) began to appear from this-inflant, 
when be humbled himfelf fo far as to be Bapsi-- 
zed: by S. John. Our Saviour (who was the. 
Greateft of all orbers) does humble bimfelf be 
yond all others. seas ; se 

_ He ts Innocency it felf, and yet will recetve a 
Baptifm, that declares him a Sinner. What a Lef- 
we here? How can we defire to. be 
thought Innocent, when we are all Guilty 5 20 
pafs for Righteous, when we rre Sinners ? Ler 
us rather by an bumble Acknowledgment of -oxr 
Faults, feek. the. Remiffion and Forgivenc[s of - 


thems... 
CHRIST. 
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LURE rv: 


CHRIST Tempted by the Devil. 


Our Saviour JESUS CHRIST Tempted in the Wilderne/s, 


A? foon as our Saviour was Baptized, he 
thewed all the Faithful (by his own Ex- 

th ample) what their Life 
the eee ought to be after their 
. ae * Baptifm, and that they 
ought thence forward to prepare themfelves 
for Sufferings and Temptations ; he withdrew 
into the Defert,or was rather led there by the 
‘Spirit. 

Being in this place of Solitude, where he 
Fafted 40 Days, and 4o Nights, he was 
Tempted of the Devil. 

This Proud Spiritnot imagining, that fuch 

a Divine Perfon could be concealed under fuch 
a mean Outfide ; having exhaufted in vain all 
his fecret Arts and Temptations to circumvent 
him, at laf refolved to try what he could do 
by. Attacking bim undera vifible Form. He 
approached him with the greater Craft, in 
that he put on a great Form of Simplicity 3 
he {aid unto Fefus Chrift, if thou art the Son 
of GOD, Command thefe Stones, that they be 
made Bread. Our Saviour at thefe Words 
kept himfelf as concealed, as the Evil Spirit 
‘would fain have been : He only aniiered him 
-by. this place of Scripture, That Man does not 
“Jive by Bread alone, but by every Word that pro- 
seedeth out of the Mouth of GOD. And thus 
with admirable clearnefs taught us; That we 
need not fear either Hunger, or Death it felf: 
But if we do not nourith our Souls with the 
Word ef GOD, we are dead, or in great 
danger. of Death, tho” we appear to the Eyes 
of Men to be Alive. 

The Prince of Darknefs was not difcoura- 
ged at this Repulle ; for confidering that a 
Defert was not a proper place to Vanquifh in, 
he drew our Saviour thence, and tranfported 
him on the top of a Pinacle of the Temple 3 
bidding him, it he were the Son of GOD, to 
caft bimfelf down to the Ground. And malici- 
oufly abufing the Holy Scripture, he added, 
For it is Written, GOD bat Given bis Angels 
charge over thee, and in their Hands they {hall 
hear thee up, left at any time thau.dafo thy Foot 

gaint 4 Stone. : 


tha 


The Son of GOD, who fhewed us, that ha- 
ving been Victorious in the firft Temptation, 
we ought to hope the fame in the ref : an; 
fwered the Tempter with the fame Simplicity 
as at firft, by a Paflage of Scripture, Thou foal 
not tempt the LORD thy GOD. “This prudent 
Anfwer confounded the Pride of the Devil, 
and ftrangely.provoked him : He obfervedno 
longer that eutward Refpe& which he at firk 
had fhewed; and whereas before he had 
treated our Saviour as the Son of GOD, he ’ 
would now have him to Worfhip him as GODs 
and to perfuade him tothis, Ae took himup.in- 
to an exceeding bigh Mountain, and fhewed bin 
all the Kingdoms of the World and the Glories 
thereof s and faid unto bim, All this Power will 
I give thee, and the glory of them, (for that is 
delivered to me, and to whomfoever I will, I 
give it) if thou therefore wilt fall down and 
worfbip me, all fhall be thine. 

The DeviP’s Infolency was never before fo 
great 5 he. never thus dealt with any of the 
Saints ; he contented himfelf with annoying 
them, as Fob, but never required they fhould 
Worfhip him, as he defired our Saviourto dos 
whofe Excellency he knew, by the Refiftence 
he made him. But this extream Tmpudence 
was alfo Rebuked by a Greatnefs of Mind, 
which caufed him to utter thefe words, With 
draw Satan, for its written, Thou Shale worfbip 


the LORD tly GOD, and bim only fhalt thou 


ferve. This Anfwer of our Saviour’s put the 
Devil to flight, and the Angels came and Mi- 
niftred unto him. i 
This Temptation of our Bleffed Saviour 
always afforded great Inftruction and Confola- 
tion to all good Men. Let us love Retirement, 
Fafting, avd Prayer, and the Devil cannot burt 
us. Let us with 4 Lively Faith Meditate on 
the Word of GOD, and ‘twill prove a Divine 
Shield, whereby we fhall be able to refift the 


oy Darts of Satan. Put we our Confidence 


in Jefus Chrift that was Tempted, and was 
Vikorious over the Triumpher 3 and all his 
Temptations will ferve only to ftrengthen our 
Vertue, and incrcafe our Rewards. 
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THE MARRIAGE IN CANA; - 


Where our Saviour turned Water into Wine. 


Ur Blefed Saviour having Triumphed 
over the Snares of the Devil, left the 

——— Wildernefs at the mo-« 

The fame Year of she tion of the fame Spirit 


wmmn Era 30, —‘ that had Ied_ him thi-. 


ther; and began to 
manifeft himfelf to Men, He came -.from 
thence to Jordan, the place of S. Fobn’s ufual 
Refidence ; who having obferv’d' what paft 
at his Baptrfm,criéd out to his Difciples Zbat 


he was the Lamb of God, that took oy the” 


Sins of the World. Two of ‘his Dsfcipler, 


(one of which was S. Axdréw) hearing their | 
‘ menbave well drank, then that which is worfe 5. 


’ but thod haft kept the good Wine till now. 


Mefer give fuch an advantageous ‘Teftimo. 
nyofour Saviour, they immediately ap. 
plied themfelves tohim. © ~ oes 
They ask’d him where he dwelt; and 
faving fhewed them the place, S. Atidrew 
informed Simon his Brother with greatTranf- 
ports of Joy,that he had met with the Mef- 
fu, and brought himto Jefus Chrif2'; who 
' ooking: on him, foretold he fhould be call- 
ed Peter, Bre. 
The number of our Savieur’s Auditors 


increafing, his Reputation began alfo to be 


fread abroad, altho’ as yet he had wrought 
no Miracle, Buta particular Accident, and 


the Exigences of fome perfons gave occa- | 
“  confider Pleafuresin their Farewels, as well . 


fion to this. : 

A Marriage being made in Cana, a Town 
of Gslilee, where the Holy Virgin was prefent ; 
our Saviour alfo and his Difcipler were there- 
unto Invited. But the Wine not holding out, 
this want fhewed. the Tendernefs of the 
Virgin Mary ; for being perfuaded of the 4u- 
Sufficient Pewer of her Son, as well as of his 

+ Charity, fhe thought fhe needed only to in- 
form him of the neceffity thefePerfons were 
in, to Pee his help; fhe was not de. 
ceived in her Expe&tations: And tho’ our 

Saviour feemed to anfwer her in a kind ofa 

rough manner, faying to her, Weman, what 
have I t0 do with thee? Mine ho:r is not yet 
come, Yet he failed not of doing what the 
defired ; ‘for his Mother faid unto the Ser- 
vants, Whatfeever be fasth unto you, that do. 


' 


"And there were fet fix Water-pots of Stone, 


after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, 
containing two or three Firkins apiece. And Jelus 
crmmanded them to fik them with Water; and’ 
they filled them to the brim. . And having in- 


fenfibly changed this Water into Wine, he 


commanded it to be drawn out, and given 
to the Governour or Mafter of the Featt. 

* This Man being furprized at the excellen- 
cy ofthis Miraculous. Wine, called the Bride- 
groom, andtold him, He had done contrary 
to the common Cuftom; For every Man at 
the beginning fets forth good Wine, and when 


_” Thus did our Saviour (as the Gofpel ob. 


’ ferves) maziifeft his Glory, and his Difciples 


began to believe in him. Hence appears 
the Charity of the Holy Virgin, to whom it 
may be faid, we are obliged for this. Miracle. ~- 

he two Wines here {poken of, are the 
Wine of the World, and the Wine of Grace. The © 


" Devil prefents the firft, which isof better 


tafte to Gernal Men, who inebriate them~ 
felves withthe Sweetnefles of Worldly Dew 
lights, which at firft appear extream pleafant 
to them, but at laft their Tafte is bitter as 
Wormwood. ‘Twere well.if Men would - 


asin-‘their Approaches. ‘They begin with- 
Suules, but end with Sighs; they embraceus, 
that they may frangle us ; and always accoft — 
us with a Face of Friendfhip,when as indeed 


‘ they are our mortal Enemies, We are fafe 


if we renounce their Acquaintance, and 
keep them without Doors as Strangers ; for 
being once let in, they never fail of doing 
us Mifchief. it ise 
The fecond Wine, is the Wine of Heaven, 
andthe New Wine of the New Man, which 
{weetly inebriates the Sou/, mafters and pre~ 
dominates over the Carnal Reafoning,chan- 
ging the heart of Man by a real and perfe& 
Converfion, that being as it were dead to 
himfelf,he may live to none but to GOD, and 
only relifh the Spiritual Food of Heaven, 
FE NI 
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PAcodemus vightlp tnfoaned, 


Nicodemus comes to. our 


He firft Miracle of Jefus Chrisf in Cana 

of Galilee, having been followed by. 

: feveral others, our Sa- 
The fame Year of the viour’s Fame began to 
common ZEra 30. ibe {pread about rhofe 


notice of by the Great People of the World. 


_ One of the moft confiderable Perfons a- 


mongft the Jews, named N-codemu:, being 
much concerned at what he heard related of 
our Savior, refolved to be informed of the 
Truth, by the Truth it felf, and not from the 
Report of others. But. forefeeing by his 


Human Prudence, that this new . Prophet 
muft meet with great, Enemies, he thought 


it the wifeft Courle, not too openly to‘dé-, 


clare himfelf, and therefore judged it. the © 


fafeft way to gotohimby Nigga 
He told our Saviour, That he really belie. | 
ved he was.a Mafter fent from. GOD , for 
the great number: of. Miracles he wrought, 
left no place to doubt thereof. But. our. Se- 
wionr thewed in this: occafion, That we. 
ought not to fuffer our [élves to be blinded , 


by, the Praifes of Men: For having received . 


fuch a fignal one from Nicodemus, he parted 
with none of his ufual Freedom. And _al- 
thoughNicodemus paft for a very skilful Per- 
fon in the Law, yet he {pake to him of Hu- 


mility and Chriftian. Simplicity, fhewing him,. 


That. anlejs a Man wire born again, he cannot 
entex into the Kingdom of Heaven. | 


This Fewifh Der could’ not underftand 
this great Truth, and thereby plainly teach. 


eth us, That nothing is fo contrary toFaith, 
as Human Arguments, He enquired of our 
Bl. fed Saviour,How aMan could enter again 
into his. Mothers Womb 2? But, Jefus Chrift de- 
manded of him, How he (bcing.a Mafter of 
Ifraci) could be ignorant of fo weighty a’ 
matter ? And he clearly fhewed him, That 
he was only the Dodor of the Dead Letter, as 
S, dujtin calls it. He reafoned with him a- 
bout the marvellous effet of the Huly Spirit, 
who Breatheth where he pleafeth; like the 
Wind, whica bioweth where it lificth, and we 
hear the found rhercof, but know uct whence it 
éyneth, nor whither it gocth, ~ 


Parts, and to. be taken. 


SAVIOUR by Night. 


He told him feveral other things, which 
made this Learned Man comprehend, by. 
the difficulty he had of conceiving and be. 
lieving them, That God (to make us his 
Difciples) muft pull down in us the foolih, 
Edifice of our Reafonings,which will admit 
of nothing but what are objeds of Senfe. 

Our Biffid Lord ended this Converfation 
by Difcoveries to him of the great Love of 
GOD to Men, who had given them his own 
Son, to make them thereby eternally happy, 
In fine,He informed liim of the chief caufe 


of Mens Mifery, That they loved Darkuf} - 


better than Light, becaufe it condemned 
them,by fhewing the madnefs of their ways, 
untilGOD gives them other Eyes, which 
makes them hate the Extravagancies of their 
Courfes, and Jove this Light which comes: 
from GOD, and guides them to him, 
Thus did ourS#viour difmits this Eminent 


' Perfo amongft. the Jews; who afterwards 


fhew’'d, that chisEntertainment had not been 

fruitleis unto him, the powerful Word of 

God having made Jafting Impreffionsin him, 
Far having at firft difcovereda kind of: 


’ Fearfal Sagacity, in. not daring to come ta. 


our Saviour, but by Night ; he had the Cou- 
rage afterwards to. maintain publickly his 
Innocency ina fall Counc! ; andto declare 
at his Death, and after it, That he would 
have no part in the Injuftice committed on 
his Perfor, when they made ‘him fuffer fo 
crue] and fhamefula D:ath. And fo far was 
his Love from-being leffened to our Saxiour 
then, that on the contrary lie increafed the 
Signs ofit ; for he publickly brought Per 


. fumes for to Embalm his Body, when ir was 


to be Jaidin the Sepulchre, rer 
The Holy Fathers obferve-hence, That we 


mutt not defpair of the Sincerity of thof, — 
_ whom Fear does at prefent with-hold from 


making an open Profeflion of the Truh, 
Thofe weak in Faith may hide themfelves 
for atime, to be inftructed privately in the 
Trazks oF GOD, and to be nourifhed by 
them in filence, that they may afterwards 
publickly appear in the Worla, when GOD 
ihall offer them a fit Occafion, THE 
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The Ciaman of Samaria. 
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to Her the My/fleries of the Chriftian Religion. 


Our SAVIOUR Difcourfing with a Woman of Samaria, declires 
Hen our Saviour began to be fol- 
V lowed, and theMiracles which he 
wrought,together with 
The fame Year of the the Teftimonies of S. 
common LEra 30, John, drew after hima 
greater number of Di. 
feioler, than his Holy Forc-ranncr ever had: 
The Laprifosment of this great Man now 
hapened, which obliged our Saviour to re- 
tire apart. 

As S. John the Baptift feemed to have no- 
thing more to do in the World, after he had 
Proclaim’d the Meffas; fo the Divine Pro- 
vidence to take him fpeedily out of iv 
made him leave his Solitary abode in the 
Defart, and come to the Court of Herod. 

This Prince, who had heard of the Aufte- 
rity and Excellency of his Life in the Wil. 
aernejs, retpe&ting him as a Prophet, had a 
great Kindnefs for him,as is obferved in the 
Gofpel. Neither did his Love grow cold, for 
the freedom he ufed, in Reprehending him 
for his Incefuous Defilements. 

But the Devil, who could not quietly 
fuffer the Reformation, which perhaps this 
excellent Perfon might have made in the 
Court of this Prince, Lerok himfelf to his 
ufual Artifices ; and envenom’d the Spirit of 
a Homan againft him, who {oon got him to 
be thrown into Prifon, till fuch time as 
a fit opportunity offered it felf,of doing fur- 
ther mifchief, and crowning the Life of this 
great Man with the Glory of Martyrdum, 

Our Saviosr avoiding for a while the 
Malicious ftroaks of the Pharifees, who had 
alfo counfelled Herod to throw S. Yohn into 
Prifon, left Judea, and returned into Galilee. 
His Journey lay through Samaria, and by 
converting a Samaritan Woman, he fhewed 
us, That oft-times in flying from the Rage 
of the World, we ftill may be profitable to 
Men, and that the Charch generally increafes 


of the way had caufed in him, although this 


Thirft was more Divine than Natural. 


This Woman thewed him her Aftonith- 


Ment, at a Jew's addrefling himtelf to a Wo- 


man of Samaria, which wete a People thar 
the Fews extreamly abhorred. But our Bleffid 
Lord anfwered her, That ifthe knew the 
Gift of GOD, and whom he was that asked 
Drink ofher, fhe would have ask’d of him, 
and he ‘would have given her Living Water ; 
that was not like the Natural #arers of the 
Earth, which hinder not thofe that drink of 
them, from being fill Tairfly s but which 
would become in hera § ring of- Living 
Water, never ceafing to retrefh her, till the 
had attained to Evern.1 Life, _ 

This Woman at length began to grow at- 
tentive to what he faid, and being furprized 
at what our Sewour told her concerning her 
paft Life,the knew thereby he was a Propber, 
- He made known to her all the Myfferies 
of the New Law, which isa Spiritual Ado- 
ration,and the Worfhipping of GOD in Spirit 
and Truth, At the hearing of this,the Woman 
feplied to him, That the Meffiah would come 
and teach them all things. To which our Sae 
viour anfwered, That He was the Perfon. 

Whereupon this Woman immediately go- 
eth to the Zowx, and informs the Prople of 
what fhe had heard, and infufed a Defire in 
all the Inhabitants of Samaria, to go out to 
fee our Saviour. } 

_ They entreated him to enter into their 
Town, where he remained two days. 

| The Holy Fathers cannot fufhiciently ¢- 
hough admire the Condué which the Soz 
of GOD, held towards this Woman, to whom 
he prefently_difcovered all the Secrets of 
the Gafpel, He carries off her fond Devo~ 
tion from the Temple, and the Holy Mountain ; 
tho” both fews and: Samaritans placed much 
of itin both thele places. He thewed her, 









by Perfecution, 
For this Woman being come (as fhe was 


That the true Churches are not built with 
Hands, nor made of Stexe; but that GOD’s 
accuftomed) to draw Water from, aWri, fhe Temples are the Hearts of the Faithful, in 
found our Bleféd Saviour fitting there by ; which he continually refides by his Holy 
who asked her for fome of the Water, to Spirit, 

guench that Thirft which the Tirefomnels FF: ‘CHRIST 
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Chik appeafleth che Lempek. 


Oar § AV IOWR iz the Storm is awakencd by his Dife ip ks, a 
| appeafeth the Tempest. 


C5, R Saviour being returned to Galilee, 
by reafon of S. John’s Imprifonment, 
; began to Preach there 
The fame year of the publickly, and to ex- 
common Era 30. hort Men (as S. Jobs 
had done) to Repen- 
tance, becaufe the Kinzdom of GOD was at 
hand. He went into the City of Capernaum, 
and difcovered to thofe People (buried in 
Darknefs) a Divine Light, but which ferved 
( as was afterwards feen) only to render 
them the more Criminal, 

He accompanied his Preechings with a 
Gravity and Authority which extreamly 
diftinguith’d him from all the Dofors of the 
Law: He joined Afions to Words, and his 
Miracles every day gave freth Teftimonies 
to the Tru:hs which he offered. 

He healed in Cana a certain great Man’s 
Son, that was at the point of Death. He 
caft a Devil out ofa Man poffeffed ; and paf- 
fing from the Synagogue where he had 
wrought this Miracle, he entred into the 
Houle of §, Petcr, where he did another on 
the Perfon of his Wives Mother, whom he 
cured of a violent Fever. 

This Miracle no lefs engaged S. Peter to 
follow our Seviour, than that of the Fifhing 
had done ; which ftruck this Difciple with 
fuch an awe, that he threw himfelf at our 
Saviour’s Feet, entreating him to retire from 
him, Being a finfal Man. 

So many Signs and Miraeulous Cures drew 
the Sick from all parts, who came to. feek 
3n our Saviour a Remedy for their Griefs ; 
And the People came crowding about him, 
to have the double Joy of hearing his Ser- 
aeons. and being Witneffles of his Miracles. 

But his Difciples pleating themfelves with 
the Honour they received in following 
him, our Saviour inftru@ted them by de- 
grees, not to expect from him a Temporal 
Felicity. And therefore to fignifie to them 
their Future State, he engaged them to 
pafs over an Arm of the Sea with him; and 
there arofe a great Tempeff in the Sea, info- 
much that the Skip was covered with the 


Difciples came to him and awaked him, fay. 
ing, LORD fave us, we perifh, And he faid 
unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of Lettie 
faith? : 

This was to be a clear Reprefentation to 
them, of what was to befil the Church in 
all Ages. For the Winds roaring and the 
Waves arifing, and beating violently againg 
the Ship, filled the Difciples with Fear, cau, 
fing them to cry out, and to awake our Sa 
wviour as aforefaid ; who (to fhew his Af_u. 
rance in greateft Perils) flept peaceably in 
the midft of the Storm. 

He reprehended them for their Fearfuf. 
nefs, and fhewed them, they had nothing 
to fear all the time that he was with them : 
And then immediately arifing, he com. 
manded the Winds to be ftill, and the Sea to 
be calm; who both obeying his Voice, the 
Fear of his Difciples was changed into Ad. 
miration at fo great a Power, 

This Ship.(fays S. duftin) denotes the 
Church, which is in this World, as ina Sea, 
always troubled. GOD fuffers thefe mm. 
pefts, left our Faith leffen + and to preven 
that the Peace we may meet with in this 
World fhould not make us forget our Hea. 
-wenly Country, *Tis no marvel, if we be 


feized with Fear during the Storm ; and tis - 


no Fault, if we do not diftruft the Affi 
ffance from above. 

The Goodnefs of GOD having prepared 
this Vefel to pafs over fuch a troublefome 
and dangerous Ses, we ought to commit 
our f€lves to his skilful Condu&, who will 
not fail to. bring us to our defired Port. 

Thefe Storms, inftead of troubling us, 
ought to raife up our Spirits, feeing they 
have been foretold, and do bear Teftimony 
to the Truth of our saviour’s Words. 

The Divine Providence ( which tho conti- 
nually bufied, yet is always at reft) will 
guide in fafety through the midft of the 
storm, thofe that look upon him. He can- 
not forget thofe for whom he has died; 
ea, even as @ Father pitiesh his own Children, 
fo hath the LORD compaffion on thofe that 


Wanes; and our Saviour being afleep, his fear him. 
enter _ FHE 
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| Tie Palelt Aan healed. 
Our Bleffed SAVIOUR cafls out ‘the Devil from ene that 


wis Pofeffed. a 


Frer our Saviour had fhewed his Dif- 
ciples, the Power he had over the Ele. 
ments, in calming the 
The fame Year of the Sea by his Word; he 
wmmon Fira 30.  lHkewile difcovéred to 
them , the Authority 
he had over the snclean Spirits, by delivering 
feveral Perfons that were poffeffed with them. 
Butamongft all chofe which he cured,there 
was one moft confiderable, as is more par- 
ticularly rehearfed in the Gofpel ; to fhew 
us with great Horrour, the Empire which 
the Devils vifibly exercifed on Men,and with 
what Fury (when they tormented their 
‘Sul:) they tore moreover their Bodies, 
It wasa Man, who for a long time had 
left dwelling in Honfer, and made his con- 
fant abode amongft Graves, and fuch like 


folitary Places : He was Naked, and would 


endure no Cloaths, 

When Endeavours were ufed to tie him, 
he broke all Cords, yea, and Chains ; fo that 
noone could tame him. He kept Day and 
Night in thefe doteful doodes ; where he caft 
forth terrible Sereeks and Howlings, mangling 
and disfiguring his Body with ftroaks of sharp 
Sne:. In fine, the Place where he dwelt 
was become inacceflible to all People; no one 
daring to be fo bold,to pafs by that way. 

But as {oon as ever he faw Jefus Chrift,tho’ 


afar off, he ran to meet him, and changing _ 


this brutifh Fiercene/s into an Adoration full 
of Refped, he fell proftrate on the Ground, 
faying with aloud Voice; JESUS, thou Sen 
of the Moft High GOD! Wherefore doft thou 
come t0 torment me before my Time ? I conjure 


yon to leave me alone. 


Our Bleffed Saviour ask’d him his Name, 


not that he was ignorant of it, (fay the 
Fataers) ; but to fill Men with Fear, in feein 

how many Devils one Man might be poffel- 
fed with. For this Spirit anfwered him, 
That he was called Legion, becaufe they 
were feveral in number ; and he entreated 
Jefus Chrift, That if he would caft them out 


-of this Man, he would permit them to en- 


ter into a great Herd of Swine, wlio were 
feeding not far off; which he did: And 


this Herd (to the number of 2000) imme. 
diately ran down a fteep Rock, and precipi- 
tated themfelves into the Sea. 

This Pof' {id Perfor was from that time 
perfeétly cured, and the whole Towx being 
guthered together at the News of this M- 
racle, faw this Man (fo furious heretofore) 
meek as a Lamb, lying at our Saviou’s Feet, 
whom he defired to follow wherefoever he 
went, as his Deliverer. : 

But our Saviour fent him backto his own 
Houfe , to declare the Favour which GOD 
had fhewed him; by this, learning us the 
Thankfulnefs we ought to fhew to GOD: 
before Men, for the Mercies we have recei~ 
ved from him, 4nd when the Devil was caft 
out, and the Poffeft Man fpake, the Malti 
tude marvelled, faying. It never was fo feen in 
Ifrae]. But the Pharifees faid, He cafterh out 
Devils, through the Prince of Devils. 

The Fathers tell us. That this Demoniac 
was a Type of thofe Men, who before our 
Savionr’s Birth were plunged into all forts 
of Crives, and that groaned under the Ty~ 
ranny of the-Devi!.. 

This Man was without Cloaths, to figni- 
fie, That we have loft our Primitive Innocena 
cey and Original Righteoufnefs, which were 
as a Garment of Light, that covered us in our 
State of Purity. Sy 

Men that remained no longer in their 
Houfis, no more than-this Pofeffid Perfon ; 
which is to fay, They came not tothem- 
felves, nor found any Reft in their Mind’, 
They remained only amongft Tombs, that is 
to fay, in Dead Works ; they broke all their 
Chains, which is to fay, all Laws, both Di- 
vine and Humane, 

 Thefe Swine wherein the Devil entred, 
are a Reprefentation of Men immerft in 
filthy Plcafures, over whom thefe impure 
Spirits do exercift a peculiarDominion ; and 
the Dep wherein they plunged themfelves, 
denotes the Bottomiefs rit wherein the Devils 
have retired, fince our Saviour has driven 
them out of the Hearts of the leredulous, 
who from that time do enter into the glori- 

ous Liberty of the Sons of GOD. 
Curing 
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MAT TH. IX, 


Curing the Sick of the Paltie, 


HE Doéfvine and Miracles of our Savi- 
ovr encreafing by degrees the number 
; of his Difciples , St. Mate 
Tie fame Year 30, thew prefently left the 
Office of a Pubitcan, to 
enter into that of a Diferple of Jefus.Chrif. 
Our Bleffed Saviour came to him, as he 
piffed by the Place where he was; and a- 
mongft fo many Perfons who lived at Ca- 
pernaum, he chote only this Man, leaving 
the others in their Incredulity ; which ren- 
ders them more Culpable (as our Blefled 
Saviour himfelf affured us,) than were the 
People of Spaom and Gomorrah, 
He cleanfed immediately the Heart of 
this Difciple from all chat greedinefs after 


- Gain, which is too common amongft Pcr- 


fons of that Rank ; And made him with 
great Joy to follow a Poor Dr{pifed Man that 
was fcorned, and fer at Naught by the great 
People of the World. 

He only of all the Apoftles who were cal- 
Jed by our Blefled LORD, exprettthe out- 
ward Satisfaction he had in following him, 
by a Feat whereunto he invited him ; by 
which he fhewed us, That there is no Sa- 
tisfaction, like that, which arifes from a 
True Converfion. 

This new Convert, invited alfo to this 


’ Feaft, feveral other Publicans ; as if he would 


Share the Grace he had received, with thofe, 
to whom he had been United in his former 
Life. 

The proud Pharifees were {candalized, to 
fee our Blefled Ssvieur and. his Apoftles, cat 
publickly, with Perfons whom the Jew: 
abhorred. But our Savicur confounded 
their Pride, by telling them, he was the 
Soul’s Phyfician, and that he could do no 
Good to any, but fuch as acknowledged 
themfelves to be great Sinners. 

He moreover in Capernaum, wroughta 
f:mous Bodily Curr, on one troubled with 
the Palfic, 

Fhe House wherein our LORD and Savicur 
entred, being fo fullof People, that thofe 
who brought this Paralytick, knew not how 
to bring him in before our Saviour: They 
at laft tell] on a Determination, which was 
an evident Mark of their great Faith, 


They afcended to the top of the Hour, 


and uncovering it, let down their fick Per. 
fon before Jefus Chrif!, who admiring their 
Faith, bid the fick of the Palfie, be of good 


cheer, for his Sins were forgiven hin, 


This Man had certainly good reafon to 


be Cheerful; For what better News can _ 


any Man hear, what Words can be more 
comfortable, than thefe of our Saviour? 
Which made the Pfalnift cry out as it were 
with an Extacy, Blefled is the Man whofe 
Tranfgreffions are remitted, and whofe Sing 
are covered: And inthe Senfe of this he 
exults, faying, Thou haft put Gladncfi into my 
Heart, I will therefore lay.me down in 
Peace, and take my Reft. Thou thalc open 
my Lips, O LORD, and my Mouth fhall thew 
forth thy Praife. My song hall be always 
of the loving Kindneis of the LORD; with 
my Mouth will I be ever fhewing of thy 
Truth from one Generation to another, 

" The Scribes and Pharifees took thefe 
Words, immediately for Bla/phemy, Mutter. 
ing to themfelves, that twas only GOD that 
could remit Sins, But our Saviour to Con. 
vince them that he was GOD, affured them 
of the inward Health of this Man, by the 
outward Cure which he had wrought on his 
Body; and fhewed them, that’ he had 
effectually remitted his Sins, by delivering 
him trom the Palfe. 

All the People admiring this double Effe& 
of our Saviour’s Power, and -returnin 
Thanks to GOD, in that he had given fach 
great Power to Men, 

As our Saviour intended the Healing of 
this Man fhould be a Proof that he had re- 
ally remitted his Sizs ; fo the Cure of the 
Spiritual Sickneffts of the Scu/, muft te the 
Proof that our Sins have been forgiven us 
according to this Rule of our Savicur, Con- 


fiderable to this Purpofe, are the Wordsof - 


St. Cyprian, To daub over a Sinner’s Wounds ine 
flead of healing them , and to deprive him of 


. the Remedies of a True Repentance, by a de 


ccit{al Afferance of an haffy Reconcii “sion; 
This is not to be a Phyfician, but an Enemy 
of Souls, This Peace which is promifed 
hem isnot a Peace ; it is both dangerous 
to him that gives it, and unprofitable to 
him that receives it, 


The 
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So he Sevinon on the Dauntain. 


UR Saviour Shrif’s drawing Difciples 
QO} after him, would have been of fmall 
Advantage to us,had 


Inthe Year of the com not his Concern for 


n Fexa of Chriftians. On 
.qy. the Church in future 
end aft Ages, made him 
t IES. 


choofe out of this 


number, twelve Perfons,whom he defigned . 


forits Foundation, honouring then on this 
Account, with the particular Title of po- 
file, as being to-be fent to preach his Name 
ad Gofpcd throughout all the World, 
. Having feparated them oncealready from 
the reft of Men, he now. again feparated 
them from the reft of the Dife:ples ; to make 
them underftand by this double Separation, 
thatthey ought to have a double Perfecti- 
on of Vertue; and to excel as much, thie 
common. Difcipler, as thofe Diferples excee- 
ded ‘the common fort of Jews, 

They had this Advantage above the reff ; 
That they were (as-it were) the Domesficks 
of our Bleed Saviour, and lived with him 
in'the fame Houfe; For we know he kept’ 
the Pafowr, and eat the Lem with them 
done; fo that they were Witn«ffes, not only. 
of his tions, and publick Preaching:; but 
of his private Life and Secrets, after he had’ 
difcourfed to others: in Parables. . 

This Choice of the Twelwe Apéiftles was 
preceded by Prayers, in which our Saviour 
is{aid to have fpent the N:ght ; to learn his 
Church what fhe ought to do in future Ager, 
inthe Election of her Miniffers; to diftin= 
suifh thofe whom GOD had chofen: 

As foonas he had made this Choice, ‘he 
led them up a Mountain, being followed by 
«great Croud. of Propfe : And then he made 
them that famous Difcourie,commonly cal- 
led she Sermon on the Mount’; which contains 
the whole Gofpe/, and all neceflary Rules o£ 
Brbaviour, as well for the Mnifirs, as for 
tie People: Saying, Blefled are rhe poor in 
Spirit, for theirs is ‘the Kingdom of » Heaven. 
Bleffed are they that Mourn, for they fhall be 


Gomforted. Bleffed are the Meck, for they 


jball inherit the Evrth: Bleffed are they thar 
hunger ana shirft after Righteoufnefs, jor they 
fall be filled. Bleffed are the Mere:ful, jer 
they fall obtain Mercy. Bleffed are the Pure 


in Heart, for they. fhall fee GOD. . Bleffed 
‘are the Peace-makers , for they fhall be called 
the Children of GOD. Blefled are they that 
hall be Perfecuted for Righteoufnefs fake, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. -Blefled 
are ye when Men fhall revile you, and perfecute 
jou, and fhall fay all manner of Evil agsinft 
you falfely for my fake; rejoice and be extceding 
glad, for great is your Reward in Heaven; 
for fo perfecuted they the Prophets which were 
before yor. : ee 
_ Having at the beginning of this Difcourfe, 
overthrown all the Judgments of Men, and 
all the Notices of Natural Reafon ; in ‘cal- 
ling thofe Happy, whom the’ World efteems 
MiJerable; He afterwards fhewed,. how-in+ 
confiderable the Ordinances of the jews 
ifh.Law, are in Comparifon of the Precepts 
of his Gofpel; plainly telling them he re- 
quiréd of his Difciples , fuch a Righteouf= 
nefs, as far exceeded that of the Scribes and 
Pharifees, without which he declared they 
could not enter into the Kingdom-of Hea- 
ver, woe ‘ 
_ He taught us by thefe Words:That he wilf 
not be pleafed with our abftaining from 
things, which are apparently Evil to. others 
Sight; nor with the doing of fuch things, 
as have the Fate of good Wirk:, which may 
gain us Efteem from Men; this. beinga ves 
ry common thing amongift the Pharijees. 
And therefore he enjoyns ustoward the 
end’of his Sermon, not to Jay up Treafures 
on Earth, left our Heayts be there where 
our Treafureis, 
' That the Eye of our Intentions be. Pure 
and Simple, that'it may {anétifie the whole 
Body of -our 4&iens. | 
hat we have but one Maffer,and that we 
do nor fhare our felves: betwixt Jefus Chriff, 
and the World: And that we feek only the 
Kingdom of Heaven , and the Righteoutnefs 
thereof; to the end the reft may be given 
usasan Overplus, |” : 
Which clearly fhews us, That the end of 
the new Law, isto give a new Heart to the 
new Man; becaule our outward ions 
muft be régulated by the inward Principles 
of our Minas ; for the Rever cannot be Pure, 
if the Founrain be corrupted. 
Judge 
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_ Zudge not, let pe be Fudgeo, 


‘A Frer the general Maxims which our which he faith, we become like to this Ire 
A Blefid Saviour eftablifhed On the ther, who caufeth his Sun to fhine, beth on 
The fame Year 41, Mount, where he inftruc- the Juf and Unjuft. 

37. ted the Pesple; he dee — But onc of the Commandments, on which 
fcended to particular Infiruttions, and fhew- our Saviour do’s moft infift in this Sermon, is 
ed,that to farisfie this Abundance of Righte- the Precept of not Judging eur Brother. For 
ovfnef;, which he required from his Difciples, feeing a natural Inclination in the bottom 
he was not contented with their obferving of Mens Hearts of judging others, he 
of the Decalogue, which forbids great Ofn- bounds this Liberty, telling us, thar by ou ' 
cer, but required the Avoiding the very rath Judments, we are like unto a Man 
beginnings of Six... that’ having a Beam in his own Eye, yet 

He fhewed his principal Defign was, to would pull out the Afoce out of his Brothers 
regulate the Heart, and to reduce it to fuch Eye: Asthe Scripture faith, Fudge not, lp 
an Order, that it fhould abominate the leaft Je be Judged ; for with what Fudement 7e judge 
Inclination to Sin, Wherefore having for- ye foall be judged ; and with what Meafars ye 
bidden the entertaining the finalleft Deftres mete, it fhall be meafured to Jou again. Ang 
to Revenge, he afterwards prohibits Ayjuri- why bcholde thou the Mote that is in thy Bru 
ous Words; becaufe a peaceable Mind, anda thers Eye, but confidereft not the Beam in thin 
well governed Tongue, are the beft outward owy Eye? Or kow wilt thou fay to thy Brother 
Signs of a ‘True Chriftian Spirit, Let me pull out the Mote out of thine Eye, and 

‘The Jews chiefEndeavours wereto fatisfie behold ¢ Beam in thine own ? Thou Hypocrite, 
the Eyes of Men: whereas True Chrifians Srft caft owt the Beam ous of thine own Eye, and 
feek only to do what is well pleafing inthe ‘shen thou jhale fee clearly to Caf out the Mote oys 
Sight of GOD, who looks into the Hart So of thy Brother's Eye. . 
that our Saviour Jefus Chrift feems to refpe&t © The World is full of Offences of this 
the Deealogue, as containing only Precepts kind, fay the Fathers ; but the greateft Re. 
of leffer Excellency ; whereas he givesthe medy they could find againft them, is He. 
Name of Great Commandments, to this keep- mility: The having low Thoughts of our 
ing of the Heart and Tongue ; which ftifle all felves, which will hinder us from havin 
Motions to Wrath and evil Speaking, mean Thoughts of others. So that either 

Our Blefid Saviour, under the Prohibiti- our Charity, or Humility muft fupprefs in 
on of two fuch fmall things, conceals all us, all thefe rath Judgings ; and if neither 
the greatnefs of Chriftianity, It feems » a$ Of them will do it, then will Fear con. 
if he did not much value the Forbearance ftrain us, by.remembring the Day, in which 
from Murther , becaufe this: may happen efus Chrift thall come to judge the finalleft 
without any inward Vertue, Humane Kea- Defeéts, which are to be found in our 
fons often hindering it. good Werks, which often deceive both our 

But that which he moft efteemed was, not. felves and others, 
to murmur inwardly againft ones Bro:wer; He do’s affure us, he will deal out to us, 
becaufe the Forbearance of this, mutt h: p- the fame Weight and Meafure, we have given. 
pen from an excellent Principle. For the others, 
rife of Great sins, comes from thefe Jmall — He'that ferioufly thinks on this Judgment, 
Beginnings, of which we take no Notice, cannot judge his Brother, muchlefs make 
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; . Itbeing certain, That be which fears to inc himfelf a pleafane entertainment. of his. 7 ’ } 
jure a Man in Word, cannot fall into the Sin of Faults. Charity makes us take all things by orhibal, 2 
Murther, tne beft Handle, and pra@tife the Advice 





| And therefore do’s our Saviour,in the}at- of an Holy 2. Shop, who tells us, that if an 
| ter Part of his Dif courle, fo greatly com- vé:0n had an Hundred Faces, we should always y Sher qworhes.Cortertbnten chi Pion, 
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mend to us the Love of our Encrmes; by look upon it by that which is faircft, A 
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A Leprous Perfon befought our S.4V10.U R'to cure him of his 
Leprofie ; and a Centurion-that fent fome Jews to requeft our 
SAVIOUR ta come and heal his fick Servant. 


oO" R Saviour , being come down from 


the Mountain, where he had eftabli- . 


: fhed all the Rules 
The fame Year 31. of Chriftian Morality, 
wrought two Miracles related in the Gojjel, 

The firft was the Leprous Perfor, who in 
the manner he approaches our Savour,gives 
us an excellent Model of Prayer. For as 
foon as he had perceived him, he acknow- 
Iedged him his Saviour, and by Vertue of 
this Faith, he faith to him with an inward 
Haraility of Soul, which he teftified by his 
outward Geftures, LORD if thou wilt thou 
can'f? make me Clean; Shewing on the: one 
Hand, what was his Faith, and onthe other 
his Submiffion to the Will of GoD. 

Our Saviour had Compaffion on him, and 
firetching out his Hand to touch him, faith 
unto him, I will, be show clean; to approve 
what this Man had declared, and to thew 
us, that his Wid alone, is the Source of all 
thofe Graces which they receive, whom he 
has loved with an everlafting Love, when he 
faw nothing in them but Bruifes and Putra 
fied Sores, . et ee 

Having Healed this Man, and forbidden 
him to make known this Miraculeus’ Cure, 
(which teacheth us to conceal the fecret 
Graces that he beftows on us,) as foon as he 
. Was entred into Capernaum, a Centurion 
who was extreamly troubled at the Sicknefs 
of his Servant, who was at ‘the Point of 
Death ; fent fome Jews to ‘requeft him, to 
come and heal this Sick Perfon. 

The Jews came to him,to entreat this Fa- 
vour at his Hands, and urged in his Com- 


Jen, twas to vifit him 


the Word, and his Servant would be Heeled’ 
Our Bleffed LORD admired thé Faith of 
this Centurion ; and the Gaurch has fo admi« 
red it, after his Example, that. the offers it 
continually as 2 Model to her Ceildren, and 
puts the Words of this Hy/y Man, ‘into the 
Mouths of her Méniffers and People, when, 
they are ready to receive the fame LORD, 
to whom this great Man {pake. loss 

_ Wherefore to draw the Inftru@ion which 
our Saviour Fefus Chrift and his Spoufe, would 
have us to draw from fo great an Example, — 
we ought to have in Imitation of this C:n:2- 


‘visn, a profound Hunility of Soul; and to 


believe our felves unworthy to offer up the 
leaft Requeft to our Saviour. For he mutt 
hear us, for his own Merits fake, aid not 
for any thing that is in us, to make our 
Prayers. acceptable, _ 
, We ought alfo to believe, as fay the-Holy 
Fathers, That the leaft Word of our szv‘eur, 
can Operate, if he pleafeth, as great Effects 
in our Souls, as -his Divine Body, ‘For this 
Centurion, did in effe&t, receive by the fole 
Word of our Saviour, the fame Grace, as if 
he had received his Prefence. Mona 
_, Our Blefled LORD would furrender him- 
felf, to his Humility; and in fome fart, be 
Obedientto Him ; He abftained fromcom, 
ing to him, :becaufe -he.would not yéndeg - 
himconfuled. © 
_, But in not entring the Houfe himfelé 
lays St. Auftin, he made an invifible Vertue 
enter in, which cured: the Sicknels of ‘his 
Servant ; and if he vifitéd him nor in Pera 
vas tO, more happily by, his 


Graces and Mercy, ° 


mendation , that this Cenevrion had buile 
them a Sysagogue: Our Saviour yielded to 
their Requeft, and went with them to the 
Houfe where this Sick Man lay. But as he 
drew near, this Centurion, who hada more 
lively Faith, than all the Jews ; {ent his moft 
intimate Friend to our Savieur, to entreat 
him, not to be at the. trouble to come to 

Is Lodging, becaufe he was unworthy of fo 
§reat an Honour; and that it was for that 
reafon, he dared not wait upon him him- 
felf That he knew, he needed but {peak 


. The ancient Fathers have taken occafion, 
from the Charity of this Centurion, towards 
his Servant ; to recommend to all Pe:fors 
in the World, the care of their’ Domeft-cke, 
‘efpecially when they are Sick.’ Tis in thefe 
Occafions, wherein they muft teftifie to 
GOD, that they know both Poar and Rich 


are equal ; and that if they will have him 


j ¥ Pa 
‘ “8 
vee 


Sak mata 
Ho. TT 
at SS 





ae 


re Sidhe. AW. 


or (Oran Severre altar Wheeler Of ae 
LOrtchel 072 Lhe a7 O Sucks ttritige 


. ~ : te fC 
wre, Conlre inl therr Pee o 


= 
, 
~ 


aT 


"AC va 
















GOD ; they otight alfo to be Compaffionate 
_to thofe that ferve them, e 
Gg A 


“or wovencentcnt of thas 


cpa wt 
Ve 





to have pity. on them as the Servants oF __ 


he na 


234 E175 ] 


A Dead Ban 


reftovd to Life. 


The Widows Soa of NAIM reftor'd to Life, 


AS terthe cure of fo many feveral Difea. 
Jes, our bleffed: Saviour a that which 
was more furprizing ; 
The fare Year 31. hich is, the Miracle 
of the Referrcéion from the Dead. The firft, 
which the Holy Gofpel denotes, that Feftes 
Chrift raifed up to Life, isa young Damfel, 
aged Twelve Years, who was Daughter to 
toa Ruler of the Synagogue, named Fairus, 
There appeared nothing extraordinary in 
this Méracle, nor in the Faith of the Father, 
who being on this Account, of a Temper 
different from the Centurion, fuffered our 
Saviour to come to his Houfe; nor in the 
Faith of this Damfel that was raifed up, of 
whofe acknowledgment, the Ge/pel makes 
no mention; nor in that of thofe, who 
were prefent ; feeing on the contrary they 
derided our bleffed LORD, for faying this 
young Damfel flepr, and was not dead. 
The fecond Refurreffion, we read of in 
the Gofpel, contains fomething more parti- 
cular, as will appear by what follows. 
When our bleffed Saviour went into the 
City of N:4IM, accompanied by his Difciples, 
and’ a-great Croud of People, he met with a 
dead. Corps at the Gates of the Town, that 
was going to be buried, which was the on- 
ly: Son of a Widow, who much lamented 
his Death. Our Saviour was moved with 
Compaffion at thie Sight; and though fhe 
{pake not to him,yet her Tears called aloud 
for Compaffion. He drew nearto her, and 
bid her hold her Peace ; and then ftopping 
thofé that carried this dead Body, he tou- 


ched the Bier, whereon this young Man lay, 


and: bid him arife, which he immediate. 
ly did,and he. delivered him to his Mother. 
This Miracle contains great: Inftrudions, 
as-is obferved by the Ancient Fathers, We 
hence. learn, that nothing happens by 
CHlance; and that whatever appears to Men, 
to be a meer Accident, isa real Defign in 
GOD ; for our Saviour came by on purpofe, 
to. raife this dead Man to Life. We may 
here Remark, ‘That thefe Bearers whom Je- 
Sus Chrift tops in the Way, are the Devils, 
which cary the Seu} into Hell, which is its 


Jaft refting Place ; and the 3iune; Grays 

, Thefe Bearers are realiy horridle; wheacs 
we may truly judge, that the Soul of a Si. 
ner is but a meer inanimate Corps, that is nor 
able to ftir it felf, umlefs the Devils bear in 
up and move it, as they are faid to enter 
into the dead Bodies of wicked Perfons to 
appear vifible to our Sight. 

And therefore this Circumftance of thé 
Gofpel, agrees with whaz is faid in another 
Place of the fime Writings: Thar Fefus 
Chriff muft fir bind the {trong Man, to 
fpoil him of his efels, which is to fay, the 
Soxl, in which he inhabits, as in- his ‘com: 
mon Dwelling.And in effe& when we con. 
fider the Difficulty there is in converting a 
Soul, that is a Slave to Luff; we find it fo 
great, that {t-cannot be done,unlefs our Sa-. 
viour do’s firft tieup the: Devils,to make this 
Man love that, which before he abhorred 

Our bleffed LORD, having reftored this 
young Man to Life, -he gave him to his Mr. 
ther, to whom he belonged ; as well for that 
the had brought him into the World, as like- 
wife, becaufe the had reftored him again to 
it by her Prayers, which fhews us our great 
Obligation tothe Church ; and that we are 
not: able fufficiently to requite the great 
care fhe has took of us, And therefore the 
Holy Fathers have faid, That thefe dead be- 
ing again raifed up by the Prayers of the. 
Church, ought after their Converfion, to 
be in Mourning with the: Divine Mgther, to 
obtain altogether the Refurretion of their 
Brethren, whofe Death the {till bewails, 
"Twere-well if People would confider the Ob- 
Higations they hav: to their Parents, to whom, 
next to GOD they are moft- Indebted: We 
have more reafon to love them, than they have 
to love us, But "tis true, they are -led by Nae. 
ture to be infinitely kind to us, and we fould 
be led: by Reafon to be infinitely gratcful 60 
them. Yet we fee, when Parents grow old, and 
need their Childrens Affiftance, how feldem is it 
chearfully given them? For whatfoever they do 


Sor them, feems to be more Burdenfom, than what 


they will do perhaps for thafe to whom they have 
no Obligation. 
MARY 
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Mary Magdalen Wafheth our SA VIO UR’s Feet with her Y, CAYS, 
and Obtains Pardon of her Sins . 


He Fame of the Refurrefion of this 
T young Mani of a ak is peer 
together with the other 

The fame Year 31. hela which our Savi- 
esr wrought, fpreading over all Parts; the 
Difeiples of S. Jol, informed ‘him of them 
in Prifon, where Herod had thrown him. 

This Holy Ma» having no other intention 
than the difcovering of our Savieur to the 
World, as knowing he had his Life for that 
purpofe; he continued ftill,in fome fort,to 
do the Work, he came for; at leaft, as 
much as he could ; and therefore, he defig- 
ned to force, as it were, our Seviour himfelf 
to declare, that he was the Meffias, in the 
Prefence of fome of his Difciples, which he 
fent tohim, not to entreat him, to deliver 
him from Prifon ; but to enquire of him, if 
he were the Perfon, the worldhad fo long 
expe&ted. Our Saviour knowing that the 
Difciples of S.fobn did,in fome fort,envy him, 
as excelling their Mafter, he therefore would 
notiay any thing, which might appear ad. 
vantageous of himfelf,but rather chofe to do 
fome Miracles before them, and enjoyned 
them to relate to S.Fohn what they had feen, 

When they were gone, our Saviour took 
occafion from this Deputation, to {peak of 
S. John before the People, and to praife that 
FirmnefsandConftancy of Mind,wherewith 

he was endued ; That 2s not like our Tempers, 
which areas Reeds fhaken with the Wind, 

And as the Life of this Holy Maz had been 
attended with great Aufterities and Mortifi- 
eations s {o our Lord declared, that ir muft 
be with great Strivings and Watchfulnefs that 
a Man can be faved; That the Kingdom of 
Heaven, could not be taken, otherwife than: 
by a long Siege; and violent Storm, 

He declared the miferableCircumflances, 
which fome Cities lay under, where he had. 
fhewed great Joy, at the hearing of his Do- 
drine ; becaufe they had not given any To- 
kens of their Amendment ; faying, that it 
will be more tolerable, for Sodom and Gomor- 
rsh, at the Day of Judgment, than for them. 

But the generality of Men,being ftrangely 
hardened,and. bare Difeourfes not being tufh- 
cieatto work a Reformationin them ; our 
Saviour therefore, would bring them to ir, 


by a Famous Exemple,which wasthat of the 
bleffed Mary Magdalen. 

This Holy Sinner, moved by the: Divine 
Grace, came running to fefus Gériff, as the 
only Phyfician of her Sex/. And therefore 
knowing that he had entred into the Houfe 
of Sitmon the Pharifee, to Eat there ; the came 
thither with an Holy Boldnef+; and without 
ane: at fo many Witneffs, fhe ‘threw 
her felf at his Feet, Embraced them, Kiffed 
them, Wajh'd them with her Trars, and 
i re them with the Hair of her Head. 

. Lhe Pharifees,who knew this Woman,(for . 
the Irregularity of her Life,had made her 
infamous,throughout all the Zown ; ) began 
to doubt, whether our Seviour Chrift was a 
Prophet, fecing he knew not who the was, 
that had dared to touch Him ; doubting not, 
but if he had known her, he would have re. 
jected her, But our bleffed Seviour,confoun- 
ding the vain Imagination of this Doéfor of 
the Law ;-learnt him, how much he prefer- 
red the Fervent Love of this: Sinner, to the 
Lukewarmnefs of thofe who had not com- 
mitted fuch great Grigses.. And having fhew- 
ed thatthe Multitude of her Sins were for- 
given, becaufe the loved much, he fent her 
away in Peace, after this holy AGtion. 

This Woman,as is obferv'’d by the’ Fathers, 
has given in her Perfon a compleat Pattern 
of Repentance, in which there is nothin 
wanting but Words; to fhew, That GOD doth 
not much value them, in fuch a cafe; fecing 
they are onl y the Leaves of Repentance, 

. She now employsto aVertuons ufe,what- 
foever fhe had before abufed to Vice. She 
now offers to Jefus Chrift, as many Sacrifices, 
as fhe before had made to the Devil; and. 
NOw Sacrifices to Repentance, whatever flic 
had heretofore offered up to Luxury, 

This fo admirable a Converfion may be 
called the Glory of Repentance; for it fhews 
us, that the greateft Sinner, becomes pure in 
the fight of GOD, when his Repintance is 
San&tified by Hamility : and that on the con- 
trary,the Chafteft Seu! is impure in his fight, 
when this Heavenly Gift,which fhould ren-- 
der him the moft humble of Mz, does on 
the contray, make him Proud, 
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| The Parable of the SEED. 


Oy bleffed Lord, being one day fur- 
rounded WHE greit Crowds of en 
otred into a Ship; an 
The fame Year 41. putting off, foie fmall 
diftance from the Land, he fat down in it, 
and thence taught the People, inftru&ting 
them: by many Parables, 

He told them in that of the Sower, that 
the Hu:baxdman {owing his Seed, part of it 
fell out of the F.eld, into the way fide ; and 
there was trodden under foot, or eaten by 
the Fowl-, And afterwards Explaining pri- 
vately this Parable, to his Difciples; he told 
them, that thefe Perfons are thofe, who hear 
the Word of GOD, and from: whofe Hearts, 
the D.v:/ atthe fame time comes and takes 


it-away.; left they fhould believe, and be 


faved. 


mixes his Tares with the Wheat, as our Sa- 


visur obferves in the following Parable, al-. 


ways endeavours at the fame time that GOD 
Sows his good Seed in our Soul:,to produce 
their Converfion, to deftroy it, either by 
himfelf, or by. Men that are his Infru- 
ments, left itfhould take deep Root in our 
Hearts, 

The fecond Parable of the Seed is, that 


which fellon Stony Ground; which not be~ 


ing able. to take Root, foon withers at the 
Sun's Appearance, | 

And thefe are thofe, fays our Saviour 
Fefus Chriff, who hear the Word with glad- 
nefs ; but taking no Root, are difcompofed, 
and loft, at the leaft .“ffsétion, or Perfe- 
cutton, which may happen, becaufe of the 
Gofpel. ; , 
"Tis eafie forthofe Perfons to be decei- 
ved, and to be Ignorant, that notwithftan- 
ding this delight which they have in the 
Word of GOD, yet their Hearts are as hard 
as Stone,and that they have need of foftening 
them by continual Exercifes of Faith and 
Repentance, 

The third part of the Seed, falls among 
Thorns, which grow up with the good 
Grain, and Choak it. .And thefe Perfons, 
fays our Saviour, are thofe, who hear the 


For this Spirts of Darknefs who often 
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te 


Word; But the Cares and Traubles of this 
World, the deceitfulnefS of Riches, and an 
infinite number of inordinate defires, ftifle 
this Word, and render it fruitlefs, For 
"tis soo evident,that the Cares of this World, 
make us apply our Minds with lefs Atren- 
tion to whatGOD, or his M:nifters fpeak to 
vs. 
- We cannot fufficiently enough Lament 
before GOD, the mifchief which thefe fecu. 
lar Concerns bring along with them ; kill. 
ing in us fo frequently this Precious Seed, 
after feveral A&ts of Devotion have made 
it fpring ‘up in us. For all the Miferies 
which refpeé& the Body, as Plague, War, 
Famine, &c, are: not Subjects worthy of 
ou Tears, fo much as the lofs of this Divine 
Seed. 

In fine, the fourth part of this good 
Grain falls on good Gréund, which foon 


{prings up, and brings forth .good Frsit, — 


although not allalike ; fome Grains yield. 
ing one Hundred fold for one, others sixty, 
and others Thirty. ) 
Thefe Perfons, fays our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift, are thofe who have their Hearts not 


. only good, but very good, Ifthe Heart be 


fimply good, it is expofed to two great 
Evils, to one, that it bears fmall Frase, and 
the other, that it eafily becomes Bad: Where- 
fore we muift endeavour, how good foever 
it is, to make it better; which is dene by 
increafing in Charity. 

But our Saviour Jefus Chriff doth him- 
felf obferve, that ’tis only by Pacience, that 
we bear much Fruit, that is to fay, in en- 
during many Affifions, which do in fome 
fort Cultivate our Field:, and renders our 
Charity more Vigorous. For fhe is the 
Root of all good Fruit, and the ftronger 
that this Root is, the more excellent is the 
Fruit, which fprings from it, proportiona- 
ble to the Condition and Kank of each. 
truc Belieurr, 

Thus 4fiitions overthrow tae Weak, as 
*tis obfervable touching the fecond seeds 
but become, on the contrary, the Exercife 
aud Crown, of the Strong. : 
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be Mebeabing of &. John the Baptitt, 


y *Hen our Seviour’s Fame was fpread 
throughout all Parts ; Nazareth Leing 
ore the Country where he 
dee Jat year 31 chiefly refided, fhewed 
more Incredulity than the reft of Fudee.. 
. They could not reconcile what was faid 
touching the great things he did, with what 
they beheld in his Peron. ‘They faw on one 
hend his Poverty, the mean condition of his 
Meher and Kindred ; and on the other, the 
great Miracles which were publith'd of him; 
and the Applaufes of the Prople. In fine, 
their Pride ( being offended at this extraor- 
dinary Fame of our Saviexr) made them 
contrive to precipitate him from the Top 
of the Mountain whereon their Town ftood. 
‘But our Savors hour was not then 
come, neither was i¢ in the power of an 
Man to haften it; fo that palling throug 
the midft of them, he rendred ineffeQual 
their wicked defign. 

Our bicfled Lord well underftanding the 
Averfion they had to him, would not im- 
mediately preach in Nazareth, but in Caper= 
baum, and other circumjacent Towns ; as well 
tohumble himfelf, as to fhew us, that we 


ought to avoid all pompous Appearances in 


aplace where we have before lived in ob- 
{curity ; as alfo to difpofe by degrees thofe 
of Nazareth. by his abfence, to believe in 
him, as well as others, and to refpe& him 

r the time to come whom they-had be- 
fore defpifed. 

But the hardnefs of their Hearts being in- 

upeiasle, our Saviour contented himfelf 
with Working fome few Miracles to thew 
that he did not flight them ; and he did no 
more, left he fhould make them more Cri- 
minal, 

He paft then from them, and leaving 
Nazareth, he had News brought him of the 
Death of S. John the Baptif#, which hapned 
in this manner. 

The Devil having inftigated Herod to caft 
him into Prifon for having reprefented to 
him, how fcandalous his inceftuous Coha- 

itation was with Herodias, his Brother’s 
Wife; (who not contented with'this good 
mons Imprifonment,movedHerod to put him 
to Death: ) He brought to pafs whatfoever 
was neceliary to this Design; and fhewed, 


how well he could manage occafions, and’ 
difpofe ail requilite Circumftances, for the 
execution of his Malice, on this Holy Man. 

" Heroa’s Birth-day being come, thi§ Prince 
made a great Fea to all the Grandees of his 
Court ; and the Daughter of this inceftuous 
Herodias dancing in the midft of this Affem- 
bly, the fo extremely pleafed Herod, that 


the ag the fame time commanded her to ask 


of him whatever fhe would, .and he would 
give it her, tho it were half of his K:ugdom, 
She went prefently to her Mother, to know 
what fhe thould demand ; who preferring 
the gratifying her Revenge on S. john, above 
whatever her Ambition or Covetoufnefs 
could defire, enjoined her to ask only of 
him the Head of S$. john the Bupriff, 

Hered was much troubled at this demand,. 
as having a great efteem for §. John: But 
the Devil leflening the Reverence he had to _ 
this Holy Man, and encreafing his fond Affe- 
tion to Herodias, caufed him at length to 
yield, that he might not break his Word. | 

S. John’s Head was cut off in Prifin, and 
delivered toHeredias’s Daughter in aCbarger; 
who immediately came, and brought it ¢q- 
her Mother: ii 

Thus did this truly great Man die; and 
thus at length ended-the high “Opinion 
which Hered had of him; who having been 
the great Admirer of this holy P.rfor, became 
at length no lefs than his Murcherer, His firft 
Enormities ferved him as a paffage to this 
hainous Crime ; and this barbarous Cruelty 
was the Punifhment of his Inceft. 

"Tis ftrange, fays S. Gregory, that fuch inf: 
mous People fhould have that Power over fo 
Divine a Perfon as’, John; But if his Life was 
precious in the eyes of GO D, it was-not 
io in his own; and one may fay that GO D 
feconding his Humility, and contidering how 
little he valued it, gave it therefcve for a 
Dauce ; by which, adds this Holy Father, the 
Servants of GO D may learn to defpife their 
own Lives, and be willing they fhould be ar 
the Mercy of cruel and wicked Peeple; for 
in facrificing them to GOD forand to whom 
alone they live, their Death, like S. John’s, 
will be the more eftimable, and acceptable 
in the fight of GOD. by how much it may 
appear more fhameful in the Eyes eS Mca 
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Fhe Miracle of the Loaves. 


UR bleffed LORD and Saviour, having 
been informed of the Death of S. fohn 
the Baptiff, withdrew 
In the year of the thereupon into the Defert ; 
common /Era 32, taking his Di(ciples along 
the 3d of Chrif’'s with him, to learn his 
Preaching. Charch to retire to places 
of Retreat in times of 
Danger. And this was the more neceflary, 
by how much the Miracles of Fefus Chriff be 
gan to be taken notice of at Cours; and Hr- 
vod Antipater, the Son of him who had put 
the Innocent Children to Death, was in trou- 
ble to know who this man fhould be that 
was fo powerful, both in Word and Deed ; 
Imagining fome times, he was S, Fohx the 
Baptift whom he had put to Death ; who 
being Riferi from the Dead, wrought all 
thefe wonderful things. 

Such Imaginations as thefe trouble the 
Repofe of this wicked Prince; whilft our 
Saviour was Retired into the Wildernefs, 
where Herod could not hinder the Pesple 
from Running after him : for he was follow- 
ed by near five thoufand Perfons, who were 
continually attentive to his Doéfrine and Mi- 
vacles, Their Minds, were fo taken up with 
what they faw and heard from him, that 
they forgot to take along with them their 
neceflary Provifionr. And three Days being 
already paft fince they left their Habitations 
to follow Jefus Chrift in the Defere; our. 
Saviour was moved with Compaffion in fee- ‘ 
ing thefe Perfons, and {pake to his Difciples 
about the procuring of them Suftenance : 
They anfwered him, thatthe placc, where 
they were, was a Defert, far diftant from 
Towns, and that they had no other Provis 
it than five Barly Loaves, and fome few 
Fifbes. 

* Our bleffed Saviour commanded the Dif- 
ciples, to caufe them to fit down, in divers 
Companies ; and when this was done, lifting 
up his Eyes to Heawn, he bleffed thefe Loaves 
and gave them to his Difesples, that they 
might fhare them amongft the Peuple. 

Thefe Loaves Multiplyed themfelves in 
our Saviow’s Hands; tor all the People 
Eat of them, and were fatistied ; and our 


a 
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Saviour commanded his Difciples to gather 
up the Fragments with great care, with 
which were filled Twelve Baskets, 

The Ancient Fathers, have ever regarded 
thefe five thoufand Men that followed our 
Saviour Jefus Chri, as a Type of true 
Chriftian:, who forfake the World, at leat 
their Hearts, to follow Jefus Chrift where. 
ever he calls them, 

There isiobfervable in their whole Cone 
duct, an excellent Image,or Reprefentation 
of the Church, They are attentive to the 
Words of our Saviour, and expe& no relief 
on Earth, but from his Bounty. . They all 
appear but as one fingle Man. They have 
all the fame Affections, the fame Inclination, 
and the fame end, whereto they tend by the 
fame means, They continue in this Defert, 
and grow not weary of our Saviour: Come 
pany. They perfift therein, till they Faint, 
without Murmuring for Suftenance, And 
therefore our Saviour Chrift feeing their 

reat Faith, ftays till the third day before 
he feeds them, and though his Charity was 
great, yet he would not do it prefently. He 
then fhewed that Pious Confli&, which oft 
happens between GOD, and Ele& Souls; 
when on the one Hand, GOD will not yee 
fuccour them in their Diftrefes ; becaufe’tis 
not the time ; and on the other, his Eleé 
feeling fuch Joy and Comfort, in the Accome 
plifhment of his Will, remain Stedfaft and 
Firm in that Condition, without defiring 
to get out of it. 

Prayer, in all other occafions, is the effet 
of Faith ; but tis the effect of a very {mall 
Faith, to be earneft with GOD, to deliver 
one out of any Temporal Affliction. 

Oughtnot this to fatisfie us, that GOD. 
himfelf, keeps account of the Days and M-- 
nutes of our iufferings? He, I fay, who af 
fures us, thar he numbers the very Hazrs of 
our Acads, 

We fhould Iet him alone, to do with us 
as he thinks fitring ; for the beft remedy in 
our gricfs is to commit our {elves wholly to 
his Willand Pleafurc,and to remain quietly 
in the condition he bas placed us, not dette 
rous to departout of it, until his due tune. 
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&, Peter's Faity fails him. - 


§. Peter Walks on the Sez to Meet our SAVIOUR, ant 
finkinz, Crics cut to him for help. 


Hen our Saviour had done this 
V great Miracle of the Loaver, the 
Wiss People would needs lay 
The fame Year 32- oid of him, and make 
him a King by Force; But our Diefitd 
LORD, though he prefented himfelf of his 
own accord, when he was to die, yet Fled, 
when they offered him this Dignity: to 
tach his Difciples to Fly Ecclefiaftical Promo. 
tim, when Men do offer them ; even as 
fur Chrift would not receive Honour from 
Met, but from his Father, 

When’twas night, he came to his Difci- 
pls, at the place where this Miracle was 
_ wrought; and to.put the Remembrance of 

jtout of their Minds, which were puft up 
athe thoughts thereof, He made them en- 
terinto a Sip, and: pals the Sea, that the 
Tmpeft which foon after happened by his 
Order, might make them fenlible of their 
Weaknefs in the abfence of their Mafter ; 
aad that this Knowledge might keep them 
in Hamilsty, which was to be (as it were) 
the Foundation, on which he would Erect 
this folid Vertue, which was to render 
them the Pillers of the Church, 

He left them for fome time, in the midft 
of the Waves, being driven up and down 
the whole night ty the Weather, without 
hishaftning to deliver them. But when 
: the day appeared, he drew. towards them, 
Walking on the Surface of the Waters. 

When they beheld him,: thus coming on 
the Floeds, as. on dry: Land, they thought 
him to be a Specfrum, and their Fear made 
them fend forth ftrong Cries. 

But our Saviour fpake to them to Encou- 
rage them, faying, Kear not, It is]. S. Peter 
wasthe firft that fele the Efficacy of this 
Divine Word; and having his Heart full. of 
an Affurance, which placed him above all 
fear of danger, he faid to Jefus Chrift, if 
it be thou LOXD, Command me to come 
upon the Waters to thee. Our Savicur bad 
him come; and S. Peter leapt. immediately 
into the Sea, with a Confidence which can- 


not be fafficiently enough admired, and 
which then denoted, That GOD would make: 
hisChurch in futureA gesVittorious through- 
out all the World ; and that the fhould tread 
under Foot,whatfoever fhould oppofe Her. 

But as S, Peter thus went to joyn himfelf 

to Fefas Ghriff, a great Wind arofc, which 
put him intoan Aftonifhment ; Fear over-- 
whelmed his Spirits, and his. Feith failing,. 
he began immediately to Sink. 
Then did he Addrefs himfelf to our Sa- 
wiour, who had already given him fome. 
power, entreating him to fuccour him.And 
Jefus Chrif ftretching out his hand,took hold 
of himnd blaming the Weaknefs of his 
Faith, bid him not be afraid. And when 
they were entred into the Ship, the Wind. 
immediately ceafed, ‘and the Waves melted. 
themfelves into a Calm Smoothnefs, 

The Ancient Fathers who have always re- 
garded the AGions and: Werds of our Savieur, 
as full of Myfteries; have admired, he fhould 
fuffer §. Peter to be in danger of drowning, 
after he had Commanding him to come on 
the Waters 

He defigned, fay thefe Ancient Writers, 
to convince this good Difciple, by hisown 
Experience, That "tis.be only can Save, left 
his — affurance fhould Tempt him to 
Pride. 

Even our Fears in the Service of GoD; 
are of ufe, when they be Moderate. They 
inform us of our Weakneffes, and make us 
depend more on him, and expeé& all our 
Satety from him. 

There are few fincere Chriftians in the 
World, for whom GOD has not done more 
than he did on this Occafion for S. Peter: 
There are other Depths, and Tempefts , 
whence he has delivered them, and does 
yet daily and hourly deliver them by his 
powerful Word: And they cannot be 
wanting in the acknowledgment, whichi 
they ought to have of fo tenfible a Pro- 
tettion without the greateft Scupidity and 
Ingratitude. 6 

ut 





240 { 181 J 


Our SAVIOUR admires the 


Faith of the CANAANITISY 


Woman, and Heals her DAUGHTER. : 


UR Saviour, having left the place 

where he had Miraculoufly - Fed fo 
great a Multitude of P.0- 
ple; thefe Perfons were 
in great trouble the next Day, to know 
what was become of him. 

They knew there was in this place but 
only one Bark, or Vefel; and they alfo knew 
that Fefus Chri had not entred therein, 
hor his Difeisles. Wherefore not finding 
him along the Rivers fide, and having pait 
over again the Water to go to Capernaum; 
they ask’d him, when, they had found him, 
when and how hecame there, But our Sa 
viour not lifting to fatisfie itheir Curious 
Humour, and concealing the manner of his 
Walking onthe Waters: only told them, 
who were fo Zealous in their fearch after 
him, That they followed him, meerly for 
the Loaves fake, and not out of any real 
Love to his Perjon, or Doérine. And there- 
fore he Exhorted them, to Labour after 
other Food ; and not tofeek fo greedily af- 
ter the Meat which perifheth. 

He difcourfed to them of the Eucharifical 
Bread, whereat many were Scandalized, 
even of his own Difciples. When they went 
away, Jefus Chrif, without fhewing any 
Concern, at the fecing himfelf thus Aban- 
doned by his Difcipks, Addreft himfelf to 
the Twelve Apoftles, Demanding of them, 
whether they would alfo leave him? To 
Which -St. Peter anfwered with his ufual 
Fervor; LORD, to whut jhall we go, feeing 
slo haft the Words of Eternal Life, 

Our Saviour alfo plainly fhewed, "twas 
no wonder that feveral of his Difciples left 
him, feeing of the Twelve, which he had 


The fame Year 32. 


_ chofen particularly, there was one of them, 
whichhe affured them was a Devil. 


He left then judea, to avoid the Rage of 
his Enemies, who began openly to declare 
themfelves againft him, and departed to the 


Coafts of Iyre and Siden ; where he did more _ 


than he had done in tudea, 

For a Canaanitijh Woman (arriving from 
thofe Parts, where our Saviour Chrift would 
not go himtelfjleft he. fhould {candalize the 
Jews) came by a Secret Inftinct of Fefus 
Chrij?, who called her to him, though un- 
known to her, who fhewed him with great 


Gries, that her Daughter was tormented with 
a Devil, and entreated him to have Pity on 
her, But our Saviour although f0 Com. 
paffionate to others, yet {cemed to give no 
Ear to tuc Complaints of this Woman,to the 
end he might give us in her Perfon. an excel. 
Jent inftance of the Prevalency of Prayer, 
andto fhew us by her example, with whit 
Eumiliy we ought to perfevere in it, when 
it fe:m§to us that GOD slmighty is Deaf tg 
our Requefts, and rejeéts all our Petitions, 
This humble Woman, being not able tg 
obtdin any thing of Jefus Chrijt, Addreft, her 
{elf to the Apofies, who interceded for her 
to our Saviour, But he anfwered; he was 
only fent to the loft Sheep of Ifracl, and nor 
to the Gentiles, And they being urgent with 
him, becaufe the Canaanitifh Woman Tmpor. 
tuned them, with her entreaties ; our savi. 
our therefore to thew the Solidity of her 
Faith, would not yet yield to her. Whena 
length fhe came up to him and caft herfelf 
at his Fee?.and Worihipped him, Imploring 
his Affiftance, with greac Lamentations, 
Our Lord ftill Repeli’d her,and uiing heras 
a Dog, faid to her, That it was not Lawful; tv 
take the Childrens Bread, and caft it +o Deg, 
This ufage which would have fufficiently 
provoked a Proud Spirit, ferved only to 
encreafe her Confidence in our Saviour, She 
confeft indeed fhe was but a Dog, yet thit 
the Dogs were permitted to Eat of she Grems 
which fell from the Childrens Table, and that 
fhe defired no more. 


She put herfelfinto theCondition offuch - 


a meanCreature,and acknowledged the Jews 
to be her Maffers, and the Chitaren of the 
true GOD, This humble Confeffion in the 


midft of fuch arude Treatment in Appeare — 
. ance,inade ourSevioar immediately Cry out, - 


© Woman, great is thy Faith, and changing 
his Roughnefs into an Admiration of her 
Faith,immediately granted what fhe defired, 
The Holy Fathers have much extolled this 
Faith in a Pagan Woman; and_S. Gregery the 
Great faith, that as this Idolatrous Women 
confounded the Incredulity of the Jews, fo 
it may often happen in the Church; That 
Perfuas who are.cngaged ia Worldly Butinefs, 
fhall make thofe Bluth,who make Profeffion 
of amore Heavenly Casing. 
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The TRANSFIGURAT 
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ION of our Saviour JESUS 


CHRIST on the Mountain, in the prefence of his 
Three Difciples, St. Peter, St. James, and St. Jobs. - 


with his Difciples, and paffing with 
them over moft :of the 
The fame Year 32. Cities of Cefarea, deman- 
ded of his Difeiples, what the World {aid of 
him? They anfwered, that fome thought 
he was john the Baptift ; others that he was 
Elias ; others, that he was Jeremiah, or one 
of the ancient Prophets. And you, faid our 
Lord, whom think ye that I am? St. Peter 
then without Hefitating, anfwered ; Thou 
art Christ the Son of the Living GOD, Our 
Saviour called him Bleffed. becaufe his Father 
had revealed to himthis Truth, and affured 
him, he would fo firmly eftablith his Holy 
Church, on this his Confeffion , That the 
Gates of Hell fhould never prevail .againft 
it. : 

This was a proper and ingenuous Pro- 
feflion of St. Peter's Faith ; yet this hin- 
dred not our bleffed LORD, from ‘calling 
him Satan, when he would have diffwaded. 
him from fuffering and yielding untoDeath: 
Which fhews us, that GOD feldom raifes up 
his Saints,but he immediately abafes them ; 
for Humane Weaknefs is fo great, that if 
the DivineGoodnefs dealt not thus with us, 
we fhould be puft up, either with our tem. 


Os R Saviour Fefus Chrif, being alone 


poral or {piritual Prof{perity ; which might. 


prove of dreadful Confequence to us. 
Eight Days after this had hapned, our 
Sevioar took Three of his Difcrples , viz, 
St. Peter, St. Fames and St. John (who ever 
feemed to be the chiefeft Favorites, and to 
whom he fhewed moft Tendernefs.) He 


led them up a high Mountain apart, and 


when he Prayed there, he was immediately 
Transfigured ; His Countenance fhined like 
the Suz, and his Garments were white as 
Snow: Atthe fame time Mofes and Elias ap- 
peared, who difcourfed with Jefus Chri? 
touching what was to happen to him at Je- 
rufalim, : 

The Three Difciples that Slept , immedi- 
ately awaked ; andwere furprized at theGlo- 
ty of our Savioar , and at the Sight of the 


two Prophets who were talking with him. 
St. Peter being tranfported with joy, thus 
fpake to our Saviour, Mafter, it is good for 
us to be here: Let us make bere three Taberna- 
cles ; one for thee, another for Mofes, and anc~ 
ther for Elias. But whilft he was yer fpeak- 
ing, a Gloud came and o’er fhadowed them, 
and a Voice was heard, faying, This is my B- 
loved Sox, hear ye Him. Whereupon the 
Difciples tell immediately on the Ground 
with Aftonifhment ; when Jefus Chrif draw- 
ing near unto them, touched them, faying 
arife and be not afraid ; they then arofe, 
and faw no one fave Jefus Chrijft, who ftri&t- 
ly charged them, as they were coming 
down from the Mountain, to tell no Body, 
what they had Seen and Heard. 

' This Transfigaration full of Myfteries, was 
one of the Means which our Saviour made 
ufe of, to frengthen the Faith of his Dif~ 
ciples; and for a more fenfible Perfwafion 
to them that he was GOD, He intended by 
this Anticipation of his Glory , to thew 
them, what they fhould one Day be them- 
felves at the Refurreéion of the Dead; and 
that Maugre all the Labours, Tryals, and Suf- 
ferings of this Life, they fhould certainly 
enjoy the Glory of which they had been. 
Eye-witneffes on. this Mountain. id "tis this 
Sight which made them ftrong in their 
greateft Conflicts... 

When the’ Holy Spirit came upon them, 

he made this Vifion more ufeful to them, 
than it then appeared, comprehending by 
its Light, that this ineffable Glery of Jefus 
Chrif, which they had feen with their own 
Eyes, fhould be communicated to their own 
Body ; fo that we may fay the Defign of 7c. 
fies Chrift in. this Transfiguration, was not on- 


Ty to render his dpoftles trong in the Day of 


his Paffon, and:.to remember his Glory in 


the time of his Humiliation ; but even to 
make them ftrong themfelvesin the time of 
their Sufferings, and to encourage them in 
their sfliftions, by the fight of the Glory 
with which they were to be attended. 
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Snfants the Lppe of husnility, 


Ou SAVIOUR prpofes to his Dife ples a Chi'd for an Exam. 
ple of Chitftian H:miltty. 


UR. Saviour Chrift being come down 

with his Three ae rt 

: Tabor ; foun is other 
The fame Year 32. Difeiples environed with 
a great Croud of People; and a certain Per- 
fon, whofe Son was vexed with an Evil 
Spirit, was entreating them to heal him, in 
the Abfence of their Ma/ter. 

Now although our blefied“erd had given 
them Power over thefe Spirits, yet could 
not they drive out this; wherefore our Sa- 
wviour Chrift having done it himfelf, and re- 
ftored this Sox to his Father, his Difciples 
asked him privately, why they could not 
do it. He anfwered them, Becaufe of their 
Unbelief ; adding, That if they had Faith, 
they might remove the Mountams, and place 
them in the midft of the See, He afterwards 
informed them, that this kind of Devils, 
went not out but by Fafting and Prayer, 

Thus did he teach them their Miftake, in 
pretending to exercife an abfolute Authori- 
ry over the Devil, without ufing the ordi- 
nary Means which GOD had prefcribed, 
fuch as were Fafting and Prayer. 

Our LORD after this went to Capernauz, 
where thofe that gathered Taxes, ask’d StPe- 
ter,whether hisMaffer was for payingTribure, 
and he anfwered he was ; And they had no 
fooner entred into an Houfe, but our Savi- 


eur prevented Peter with this Queftion ; 


From whom do Princes require Tribute ; 
from their Chsldren or S:rangers? But added. 
he,that we may give no Offence.Go thou to 
the ses, and open the Mouth of che firft Fish 
thou fhalt take; and therein thou halt find 
apiece of Money, give it for me and thee. 
Our Saviour teaches us by this Example, 
to fubmit to the Laws of the Place where 
we Live, andto obey Magifirates when the 
things they require of us be not finful. 
Our LORD being feated in an Houfe, with 
his Difciples, he demanded of them the Sub- 
je& of their D:fcourfe in the way; for he 


knew they had been difputing, which of 


them fhould be the greareit. Aud intending 
to overthrow in their Minds all proud Con- 
ceptions, and Detfires of Prebemimency, he 
told them, that he chat would be the firft 


of all, fhould be the laf: And to give 
them a more lively Image of tis Difpofitin 
on of Sox/, he took up a Jittle Child, ang 
laced him in the mid of them, faying, 
That if they endeavoured not to become 
like this Chisd, they could inno wile enter 
into the Kingdom of H-av:n. For the Scrip. 
ture faith, that the Difcip'es coming ta him, 
asked him. who was the ereatelt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven? And our Saviour cal. 
led to him a little C4i/d, and fet him in the | 
midft of them, and faid, Verily £ fey ane 
you, except ye be convertcd, and become as lit. 
tle Children, ye foal! not enter into the King. 
dom of Heaven , whofoever rherefore foal 
humble himfelf, as this little Child the fame is 
Zreatef in the Kingdom ef Heaven, and why 
Jo fall receive one fuch little Child in my 
Name, receiswetle me: But who fo offends one of 
thefe little oncs which believe in me, it were bete 
ter for him that a Mill-ftone were bung aboxs 
his Neck, and that be were drown'd in the Sea, 
The Holy Fathers have much refle&ed og 
this Saying of our Seviour ; and confidere 
ing how difficult this is to the proud Spit 
of Msn, their only Hope has been, in the 
Grace af him who uttered this Sentence, 
Hence they have difcourfed how necef- 
fary it is to ftifle all thofe ambitious Defires 
of appearing Greater than others ; And that 
a true Chriffians Study ought to be to con. 
ceal himfelf; and. to be willing, that others 
fhould be preferred before him. One Mes 
is no greater than another ; but only as he 
has more Charity, or more Hemility ; for all 
the reftis meer Vanity before GOD, 
fhould a Man extol himfelf above other 
Min, becaufe he has more Charity, this Glos 
ry would Rank him amongft the Loweft. 
Our Bicffea Saviour ftifles Pride,and plucks 
it up by the Roots, by reducing his D:{ciples 
to the Condition of alittle Ch:id, And ifa 
Man would judge whether he fhall be of the 
number of the 8/-f7d in the other World, he 
need. only to confider whether he be hums 
ble as an Jnjant in this, and whether he en- 
deavours by Chriftian Simplicity by tensity, 
by Ovedunce, and other Vertues, to be as lit~ 
tle in Spirit, as Children ave in Body. ce 
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Dhe Ten Mepers Wealed. 
Our SAVI OUR heals the Tew Lepers. 


UR LORD taking occafion from his 
O Difeiples Difputes, to recommend to 
; _ them the Praftice of Chri- 
The fame J¢67 32. 6:45 Humilityand to make 
them refpe€tful to Children, and to the Weak, 
whom he faid to offend wasextream Dan. 
gerous , he left Galilee ; and the Feaf of Ta- 
bernacles drawing nigh his Kindred and Bre- 
thren exhorted him to go into Judes,whence 
he had Retired on the Death of S. Jokn.They 
told him he had nothing to Fear, and {peak- 
ing to him as a Man that affected Popularity 
by his great Miracles; they fhewed, as the 
ry Teftifies, That they did not believe 


in . 

Our Saviour did not fet himfelf to Refute 
their Vain Imaginations ?He only told them, 
their time was always ready, whereas his was 
not yet come, and that he would not. go 
_ yetinto Judes, His Kindred affifted at the 

Fee? before him ; But having remained fome 
days in Galilee, he went into Judea, not 
 Pablickly, and with a Concourfe of People 
as he was wont, but in Private. When 
paling through the .midft of Ssmaria, he 
entered into a certain Village, and there met 
him 10 men that were Lepers, who ftood a 
' far off; and they lifted up their Voices, and 

faid; Fefus, Mafter, have mérey on us. And 
when he faw thim, he faid unto them, go fhew 
~ felves to the Priefts, in obediencé to the 

aw: And it came to paft, that as they went 
shey were cleanfed; Thereby teaching thofe 
that fhould believe in him, what Refpe& 
they ought to have to the Customs and’ Praii- 
-ees of the Church ; and how great a deference 
they ought to pay to the Rulers therein Efta- 
blithed. For no fooner had thefe Perfous 
thewed themfelves to the Priefs, but they 
found themfelves Cured of their Leprofy.One 
of the ro immediately thereupon returned, 
loudly Glorifying GOD for fo Miraculous a 
Cure; and went to our Seviour, throwing 


himfelf at his Feet, and Bowing his Head to 


the Ground, gave him thanks for the Mer- 
cy, which he came from Receiving. Our 
LORD ask’d him whether they had not alll 
been Cured and what were become of the 
other Nine? 

The Gofpel tells us only one of the Ten 
returned to our Saviour to give him thanks, 
and. he was a Samaritan, Our Bleed Sa- 
viour fent him away, telling him his Faith 
had faved him, fufficiently fhewing how 
greatly the Ingratitude of the refit did dif- 
pleafe him.. a | 
- Lhe Holy Fathers confidermg this Exam- 
pie, have ever taken hence occafion to ex- 
‘hort Men to fly Ingratitude and to receive 
no favour from GOD, without ing him, 
‘by all the figns they are able, how ‘greatly 
they defire to make their acknowledg- 
ments fuitableto the Benefitsthey Receive. 

°*Tis not fafficient for usto rejoyce at the 
inward Cures of our Souls, feeing ‘tis not to 
be Queftioned, tut that thefe 9 Lepers were 
thus Affe&ed. They had beyond all que-. 
ftion a perfe& fenfe of their Cure, and even 
admired from their Hearts, him that was the 
Author of it. But this was not enowgh. 
They ought to have returned and proftrated 
themfelves, giving him Thanks in a‘be- 
feeming manner. ae ee . 

Thefe ungrateful ‘Perfons have become by 
their Ingratitude, Leprous in their Sou/s,incea- 
fing to be fo in their Bodies ; and have been 
inthis particular like thofe, who forbcaring 
fometimes to commit Grofs Sins in theSighit 
of Men, increafe by their Ingratitude their 
Secret Sins before GOD, Lg 

Happy ishe, fays-S, Bernard, who always 
lies proftrate at our Sevieur’s Feet, giving 
himT hanks for the fmalleft Graces ; and who 
confidering himfelf as ‘a Stranger in Imi- 
tation of this Samaritan, believes that all 
the Favours done him, are the more Ob- 
liging, in that he deferves only Shame and 
Punifbwent. 
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JOHN VITE 


She dlaman taken in Adultery. 


Ow SAVIOUR wifely efeapes the Snare, laid him by the Jews, 
concerning the Adulterous Woman. , 


UR Saviour Chriff having Healed 
thefe ten Lepers, as he paft along, 
found, when he arrived 
. in Judea, all Ferufalem in 
trouble,in that he was nat come to the Feaff, 
and all the People were divided in the Judg- 
ments they made of him; fome faying he 
Was a Good man, others maintaining he was 
a-Seducer, But eight days after the Faf, 
our Saviour appeared in the Temple, and 
there Taught the People with fuch Wifdom, 
as Aftonifh’d all thofe as knew he had not 
been brought up in Human Sciences, and the 
Study of the Law. : 

Speaking then publickly with great Free- 
dom, thofe that heard him Admired, his 
Enemies that heard him, did not feize on 
him, Imagining fometimes they believed he 
‘was the Cérift. 

_ But’twas not long before Defigns were 
laid againft his Perfor, which yet proved 
Fruitlefs, becaufe his Hour was not then 
come. For the Pharifees fecing the People 
fpeak of hisMiracles withAdmiration,loudly 


The fame year 32. 


ming, that when Chrift came he could. 


not do’greater things : They could not fuf- 
fer this Teftimony which was given him, 
wherefore they fent Officers to feize on his 
Perfon : But aneieas hitherto he had often 
‘hid himfelf, he did not fo now ; to give Ex. 
amples of the different motions which Goa’s 
Spirit fhould produce in thofe who thould 
_be Perfecuted in following ges. 2 
‘Thofe then who came to take him, were 
with-held by a fecret Stroak from GOD ; fo 
‘that inftead of feizing him, they ftood ftill 
and became his 4uditors. And when the 
Pharifees, who fent them, blamed them for 
_ not bringing him, they anfwered, Thar ne- 
wer man foake as he did. 
Our Saviour Retiring afterwards on the 
Mount of Olives to Pray there, he came 
thence the next Morning very early into the 
Temple, where a great Croud furrounded 
bim ; But whilft he was Preaching, the Pha- 
vifees laid a Snare for him, by prefenting him 
with a Woman taken in Adulsery, to the 
end, that if he Condemned her to Die, he 
might be decryed by the People aga Man ex 


tream fevere;and if he condemnedher not he 
might be charged as a Breaker of Gods Law, 
Jefus knowing their Malice, Stoopt down 
and wrote on the Ground ; and they ere 
fitting to know his Opinion, he lifted up 
his Head, and faid ; He among you thse 4 
without Sin, caft the firft Stone at ber, Then 
began he again to write on the Ground 
and in'the mean time the Pherifees flunk 
one by one away, and the Woman was lef 
alone, to whom our Saviour faid, that fee. 
ing no one had Condemned her, neither 
would he ; and thereupon immediately fene 
her Home in Peace, charging her to Sin no 
more. Whereby our Lord fhews. us, he 
would rather have Men to condemn them. 
felves than accufe others, and to Examine 
their own Lives, rather than to Cenfure 
the Faults of their Brethren. 
Men generally abhor grofs. Sins becaufe 
they make them uneafy; but make little 
regard of Spiritual Sins, which do more Of. 
fend GOD, who isall Spirit : The Sin of the 
Faln Angels, and that of the firft Max have 
more Offended GOD, than the Crime of 
this Adalterefs. And this is that which ought 
to humble us in the fight of GOD, and 
make us Gentle and Moderate tothofe who 
fall into thefe Dreadful Exceffes : This Gen: 
tlenefs being many times a Means to with. 
draw them from thefe Diforders. The mild. 


nefs wherewith our Saviour treated this We - 


man, had perhaps a greater effect upon her 
to difengage her from this Evil Court, 
than all the Severity of the Law. Nothing 
does more effect, and perfwade a good Natured 
Perfon than Meeknefi and Gentlenefs, whereshey 
expected Rigor and Severity. . 

The Church therefore in Imitation of our 
Saviour, difcourages not the greateft Sinner, 
from hopes of Mercy, on the leaft figns of 
Contrition, She has thought fitting, chat 
this fentence of our Saviour, Let him that is 
without Sin caft the firft Stone, fhould have 
at leaft as great effect on the Hearts of 
Chriftians, as ithad on the Jews ; and that 
the Piety of fuch fhould yield to thofe Words 
to which the others hardnefs was obliged 
to yield, : 
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Tye Man Won Blind, reltozed to his Sight 


UR Saviour Chrift having delivered by 
O his Goodnefs the 4dulreraus Woman, 
and freed himfelf from 
the Snare which his &xe- 
‘mies had laid for him, he continued to 
Preach to the People in the Zempic, feveral 
Important Truths, and reproach the Pkari- 
fos with their defign of deftroying him. 
He fhewed them from whence they were 
the Devils Ministers, who delighted in Blood 
from the beginning of the World, ind had 
Slain the Prophets. He ask'd them openly 
which of themcould Convince him of Sin; 
and why they did not believe him, feeing 
he Preached the Truth. 7 

The jews antwered thefe juft Reproaches, 
not with Reafons, but with Injuries, calling 
hima Samaritan, and one polleffed witha 
Devil, Our Saviour anfwered thefe Blaf- 
phemies with great Mecknefs ; But feeing 
them take up Stones to throw at him, he 
privately paitout of the Temple. 

In his paffage thence, he faw a Man who 
was Born Blind. His Difciples asked him, 
whether this Man had. Sinned, or his Parents, 
inthat he was Bors Blind ? But our Saviour 
antwered them and faid, that neither this 
Man hath Sinned nor his Parents, but that 
the Works of GOD fhould be made manifeft 
in him; and told them, That he mut work 
the works ef kim that fent him, whilft it is 
day; for the night cometh when no Man can 
werk; and as long as he was in the World, be 
was the Light of the World, When he had 
thus fpoken, he Jpat on she Ground and made 
Clay with the Spittle, and anointed the Eyes of 
the Blind Man therewith, and bid him go wajh 
in the Poolof Siloam, which be no fooner had 
done, but he received his Sight. Aa 

Thofe that knew him, were ftrangely 
furprized when they faw him. All who 
demanded of him in what manner fo great a 
Miracle was wrought on him, were told, 
that a Man called jcfus had made Clay, and 
putting it on his Eyes, fent him to the Pool 
to wath them, which he had no fooncr done 
but he recovered his Sight. 

_ He was hereupon carried to the Péari. 
fees, who asked him the fame Queftion:, and 
had the fame Anjwers. 
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Some of them would needs have it 
That a Man who had made C/sy on the Saé- 
batk-Day could not be a good Man.. Others 
who were Aftonifh’d at the greatnefs of the 
Miracle poe that an ill Man could not 
Gare one that was Born Blind, Se ie 

Being thus divided one againft angther,- 
they made the Blind Man {peak again, and, 
demanded of him what he thought of this 
Man? To which he anfwered, That he was 
without doubt a Prophet. Angred with this 
reply, they would not believe he had been: 
Bind, ‘They therefore made his Parents 
come, who fearing fuch Paffionate Peosle, 
managed themfelves with .addrefs., affer- 
ting nothing elfe but that this was their. 
Son, and that he was Born Blind; but as to 
the reft, they faid, their Son was of Age.to 
anfwer for himfelf. i aed 

Having again made this Blind Max come | 
to them, they fpake to him with grearer 
Earneftnefs, bidding him give Glory to 
GOD, forthey well knew our Saviour Ghrift 
was a Sinner, I know not, anfwered he; 
whether he be a Sinmer ; but this I know, 
that having been Born Blind, I now fee. The 
Jews faid, That as for their parts, they: were 
Mofes Difesples, but they knew not what this 
Manwas, This I cannot but wonder at, 
faid he, that ye know not who he is, and 
yet he has opened mine Eyes. 

The Pharijees after this put him out of 
the Synagogue, and our Saviour having found 
him ask’d him whether he Believed in the 
Son of GOD ? adding he was the Perfon who 
fpake tohim. The Maz fellon the Ground 
and Worfhipped him. ee es 

An happy Blind Man, fay the Fathers, 
who Difcovered the true Light. He was not 
only the Worthipper of Jefus Christ, but his 
Defynder. “He confounded the Dofors of the 
Law, and fhewed, that a Simple Faith which 
is Humble, is more Enlightned, than Sci- 
ence which puffeth up. The yews drove 
him out of their Synagogue, but our Seviorr 
Cérift received him into the Communion of 
the Faithful, and made his Heart his living 
Temple, : 
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LUKE xX. 


The parable of the Gad Samaritan. 


Frer the Cure of the Man Born Blind, 
\. the Gofpel relates what Jefus Chrif 
Th faid to the fews, of the 
¢ fame Year 32. Charity which the Pafters 
ought to have forthe Flock committed to 
them; in imitating that of the Sovereign 
Paffor of our Souls, who laid down his Life 
freely for the fafety of his sheep, He gave 
in tht few Words which he fpake on this 
Snbje&, all defirable Marks to know, whe- 
ther one be of the number of the truc Pas 
fiers of the Divine Fick ; fecing weneed on- 
ly to know whether we be ready to part 
with, not only our Eftstes and our Eafe, but 
our Lives alfo, in lofing them immediately, 
or by a Jong fequel of sufferings. 

He fhewed-how greatly oppofite in this 
Point to the true Paffor, is he that isan 
Hireling, and flies away , when he efpies 
the Welf coming, that is, who keeps a 
Cowardly filence, when he fhould Vigo- 
roufly oppofe thofe who deftroy the Flock 
Of Fefus Chrift. 

But having inftru&ted the Pafors in this 
Difcourfe, of the Charity which they owe 
their People; he afterwards inftructs all Men, 
in that which they aught to have for one 
another. Fora Doéfor coming to demand 
ef him, tempting him. which was the 

reateft Commandment of the Law ? Our Lord 
anfwered him in one Word, That it was 
to love GOD with all ones Heart, and ones 
Neighbour as ones felf. 

This Voeéor asked our Saviour, who are 
our Neighbours? and was informed by 
this Parade. 

A certain Man went down from Jerufa- 
lem to Jerico, and fcll among Thieves, which 
firipped him of his Rayment, Wounded him, 
and departed, leaving him half Dead. 
And by chance there came down a certain 
Prie? that way, and when he faw him, he 


the higheft Offices; and that one may 
have the Dignities of the Cherch, without 
having that Gherity which fhould always 
accompany them. 

In fine, a Samaritan, which is to fay, a 
Pagan, and an Idolater, pafling near this 
place in his Journey, faw this Man, and 
having Compaffion on him, went to him, 
bound up his Wownds, pouring in Oyl and 
Wine, and fet him on his Bea, brought 
him to an Jnr, and took care of him ; and 
onthe Morrow when he departed, he took 
out two Penceand gaveitto the Inn-keeper 
faying to him, take care of him, and what. 
foever thou fpendeft more, when I come 
again, I will repay thee. | 

Our Saviour Demanded of this: Dofor, 
who of thefe three Mes had been his Neigh. 
boxr, who fell amongft Thieves ? To which 
he anfwered, That’twas he who had Com. 
paffion on him. Go then, reply’d our Ses 
vioar Chrif, and do the fame thing. 

Our LORD commands us in the Perfon 
of this Deéferto be always ready to fuccour 
thofe whom we fee in Msfery, andto {pure 
neither our Cares, nor our Pain:, nor our 
Eftates, when an occafion of Charity offers 
ie felf. The Holy Fathers complain, that 
Men are too cautious in thefe occafions. _ 

This Priefand Levite thought they had 
good reafons to pafs on: They-were alfo 
feemingly affected in fecing this Piteour Of 
jet; but this smeffcéfual Compasfion hindred 
them not from being Cruel, in being wan- 
ting to fo prefling a Duty of Charity. 

The Samaritan reafoned not much on the 
matter, he ated more Naturally and more 
Charitably than they ; he thought the fight 
of this Pitious Object obliged him to ule 
his utmoft endeavours to aflift him. Thus 
ought we to do ; forhow fhall we be rea- 
dy to fuccour thofe miferable Peep/r, who 
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Bartha and Bary. : 


Ou SAVIOUR enters into Martha’s Hinfe, who bufies her fe'f 
in ma'ing Prepiation to ent:rtain him, whilff Mary her 
Séfer hears his Holy Diicourles. ice 


U R Bleed LORD, did not only fele& 
‘twelve Apofiles : but mee chofe 
éventy and two Dij- 

Th: fame Tear 32. ciples, ‘hiors he fent 
two by two before him,wherefoever he was 
to go; and who living Content in their 
Condition, without envying the 4peftles who 
were above them, they then gave us to un- 
derftand, that thofe who fhould be one day 
in the inferiour Degrees in the Church, 
fhould live therein fatisfied, without 
Grudging at thofe who are in higher Pla- 
ces, where they muft not think to afcend 
by their Pride, but remain with an humbie 
refignednefs in their Condition,unlefs GOD 
draw them thence, as he drew out Matthias 
from the feventy and two Difciple:, to pro- 
mote him to the 4poftle-jbip. Having ient 
them with Power to caft forth Devils they 
returned tranfported with Joy, telling our 
LORD, that thefe Unelean Spirits were fub- 


_ jt to them by Veftue of his Name. But 


our Saviour Chrift infpiring them with the 
Contempt of thefe lower Gifts, tells them, 
they ought not to rejoice at this Empire, 
which they had over the Unclean Spirits, but 
in that their Names.were written in Hea- 
om, And thereupon immediately by 2 
Motion of the. Hoy Spirit, he gave thanks. 
to his Father, in that he had hid thefe things 
from the Wife and Prudent, and revealed. 
them to Bebes. And turning himfelfat the 
fame time to his Diferples.he said unto them, 
Bleffed are the Eyes which fee thofe- things 
which they faw; for many Prophets and 
Kings had defired that Sight but could not 
obtain ic; whereby he fhewed to chofe that. 
had received fiom the. #puffles, the know- 
ledge of the fame Myfierics. how great their 
Crime would be, in lofing them; or not 
efleeming them as they ought foi want of 
app'ying themfeives to the feiious and. 
continus! Confidcration of them. 

And thercfore j.fe Cort defigning to 
give us an Iniiance, how Uriftians Shoutd 
ipend their time, went intoaCafi/e, where 


a Woman . named Martha , received him, 
which Woman hada Sifter named Mary ; 
who lying at our Saviour"s Feet heard attex~ 
tively Lis Holy Word, whilft Martha was 
bufied in making Preparations for his En- 
tertainment : She was alfo diffatisfied that 
hey Sifter did not help her, in the Perplexi- 
fhe found her felf in, and therefore fhe 
makes known her Complaint to our Saviour 
uhrift, who was fo far from fending away 
Mary , from this her important Attention, 
that he took her part againft her sifer, and: . 
told Martha, that whilft fhe was.employed 
with fo great Earneftnefs about feveraf . 
Matters, sary had chofen the better part, 
and which fhould never be taken from. her. 
. The Fathers have hence gathered, That 
though the-external Aétions of Charity, be 
neceifary during this Life, yet thofe whom 
GOD gives Difpenfationsfrom-them, for to 
keep them in a calm State of Life, wholly 
employed in the Meditation of his Word, 
are always in the moft happy Condition. 
Nothing appears more befeeming, than 
to prepare fit Eutertainments for our LORD 
himfelf; and yet Fefss Chriff prefers the 
Repofe of Mary before the Employments 
ef Marthe, 
- This Saying of our Saviour, That there is 
but. one shing neceffary, has had a great Influ- 
ence on the Condu& of the Saints. They. 
have feen, thatall things elfe are compara- 
tively Superfluous, and that ’tis difficult to 
apply ones felfto them, without Prejudice 
ty 141s one thing. Wherefore they have affirm- 
ed, that this Sentence fhould moderate the 
Astivity of thofe, who place all their Piety 
in external ions ; and tho’ thefe Works 
Of Gharsty be excellent in. themfelves; yet 
they fhould fear, left the Zronble and Po fi- 
ons wherewith they be circumftanced, do 
not infe:.fibly deifen the inward Purity, and 
Union cf Heart with GOD; in which doth 
preperly confift this one thing neceflary, 
h our Saviour Chriff would have pre- 


whicn 
ferred before ‘all things. 
ee THe 
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LUKE Xt 


Lie Folly of Miches. 


UR Lord having learnt us, by the An- | 


fwer he made to Martha, how much 

he preferred the Life that 

The fame Year 32. was peaceable and always 
attentive to GOD , before that which is 
aétive, and always employed in Works of 


Charity; he alfo fhewed us, how greatly we 


may be deceived in thefe External Actions 
of Pity, by the Reproaches he made the 
Pharifees, who were very circum{pe in the 
outward Aétions of Religion, but neglet- 
ful of the inward parts thereof. For the Holy 
Fathers confidering the Condué of thefe 
Perfons, and what jefus Cart fays in the 
Gofpel, have found that the Devil loves no- 
thing more, when he has gotten fure Pof- 
feffion of a Man, than to make him do feve- 
ral good outward Works, which glifter in 
the Eyes of Men; provided that whilft he 
gives the outfide to GOD, he become Ma- 
iter of the infide, 

That if thefe External Engagements are 
always to be dreaded by all forts of Per- 
fons; Our Saviour fhews how much more 
ehey are to be fo, by thofe he has chofen to 
be his Miniffers, For two Brethren having 
entreated him to accord them, and to divide 
to each his Portion, he {aid to them witha 


kind of Indignation,Who made me a Fuage, 


or Divider over you? Shewing by this An- 
{wer, thar he would not concern himfelf in 
the Affairs of this World; and that a True 
Chriftian, and efpecially a Minifter of Jefus 
Chrift, fhould avoid thefe fecular Employ- 
ments,and not deceive themfelves by aPre- 
tence of Charity, with which they are 
covered. 

He took occafion from the Difference be- 
tween thefe two Brethren touching the Di- 
vifion of their Efate, to warn Mex to avoid 
Covetoufnefs , and to affure them, that 
Man's Life confifts not in the Abundance 
of thefe things which he poffeffeth ; where- 
upon he told them this Parable, — 

The Ground of a certain Rich Maa brought 
forth Plentifully ; and he thought within 
himfelf, faying, What fhall I do, having 
n0 Room to beftow my Fruits ? I will pull 
down my Barns and build greater, and 
there will I beftow all my Fruits and Goods, 
and will fay to my Sou/, "Soul thou halt much 
Goods laid up for many Years, take thine 
kafe, Eat, Drink, and be Merry. 


But GOD faid unto him, thou Fol, this 
Night fhall thy Soul be required of thee. 
‘Then whofe fhall thofe things be which, 
thou haft provided? So is he that layeth up 
Treafure for himfelf, and is not ‘Rich to. 
wards GOD. And our Saviour {aid.to his Dif. 
ciples, take no thought for your Life, what 
ye fhall &e#; neither for your Body, what 
ye fhall put on; the Life is more than Mea: 
and the Body more than Rayment ; confide 
the Ravens, for they neither Sow nor Reg 
nor have Store Houfe or Barn, and GOD feed. 
eth them; how much more are ye better 
than the Fowls? And which of you by ta. 
king thought, can add to fis Stature‘ one 
Cubie ? And again our Saviozr faith, Conti. 
der the Lilies, how they grow ; they toil nor 
neither do they Spix, and yet Solomon in all 
his Glory was not arayed like one of thefe, 
If then GOD fo cloths the Grafs which is to 
Doy in the Field, and to Morrow is caftinto 
the Ovex ; How much more will he Clos 
you, O ye of little Fsizs, 

Our Saviour Chrift will have thofe which 

belong to him,to labour after the acquiring 
of other Riches, than thofe which all Ma 
muft leave behind them. He will have 
them to be Rich, but with the Goods of 
Heaven, which perfectly difcover the Vani- 
ty of the Goods of this World, for which he 
forbids them to have the leaft Thought. 
_ The Rich Man whom our Saviour calls 
Fool, intended not to enrich himfelf by un- 
lawful means ; his Folly coniifted in making 
fuch Provifion for many Years, when he was 
prefently furprized by Deat#. So that our 
Lord would have us ftifle in our felves, all 
immoderate Defires after things below, by 
the continual forefight of the Moment, 
wherein we mutt leave all thele things. 

There is nothing, which a Man {fooner 
forgets than his Mortality; nay {carce any 
Body thinks of it, as he ought, though no- 
thing is more likely to make us renounce 
all things. 

Fefus Chriff who knew the Importance of 
it, here learns us to have this Confideration 
perpetually in our Minds; and ‘tis one of 


the chief Effects of Chriftian Humility, to. 


nourifh our Souls with the M:ditatios of 

Death, andtofay with David, Lord make me 

#0 know my End, and she number of my De. 
IW OF 
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be Parable of the Prodigal son; 


Who returning to his Father, was received with great Joy. 


HE Sos of GOD often Exhorting Men 
T unto Repentance, would fhew them 
* again by divers Parables, 
‘The fame Year 32. bow pleafing this was 
both to GOD and his Holy angels, For he 
fometimes prvpets the Rejoicing of a 
Shepherd, who had found a loft sheep; 0- 
therwhiles the Joy of a Womes, who ha- 
ving long fea he | for a piece of Money, in- 
vites, (when fhe had found it,) her Neigh- 
beurs to rejoice with her. - i 
' But the moft cogent Inftance which our 
Sevieur has given us on this Subje&, is 
that of the Prodigal Son, fe 0 Se 
A certain Men, fays he, had two Sens, 
the younger of them defired his Father to 
ivehim his Portion of goods that was fal- 
fi to him, and the Fether divided his liv. 
ing unto them ; and not many days after 


his Journey into a far Country, and. there 
walted his Eftate with Harlots, and in‘ other 
Debaucheries, And having {pent all, a great 
Famine arofe in the Land, {o that he began 
to bein want: Whereupon he was con- 
{rained to Pin himfelf upon one of the 
Inhabitants of that Country, -who. fent him 
into the Field to feed Swine : And his Hune 
ger was {0 great, that although he earneftly 
defired to Eat what the Hog: did Eat, yet no 
body would givethatuntohim, = 

And when he came to himfelf, he fighed 
at the Remembrance of his Father s hired ser. 
wants, to think that they had Bread enough, 
and to fpare, whilft he was ready to perifh 
With Runger, I will theréfore arife, leave 
vi Wretched Condition, and go to my Fas 
ther, ” ue 
His Father perceived him, when he was 
a great way oif ; and being moved to Com. 
paflion, he ran to meet him, and Embraced 
him; being not afhamed to acknowledge 
him for his Son; Suppreffing, by the Joy, 
which he had in pofteiling him, the Refenr- 
ment of the injury he had done him in fe- 
Parating himfelf from him. | 


This Young Man being then more than: 


ever,effeQually fenfible of the Offence whick 
he had committed, in forfaking fo good a 
Father, {aid to him, with the deepeft Sorrow, 

Father, I have Sinned againft Heaven and 
againft thee, and am therefore no more worthy 


"to be called thy Son, | 


But this good Fasker, willing to Re-cita- 
blith him in his former Condition of a Son, 
of which he acknowledged himfelf fo un- 


worthy, commanded his Servants to bring 
forth the Beft Robe, and to. put 


it on him, 
and to put a Ring on his Hand, and Shooes 
on: his Feet, and to bring forth the Fatted 
Calf, and killit, that they might Eat and be 
Merry; For this my Sen,. fays ‘he, . was 
Dead, and is Alive, he was loft, and is 


found ; and they began to Rejoice. , 


' ‘Now his Elaer Son wasinthe Field, and 
as he drew nigh to the Houfe, he heard Mu. 


the Servants, asking him what was the 
meaning of this Mirsk; whotold him, that 
his Brother was come, and his Fathrr had 


is Jouney io « fi allrogether, andtook jick and: Dancing. - And. he called one of 


-killed the Fatted Calf forJoy. Whereupon 


he was Angry, and would not goin, there. 
foré his Fasler came out and entreated him, 
faying, that although all-he had was his, 
pet he might Rejoice at the recovery of 

is other Son from the Greve. na oes 
. “Tisa difficult matter, fay the Fathers, ta 
add any thing to this Parable. fecing it ex- 
plains it felf in fuch a fulland lively manner. 
. The Eye feestherein, and the Heart there~ 
in feels what isabove all Words. The Marks 
of a true Converfion arehere admirably well 
expreft, This Son fees his. Mifery,and leaves 
it, he returns to his Father, and gives him- 
felf tohim, Let us alfo forfake Sin, and. ° 
turn we‘to GOD from the Bottom of our, 
Souls, and he will have Bowels of Compa!- 
fion for us; Let us be forrowful like this 
young Men, for having forfook our Father’s 
Honfe; and let us efteem our; {elves happy 
for having again been received into it.T hus, 
will our Repentance be always Enlivened 
with a Regret mixt with Love, and accom- 
panied with Peace and Jor: 
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The Parable of Dibes and HAZALUS. 


O° R LORD havin g Condemned the de- 


fire after Riches, was not contented - 


with the Malediéions he 
The fa me Year 32. pronounced againit it, 
ut he produces alfo an Example of their 
Conditiba, which muft needs make all 
thofe tremble that have but the leaft Grain 
of Faith, 
There-was, fays he, a certain Rich Man, 
that was Cloathed in Purple, fine Linen, and 
Fared fumptuoufly every day: And there 
avasa certain Beggar named Lazarss, which 
was Jaid at his Gate, full of Sores; and fo 
Indigent was his Condition, that he Beg- 


gedonly for the Crumbs which fell from the 


Rich: Mans Table; yet no body took Care fo 
much as to procure him the leaf} Comfort. 

The Dogs who were more Charitable than 
their Mefter, came. and Officioufly licked 


his Sores; which Lazarus permitted; to 


learn us not to difdain the Confolations, 
which GOD fends us by the meaneft of his 
Creatures, . . 

But GOD at length Crowning his great 
Patience in fo hard a Condition, and recom- 
penfinga conftancy which had fuffered with- 
Out Complaints, Repinings, and Marmurings 
at'fo unworthy ufages, took Lazaras outof 
this World, whofe Seat having been therein 
Purified by sfli@ions, was after his Death 
carried by Angels into Abraham: Bofom. 

The Rich Men alfo died, but his Con- 
dition after Death, was as different from that 
Of Lazarus, as it had been during his Life : 
For he was Condemned to the Torments of 
Hell, where lifting up his Eyer, hefaw Abra- 
bam afar off, and Lazarus in his Bofow ; 
and he eryed, in the Anguith which poffef- 
fed his Sew/, unto Father Abraham to have 
pity on him, andto fend Lezerss, that he 
might dip the Tip of his Finger in Waser, 
and €ool his Toxgue, being horribly feorch- 
ed with thofe Flames. 

But Abraham bid him remember, that he 
had in his Life-time received his good 
things, whilft Lezerss lived in Want and 
Mifery ; but that now Lazarus enjoyed in- 

expreflible Happinefs, whilft hewas enduring 
~ the faddeft Torments, And befides, faid he, 
between us and you, there is a great Guelph 


fetucs. 


fixed, fo that they which would p2fs from 

hence to you, cannet; neither can they pat 

to us, that would come from thence, 
Then faid he, I pray thee at lealt Fathes 


| Abraham, that thou wouldtt fend himto my 
Father's Houfe; fort have Five Brethren, who 
if they were certainly informed of the Hor. 


rors of this piace, would undoubtedly 4 
mend-their Lives, to prevent their falli E 


-into fuch a flateof Mifery 


Abraham anfwered him, That they had 
Mofesand the Prophets, whom if they did not 
hear,neitherwould they be perfwaded ,fhould 
one arife from the Dead to convince them, 

This Parable has two different Counte. 
nances. Whatever concerns Lazeru: is 
fweet.and pleafant; and whatever relates 
to Diwes, that is, the Rich Man, is dreadful 
and aftonifhing. a os 

The one was really happy in appearing 
miferable ; and if he defired Contolations, 
"twas only Crumbs, the better to bear his 
aftereMiferier, notto endthem, ‘The othies 
on the contrary was truly miferable, whea 
he appeared:‘happy ; and he found Lazarss 
as conftant after his Death, in refufing him 
the leaft Confolations , as he had beeq 
Hard-hearted himfelf in his Life-time, in 
refufing Lezerss the Crambs which fell from 
his Table. 

After this Example. which efur Chrif 


himfelf propofes, The Faithful Peer do not - 


at all envy the Rich ; But on the contrary, 
they have a fecret Compaflion for them; 
and fo far are they from murmuring agai 
the Rich, and defiring their Riche, that 
they blefs GOD for their Poverty, and re- 
gard it as an excellent means to Humble 
them before GOD, fortheir Sint, which they 
have always before their Zyes,and which they 
feel as Lazarus felt his Sores. 

Poverty fuffered in this World in this 
manner, is a Spring of Happinefs in the 
wee to oo and the = at very 

appy, if lace not their Happi- 
nefs ia Succouring thefe kind of Psor,feeing 
that according to the Words of Sr. Bi- 


nard, the Poors Friends, ave the Friends of 


Kings ; and the Voluntary Poor, axe Kings theme 
Che 
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Xbe Pharifee, and the Publican, 
Of the Pharifee and the Publican who went to Pray in the Temple. 


UR Blefed Sevier having fhewed in 
O fo aman t en the Re 
¢ End of the Rich Mex ; 
The fame Year 32. 1. ver more amazed his 
pifcipler, by reprefenting to them the Sur- 
rize, wherein all Mes would find them: 
felves,when he Shall come to judge the Earth, 
. For he compares the Time in which he 
fhall. come, to that in which the Deluge 
drown’d the World; Menthen, fays he, Eat 
and Drenk; they Merried their Sons and 
Doughters, till the Day that the Flood hap- 
ned, which Buried them all. | | 
. To avoid.a Surprize of this difmal Con- 
fequence, our Saviexr advifes the’ Faithful 
to Pray without. ceafing, and.to do it with: 
the fame Earneftnefs and Conftancy ‘as a 
Widew, which is oppreffed, entreatsa Judge 
to do her FuMice, and who importunes him 
in fuch a fort, by-the affiduity of her Criés, 
that he is forced againft his own Inclinati-- 
ons, to yield to her Requefts, and do what 
fhe would have him ea 
"But in exhorting us to frequent and ear-; 


neft Prayer, and in.giving us fo excellent-an: 


Inftance in this Widow he. fpeaks of, he: 
us in the fame Parable, adouble Mo-- 
Je] 


of two Perfons that Pray, one of which: nd: 
; tainly .a Proud Maw, that prefert himfelf’ bes 


he greatly diflikes, but the other’s mann 
is very pleafing to them. 


Two Men, fays he, went to the Temple to- 


Pray ; The one was a Pharifee, that is to fay, 
of the Number of thofe, who made profef- 


fion of a greater Vertue ; and the other was: 


a lublican, that is, one of thofe who were 


counted the loofeft fort of People amongtt . 


the Jews, as. well for their Rapimes and Cee 
mies s; as. other fort of Irregularities. . 
_The Pharifee ftanding upright, ‘gave. 
Thanks to GOD, that he was not like the 
reft of Men, who-live diforderly, without 
any certain Rule of Life; or elfe like meer 


Formalifis, void of the Spirit and Power of | 


Godlinefs; nor as this {candalous Pusolican,. 


who he then beheld in the Temple. He told. 
God Almighty he fafted twice in the Weck, - 


and gave exaCtly the tenth part of his Goods. 


: ed-not to be fo highly ‘favoured of He 


But whilf he offered to GOD theft pre- 
a arg Boaftings, and laid before Fine 
his beft Works; The Publican in a very dif- 
ferent Temper of Mind, ftood at the lower 
end of the Zetaple, and blushing at the Pree 
vity of his Nature, and actual ‘Tranfgrefii- 
ons, fhewed outwardly the Confufion he. 
felt within.He dared not to lift up his Eyes 
to Heaven; he fmote his Breaf , andopened 
his Mouth only to fay thefe Words, GOD 
be merciful to me a Sinner, This Publican our: 
Saviour faith went down to his Hexfe jufti- 
fied, rather than the other ; for every one 
that exalteth -himfelf thall :-be abafed:; and“he 
that humbleth himfelf thall-be exalted. - - 
Our bieffed Lord, fhews us inthe Relas. 
ting of this Parable, how greatly different: 
his Thoughts: are: :from ours; ‘and’.how; 
greatly his Jadgments.are above thofe of. Alen. 
rv. Men would: have: been apt.to have réé 
garded thisPharifee withAdmiration; where! 
as GOD only: :looks upon: him with'Con-: 
tempt and Diflike : And whereed this “Psb< 
licex wasdefpifed-by allthe World; our s+ 
viexs affures “us; that his Hamifityirendred? 
hini honourable,and acceptable in-theStght? 
of GOD; For GOD refiftech she’ Prati, Git 
Lives Grace to the Humble, and that: hes ter- 


fore others, onthe Account.of any advan 
tageous Qualifications that they wait: -- i 
“St, Awstin obferves , thatithis: Phivifte’s 
Crinie was, not that he attributed-the good 
Quatities he was endowed with, to ‘hinvelf; 
as purely his own, Independent 'from: GOD + 
feeing he thanked him for them; burt in that’ 
he extolled himfelf above: thofe, who {ecm 
by the Participation oftfiefe Gifts. = = 
External .Vertues are dangerous, if they te- 
not at the fame time accompanied with’ 
great Humility ;.and "tis better to be fenffs~ 
ble: only of Faults in ones felf, than:to be=’ 
hold like:this Pbsrifée, a great- number of: 
good Works, which too often ‘ferve to ine 
{pire-us with Complacency -in -our {elves,” 
and Contempt of -others.. bP tee 
li2 he. 


252 


E193 3 


MATTH. XX, 


The Parable of the Labozers in the Ginepard. 


"Our SAVIOUR by the Similitsde of Laborers in the 
_ Vineyard, foeweth that GOD és Debtor to no Man. 


HE Son of GOD, interiding to give to 


T his Difciples, a Reprefentation of 


7c what fhould happen to 
The fame Year 32, Fi Church in alt Agt ; 
fpake to them this Parable. = 
The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a 
Man that is an Houfe-holder, which went out 
early in the Morning, to hire Laborers into 
his Vineyard ; And having agreed with the 
Laborers for a Penny a Day,he {ent them into 
his Vineyard. ~ . 
: And he.went out about the third Hour, 
and faw others. ftanding idle in the Market. 
Place, to whom he faid, Go ye alfo into 
the Vineyard, and wharfoever is right I will 
give you, and they went their way. 
Again he went out about the fixth and 
ninth Heur, and did the like; and about 
the eleventh Hour, he went out, and found 
others ftanding idle, and faith unto them, 
Why ftand ye here all the Day idle ? They 
faid unto hith, becaufe no Man has hired 
us; He faith unto them, go'ye alfo into 
the Vineyard, and whatfover is right, that 
ye receive, 
. Whenthe Evening was come, the Lord of 


Vineyard faith unto his Steward ; Call: 


the Laborers and give them their Hire, be- 
ginning from the lat unto the firft 

, And when, they: kame that were hired 
bout the eleventh Hour, they received 
every Mex a Penny: But when thofe that 
were hired fisft came, they fuppofed that 
ney: fhould have received more ; but they 
received the fame Wages; which made 
them, Murmur againft the Good Man of 


the Hou/, faying; ‘Thefe laft. have wrought. 


but one Hour, and thou haft made them 
€qual tous, which have bore the. Burden 
apd Hear of the Dey. But heanfwered one 
of them and gid, Fritnd I do thee no 
wrong ; didft thou not agree with me for 
& Penny? ‘Take that which is thine, and go. 
thy. Way. Iwill give unto this lait, even 
#@ ute thee; Is it not lawful for me to 


do what F will with mine own ; or are yor 
Wicked, becaufeI an Good? 

- Thus fays our: Saviour, The laf foal be 
Srft, and the firft hall be laft; fer many be 
called; but few chofen. - . 

What Encouragement and Comfort doeg 
this Parable yield to fuch, the greateft part’ 
of whofe Giver has been confumed in Fol} 
and Wickednefs, if they do but ar length 
heartily bewail their ill-fpent Time, and 
ferioufly betake themfelves to the working’ 
out of their Selvatios > Who can fufficient, 
ly enough admire and extol the Goodnej 
and Merey of the Lord? Who can fhew forth 
all his Praifes, as the Pfalmift {peaks ; for 
he does not deal with us after oir Sins, nor: 
reward us according to-our-Iniquities, 

. The ancient Fathers have taken occafion 
alfo from this Parable, ta exhort Chriftiens 
to-fly Idlenefs, which GOD hereby fhewsto 
be difagreeable in his Sight. All Werk in 
this Vineyard, though the Work be diffe. 
rent; "tis fufficient to do therein what 
the Father of the Family commands us, 
contenting our felves both with the Work 
and Wages, which he thinks fitting to allot 
us. We fhould alfo. take care not to be 
puft up, or Pride our felves on the Account 
of the Excellency of our Werk , and to ex- 

e& thereof greater Recompence for it. 

€ lofe our Labour when we apply our- 
felves.too:firi&ly toit ; and conti our 
Strength in Vain, when we build our hopes” 
thereon, It is from GOD alone ; and his 
Bounty, frony whom we areto expe& what- 
ever-we may receive, Whatever Goodhels 
we do, "tis not properly we that do it, but. 
GOD, for “tis he that worketh in us both, 
to will and do of his goad Pleafure ; And 
GOD in-rewarding us, will only Crown his 
own Gifts in- us, Unhappy, faith S.. Auftin,. 
would the beft of s@x be, thould GoD leave 
them to themfelves, and examin the belt 
of Mens Works , according to the ftrié 
Rules of his Purity. a 
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The Refurrection of Lasarug, 


PT°HE appointed time of our Saviour’s 
T Death drawing near, it feems as if he 
.. _ in fome fort advanced it,. 
The faule year 32 by the Refurrection of La- 
zerus, And this being one of his moft Fa- 
mous Miracles, it tired up a greater envy in 
the Minds of his Entemies, 
When Lexarus was fick in Bethany, his 
Sifters Martha and Mary, fent to our Saviour 
to give him notice of it. Our Lord who 
loved thefe two Siflers and their Brother 
Lezerus contented himfelf with faying then 
that this Sicknefs happned only for the gtea- 
ter glory of GOD. And that the Sox ‘of 


GOD might be glorified thereby. And there-. 


fore fo far was he, from hafting to Cure him, 
that he remained 2 days on purpofe in the 
fame place, that Lazarus might Die; and 
to fhew us atthe fame time, that his abfence 
from us, is the caufe of the Spiritual D:ath 
of our Souls, 

' After thefe two days, he told his Difciples 
thathe muft go again into Judes : But they 
fearing the danger ofthat Journey, Remem- 
bred him, that "twas but a Moment fince 
his Enemies, the Fews fought so Srene him, and 
take away his Life, Our Saviour faid unto 
them, are there not 12 Hours in the day, 
in which if one walk, he ftumbleth not as 
feeing the light of this World ; but if he walk 


inthe night, he flumbleth, becaufe there C 


isno light in him. ‘Then he faid unto them. 
that Lazerus fleepeth, but I go to awaken 
him ; his Difeiples anfwered, 1f he Sleep hé 
thall do well ; then our Saviour told them 
plainly that he was Dead, and was glad for 
their fakes that he was not there at his Dea:h, 
It was on this occafion that S. Thomas faid 
thofe Werds, which have been as it were the 
device of afl Chriftians in all Ages, when 
they have feen Fefus Chrij? perfecuted in his 
embers ; Let us go and die with him, 
: When fefus Chriff was in Bethany, he 
found Lazarus Dead four days, and laid in 
the Grave. Martha underftanding that our 
Lord was coming, made haft to meet him ; 
and left Mery her Sifter with thofe of the 
jew!, who came from fJerufalem to comfort 
her, Marthe fhewed her Grief to Fefus 
Chri, in that he was not prefent at her 


Brother's Sicknef? ; and fhe fhewed alfo her 
Faith, by faying, fhe was certain, That not« 
withftanding the condition her Brother was 
in, our Savioxr could obtain of GOD, what- 
ever he defired ofhim ; and confeffed thar 
he was Chrif the Son of the Living GOD,who 
came into the Wor/d, She went alfo to Mary, 
and told her privately, that our Seviewr was 
come, and asked for her, Mary arofe at 
thefe Words, and ran to Fefus Chrift, and the 
Jews which were with her to comfort her 
followed her, fuppofing the Violence of her 
Grief tranfported her to.the Place, whzre 
her Brother lay Buried. pat 

Our bleffed Lord feeing Mary drowned 
with Tears, as alfo the Jews, which accompa- 
nied her, Wept alfo bimfélf, and demanded - 
where Lazarus was laid: They led him to 
the Sepulcher, where he made the S:one to be 
relled away ; and having given thanks: unto 
GOD, ina Prayer which he offered him; he 


cried out with a loud voice, Lazarus come 


forth; And he that was Dead came forth 


bound Hand and Foot, with Grave-Glorhs and 
his Face was. bound about witha Nepkin. Je. 
us Gori commanded them tounbind him; 
and let him go... st SO gee. SL* ages 
' The Holy Fathers have all of them refpeat- 
ed this Refurreftion of Lazarus as a Type, or 
Figure of the Refurreétion of the Soul, and the 
onverfion of a Sinwer. Our Savieur Chriff 
draws near to the Soul, as he drew near to 
Lexarus, and calls it witha loud Voice, ta 
raife it by the power of his Word, by the 
power of Binding and loofing, which he has 
given his Church, and by the impreffions of 
his Holy Spirit, which form in Mens Hearts 
a fincere Regret, and makes them bring 
forth Fruits worthy Of Repentance. =; 
_ Thefe Tears, this Trouble, this Groaning. 
and this Prayer of Jefus Chrift do thew, how 
painful a thing it,is to raife up thofe Dead 
who have grown old in finful Habits. But 
what difficulty foever there is in this Work, 
we ought not to defpairofany Man, when 
we confider the Powerfulnefs of this Voice, 
which makes the Dead Rife out of their 
Graves, and the Bounty ofhim, who fome- 
times after makes him Eat at his Table who: 
Jay before in the Rottennefs of a — 
be 
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The Condverfion of Zacheus, 


HE Pharifees being informed of the verted from the Bottom of his Souls and: 
T Refurreion of Lazarus, and feeing Renouncing from that very Moment his 
with forrow,the Fame pat Life, came and prefented himfelf be. 
which this Mireclehad fore our Seviosr Chri » faying, with an. 
- procured our Saviour; they thereupon im- humble Confidence, and Gracious biberty, thar 
mediately affembled together, to deliberate he would now diffribute half of his Geog; ta 
amongft themfelves, what they had to do. the Poor, and with the reft make Reftitution ; 
If welet this Man go on, fay they, in this and that if he wronged any body, he would 
tanner, all the People will believe in him ; -reftore them Four-fold., dtess 
and the Remans will come, and feize upon Our Saviour having heard this Holy re 
our City.and Eftates, lution, which he himfelf had put into 
One amongft them, who was High Prieft Heart, faid; that this day Salvation was, 
that year, being infpired of GoD, Prophefi- come to his Houfe ; and that this Man, whom 
ed, ‘That-'t.v23 expedient one Man fhould the Jews could not but regard with Horror, 
die for the Peeple ; and from that time they- was of the number of Abraham's Chil. 
refolved.on his Death. Which Jefas Chri dren. ae ee 
knowing he privately retired, and would | The Holy Fathers confidered Zackeus asan 
no longer remain in Judes. Buta whileaf. infance ofa true Converfiom, He feems tg: 
ter, the time of his Death approaching, he be beforehand with ou, Saviour ; But our 
refolved to return to jerujalem; and foretold Saviour had ‘indeed been firft dealing with 
as he was Travelling thither, what was to him, by the Invifible Motions of his Spirit, 
befal him. whence followed all thofe Vifible Signs of 
When they drew nearto Jerics, a certain Grace which he had received, 
Pablicen named Zethens, hearing of Fefus  Zacheus wasfo full of Faith and Jey in be. 
Chri? coming, had a great defiré of a long lieving, that he would willingly have part. 
time.to fee him, and therefore thruft him. ed with all his Geods to the Poor 3 but only 
amongft the Croud of thofe that went he confidered, that neceflity of referving a 
before him; but being a Men of low Sta. Part to make Reftitution, to fuch as he 
ture, he was hindred, by thofe that attended might have wronged. For he kriew that 
our.Seviewr, whereupon he was forced to GOD did not approve of a Mans being Cha. 
run, before, and to getupona Sycamore-Tree ritable, with what is not his own, : 
which. ftood in the way fide, nearto which He thought it not enough, to Reftore 
our blefled Lard was to pals by. what he had taken away, but he would make 
_ Oar Saviour-being come to the place a Four-fold return: And therefore Fefus 
where he ftood, and lifting up his Eyes, bid Chrif immediately declares the happinefs of 
Zacheus to come down, fer he would abide his‘Condition. For when the Darling and 
that day at his Hon/e. beloved Six is parted with, as Covetoufuels 
Zacheus giving an Example of the rea- and Griping in thefe fort of People, all the 
dinefs we ought to ufe in obe ing GOD's reft do fall of courfe, ths 
Commands, immediately came down, and ‘The Gefpel fhews us, by this remarkable 
Entertained the Sen of GOD at his Habita- inftance, that we muft always begin our re eae 
tion with great Joy, although all the People Converfion,by removing the greateit Obfta- ; 
murmured at our Saviour's chufing this cles, fuch as are Reftitation of Goods, or good ROODMHET 


The fame Year 32. 


jOe. 
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-afeer the Converiton of Zecheus, ad- 

. vanced towards the City 

fhe Year of the of Ferufalems and fix Days 

quam £0 33 before the Pafover,he went 
Ths fourth of the into Bethany; where Mar 
Preaching of Jee the Sifter of Lazerus; whic 

fas Chrift. was raifed from the Dead, 

received him, made him-a 

“Supper, and Marthe ferved, but Lexarus fat 


Oyntment of Spikenard, whichis very coftly, 
and anoynted our Savuiour’s Feet, and wiped 
them with her Hair; and the Houfe was 
filled with the odour of the Oynement ; for 
which caufe Judes who bore the bag, was 
‘angry, faying, it might have been fold for 
300 pence,and given to the poor: But our 
Saviour praifed her A€tion, and faid, that 
fhe had done it againft the day of his Burial; 
aud that the peor they had always with shem, 
but him they badnot, 5 
_ ‘The Pesple knowing that Jefus Ghrift was 
inthis place, came crouding, not only to 
‘fee-him, but alfo Lezeru:, that ‘was raifed 
from the Dead : which further difcontent- 


him likewife to Death; whofe Refurreition 
cacrealing the Fame of our Savisar, hindredl 
the defign they had formed of deftroying 
him, and induced feveral among the Jews 
to believe in him. 

The next Morning our Saviour ,Chrift be» 
ing near the City, fent his Difesples from 
the Moant of Olsvues, where he was, toa 
NeighbouringWi2sgeand commanded them 
to loofe an.4/s with its Foel,and bring them 
both away ; and to anfwer thofe that might 
offer to hinder them,that the Lord had need. 
ofthem, The Difciples did as our Saviour 
had commanded them, and fpread their Gar- 
ments on this Afs,and fet Fefus Ghrift thereon, 
as itis written, fear net Daughter of Sion, 
behold shy King cometh fitting on an Ajs’s Colt. 
When immediately,all the People who were 
Come to Ferafalem on account of the Paf- 
ever, hearing that our Saviour was about 
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NUR Saviour Chrif having left Jerito, 


ing the Pharifees, they determined to put 


‘JOHN XII. C196] o 
Ow SAVIOUR Riding to Jerofalem, lefore the Paver 


of the Fews. : 


entring into the Gity, they took Branches 
of Palms in their Haed:, and went before 


him,with loudAcclamations of Jey : Several. 


threw their Garments on the Ground, in the 
places where our Sevieur'was to pafs along ; 
and others ftrewed the Road with Boughs of 
Trees, and critd before him ; Salvation and 
Glory to she Son of David ; Blefftd is be that 
‘cometh in the Nawme of the-Levd, = 
Thefe Applaufes and Acclamations of the Pee 


atthe Zable; then took Mary a pound of ple, moreand more enraged the Enemies 


-of our Sevicur, which made ‘them fay a- 
mongft therhfelves, what shall we do, for 
‘all the Prople croud after him? | 
. The Holy Fathers have made excellent Ob. 
fervations on this Mirack of our Saviour. 
He Triumph: fay they before-hand,as he died 
‘before-hand in the laft Supper. He thews the 
real Power he was to gain on Mens Hearts, 
by the Merits of his Death, and by the Glo. 
ry Of his Refarretfien. 
He does what he will with thefe Peeples 


‘he forces thé Wicked to adore him, even — 


as they fhall one day, be conftrdined with 
“the: Devils, to bow their Kees before him, 
‘and confefs thatheis GOD; - 

The Jews hate him-; they would have de- 
toyed him, yet they cannot hinder his 
Glory. ; 
Te hente appears, that "tis GOD alone, 
that governs all things on Earth, as well as 
‘in Heaven ; That the Wicked as well as the 


-Good, are fubje&@ to-his Power; ard that 


“we do im vain think torele the Events of | 


this world, We oughtalways to fay, what- 
ever happens, That GOD has thus ordained. 
it, and atter this, to He down in Peace. 
This is the fole advantage of Chrifians, 
and the beft courfe they can take in all their 
affairs; feeing this Temper of Mind raifes 
them above.the Earth and Hell; above Men, 
Angels and Devils, nay, Heaven it felf; to 
make them enter into the San&tuary of 
GOD, and to remain firm and unmoveable, 
whilft they are on Earth, amidft all the 
Storms and Tempefts of it. ; 


aye 


~ 
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The Wupers and Sellers dzove out of theXemple, 


V Hen our Saviour drew near to the 
- City of Jerufalem, the Joy of his 
The v Triumph could not hinder 
fame Tear 332. him from fheddingTears, 


which the Tendernefs of his Charity made - 


him fhed, at the profpe& of thofe Miferies, 
which would foon come upon that unhap- 
py City, asa Punifhment for that Deicide, 
which fhe was ready to commit. 
He declared, the caufes of thofe future 
Miferies were, for that fhe had known the 
time of Goa’s Mercifel Vifisation; by this 
means, learning Chriftians not to defpife the 
Grace of GOD, in letting it lie ufelefs, and 
of none effeét. That if they know not how 


Great Pun: fhment they make themfelves woy- -b] 


thy of by this contempt they ought to 
tremble when they contider; that if Jeru- 


Salem was not punifhed immediately for its - 


Crime, the delay which GOD ufed, hindred 
not the Sentence(which he in hisWrath had 
Penomne d) from being pun€ually execu- 
ted, 

__, Our Seviexr thus Difcourfing, and going 
from place to place, and fhewing the Mife- 
ries of great Cities, who almoft, always. re- 
jet, or pervert the Truths of GOD ; He at 

Aength entred into Jerufalem, which was all 
ina Tumult, every one asking, who it was 
that came in after that manner ? 

Our Saviour went immediately into the 
Temple of GOD, and having found Perfons 
that Bought and Sold,he drove them thence: 
He threw downall the Tables of the Money. 
changers, caft down the Seats of thofe that 
fold, Doves ; and faid unco them, it is writ. 
ten, My Hoeale fhad be cated the Houfe of Prayer, 


but ye have made it a Den of Thieves; And the . 
in Awe, to watch over their Hearts and 


Blind and the Lame came to him in the Tea- 
ple and he healed them; and when the 
chief Priefts and Scribes faw the wonderful 
things that he did, and the crying in the 
Temple, Hofanna to the Son of David, they 
were {ore difpleafed ; and faid unto him, 
Hearef? thon what thefe fay? And Jefus faith 
unto them, Yea, have ye never read, out of 
She Mouth of Babes and Stcklings thou baft 
perfetted Pr sfe? And our Saviour left them, 
and went out of the City into Bethany, and 


Jodged there, 


The Ancient Fethers have much confide. 
red this Circu ce, and admi es 
Jefus Chrift, having foretold the grear : Mift 
ries, which were RA happen to Ferufa Done. 
fhould go immediately after to the Temple, 
‘But this wasto fhew without doubr, thar 
"twas the diforders which were there com. 
mitted, and the negle& and irre 
the Priefs, chat drew thele Miferies on the 

whole Natien ; and that to appeafe the Di. 
vine Juftice, thefe Guides fhould have look: 
Into themfelves, to fee whether there way 
nothing in them which might difpleafe 


"Tis enough to make any Chriftion trem. 
e, when he confiders with what Sever} 
the Sonof GOD, (ole was the mildeft of 
‘all Men) ufed thofe who profan’d this Holy 
Place, . He neverentred into a Paffiion. (as 
‘we read of ) till this diforder, although this 
Was only.in the out-parts of the Temple and 
under the pretence of the Service and Wor 
fhip paid to GOD in the Sacrifices. , 
The Fathers have attentively weig' ed al 
the Circumftances of this Hifory, and 
-warned us from hence, to have. care of 
-Violating the HolinefS of our Temple, by 
the leaft thing that may difpleafe Gop; 
feeing they are, or-ought to be infinite! 
more Holy, than that of which Jefus Chrif 
could not fuffer the Profanation. Where: 
fore they have ever recommended the Re- 
verence which we owe to Church:s ; there 


-being nothing, which doth more provoke 


GOD, than the difrefpe&t which is fhewed 
am ina place, where he dwells, as in his 
one, 


They have exhorted the Faithful to ftand 


Eyes, wher they meet in the Service of 


‘GOD, For GOD cannot be mocked, and 


if he for a time bears with the Indecencies, 
which are committed in thefe places, we 
muft not doubt but that he will one day 
pour out his Fury upon fuch Perfons; 
then thal: th:y Cry ferioufly for Pity, but 
he will not hear them, for #e fhall laugh at 
their Calamities, aud meck when their Fear 
cometh, Saban 
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she parable of the Cedding Garment; 
Or, The Marriage of the King’s Son, &c. 


_& LL thetime from the entrance of Jefus 
A Chrift into Ferufalem, till his Paffor, 
9 was fpent in divers Con- 

The fame Year 33- ferences which he had 
with the Jews,in which he Reproached them 
with their Infidelity, and foretold them that 
the Pegans and Idelaters, thould take their 

Jace in the Kingdom of GOD. ; 

But, to abate at the fame time, the over- 
weaning Opinion which the Gentiles might 
have of themfelves, by being preferred be- 
fore a Pesple, who were heretofore fo be- 


" Ioved of GOD; he fhewed in the fame Pa- 


rable, in. what manner he rejefted the Jews, 
and. with what Circumfpection the Gensiles 
fhould now poffefs their Place. 

The Kingdor of Heaven, faith our Savisur, 


‘slike unto a King, whomade a Marriage for | 


his Son, and. fent his Servants to call thofe 
which were bidden to the Wedding. But 
thefe Perfous made light of this Invitation, 
and came not: He fent to them again o- 
ther Servants, totelithem, he had'prepa- 
red his Oxen, and Fatlings, and that all 
things were in a Readinefs ; Buc they; ftill 
forbore coming, for fome went to their 
Farms, and others to their Merchandizes ; 
and there were others more ungrateful and 
bafe, who outragioufly handled the King's 
Servants, and ‘flew them. And when the 
King heard of this, he was wroth, and fent 
forth his Armies, and flew thefe Murtherer:, 
and burnt their City. 

Which being done, he faid to his Ser- 
wants, You fee, I have gotren all things rea~ 


dy, but thofe I had invited are not worthy 
of the Entertainment ; Go then into the 


Highways, and as many as ye fhall find 
there, bring to the Wedding. The Servants 
obeyed their Mafter, and gathered together 


‘agreat number of Perfons, both good and 
bad, fo that the Zsé/e was filled with 


Guefts, 

When they were fet down, the King en- 
tred into the Room, to fee thofe thar were 
Bidden; and having obferved one who had 
not a Wedding’ Garment, he faid to him, 


Friend, how cameft thou hither, not ha- 


ving a Wedding Garment ? and the Man was 
Speechlefs, Then the King commanded his 
Seryants to bind him Handand Feo’, and to 
caft him into utter Darknefs. In fine, he 
concluded this Parable with thefe dread- 
ful Words; There are many called, but few 
chofer, . 
~ Our Saviour by this Parable, which fets 
forth the Reprobation of the Jews, and the 
Eléétion of the Geusilss, fhews us, he ex- 
peéts we fhould ufe our ucmoft endeavours 
to make our felves worthy of his Grace : 
And though he be fo kind as to prevent 
us by his Gracious Invitation to this ‘syfical 
Marriage; yet he expe&s we fhould haften 
thereto, with fuch Oraamcn:s, as have fome 
Proportion to the Majz:fy of him that cal- 
led us. ) 
The Ancient Fathers tell us, That this 
Nuptial Robe, is the New Men, which has 
bin created according to GOD, in true Righ- 
teoufnefs and Holinefs. If we do not endea-- 
vour to Cloath our felves with this Rebe 
*tisto be feared that God will reje& us from 
his Feaf ; and that the Nakednefs wherein 
he fees by the Corruption of the Old Ma» 
with which we were Cleathed, will force 
him to bid his Servants to put us away 
from his Table, and caft us into utter Dark- 
nefs, that is to fay, into fuch Darknefs, as 
will hinder us from ever finding him. 
This Man according to S. 4nftin, doth 
reprefent a great many others, to wit, the 
whole body of the wicked, who are igno- 
rant of the fhameful Condition they are 
in; who are Neked without knowing it ; 
and Blind, though they think they {ce 
clearly; who believethey underftand all 
things, whereas in truth they underftand 
nothing ; The GOD of this #orld, having 
blinded their Eyes, and laid them in a deep 
Sleep, Wherefore, we fhould do well ever 


to rememberthe Words of our Saviour in .- 


the Revalations; I will come as a Thicf: Blct- 
fed is he thar Watcheth, and kecpeth well 
his Garments, that he walk not Naked, and 
expofe his Confufion to the Eyes of others. 


Kk The 
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The Parable of the Lalencs. 
Our SAVIO OR by this Similitude flevs the } danger whereinto 4 


Man falls, if he goes beyowd the Meafares fer him by the Golpel, 
avd alfo if he does #6t walk up to the Rules af tt. 


Efure our Saviour had ended his Preach- 
ing, he was willing to lay before Men 
me the feverity of GOD’s 

The fame year 33. Judgments ; and therefore 
oe  propofes to them the Pa- 
rable of the Foolyb and Wife Virgins ; to 
fhew us, That how good foever our Con- 
dition may be, and though our Works be 
never fo Exemplary, denoted by thofe bur- 
ning and fhinisig Lamps; yet dhall we be 
rejected of GOD,, if we have not (as S. Attn 
fin fays) this O#/ of a true and perfect Hami- 
lity; which fhews us, That we are nothing 
in the fight of GOD, and that “tis his Grace 
that doth allin.us. But the Parable of the Ta- 
dents, related afterwards by S. Matthew, in- 
ftmmés usin many important Truths. 
The Kingdom of Heaven is at a Man 'Tra- 
velling into « far Country,who called his own 
Servants, and delivered to them his Goods: 
Unto one he gave 5 Talents, to another 2, 
dnd to another 13 to every Man according to 
his feveral ability, and firaightway took his 
Joumey. Hethat received 5 Talents, went 
and traded with the fame, and made them 
5 more; and likewife he that received 2, 
gained 2 others; but he that received 1, went 
and hid st in the Earth, which rendred it 
ufelefi. After w long time, the Lord of thofe 
Servants being return'd, called his Servants to 
account; and he that received § ‘Talents, 
tame and brought other 5 Talents, faying , 
Lord, thow-deliveredft me 5 Talents, bekold I 
bave gained 5 more: His Lord faid, Well 
done shou good and faithful Servant; thou 
haft becn faithful over @ few things, I will 
make thee Ruler over many things, Enter thou 
into the Joy of thy Lord. He alfo that bad 
veceived the 2, bake alfo 2 others to bis 
Lord, who likewife recompenfed his fide.. 
lity, as he had doneto the fut. But he that 
veceived but 1 Talent, coming near to kis Mas 


fler, told him, Lord, J kusw thee tobe an‘ans 
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frere Man, and that thon gatheref where thea 
haft not fowed; aud therefore Iwas fo afraid of 
thee, that I have hid thy Talent in 
Ground, and le here it is. His Matter ay 
Jwtred him, O thin wicked tnd florbful Ser. 
vant, feeing thot knewest T gathered where 
did wot fore, why did nos thon pus che Money 
I gate thee into other Hands, that shin | 
returned, 1 might have received my oni wtih 
Ufury 2? Take thevifove the Talent from hitn, 
and give it to hits that hath 10; for unto eve 
ry one that hath, fhall be given, and he fiat 
bave abundance; but from nim that hath nn, 
foal be taken Biody éucis shat which be bith; 
and caft the unprofitable Servant inte siti 
Davknefs, where fhall be weeping and -gnifh. 
ing of Teeth. | 
"The. Holy Fathers have trembled in con. 
fidering this Parable : They have feen the 
danger wherein a Min falls, if he goes be. 
yondthe Meafures fet him by the Go/pel,and 
if he doésnotalfo walk up to the. Rules of 
it, ; 
_ It was as dangerous to'thefe Servants, to 
defign the ferving their Mefer, according to 
the Zalént which he. had given to others, as. 
not to féerve him according tothe. Talat 
which they had themfelves received. 

For as here isno greater Humility, than- 
not to fet about works of Charity beyond. 
the Grace that GOD has béftowed on us; fo 
there isno greater Mifery, than to keep the 
Gifts of the Spirit unemployed. For the 
Severity ufed towards that Perfon, who. 


had hid his Talent ina Napkin, has fo awe. 
confidering Chriftions, that it made thera 
‘vanquifh their own Natures, and humbly 


‘furrender themfelves to the Decrees of Pro- 
widence. “Tis certain, GOD is no haid Mae 
‘fer, yet is it not to be imagined, that he 
has given us our Lives to no other purpofe, 
than to take in and Ist out the dir, 
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Lhe Lak and General Judgment. 


UR Bleffid Saviour having advertiz’d 
O Men of the dreadful feverity of his 
Juftice, by the Parable 
The fame Year 33. of the Virgins, and that 
of the Talents s He after- 
wards exhorted them to Watch over them- 
felvet, by reprefenting and reminding them 
of the Laff and Genersl sfudgment; faying, 
Wien thé Son of Man foall come in his Glory, 
and all the Holy Angels with him, then fall he 
fit on she Throne of bis Glory ; and before him 
foall be gathered all Nation:, and he foal fcpa- 
rate them one from another, as a Shepherd die 
videth the Sheep frem the Goats: And he 
foal fee the Sheep on his right Hand, but the 
Goats on the defe. 

This Inftruétion was very neceflary, to 
‘awaken us out of that drowzy Coldne/;, 
whereunto we are all too fubje& during 
this Life. 

For cho’ our Saviour Chrift has received 
from his Father a Sovereign Rule and Au- 
thority overall the World ; yet he feems 
to Jer Men loofe, and to fuffer all things to 
be confounded, as if he concern’d not him- 

felf with them. 

‘But tis certain, he exercifes an Jnvifible 
Power over them, and which he will one 
-day demonftrate with all Solemnity, And 
therefore tis, that he inculcates it to be a 
Man’s greateft Wifdom in this Life, ever 
toremember this Judgment that isto come, 
and to be before hand with it, by judging 
our felves, that is, our Confciences. 

When (fay he) the Som of Man fhall come 
in his MajePy, attended by his Holy Angels, 
and all Nations fhall come before his Pre- 
fence ; he fhall then {eparate them as the 
Shepherd feparates the Sheep from the Goats ; 
for he fhali fet the Sheep on his. right Hand, 
and the Goats on his left. Then fhall he 
fayto the one, Come ye bleffed of my Father, 
veceivethe Kingdom prepared for you from the 
beginning of the World : For Iwas an bungry, 
and yougaveme to cats Iwas a thirty, and 
yo gave me to drink: I was a Stranger, and 
j7% gave me entertainment; I was naked, and 
yo% cloathed me; 1 was fick, and you com- 
forted me; I was in Prifon, and you vifited 


me. 
Having faid thefe.comfortable words to 
the Righteous, which will furprize them,and 


fenfibly inform them, That when they did 
thefe actions of ‘Charity to the leaft of thofe 
which belong to Jefus Ghrift, they did it to 
himfelf; neither will he lefs furprize the 
Wicked, in reproaching them with their 
hardnefs of Heurt, in that having feen him 
an kungry and thirffy, and in other Extremi- 
ties, they have not affifted him. They will 
ask of him, When ‘faw we thee an hungred, of 
a thirft, or a flranger, cr naked, or fick, or in 
prifon, and did not miniffer unto thee? And 
Fefus Chrift will plainly tell them, with the 
fevereft Anger, That when they refufed 
all Kindnefs to the Poer, they refufed ic to 
himfelf, faying, In as much a: ye did it noe 
to the leaft of thefe, ye did 1¢ not tome; there- 
fore, Depart from me ye Curfed into everlaiing 
Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 
Having thus publickly extolled the Cha- 
rity of the one, and accufed the Ingratitude 
of the others, he will bring the Good into 


everlafting Life, and throw the Wicked into 


everlafting Torments. 

Our Saviour fhews us in thefe words, 
‘That this Judgment will bea great furprize 
to moft People, and that ‘twill then be 
made manifeft, how much we are deceived 
in our Accounts of Salvation. For’tis plain 
from what our Saviour fays both to the Ju/t 
and Unjuf ; that’tis not fufficient to avoid 
Evil, but we muft do Good; feeing Fefus. 
Chrift condemning the Wicked, doth not re- 
proach them with Crimes, but only with 
the want of Gharity, 

' So that according asthe Fathers have re« 
marked from thefe words of our Saviour, 
Our greateft truft which we can haveinthe 
Mercies of GOD, muft arife from the exercife 
of Charity towards our Neighbour, in all the 
occafions which do offer themfelves, And 
thofe who fet about the working out of their 
Salvation in good earneft, do eafily find 
them. 

_Wecan no where turn our felves, but 
we fee fome Obje& or other, that does e- 
ven force our Pity and Compaffiun, The lewd 
and debauched do need our Prayers, That 


GOD would open their Eyes, and purifie their 


Underftandings éy Faith and Repentance, 
that they may not receive the wages of their 
Sins, ae is eternal Death. 
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Phe Zak Supper. 


Or, The Teftitution of the LORD’s Supper. 


UR Bleféd saviour having finifhed his 
Difcourfes to the People, and there 

. ; remaining only two days 

The fame Year 33. tothe Paffover, he com- 
manded his Difciples to 

prepare all things in order to it. Which 
being done, and judas having agreed with 
the Jews about the manner of betraying his 

Mafter to them, our Saviour went into a 
large Room, which he had enjoyned his 
Dijciples to get for him ; where being feated, 
he immediately declared to them the great 
defire he had to celebrate {this Pafover with 
them ; and that in fuch a manner, asif that 
which he had already done for them was 
not worth mentioning, fo great was his 
Love to them. 

Having eaten the Lamb with them, ac- 
cording to the prefcription of the Law ; be- 
fore he cftablith’d his Div:ne Supper, he fo 
far abafed himfelf, that he took Water ina 
Bafon,to wash his Difciples Feet and wiped 
them with a Towel, with which he had gird- 
ed himfelf; and finifhed this Act of a pro- 
digious Humility with thele words, which 
concern ali the World, Zhave given you an 
Example, which every Man that will be my. Dix 
Sciple, mu follow. 

_ And being fat down with the Twelve 
Difeiples, as they did eat, Jefus faid, Verily I 
fay unto you thas one of veu foal betray me, At 
which words they were exceeding forrow- 
ful ; and began every one to fay unto him, 
Lord! L it 1¢ And our Saviour taid, He that 
dippeth kis hand with me in the DiJb, fhad be 
tray me; tut woe unto that Man that fhall bc- 
tray me, it had been bettcr he bad not been born. 
Then Judas aid, Masfler, Is it 1% Our Sa- 
vivur {aid unto him, Thou baft faid, And as 
they were eating, Jefus took Bread and blef- 
fed it, and brake it, and gave it to his Di- 
JSciples, faying, The, eat; this is my Body: 
And he took the C p and gave Thanks, and 
gave itto them, faying, Drink ye al of it ; 
Jur thes is my Blood of the New Teftament, 
which is fhed for many, for the Remifion of 
Sins 1 will not drirk benccforth of this fruit 
of the Vine, until that day that I drink it new 
with you in wty Father's Kingdom. 


He diftributed it to them with his own 
hands,and he refufed not Judas this Favour; 
And although he well knew his Treachery, 
yet he would not plainly difcover it tot 
reft, tothe end, that the mildnefs he ufed 
towards him, might (if poffible) make fome 
impreffion on his ard Heart. 

But he was an early Inftance, that this 
Sacrament, whichthe Son of GOD then In. 
ftituted for the Comfort and Salvation of 


the Faithful, would only prove Condemm. | 


tion to thofe who fhould receive it unwor. 
thily ; and that the Devil would enter into 
their Sou/s at the fame time, when the Holy 
Elements fhould enter into their Bodies, 


This Défciple,who was guilty of fhedding’ 


the Blood of our LORDand S aVI0UR, 
ftill .continued his hardnefs of Heart and 


Impenitency ; for when each of the Difciples 


were difmay’d,and demanded of JefusChrif, 
Whether he was the Man that fhould do 
this horrid Deed? Jadas had the boldnefs 


‘to ask the fame Queftion. And immediate. 


ly after, he went forth to put in execution 
this his perfidious Contrivance. 

This Difeiple’s Treachery has made the 
Ancient Fathers admire and wonder at the 
goodnefs of our Saviour ; who for all this 
defifted not from giving him his Body, even 
as to the reft,with the fame patience where- 
with he awhile after fuffered his Perfidseus 
Selutation, " 

The Church in all Ages has fighed and 
groaned, in confidering that her holy Spoufe 
doth every day fuffer the fame Indignity at 
the Altar, as he fuffered then. She has 
teftified her deep Sorrow, to fee her felf 
forced (as it were) to give our Savieur's 
pure Body to impure Soals ; and has admired 
the Humility of Fefus Chrift, that he doth not 
come down from Heaven, to punifh thole 
who thus unworthily receive him. 

He is prefent at this Day at our Altars, as 
an Example to us of Patience, and if webe 
faithful to him, we muft endeavour in Re- 
ceiving his Body, to be the Imitators of his 
ineffable Humility ;and to lament the wret- 
ched blindnefs of thofe who difhonour him 
by fo many Sacrilegious Communious. 
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Our SAVIOUR’S Agony and Bloody Sweat, wien he Prayed in the 
Gardin, before bis Betraying and Appreheniion. . 


Frer Juda: had left our Saviour, to 

execute the defign he had contracted 

oe with the Jews, our Ble- 

The fame Year 33. f-d LORD made anadmi- 

rable Difcourfe to his 

Apsitles whereby he shewed us, in joyning 

the “ord to his Body, that it alfo isthe nou- 

rifhment of our Sox/s, and that we ought 

not to part them, according to our Savi- 
ers own Example, 

He at the fame time faid to S. Peter, That 
the Dewil had .defired.to tempt him ; but 
that he had prayed his Father for him. This 
Apofle mftead of humblirig himfelf-at thefe 
serds and prayers of the Son of GOD in his 
hehalf, grew conceited of himfelf, as itfoon 
after too plainly appeared. . For our Savi- 


oxr Chrift formally foretelling him,. "That he 


would Three times deny him ‘before the 
Cock Crowed: He boldly anfwered him,He 
would never do it; and that he was fo far 


_ from Renouncing him, that he was ready: 
t0 go to Prifon with him, yea, to die with. 


him ; fo that the terrible predition of his 
Fall, not being able to humble him, there 
was a neceflity of doing it by the Fallit felf, 


Our Saviour Chrift then having faid thefe. 
admirable Truths to his Difcipler, contained: 
in this Jaft Sermon, he commanded them to. 


take Arms with them ; and thus they paft 
over the Brook. Cedron, to go (as he was 
wont ) to the Mant of Olives. 

His Difciples followed him, and being. 
come toa place called Gethfemane, he caufed. 
them totarry there, that he might go alone 
into the Garden not far off, to pray there, 
according to his ufual cuftom, and on this 
occafion was well known.to jadas. 

He took only Peter, James, and jobn with 
him, who were his chiefeft Favourites, and 
who more immediately attended him. Be- 
ing with them, he told them, That he was 
in great anguith of Spirit, even unto death, 
and therefore he defired them to watch wi 
him whilft he prayed. He afterwards went 
from them about a Stones-caft, and falling 
upon his Face, he prayed, faying, My Fa- 
sher, if it be poffible, cet this Cup paft from me; 
' weverthelefi, not as I will, but as show wir, 


And when our Saviour came to his Difeiple:, 
he found them afleep, and faid, Could yz noz 
watch with me one hour ? watch and pray left ye 
enter into Temptation ; the Spirit indeed is wil- 
ling, but the Flefb is weak, He went away 
the fecond time, and prayed as formerly, 
and returning he found them afleep, for 
their Eyes were heavy. Again our Savi-_ 
wiour left them and prayed the fame words, 
Then he'.came to them and -faid,. Sleep on 
nom, and take your reft, bebold the hour-is at 
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed -into the 
hands of Sinners, Rife'let us go, he is at band . 
that betrays me, : 
Our Saviour's Agony was {fo great, altho’ 
there was an Angel appeared to ftrengthen 
him, that hé fweat drops of Blood, 
“This our Sevioxr’s Paffion in the Garden, . 
has been the admiration and aftonifhment 
of Gbriffians in.all Ages; efpecially. when 
tltey confidered,how many Peeple have gone - 
joyfully to fuffer Death but this might well - 
appen to them, feeing their Cafe and our: 
Saviours extreamly differed. For our Sevi~- 
oxr bore on him the Iniquity and Punifbment 
of us all; the Sins of the whole World lay , 
on his Shoulders, and he was to undergo the . 
penalty of them. Ps 8 es 
" It is moreover to be confidered, that be- - 
ing a Man, he was liable to all the infirmi~ 
ties of that ftate: For he was fubje& to- 
Grief and sorrow, to Hepes and Fears, as we. 
are. For it bcheved him to be in all things.like 
untous, Sin only excepted, = 
The Prayer he thrice offered up. to his: 
Father, to remove this Cup from him,:con- 
cluding at each time with fubmiffen to his. 
Will, Should ferve as an.excellent Inftru- 
&ion to us in all Our Prayers. Saraki 
Having fhewed throughout his whole. 
Life a perfe& refignation to his Fathers’ 
Will, he feems to renew this Difpofition 
at his Death. By which he learns us, That 


th we ought chiefly to labour after this Tem- 


per of Soul in all Apfifsons and suffer. 
ings, but more efpecially at the Hour of 
Death ; for then we fhall have moft occatfi- 
on to put his excellent Example in practice, 
and to fay, Net my Will, bat thy Wait b« done. 
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Fudas’s Deeafer, 


Our SAVIOUR Sing Sold to the Jews by Judas, és Betrayed and 
Taken by him with a Kafs. . 


UR Saviour being o’erwhelmed with 
Sadneft, when he was in an Agony in 

: the Garaen, gave us a 

The fame year 33. great inftance of his Hue 

| wielity; for he came to his 
Diciples, to try, if peradventure he might 
find any Confolation in them, or any mitiga- 
tion of his Grief. But he found not them 
in any fort difpofed to wife Counfels, for 
they were fallen into a dead /leep. 

. He came thrice to awake them, with thefe 
important Words, Watch and Pray, the Spi» 
rit is willing, but the Flefh is weak, 

He had no fooner done fpeaking to them 


the thirdtime, but Judas appeared at the - 


Head ofa great Company of People bear- 
ing. Arms. Judas had given them a Sign, 
whereby they fhould know, which was the 
Perfon.they fhould lay hold on, to the end 
he might not make his efcape from them, 
and fo occafion more trouble in taking him. 
He came then boldly up to the Saviour 
of the World, and treachcroufly kift him, 
faying, Hail Mafter; which our Blefed Lord 
patiently endured, and with the fame kind- 
nefs as heretofore, to teach us, To bear 
gently with fuch Perfons as are like him, 
_ and not to be fharp and fpightful at the ill 
ra ad of Friends and Domefficks. Yet he 
faid to him, Wherefore comeft thou hither? Do 


thou betray the Sonof Man with a Kifs? Which: 


Words were rather fpoken, to bring him 
to a thoughtfulnefs of what he did than to 
complain of his Ingratitude, es 
| After this Kifs of Judas, our Bleffid Savi- 
our (who had heretofore fled, when the Peo- 
" ple would have made him a King ) went to 
meet thofe who came to take him, asking 
them, Whom they fought ? and that with fo 
powerful a Voice, asmade themall to fall 
laton the Ground; fhewing by this means, 
That’twas not want of Power made him 
fuffer Death ; but that he underwent it of 
his own free will. He then furrendred him. 
felf to thefe wicked People, having an eye to 
‘the Power which GOD had given them. 


S. Peter endeavoured to defend Him from 
them, drew out his Sword, and cut off the 
Ear of Malchus, who was a Servant to the 


High Prieff: But our Saviear was fo far from 
delighting in this Refiftance, and permitting 


this juft Revenge, that immediately he heal. 


ded the Wound, and reprehended §, Peter for 


making it ; faying, Put up thy Sword into his 
place; for all chey that take th Sword, jbag 
perifh by the Sword. : 

He told him he needed‘ not his “vm to 
deliver him ; for had he not fully determi. 
ned to drink ofthis Cup, He could pray to his 
Father, and he would prefently give him more 
than 12 Legions of Angels, to afi him; 
But how then fhall she Scriptures be fulfilled, 
that thus it muft be ? 

He fuffered himfelf then to be bound on. 
ly faying to the Officers, That they needed not 
to have come outagainft him, as if he were 
a Thief, or a Murtherer ; feeing he was every 
day in the Temple, where they might have 
Jaid hold on him. ‘ 

Being then fecured in their Hands, all 
his Difciples fled, and left him alone with 
them ; Asd when they had laid hold on him,the 
led kim away to Caiaphas the High-Prieft, 
where the Scribes and Elders were affimbled, 
and Peter followed afar off. Our Saviour de- 
figned by this, To comfort thofe who fhould 
fall by furprize into the hands of their Ene- 
ates, 

He knew, that they were to come to take 
him, and he didnot avoid them, becaufe he 
knew it was his Fathers Will; to the end, 
that thofe who fhould fall into a like condi- 
tion, without knowing it, fhould adore (as 
he did) the Power of GOD in Men; and not 
fuffer themfelves to be carried away by 
fruitlefs Complaints and Repinings. For there 
is nothing comes amifsto him, who conti- 
ders, That he fuffers nothing, but what a moft 
Divine Perfon fxffered before him; and that 
the Sufterings of this prefint Life, are wot wore 
thy to be compared to the Glory which hall be 
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Chyit’s Cramination , 


204 J 
and Peter's Denial. 


£63 


Ou SAVIOUR is Carried and Examined 6 fore Caiaphas the 
High Prieft , and is: Denied there by Peter. | . 


(‘OR Blefid LORD being in the Hands 
of the Jews, was carried before An- 

. nas, Caiaphas his Father- 
The fame Year 33. in-Law, who was High 
Prieft that Year. Annas 


interrogated him touching his Difciples and 


Deéfrine; whereunto our. Bleffed Saviour 
replied, That he had not Taught in feerct, fo 
that he might be informed by every Body of that 
matter, : 

But this freedom of Speech difpleafing 
an Officer which ftood near our Saviour, he 

ve him a blow on the Face, and ask'd 
Yin, Whether it became him, to anfwer 
the High Prief in that manner ? 

Fefus Chrift fuffered this Indignity with a 
Divine Patience, and only bade this Perfon, 
to tell him what he had {poke amifs, other- 
wife he that {mote him would fhew himfelf 
to blame. 

Annas after this fent him to Caiaphas, at 
whofe Houfe the.Chief Priess were aflem- 
bled, to confer about the Charge they were 
toexhibit againft him ; and, if need were, 
to find falfe Witueffes ; who being brought, 
they could make out nothing that was fuffi- 
cient to take away his Life: Bur at laft, one 
amongft them accufing him for having faid, 
That be would. deftroy the Temple, aud build 
itup again in Three Days. ‘The High Prieft 
arofe, and ask’d him, Why he made no De- 
fence againft this Accufation ? Fefus:Chrift 
obferved ftill a profound Silence, which 
made the High Prieff command him, in the 
Name of the Moft High GOD, to tell them, 
if he were the Géri#? Tho’ I fhould tell 
you (faith he) that I am he, ye will not be- 
live me, neither will you let me go; but 
You frail fee the Son of Man coming in the 
Clouds, and fitting at the right Hand of GOD. 

The High Prie# having heard thefle words, 
rent his Cloatks, and cried out, He has 
fpoken Blafphemy, What need have we of 
further Witneffes? You your felves have 
heard his Blafphemy. What think ye ? 


F 


They all anfwered, He had deferved Death. 
Then the Soldiers began to mifufe him; for 
they fpit on his Face, and blinding him, 
ftruck him, and then bid him prophefe and 
divine who it was. 

The Night being thus fpent, in the 
Morning they led him to Pilate, to pro- 
nounce Sentence on him. St. Peter, who 
had followed efus Chrift ata diftance into 
the Houfe of the High Prief, and warmed 
himfelf by the Fire with the Officers, loft 
that Heat which he had fhewed before, and 
his Courage changed into an exceffive Fear- 
fuluefi ; when a Servant Maid asked him, 
Whether he had not been with Jefus Chrift ? 
He anfwered, No. And having a while 
after charged him with the fame Queftion, 
he renounced him, (as he had done before) 
faying, That he knew not the Man. In 
fine, About an Hour after one of the High 
Prief’s Servants, a Kinfman of him whofe 
Ear Peter had cut off, pofitively affirmed, 
that -he was with fefus Chriff, But Peter de- 
nied it again the third time with horrid 
Oaths and Imprecations; and‘immediately the 
-Gock Crew; and our Blefed Savieur looking 
on him, touched him to the Qaick, and 
made him remember what had been faid 
to him ; .andthercupon he went out and wept 

bitterly, 

Whience we learn, That thofe ‘who tuen 
to GOD, owe their Converfion to the graci-- 
ous Look of our Saviour.We have no know- 
ledge of the wretchednefs of our Conditi- 
on, neither do we think of aRemedy, till 
GOD doth enlighten our Minds by his Grace, 

The Relation of Sc, Peter’s Sin, and his 
Sorrow for it, has been of great Confolasion 
to the Faithful inall Ages. His Repentance 
has no Words, becaufe they are iuperflu- 
ous when Works {peak. 

I hear not St, Peter's Voice after his Sin, 
(faith Sc, atmbrofe) but I fee his Tears. Hap- 
py Tears, which donot only beg Pardon, but 
do (in fome fort) deferve it. 

PILATE 
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PILATE ¢o affivage the Rage of the Jews, condemns our 
Saviour to be Scowrged, and delivers him to thens 


to be Crucified. | 


Lee Chrift was led from Caiaphas to Pilate, 
.§ who demanded of the Jews, What were 
Th the chief Heads of their 

e fame Year 33. Accufations againft this 


‘Man ? But the Jews anfwered him confufed- 
‘ly, That if he had not beena wicked Man, 


zhey would not have brought him before 
Pilate rot being accnftomed to judge Peo~ 


‘pleupon fuch flight Grounds, would have 
emitted him into their Hands again, that 


they might judge him according to their 


own Len But to fatisfie him they produced 
falfe Wstncf/s, who making no mention of 


Religion, or Temple, as they did before the 


“High Prieft, affirmed, ‘That he was a fedisious 


Fellow; that he ftirred up the People to Re- 
bellion, and hindred them from giving Tri- 


‘Dute to Cefar, Calling himfelf a KING. 


Whereupon Pilate came to Jefus Chrif, 


who ipake freely to him touching himfelf, 

-and.of his Kingaor, and that ’twas not of 
‘this World; bis only Bufinefs amongft Men 
‘being to inftruét them in the Way to ever- 
.lafting Life. 


Pilate not being prejudiced with Malice 
againft his Perfor, asthe Jews were, eafily 


having offered to him feveral Cuefions, to 
which our Ssviesr made no anfwer: This 
Prince therefore defpifed him, and efteemed 
him a Fool, and caufed therefore a white Roby 
to be put on him, and fent him thus array- 
‘ed back again to Pilate, with whom he was 
then reconciled, fo that they became Friends, 
Pilate-having received our Saviour, went 
out the third time to tell the Jews, That he 
found no Felt in him, and that Herod him. 
felf, co whom he had fene him, could nog 
find him gsilty of any thing. But the Jens 
being refolved to put our Saviour to Death, 
fhewed by the Stours and Uproars they made 
that they liked not Pilate’s Opinion of him, 
Pilate therefore thinking to affwage their 
Rage, and to gratifie their revengeful spi 
vits, condemned our Saviour to be {cour- 
ged, imagining that this Punifbment might 
be a means to make him efcape Death 
Then Jedas when hefaw how far theEne. 
mies of our Saviour began to ay, their Re 
venge, came to himfelf; and confidering the 


‘Crime he had committed , was feized with 
-Defpair, which made him bring back to the 


Jews the Thirty preces of Money which he had 
received of them ; telling them, He had: 


difcovered our Sawiour’s Innocency , and fianed, in. betraying Inxecent Blood; and ha- 


went to the Jews again to tell them, that he 
found him in no fort culpable. 

‘But the Prople being impatient at the 
hearing of this, he was conitrained to re- 
turn to “Fefus Chev? and queftion himvagain ; 
but heremained ina deep Suence. Pilate 
fhewed him wista great number of decufa- 
tions were laid againit him; unto all which 
Fefus Gori? anfwered nothing, fo that he 
aftoniflied the jueége with his Silence. 

"This Gswernour underftanding , that our 
Savicu» Jofus Chrifi was of Galilee, he would 
make this a Presence to be difcharged of 
him, and fent him therefore to Hirav, who 
was King of that Proviner, and was then at 
Ferufalen:, 

Herod was at fir ft over joy’d atthe Sight of 
him ; for having of a Jong time heard much 
of him, he was glad cf tnis opportunity to 
Comrie with him, and cxpected alfo, that 
he would do fome Mrses tefore him. Bue 


ving thrown his Money into the Temple, im- 


‘mediately went away, and hanged himfelf: 


This Difciple, whofe Heart the Devil had 
corrupted, and whofe Malice GOD had made 
fubfervient to his Evernal Defigns, is a terri 
ble Example of the manner of the Devil's 
impofing on Men. He difguifesthe Mifchief 
whereunto he would caft them, he blinds 
their Eyes Ieft they fhould behold it, and fo 
artificially colours it, that they cannot dif- 
cern the uglinefs of it. Butas foon asthey 
have committed it, he makes ufe of a quite 
contrary Courfe; aggravating their Si, 
with the fevere Juftice of GOD; and thus 
brings them to Defpair, 

Thofe Cériftiaxs that would efcape his 
Snares, muft be fenfible of their Sins, which 
are innumerable, and alfo be fenfible of the 

M:rcies of GOD, which knows no bounds; 
for there isno Malaay incurable to the Om-. 


nipotent Phy/ician. . 
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PILATE. fhens ow SAVIOUR ‘10 the People, faying, 
| Ecce Homo! 


IL ATE having delivered Jefus Chri? 

P to the Soldiers, they added crue] Mock- 
whe eras ings to the punifhment 
¢ fame Tear 33. of Scourging ; and in de- 
rifion of his Royal Dignity,they put a Crows 
of Thorns.on his Head, a Reed in his Hand, and 


* charhed bim.ina Parple Robe, ‘They after- 


wards bowed the Kxee before him, and bafe 
fetting him, faid, Hail King of the Jewr. 
In fine, They had fo pitioufly ufed him, 
that Pilate thought the thewing him to the 
Peeple would be fufficient to mollife them, 
and to make them lay afide their thirft after 
his Death, re 
But he was much miftaken in his Expeéta- 


’ tion; forasfoon ashe had prefented Fefus 


Chrift hefore them, faying, Bebeld she Man! 
there arofe fuch Cries and Clamours from all 
the Peeple, that much troubled him. . Even 
the offer which he made them of delivering 
our Saviour onthe account of the Paffover ; 
at which time -he was wont to fet at liberty 
one certain Perfon; was by one common 
Voice rejefted ; fo that our Bleed LORD faw 
Barsbbas, who was a Thief, a feditions Per- 
fon, and a Martherer, preferred before him. 

The knowledge that this Judge had of the 
innocency of Fe/usGhrift,held him in fufpence, 
and hindred him from blindly following the 
fury of the People: He wasalfo further di- 
fturbed by-the Advice of his Wife,who char- 
ged him not to be any ways concerned in 
the Death of that 3x Man, for fhe had 
been much troubled on ‘this occation with 
Dreams inthe Night. - 

In the mean while the ews, who would 
not give over their profecution ; cunning] 
told Pilate, Thathe fhewed but .fmall affe- 
ion to the Emperour, in taking fuch a Man's 
part, who had declared himfelfa King, in 
Oppofition to Cefa:. 

This Governesr, who was very careful of 
his Fortune,and very little concern’d for Ju- 
fice, couldnot hold out any longer again{t 
thefe words. Wherefore finding all his un- 
sillingneffes were fruitlefs, and that the more 
he endeavoured to fave him,the more he rai- 
fed a Tumult, he caufed Water to be brought 
him, and thought to do away the borrtble 
Crime he was about committing,by wafhing 
his Hands before all the People, in faying, He 
was not guilty of the Blood of this Man, 


He foon after pronounced the Sentence o £ 
Death on our Saviour, delivered him into the 
hands of the Jew:, and fet Barabbas at liberty. 
. There was neverany greater inftancethan 
this A&tion of Pilate, to fhew how far the 
defire which the People of the World have to 
fatisfie their Ambition and Iuterefs, will car~ 
rythem. He fets at naught whatever he 
knew of the Dignity and Innocency of Fe- 
fus Chrift: He neglects the Advice of his 
Wife, which he ought to have refpeéted as 

‘the warnings of Heaven ; and treading un- 
der foot all the equity and govd inclinations 
whichhe had to protet&ta Juft Man oppreft ; 
he condemned Ze/us Chriff, not out of Paj- 
fon, asthe Jews did, nor out of Coveton{nefs, 
as Judas ; but only out of a timerous humour, 
that he might not expofe himfelf to the dan- 
ger of being out of favour at Cexrt, 

.. In the 27th, Chapter of Matthew, is fet 
forth our Saviour’s being delivered to Pontius 
Pilate the Goverxour; how Jadas which be-~ 
trayed him, when he faw he. was, condem- 
ned, repented, and brought the 30 pieces 
of Silver which he received for betraying 
-him to the Chief Priefls, and Elders, telling 
them he had finned in betraying Innocent 
-Bloed.; they anfwered him, ‘What is that to 
us? feethou to that. Then cafting down 
the Silver in the Temple, he went out and 
hanged himfelf ; That with this. Silver they 
bought a piece of Ground, called the. Possers~ 
Field, to Bury Strangers in, which was cal- 
led the Field of Blood. How Pilate was ad- 
-monifhed by his Wife, not to have his hands 
in the Blood of that Innocent Man, notwith- 
ftanding the Clamours of the People prevail- 
ed on him, that he pronounced -Sentence of 
Death, which accordingly was Executed, 

The Holy Fathers have obferved on this 
paffage of she Gofpel, That there's xorbing but 
Charity which can make us prefer oxr Con- 
{cience and Salvation, to whatever we may 
lofe in the World. . 

_ Words are vain, Thoughts are weak, Re- 
folutions sre too often broken; it muft be GO 
that works in us by the fecret motionsof bis Ho-~ 
ly Spirit, to keep us in any thing that is good. 
Let us then earnefily implorehis Divine Good- 
nefS to guide us, t7 counfel us, and to ftablifh 
us; for without him we can do nothing. 

L1 Our 
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Ow SAVIOUR bearing the Crofs to Monnt CALVARY. 


HE fews feeing they had at length 
gotten our Saviour ee their ree 
immediat ut in Ex- 
The fame Tear 33. ecution ae Spulasie of 
Death, which they had with much difficul- 
ty obtained. And their Fury being not a- 
ble to admit of delays, they loaded him 
with his Groft, and made him thus depart 
out of Ferufalem, to go to Mount Calvary, 
which was the ufual place where. Malefaiors 
fuffered death. ela 

But feeing our Blefed Lord (whofe Spirits 
were exhaufted by the undergoing of fo 
many Miferies) fainted under fo great a Bur- 
den (as was the Grofi) which they had 
laidon him; they therefore conftrained 
one Simon to carry it after our Saviour, who 
thus went to Calvary, attended by the in- 
pee Shouts of the People that followed 

im. 

Our Saviour fuffered until he fainted, to 
teach us, not to be difcouraged in Jefs 4f- 
fidions, and to perfevere unto the end. His 
Croft is carried by himfelfand Simon; and 
this Myfery is an Inftruction, and an ad. 
mirable Confolation to all the Faithful, For 
this fhews us, That the Grofs, as well as 
the Yoke of Fefus Chrift, is always born by 
two; by Jefus Chrift himfelf, and by the 
Chriftian who fuffers for him. 

Here is a Man given to the Sen of GOD, 
to eafe him ; but ris GOD himfelf who eaf- 
eth us. And as in the Figure, « Simon the Cy- 
veninn eafed Fefus Chrif in appearance (yet 
"rwas our Saviour himfelf that bore the 
Seite weight of the Croft, for he hada 

ivine Strength, which fuffered-his Body to 
be weakened only as he thought fitting) fo 
"tis we that appear to carry the Crofs‘which 
GOD lays onus; but if we fuffer by the 
Spirit of Jefus Chrift, “tis he in effect that 
bears it, and hinders us from fainting, by 
proportioning it to our Weaknefs, : 
The Son of GOD affures.us, That whofo 


ever takes not up his Crof:,and follows him, 


is not worthy to be his Difciple, for he hath 
€rft carried it himfelf, to the end we might 
be perfwaded by his Example, if we could 
not be fo by his Words. 

The holy: Women that had followed Jefus 


Chriff, and had affifted him during his 
Preachings, attended him when he thus. 
carried his Crofs to Calvary, fhewing by 
their Sighs and Teart what a fhare they had. 
in his Suffzrings ; and therefore the son of 
G2D {peaks only to them, faying, Daughiers 
of Jerufalem, weep nor for me, but rath:r for 


your felwes. He will not be lamented,though . 


his Crofs exceflively deferved it ; teaching us 
thereby, That we ought not to bewail our 
felves in our Affifions above meafure, whe. 
ther they be little, or great, nor fuffer o« 
thers to Jament for us. 

- The time, fays he, wii come, in which 
it will be fatd, Bleffed are the Barren, and the. 
Breafts which have not given Suck; Then 
fhali they fay to the Mountains, Fall on us ; 
for if thefe things be done unto the gren 
Tree, what will become of the dry ? 

If any thing be able to ftop the impati. 
ence of mens Hearts, it muft be thefe lat 
words of our Saviour ‘fefus ae What 
Ghriftien but muft humble himfelf under 
the Hand of GOD, when he confiders who- 
Fefus Chrift was, and what himfelfis ; what 
he has fuffered, anid what he fuffers ? A 
Man muft acknowledge after this, That ifhe 
falls now into lmpatiency and. Murmuring, he 
is guilty of a more extravagant Pride than 
words can exprefs, and makes. himfelf infi- 
nitely morefaulty than thewortt of Cresture:. 

The Crucifixion of our Seviour, is thus 
taken notice of in the 27th. Chapter of 
S. Matthew, After the fentence of Death 
was paft, the Soldiers took him into the 
Common Hall, Stripe him, vefted him witha 
Scarlet Robe, put on his Hesd a Crown of 
Thorns, and a Reed in his Right Band, and 
bowing the knee in derifion, faid, Hil 
King of the Jews; then they Spit on him, 
and Smore him, with deriding Words, and 


difrobing him, led him to Golgosha,the place _ 


of Execution, Then they gave him Vinegar 
to drink, mingled with Gall; they fer up. 
over his Head his 4ccufation, which was,, 
This is Fefus the King of the tews. For his. 
Garments they caft Lgcs, which fulfilled that 
which was fpoke by the Prophet, They par- 
ted my Garment amongft them,, and upon. 
my Viftsre they caft Loss. 

ele 


_MATTH.XXVIL 





16 














Ma Dare blr abhctt, the Wife o Méz an 
ae os oR aCRUCY the BY of Gx & 


i (brs 
For advancenicnl of Chis Work. Contributed Chis J tele - 





0 


7s a 











eee 


= ae a ee 
| Meeby Borage, Qoughtar ities Kar tag bo 

” gira 

Borbegton FET be Cex ee tis tye theeoy dlne 

Rech Gauglicr of the CHarbeura le Rebartlate Earle of Warreix 

Gr advancentont of ther Works Contributed Chir Plate, 















ie a 


MATTH. XXVIL [ 208 J 267 


She Crucifirion 


UR Bleed LORD being come to Mount 
Calvary (where ails iad peta 
was tobe offered, whic 
The fame Year 33. ag prefigured in the 
Creation of the World, and whofe efficacious 
Vertue was from thenceforth to communi- 
cate it felf to all Ages,) he was firft given 
to drink Vinegar, mingled with Gall; but 
when he had tafted it, he refufed it. At 
Jength they ftrip’d him of his Rayment, 
a uuiled him to the Crofs between Two 
Thiever, who were led to Execution along 
with him, that he might the berter pais 
for an Evil-doer, 

Our Bleff2d Saviour like a Sheep (that 
before his Shearers is dumb) opened not his 
Mouth, unlefs it were to pray for his Per- 
fecutors; becaufe they knew not what they 
did, 

But whilft he was thustenderly affe&ted 
towards his Enemies, they forbore not their 
infulting over him, faying, fhaking their 
Heads ; Thou that destroyeft the Temple of 
GOD, and rebuildeft it in Three Days. now fave 
thy felf. If thou be the Son of GOD, come 
down from the Grofs. 

All the People gazed on him, and mock- 
edhim ; alfo the Rulers and Chief Priefts 
reviled him, with Reproaches of his weak- 
nefs in faving others, when he could not 
fave himfelf. The Soldiers likewife mixed 
their Scofs with the reft ; and befides their 
crue] and brutifh Specches, they offered him 
Vinegar to drink. Neither did the Malc- 
fodors {pare him, who fuffered with him, 
for one of them blafphemingly faid ; if 
thou be Chrift, Save thy feif, and us that fuffer 
with thee. . 

But the other being on a fudden en- 
lightned in his Seal, and changed in his 
Heart by a ee » which has proved 
of admirable Confelation to Multitudes of 
Chriftians , and an Occalion of Ruin to 
many others; maintained our Saviour’s 
Caute againft his Companion , and loudly 
pronounced. That as tor their parts they 
luffered juftly ; whereas our Bleffed Lord had 
done nothing amifs. And addreffing him- 
felf to Fefes Chrif, (whom he knew to be 
King in another fort than Pilate did, when 


he caufed that his Title fhould be fixed 


of sur Sadbiour, 


over his Head on the Grofs ;) he entreated 
him to remember him when he came into 
his Kingdom. 

Which Requeft of his our Saviour gra« 
ee granted, and promifed he fhould be 
that Day with him in Peradife; then ex« 
ecuting the Office of a Fudge, he faved one 
of thele Two Thieves , whilit he left the 
other in his Jmpenitency. 

Our Saviour Chrift having feen the Ble/- 
Je' Virgin ftanding at the Foot ‘of the Croft 
with S. John, faidto her, pointing to this 
Difciple, Woman behold thy Son ; and he faid 
to §. Foun, fhewing him the Hely Virgin, 
Behold thy Mother, About the 6th Hour 
there was Darknefs over all the Laxd, unto 
the oth Hour, and about the oth Hour Jee 
Jus cried with a loud Voice, faying ; Eli, 
Eli, Lamafabachthani ? That isto fay, My 
GOD, my GOD, why baft shou forfaken ‘me ? 
Some of the Speétators hearing thefe 
Words, faid he calls for Elias, let us feeif 
Elias will come to fave him. 

And knowing he had accomplithed al] 
a to the leaft Circumftance of whate. 
ver had been foretold by the Prophets con- 
cerning him ; for a Conclufion of all, he 
faid, I thir, And having tafted a little 
Vinegar, and recommended his Soul into 
his Father's Hands, he held down his Head, 
and yielded up the Ghof. 

_ The Holy Fathers tell us, That only the 
Saints are able to underftand the Myfter7 of 
Fefus Chris Cracified, We may properly 
fay concerning this Myfery, That Holy 
Things are for Holy Perfons, ‘The Holy Spiq 
vit muft himfelf rake off the Veil from 


our Eyes, to give us entrance into this im= 


penetrable Myfery to all Humane Wifdom, 
according to thefe Words of St. Bernard : 
Fefu- Corzft dies on the Groft, and he deferves 
to be beloved: He gives his Holy spirit , who 
makes him be beloved. But if the Holy Spite 
vit be not given to a Man, he will fee Feq 
Jus Chrift Crucified, and be will not lov 
+978, “i 
What Shame and Confufion of Face will 
it be to a Chriftsan,to fee Jefus Chrift dying, 
with ungrateful Eyes,without being devout- 
ly affe&ted towards him, who gave up his 
Life for us all? a 
Li2 Chits 
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Cheitt's Bory begg’s and entombdd, 
Our LORD and SAVIOUR laid ix the Sepulchre by 


his Sacrifice on the Crof:, and continued. 

Obedient unto Dsath ; 

The fame Year 33. there happened feveral 

things which plainly 

difcovered who he was, and. made the Jews 

toknow what manner of Grime they had 
committed. 

The Heavens were o’erfpread with thick 
Glonds of Darknefs, during ‘Three Hours ; 
the Veil of the Temple was rent from top to 
bottom ; the Earth quaked ; the Rocks {plit ; 
and Graves were opened ; the dead Bodies of 
many Saints which flept, arofe and left their 
Burying-Places, and appeared to many in 
Jerafalem, 

So many extraordinary Signs made the 
€enturion, (who commanded the Soldiers ) 
and they that were with him to watch our 
Saviour, fay, That doubslefs this Man was the 
Son of GOD, The reft affrighted at thefe 
Prodigies fpake the fame things ; and this 
great Affembly of the People, which came 
to this Speéacle, beholding fuch ftrange 
things, changed their Infulsings into Sighs, 
anid returned back, {miting their Breaéfs, 

In the mean while the Jews (whofe Tem- 
Re it was to be {crupulous in things of no 

eight, yet forward to commit the moft 
palpable Injuftiees) not being able to fuffer, 
that thefe-dead Bodies fhould remain on the 
Grofs during the time of the Pafover, en- 
treated Pélare vo caufe their Thighs to be bro- 
ken, and be taken down from the Crofs ; 
which Pilate granted, 

The Soldiers having found-the- two Thieves 
fill alive , broke their Leggs; but our 
LORD being already dead one amonpit 
them pierced his Side with a Launce, whence 
HWfued out both Water and: Blood, 

At Night one of our Saviour’s Difciples, 
tho” unknown, named Jofep4, of the City 
of Arima:bea, who was a2 good Man, and 
was not any ways concerned in the Death of 
Fefas Carift, but one of his Difciples, came 
holdly to, Pilate, 10 heg our Seviour's Body,, 


Jofeph of Avimathea. 
ESUS CHRIS Thaving accomplifh’d : 


which Pilate granted ; whereupon Fofeph. 
‘| , 


together with Nicodemns, took. the Body of 


our LORD, and embalming it with preci. 
ous Spices, and fhrouding it in a fine Lines 
Cloth, they buried it in a new Tomb, op 
Sepulchre, which he had hewed out of a 
Rock; and he rolled a great Stone to the 
Door of the Sepulchre, and departed. And 
there was Mary Magdalen, and Mary the Mo. 
ther of James, and Jofcs, fitting over ae 
gainft the Sepulchre, 

St. Chryfoftom admires the Zeal of thofe 
two Perfons, who having till then lain hid 
difcovered themfelves in fo important an. 
Occafion. This Holy Fasher often exhorts 
his Hearers, to imitate them, and to ftrow. 
(like them) Perfumes on the Zody of Jefup 
Chriff. He endeavours to confound thofe 
who are infenfible of the 2ffictions which, 
our Saviorr Chrift ftullevery Day fuffers in 
his Members. who are the Faithful that are 
in Whnt, by the Love which thefe Two 
Men fhew him after his Death, Their gee 
nerofity {pares no Coft; they bring Pe 
fumes in abundance ; they expote themielves 
to great Dangers, in making themfelves 
publickly known to be the Difciples and 
Protettors of a Man who had Enemies, whofe. 
Hatred was as lively after his Death, as it 
was during his Life. . 

There is no Body (faysthis Father) but 
are apt to. envy thefe two happy Perfin:, 
and are willing to render unto our LORD’s, 
Body the fame good Offices of Gharity,, 
And yet (fays he ) we may do the fame, 
good Offices every Day with as much Sa-. 
tisfaction , and more Faith, in the Perfons. 
of his Members, in ftrowing our Perfumes 5 
that is to fay, in fhewing our Compaffon to. 
the Poor and Miferable, who are the living 
Members, and: real Bodies of Fefus Chrift, and. 
which he has loved more than that which: 
he took of the Virgin, as is obferved by 
S. Bernard, feeing he has yielded the one to. 
the Crofs, to fave the other from Drath and. 
Esgrnal DeBruttion,. 
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The Mefurcection 


f 210 } 269° 


ef our Aabiour, 


ind Lis Appearirg to Mary Magdalen, ée 


Ltho’ our Bleféd LORD Jay buried in 


the Sepulchre, yet this did not fatisfie 
the yews; for they were 
The fame Year 33. afraid left it fhould be 
publifh’d, That he was 
Rifen ; and therefoie they went to Pilate , 
telling him, that this Jmpoffor had faid, 
when he was living, That he would Rife again 
after bis Death, And therefore they en- 
treated him to feta Watch by the Sepulchre, 
left his Difciples fhould fteal away his Body, 
and afterwards give out a Report amongft 
the People, That be was Rifen. 
_ They blinded themfelves with their own 
Wifdem ; for defigning to hinder before- 
hand (as much as in them lay) our Seviour’s 
Refurrecfion, they confirmed the Belief there~ 
of by notable Proofs. 


For the Sepulchre being thus guarded, and. 


the Stone which fecured it, fealed ; there 
immediately arofe a great Ear:hquake, The 
Angel of the LORD defcending from Hea- 
ain, roll’d away the Stone which lay before 
the Sepulchre, and farthereon : His Eyes fhi- 
ned like Lightning, and his Garzwents were 
as white as Snow, 

The Guards that Yay near the Sepulchre 
were ftruck with Terror, and became as 
Dead Men ; wherefore they haftned to jes 
rufalem, and told the Priefts what had hap- 
ned. Whereupon they immediately af- 
fembled, to confult together what they had 
to do in this Cafe. 

They could not find out a-better Reme- 
dy againft a thing fo evident, than to core 
rupt thefe Soldicrs witha great Summ of Mo- 
ney which they gave them; for which they 
were to fay, Thar whilft they ficpt, bis Difci 
ples came and flole it away. 

In the mean time Mary Magdalen,.and 
fome other Holy Women, whofe Love was 
the fame to Jefus both living and dead; being 
come carly to the Sepulchre, to perfume our 
Saviour's Boay with Sprce:, argued amongft 
themfelves, who fhould roll away the Srune 
that fhut up the Paflage to the Sepulchre. 
But they were greatly furpriz’d, as they 
drew near to it, to fee it open; and yet 
more, when they were. entred in, not finds 
ing him whom they fearched for. 


Mary Magdalen ran immediately to giv’ 
notice of this to the 4poffles ; and S. Pete” 
being come to the Sepulchre with S. :ehs,faw 
the Linen Cloaths wherewith the Body of 
Jefus Ghriff was wrapped. But they going 
away in an Aftonifhment; Mary Magdalen 
tarried behind, fhedding Zears in the Sepuls 
chre. When two Angels cloathed in white 
Raiment, one of which ftood at the Head, 
and the other at the Foot of the Place 
where the Body of -‘efus Chrift lay,.ask’d her, 
Why the wept? To which fhe anfwered, 
They had taken away the Body ofher LORD, 
and fhe knew not where they had Iaid it’ 
And the Angel faid, Fear not, I know that y 
Seek JESUS that was Crucified: He is no® 
here, but is Rifen, as he faid, Come, foe tke 
Place where the LORD lay, and go quickly and 
tell his Difciples , Toat He is Rifen from the 
Dead ; and behold he goeth before you inte 
Galilee, there fhal ye fecehim-: Lo, I have 
told you. 

Turning about, fhe fiw Jefus Chrift in the. 
Form of a Gardner, who ask’d her, What. 
fhe cry’d for? She anfwered, That if he 
had taken her Mafter’s Bedy, he would-be 
pleafed to tell her where-he had laid ir, . 
‘:efus faid unto her, Mary; and immediately 
being tranfportsd with Joy, fhe ran to em-- 
brace our Saviour’s Feet ; who hindred her, . 
Charging her to go and. tell. his. Difciples 
what fhe had feen. . 

This is the firft Appearance which the. 
Gofpel denotes of our Saviour’s.Refurreétion 5. 
and thus happily was the. perfevering Love. 
of this happy Simmer recompenced, - 

Our Saviour’s Refurre&tion. hath appeared 
Juch a.great Myftery to the Saints:, that it 
has made them fay, ’Tis better humbly to aa- 
ore the Greatnefs of it, than to pry our: 
curioufly inte-tt. Nothing can fooner.injpire us 
with an averfation to. all worldly:Glory, than. 
the Circumftances-which accompany it ; feeing- 
they all difcover to Chriftians , that they bez 
not what-they ave for this Life, but for ano- 
ther, of which Jefus Chrift. arifing, bas opene 
edus the Entrance, in making us vifforious 
over the Death, me only. of the Body, out of: 
bhe Soul, 

he 
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The Difciples of EMAUS. 


A ter our Blefed Lord had fhewed him- 
felf to Mary Magdalen, he appeared 
The fame 1 the fecond time to the 

aime Dear 33° Holy Women, who having 
been informed by the ngels, that he was 
Rifen, and that they fhould not fearch for 
the Living amongftthe Dead, they went im- 
mediately to give notice of this to the Di- 
feiples. But whilft they were in the way, 
‘Fefus Chri appeared tothem: They caft 
themfelves at his Feet, who bad them go 
to his Apostles, andaffure them of his oe 
reition, But the Apoftles took whatever they 
told them, foridle Tales. The third Ap- 
pearance is, that to the two Di/ciples going 
tothe Village of Emaus, which was about 
ey furlongs from Jerufalem, 

hen they were difcourling in the way, 
of whatever had happened to our Saviour ; 
our Lod taking on him the form or habit of 
a Traveler, drew near tothem, and dimm’d 
their Eyes, thatthey fhould not know him. 
He asked the Subje@ of their Difcourfe, 
and why they were fad ? 

One of them anfwered him,He was afto- 
nifhed that he alone fhould be ignorant of 
what had paft at Jerufalem lately, touching 
Fefas of Nazareth, who wasa Prophet migh 
in Word and in Deed,before GOD and all the 
People, and how the high Prieffs, and Rulers 
delivered himto be condemn’d to Death, 
and have Crucified him: And we hoped, 
added they, that he fhould have delivered 
Jrael; but this isthe third day fince this 
happen’d. Not but that, faid they, fome 
good Women have ftartled us, in athrming, 
That having been at the Sepulchre before day, 
they could not find his Body there: They 
alfo fay, that they faw Angels there, who 
told them, That ‘fefas Chrift was rifen. And 
fome from among us being gone to the Se- 
pulchrr, found what thefe Women told us to 
be true,and could not in effect find his Body. 

Our Savisur admiring the Dif{ciples fhould 
tell him all that was neceflury to induce 
them to believe, when as yet they perlifted 
in their Ineredulity, cried out, O inientible 
and incredutous to all which the Prephet 
has forcto!d! Ought not Chri? to have fuf- 
fered thele things, and thus enter into his 


Glorp? And beginning from Mofer, and go. 
ing through with all the other Prophets, he 
expounded to them whatever had been faid 
of him, 

Whilft he fpake to them after this man. 
ner they drew near to Emaus; and our Sg. 
viour made as if he would have went farther 
but they conftrained him to tarry with 
them ; it being already late, our Saviour 
yielded to their Entreaties, and entred 
with them into the Inn, and being at Table 
he took Bread, bleffed it, and gave it to 
them. 

At this inftant their Eyes were opened 
and they knew our Saviour, who vanith’d 
from them, leaving them full of aftonith. 
Ment, and asking one another, Whether 
their Hearts were not inflamed, whillft he 
expounded to them the Scrsptures ? The 
arofe at the fame time, and went to Jerufe 
‘em to find the Eleven poftles, to whom 
they declared what had happened, and in 
what manner they had known Jefus Chrif 
when he gave them Bread; and as th 
thus fpake, Jefus ftood in the midft of them, 
and faid unto them, Peace be anto you. But 
they were terrified and afrighted, as fup. 
poling’him a Spirie. 

ur Seviour learnt thefe two D.fciples, 
that we fhould never lofe our Hopes in ex. 
traordinary Events, There could not bea 
greater Diforder than the Death of a Gop, 
yct’twas by that, GOD prepared the reno. 
vation of the World - 
,_, When we think that all is defperate, then 
tis we ought to raife our felves up b 
Faith, and confider the Wifdom of GOD, 
which is fo much the more admirable, that 
it atts by the moft oppofite ways in ap- 
pearance to what it deligns to do. 

The warmth which yefes Chrift kindled 
in the Hearts of thefe Difciples by his Word, 
before he gave them his Body, is of great 
Inftruction. It fhews in what difpoiition 
one ought tobe in Communicating ; and 
that true Piety conlifts more in the Love 


otf GOD, than in externa] Knowledge, fee-_ 


ing that thefe D-fcsples fooner felt this heat 
in their Soxls, than they knew Jefits Chri 
with their Eyes, ; 

Che 
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LUKE XXIV. 


[ al’ 7 


O7E 


Fhe Attention of our SAVIOUR. 


Fter the particular Appearances 
A which our Saviesr as to fome of 
ifciple:, an S 
Dafne Ter 33. Your Women, he thew 
Th fiay May 14. himfelf to his Eleven 
Aifiles, and immediately entred into the 
Chamber where they abode,when they were 
dlat Table. He gave them his Peace, and 
reproached them with their not believing 
thofe who had feen him Rifen, They were 
itfirt aftonifhed, and thought they faw a 
Phantafes ; but Jefus Chrif corre&ted their 
Faas, by telling them that a Spirit had no 
Bones nor Flefh ; and to put them out of 
il Doubts, he fhewed them his Feet, his 
fends, and his Side, 

When then they were o’erwhelm’d with 
Joy to fee him, Jefus Chrif, to perfuade 
them more fully of the truth of his Refur- 
rdim, asked them, whether they had any 
thing to eat ? and he did eat in their fight 
smorfel of broyl'd Fifb, and a little Honey, 

§. Tomes was not then with them; but 
when he returned, the reft told him that 
thy had feen their Mafer. He anfwered, 
_ That he would never bélieve it, if he faw. 
not with his Eyes-the marks of the Nails, 
ad ifhe did not touch them with. his 
Finger, : 

Having remained-firm “in this his Incre« 
dulity, which has prov’d ince fo.ufeful te 
cure us of ours, eight days after. our Sevi- 
nrappeared again ona fudden in the midit 
of his Difciplss, Thomas being with them. 
And having given them his Peace,he plains 
ly fignified, that he fhewed himfelf orily 
tothem to difpoflefs this Difciple of his. 
lncredulity, . : 

Far at the fame time that he. fhewed his 
Futand Hands, he faid unto him, Put thy 


In fine, having appeared feveral times 
together for the {pace of forty days, either. 
to allof them, or to fome of them in par-- 
ticular, when the time of his Afcenfion was. 
come, he ftood in the midft of his Difciples, 
declaring to them, He had received from. 
his Father all Power both in Heaven and in 
Earth, and he fent them into the World to 
preach the Gofpel, to Baptize all Nations, and. 
teach them to obferve whatever he had told 
them, promifing them to be with them to 
the end of the World. And faid unto them,. 
behold, I fend the promife of my Father up- 
on you, buttarry ye inthe City of Ferupss 
lem until ye be endued 
on high. ; 

Having faid this to them, He was takeis 
up into Heaven before their Eyes. And in 
ajcending he ftretched out his Hand on the 
Apofiles, and bleffed them, and immediate< 
ly 4:Gloud received him, and hid him frone 
his Apoftles. 

'Whuft they ftood gazing on him, two: 
dun cloathed. in white. appeared -to ‘them, 
who asked them, why they held their Byes 
thus fixed towards: Heaven ? affuring them, 
that thisfame efas who thus afcended: up. 
into Heaven before. their Eyes, fhould one 
day in like manner..défcend to Jadge the 
whole Earth, And they worfhiped him,. 
end returned to ferufslen with great Gey, 
and were continually in the Temple, praifing. 
and bleffing Gop. . os 

The Holy Fathers have withed, that the. 
Faithful would imitate the pofles in this. 
attentive looking up towards Heaven, that: 
the confideration of Ghrif’s Glory:.may 
make them raife their Afedions from things 
‘below, by remembring, that the. Counrry 
whereunto they tend, that the Breed which 


with Power from 
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Finger into thefe Wounds, and thy Hand into 
my wounded Side, and be not incredulous, 
but believe, 

_ Tamas being immediately hereupon en- 
lightned in hisSow/,and believing more than 
he faw, cried out, my LORD and my GOD. 


nourifhes them, that the Grace which up- 
holdsthem, that the Happinefs which they 
expect, and that the Head, whofe members 
they are, isin Heaven; and that he promifes 
them the fame Kingdom, which he has ob- 
tain’d by the Holincft of his Life, and Merits 
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PEP ZECM HAT. 
Or, the Defcent of the Holy Ghoft. 


Mf” \UR Saviour Chrift Afcending up into 
{) Heaven, commanded his <poffles to’ 
wait in Ferufalem for the 
Gift of the Holy Spirie, 
which had been fo many 


The fame Year 33. 
May 24. 


‘times promifed them, and which was to be 
«the effe&t of his Glory. 


wand therefore being returned from the 
Mount of Olives, where our Lord and Saviour 
had left them, they kept themfelves fhut 
up inan Houfe, where they paft the Day 
in continual Prayersto draw down the Holy 
ee althopgh they were already certain 
they fhould receive him, 
uring this time, St. Peter being infpir’d 
of GOD, faid to the other Dife:ples, that 
to fillthe place of Fadas, who had betray’d 
our Saviour, they fhould ele& one from a- 
mongft thofe who had been always with 
Jesus Grif fince the Baptifm of S.j0bn, to 
Ee Afcenfion ; And.. therefore two Difciples 
aving been chofen from amongft others, 
Jofeph furnamed the juft, and Metthras ; they 
“prayed to GOD, who prefides over Lots, to 


ew which of thefe Two he had chofen’ 


2 be an Apoftle, and the Lot fell on S. Mat- 
shies, = : 
~ When the time of Pentecof,, that is to fay, 
of Fifty Days after. Z-fter, was accom- 
plifh’d ‘Ten Days after our Saviour’s Afcen 
fon; they were all with one accord in one 
place, and fuddenly there camea found 
from Heaven, as of a rushing mighty Wind, 
and it filled the whole Houfe therewith; 
and there appeared (as it were) Cloves 
Tongues like Ferre, which reftedon each of 
them. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghoft, and began to fpeak divers Lan- 
guage:,as the Spirit gave them utterance ; at 
this time all verg/akm was filled with a 
great number of different People, who were 
dtrangely furprized at this Miracle, in fee~ 
ing Perions whomthey knew zo be of Ga- 
dilee, to {peak fo many different Languages ; 
Asking one another whence this Prodigy 
could happen ; and othe:s mocking them, 
faid they were full of Wine, But S. Pceer 


ACTS I 


ftanding up with the other poles, jj 
up his Voice Loldly to refute this i 
telling them they were not Drunt,being bur 
the third hour, and thac what they faw. was 
the accomplifhment of the Oraciss of the 
Prophess,and the works of ; efus,whom the 
had Grucifed. And this is that which the 
Prophet ‘oel fpeaks of; In the laft days 
(faith GOD) I will pour out my spirit upon 
all Flefb, and your sons and Daughters thal] 
Prophefy, your young Men fhall fee Vifions; 
and old Mes dream Dreams; and on my 
Servants and Hand Maids I will pour out my 
Spirit, and they fhall Prophefy ; I will thew 
wonders in Heaven, and Signs on the Earth, 
Blood and Fire. Vapour and Smoak, the Sey 
fhall be turned into darknefs, and the Mos 
into Blood. ee 
. Then was known the truth of which S: 
John {aid in the Apocalypfe, That the Church 
was really defcended from Heaven, and that ; 
our Saviour Fefus Chrift as an eternal -Highi 
Prieft, as David callshiim, built in this day 
a Temple to the Glory of his Father,’ He 
would make this Myftery fenfible, thathis 
Enemies who came in Crowds to Ferufatm; 
might not doubt of it. He then fhewed 
himfelf Vi&torious over thofe that had Cre 
sified him, and that theit Fary ferved only. 
to accomplifh his defigns, He made his 
Church Holy, as an everlafting Monument 
of his #:Zory, which will fhew to theend 
of the World, that Men and Devils thall be 
all confounded in the Enterprizes which 
they form againft Jefus Chriff, and againt 
his Membcrs, The Admiration which all 
the Saints have fhewed, at the Gift which 
GOD beftowed this day on Men, will eafily 
make us judge, That one ought to defire 
nothing on Earth, but the Holy Spirit ; and 
the delays which GOD has ufed in fending 
his Holy spirit on Esrth.doth clearly enough 
fhew us with what earneftnefs we ought to 
ask it, when we have it not as yer, and 
with what care it ought to be preferved, 
when one has received it. 
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ACTS. II. 
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Eye Lame Cured. = 


Ss. Peter wsiraculoufly Cures a Man Lame Srom his Birth. 


Hen GOD blefed the firft Eftablith- 
V ment of ae ee a divine 
. Life of the Primitive 
The fame $F 33° Chriftians, who immedi- 
ately had all things in Common, that they 
might not be troubled with worldly Mat- 
ters, but only attend to Prayer , and the 
Word of GOD ; The Apoftles, who diligent. 
ly laboured to enlarge this Holy Edifice, 
wrought feveral Miracles in Jerufalem, which 
filled all the Jews with Aftonifhment, and 
increafed the Number of the Faishful. 

One of the moft Remarkable was that 
wrought by S. Peter, when going into the 
Temple to Pray, he faw a Man lying at the 
Gate of the Temple called Beautiful, who 


was Lame from his Mothers Woxb, to ask; 


Alms of thofe that entred. into the Temple, 


This Man fecing S, Peter and S. John look=. 


ing on him, he Jooked alfo on them, ex- 
pecting that they would give him Money. 
_ §. Peter told him, he had neither Silver 
nor Gold, but what he had he would give 
him,and thereupon bad-him in the Name-of 
Jefus Chrift to arife immediately and walk, 
He took ‘him at the fame time by the 
Haxd, lifted him up, and immediately his 
Feet and Ancie-bones received ftrength, fo that 
he ftood firmly, and walked fteddily, He 


alfo leaped. for Joy, and entred: into the. 


Temple with S. Peter, to praife GOD in the 
Sight of the People for this Favour, who 
Were greatly furprized at the Miracle, as ha- 
ving known this Man of a long time, 

S. Peter and S$. Jokn obferving , that all 
the People gazed on them , asked them 
why they beheld them with fuch Admira- 
tion, as if they had been the-Authors of 
this Miracle; which made S. Peter to tell 
them, "twas in the Name of Fefus, through 
Faith in his Name, that this Max is cured 
and made ftrong, which ye fee and know ; 
hence §. Peter took Occalion, to reprefent 
to them the Crime they had committed 
in putting our Saviour to Death; which 
he yet in fome fort extenuated, in faying, 
They did it through Jgnorance, He afters 


wards exhorted them to Repentance, thew. 
ing them, as an Encoura ement, That 
"twas to them GOD had firth fent his Son, 
and that they were the Children of the 
PMRphets. 

Five Thoufand were converted by this 
his Difcourfe, and then the Rulers came, 
being much troubled at their Exhortations 
to the People, and preaching our Saviour’s 
Refurreétion, nt 

They feized on the Apoftles, and threw 
them into Prifon,till they had finifhed their 
Confultations, ‘The next Morning they 
caufed S. Peterto be brought before them, 
and ask’d him in whofe Name they had 
done this Miracle ? 

S. Peter boldly replied, in the Name of 
the Lord Fefus, whom they had Crucified. 
Thefe Priefs sacha the Conftancy and 

ifdom wherewith they fpake, whom 
they knew to be Illiterate and Ignorant 
Me, they caufed them for a while to-with- 
draw, that they might-have further. time - 
to delibetate what to do with them ; and 
confidering how. publick this  Airacle. 
was, which they came from doing ; they 
thought it beft to have them recall’d, and 
to give them a ftri& Charge, never to fpeak 
in this Man’s Name any more. “ 

But S.Peter and S.Foln appealed to 


themfelves, whether ic was more jatt to 
‘obey them than GOD , who had. coms. 


manded them to declare what they had 
Seen and heard. But thefe Priefts making no 
reply, fent them away with great Threats: 
nings. | een 
This Anfwer of S. Peter, when he was 
in the Hands of his Enemies, fhews fuch an 
unthaken Courage, together with fuch- 
Wifdom, as all the Saints have admired $-: 
who when they have feen them{elves in 
fuch like Occafions, where GOD on the one 
hand, and Men on the other , command 
them contrary things, they have imitated 


.the Wifdom of this Holy ‘Max, in faying, 


with as great Humility as Conftancy ;, We 
mult not obey Men rather than GOD. : 
Mm Abe . 
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ACTS y, 


The Death of ANANIAS aad SAPHIRA 
: his Wife. 


Aint Peter being come out from the 
S Affembly of the fews.came with Saint 
sobn, and the Apaftics, to 

The fame Year 33. the Difeiples, who were 
in great Trouble for 
them. They informed them how all things 
had paft, and the Threatnings which the 
Priejcs had ufed towards them ; which the 
Difciples having heard,they all unanimoufly 
lifted up their Voices to GOD, entreating 
him to confider the Threats of thefe a¢-7, 
who had conipired againft his Sex ;and to 
give Grace to his People, to preach the Word 


~ with all Boldnefs. 


When they had ended their Prayer, the 
Place fhook where they ftood; and they 
were all filled with the Ho/y Ghoft , and 


arcs the Werd of GOD with great free-.. 


om. All thofe that received the Faith had 
but one Heart,and one Sox/, no Bedy amongft 
them poffefling any thing in private, all 
that which they had being in common, fo 


that there were no Poor amongft them ; for - 


when any one of the Faithful had Lands, 
they fold them, and brought the Money, and 


Jaid it at the dpoftles Feet,who afterwards di-- 


ftributed it according as every one had need, 
‘The whole G:ty had an extream refpe& 
for thefe firlt Fsithful, and when they were 


in the Temple, no Body durft joyn himfelf 


untothem. Inthe mean time S. Peter (both 
by his Miracles and Preachings) increafed the 

lumber of the Difciples, healing the sick 
with his. Shadow only. All Ferufalem, and 
the Cities round about, came and placed 
their Sick in the: Streets, tothe end, that in 
pafling by, his Shadow might light onthem 
and heal them, 

‘Thus when the: Faithful were filled with 
the Confolation of the Holy Spirit, there hap- 
ned an. AStion which troubled their Joy, 
and fhewed the Power of S. Peter in another 
manner than the miraculous.Gures that he 
had hitherto done, 

Ananias having fold an Eftate, refolved 
with his Wife Saphira, to retain fecretly a 


gat of the Moacy, and came and broughe 
he reft, and laid it at the: 4poftles Feet. 


Difimulation, which feemed to put upon 
GOD himtelf: He therefore demanded of 
dinanias, why he faffered himfelf to be fo 
furprized by the Devil, as to lye to the 
Holy Spirit, in keeping back part of the 
Moncey, Could you nut (faid he) have kept jour 
Eftate without felling it; or keep the Money 
after you have foldit? You have not attempted 
to deceive Men, but GOD. 

Thele Words, were Words of Thunder for 
Ananias, and he fell down dead at the fame 
inflane. ‘Three Hours after, his Wife Se. 
phira (not knowing of the Death of her 
Husband) entred in where S. Peter was, of 
whom he demanded, Whether *twas true 
they had fold their Eftate for fo much? 
She anfwered, ¢ was. §, Peter {aid the fame: 
to her as to her Husband; and added, that 
the Perfons which came from carrying a. 
way her Husband were at the Door, and 
would carry her away in like manner. This. 
Wornan fell down dead at the fame inftant, 
and thefe Men entring, carried and buried 
her with her Husband. 

What hapned to thefe Two Perfons,.cau- 
feda grew Terror among ft the Faichfal, They 
learnt from fo vifible a Judgment of GOD, 
how difpleafing Covetoufnefs is in his Sight,. 
and how contrary to that Spirit of Charity, 
which he has fpread among Chriftiaw. If 
the Procefs of Time , and the Corruption. 
of Manners have introduced it fince, the 
Céurch has.no-lefs.Horror at it at prefent, 
than fhe fhewed then in the Perfon of S. Pre 
ter, She ftrikes no longer with. a Tempo- 
ral Death thofe who are fubje&t to-her, bee: 
caufe fhe would have too many Perfons to. 
punifh, She knows that GOD {peaks but 
one, and after this retires, to give place to 
Faith, who believes alfo as certainly what 
was feen but once, as if itfhould happen 
every Day. . 

In the mean time, this Efpoufe of Jefer 
Ghrift Jaments. continualy the invifible 
Death of fo many covetous Perfons, who dif 


honour her Spoujz, and who make of the. - 


Ghurch, (according to the Gofpel, and Words. 
of S. Bernard) a Den of Thieves, who live: 


S. Pet:r was wounded at the Heart at. the on Prey and Labour only to- enrich theme 


Sight of this. Coveteufsefi , joyned with a felves with the Spoils of Pafengers. 
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St. Stephen (the fir Dartpr) oned to Death. 


‘% 7 Hen theChurch daily increafed,tke 
VV Sadduces were thoie who fhewed. 
moft difpleafure at it : 

The fame Year 33. They feized on the 
. Apofiles, and caufed 
them to be imprifoned ; but at Night an 4x- 
gel came and delivered them, and command- 
ed them to go and Preach boldly the Go/pel 
tothe Peop/r, The next Morning the Priefs 
being affembled, gave order to have the 4 
pofles brought before them ; and were great 
ly furprized to hear, that the ®rifon-deors 
were taft fhut, but that the Prifoners were 
not there to be found. At the fame time 
other Perfons came and told them, That 
they {pake publickly to the People,Order was 
immediately thereupon given, to lay hold 
on them, and bring them into the afembly, 

The High Prief# demanded of them, Why 
they Preached in the name of Jefus? To 
whom S. Peter returned the fame Anfwer as 
heretofore, That they ought rather to obeyGOD 
than Men. 

At thefe Word: they became furious, and 
‘confulted together, to put them to Death: 
But Gamaliel, one of the moft confiderable 
Perfous amongftthem,recommended to them 
thetaking heed of what they did. He re- 
membred them of fome Paffages which late- 
ly hapned ; by which he fhewed, That if 
this Encerprize and Deffrine were of Men, 
they would diffipate of themfelves ; but if 
of GOD, all refiftance would be in vain. 

They, were fomewhat cooled by thefeRe. 
monftrances, contenting themfelves with 
caufing the Apoftles to be Scourged, and for- 
bidding them to fpeak ever hereafter of Jefus, 

The Apofles came out from the Council 
full of Joy, in that they had been judged 
worthy to fuffer for the Name of Sefus. 

Some time after there arofe a Mifunder. 

ding among the Faithful. The Greek 
Converts fuppofing their Widows were neg- 
leted, and that only thofe of the Hclrews 
were admitted to certain Offices to which 
they were appointed, complained of this 
Slighting to the <poftles, who bad them 
Choofe feven Men amongft them who were 
filled with the Holy Ghost, that the burden 
of thefe Cares might be laid on them, Of 
thefe Seven ( which were called Deacon: ) 


the moft confiderable amongft them was S. 
Stephen, who wrought a great many Mire~ 
cles, by reafon of the greatnefs of his Faith, 
Atthe fame time feveral Enemies rofe up 
againft them ; but they were not able 
to refift the Holy Spirit, which {pake by 
his Mouth. Being then too weak for him in 
point of Reafoning, they had recourfe to 

Witneffes, and gained Perfons who pub- 


lithed amongft the People, That Stephen 


ceafed not to blafpheme againft the Law of 
the Temple, Te was cited before the Aftme 
bly, where he defended himfelf with words 
full of Zea and Piety, He reproached the 
Jews with the hardnefs of their Hear:s and 
Obfinacy, whereby they refifted the Holy 
Spirit, and perfecuted the Prophets, who 
foretold the Coming of our Saviour, of 
whom they were lately the Betrayers and 
Murtherers, 

Thefe Reproaches tranfporting them into 
Fury, they ran impetuoufly on S. Stephen ; 
who having appeared (during this Dif 
courfe ) with the Countenance ofan Angel, 
cried out at length, That he faw Heaven, 
and $efus fitting at the right Hand of his Fa- 
ther, They haled him immediately out of 
the Town and whilft they were Stoung him, 
this 4oly Man kneeling on the Ground,pray~ 
ed GOD with a loud Voice, to forgive his 
Perfecutors ; and he gave up the Ghoft in this 
Prayer, 

he Church has celebrated chiefly in this 
Proto-Martyr, the Charity he fhewed for 
thofe who put himto Death. Herein hee~ 
{pecially appeared to be the true Difciple of 
Jefas Chrift; and fhewed, that the <dposto- 
lical Liberty with which he fpake, was only. 


an effe& of his great Love to them. ‘Tis not 


tohate Men, to fhew them with earneftnefs 
the great Abufes they commit. No Body 
loved the Jews better than 5. Stephen, and 
yet he reprozches them boldly with their 
Obftinscy. Yet thefe Reprosches are with. 
out bitternefs, wrath, and clamor. He was 
a Dove (faith S. duftin ) whofe Pafion was 
witkout any Gall; Hz Jpeaks earncftly to th:m, to 
wanguifh the barduc{s of their Hearts ; but he at 
the fame time burns with Zeal for their Salva- 
tion, and oftrs to GOD his Blood, fer shofe 


who foed it. 
Mm: Whe 
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ACTS VIIE 


Khe Cunuch Waptized, 


S¢. Philip the Deacon declares the Chriftian Faith to. the 


Aethiopia’s Exzuch, 


NE of the Advantages which the 

C) Church received by the Death of St. 

Stephen, was the encreafe 

The fame year 33. of the Perfecution, which 

was begum againft her, 

whereby the Virtue of her Children became 

more firmly eftablifhed. The Faithful were 

difperfed throughout the moft remote Pro. 

vinces, and by this difperfion the Faith was 
planted in all parts of the known World, 

About this time §. Philip the Deacon went 
to Ssmaria, where he Preached the Gofpel, 
and Converted feveral Perfons, who were 
affected with the holinefs of his Doéfrine,and 
the great number of his Meracles. When 
they all came in Crouds to be Baptized, Si- 
mon, who was a great Magician, and had for 
along time feduced the whole Town of 
Samaria by his Enchantments, did alfo be- 
lieve, cauted himfelf to be Baptized, and 
became S, Philip’s Difciple. 

The Apofiler, who remained at: Jerufalem 
during the Perfecution, hearing that the 
‘Town of Samaria had embraced the Faith, 
fent thither S. Peter and S. John, to confer 
on them the Holy Spirit, which they had not 
yet received. 

_ Simon obferving, that thefe two Apofiles 
conferred the gifts ofthe Holy Ghof by the 
Impofition of Hands, came and offered 
them Mony, entreating them to give him this 
Power, to the end that all thofe on whom 
he fhould lay his Hands, fhould alfo receive 
the Holy Ghoft. i 

S. Peter was moved with a juft Indigna- 
tion a gainft this Man 3. Thy money Perfh with 
thee, anfwered he, who believeft the Gift of 
GOD is to be purchafed at that rate. This 
Holy Apoftle thus ftruck with an Anathema, in 
the perfon of this Man,all thofe wiio would 
imitate him in any Age.of the Church, 

S. Peter and §. Foba having finifhed at Sa- 
marie what they had to do, returned thence 
to ‘ernfalem, and the Angel of the LORD bid 
Philip go the Way which led from “‘erufae 
fem to Gaza ; where being arrived, he faw 
an Exnuch belonging to the (ec of Ethie 
opis, who was # great manin that Court, 
tsturning from Jerufalem, where he came to 


een 0 
ana Baptizes him. & f ; 


worhhip the True GoD. He was.in his 
\Chariot, and read part of the Prophecy of 
Isiah, ‘The Holy Spirit commanded Piilip 
to approach this Chariot ; which having 
done he heard what he read, and asked him, 
If he underftood ir. The Eanuch returned 
this meek Anfwer to Pailip, That he want. 
ed an Interpreter. He therefore prayed 
him to get up into his Chariot, and expound 
itunto him. The Paffage was this, He way 
led as a Sheep to che flaughser, and opened nap 
his mouth: He remained filent as a Sheep before 
the Shepherds. Whereupon the Eunach defi. 
red Philip to inform him, of whom the Pro- 
phet {pake in this Place; whether of himfeif 
or offome other. Philip took thence an oc 
cafion to declare jefas Gari unto him. And 
the Exnuch believed what-ever was fhewed 
him. The Chariot being then come to a. 
place where there was Water, he caufed ir 
to ftop, and demanded what hindred his be. 
ing Baptized ? Philip anfwered him, Thatif 
he believed, he knew no Impedient : Which. 
the Eunuch affirming, they both defcended 
into the Water, where Péilip baptized him s, 
who was, as it were, the firft Fruits of his 
Gentilifm, Whén he came out of the Water 
the Spirit took up Philip, and the Eunuch 
faw him no more, praifing GOD, with great 
Tranfports of Joy, for the Grace he had res 
ceived, 

This feems, as if GOD intended in: this 
occafion, to inftru& fuch-as do Idolize the 
Perions of thofe who have inftructed them 
in the Faith, 

This Eunuch had no fooner received from. 
Philip the knowledge of Jefus Carift, but 
GOD took him away from him; and fo far 
was he from afflidiing himfelf hereupon, 
that he continued on his way praifing GOD, 
and rejoycing in believing, 

GOD makes ufe of Men, as Inftruments 
0 convert us, and dovs permit us to revcrince. 
tiem in a fubordinate degree. But at the fame 
time, Le expeits we fhould pals over from them. 
to him, there to find our true Joy and Strength, 
remembring that he that plants, and he that wa- 
bers, are nothing, fecing *tit GOD who givss 
the iucreafe, 

Che 
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ACTS. IX. 
abe Conberfio 


cus, was furrounded with a great 


‘HE Fait which the Charch gathered 
T by the Death ofS. Stephen, ended not 
The Year. * in the Perfecutios which fole 

@ 2er' 34 owed it; for it was the oc- 
cafion of the Converfien of S. Paul, who ha- 
ving been one of S. Stephen's greateft Perfi- 
eaters,was one of thofe who felt with greateft 
eflicacy the benefit of this Martyr's Prayers. 

For when Sau! breathed nothing but 
Blood, and the flaughter of the Chriftians, 
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n of &. paul, 


‘Saul having received Letters fromthe Chief Priefts, t020 to Damat= 


Light, and ftruck to the Ground. 


and faid unto him, . Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jefus chat appeared to thee in the Way, bas 
Sant me to thee, to the end thou maif-recover 
thy Sight, and be filled with the Holy. Ghoff, 
At the fame time things like Scales dropt 
from his Eyer, and he faw clear, and was 
Baptized: And having received Nourifh- 
ment, he recovered his ftrength,and remain~ 
ed fome days at Damafeus with the Chrifii- 
ans, Preaching in the Synagogue of the Jews, 


and had obtained Letters from the Chief That Jefus was truly the Son of GOD. 


Priefis to go to Damafcs:, to apprehend all 
the Cbriftians he could find,.and bring them 
bound to Jerufalem; he was immediately 
furrounded with a fhining Light which ftrnck. 
him to the ground, and.he heard a Voice 
which {aid unto him, Saul, Saul, why perfecue 
tt thow me? Who artthou LORD? an- 
fwered he: Iam JESU'S, whom thou per- 
feute?. And Saul trembling at this word, 
cried out, LORD, what wilt thou have me to 
di? Fefus Chri’ commanded him to arife, 
and to go into the City, where he fhould-be 
told what fhould be expected from him, 

_ Thofe who accompanied him in this Moy- 
oge, Or Journey, were furprized at this E. 
vent. They heard a Voice, but faw not 


whence itcame :*And. Saui arifing from the- 


Ground, opened his Eyes, but could not 
fee, and therefore they led him by the hand 
as far as Damafcus, where he was for three 
days without his fight, as alfo without eat 
ing or drinking any thing. 

There was in this Town a Diferple named 
4nanias, whom GOD commanded in the 


| Night to go into a Street he named to him, 


and to enquire in the Houfe of Judas for one 
called Saut, who was of Tarfiss. 

énanias fhewed at firft fome unwilling- 
nefs, alledging, he had heard of this Man, 
and the mifchief he had done at Jerufalem 
to all the Chrifians, and that- he came only 
to Damafcus to carry away Captives all thole 
who calledupon his Name. But GOD com- 
manded himto do what he had enjoyned 
him; becanfe Sax! was a chofen Veilel, to 
carry his Name before: Kings, and all the 
People of the Earth. 

He went thento feck kim in the place 
felted to him. He put his Hands on hin, 


All were aftonifhed to fee the moft viog. 
lent Perfecutor of the Ghriftians, become the 
moft zealous Preacher of the Faith, 

The Jews at Damafcus, whom Saul ev 
day: confounded, could not patiently fuffer 
this change, and therefore they made feveral 
attempts on his Life. But the Difciples adver= - 
tifed of it, let him down in the Night by a 
Cord from the Walls, whote Gates were hut 
that he might not efcape. 

Being come to Jerufalem, he endeavoured 
to join himfelf to the reft of the Difciples. 
But when every one was afraid of him, as. 
not knowing his Converfion 3 Barnabas took 
him, led him to.the 4poftles, and related to 
them whatever had happened to him in the. 
Way, and what he had done at Damaftus, . 

He was then at length received asa Dif- 
ciple of Fefus Chrift, and having ‘found az 
Ferufalem (by reafon of his Zeal) the fame 
peril as at Damafcas, he was conftrained. to’ 
retire to. Tarfus. has 

The Converfion of S. Paul, whick war 
heretofore the Foy of the Church, 2s now its 
Confolation ; which. makes her bape, GOD: 
will bring into her Fold rhofe,; that heretofore 
perfecuted her with the greatef}. Violence. For this. 
Example teaches us, not to-defpair of any one. 
S. Paul fays bimafelf, That GOD has chofen-him, 
to certifie all the World of this Truth, and to. 
wi the riches of his Mercies,; even to the wort. 

of Men. .; 

It has been the Wifh of the Fathers, to lie 
continually like 5. Paul in @ flate of abafee- 
ment before GOD, and to fay to him from the 
fame difpofision of Soul thefe word:, which de- 
note a true Converfion: LORD, what wilt 
thou have me to do ? 

Car- 


| 
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Csenelius 


VV Hen S. Paul began to make appear 


the firft effects of his ardent Zeal 
for the Church, who was one 
The Year 39. day to bring into her Bofom 
fuch a great number of People 

by his Labours ; §. Peter endeavoured for his 

part to gain more and more Souls to Felts 

Corift,. He wrought every moment confide- 
rable Miracies; He Cured one dneas, that 
was fick of the Palfie; and raifed up (at 
the Difciples Requeft) an holy Widow named 
Tabitha, who had rendred her felf Famous 

for her Charity; And had the happinefs of 
firft Preaching the Chriffian Fay to the 
Grutiles, of whom S. Paul was foon after to 

be the 4poftle, And inthis manner was car- 
ried on this great Work, which was fo diffi- 
cultthen, by reafon of the Zeal which the 

Fewifh Converts had then for the Law; but 
which yet wasto prove of fuch happy con- 
fequence to us in the enfuing Ages. 

Cornelius (famous for his Piety and heey) 
being in Cefarea, where he commanded a 
Company of Soldiers, called the Italian Band, 
faw in a Vifon (about the Ninth hour of the 
day) an <dugel, who told him, That his 
Prayers and lms were favourably heard and 
regarded by G O D; and therefore he orde- 
red him to fend to Jopps, to enquire out one 
Peter, who would tell him what GOD de- 
fired of him. The Ange! thus left him with- 
outany further Inftruction, in obfervance 
of the Orderof GOD, who will have Men 
to depend on one another. 

Cornelius {ent immediately hereupon fome 
of his People to Joppa, and told them what 
he had feen. When thefe Perfons drew near 
to the Town, S. Peter Praying, about Noox fell 
into an Extafie, wherein he faw Heaven o- 
pened, whence came down a great Sheet,fafte 
ned at the four Corners, which was full of 
all forts of Four-footed Beafts, and Feathered 
Fowls; anda Voice faid, Peter, Kill and eat. 
S. Peter at firft excufed himfelf, and faid, He 
had never eaten any unclean Meats: But he 
was anfwered, That he muft not call that 
anclean which GOD had purified, 

Whilft S. Peter was mufing what this 
Vi fon might mean, which appeared at three 
different times, Cornelius his Servants entred 
into the Hoxfe, who told him, That their 
Master had fenr them,to entreat him to come 
and vilit him. §. Pecer lodged them in the 


ACTS X 
Waptized. 


Houfe, and fet out the next Morning with 
them, taking certain “ews along with him ' 
Whilft he was entring into Cejarea, Corneting 
(who expetted him, with his Friend: and Rp 
tations) went to meet him,and caft himfecifar 
his Feet: But S. Perer lifted him up, faying 
to him, That he wasalfoa Max, When they 
were entred, S. Peter reprefented immediate. 
ly by Corucdus, the averlion which tig ex 
had to converfe with the Gentile) Ind he 
asked of him, Wherefore he fent for him, 
Cornelrus recounted to him his Fafisn, akcer 
which S. Peter declared cfs Chrift to him ; 
and whilft he was yet {peaking, the Holy 
Ghoft defcended on all them that were pre. 
fent, whom S. Peter caufed immediately to he 
Baptized. He tarricd fome days with them, 
and at his Return,the Jews nvurmured much 
at what hehad done. But this humble Dif. 
ciple of .efus Chrift, far from angrily Rebu. 
king thofe,who fo unjuftly blamed his Con. 
duét, would on the contrary give them an 
account of it. Herepeated to them in or. 
der his Viffon, and alfo that of Corzchas. He 

added, That they might inform themfelves 
of the Truth of thefe things by Six Witnefts, 
which he had brought along with him ; and 
that in fine, he could not refift the Holy Spie 

rit,and that feeing it defcended on thefe Per. 
fons, he could not refufe to Baptize them. 

This modeft Anfwer ftopt thefe Com. 
plaints, and became fince to all the Church 
an admirable Example for its Paftors; which 
jhews them, That they Jofe-nothing of 
their Authority, when their Charity leads 
them to ufe Condefcenfion and Moderation 
towards the People under their Charge. 

Altho’ this Complaint of the Vaithful s 
gaint S. Peter wai uninft, (Lays S. Gregory) 
y6t did he juftifie himfelf before rem with great 
Patience and Milduefs 5 and far from Siping 
their Accufatiens by the Authority of his Com 
miffion in that cafe, he referred even tkofe wh 
did not believe him, to the Witinefies be bad 
brought along with them. 

This is the Example which the Hely Fs 
thers have propoted in like occafions,inwhich 
they have ever fhewed, That the Authority of 
the Minifters of the Church, is hererm diferent 
from that cf Earthly Princes, it being always 
tempered with Sweeincfs and Charity, and has 
for an End not their own Glory, bur the Salvae 
tion of ‘sheir People, 

Saint 
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Saint PETER celivered ont of Prifon in the Night 
by an Angel. | 


fed inthe profecution of S, Stephen, 
planting by degrees the 

The Year 42. Faith, Converted many Peo- 
le in Ansizch; which the 

Apfles having known at Jerufalem, they 
fent thither S. Barnabas, who was affeéted 
with great Joy, when he faw how graciouf- 
ly GOD had dealt with this Town, And 


Ts Faithful, who having been difper- 


" being full of the Holy Spirit, he exhorted 


them to continue firm in their Holy Refo~ 
lutions. From thence he went to Tarjus, in 
fearch after S. Paul, whom he brought to 
Antioch, where they dwelt together for a 
Years fpace. They here inftru&ted an infi- 
nite number of People, and with fo great 
fuccefs, that inthis City the Faithful be- 
ganto aflume the Name of Chriftians, 
Then a Prophet named Agabus, Prophe- 
fied, there’ would a great Famine happen 
throughout the ‘World ; and therefore the 
Ghriftians of Antioch refolved to fend as 
great Contributions as they could make, to 
Jerufalem, by the hand of S. Barnabas, and 
S. Paul, : 
Aboutthistime King Herod perfecuting 
the Church, having already killed S. James 
(the Brother of John) with the Swerd ; and 
becaufe he faw it pleafed the Jews, he pro- 
ceeded further to put S. Peter to Death. 
Having then caufed him to be apprehended 
atthe Feat of the Paféver, he delivered him 
to four Quaternions of: Soldiers, to. keep 
him in Prifon the whole eight days, inten- 
ding aftcr Esfter to bring him forth to the 


People, and publickly to put him to death.. 


The whole Church interefling it felf in 


the Death of fo great an 4pofte, drove on. - 


without intermiflion its Prayers and Cries 


unto GOD, who favourably heard them : 


Forthe Night before the Day that S. Peter 


wasto be. Executed, an. Angel filled on a. 
fudden the whole Dungeon with great Light, 


where this Apoftle Jay fleeping between two 
abba 

The Angel truck him, and awakening 
him, faid, Make haffe and rife; when im- 
mediately the Chains wherewith he was 


fattened, dropt off his Hands ; and the. As 


gel {aid unto him,: Gird thy felf, and bind on 
thy Sandals, caf thy Garment about thee, and 
follow me ; and he did asthe Angel bad coxt 
manded kim, and followed him without knowing 


what he did, thinking he was in a Dream, or 


thouzhe he faw a Vifion : When they were’ past 
the firft, and the fecond Ward, or Watch, they 
came to the Iron-Gate, which leads to the City 
‘which opened to them of its own accord; and 
they went out, and paffed on through one Street, 
and then the Arige! vanifhed from him. 

Then did S. Peter come to himfelf, and 
knew that GOD had fent his angel to deliver 
him from the hand of Herod. He went 
thereupon immediately to the Houfe of 
S. Mark’s Mather, where. there were many 
of the Faithful affembled, who fpent the: 


Night in Prayers. 


hen he had knock’d at the Door, a 
young Damfel named Rhodias, who knew 
S. Peter’s Voice, inftead of opening, imme= 
diately the Door to him, ran back, to tell 
thofe that were in the Houfe the joyfnl 
News of S. Peter’s deliverance. Some iaid,. 
the was befide her felf ; others faid,that per-- 
haps’twas his Angel: But this holy Apoflle 
continuing ftill to knock,they were ftrange.- 
ly furprized at the. opening of the Door. 

S. Peter made figns to them to be ftill and’ 
told them how the ngel had delivered him 
from Prifon ; and having enjoyned them to. 
give notice theréof to S.fames, and the reft 
of the Brethren, he immediately departed. 
from Ferufalem,to retire into another place.. 

Zhe Church then Experienced, That GOD 
is the Sovereign difpofer of all Affairs: in the 
World, and Jets what Bounds he pleafes to the 
Power of Men: Heopens and fhuts she Prie 
fon Doors, Men only execute what be bas be- 
fore decreed; and therefore this Primitive: 
Church, infructed by the Holy Spirit-bimjilf 
in thefe Truths, did not run foliciting after Men 
Ser the deliverance of S Peter, but utttered ber 
Requefis to GOD, whom fhe knew to be the Mae 
fier of Liberty and Captivity, as wel as of 
Life and Death. Thus did fhe obtain of GOD- 
what Herod would have refufed her, and aw: 
Angel did-whatever Men could not do. 


Che 
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The Lame Cured. 


Saint PAUL Cured « Lame Man, and obftrutted the People the 
would Sacrifice to him as to aGod. 


Fter the miraculous Deliverance of §. 


_ A Perer, the Hiftory of the 44s fcarce- 


ly {peaks any more of him, 
“The Year 43. being wholly employed in 

relating the Actions of S. 
‘Paul, This Holy Apoftle having carried to 
Ferufalem the Charity of Antioch,with which 
he had been entrufted, was chofen with S. 
Barnabas. by the Holy Spirit, to enlighten 
all the Provinces of Afa, and propagate 
the Faith throughout all Greece. 

He fhewed in Paphos his Zeal againft a 
falfe Prophet, who hindred the Proconful 
Sergius Paulus from believing in Fefas Chrift. 
For this Holy Apofle of the Gentiles being 
full of the Holy Spirit, beheld this Impofor, 
and faid to him with an Apoftolical Liberty : 
‘O thon {wl of af craft and fubtilty, Child of the 
Devil, and enemy to all Rightcoufnefs, how 
long wile thou pervert the ways of the LORD, 
‘which are firait ? The hand of GOD is upon 
thee, and thou fbale become blind, 

He had no fooner faid thefe words, but 
‘this Seducer was ftruck with Blinancfs; and 
he fought fome body to give him their 
hands. ‘Thus did he fhew in his Perfon the 
folly of thofe, who inftead of having re- 
courfe to GOD in the Evils he fends upon 
them, fearch only humane Remedies. 

The Proconful admired this Miracle, and 
‘believed in Jefus Chri with a profound ve- 
neration of his Do&rine, and to fhew, that 
“tis the Holy Spirit who affeGs the Heart, 
and that all outward applications are of lit- 
tle efficacy, unlefs feconded by the Impref- 


- fions of his Grace ; the blindnefs which the 


Magiciaz experienced in his Perfon, chan- 
ged him not, whereas the only fight of this 
Prodigy converted the Proconjul, 

Some think that ’tis of this Sergius Paulus 
that S. Paw! (called before Saul) hastaken 
thename of Paul, which is ever given him 
fince this Converfion, in the Book of the #és. 

S. Paul Preaching afterwards at Antioch, 
ended his Preachings by dreadful Threat- 
sungs of the Anger of GUD, and fhaked 


off againft that People the Duft of | his Feet 


Thefews revenged themfelves of thefe juft 


Remonftrances in the City of Ionia, whofe 


Inhabitants they fo greatly animated ;. 
gainft 5. Paw/,that they threw Stones at this 
holy Apoftle, who was thereby obliged to 
withdraw to Lyfira. oer 

It was in this Town he found a Man Lem 


from his Birth,and obferving he heard him 


fpeak with great Attention, he {pake to him 
aloud, That he fhould arife and fand on 
his Feet, which immediately he did. 
The People affeéted with this Mirach, 
would needs Sacrifice toS. Paw! ands 
Barnabas, whom, they refpe&ed as Gops 
defcended from Heaven, and took on them 
the form of Men. But thefe humble Dif. 
ples of Fefus Chri, rent their Cloath:, and 
reprefented to thefe People, That they 
were only Men like unto them, whoex 
horted them to give over Worthippin 
Idols, and adore the only true GOD, thar 
made Heaven and Earth, The Jews came 
immediately hereupon into the -Townof 
Lyfira, and there ftirred up the People,who 
changing according to their ufual lightnef;, 
the Divine Honours which they would give 
S. Paul, into an excefs.of Fury ; for they 
drove him out of the Town, ftoned. him and 
Jeft him half dead. Then was feen the 
ftrange effetts of Charity in a Soul when'tis 
mounted to its higheft degree, For S.Paul, 
tho” covered with Wounds, and black with 
Strokes, yet at that very hour betook him- 
felf to Preaching afrefh, and to declare to 
the Faithful more by thefe bloody Marks, 
than by his Words, Zhat we muft through ma 
Pa eunnons enter into the Kingdom of 


S. Gregory admires the great Courage of . 


this Apoftle ; They ftone him, ays he, and yet 


he leaves not off ro Preach ; They may kill his | 


body,but they cannot quench the Fire of his Zeal, 
So true is what is {aid by an holyPerfonage, 
That the {mart and fiar of Death are weak, when 
the Faith and Love of Jefus Chrift reer be 
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ACTS.XXVIII. 
be Shiptoerck 


C\Aint Panl being come to Jerufalem withe 
out being terrified with the Miferies 

; er which the Prophet Agabus 
Tne Year 46. foretold he fhould fuffer, the 
Sews were not long before mee made him 
feel the effects of their Hatred. ‘They feized 
on him ina great Tumult,which they made, 
and the Tribune being come to appeafe it, 
fnatched S. Paul out of the hands of his E- 
nemies. Altho’ this Holy Apofle was batter’d 
‘with frokes, yet this hindred him not from 
defiring leave of the Tribune to {peak to the 
People.But when he gave a publick account 
of allhis Conduét, the Jews being encourag- 
edat his affirming, that he had a Call from 
GOD to Preach the Faith to the Gentiles, they 
cried out aloud, That fucha Fellow was not 
worthy to live. And as the Tribune was 
ready to torment him, S. Pes! demanded, 


Whether "twas lawful to Scourge a Roman ? | 


andtheyimmediately gave overmifufinghim. 
_ The next Morning the Tribune brought 
him before the Affembly of Prie#s,to know - 
what they thought of him Then S. Pas! ju- 
ftifying himfelf with great. freedom - of 
Speech, Ananias the High Prieft caufed to be 
given him a Box on the Ear; S, Paw! told this 
Judge, ‘That GOD would one day ftrike him 
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of St, Paul, &c. 


nour having fpoken of him to King dgrippa ; 
this Prince, with Queen Berenice his ‘Wife, 
would needs hear him, and they: concluded 
he was innocent, and that he might have 
‘been fer free, had he not appealed to Gefar. 
__ A Captain then named jslius, was entru- 
fted with the condudting of S. Pas! to Rome, 
and after a long Navigation with contrary 
‘Winds, they arrived at length at the Hle of 
‘Crete, where S. Paul advertifed them 2 
Tempeft would foon happen ; butthey did 
‘not believehim; And when it. came, this 
‘Holy Apofle comforted them, affuring them, 
that not one of them fhould be loft. *Twas 
known in effe&, that the Revelation he had 
was true; forthe Véfel being batter’d to 
pieces, they all got to fhoar the -beft ‘they 
could at the Ifle of ‘Malta, whofe Inhabi- 
‘tants received them with no {mall kindnefs. 
hey immediately kindled a Fire to dry 
‘them, and S. Pas! having taken up fome of 
the Fewel, wis bit by a Vper, which made 
‘thefe barbarous People think that hé‘wasa - 
‘witked Man, feeing the Wrathof GOD fol- 
‘lowed him both by‘Ses and Land: But when 
_they faw S. Paul thake off the Viper into the 
Fire without receiving harm, ig! foon 
‘changed their minds, and believed he was 


in like manner, In fine, He efcaped the ill a GOD. He healed in this Ifle the Father 
Defigns of this 4fémbly, by faying, Tliat all ‘of Publius, the Governour thereof, with fe- 
his Crime was, that he believed the Refur- veral others, In fine, having ftayed there 
reBion of the Dead, which immediately cati- “three Months, he departed thence, and ar- 
fed a divifion amongft the Judges. Awhile ‘rived at length at Rome, where he affembled 
after forty of the ‘greateft Zealots amongft |immediately the principal Perfons amongft 
the Jews made'a Vow, neither to-eaf nor. the Féws, and gave them an account why he 
drink until they’ had kill’d him. S. Paul : had appealéd to Cafar. He endeavoured to 
was informed of this Confpiracy by his Ne- “bring them. over‘to the Faith of Jefus Cérift, 
Phew, and advertifed the ‘Tribyne thereof, but found them little difpofed thereurito. 
who made S. Paul to depart front Ferufatem. ‘The és end here; and inform us of no 
with a good Convoy,. conducting him'te . more, faving that S. Paul dwelt two ‘years 
Cefarea, to put him in the hands of Felix, ~ at’ Rome in an Houfe which he hired, and 
S. Paul fully juftified himfelf before this ‘where he Preached the Faith to all thofe tliat 
Governour,who knowing his Innocency kept ‘ would come and hear it. 
him in Prifon, only becaufe he expe&ted'Mo- —S. Chryfoftom, amongft.allthe reft of the 
ney to be given him for his liberty. The time “Fathers, has had this Holy pofle in greateft 
of his Government being expired, he left Pome Reverence.. His Life was his admiration, . 
tus Feftus in his place, who immediately re- is Labours the mitigations of bis Sufferings ; 
jeQed the artificial Addreffes,and urgentEn- and we told his People, that he would rather 
treaties, which the Yews made him, to fend choofe to be in Chains with 5. Paul, than to be 
$.Paul to Jerufalem, choofing rather to Judge in Glor7 wish she Angels in Heaven. 
him at Cefarea, where he was, This Gooey e 
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' to continue faithful to death. 
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6 Che Alpocalpps. 


The Seven Gelden Candlesticks, &c. The Revelatious of S. John ia 


the Aposalyps, How Fefus Chrijt fhewed himfelf unto him. 


Ltho’ thatthe Revelations which GOD Perfecutions, and his uninterrupted Piety» 
made to: S. John are all Myfterious, but that he blamed his want of Courage. 
and very obfcure in themfelves, yet the whereby he fuffered a falfe Prophetels tq 
Saints have found them to contain moft ex- feduce the Faithful. 
cellentInftrudtions ; as oftasthey Readthem | Tohim of Sardis; That lie was as dead 
with an humble frame of Sou/, without in the fight of GOD, altho’ believed to be 
prying too curioufly into the depths of them, ‘alive, and that his Works were imperfeg . 
The firft Vifion which this Holy dpoftle had that he muft repent, and remember what he 
in the Hfle of Patmos, wherein he had been had heard and received, otherwife he would 
exiled, ‘was, that being ravifhed in Spirie come upon him,and furprize him like athisf 
one Lord’s Day,he heard behind hima Noife Tohim of Philadelphia; That he loved 
like the found of a Trumpet, which comman- him for his Fidelity,and Patience inSufferings 
ded him to write what he faw. Andhebe~ altho’ otherwife he had not much Strength, 
held .feven Golden Candlefticks, and inthe In fine, to him of Lacdiceas That he 
midft of them one like the Son of Manx, could not fuffer his Lukewarmnes,and would 


cloathed with a Jong Robe, and girded with therefore Spue him out ofhis Mouth :"Thar 


a Golden Girdle; his Hair was white as Snow, ‘he thought himfelf rich, though he was in. 
his Eyes {parkling like Fire, his Fect fhining deed poor, blind and naked: That he thould 
Tike the pureft Brafs, and his Voice was as therefore purchafe Gold purified by Fire to. 
the Noife of the great Waters. He had fe- enrich lumfelf, and Garments white’ as 
ven Starsin his Hand; there came out of Snow to cover his Nakednef;. 4, 
his Mouth a fharp Sword, and his Countenance _ Thefe Judgments which our LORD, when 
was like the Sun at Noon-day. Rifen, made in Heaven of thofe who ferve. 

As foon as ever S. John beheld him, he him on Earth, have fill’d the Holy Fathers 
fell at his Feet as one dead; but he raifed with aftoniflment, S. Gregory, (amongft o- 


_ him up, telling him, that the feven Stars thers) feemed to be much ffartled at them, 


which he held in his Hand, wherethe feven He recites, fayshe, all the good which thefe 


Angels, that isto fay, the Bifhops of the Se- Bifbops have done, and yet declares to them, | 


ueii Churches. He commanded him to write “he will not pardonthe 1 which they have 
what he faw, and to tell thisin particular done, till they have throughly reperited of 
to thefe feven Bifhops :. To that of Ephefus, it. He ftriftly obferves what progrefs every 
That he commmended ‘him for his Vertue one makes in Vertue; and’ how-he draws 
and Zeal againft wicked Livers, and for . back from his firft fervour, He marks out 
; but yet blamed one-fingle defaule amongft, many great Vere 


Sis Patience in ee 


and admonifhed. him, to remember whence ‘ mixtuie., One only Omiflion, and one one 
be wag fallen, and to Repent. ly want of Vigour ina juft. accafion. of-. 


To him of Smyrna; He fhould comfort ‘fends hiin, and miakes him. threaten Perfons _ 


Kimfelf, feeing he was Richin his Peverty, otherwife vertuous, to remove their Candle. 
and unreproveable inthe midft of allthe tick, and give away their Crown to others. 
Galumnies publifhed againft him: Thathe —_In fine, faysthis Holy Prelate, our Seviour 
thould arm himfelf againft freth Perfecusi. Chrift fliews us by this divine Revelation,. 
exs which were ready to fall upon him, and what great Reafons the moft juf have for 
Hamitiation ; for fhould he. fhew them the. 
To him of Pergamus; That he praifed bottom of their Harés,they would find fuck 
him for his Faithfulneft, but he did not vigo- fains,.as would make them ‘have.a low e-. 
x6ufly enough oppofe Errors ; that hefhould fleem for whatever appears commiendable: 
vherefore repen: of thisand take newC€ourage. in them, and would fill them with an holy 
Tothe Bifhop-of Tayatira; Thathe knew “Indegnation againft themfelves.. a 
this Gharity to ths Poor, his Cunftancy in. ipeae 


of his. firft Zeal; .#uet, and reprefents them as foil’d by this. - 
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APOC. IV. 


‘UR Lord having difcourfed to S. John, 

“in his 1ft Revelation, the Secrets in his 
Church on. Earth; 
he afterwards mani- 
fefted [to him what 
continually _paffes 
in that of Heaven, 
He was fnatcht up 


_ $.John wrote Lis Reve- 
lations Before bis Gofpel, 
when he was banift'd tn- 
to Patmos 4y Domiti- 
an, a the ah pr 
having been releajed oy se ee 
Nerva tn the Year 96. ae she . ae 


that fat thereon, who appeared in bright- 
nefs like a a/per Stone, and Sardine Stone,end 
there was a Rain-bow round about theThrone, 
swhofe colour refembled the Emerald. Round 
about thé Throne, were 24 Seats or Thrones, 
and upon the Seats were 24 Elders, fisting cle~ 
thed in white Rayment, having on their Heads 
Crowns of Gold; eut of the Throne proceed 
ed Lightnings, Thunders, and Voices ; and 
there were feven Lamps of fire burning before the 
Throne which are the 7 Spirits of GOD. Aad 
before the Throne, there was a Sea of Glafs 
hike unto Cryftal. There was in the midft_ and 
round-about the Throne four Beafts full of Eyes 
before and behind ! The firft Beaft was like a 
Lion, the fecond like a Calf, the third had a 
face like a Man, and the fourth was like an Ea- 


and they were full of Eyes within, and they re- 
peated anceffantly this Canticle. which the 
Church has fince made ufe of; Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almightly, which was, 
and is, and isto come. When the 4 Ani- 
mals fang thisSong, the 24 Elders fell down 
before him that fat onthe ‘Throne, and caft 
down their Crowns at his Feet, faxing, Thou 
art worthy,O Lord, to receive Glory and Ho- 
nour and Power ; for thou haft created all 
things, and ’tis thro’ thee they do fubfift. 

S. fokn faw afterwards in the right Hand 
of him. that far on the Throne, a Book, but 
fealed with 7 Seals, and an Angel. cried with 
aloud voice, Who is worthy to epen the Book, 
and to break the Seals thereof? but no one 
could open it, or look upon it. 

S. John was fo troubled at this, that he 


fhed Tears, when one of the Elders bid 


“({ 224 ] 
Heaben Opened. 


Saint John fees Heaven opened, 


gle; rhefe 4 Beafts had each of them 6 Wings, 


283 


and relates what he faw therein. 


him ceafe Weeping, becaufe the Lion of th® 
Tribe of Judah, that isto lay, Fefus Chrifts 
had obtained by virtue ofhis Death pow- 
er to open this, and to break open the Seals 
thereof. — ; 

He beheld at the fame time inthe midft 
of the "Térone of the 4. Animals, and the 24 
Elders, the Lamb which lay flain, and had 
7 Eyes, and 7 Horns, ‘The Lamb took after- 
wards the Book out of the right Hand of 
him’ who fat on the Throne, and immediately 
the 4. Animals, together with the 24. Elders 
fell down before the Lamb, having each of 
them Harps, and golden Cups full of Incenfe 
and Perfumes, which are the Prayers of the 
Saints. ‘They faid to the Lemd in their Gan- 
ticles, Thou Lord art worthy to take the Boot, 
and open the Seals thereof, becaufe thau haft fuf- 
fered deathfor us, and redeemed us unto GOD 
by thy Blood out of every Nation. 

At the fame timean infinite Company of 
Angels joyned in this Song of Praife, and 
faid, To him that fits on the Throne, aud to the 
Lamb, be Honour and Glory World without 


end. 

Thefe bleft Spirits, who remember in the 
midft of their Joy, that their happinefs 
comes only from GOD, are too humble .to 
attribute their Vitories to themfelves; and 
therefore they give GOD the glory ofthem, 
as the only Author, from whence all good 
things do flow. 

The Holy Fathers have admired in the pro- 
found Adoration, which they render to jefus 
Chrift, denoted by the Lamb, that one of the 
chief fubje&ts of their Praifes is, the open- 
ing ofthe Book and breaking open the Seals 5 
which is to fay, that he has opened to us 
the fenfe of the Holy Scriptares by his Death 
and Refurreffion, We had this Book before, 
but it was fealed, and we had it, as not 
having of it. Now thar the Mytteries 
are unveil’d, “tis very reafonable we 
fhould adore him, who has given us this 
Light, and that we continually nou- 
rifh our Seuls with the words of Ezernal 


Life, 
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APOC. Chap. VL 


be Wook with Seben Seals, 
What hapued at the Opening of the Book Sealed with feven Seals, 


VW\ / Hen the Lam had received the 

si power of opening the scan seals, 
atthe opening of the firft, ». Joos faw a 
whtre Horfe, and he that rode thereon had a 
Bow, a Crown was allo given him, and he 
Went out conguering, and to conguer, 

Atthe opening of the fecond Seal there 

appeaed another Hrfe reprefenting War : 
‘ He was of a reddifh colour, and he that 
rode on him,had power to banifh Peace from 
the Eurr,andto make Men kill one ano- 
ther, and there was givento him a great 
Swer7, : 

At the opening of the third Seal there 
apecared a n'ack Hurl’ ,which denoted Famine 
Hic that rode thereon had in his Hands a 
Pair of Scaies; and S. Juhu heard this Voice 
coming from the four Animals, a Meafure 


as Blood ; the Stars fell from Heaven on. 
the Earrds even as a Figetrec cafteth her 
untimely fruit when fhe is fhaken by a 
mighty wind : And the Heaven departed as 
a Scrow/,when itis rolled together,and every 
Mountain and [fend were moved out of their 
places. And the Kings of the Earth, the 
Grandes of the 4 orld, the chief Caprains of 
War, and every Bond-man, and every Free. 
man hid themfelves in the Dens and Gaverns 
ofthe Earth ; and they faid to the Rocks 
and Mountains fall on us, and hide us from, 
the face of him that fits on the Throne, and. 
from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great. 
day of his wrath is come, and who shail be 
able to ftand? 

The Holy Fathers have admired in thefe 
Myfterious Viffons the excellency of this. 


ef Wheat for a Penny, and three Meafures of Divine Book, wherein they are reprefented, 
Barly for a Penny, and .ce that thou kurt not For when they difcover to us thefe terri. 


the Oy! and the Wine. 

At the opening of the fourth &eal there 
appeared a pale Horfe, which reprefented 
Mortalty and Peflilences; and he that was 
mounted thcreon was called Death, and 
Hillfollowed him. There was power gi- 
ven: him over the fourth part of the Earth, 
to put:Mento death by the Sword, by Fa: 
mine, by cantagious Diftempers, and by 
wild Beajts,. : 

Ar the opening of the fifth Seal, §. Jobs 
fiw. under, the altar the Souls of them that 
were flain for the Word of GOD, and for the 
teftimony which they held, and they cried 


ed with a loud. Mice, yn How long O. 


Zsrd, holy and true, doft thou not judge 


and aveng: our Blood on them that dwell, | 


onthe Esrth? and whte Robes were given 
to each of them, and ir was faid unto them, 
thatthey fhould reft yet-for a little feafon 
until their fellow Servants alfo, and their 


Brethrez, that fhould. be killed as they were, | 


fhould be fulfilled, 

Ag the, opening of the fixth Seal was 
feen, what will one day be the Terror of 
the Uick:d, in the day I fay of the Lamé’s 
wrath, For there was.a_great Earthquake, 


the. Sun became black. as Jet; the Moon red. 


ble Plaguer, wherewith GOD in his fevee 
rity doth ftrike Men, and relate to us the. 
dread wherewith they will appear before. 
him inthe Day of his Wrath, it doth it 
with. moft ively and piercing Inaginati-. 
Ons ; for altho’ the Spir:t only regards thefe. 
things confuledly, yet a mans Heart js. 
ftruck by them with an holy Awe, and feels 
it {elf carried to reverence thefe7ruths in the. 
obicurity which accompanies them, in- 
ftraGing it felf by the little Light difcove.. 


red therein. 


This, is that which made S. Deny: a 


Alixaxdria fay, according to the relation. 
of Eufebius, Lam perfwaded that the Book of the 
Revelations is as admirable, as "tis little: 
known : For althe 1 do not underfiand the words: 
of it, yet Tknow they contain great Senfe under 
their obfcurity and profoundncf:. I make not my. 
Self the Judge of thefe Truths, neither det: 
meafure them by the fmallnef: of my Undere- 
franding ; but giving more to. Faith. than. 
Reafon, 3 believe then fo much raised 
above me, that "tis not. poffble for me to: 
attain unto thom; fo. that FE cftcem them not 


the lefs, when I do not compreand them ee 


bute I reverence them fo much the more 3, 
ta.that I do nos comprekend.shem,. 
be. 
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APOC. Chap. VII. [ 226 J 28% 


Tre even Angels with che (eben Lrumpets > 


What bippened when the Seventh Seal was opened. 


Vv Hen the Lamb had opened the third part of the Sun, of the Moon, and of” 


feventh See/, there was filence the Sters was obfcured, and the Day was 
in Heewen forthe fpace of half an hour; deprived of the third part of its Light, and . 
and there was given to the feven dngels, the N zht likewife. ; 
which waited about the Térone of GOD, fe- Then S. John faw and heard the Voice of - 
yen Irumpets — an Eagle, who flew through the midf of 
At the fume time thereappearedanother Heaven, and faid.with a loud Voice, Wo,we, 
Angel, who ftood before the ditar, having we, unte the Inbabitants of the Earth, by rea= 
aGeden Ceafer in his-hand, in which was fon of the found of the Trumpets, with whick- 
a great quantity of Perfumes, that: he might the three other Angels mere to found. 
offer the Prayers of all the Saints on the. It appears from al thefe Plagues with: 
Gulden Altar. which ftood before the Throne. which GOD frikes Men invifioly, that his 
And the Smoke. of the Perfumes of the Patience 1s not always long abufed; and that 
Prayers of the Saints ariling from the Hand be fets boands to that gentlene{s wherewith he- 
of the angel, afcended up before GOD. fuffers them (during fome time) in expettation - 
The <dazel afterwards took the Cenfer, of their amendment, when at length they have- 
and filled ir with Fire from the Altar, and provoked his Anger, every thing: Serving as: 
laving caft iton the Eerth, there was heard Minifters of bis engeance; and the An»- 
a noite in. the Air of Thunder and. Earth. gels thensfelves, who are fo ready to do af 
akes. good Offices to the Jult,.and rejayce with fo 
Then the feven Angels, which. had. the great Gharity at the Converfion of Sinners. 
feven Trumpets, prepared to found. with are the firft who arm themfelves againft the 
em. lp Impenitent, so revenge the Glory of the GOD* 
The firft Angel founded. with his Zrum- of Heaven, againft the outrages of the Earth. 
ys, and there arofe a great Storm of ‘Hail, They found with the Trumpet, snd call she’ 
mingled. with Blood,which fell on the Earth; Mifcbiefs with a mighty Voice, which is al- 
and the third part of the Earth and. Trees ways followed by the Effet ; becaufe they neq- 
were burnt, and the. Fire confumed every ver fpeak; but by the Orders of GOD, whofe 
en Herb, ; Will they think only of accomplifbing, to which 
The fecond 4ngel founded: with his Trum- thei own iz: fubmitted. Cea 
pet, and as it were, a gréat Mountain burn--. Thefe Explications of thefe Holy Figures, . 
ing with Fire, fell inta the Sea; and the. may be uncertain and different in this great 
third part of thé Sea was changed intoBlood; objcurity which environs them. But it is cet- 
the third pare of the Fjb died, and the: tain, they tend all to imprint-on ss @ greater - 
third pat of the Veféls thereon were loft,. horror for Sin, | by the confideration of . the 
The third Angel founded, and there. fell vifible and invifible Plagues wherewith GOD > 
from Heaven a great burning Star, like a punifbes them, to make us ‘defpife the Goods of 
Torch, which fell on the third part of the this World, which verifo like Smoke, 
Rivers and Fountains, This Star wascalled. and fear the Miferies of the other, which are 
Wormwood; andthe third.part of the. Warers Inevitable, a: well as Eternal; and to fay. 
having been changed into Wormwood a great: often unto GOD ~with David, .in the awful 
number of Men died, having drunk-there-. confideration ef his Jultice, tempered with - 
of, becaufe they were become bitter. great confidence in bis Mercy: Who knows. 
The fourth singel founded, and the Saw, the Power of his Wrath, and whois Jufficiently > 
the Moon. and the. Stars having been ftruck afraid of his Torrort, | 


with darknefs in their. third. part; The. 
re Gye: 
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APCC, Ix, 


Die Loeuks. 
| The fifth ana fexth TRUMPET.: 


HE fifth Angel having founded with 
TT his Trampet, S. John {awa Star which 
fell from Heaven unto the Earth: and to 
him was given the Key of the Bottomle/s Pit; 
and having opened it, there arofe 2 Smoke 


dike that of a great Furnace, and the Sun, 


and the dir were darkened by reafon of the 
Smoke of the Pit: and there came out of 
the Smoke Locu#s upon the Earth, to whom 
Was given the fame Power as the Scorpions 
of the Earth had. And it was commanded 
them, that they fhould not hurt the Grafs 
of the Earth, neither any green thing, or 
Tree, “but only thofe Men which had not the 
Mark or Seal of GOD on their Fore heads : 
to them was given Power, not to 
Kill, but to torment them for five Mouths, 


The hurt which they did them was like ; 


‘unto that which the Scerpios doth when he 
Strikes a Man. 

And in thofe days the Scripture teds us, 
that Aten fhall feek Death, and not find it ; 
they thall with for Death, and Death fhall 
fleefromthem. . 

Now thefé Monfters, in form of Locnfts, 
were like unto Horfes ready for Battle; and 
on their Heads were (as it were) Crowns like 
Gold; their Faces were like the Faces of 
Men, and their Hair like that of Women, and 
their Teeth like unto the Lions; and they 


had Breast plates, as it were Of Iron, and’ 


the found of their Wings, was the found of 
Chariots and many Horfes running to Battle. 
“They had Tails’ Jike Scorpions, and there 
“were Stings in their Tails, and their Power 
“was to hurt Mcn five Months. And they had 
a King over them, which is the singel of 
the Bottomlcfz Pit called the Defroyer, One 
«Wo is paft, and there fhall come two Woes 
‘More hereafter. And the fir We bein g 
paft, the fixth Angel founded his Trumpet ; 
and S.johr heard aVoice fromthe four Cor- 
“ners, or Florns of the Golden Altar, which 


is before Gop, faying to the fixth Angel 
- Which had the Trumpet, Loote the four Ane 


&s which are bound in the great River 
_Fuphrates, And he unbound thofe four 
aagels, who were Prepared for an dour, a 


day, a month, and a year, to flay the thirg 
partof ‘Men, And the number of the 
Army of Horfemen were Two hundred . 
thoufand thoufand, 

S. Jehu faw alfo Horfes in the Vifion, and 
them that fat thereon had Breaft plates of 
Fire, and of Facinth and Brimftone; and the 
Heads of the Hor fes were as thofe of Lionr, 
and there came Fire, Smoke and Briwfone 
out of their Mouth. And with thet 
three things, the third Part of Men were 
killed, 

‘The ftrength of thefe Horfes were 
in their Moutes, and in their Tails, which 
were like unto thofe of Serpents, and 
had Heads, and with them they did grear 
Mitchief, : 
And the reft of the Afez which were not 
killed by thefe Plagus, yet repented not of 
the works of cheir Hanas, that they fhould 
not worlhip Devils, and z20/s of Gold and 
Silver, and Brafs and Stone, and of Woed, 
which neither can fee, nor hear, nor Walk: 
neither repent they of their Murtocrs, nor 
of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, 
nor of their Thefts. 

S. Gregory fays, That this fifth and fixth 
Plague denote thefe Men which perfecute 
the Saints. The firt are like to Locufts, 
which fting with .their Zils ; And fuch, 
faith this Father, are thofe that poyfon Men 
With Fatteries, and who {miling in their 
Faces kill them with their Tails, who under 
a pretence of Friendfhip, {eek only an occa. 
fion to deftroy them, 

The fixth Plague of the Horfes, which 
hurewith their Maths and Tuils, denotes 
according tothe fame Fazher, thofe who 
ufe their Tongues to corrupt the De@rine and 
Truths of theGo/pel,and who doing mifchiet 


thus with their Months, do moreover ene 
deavour, fays this Holy Fazher. to do mif= 


chief with their Tails” in relying like the 


drvans heretofore, onthe Power of Great 


Men, that uphold them ; whereby, though 
they are contemptible of themfelves, yer 
by thefe Props they render themfelves for« 
midable to the Church, 

She 
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APOC. Chap. X. | 
Fhe Hifion 


moe At tte ee ema 


Head « Rainbow. 


Aint John faw another mighty ugel 
.) come down from Heaven, cloathed with 
aCloud, anda Rainbow was.upon his Head ; 
and his Face was asit were the Suan, and 


his Hand a little. Book’ open, and he fet his 
right Foor on the Sea and his lef Footon 
the Earth, Sin) . 
And heeryed witha loud Peice, like as 
when a Lion roareth ; and when he had thus 
cryed, feyen Thunders uttered their Voices; 
And when the fevem Thunders had -uttered 
their Voices, S. John was aboutto write their 
Words; but he heard:a. Voice from Heaven, 
which faid unto him, feal up thofe things 
which the feven Thunders uttered, and write 
them not. Then the sagel which S. Jobu 
faw ftand upon the Sea, and uponthe Earth; 
lifted up his Hand to Heaven, and {wore by 
him that liveth for ever and ever, who crea- 
ted Heaven, and the things that therein are, 
andthe Earth, and the things that therein are 
and the Sea, and the things which. are 
therein,that there fhould be time no longer : 
But in the Days of the Hoice of the feventh 
Angel, when he fhall begin to found, the 
myftery of GOD fhould. be finifh’d; as he 
hath declared to his Servants and Prophets. 
This Voice which S. John heard from 
Heaven, dire&lied it felfagainto him, faying, 
Go and take the little Book, which is open in the 
Hand of the Angel, which Sandeth on the 
Sea and the Earth, And he went to the 
Jngel and faid, Give me the lictle Book. 
And the Amgel faid, Take it, and eat it, 
and it fhall make thy Bely bitter, but it 
Shall be in thy Mex:h as weer as Honey, 
S. John took the little Book cut of the 
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Of another mighty Angel which came down from Heaven, whofe Face 


“was as it werethe Sun, his Beet like Pillars of Fire, which he fet 
the one upon the Sea, and the other onthe Earth; 


his Feet as Pidars of Fire. And he held in | 
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having on his | 


| The Explanstim of this Vifion which 8. John bad. . 


Angels Hands, and eat it; and found in 
effect, that it was in his Mouth {weet as 
Honey; but having fwallowed it down, it 
proved bitterin his Belly. 

. And the. Angel faid unto him, Thou 
muft Prophefie again before many People, 
and Nations, and Tongues, and Kings, _ 

This Book, according to the Holy Fathers, 
and efpecially S. Gregory, is the Holy 
Scripture, which is the true Food of‘ our 
‘Souls, We. cannot’ digeft it of our felvés, 
fays this Father, GOD muft give us his 
afliftance, as he gives ithereto S. joln,. 
and elfewhere. to the Prophet Ezekzel, 
‘..We devour this Book, fayshe, when 
GOD difcoverstous the Myjferies of it3. 
and this underftanding which he -gives us 
lof it, is fweetto our taft as Honey. But 
at the fame time, this Book which’ is fo 
fweet inthe Mourb, becomes bitter in the. 
-Stomach ; which denotes, That weak and 
carnal Minds cannot relifh the -Zraths’,. 
which are the delicacies of the Jaf. 

- This Figure farther fignifies, according . 
to S. Gregory, that when the Word of GOD 
- begins to become fweet in our Moxth:,.and. 
we begin to find our pleafures m it, our 
Stomath, or Belly, which is to. fay, the. 
‘bottom ef our Hearts, whofe defects this 
Word ditcovers to us, is filled with bitter. 
nefs; becaufe: that the more we know 
GOD, the more we:know and underftand. 
-our felves, and bewail the Mifery rooted 
in us, altho’ before we did not perceive it’s. 
that we may often fay to him, with the 
Royal Prophet: Lord, All my defires are to- 
wards thee, and the fighings of my Heart are: 
not bid from thee, 


Che 
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Abe Death of the Moo pPophees. 
The Vifion which S. JOHN had of the Two Prophets flain, whe 


afterwards rofe again. 


‘A Freer that S. Fohn had taken the Book’ 


out of the hand of him which prefen- 
‘ted it to him, there was a Reed given him 
like untoa Rod, with which he was ordered 
to go and meafure the Temple of GOD, and 
the Altar, and them that worthip therein. 
But he was not to meafure the outward 
Court of the Temple, becaufe it was given 
unto the Gentiles, who.were to tread the Holy 
City under foot forty and two Munths, And 
I will give power, faid GOD, to my two 
Witneffes, who fhall Prophecy a thonfand 
two hundred and threefcore Days, cloathed 


In Sackeloath, Sn! eS 

Thefe two Propiets ate the two Olive 
Trees, and the two Candleftichs, ftanding be. 
‘forethe ‘GOD of the Earth; And if an 
«Man will hurt them, a Fire will proceed 
.out of their Mouths, which fhall devour their 
Enemies; And if any Man will hurt them, 
‘he =muft in this manner be killed, They 
have the power of fhuting Heaven, that 
there may fall no Resin during the time 
they fhall Prophecy; and they have recei- 
ved the power of changing the Waters in- 
to Blood, and ftrikirig, the Earth with all 
forts.of Plagues as oft as they will, 

And having finifhed their Teftimony, 
the “Beaft which afcends out of the Bosrome 
defi Pit, thallmake War againft them, and 
‘vanquifh and kill them, 

Their Bodies fhall lie in the Streets of the 
spreat City, which Spiritually is called Sodem, 
and Egypt, -where alfo our Lord was Cruci- 
fied,.and Men of feveral Notions, Tribes and 
Languages, fhall {ee their.dead Bodies lying 
onthe Eorth for three Days and an half, and 
fhall not fuffer their dead Badies to be put 
in Graves. The Inhabitants of the Earth 
thall rejoyce to fee them in this condition 


*make Feasts, and fend Prefents to one ano- 


ther,’ becaufe thefe two Prophets much 

tormented thofe that dwelron the Earth, 
As future things are already prefent, or 

rather palt inthe light of GOD, io §, Fox, 


* according to the cuftom of the Prophets, hav- 


ing related the beginning of this Hifory asa 
‘thing to come,continues it as if’twere alrea- 


The feventh Trumpet. 


dy paft. And after three Days and an ha 
aad he, the Spirit of Life Ror: GOD cet 
into them, and they ftood upon their Fer 
and great fear fellupon them that faw them. 
And they heard a great Voice from Heaun, 
faying unto them, Come up hither: And the 
afcended up to Heaven in a Cloud, in the 
fight of their Enemier, And at the fame 
time there was a great Earthquake, and the 
‘Tenth part of the City fell, and Seven thou. 
fand Men were kiild by this Earthquake 
and the Remnant were affrighted, and gave 
glory tothe GOD of Heavin, : 
The fecond Wo is paft and behold the 
third Wo cometh quickly. And the fevent) 
Agel founded his Trumpet, and there were 


y great Yorces in Heav-n, faying, The King om 


of this World were become the Kingdoms of 
our LORD, .and of Sefus Chrifi: And he 
thall Reign for ever and ever, and the 24 
Elders that fate before GOD ontheir feats fel] 
upon their faces, and worfhiped GOD, The 
Nations of the Earth were at wrath, but the 
time was cometo extirpate the wicked, and 
recompence the Seints andthe Prophets, 
- “The Chureh (according to the Obfervati. 
‘on of S. Auftin) willendas it began. She 
‘was _perfecuted in her firlt Birth, and the 
fhallbe more towards the end of the World 
For not only thefg two Saints mentioned in 
this part of the Revelations, but an infinite 
number of others thall then fuffer Martyrdm 
with an invincible Gexfancy. And there. 
fore S. Auftin fays on this Subje& ; what 
aré wein comparifon of thofe admirable 
Men which fhall then be; feeing we think 
it fo painful to refift che Devil, altho’ he be 
at prefent Chain’d, whereas thefe great 
Saints will combat and tread him under 
their Feet in atime when he thal be let loofe, 
and wherein he fhall fet upon them with 
his utmoft ftrength and fury? Yer willit 
then be as true as’tis now, “That the Drw/, 
will have no more power than Chri@ fhall 
,give him, and that he will only give him 
as much as fhall be neceffary to try and 
manifeft the moze the Virtue of his Ete. 


Che 
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APOC. Chap. XIII. 


‘he Weak of 
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the Apocalpps, 


Sint JOHN fees 4 monftrons Beaf. 


Aint John faw a Bea rife out of the Ses, 
that had feven Heads and ten Horn:, 
and on his Horns ten Crowzs, and on his 
Heads the name of Blafphemy. She was like 
toa Leopard, and her Feet were as the Feet of 
a Bear, her Mouth of a Lion, and the Dragon 
gave her great power, and his feat, and 
great Authority. 

S. Jobufaw one of thefe feven Heads, as 
it were wounded to death; but this mortal 
Wound was healed, and all the World wan- 
dred after the ae And they worfhipped 
the Dragon, which gave power to the Beaf, 
and they worhined the Bea faying, who is 
like to this Bcaf ? Who isable to make War 
with him ? And there was givento him a 
Mouth fpeaking great things, and Blafphe- 


_ Mies againft GOD, his Tabernacle, and them 


that dwell in Heaven, and power was gi- 
yen to him to continue 42 Months. There was 
alfo power given him to make War with the 


_ Saints, to vanquifh them, and power was gi« 


ven him over all Kindred, Tongaes and Nations, 
to vanquifh them whofeNames are not writ- 
ten in the Book of Life, of the Lam flain 
from the foundation of the World. 

S. John {aw afterwards another Beaft which 
came out of the Earth, and he hadtwo Horns 
likea Lamb, yet he fpake asa Dragon, and 
he exercifeth all the power of the firft Beaf, 
before him, and caufeth the Earth, and them 
that dwell therein, to worfhip the firft Beaf 
whofe deadly Wound was healed; and he 
doth great Wonders, fo that he maketh Fire 
come down from Heaven on the Earth in 
the fight of Men, and deceiveth them that 
dwell onthe Earth, by means of thofe Mi- 
racles, which he had power to do in the fight 
of the Beaf, faying, to them that dwell on 

the Earth, that they fhould make an Image 
tothe Beaff, which had the wound by a 
Sword, and did live. 

And fhe had power to give life to the % 
mage of the Beaj?, thatthe Image of the Beaft 
fhould both fpeak, and caufe as many as 


. would not worlhip the Jmage of the Beaft to 


be killed. And he caufeth all, both rich and 
poor, {mail and great, bond and free to receive 
a mark in their right Haxd, or in their Fore 
head:. Neither was any man to buy or fell, 
fave he that had the Mark, or Name of the 
Beaft, or the Number of his Name, But at 
the fame time S. John faw the Lamb flandin 
on Mount Sion, and with him an hundred 
forty four thoufand, having his Fathers 
Name written in their Forekeads: Anda 
Voice faid, that in their Mouth was found 
no guile, for they are without fault before 
the Throne of GOD. 

Another cried at the fame time, That if 

any one worfhipped the Beaf,and his Image, 
and received his Mark on his Forebead, an 
in his Hand, he fhould drink of the « ine of 
the Wrath of GOD, which is poured out 
without mixture, and be tormented with 
fireand Brimffone, the Smoke of whofe tor- 
ment afcendeth up for everand ever,they hae 
ving no reft Day nor Night, who worfhip 
the Beaft, or his Jmsage,-and receive the mark 
of his Name. 
__&. Gregory enlargeth himfelfmuch on thefe 
myfterious Beafts, and this laft above all 
made him tremble, He was like unto 2 
Lamb, faid §. John, but he fpake like a Dra- 
gon, which admirably well dertotes, fays 
this Holy Father, the Hypocrites and Seducers 
which are in the Church. They come out of 
the Earth, which is to fay, they eftablifh 
themfelves by an Earthly Power, and des 
ceive Souls by the appearances of a Lanib, to 
make them fall into the {nares of the Serpent 
and snipe them witha mortal Poyfon. 

We ihould pray GOD to preferveus, left 
we be of the number of thofe mentioned by 
S. Paul, who fhall be delivered by the jult 
Judgment of GOD unto the power of the 
Devil, and the malignity of Error, becaufe 
they would not receive the Truth but with- 
ftood it as an Evemy ; whereas they ought to 
love it, as the remedy of all their Mileries, 
and the true life of their Soués. 

Nn Ste 
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APOC. Chap. Xv. 


The Dagon of the Alpocalpps, 
The Vificn which §. JOHN had of thee DRAGON. 


AintYebn faw another Wonder inHeaven, 
He faw feven Angels, having the fe. 
ven laft Plagues; which contained the ful- 
nels of God's Wrath: Anda Voice at the 
fame time faid to the feven Angels, go and 
our out on the Earth the feven Vials of the 
rath of GOD. 

And the firft went and poured out his 
Vial on the Earth, and the Men which had 
the Mark of che Beaft, and adored his Image, 
were ftruck with a noyfom and grievous 
Sore. 

And the fecond 4ngel poured out his Vial 
onthe Sea, and ’twas changed into Blood, 
and all the living Creatures died therein. 

The third Angel poured out his Vial on 
the Riversand Fountains of Waters, and they 
were changed into Blood, and an Angel faid 
at the fame time, Thou art Righteous, O Lord, 
Sor they have {pile the Blood of the Saints, and 
Prophets, and show baft given chem Blood 
to arink, 

The fourth Angel poured out his Vial on 
the Sun,and Power was given him to fcorch 
Men with Fire,which made them Blafpheme 
GOD, and not repent. 

The fifth Ange! poured out his Vial on 
the Throne of the Braff, and his Kingdom 
became dark, and Men gnawed their Zongues 
for pain. 

he fixth Angel poured out his Vial on 
the great River Exphrates,and its Water was 
dried up to make way for the Kings which 
were to come from the Eaf. 

Then S. john fay three unclean Spirits 
like Frogs, come.out of the Mouth. of the 
Dragon, and out of the Mouth of rhe Beaft, 
and out of the Mouth of the falfe Propher ; 
for they are the Spirits of Devils, working 
Attracks, which go forth unto the Kings of 
the Zarth, and the whole World to gather 
them to the Bartle of that great Day of 
GOD dim:guty, and they gathered them all 


~ 


The tcventh Angel poured out his Vial 
into the 4ir, and there came a great Voice 


out of the Temple o£ Heaven, fiom the Throne, 


faying, It és done, And there were heard 
great Tbundrings and Lighming: And the 
great City was divided into three parts,and 
the Cities of the Nations fell, and great Babys 
don came in remembrance before GOD, to 
give unto her the Cup of the Wine of the. 
hiercenefs of his Wrath, 

Then an Angel took S. John to thew him 
the great Whore, with whom the Kings of 
the Earth have committed Fornication, and: 
the Inhabitants of theZarth have been made 
drunk with the Wine of her Fornication, 
And he carried him away into a Defart, 
where he faw a Woman fit on a Scarle: cos 
loured Beaft, full of Names of Blafphemy, that 

ad feven Heads and ten Horns; and on her 
Forehead. was written MYSTERY; 7% 
great Babylon, the Mother of Fornications 
and Abominations of the Earth, ‘ 

S. John faw this Woman drunk with the 
Blood of the Saints and Martyrs, and he 
wondred with great admiration at the fight: 
But the dxgel which fhewed him thefe 
things, asked him, wherefore he was aftoe 
nifh’d ? and he explain’d to him the My- 
re of this Whore, and the Bea/ on. which. 

¢ fat. 

‘The Fathers have imagin’d, that this W. 
min was.a Type of the World, which ine- 
briates all Men by its delightful Phafurer, 
which draws down the Wrath of GoD upon 
her. This Name of MYSTERY, which this 
Woman bears in her Ferckead, fhews that the. 
Lovers ofthe World do not conceive here 
the Mferies which are ready to fall on them. 
They are led away by their Pafivns, ene 
chanted with their Piafures. But this Ene 
chantment will end with their Lives ; and. 
they will then comprehend by a clear 
Knowledge, thar they have. laboured here 
in this Worl: only to undo themfelves, and. 
that they have acquired a dear Purchafe,. 
when for the fuke of this tranitory Liie, 
they have parted with all the lating joys 
of Heaven, und chofen tofutfcr everlafting 
Mileries in the Life to come. 


he. 
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APOC. Chap. XVIII 








G Aine zobn far (after thefe things) ario- 


.) ther dagel come down from Heaven, 
having .great Power, and, the Earth was 
lightned with his Glory. And he cried with 
a loud Voice, faying, Babylon the great 13 
fallen, fheis fallen, and is become the habi- 
sation of Devils, the hold of every foul Spi- 
rit, and the Cage of every unclean and hateful 
Bird. For all Nations have drunk of the 
Wine of the Wrath of her Fornication, and 
the Kings of she Earth have committed For- 
nication with her, and she Merchants of the 
Earth are waxed rich through she abundance of 
der Luxuries, ; 
§ S. ‘ohn heard afterwards another Voice, 
which faid, Come out of Babylon my People, 
shat ye be not partakers of ber fins, and that 
ge receive none of her Plagues; for her fins have 
reached unte Heaven; and GOD bath. re- 
membred ber Iniquities. Reward her even as 
foe rewarded you, and double unto her, double 
according to her works; and.in the Cup which 
the hath filled to you to drink, giveto her 
double... How much the has glorified her 
felf, and lived delicioufly, fo much torment 
and forrow giveher; for fhe faith in her 
heart, Zam in thé Throgieas «Queen, J am 
no Widow, and foal fee.no-ferrow. ‘Therefore 
thall her Plagues come in one day, Death, 
Mourning, and Famine fhall fall upon her,and 
fhe fhall be utterly burnt with Fre. But the 
Kings of the Earth, who have committed 
Fornication, and lived delicioufly with her, 
fhall bewail her, and Jament for her, when 
they fhall fee the Smoke of her burning and 
ftanding afar off for fear of her torments ,fay 
las alas\ that great City, Babylon, shat 
mighty City, thy Condemnation is come in a mo- 
ment. "The Merchants of the Earth fhall weep 
and mourn over her, forno Man buyeth 


their Merchandize there any mores: viz. the 


Merchandize of Gold,’ Silver, Pearl, and prea 
cious Stones, fine Linen and Purple, and Silk 
and Scarlet, and all fweet Wood, Veflels of 
ivory, and all manner of Bras, Iron and 
Marble, Cinamon, Odours and Oyntments, 
Frankenfence, Wine and Oyl, fine Flour and 
Wheat, Sheep and Horfes, Chariots, and Slaves, 
and Seuls of Mew: The Fruits that thy Soul 
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lufted after are departed from thee, and 
thou thalt find them no’more, The Mer. 
chants of thefe. things which were made 
rich by her, fhall ftand afar off for fear of 
her torment, weeping, and wailing and fay Ala:, 
alas! That great City that was cloathed in 
fine Linen, Purple and Scarlet, and Deckt with 
Silver, Gold and precious Stones, in one hour 
is come to nought. All Mariners, and all 
thofe that pafs the Seas to Traffick, fhall 
keep ata diftance from her: They fhall Ja- 
ment at the fight of her Lurning, faying, 
What Gity is like unte this great City? “And 
they thall caft Duft on their Heads, faying, 
weeping, Alas, how has this great City bes 
ruined in amoment ! 

Thena great Angel took up a Stone like 
a great Mid-ffone, and caft it into the Ses, 
faying, Thus with violence Soall that great City 
Babylon be thrown down, and fhall be found 


‘mo more, And the Voice of Harpers and 
“Mujficians, and of Pipers and Trumpeters, fhall 


be nomore heard in thee,neither anyCraf?/- 
man of whatever Craft he be ; and the light 
of a Candle fhall fhine no more in thee, néi- 
ther fhall the Voice of the Bridegroom; nor 
the Bride be any more‘heard in this City. 
Thy Mercbents were the great Men of the 
Earth, and by thy Sorceries were all Nations 
deceived. And in her was found the Blood 
of Prophets and Saints, and all that were 
flain upon-the Esrth, eet bee 
Thefe Lamentations at the lofs-of Babylon, 
have made the Holy Fathers’ fay, That Fefas 
Ghrif’ bewailed Jerufalem when as-thenie 
fubfifted , and that we ought alfo to bewail 
the Miferies of Babylon, when ‘thé appears 
in aliher Glory, And therefore St,: taftin 


-Confidering the words of thé Wicked in the 


Book of W4f/dom, when they complain with 
a Repentance full.of defpair, that their 
Riches have lett them in a’ moment, adds 
with great reafon's Let ss new fay Brethren, 
by @ forcfight which wil prove advantageous 
tous: -Every thing paffes like w fhadow, left 
we fay when "twill not avail us, lke thofe 
aforertentioned wicked Perfons, with fruitlefs 
Tears and Lamentations; 42 is paft as a 


dow, 
cor PN bE 


| 
| 
| 
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APOC. Chap. XX. 


She Dragon Wound by an Angel. 


A Fterthe Ruin of Babylon,S. “ohn heard 
the Songs of the Saints, who adored 
GOD, becaufe of his Judgments which he 


"had exercifed againft this Whore. He faw 


afterwards Heaven opened, and therein ap- 
peared a white Horfe, and he that rode there- 
on was called the Faithful and True that 
judgeth and combateth juftly. His Eyes 
were asa flame of Fire, and he had feveral 
Crowns on his Head; and he was cloathed 
in 2V.flere diptin Blood, and his Name is 
called the Hurd of GOD. And the rmes 
which were in Heaven followed him upon 
white Horfes cloathed in fine Linen white 
and clean,and out ofthis Mouth goeth a fharp 
Swerd. having this Name on his Vefture 
and Thigh, King of kings, and Lord of lords. 

S. John alfo faw an Angel come from 
Heaven, having the Key of the Bettomlefs 
Pit. and a great Chain in his hand, and he 
Jaid hold on the Dragon that old Serpent, 
which is the Devil and bound him for 1000 
years ; and having caft him into the Bottom. 
Zef; P:t, Shutting up, and fetting a Seal upon 
him, that he fhould deceive the Nations 
no more till the rooo years were accom. 
plifh’d, after which he was to be unbound 
for a little while. 

Afterwards S. john faw Thrones, and they 
that fat upon them, and judgment was given 
wo- them; and he faw the Son/s of them 
that were Beheaded for the Teftimony of Je- 
fas Chrift, and for the Word of GOD, and. 
which had not worfhipped the Beaf, nor 
his Image, neither had received his Mark on 
their Fore-heads, or in their Hands, and they 
lived and reigned with Chrif 1000 years; 
but the reft of the Desd lived not until the 
1000 years were finifh’d and this is the firft. 
Refurreion, 

After the accomplifhment of thefe ro00 
years, Saten fhall be unbound, and deliver- 
ed from his Prifen, and go out to deceive 
Nations, which are at the four Corners of 
the World, to gather them to fight, and 
environ. the Camp of the Ssints, and the. 
Gity beloved of GOD: But Fire came down 
fom GOD. and devoured them,. and. the: 
Devil who {educed. them, was caft into the 
Reke of: Fire and Brimfone, where. the. Beaft: 


and the falfe Prophet fhallbe tormented Day 
and Night forever and ever. 

S. john then faw a great white Throne, and 
the Majefty of him that fat thereon, 


from whofe face the Earth and the Heaven 


fled away, and difappeared, , 

He faw the Dead imall and great fland 
before GOD; and another Book was opened, 
which was the Book of Life, and the Dead 
were judged out of what was written in. 
this Book, according to their Works. And: 
the Sea, Death and Hell gave up their Dead ; 
and Deathand He# were caft into the Lake 
of Fire with all thofe whofe Names were. 
not written in the Book of Life. 

_ §. Gregory tells us,That this Dragon which 
the Angel binds in the Bottomlefs Pit, is she 
Devil, whom GOD cafts ont from the Hearts 
of the Faithful, and keeps chained in the Hearts 

of the Wicked, whe have ill defigns againft the 
Servants of Jefus Chrift, though they cant 
scecate them. . 

But GOD. gives afterwards (fays this Ho- 
ly Father) power to this Dragon t0 come oat 
of the Pit, when he permits for the good-of the 
Saints, that the Malice of the Wicked fhonld 
fhew it felf outwardly, and: fet upon the Gud 
with open Violence. 

Itis hard to find a clearExplication of the: 
other Circumftances which thefe Reprefen. 
tations fet before us.. But this is certain, 
That they denoteto us either the Power of 
Jefus Chrift in his Glory,or the power ofthe 
Devil over the Wicked,or the ‘Terror with 
which they shall appear before the.Zbrone of. 
Jefus Ghriff, or the feverity with which this 
great” udge {hall examine the -moft hidden. 

ecrets. 


Thus all thefe Infruffions, whofe very ob-. 
feurity is edifying, fhould.carry us to: une. 
derftand with more refpe&, and to prattife 
with greater care this fo clear Advice of. 
Jefas Chriftin the. Gofpel. : 

Take hecd left your Hearts be over charged 
with the Cares of this Life, and this Day furé 
prize you. 

Watch and Pray: continually, that ye may be 


thought mcet to avoid all thefe Miferies which. 


fhall then happen, and to appear with good 
hope before the Son.of Maan. 


RE, be: 
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APOC, Chap. XXI. 


Frer the Ruin of Babylox, S, fokn faw 
anew Heaven, anda new Earth, He 
faw the Holy City, the new Ferufalem, which 
coming from GOD, defcended from Heaven 
like a Spoufe, which adorns-her felf for her 
Bridegroom, He heard a great Voice which 
came from the Throne, and faid, Behold she 
Tabernacle of God ts with Men, he will dwell 
vith them, and they fhall be bis People and 
GOD dwelling with them fhall be their GOD ; 
and be foall wipe away all Tears from their 
Eyes, and Death fhall be xo mere ; labour and 
forrow fhallweafe, becaufe that which is paft 
poall be no:more, 





Spirit on a high Mountain, and fhewed him 
the Holy Ferufalem, which defcended from 


ron’d with the Divine Brightnef;, having an 
high Wall, wherein were 12 Gates,.and 12 
Angels, one ateach Gate, whercon were the 


dren of Ifrael; on the Eaft three Gates, on 
the North three Geter, on the South three 
Gates, and on the Weft three Gates: And the 
Wall of the City had 12 Foundations, and in 
them the Names.of the 12 poftles of the 
Lamb, .° 


He that {pake to S.Yokn had a Golden Reed 
to meafure the City, the Gates, and the Walls, 
The Gity lieth four fquare, the length and 


City with the Reed, and found it 1200 Fur- 
longs ; and he meafured'tlié Wall, which is 
144 Cubits, according to the meafure of a 
Man, that is, of the Angel, 

This Wall was built with Jafper, and the 
City was pure Gold, like unto clear Ghef?; 
The Foundations of the Walls were garnifh- 
ed with all manner of precious Stones, and the 
12 Gates were 12 Pearls; each of thefe Gates 
was made of one of thefe Pearls, S. Fob 
faid, he faw no Temple therein, becaufe the 

LORD GOD Aalmigity, and the Lam, are 
the Temple oftit. ‘This Temple had no need 
of the Sun nor stoon to fhine in it, for the 
Glory 
Lamb is the light ofit. And the Gates of it: 
fhall not be thut at all by Day, for there 
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[ 234] 
The Peto Ferufalet. 
S: JOHN fees the New Jerufalem. _ . 


Then an Angel tranfported S. Fok in the. 


Heaven; coming from GOD; being envi-. 


Names written of the 12 Zribes of the Chil- 


breadth being equal, and he meafured the: 
-uenly ‘serufaleir ; 


‘have been willing to have 


of GOD did enlighten it, and the. 


fhall no Night be there. Nothing unclean: 
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Shallenter there nor any of thofe who com-- 

mit Abominations, and {peak Lye: ; but thole 

ony whoare writtenin the Lambs Book of 
ife. 

He fawalfoa pure River ofthe Water of 
Life, clear as Gryjtal, proceeding out of the 
Throne of GOD, and of the Lamb, In the 
midft of the Gity, and of either fide the R7- 
wer, was the Tree of Life, which bare 12 
manner of Fruits, which yields its Fruit eve. 
1y Month the Leaves of the Tree are to heal 
the Nations,And these fhall be no more Gur{e, 
but the Térone of GOD and the Lamb fhall be 
in it, and his Servants fhall ferve him ; they 
fhallfee his Face,.and his Name fhall be 
writ on their Forebeads, Immediately after 
our Saviour faid to S. John, I come quickly,and 
bring my recompence with me, to give to every 
ont according to bis Works. 

Bleffed are thofe that wafh their Garments in 
the Blood of the Lamb, thas they may have right 
to the Tree of Life, and enrer intothe City by 
the Gates, catia, 

As the repreferitatioty of the punifhment 
of the Wicked is fo dreadful and various in 


all this Book, fo nothing ‘#4 more ‘cénfolafory 


than thedefcription of thisHedvénly}eruJaléne 
and the everlafting recompence.: which: 
GOD beftowson thé Good. - 

How precious ought the Labours of this Life to 
be tous, fay the Holy Fathers, feeing they are as 
Gold, whereby we purchafe this Glory, fo great 
that it cannot be comprehensed \ ‘The true Chri- 
Stians have always fighed towards this Hes- 

and Riowing that their 

Souls (according to the Scripture ) are the. 
living Stones of this. facred Buildings they 
lave them cut, and 

as it were polifh’d in; rhis\World with the 
Sheers of ffiftien and Sufferings. They have 
evér had. one Eyd Gal this :Battomlefs Pit of 
Fire and Brimffene, mentioned in the feveral 
places of this Book, and the other lifted up 


_ towards this everlafting City, where Men-thall 


enjoy the fame happinefs which GOD does, 
often calling to mind thefe excellent words 
Of S, Auftin. Love the Good things which Christ 


‘ proimifes you ; fear the’ Evvils- wherewith he 


threatens you, and then yea rill flight as well 
tha Promifes as Threatnings of skis World. 
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An Abridgment of the LIVES of the Apoftles, 
(Collected from the Holy Fathers, and other Ancient 
_ Ecclefiaftical Writers, ) | 





| To which is added, . 

_ he Contents of each Book tyrote by them, 

And for compleating the fame, is likewife added, 

“A MAP of the Travels and Voyaties of the 
 Apofiles in their Miffions: Iluftrated with their Effigies, 

s The &econd, 

_ An HISTORICAL CHRONOLOGY - 


Of fuch Matters as are related in the Canonical Books of 
the Old and New Teftament, according to the Divifion 
Of the Seven Periods or Ages of the. World. 








A Werk of great Ufe for the better Under ftanding and Reading 
of HOLY SCRIPTURE. 
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ds Expofition of the MAP of the TRAVELS and VOYAGES 
of the Apoltles é their Millions, (and more efpecially of thofe of , 
St.Paul) for the clearer underflanding of the Bcot of the Aas. 


FTER the Triumphant <fcenfion of 

our Saviour into Heaven ; and that his 
Apfiles had receiv'd in a fenfible manner the 
Holy Spirit, in the day of Penrecof ; they 
courageoully fet about the work of their 
Miiffry, committed to them ; and omitted 
no occafion of advancing (by the Preaching 
of the Gofpe/) the Kingdom of GOD. Their 
labours in this great Work, and particularly 
thofe of §. Pau/, defcribed inthe <é#s are 
reprefented in this Map, in which the Pro- 
ances, where they Preached the Go/pel, are 
mark’d with greatLetters,and feparated from 
one another by Points or Pricks, The courfe 
of S, Paui’s Voyage to Rome is alfo denoted 
byPricks; and theTowns through which they 
paft,and where they fojourn’d are taken no- 
tice of in this followingDifcourle.We have 
moreover mark’d by a*e. of the Seven 


having left Samaria, baptizes the Queen of 
Aethiepia’s Officer in the way to Ferufalem, at 
Gaza,where the Spirit of GOD takes him up 
and carrieshim ro Azote. From thence he 
goes into Arabia to perform the fame Office, 
where he continued about three Years.From 
whence being returned to Damafeus, find- 
ing himfelf in great danger, he departs by 
Night, being fecretly let down the Town-- 
Wall in a Basket. Then he comes to Jerufa- 
lem about the Feaft of the Tabernacles, 2 Cor. 
¥I. 32, 33. Ads 9. 25 to find fome of the 
Apoftles, having all this while feen none, 
and here he meets with S. Peter, Gal. 1. 16. 
17. At firft they fhuned him, until fuch 
time that Barnabas introduced him amongft 
them, and fo continued 15 days, labouring 
(though in vain) to convert the Jews to the 
Faith of Chrift ; after which both Peter and 


Churches of Afia mentione. inthe Book of Saul departed ; Saul to Cefarea, whence tra- 
the Revelations ; and by a Crofs hu the Je of verfing Phenicia, Syria, and Cilicia, he arrives 


Patmos, where St. :.obn was banifh’d. 
Thefirtt Affemt'y of the dpojtles was at 
Serufalem,where fuch things happen’d as are 
recited in the 6 firft Chapsers of the Aés 3 as 
were the fubfticution of S. Matchras in the 
place of Judas ; the emiffion of the Holy 
spirit on the pofles, and the fuccefsful 
Preaching of St. Perer; The Cure of the 
lame Man by S. Peter and St. jon in their 
going up te the T:mple; the remarkable pu- 
nifhment of Ananias and Saphira his Wife, 
for having lyed unto the Holy Spirit ; the Im- 
prifonment,and miraculous deliverance of 
the dpofiles; and the election of the 7Deacons 
S.stepher, who was one of them, is ftoned, 
and the Periecution waxes hot againft the 
' Churva ; which caufes a great difperfion of 
the Faith/ui,as well in Judea asin Samara; 
ads Chap. 7. and 8. by reafon of which, S. 
Paslip Preach’d at Sama ia, where are tent 
from Jerajalemn, St. Peter, and St. John to im- 
pat by the laying on of their Hands the 
extracrdinary Gitts of thedldyspirit to thofe 
who had been Baps.z.d  amonuft which 
Was Simon the Magician, whom: the dpoffle 
fhurply repechended for his-C:tme.S¢. eeatip 


at Tarjus his Birth-place, 4&s 9. 26, 27. 
S.Peter in the mean time went from Town 
to Town over all Judea. until he came to- 
Lydia,where he Preaches the Gofpel, and by 
a Miracle cures one 4ineas ofa Palfie. And 
after fome abode there,he was called to7oppa, 
where miraculoufly he raifed from Death 
Tabitha, an holy Woman, 4és 9. 32, to 56. 
He continued lometime here,fojourning at 
one Simon the Tanner's. where he faw the 
Vilion of the Sheet lec down from Heaven, 
filled with Beafts and Fowl, both clean and: 
unclean,which is caken-notice of in the 219 
Diicourte,viz Cornelius baptized. At the fame 
time Barnabas of Cyprus, and Lucius of Cyrene, 
with others, being in remote parts, and 
moved by the Hu/y Spirit, Preached to the 
Gentzles, who were converted to the Faith. 
The spoftles taking to their affiftance cer- 
tain Evengelifts, began to divide the Worlt 
into 12 Parts,each taking one. St. Joon went 
into Afis, Das, and Panonia. St James the 
Brother of $o4n into Egypt and Marsuria, Sr. 


‘Pailip Northwards, into Cappadocia, Icoma, 


and fo into Scythia. St. Andrew went Eaft- - 
wards , as fie as Szy-tsa and Sogdia. Sv. 
: Bartha 
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Bartholomew Southwards into India; and S. 
Thomas through Perfia into China, St. jade 
went to Chatdes, Macedonia, and Arabia; 
and Simson Zelotes Southwards into Mauritania, 
St. Matthew tarried at erufalem until he wrote 
his Gofpel inthe Hebrew Tongue and then went 
after St. James into Egypt, and fo into - 
thiopia, St. Matshias failed over into Mace= 
donia, and Greece, and from thence into A= 
frica, Se. Fames tarried at Ferufalem, but St. 
Peter went towards Aatioch, the Capital Ci- 
ty of Syra. About this time died Tiberius 
the Emperor at Rome, and Caius Caligula fuc- 
ceeded him. St, Thomas about this time,with 
‘yude his Brother, and an Evangeliff going 
eut Eaftwards, fent Jude into Edefz, who 
miraculoufly cured King 4zbarus of a Di- 
feafe which long troubled him, and alfo. 
converted him, with a great many of his 
Subjects. Barnabas went alfo to Antioch, 
and after Eafter St. Peter followed, and ha. 
ving here gained many Converts, Barnabas 
went to Tarjus, to bring Saul thither, and 
by thefe three there were fo many Converts 
baptized to the Faith of Chrift, that they 
were here firft called Chrifians, which 
Name hath fpread it felf over the World. 

_ By that time thefe <poftles had ftayed at 
Antioch a¥ear,came 4gabus theProphet from 
Ferufalem, and foretelsa great Famine to hap- 
pen over the World, és 11. In the mean 
time St,"ameé the elder is at ‘erafaiem be- 
headed by Herod Agrippa; and St.Peter is mi- 
raculoufly delivered out of Prifox. About 
this t me Sau! being in an Exftafie,as he was 
praying in the Temple,was caught up into 
the third Heaven, and heard words unfpeak- 
able; and finally was commanded quickly to 
depart Jerufaler,for that the Jews would not 
adhere to him, and thereforeto go amongft 
the Gentiles, Now, according to this Com- 
mand Saul and Barnabas, went back again to 
Antioch, accompanied with one Titus a Greek, 
About this time Saul feems to be made an 


Evang ‘liftand from henceforth is called Paul, - 


In the Spring of the Year q1, Paul and 
Barnabas left Antioch, with one * ohn, fir 
nam’d Mark, as their Deacon, and went to 
Cilicia, or Seleucza near the Sea on the River 
Orontes, where they embark for Salamis in 
the Ifle of Cyprus, and after fome ftay tra. 
velling about the Iile came to Paphos,where 
Ba jefes the Sorcerer is punifhed with blind- 
mete and Sergius Paulus the Proconfu! or Go- 
¥ernor, Was Converted to the Faish, From 


‘The Travels and Voyages of the Apoftles. 


thence in the Year 42. they pafs to Perga, a 
City in Pamphylia, where St. Jobn, firnam’d 
Mark leaves them,and returned to Jerufalem; 
But St.Paul and Barnabas went as far as Ann 
tioch in Pifidia, where great Crowds of the 
Gentiles were baptized;but they were driven 
thence by the Faction of the incredulous 
Jews, and came to Iconia, the chief place of 
Lycaonia, where they gained abundance of 
Converts, efpecially of the Gentéles, and 
here they ftaid fome time, 44; 13. And St, 
Peter betore his departure, committed the 
Care of the Church,as Bifbop,to one Erodizs, 
himfelf departing by Land through Capps. 
docia, Galatia, and the reft of Apa, Pensus, 
Bithynia, 1 Pet, 1.1, 2. This Year hapened 
the Famine {poken of by Agabus. 

In 4nno 44. St. Mark publifhed his Goypel 
at Rome, and then was fent to Algypt to go- 
vern the Church of silexandria: About this 
time Paul and Barnabas was finally driven 
out of Iconia by a tumultuous Rabble of 
faétious and envious Jews, and went on 
Preaching to Lyitra,where an impotent per. 
fon healed by Paul, procured them fo great 
arefpe& amongft the Idolaters, that they 
took them for jupiter and Mercury,and would 
needs have facrificed to them, which they 
having with no fmall difficulty hindred,the 
‘Tide toon afterwards ftrangely turn’d, for 
the jews of Antioch and conta being come 
thither, ftird up the People of Lyfre againtt 
them, fo that Pex! was drawn out as dead; 
but being furrounded by the Difciples he 
came to himfelf,and departed the nextMor- 
ning with his Companion Barnabas to Derbe. 

In Anno 45. Paul and Barnabas having 
fetled the Church at. Derbe, and ordained 
Elders.returned to Lyfira, 

In 46. having ordained Elders at Lyfre 
(2mongit which Timothy was one) they retur 
ned to Jconium, where they did the like; 
then they cameto dAutioch, This Year died 
the blefled Virgin Mary aged about 60 years, 
having furviv'd herSon’sA{cenfion 14 years, 

In 47. Paul.and Barnabas returned to Per- 
g4, and fromthence went to Attalia,where 
they likewife fetied a Church, 4s 14. 24 
aTownon the Mediterranean Sea, where 
they embark'd for Antioch in syria,and gave 
the Brethren an account of the fuccels of 
their Voyages, 4s 14, 

Indnw 48 they. return throughGicilia and 
Syria unto Avtiocs, Preaching the Goipel, 

In 49 fome being come from Judca to = 

sioc 





The Travels and Voyages of the Apoftles. 


tich, would perfwade the Gentiles converted 
to the Faith, to admit of Circumcifios, and to 
obferve the Ceremonies of the Law, St. Pau! 
and Barnabas are fent to Ferufalem on occa- 
fion of this Controverfie, which was decided 
in favour of the Cériftien Liberty, and the 
Decrees were carried to 4atiech.not only by 
thefe2, but by Jude, the Brother of Thomas, 
finamed Bsrfabas, and by Sila:, ov Sylvanus, 
who were joyned to them; at which the 
Church was much comforted, 4s rg. It 
feems that fome time after,St. Peter alfo came 
to Antioch, where he had fome Conteft with 
5t.Paul,who withftood him boldly, Gel, :. 11, 

In dane 50, After thefe things Pes! and 
Barnabas were about to make a fecond Voyage 
into Afia, and to vifit the Churches which 
they had planted in_ their firft courfe ; but 
not agreeing they feparated, but not with- 
out fome bitternefs; Barnabas withMark fay]. 
ing for Cyprus; and Pax! with Siles traver- 
fing Syria and Silicia, and confirming the 
Brethren, came to Derbe and Lyfira, where 
Timothy was taken into Company, and paffes 
through Phrygia and Galatia, where they 
were forbidden to Preach in 4fa; and com- 
ing to Mifia they attempted to go into Bithy- 
nia ; but were diverted bom that Journey by 
the Holy Spirit, and therefore went downto 
Treat, where Paul being commanded in a Vi- 


. fion to go into ety drew on ftrait 


to the Ile of Sasorbracia,and the next Mor- 
ning arrived at Nespolis, 2 Port Town in Ms- 
tedonia,whencethey went to Philippia, where 
Lydia was converted and baptized, through 
the occafion of a Servant, out of whom Paut. 
drove a prophefying Spirit, which cruelly 
tormented her, The People rofe up againit 

em, and he and. Silas thrown into Prifon, 
and the Gaoler being converted, they were 
difmiffed the next day, 4&s 16. 

Being parted from thence, they took their 
Way through theTowns of Amphipolis and 4- 
Polonia, and cameto Tweffalonica, where Paul 
teaching inthe Synagogue for three Sabbath. 
days together, brought over to theFaith feve- 
ral,both Jews and Gentiles; but the malicious 
Jews being attended by a fort of rafcally Peo- 
ple,ftirred up the Town’ againft them,where- 
upon they came to Berea, and there made 
feveral Difciples ; But the feditious Jews of 
Tarffalonica followed them thither, and alfo 
there ftirred up the People againft them, for 
which canfe the Brethren conveyed Paul out 
oftheTown,as if he were to go bySea,but he 
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turned to Athen:,wherehe had famous Difpt 
tations with the Learned of all Seés and Relte 
gions, and converted Dionyfius, and one Da- 

maris afamous Woman, with divers others, 
As 17. From hence Paul wrote the firft and, 
fecond Epiftle to the Theffalonians for the 

confirmation of that Church ; and from <- 

t-ens he went to Corinth inthe IPhmus, where 

he ftayed about a year and a half, becaufe 

GOD had great ftore of People there. 

Anno 51. St. Paul had a Vilion at Corinth, 
to encourage his Preaching ; Silas and Timo. 
thy he fent to Macedonis to confirm the 
Churches, and tarrying at Corinth, wrought 
for his Living by making Tears with dquila 
and Prijcilla, and yet Preached conftantly in 
the Houfe of one Juffus, and Softhcnes the 
chief Ruler of the Synagogue, being alfo 
converted, joyned himfelf to Sr. Paul: But 
when Gallio was made Deputy, a Tumult was 
raifed, and Softhenes was chaftifed, yet Paul 
continued ftill, 4é#s 18. 7. 

Anne 52. St. Paul left the Government of 
the Church of Gorinth to Silas, and fo failed 
to Ephefus, Here after fome Reafoning with 
the Fews, he converted many of the Gentiles ; 
and afterfome ftay leaves Timothy to govern 
the Church, and fails to the Ifle of Greta, now 
Candia, where having alfo fetled a Church, 
he leftitto the care of Tites ; and failed di- 
rectly to Cefarce in Gansan, and from thence 
afcends to Jernfalem, and .after fome fta 
there (co falute the Brethren) he defcends to 
Antioch, A&s 18.18. Here he alfo made 
but a fhort flay, and began.a third Voyage 
through Galatra and Phrygia, confirming the 
Churches ashe went, but made little ftay in 
a place until he came to chad at Ephefus, 
where he Preached 2 years in the School of 
Tyrannus unto the Gentiles, and inftru@ed 
certain Difeiples of St.John Bapt:f’s; as alfo 
one 4pollos an eloquent Man and full of Zeal, 
although he was acquainted with no more 
than the Baptifm of Sr. Jobn, Paul-ecarneftly 
Jaboursand diftributesthe extraordinary gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, by the laying on of his 
hands on 12 Men, who had been before bap- 

tized with the Baptifm of St. jo. He alfo 
feparates his Difciples from the Rebellious 
Jews, and teaches every day the Word of 
GOD, and that with fuch fuccefs (his Doéfrine 
being attended with Signs and Miracles,) that 
by this meansthe Word wasknown through- 
out all dja, and feveral of thofe. who had 
applied themfelves to Vain, Curious, and un- 
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Jaw ful Sciences, which were in great requeft in 
that City, being ftruck with forrow at heart. 
freely renounced thofe Magical Amufements, 
and burnt their Books of that kind. whofe 
price amounted to a confiderable value ; but 
by an Uproar excited by Demetrius, he had 
been brought into danger, had it not been 
wifely appeas’d by the Zown-Glerk, 4&5 19. 

Anno 53. St. Philip having preached the 
Gofpel in Cappadocia, Armenia, Colchis, and 
iberia, came to Phrygia, where preaching at 
Hierapolis, the unbelieving Jews and Hea- 
thens toned him and crucified him. 

Anno 54, Philip being dead, Paui was cal- 
led to be one of the 12 Apoffles. 

Anno 55. From hence Paul wrote the firft 
Epiftle to the Corinthians, and fent it by Ti- 
mothy, AG: ‘19.22. But Timothy being retur- 
ned, Paul left him/at Eph.fus, and went in- 
to Macedonia, embarks at. Philippi for Troas, 
where he remains 7 days, having reftored to 
Jife a young Man named Ewtychus, who fell 
down to the ground from the third ftory. 

inno 56. Krom thence he comes by Land 
to 4fon,which fomefuppofeto be Apollonia, 
and having there met his Company which 
came by Sea, they take Shipping together 
for Misylene, 2 Town in the Ile of Lesbos, 
The day following they arrive in fight of Sa- 
snos, and cafting Anchor at Zrogillum, which 
is a Creek of Mount.Mycales, about 40 Fur- 
Jongsdiftance; weighing Anchor they came 
the next day to Miletum, where Paul fends 
for the Paftors of the Church oféphefu:, and 
exhorts them to their duty, 4420. Having 
Jeft Miletum, they came to Coos, and the day 
following to Rhodes, and from thence to Pa- 
3.ra, where having found a Veffel bound for 
Phemcia, they went on Board, leaving Cy- 
pres onthe left hand,and came to Tyre, where 
Simcn, one of the 7 Deacont,was Bifhop ; here 
the Ship was to unlade. From.whence they 
fer fail for Ptolema:s, where having faluted 
his Brethren and, tarried a day, they came to 
Cefarca,where Philip the Deacon was Bithop ; 
and here he ftayed much longer; and from 
thence went to ferujaicm by Land, about the 
time of Pentecof, Aés 21. 21, where the 
Church gladly receivedthem. But a while 
after Pau/ being found. in the. Zimple, was 
apprehended by certain fews ina Tumule, 
and buffeted ; but being refcued by Ly/ias the 
chief Captain, and foundto be a Roman, was 
fent fafe away to Cefares ; whereat a hearing 


before Felix the, Prefect of Judea, the Higha 


Pad 


Pricf and his Oiator accufed him of" greay 
matters,but could make out nothing, 4%; 21 
Here Feiix condefcended to hear Pau! preach: 
theGofpel; but after 2 years Felix going 
out of place, left Pax/in Prifon. About this 
time Peter was in Egypt, and from Babylon 
wrote his firft Epiftle to the difperfed Stran. 
gers, 1 Pet. 1.1. Chap.5. 35. 

Anno 53, Portius Fefius was put: into the 
place of Flix, before whom Pau! was afrehh 
accufed; but he appealed to Cefar. After 
this, King Agrippa heard him preach, 48, 
25. 26..and judged him innocent ; and in 
fine, about the end of the year. was fhipped. 
away for Rome,under the conduct of a Centy. 
rion named. julius, who had alfo the charge of 
feveral other Prifoners, to the Emperor Nero, 
Taking fhipping at Cefarea ina Veffel of 
Advimyste, a Town in Phrygia ,. they arrive 
the next Morning at Sidon, where the Centue 
rion permits him to vifit his Friends,and to be 
aflifted by them in his Voyage; from thence 
having a contrary Wind, they pafs North 
wards beyond Cyprus, and arrive at Myre, 
where meeting with a Ship of Alexandria, 
which was bound for Italy, they embarke 
therein. This Voyage being likely to hold- 
long,they were feveral days before theycould: 
make fight of Gnidus, and afterwards they: 
make over againft Salmons, and from thence 
toa place.called the Beautiful Haven, near: 
the Town of Lafea inCreta, where Paul ade 
vifed them totarry, the Seafon for Navige 
tion being paft, fo that no good . Weather 
couldbeexpe&ted. But the Centurion being 
defirous to Winter at Phenix, fome. diftance 
from thence, being a better Port, madethem 
put out again,but they were difappointed, for 
being foon overtaken with a Tcmpeft, and an 
impetuous North-Eaft Wind,they could not- 
reach this Haven, fo that they were carried 
under the Hle of Claudia. They drew in the. 
Long- Boat, and under-girded the Ship. feare 

ing they fhou’d have faln on Syrtes, whichis . 
a moving Sand, and.very dangerous on the’ 
Africk Coat, The : empef? continuing, they. 
began onthe third day to lighten their Ship, 
to let down the Said, and abandon themfelves 
to the Winds and Waves ;- and when neither . 
Sun nor Stars in many days appeared, all 
hopes of fafety being laid alide, on the 14th. 
day they began todifcover Land ; but know- . 
ing not where they were, they foundedand. 
found it 20 Fathoms,and a little further 155; 
whereupon they threw out 4 deen at 
ay 
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day beginning to appear, Pau! having com- 


forted them, they threw out the Tackle of 
the Ship; and altho’ it was day, they knew 
not the place where they were, only obfer- 
ving a great Guiph with a Shoar, where they 
endeavoured to bring in the fel; having 
forthis end weighed their 4uchors. and hoift- 
ed their Sails, and falling into a Place where 
two Seas met, they thruft in the Ship, and the 
forepart ftuck fait, but the hinder part was 
broken by the violence of the Waves ; then 
cvery Man endeavoured to fave himfel€, 
fome by {wiming, and others on Plazks and 
Wrecks of the Sép, fo that without the lofs 
of any Soul (there being 276 Perfons on 
Board) they got fafe to Land, 4@s 27. 
Being efcaped this Danger they found it 
was.the Ifle of Malta, whofe Inhabitants re- 
ceived them with great kindnefs, Paul, who 
was at firt taken fora Martherer, becaufe'a 
Viper faftned on his Hand ; but feeing he had 
no hurt, and fhook it off into the Fire, they 
adored him asa GOD; here he fignalized 
himfelf by the healing feveral fick Perfons, 
efpecially Publius, a Man of Note in the Ile, 
From hence they went in a Ship of dlex- 
andria, named Caffer and Pollux, which had 
Winter’d there, and came to Syracufa, then 
to Rh«gium, where favoured by a Southern 
Wind they arrive at Buzzol,where they found 
Brethren, with whom they tarried 7 days, 
whence parting for Rome, the Brethren came 
and met them at <Appiieforum, and thus they 


toriuam; but Paul obtained liberty to lodge 
in what Houfe he pleafed, having a Soldier 
to guard him, He thus dwelt 2 years,preach- 
ing the Gofpel with full liberty, and wrote 
from Rome the Epiftles to the Philippians, 
Colofisns, Hebrews and to Philemon. 

It may be gathered from Holy Writ, that 
Paul left Rome after his enlargement, in the 
year 63.in Spas, or in his way thither; but . 
whether he was forcibly brought back again, 
or whether he was bound to return, ‘is not 
known; and inthis year St. James fuffered 
Martyrdom at Serufalem, in whofe place Si- 
mon his Brother was chofen Bifhop. anno 64. 
Paul took fhipping out of Gallia and failed 
into Greece. <Anuo 65. Paul vifited the 
Churches in Macedonia, and landed at Troas, 
where Carpus was Bifhop. Thence he went up 
into Phrygia unto Laod:cea, and from thence 
wrote his firft Epiftle to Timothy at Ephefus, 
promifing fhortly to come to him ; but it fell 
out otherwife ; for a Perfecution hapning at 
Rome, lie hafted thither, and accordingly go- 
ing from Laodices to Miletum, he failed for 
Corinth, and fo away for Rome. In the mean 
time the poorChriftians were torn withBeatts, 
crucified, and burntin the Fire ; but thefe 
Apofiles greatly encouragedthem. Now was 
St.x Paul claptin Prifon. Anno 66. Timothy 
and Trophimus came to Rome to St. Paul. 
Anno 67. St. Peter was crucified with his Head 

downwards, and Olympas and Rhodion his 
Companions fuffered with him. St. Pex! was 


arrived at Rome, where the Centurion con- beheaded, and with him fuffered his Come 


figned the Prifonsrs to the Prefect of the Pre- 


panions riftarchus, Trophimus, and Pudens, 


fn Account of the Places mentioned in this Difcourfe, and which are taken notice of in the 
P, by Figures, Letters, or other Marks of diftinttion, 





1 YErufalem. 18 Derbe. 35 Chies- 52 Salmons. £ Phanicia, 
J 2 Samaria. 19 Attalia, 36 Samos, 53 Beautiful haven. Cyprus. 
3 Gaze, ‘20 Troas. . 37 Trogillum. 54 Lafea, h Pamphyliag 
4 Azote. 2t Samothracia. 38 Myeales, 55 Phenix. i Pifidia. 
§ Damafcus. 22 Neapolis. 39 Miletum, 56 Glaudia, k Lycaonia. 
6 Cefarea. 23 Philippia. 40 Goos. _§7 Syrtes, 1 Phrygia. 
7 Tarfus. 24 Amphibolis. 41 Rhodes, 58 Malta, ‘m Galatia, 
8 Lydia. 25 Apollonia. 42 Patara. 59 Syracufa. n Afa. 
"9 Fopps. 26 Theffalonica. 43 Tyre. 60 Rhegium. o Myfia, 
10 Cafares. 27 Berea. 44 Ptolemais, 61 Puteoli. p Bit byniz. 
11 Antioch. 28 Athens. 45 Antipatris, 62 Apiut. q Macedonia, 
12 Salamis. 29 Corinth, g6 Rome. x Achaia, 
13 Paphos. 39 Genchrea, 47 ddrimyite, a Judea. s Greece, 
14 Perga. ZI Sicyon. 48 Sidon, b Samaria, ° t Iealy, 
15 Antioch 32 Ephefus, 49 Myra. c Arabia, u Creet, or Candia. 
36 Iconium., 33 fon. 50 Alexandria, dl Syria. x Africa, 
a7 Lyfre. 34 Adtylene. ‘St Gnidus. e Cilicia, 
ttNn: Tre 
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Khe Lives of the APOSTLES. 
The LIFE of S&.MATTHEW the Evangelift, 


Was an Hebrew of the Hebrews, the Son 
of Alpheus, and Mary, Kinfwoman 
to the Blefed Virgin, though the Ara- 
bick Writer of his Life, calls his Father’s 
Name Ducu, and his Mothers Ksrutiar, both 
‘ Originally defcended of theTribe of Mfachar, 
Me was the firft of the Evangelifts, that 
wrote the Gofpel and Hiffory of our Saviour, 
in which great Work he was affifted by the 
Holy Ghoft, The place of his Birth is not cera 
tainly known, but that he was a Galilean 
is not doubted, and by fome "tis faid that he 
was Born at, or near Capernaxm, though the 
Arabick Author aforefaid, affirms him to be 
Born at Nazareth, belonging to the Tribe of 
Zebulun, He was a Publican, and by Pro. 
feffion an Officer employ’d in the gathering 
the Emperor’s 702, or Caftoms, being-an em- 
ployment of great Reputation amongift the 
Romans, however vilitied among the Jews ; 
and without doubt very profitable,which he 
quitted to follow Chriff in all his meannefs, 
After his being Ele&ed to the /poflefhip, 
he continued amongft the spofiles, till our 
Saviour's Afcenfion, and then for about eight 
Years Preached up and down in Judea; Af- 
terwards which way he fteer’d his Travels for 
the Converlion of the Gentiles, is not cer- 
tainly knowh, but £thiopia is the place 
moft generally aflign’d him for his Province, 
tho’fome affirm, he went firft into Parthia. 
His Gofpel is {aid to have been written at 
Jerufalem at the Entreaty of the Fewifh Con- 
vuerts, and as Epiphanius adds,by the appoint. 
ment of the. Apofles about eight Years after 
Our Savicur’s Death. Nicephorus makes it 15 
after his .sfcnfion: At leaft ic muft needs 
have been written before this difperfion of 
the dpoftles.if S. Bartholomew carried it along 
with him into Jndis, and there left it; for 
Pourcuus Preaching the Faith in the Indes, 
found there a Copy of St. Matthew's Gofpcl 
written in Hebrew,which he brought to Alex- 
sxaria, and was preferved to his time inthe 


S= Matthew, otherwife called Levi, 


Library of Cefarca,which Original being loft,. 


we bave only the. Greek Verfin, whofe Author 


is unknown, though feveral do attribute jr. 


to St. James, or St John; Another Copy was 
found by the Nazarenes, ar Ber ea,in the time 
of St Hierom, as he himfelf affirms, adding 
withall, that he obtained leave of the Naze 
rews to tranfcribe theirs, and that he fafter. 
wards Tranflated it into Greck and Latins 
and another was found by good Teftimonies 
in the digging up the Grave of St. Barnabas, 
4nno Dom. 485. being a Tranfeript of the 
Apoftles own writing : But of all thefe Copies 
we hear not of any extant; however the 
Greek Tranflation done by S. John or S. James, 
hath been all along generally receivedas Au. 
thentick, and therefore reckoned among the. 
Canonical Books of Holy Scripture, 

It is agreed by ancient Writers, that he. 
fuffered Martyrdom at Naddaber in A: thiepia, 


but as to what fort of Death, and'where he. 


was Buried, we are to feek ; only Dorotheus 
will have it, that he was honourably Buried 


at Hierapolis in Parthia, one of the firft places. 


where he Preached to the Gentiles, 

St. Auftin obferves, that S, Matthew is exe 
agin his Account of the Royal Extradtion. 
of our Saviour,and in his defcribin g the Life 
he Jed amongft us; whereas St. Job foars 


higher, and immediately declares the Divie. 


nity of our Saviour, His Writings alfofeem 


more Piousand Inftrutive to theCapacity of 
the meaneft, fince he more particularly toue- 


ches onthe sions and Difcourfes with which 


Our Saviour did (as it were) qualify his Di-. 


vine Wifdom, and Majefty ; that his Exam- 
ple may be in fome mealure imitable, and 
proportionable to our weaknels, "Tis notto 
be queftioned,-but GOD had great reafons to 
caule his Laws to be written ; yet we may 
fay, Chr:#'s chief defign has ever been to 
write them in our Hearts, to the end our 
Actions might be vifible Charaéfers, of that 
invifible Love he bears us, and which we 
ought to fhew each other, For the princi pal 
defign of our Savio » is notro inftrué us by 
written Moras, but by the Example of his 
Life, which was continually to be renewed in 


ourMinds,by the Operations of the Holy Ghoft, 
to. 


The Contents of St. Matthew's Go/jel. 


to the end his Vertue, as well as his Verity, 
might be reprefented from Age to Age, by 
lively Aéions, and not by dead Works: and 
therefore though it be neceffary to read con- 
tinually the Ho Scriptures, if we fhould un- 
derftand them all, yet this knowledge alone 
will not make us Chrif’s D:fciples, and we 
do not at the fame time feel this knowledge 


302’ 
influencing our A@iexs, and regulating our 
behaviour under all conditions. 

Having given you the Life of this Evan- 
Selif and Apoftle, I thall conclude his Life: 
with the Contents of his Gofpel, which me-- 
thod I thall take tothe Lives of the reft of 
the 4poftles, that are Pen Men in the Hiftory 
of the New-Tefament, 


The Contents of the Gofpel according to St, Matthew. 


His Golpel chiefly treats of thefe two 
T ‘things, viz. of the Perfon ofthe Me- 
fahand Meaiator, who is Fcfas Gbrift, and of 
of his Office or Charge, how he fet.about it 
at firft, afterwards continued in the fame, 
and laft of all fully acquitted himfelf there. 
of and difcharged it. 

As concerning his Perfon, our Evangelift 
fheweth, that he was the true Emmanuel, 
promifed in the Old Tefament, that is to fay, 
true GOD, and true Max, in Unity of Perfon, 
Asto his human Nature, he fets down his- 
Genealogy, his Conception by the Holy Hi 
his being born of the Virgin Mary, and the 
name which was given to him by the -ngel, 
Chap. 1, That certain Wife Men from the 
Esft, being wonderfully informed of his 
Birthby the appearance ofa new Star, came 
te worlhiphim ; that Herod terrified with the 
Report of the Wife Men, concerning a Grear 
King that was Born, caufed all the Children 
of Bethlehem from two Years and under,tobe 
putto Death ; but that jofeph and Mary, be- 
ing warned by GOD in a Dream, fled with 
the Child ejus into Egypt, and afterwards 
returning thence with him, went and dwelt 
at Nazareth, Chap TI. 

Concerning his Office, he declares, how he 
was at firft prepar’d for it; and how after- 
wards he diicharged it, That John the Bap- 
tiff his Fore-runner prepar’d the way for him, 
by his Preaching, and the Charater he gave 
of him, that he baptized him; and how he 
wasfolemnly inaugurated and inftall’d in the 
fame by the Father and the Holy Gho/t, from 
the Higheft Heavens, Chap. TT. That he was 
yet further prepar’d and difpos’d for the great 
Ofice he was to uncertake by a miraculous 
Faft of 40 days,as wellas by feveral Combiats 
with the Temprer in the Wildernefs 5 that 
after this he betook himfelf ro the difcharg- 
ing of his Office and Funéfion, not only in his 
State of Humiliation, but alfc in that of his 


Exaltation. That in his State of Humiliation, 
he began with the Exercife of his Prophetical 
Offce, and that in order thereto he left Naz2- 
reth, and camé and dwelt at Capernaum, 
Preaching in the Syxagogues of Galilee, and 
confirming his DoG@rine with many Miracles, 
Chap. TV. Our Evanzelif gives us a par- 
ticular Account of a moft Excellent Sermon, 
which Jefus Chrift Preached upon the Moaur. 
in which he declares, wherein the Happinefs 
of histrue Difciples doth confift, and purg-- 
eththe Doétrine of the Law, from the cor. 
rupt Gloffes and Interpretations, the Pha- 
viJeeshad put upon it, Chap, V. He teach- 
eth how we areto behave our felves, in our 
giving of 4lms. in our Prayers, and that we 
are not to be folicitoufly careful about the. 
neceffities and maintenance of our outward 
Life, Chap. VI. As alfo that we ought not 
to judge our Neighbour, to beware of Falfe 
Prophets, and not only to be Hearers, but. 
doers and keepers of the Word of GOD, Chap. 
VII. Moreover he relates his healing Shi a 
Leper, curing divers Maladies; hisappeafing 
Of 2 Tempeft at Sea by rebuking the Winds 
and Waves, and his cafting out of Devils, 
Chap. VII. His curing of onefick of the. 
Palfey, his calling St. Matthew from the re- 
ceit of Cuftem to the Apoflcfbip, his healing. 
a Woman of her Bloedy Iffue, his raifing a. 
Rulers Daughrer to Life,and calling out a dumb 
Devilfrom one that was poféffea. Chap. 1X. 
His fending out his 12 Apsfiles before him, 
to Preach the Gofpel, giving them Power 
to caft out unclean Spirits, and Inftiru@ions 
how to behave themfelves in their Miffion, 
Chap. X. He givesan Account of the Ho- 
norable Teftimony given by our Saviour to 
Jokn, the Baptiff who had fent two of his 
Diferples to be inform’d by him, whether in. 
deed he were the true ™ fia, that was to 
come; fets down the dreadful denunciations 
pronounced by him againft thofe Gisie:, thar 


bad 
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had reje€ted his Gofpe/, as-alfo his gracious 


invitation to all Jabouring and heavy laden , 


Sinners, Chap. XI. His Apology tor his 
Difciples, plucking and eating the ears of 
Corn on the Sabbath-day; his ridding him- 
felf of the Snareslaid for him by the Phari- 
fees; his cafting outa Blind and aumb Devil ; 
his accufing and convincing of the Pharifees, 
of their Sinning againft the Holy Ghost, for 
which he threatens them with Eternal Dam- 
tation; and hisdeclaring who Ipiritually and 
in truth are his Mother, his S:fters and Bro- 
thers, Chap. XII. His reprcfenting and de- 
icribing the condition of nis Chr4 here on 
Earth, by divers Similitudes and Parables, 
as of the Sower, the Muffard-feed, the Trea- 
Sure hid inthe Field; the Merchant and Draw- 
net caft into the Sea, and his being difregar- 
ded and defpis’d inhisownConnery, Chap. XIII. 


Our Evangelift alfo gives us an account of .G 


the Imprifonment and Death of Juhn the Bap- 
sift, with the.canfes of both ; of Jefus Carift’s 
feeding 5000 Men, with 5 Loaves and 2 
Fifbes ; his going upon the Water, appealing 
the Tempeft, and healing many Sick Perfons 
inthe Land of Genezaret, only by touching 
the Hem of his Garment, Chap, XIV. As 
likewife how he defends his Di,csples, accufed 
by the Pherifees for eating with unwajhed 
Hand:, declaring what it is that really defiles 
a Man; delivers the Daughter of the Canace 
nitifh Woman, vexed with .a Devil, and fa- 
tisfies the Hunger of govo Men, befides Wo- 
men and Children, with 7 Loaves anda few 
Fifhes, Chap. XV. How he reproves the 
Pharifees, who demanded.a Sign of him from 
Heaven, and warns his Difciptes to beware of 
their and the Sadduces Leaven: how St. Peter 
having honourably confefs’d and own’d him, 
not only for himfelf, butin the name of his 
Fellow- Apoftles, he promifeth him the Keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, and foretells his 
Sufferings and Death, as alfo his Refurreétion 
and Affumptionto Glory, Chap. XVI. How 
upona very high Mountaix, he gives a view 
Of his Glory, by being transfigured in the pre- 
fence of 3 of his Difeiples, teacheth them 
that john the Baptift was the Eliah that was 
tocome; healetha Lanatick Perfon, by caft- 
ing outthe Dev: that tormented him, fore- 
telleth a fecond time his Death and R-fur- 
reflion, and payeth Tribute, Chap. XVII. 
How he exhorteth his Difcip‘es to Hamility, 
to avoid Offences, to refift evil Luffs, not to 
defpife little ones,by aSimilitude drawnfrom 


The Conteats of St. Matthew’s G:fpel. 


a Los Sheep ; teacheth , how the 

t ; ought to 
behave themifelves towards a sith eit has 
offended themfand how often to forgive him 


illuftrating his Do&rine with the Parable of: 


a King, who having forgiven 10000 Talents 
to his Servant, punifheth him for fhewin 

no Mercy to his fellow Servant 3 Chap. XVIII 
Teacheth that a Man may not divorce his 
Wife but for the caute of adultery, to whom 
Marriage is neceflary , bleffeth the little Chil. 
dren brought unto him; fheweth a youn 

Man what he ought to do to inherit Eterna 
Life; how difficult it is for rich Men to be 
Saved; and the great Reward they fhall re. 
ceive, who have forfaken all things to follow 
him, Chap, XIX. By the Similitude of La 
bourers Sent to work in the icyard, he des 
clares that the Reward GOD gives to his Sera 
vauts, is wholly gratuitous, and of meer free 
race ; he forctels his approaching Pafion, 
and reproves the Mother ot Zebedecs Children 
for her ambitious demand, and warneth his 
4Apoftics not to afpire after greatnefs or Su. 


Periority ; and reitores 2 bind men to their - 


Sight, Chap. XX. He maketh his Royal 

Entry into Jerufalem; curfeth the Barren 

Fig Tree; difputeth in the Temple with the 

Priests, concerning his Authority and Perfon, 

Chap. XXI. By the Parable of perfons in. 

vited to the Marriage of the King's Son, he 

fheweth thatthe vifible Church is never withe 

Out Hypocrites, and that all the true Members 
thereof muft have on the Wedding Garment - 
that Tribute muft be paid to Cefar ; that in 
the. Refurreftion there is neither marrying, 
Nor giving in Marriage; that the Samm and 
Subftance of the Law confiftsin loving GOD 
and our Neighbour ; that he is not only the 
Son of David,butalfo his LORD, Chap:XXII. 
He teacheth his Difeiples, with refj pettto the 
Pharifees, that they ought indeed to hear 
what they teach conformable to the Do&trine 
of Mofes and the Prophets, but not to do ac- 
cording to their Works, nor to imitate their 
Hypocrifie, Pride and Blood thirftine(s or perft- 
cutingeSpirit, Chap. XXIH. He foretels 
the DeftruStion of the Temple and Gity of Je 
réfalem, with the Signs that fhould be the 
Fore-runners of it, and of his coming to Judge 
ment; and exhorteth to Watchfulnefs and 
Prayer, Chap. XXIV. He propounds the 
Similitude of ro Virgins going forth to 
meet the Bridegroom; and.of the Servants 
to whom their Mafter had varioufly diftribu- 
ted his Talents,.to be improved by them and 
defcribes 
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defcribes his Jaft coming to Judgment, and 
the grounds upon which men hall be either 
acquitted or condemned at that day, Chap, 
XXV.He foretelleth again hisSafferings which 
he was now entring upon.. The Evangelift 
relates how the Chief Priefts and Scribes take 
Counfel together to feize. him ; Judas treats 
with them about Betraying him into their 
Hands, and the Lord difcovers the Traytor, 
to his fellow Difciples ; he celebrates the Feaft 
of the Paffover with them, and in ftead there- 
of fubfticutes his Holy Supper ; foretels his 
Difeiples Flight and leaving of him, and 
Peter's denial. He fets down the beginning 
of his Sufferings in the Garden, his Agony 
and Prayers; his being betrayed and taken, 
led bound to Caiaphas, examined, and pro- 


nounced worthy, of. Death:.S. Peter denies fp 


him ‘thrice, Chap, XXVI. Judas repenting, 
hangs himfelf, Carif? is brought before Pilate, 


who in vain ftrives to fave him, and at Iaft 
delivers him tobe Crucified, after that he had 
been Scoarged.The Souldsers Crown him with 
Thorns. mock and revile him. He is led out 
of the City bearing his Grofs, and being come 
to the place, he is ftript of his Cloathes, for 
which the Sozldiers caft Lots ; and nailed to 
the Crofs between two Thieves: He dies (aftet 
that by many Wonders and Prodigies he had 
evidenced himfelf to be the Son of GOD): 
and is buried, Chap. XXVII. How the 
third Day after he arofe from the Dead, with 
the Predigies attending his Refurreftion , . 
and prefented himfelf alive to fome devout 
Women, and to his Difciplet, whom (being 
met together for that purpofe) he Authori- 
geth and chargeth to go and Présch the Gi- 
pel to all Nations, promifing to be with them - 
to the end of the World. . ; 
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‘ Aint MARK, tho’ by Name a Roman, in 
S appearance is certainly acknowledged to 
be of ‘jewifh Parents, and defcended from 
the Tribe of Levi, and according to Nice- 
phorus, Sifters Son to. Peter, tho’ fome have 
confounded him with jobs, Sirnamed. Mark 
the Son of Mary ; others with Mark, Sifters 
Son to Barnabas ; That he was one.of the 70 
all the Ancients agree ; yetnot a Follower of 


parts of Libys, and having abfolutély made - 
a Spiritual Conqueft of the People of thofe 
places, he returned to Alexandrie; where 
notwithftanding the long ftay,he there made, 
with the great pains he took, the Inhabitants 
were fo much concern’d for their old Pagan 
Idolatry, that it was an occafion of haftning 
his Martyrdore; for being. about the time of — 
our Eaffer, that they celebrated the folem- 


our Sevioxr, but a later Convert by fome of nities of their God Serapis; they enraged 


the Apoftles; moft probably S. Peser, whofe 
Attendant, Sanu nfs, and Interpreter he is 
thought to have been. For he was fent into 
Egypt by Peter, to plant the Go/pel in thofe 
parts,and {pent histime chiefly at Alexandria, 
where he tounded a.Ghurckh, which was the 
fecond Epifcopal See; And inthis Gity and 
parts adjacent heConverted greatMultitudes, 
not only to the embracing the. Christian 
Faith, but the Profeffion of a move than or- 
dinary ftri&t and even Monaftick Life ; and 
thefe Eufebius, and after him Epiphanius, 
§. Hierom, and of later days Barons think 
to be the fame which thofe Therapeute, or 
Se& of People living about the Mareorick 
Lake in Egypt, whom Philo Judeas def{cribes 
at large, as a Se& of Men of a moft fevere 
Life, and wholly devoted to Studious Soli- 
tude. 
From Alexandria he went more Weft. 
ward to Marmorica, Pentapolis, and other 


at his averfion to their. Religion, .and his 
maintain:ng another fo contrary to it, broke 
into the place where-he:was at his Devotion, 
and tying Cords.to his. Feet, dragg*d him 
through the Gity, to .a place a little out of | 
the Town called Bucelus : By which dragging — 
over the Stones and rough places, his Bod 
was fo torn and bruifed, that he died there. 
of, and the remaitider of his torn Body was 
then removed , and carried to Fenice, and 
lies interr’d in the Church of S. Mark, one 
of the moft magnificent. Buildings ‘perhaps 
in the World: and. is accounted. the Patron . 
and Tutelar Saint of Venice. os 

His Gofpel was written by him, at the in- 
ftance of the converted Jews at: Rome, when 
he was there with Peter, they being defi. . 
rous to have in writing what the Apoftle had 
fo often declared to them in his Preach 
ing, Thereisfome Difpute, whether it was 
writ in Greek orLatin;thofethat would have ic 

in 
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in Latin alledge,that it was for the ufe of the yet there are Hiffries which he relates tore 


Inhabitants at Rome; the others fay th : 
i 3 the’ y thatthe at length, and of wh : 
Greek rene the then modifh Language there, particuiss Circanillenece ne Heletibes the 
au fobs ue it was the Tongue there chief-  'Tis obfervable, that whatfover care 
iz poker by Strangers 3 and the Venetians Saviour took to teach his Apoftles du ae 
a . oe et Corr, hich oe his Life, by making them Spetlitcs ring 
: e the Original Copy only of his publick AGions. bur of f: 
of his own Hand, at Aquileia. . ons, but of his fe. 
guilera. cret and private Life, and by dif . 
1 S. oven demands why our Saviour them. the Myfteries ane eae ‘which? ° 
eying velye Apofiles, there were but Two {pake in publick ; yet they have faid he 
bicus e ae to write the Gofpe/, thing of our Saviour, and his Holy Veriti ae 
. ee ie" here vee it = vel as vaich they were fo perfe&ly informed ty 
Pee : re only the apofiles they were renewed by the Holy spjpso” 
Difeiples? To which he antfwers himfelf, were become in { Y fore i Spirit, and 
au fuch Holy Men did nothing through a S. Chryfoftom galls leat di Tine Mes 4s 
thi ue oe sea guided themfelves inall  §. Mark writ his Gofpel in the third or 
: Pek ye 7 oe of God’s Spirit,and by of Claudius his Reign, that isto { es 
be Thik Evangelip ee ot a tates - ey third after the Birth of our pr 
. ho 2 tt ’ Fs ‘ ° 
in feveral Places,and often epitomiz'd him ; ae ten Years after his Pafion, : 


Lhe Contents of the Go/pel according to S. Mark. 


T HE Contents of this Book or Gofpel, are how from a {mall Beginning it proceeds toa 


_ tnuch the fame with that of S. ‘Mat. wonderfu! greatnefs and encreafe ; he appeafe 


thew,.as containing the fame Matter, tho’ eth a Tem 
‘dhorter and more abridg’d, He defcribes how of Devils potas We ae a Legion 
‘na feftshe exercifed his Officer here on Earth, Iffie, and raifeth Fairus his Day bee’ ge 
a i on he behaved himfelf in the dif. Chap. V. He teacheth in his oun Ch 2 , 
Fo hed Sade ipPhetical Ration, wherein where he is contemned,and fends his amt 
ge pie i ; ie si in - ee , prerch the Giles the Opinion of Hout 
? : , by m alfo (who beheaded 79 
ae - ee : How after having defeated concerning ae cae pares) and others 
= ro s Temp'ation, he began to preach with 5 Loaves and 2 Fishes walkerh ry 
a ba Baca aa ee Ueeie caft. ne a healeth all that. couch him,Chap VI. 
Fe srity Healing 9, Peter's “He cenfures the Pharifees f coe ae 
Mother-in-Law of a Fever, ath many others the L ¢ rilees for making: void 
of their Maladies , and cleaning ae aw of GOD by their Traditions ; thew. 
2 a Leper, eth whatit i : 
« ap I How afterwards he healeth one Sick Devil from te Dae ; phar eaies 
of the Palfe ; calls S. Matthew to the apo- Woman, healeth one De if nd ne. 
flee cule Ds Difciples for not Fast. Chap. VII. He again Pome aa Dumb, 
Sa b pee oe the Ears of Corn onthe 7 Loaves and a few Fifbes ; refulech eo bias 
id pelts sap-IT. He reftores the Man a Sign to the Ph iti aden: heck’ hee 
mo us ee is followed by Difeples to beware of their Leaven, and f 
Fake is the Tr. h Of aie his 12 dpofiles, that of Hered j reftores Sight to a Biiad ms 
the Calumnies of his Evemion aed qeetin&® foretels his Suféring, and exhorteth his Dif 
seen ue s . ; aie and fheweth ciples to Patience in Perfi cution raifed againtt 
He teacheth ene Relations, Chap. II, them, for the Profeffion of the Gofpel. 
how the Word of Gop Parable of the sewer, Chap. VIII. He givesa view of his Glory 
ly, and preach’d pat be heard faving. upon the Mount, to three of his Dife‘ples Be 
Pecan bak enly: as alfo how the being transfigur’d before them ; anfwere hie 
li beg Seed Geos 3 groweth imperceptibly, Difciples Queition concerning the comin of 
ah : Parabi af in the Ground ; and from Eléar; Cafts out a Deaf and Damb § are 
¢ Parable Or a Muffard Seed, ftheweth foretelsagain his Paffion ; exhorteth his Dift 
ciples 
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diples to Homility, not to. hinder ‘fich as be 


7 - aaginfl che ‘and_ to’. avoid’ offtinces, 


ifpureth with the Pharifees 


' gouching Diuoreemeé +” Bleffeth little Chil- 


den, brought unto’ him; refolveth a Rich 
Mex how be may inherit Life Everlafing ; 
fheweth how great an obftacle Riches are to 
Ssfvation; promifeth Eternal Life to thofe 
that forfake ee enjoyments, for 
his fake ; foretels ~his Deeth: and Suffering, 
a third time ; rejects the ambitious Petition 
of Zebedees Sens; exhorteth his Difciples 
to Humility, and tq avoid alt affectation of 
Sdperiority, and reftoreth to Baertinens his 
sight, Cha. X. He Rideth ‘with Triumph 
into Ferufalem , curfeth the Barren Figtree, 
porgeth the Temple of Buyers and Sellers; 
exhorteth his . Difcsples ta Redfaftnefs of Faith, 
and to forgive their Exemies, and . juftifies 
his Aétions by the witnefs of ohn cada, 
Chap. XI. He reproacheth the 7#: with 
their ingratitude, by the Parable. of a Vine-- 
yer let out to Husbandmen, who abufed 
and kill’d, firft the Servants, and then the 
Son of the Mafter of the Vineyard; avoid- 
eth the Snare laid for him by the Pharifees 
and Heredians, .about paying Tribute te, 
Cafar ; convinceth the Error ef the Se%du- 
sees, Who denied the Refurreffien; teacheth 
which is the firft and chiefeft Commandment, 
and thac he is not only the Son, but alfo the’ 
the Lerd of David; exhorteth all to beware 
of the Ambition and Hypocrify of the 
Scribes and Pharifees, and commendeth the. 
Pur Widew that caft 2 Miter, into .the Zrea- 
fry, Chap. XII. He foretele the Deftru@ion 
of the Temple, the Perfecutionf=Sr. the Gofpel, 
which muift be Preachsd to all Nations; the 
great miferies and extream calamities that 
were to happen to.the Jews ; a8 alfo his come’ 


ing to Judgment; the hour of which being 
chien be ehoceth all to Watch and 










MARK sGoffel === 35 
Pray, Chap. XI. The chief Priefr’ take 
Counfel together how to take Felt ; precios 
Cixtment is poured an his. Head by a UGinan, 5 
Judes. bargains’ with the chief Priefs about 
betraying Fefvas. who celebrates the Pafever 
with his Difcsples'; foretelis that-one of then: | 
fhould Betray him; inftitutes his Holy Supe 
per; Boretels his. Pafiin, Death and ‘Refer: 
reflim, ag alfo the Hight of his Difeipnr 
and Peters dinisl', ‘the begining of Kis Sof? 
Sferings in the .Garden by extream. Sotrow and 
EHeavinefs, accompanied with.carneff Prager, 
for the, removal of his Cap; he is betrayed. 
by Judas with a Kifs, -appreliended, led to, 
the Hizh ene: examined, accufed.by filfe, 
Witneffes, andcondemned to Death; S. Peter 


thrice. denies him, Chap. XIV. He is broughe 


before Pilate, the Gevernour, who wauld 
have releafed him, but at the inftance. of 
the Jews releafeth Berabbes, and delivers 
Sofas’ to be Scourged and Crucified ; heis . 
Crowned with Thorns, Spit on and, Mocked, 
and Crucified between two Thieves, the Jems - 
Blafphemoyfly deriding him; he Dieth; the 
Centurion owneth him to be.the Ses of GoD, 

and ishonourably Buried by Jofephof sAri- 


-mathes, Chap XV. On the Morning ofthe 


third day, he Riferh from the Dead; and 
gives. full afflirance thereof'ro fome devquc 
Wemen, by the appearance and teftimony of 
an Angel, and afterwards to his Difciples, by: 

V0, 


‘appearing in ses antong them ; 


ing commanded his Difciples to go and Preach 
the Gefpel thenoghuntt the whole World, and. 
promifed to beitow upon’ them tie ith ol 


| Miracle, he dfeenideth imo Heavem,, a 
‘The: 


Siseeth at ‘the Right Hand of GOD. ‘The 
Apofiles enter upon their Miniferial Fanion,. 
Preaching. the .Gofpel every where, and Fefus' 
fulfils the’ Promifes he had made them by 
confirming their Dottrin. with Signs and: 


Mirgeles, — 


Ti be LIFE of S.LU KE the Evangelift. 


GAint Luke was without: all controverfie 
Bornat Antioch, the chief City of'Syria,’ 


famous for being one of themoft flouri ing 


Academies in the World, replenitht wit 

Schools of good Literature, and very eminent 
Profeffors of all rts and Sciences, as alfo 
being the place where the Difciples firft took 
the name of Chriftieus ; here being Educated 
from his Childhood, he madea good profi- 


ciency in Lesrning, and forhis better im- 
provement, he vifited the chief Academies 
OF Afia and Greece, and having-in each of 
them Learnt what be Learnt, he re- 
turned to Antisch, and particularly applied . 
himfelf.to the Study of Phyfck, in which he 
became a great proficient. Moreover taking 
a delight in Painting, he became a great 
one therein, and made feveral Pifures i 
o < 
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the Bleftd Virgin, which appears from an 
fn{cription found in a Vaule, near the Chureb 
of S. Mary in Vie Late near Rome, which 
was this Uneee vii. 2B. Luca depiffee. ‘Tis 
moft geneially believed thar S. Luke was 
converted by S. Peni, at his firft being at 
Antioch, others fay at Thebes ; but where-ever 
it was, certain it is that Psu! had a very 
great kindnefs for him, and imploied him in 
matters of much importance, as putting great 
truftin him. ee 

Parting from Paul he isfaid to have gon 
Eaftward, and Preached in Egypt and feveral 
parts of Lybie, Epiphanins writes that he 
planted the Faith tirft in Dalmatia, and 
Gallia, then in Italy and Macedonia. About 
theplace of his Death, feveral Writers vary, 
-nor do they fay whether he was Martyr'd, or 
died a natwral Death : Some fay he died in 
Egypt, others in Greese: The Roman Mar- 
tyvology {aith in Bythinisa; . Doretheus at 
Ephejus ; Paulinus Bilhop of Nola, faith he 
died in Martyrdom, but names not the place; 
and Nicephorus is mote particular, faying , 
thac as he was zealoufly perfotming the 
Office of his Miniftry in Greece, he was at 
laft fer upon by fome of the under fort, who 
for want of a Crofs artificially made, Cru- 
cified him upon a Welsut-Tree: But Kirfre- 
mus fcom the Arabick Copy, pofitively 
affirms him tobe Martyr’d at Rome, - when 
he was left behind by S. Paul after his Impri- 
fonment 

The Writings of S. Luke, as univerfally 
owned as Canonical, are his Go/pel. and his 
Hiftory of the «4s of the <pofiles: The 
firft, faid to be written at Achaia, when he 
was with Paul, who is thought by fome to 
have bin a great affiftance to him in it, info- 
much that it has bin entituled S. Pauls Gof- 
pel; and all thismight feem probable enough, 
were it not that € Luke himfelf exprefly 
mentions, That whatfoever he writ in this 
Gofpel, he had it from the Teftimony of 


thofe, who from the beginning had been- 


Eye-witneflés of all our Saviours Works and 
Tranfactions ; and this as S. <dufin fays 
came to pafs by the wife Counfel of GOD, 
that of the 4 Evangelifis, 2 having bin dpe- 
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files, the remaining 2 fhould not befo, te 
the end it might not he believed there was 
any difference in their Writings, who faw 
the AGtions of our Saviour , and thofe that 
defcribed them, from the Faithful Relation of 
thofe that had feen them ; GOD defigning 
in this manner to fhew us, thatthe certitude 
of the Evangelical Hifery, comes not only 
from thofe that made it, and relate the 
things which they have feen, which is ordi. 
nary infeveral Hifories, whofe certainty is 
only Humanand Moral ; but that it is ground. 
ed on the particular afliftance of the Ail 
Spirit, who diated all their Words to the 
Evangelifts, as well to S. Mark and S. Luke, 
who were Difciples tothe Apofles, astoS,. 
Masthew and S. Fobn, who were <Apoftles 
pee Sea ; * 
Hifory of the 4%s of the «7, 

was Nettie ‘writ at Reme, at the ee 
his being there with Paul, in his firtt Impri- 
fonment, and were both originally written in 
the Greek Tongue, as may be concluded from. 
what S. ferom and others obferve in -the 
Elegancy of the Style, and ‘purity of the 
Greek above others of the Apoftles, that writ 
in that Language; and both thefe Works 
he dedicated to Theophilus, a Perfon of cone 
fiderable Honour and Quality, and one of his: 
principal Converts. He writ his Gofpel about. 
the year of Chrift 56. In the beginning of his 
Gofpel, he relares the Motive he had in writ. 


ing it faying, that feveral haftily undertook. 


to write the Evangelical Hiftory, he thought 
himfelf obliged to do it after an exa&-infore. 
mation, from thofe who had bin the Difpe 

fers and Minifters of it, and efpecially from 
S. Paul, to hinder the word of the Gofpel 


from being Sophifticaced by the mixture of. 


Error and Falfhood. 

S. Luke always remained in Celibacy, and 
arrived to the age of 84 years. The Church 
fays ofhim, that he continually bore on his 
Body the marks of the Cro/s, and therefore 
thought his Death was not honoured with 
fuffering: Yet one may fay, according tothe 
expreffion of 5. Jerom, That his life was a 
continual Martyrdom, 
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The Contents of she Gafpel according to S. LUKE. 


He matter of this Book is like that of 
T the 2 foregoing Gofpels, fave only that 
§. Luke relates teveral Circumftances, whic 
gre omitted by S. Metthew and S. Mark. 
After his preface he fers down who were the 
Father and Metker of S. John the Baptift, as 
likewife his Conception, and that of Fe/ns 
Chrift, declared by the Angel Gabriel to the 
Virgin Mary, who enquiring of the Angel 
about this great wonder, is farisfied by him; 
and giving a vilit to her Coufin Elizabeth is 
confirmed by her Teftimony, and in a par- 
ticular Seng of Prasfe magnifies the Lord for 
his wonderfull condefcertion. After this he 
relates the Birth and Gircumcifion of John the 
Baptift, and the Hy his Feather Zachary 
fang unto the Lerd, Chap. I. Next he 
declares when, where and of whom Chri? 
was Born; arid how his Birth was fignified 
by an Angel to the Shepherds; his Circumei- 
fron and prefentation in the Temple, where he 
is embraced by old Simeon, who being over- 
joy’d breaks forth into a Seng of Praife, and 
Prophecies concerning him, as likewile doth 
Anna the Prophete/t; his growth and advance 
in wifdom and favour with GOD and Man; 
and how atthe Age of s2 years, he quefti- 
oned with the Doffors in the Zemple, Chap II. 
When and how Josn the Beptif?, began his 
Minifiry, Baptizing, Preaching, and Exbors- 
ing all forts of Perfons, with great freedom of 
{peech, to Repentance, and pointing them to 
Fefas Chrift, how Fefus Chrift was Baptized 
by him, with the recital of his Genealogy, 
Chap. IIE How Cérift prepared himfelf tor 
the difcharge of his Ofice by a miraculous 
faft of 40 Days, and his vi&ory over the 
Tempter. He begins toteach in Galilee and 
at Nezareth, where he had been brought up; 
he proves, by explaining a paflage of the 
Prophet Ifaiak, himfelf to be the aaa 
Meffias ; declares that no Prophet is honour'd 
in hisown Countrey, for which his Countrey- 


men thruft him out of the City, with defign- 
- tokillhim, but he miraculoufly efcapes their 
hands. Afterwards he Preacheth at Caper 


naum , and there cafts out an unclean Spirit, 
and delivers S. Peters Mother in Law of a 
Fever, reftoring many other Sick and poffef- 
fed Perfens ; and after fome retirement ina 
Defert place, he proceeds to Preach the 
Kindgem of GOD in the Synagogues of Galilee, 





Chap. IV. He teacheth the People out of S. 
Peters Ship, and after a miraculous draught 
of Fifb, he calleth Siwon Peter, James and 
John to the Apoftlefbip, cleanfeth a Leper, 
and healeth one Sick of the Palfe; calls S. 
Matthew from the receit of Cuffem, to be an 
Apofile ; defends himfelf againft the accuta- 
tion of the Scribes and Pharifees, who charged 
him for eating. with Publicans and Sinners ; 
Juftifies his Difciples for not Fafting, Chap.V. 
As alfo for their plucking the Ears of Corn 
on the Sabbath day; and on the fame day 
reftores the Man that had his Hand Withered ; 
he chufeth his 12 pefiles; and declares, 
wherein true Blefledneis confifts, and the 
accurfed ftate, and unhzppinefs of ungodly 
Men and Hypocrites ; exborteth to Love our 
Enemies, and bya fimilitude fheweth that 
not the bearers, but doers of the Word of GOD 
fhall be faved, Chap Vi. He reftores to 
Health the Servant of a Centurion, who was 
at the Point of Dying; xaifeth from the 
Dead, the Widows Son at Nain who was 
cartied forth to be Buried; anfwersthe Dif- 
ciples of John the Baptif?, who were fent to 
him by their Mafer, to whom he givesan 
honourable Teftimony, before the Muleitudes 
aflembled to hear him; complains of the 
Scifneckednefs of the Jews ; and fitting at 
Table with Simon the Pharsfee, he forgives 
Mary Magdalens Sins, in confideration of her 
great Love, and hearty Repentance, Chap. 
VII. He proceeds to Preach the glad tidings 
of the ‘Kingdom through every City and Vil- 
lage, being accompanied by ‘his sdpoftles, and 
fome devout Women, who miniftred to him 
of their fubftance ; fheweth by the fimilitude 
of a Sower, how we oughr to hear the Mord 
of GOD ; and by that ofa Candle, how we 
ought to Preach it; fheweth who are his 
Mother and Brethren; Calmeih a great 
Tempeft. upon the Sea; cafteth a L-gion of 
Devils out of a poffefled Perfor; whereupon 
leave was given, to enter into the Herd of 
Swine ; healeth a Woman, who had been long 
offli&kd with a Bloody iffue, and va:feth the 
Daughter of Fairus to Life:Chap VEL He fends 
forth his Apofiles to Preach giving them power 
O-er Unlean Spirits, and to cure all Dérfeafes ; 


Herod, defires to fee him, he fati-fes th: hun< 


ger of 5000 Mew, with 5 Loaves and 2 
Go2 F: {bess 
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Fifbes; enquires of his Difciples, what opi- 
nion the World had of him ; foretels his 
Sufferings, informs them what are the-necef- 
fary qualifications of thofe who would be his 
Difciples; he affords a glimps of his Glery on 
the Mount, to 3 0f his Difciples ; cafts out 
an Evil Spirit from a Youth, which his Dif- 
ciples had atcempted, but could nor ; he again 
- foratels his Paffen, rebukes his Difeiples for 
their affe&ing of fuperiority, and defiring 
revenge againit the Semaritens, and teach. 
eth them how they muft follow him, Chap.IX. 
He ordains 70 Difeiples, amd fends them 
forth to Preach, inftcu&s them how to behave 
themfelves, menaceth the Crees that had 
 reje&ted the Gofpel; the Difciples return to 
him with great Joy, for that the Dev:/s were 
fubje& unto them, fheweth wherefore they 
-ought chiefly to rejoyce; breaks forth into a 
Divine Doxolgy , and pronounceth them 
happy for feeing and hearing the -things 
which they did; anfwers a Lawyer, who de- 
manded of him, what he mutt do to obtain 
eternal Life, and by the Persble of the man 
fallen amongit Thieves, fheweth whois our 
Neighbour; he is entertained by 2 Sifters 
Mary and Marthe, of whom he commends the 
one, and reproves the other, Chap, X. He 
teacheth his Difsipler to Pray, and by the 
fimilitude of an importunate friend, and_ the 
Love of a Father to his Children , aflures 
them of being heard; he proves from the 
Parable of a {trong Man drased, that he did 
not caft out Devils by Belzebub; declares 
that the Qecen of Ethiopia, and the Ninevites, 
fhall rife in Judgment againft thofe, who 
rej:& the Gofpel; cenfures the Scribes and 
Pharifees for'theix Hyprecrify and Perfecuting 
of Gods. Mefengers, and threatens them with 
heavy Panifbments, Chap. XI. He exhorteth 
his Difeeples boldly to Preach the Gofpel, not 
fearing the worft their Perfecators can do, 
which isto Kill their Bodies; refufeth to con- 
_ eern himfelfaboue dividing the inheritance 
between 2 Brothers, and by-the Parable of a 
Rich Men, who had heaped up Riches, with 
out the Jeaft care taken of his .Soz/ ; warneth. 
the People to take heed of Covetoufnefs, and. 
of being overfollicitous about the necéflaries 
of Life, and exhorts them before and above 
all things to feek the Kingdom of .Heavens. 
which once obtained would procure them 
all things ; exhorteth to liberal a&s of Chz- 
rity, tO Prayer, to watchfulnefs, and to be. 
aways ina xeadine& to open to him, becaufe 


he will come unexpedtedfy ; foretels the 
fhall arife by occafion of the 
Gofpel, and warneth all to makeufe of the 
prefent.time of grace, for reconciliation with - 
their Advetfary, left in cafe of negle& they 


Divifiens that 


be left to the fevere Fu/fice of GOD, Chap. 
Upon occafion of fome fad events, he 


urgeth Repentance and amendment of Life ; 


as likewife by the Parable of a Barren Fig. 
tree, he reftoreth a crooked Womas, who had 
been bowed together for the fpace of 18 
years ; defcribes the wonderful vircue, and 


encreafe of the Kingdoms of GOD, by the 


fimilitude .of a grain of Muftardfeed, and of 
Leaven; exhorts to enter in at the ftraic 
gate, threatens Hypecrites with their being 
fhut out of Heaven, and caft into Hell; re. 
proves Jerusalem for her Stifnecked impeni. 
tence, and foretells her deftcu@ion, Chap. XIII. 
He healeth one fick of the Drop/y on the Sab- 


bath, and juftifies his fo doing ; exhorteth | 


to Humility, and to feaft the Poor ; compares 
the Kingdom of GOD toa great Supper, to 
which many of the invi 


bearing their Crofs, to confider ferioufly with 
themfelves what true Chriftianity, will cof 
them, even the total renouncing and forlak- 
ing of all things, Chap. XIV. By the Pe- 
rable of the Lf Sheep, and Groat, he repre. 
fents the joy that is in Hesven for the re. 


turn of Penitent Sinners ; and by that ofthe - 


Prodigal Son, {ets forth the great kindnefs; 
compaffion and Love, wherewith GOD em- 
braceth thofe who by true Repentance turn 
unto him, Chap. XV. By the Parable of 
the Unjuft Steward, he exhorts men to make 
themfelves friends of the Mammon of un- 
righteoufnels, by employing itin Alms:-Dueds 
and aé&s of Charity; theweth the impoffibi- 
lity of ferving GOD and Covetoufne/s ; the 
unchangeablenefs of the Lew, and the un- 
lawfulnefS of Divorce. By the - Parable of 
the Rich. Voluptuary, and Lazarus the Bege 
gar, be lively reprefentsthe different rewards, 
thar await Volapenous ¥, and refigned | 
felf-denial, after this life is ended, Chap XVI. 


He theweth with how great care we ought to - 


avoid the occafion of offences, and how ready 
to forgiveone another; fets forth the Divine. 
Power of Faith, and that after we have 


done all that is commanded ws, we areto . 


own our felves unprofirable Servants; he 


healeth 10 Lepers, teacheth that the Kiag- - 


dom Of GOD. is not to. be Jookt for ae 
but 


Guefts refule to 


" Telents, he teacheth to 
come; teacheth his Difciples to follow him, — patie 
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in us; an fi f his ners with him in his Kingdom ; foretells S. Pe- 
tat witha ee, CMB. Xvi By the ser's fall, but with the comfortable affurance 


' parable of the unjuft Fudge, and the impor- that his Faith fhould not fail ; he Prayeth in the 


+a fhewsthe wonderful efficacy Garden on the Mount of Olives, and being in | 
ranate ie earneft, Pray s and by that of a dreadful <geny, {weats drops of Blood ; Judas 
h Pharifee and Psblican who went upto the betrays him with aKifs; he isfeized by a band 
Ie to Pray; the danger of Spiritual of armed men, healeth Malchuss Ear; he is 
pons Sa the good of Humility and felf abafe- brought to the High -Prief’s Hall, where Seer 
e, which above all outward Religions pet denies him thrice ; 1s beaten,mocked a abufed 
foed snees, recommends and makes us accep- by the Seuldiers; and owning himfelf, before 
ble to G OD; upon occafion of little Chil- the Councel of the ews, to be the Sox of GOD, 
4 ; bein brought to him, he teacheth the is judged worthy of Death , Chap XXII He 
moe B  pecoming like them, if ever we is brought before Pilate the Geverssur, who 
Sie into the Kingdom of GOD; He having examined him, declares, he finds no 
anfwers the Rich Man's queftion, who de- faulc in him ; Pilate fends him to Hered, who 
+t ded of him, what he muft doto inherit with his Offcers doth abufeand deride him, and 
Ber al Life; fhews how prejudicial Riches bres cui aRich Robe to he put upon him, 
a the ebraining of Selvstien, and de- fends him back to Pilate; who endeavours to 
clares the reward of thofe thar forfake all perfwade the Jews to defire his releafement ; , 

for his fake; forefheweth his Sufferings, Death butchey obftinately preferring Berabbas a eae 
d Refurredtion, and reftoreth a blind Men rherer to the Saviour of the World, Prlste pal 

Sight, Chap XVIII. He converteth Zac- feth Sentence upon him, and delivers him to - 

eur the Publican s by the fimilitude of the beCrucified; he is led to Execution, beating 

2 hto make good ufeof the his Crofs, with the affiftance of Sismes the | 
Graceof GOD; rideth in Royal Zrismph in- Cyrenian; and on his way, tells the Women of 


"to Ferufalem, weeps over the City, and drives Jerufalem that wept over him, the extream 


le, Chap. XIX. calamities that were hafting upon them; he is 
e chief Puls Crucified between. two Robbers, and abufed, . 
e mocked and derided by the fews and Sesldiers, 


the traffikers out of the 7 
Does “s ew them whence ¢ 
eo : John oa by the Parable of and by onc of the Robbers Crucified with him; - 
he Vineyard Yet out to Husband-Mex, he re- buthiscompanion reproved him,and applyin 

t refents a them, their horrid wickednefs and himfclf to Fefue for Mercy ,receivesthe om e 
ff titude; anfwers their enfnaring queftion, of being that day with him in Paradife; after 


" ‘whether it were lawful to give Tribute unto afupernatural Eclipfe at Full Mom and feveral 


: Hien of the Dead other preceding Prodigies,he gives up the Ghoff, 
ose proves the Rofo thews that Chri? and_ is buried by Fofeph of Arimathes, Chap. 
a not only to be the Sox of David, but XXUE His Refurrettion is declared by twa 


aes ie Lord; he warneth his Difeiples to Angels, to the Wemen, who on the asey 


ber, Chap. XX He pre the Morning were come to the Sepulcher to 
o Se aaa ena Mites, before all Embalm him, who report the i to the 
the Offerings of the Rich; foretels the total Difcsples; he appears to the 2 Difcip x going. 
deftruction of the Zemple, the City of Jers- to Emmaus, and is made known tot oe in 
falem ; fheweth the foregoing figns oe the breaking aa ; wal ongrake sn 
of his coming to Judgment, and preficth to pears to the Apybiss, ag Sew sty eee 
: rayer, Chap. XXI. The lief ; and to rid them of their dou 3 

eS ee ned. Sribe Chafpire againft bids them handle him, fhewing them the - 
Chri » Judas treats with them about betray- Weunds in his Hands and Feet; and to cgn- 
i fies into their Hands; he Eats the Pafée- firm them further, that they were — “be ae 
pe with his Difciples, and inftead thereof ken, he calls for Mest, and Eats with them ; 


“safticutes and celebrates his Supper ; foretel- he opens the underftanding of the Scripewres 


* e * he 

i fon; exhorteth his pefles unto them ; and promifech the gift of t : 

beth Ju afeetaion of See by Holy. Ghoft, in expeétation - ane oa 
his own Example, who tho” he was Lerd of geth them to tarry 20 Jerufalem, or a 

all, yet behaved himfclf as a Servant ; he bileffed them, he in their prefence a cends up 


promifeth them.the Giery of being Co-part- into Heaven. THE 
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| as the Evangeliftsin their Books re. 
late. the Life, Sufferings, Death, Re- 
Jurrettion and Afcenfion of our Saviour Fefas 
Chrift ; fo this Book reprefents to us, how his 
Apofiles, after his affumption into Glory, pro- 
pagated his Gofpel throughout the World, 
and affembled the Chriftian Ghurch compofed 
of Jews and Gentiles; and more particularly 
we find an account here of what S. Peter 
and S. Pasl, the chief of the poffles, have 
contributed towards this great work. §. Luke 
therefore, the Penman of this Book, after a 
fhort Preface declares when and how efis 
‘Chrift afcended into Heaven; and how Mate 
thias was chofen by Lot, to fupply the place 
of the Traitor Jédas, who hang’d himfelf, 
Chap.I. Next relates how the He/y Ghof 
came down upon the 4poffles, in the appear. 
ance of Cloven Tongues, like as of Fre, 
with the found of a mighty rufhing Hind, 
whereupon they were all fill’d withthe Spirit, 
and began to fpeak with other Zongues, which 
being opprobrioutly refic&ted upon by fome, 
as fuppofing them to be Drunk, S Peter cou- 
rageoufly difproves, fhewing that what had 
happened, was nothing elfe but a fulfilling of 
Proptecy; and from feveral paflages of the 
. Pfalms, convincingly proves that the Mefish 
. was to rife from the Dead, and afcend into 
- Heaven; and how by this difcourfe of his, 
‘about 3000 Perfons were converted and 
‘Baptized. Moreover S. Luke fets forth the 
holy qual:fications, and happy condition of 
thefe firft Members of the New born Chriftian 
Church, Chap. 11. How S. Peter and S John 
reftore a Cripple born, who fate begging at a 
- Gate of the Temple, to the perfect ufe of his 
Limbs ; whereupon the People running toge- 
ther to fee this Miracle, §. Peter declares, 
‘thar this wonderful cure was wrought by the 
fole Virtue and Power of $efus Chrift, whom 
they had wickedly put to Death, and exhorts 
them to repent and believe in him, Chap. III. 
That hereupon the chief Priefs and Sedducees, 
-caufe S. Pezer and S.Zehn to be feized, and 
to be brought before the Council, where 
‘S. Peter boldly juftifies what they had done ; 
the-Council, tho’ aftonifh'd at their undaunt- 
ednefs, charge them to preach no more in the 
name of Jefus Chriff, which they abfolutely 
-pefufe; declaring to their Faces, that it was 


Ads of the Apoftles. 


Apofiles ( Written by 8. Luke.) 


fafer for them to obey GOD th ; 
The Church betake themfelves to Page. 


which is anfwered with a further effufion of - 


the Holy Ghef; the gloriops ftate of the 
Primitive Apoftolick Charsh defcribed, by 
their unbounded Love and Charity, Chap. IV, 
Ananias and Sapphira his Wife, being for 
their Covetoufnels, Hypocrifie and lying to 
the Holy Ghof, ftruck down by fudden Desth, 


upon the fentence pronounced by S$ Peter, 


great fear comes upon all that faw and heard 
this terrible Judgment ; the Apoftles continu. 
ing to work many Miracles, are again impri- 
foned by order of the High-Prie?; but an 
“ingel delivering them thence, and commande 


ing them to Preach openly, they accordingly. . 


pee to the Zemple, and teach the People; 
which being told the High-Prie#, they are 
brought before the Council, where they bold- 
ly and powerfully preach Ghrif, at which 
their Enemies are fo enrag’d, that they take 
Counfel to kill them; but being diffuaded by 
Gamaliel, they are beaten, for which they 
glorifie GOD ; and notwithftanding the ftria 
chargegiven them to thecontrary, they daily 
Preach Chrift both in the Zemple and private 
Houfes, Chap V. The Apoftles to ale them. 
felves, whole whole time was confecrated to 
the Preaching of the Word, choofe 7” Dette 
cons to provide for the Peor ; S. Stephen being 
one of thefe, a man full of Faith and of the 


Holy Ghoft, works great Wonders and Miracle, - 


confounding thofe who undertook to difpute 
with him; whereupon they being enraged, 
drag him befose the Council, and fuborn 
falfe witnefles againft him, who accufe him, 
of Blafpbemy againft the Lew and the Tem. 
ple, Chap. Vi. S Stephen anfwers to the 
accufation {woin againft him, giving a fum- 
mary account of the Hiftery of the old 
Teftament, from <Abrakam to Solomon, and 
fhewing that the whole of it, pointed to, and 
teftified of Chri; and concludes with tharp- 
ly reproaching them for their Rebellion and 
Stiffneckednefs, and their murdering of Chrif 
the juft one, foretold by the Prophets, and 
expected by all their Furefathers ; whereup- 
on they Stone him to Desth, whilft he com- 
mending his Soul to Fefus, prayeth for chem, 
Chap. VIL A great perfecution being ftirr'd 
up againft the Church of Ferufalem, is i 

Cauic 
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eaufe of the fcattering of the Ssists through. — 


_out the Countries thereabout; amongft whom 


S. Philip coming to Samaria, preacheth the 
Goel there, confirming his Deffrix with 
many Miracles, by which means many are 
converted and baptized ; the 4poftles at Jee 
rufalem, having underftood: that Samaria 
had received the word of GOD, fent thither 


- §.Peter and S. Foks, who being come, by 


their laying on of hands, beftow upon Belie- 
vers the gift of the Holy Ghof ; Simon the 
Sorcerer, who himfelf was baptized, feeing 


3rr 


to Prifen, with intent to bring him forth 

thence foon after, te Execution; but he is 

delivered thence by an agel, at the infant 
com 


Prayers of the Church ; Hered commands the 


Seuldiers, to whoro he had delivered S. Peser, 
to be put to Death ; and afterwards making _ 
an Oration to the Pesple, with great Pomp and. 

Oftentation, he is ftruck by an 4ugel, for 
taking to himfelf the Honour due to GO D, 
and dieth miferably, being eaten of Worms, 
Chap. XII. S. Pax! and S. Barnabas are 
chofen by the Holy Gof, to Preach the Gee 


this, offers afumm of Money to S. Peter, to fpel to the Gentiles, who coming to Cyprus, 


have the power of conferring the Holy Ghof. 
beftowed upon him ; but Peter fharply re- 
proving his Hypecrifie; exhorts him to Re- 
pentance; the Eunuch of Gandaces, Queen of 
miaes is converted and baptised by S. Phi- 
lip, Chap. VI. Sast breathing out threat- 
nings, and perfecution againft the Church, is 
converted by a glorious Vifion from Heaven, 
upon his way to Damafcus, which ftrikes him 
Blind, and fo continues 3 days, after which 
he is baptized by <nenias, and.called to be 
an Apoftle of Chriff; He preacheth the Ge- 
Spel at Damafcus, where the Jews lay wait 
be him, to kill him, bue he efcapes their 
chands, being let down the We# in a Basket ; 
the peace and flourifhing condition of the 
Church ; St. Peter at Lydda, heals Aneas of 
the Palfe, and at Joppa raifeth Tabithe from 
Death to Life, Chap. IX. S. Peter being 
Divinely taught and confirmed by a Vifen, 
not to.call any thing that GOD hath San@i- 
fied, common or unclean, is fent for by Cor- 
nelins a Heathen Centurion, at the command 
of an .dngel, and entring his Houfe is glad- 
ly received by him, and by an excellent Ser- 
mon, converts him and his to the Feith of 
Jefus Chrif, Chap. X. Which aétion of 
S. Peter's being ill interpreted by fome, he fa- 
tisfies them, by relating the whole matter to 
them. By means of the mere Members of 
the Church at Ferufalem, the Gofpel is fpread 
into Phanicia, Cyprus, and Autioch, towhich 
laft place Barnabas is fent to confirm the Be- 
lievers, who are there firft called Chriftians ; 
Agabus foretels the Famine which came to 
pafs in the days of Claudius Grfar ; where- 
upon the Brethren refolve to fend a Supply 
to the peor Believers.in Judea, by the hands 
of Barnabas. and Saul, Chap. XI. Hered 
Agrippa caufceth S. Fames, the Brother of 
S.Fekn to be Beheaded; and feeing that it 
pleafed the Jews, proceeds to caft S. Perer ine 


Preach the Word of GOD in a Synagogue of 
the Jews at Salamis ; S. Paul fharply rebukes 
Elymas the Sorcerer, and ftrikes him with 
Blindnefs, whereupon Sergius Paulus the 
Procenful is converted to the Feith; S. Paul 
at Antioch of Pifdia, in an excellent Sermes 
Preaching Chrif, many of the Gentiles are 


converted to the Fath; but the Jews gainfay 


and Blafpheme, and having ftirred up fome 
Honourable Women, and chief Men. of the . 
City, againft S. Paul and S. Barnabas, they 
are Banifhed thence, Chap. XHI. S. Pant . 
and S. Barnabas, having Preached at Jconi~ 
am, upon fome difturbancearifing there,came - 
to Lyfra, where S. Paul having reftored a . 
Cripple from. his Mether’s Womb, the Inhabi- 
tants prepare to offer Sscrifice to him and - 
S. Barnabas fuppofing them to be GODS; yet 
foon after being ftirr’d up by the Jews, they 
Stone S. Pau/, and drag him out of the City, 
fuppofing he had been dead; but hearifing 
enters into the City, and the next day goes 
with S. Barnabas to Derbe, and from thence - 
paffing through divers Churches, they confirm 
the Difciples in the Faith, and returning to - 
Antioch, report what GOD had done by them, 
Chap. XIV. Some that came from Judes, 
teaching that the Ceremonial Law ought to 
be kept, the gueftion is fubmitted to the de. 
termination of the Apoftles and Elders at Fe- 
rufalems to which purpofe S. Pasl, and S, Bar- 
nabas with fome others are fent thither, who 
having communicated what they were char- 
ged with, a Synod of the Apoftles and Elders 
is called, before whom after that S. Peter, 
S. Paul and S. Barnabas, had declared what 
they had to fay tothe point, S.Zszes pro- 
pounds his Jucgment, which being approved . 
by all, it is thought fit to fend their determi- 
nation ina circulac Letter to Antioch, and 
the other Churches. by the hands of S. Pasl, 
S.. Barnabar, S. Gude and Silas: S. eer 
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ahd S. Beruabas fall at Variance and ‘part 
afunder, Chap. XV. S. Pant becaufe of 
the Yews cireumcifeth Zimorhy ; having : paft 
through divers Cities confirming the Churchés 
which. encreafed daily, he comes to Treas, 
whete by a Vifion he: is called to Macedonians 
being arrived au'Philipp:, he converts Lydia, 
and éafterh out a Spirit of Divination from a 
Servant, whofe Matters. inciting the people 
againft §. Paul and Silas, they are whipt 
and caft into Prifon ; but at Midnight as they 
prayed and praifed GGD, the Prifon doors are 
- opened by a great Earthquake; whereupon 
the Saylor is converted and baptized, and 
they are honourably fet at Liberty, Chap XVI. 
From thence they come to Theffilonica, where 
"they preach and convert fome; but the Jews 
ftirring up the Multitude againft them, they 
- depart thence and come to Berea, whofe In- 
habitants having heard’ S. Paul: preach, con- 
fer his Do&rin with the Scriptures; S. Paul 
comes to Athens where falling into difpute 
with. fome Philofopbers, and being brought 
by them to <dreepagus, he preacheth the true 
GOD. co them, and his Son Fefes Chrift ; 
‘whereby feveral are converted to the Faith, 
and amongft the. reft Dyonifius the -¢reops- 
gite and Damaris, Chap. XVIL _S. Paul. 
coming to Corinth, finds there Aguila and 
Prifcilla, and Preaching in the Synagogue of 
the Jews, they raife perfecution againft him, 
and accufe him before Gaillie, He failethinto 
- Syria, and from thence goes to Ephefus, Ce- 
fares, and utioch, ‘and _paffing through Ga. 
latin and Phrygts, he ftrengthens and con- 
firms the Churches : Apollos Preacheth Chrift 
with great Power and Efficacy, Chap. XVIII. 
S. Pani being at Hphefus, confers the Holy 
-Ghoft, by the laying on of his hands ; teach. 
eth 2 whole years there in the School of one 
Zyraxnus, and works many Miracles. The 
Jewife Exorcifts going about to caft out an 
Zvi Spirit, by adjuring him in the name of 
the. LORD Fefus, are fore wounded and bea- 
ten by the poffeffed Party; thenew converted 
‘Difciples burn their Books of Magick; Deme- 
trius out of Covetoufnels, raifeth a great Up- 
roar againft S. Paul, which is appeafed by 
the prudence of the Town-Clerk, Chap. XIX. 
S. Paul accompanied by fome of the Difciples, 
somes:to Troas, where Preaching till Mid- 
night, a-young Man named Extychus, falls 
down dead out of a Windew, whom he raiferh 
to Life again; at Miletas he calleth the £/- 
ders together, telleth them what would be- 
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fall bimfelf, récomniends the care of GO D's 
Huck with earnefinefs unto. them, 
warning them of the falfe Teachers, thiat af. 


ter -his departure, -would . enter. in among 


them, Chap. XX..-From' thense..-p 

through Coss, Rhodes, and Patera, he comes 
to. Zyrus, and from thence co Prelemait,. and 
fo to Cefarea, where the Prophet dgabus.ford. 


tells his being bound at Jers/alem, ~witere. 


upon the Difeiples entreat him: nat to. go.4 

to Ferufalem f but S. Pasd profeffing his eal 
nefs, not only to be bound, but to die there 
for the name of the LORD Fefue, they defi, 
he comes to Jerafalem, where being perfwa. 
ded to purifie himfelf, with four others that 
had a vow on them, he is apprehended in the 
Temple by the Jews, who being about to kill 
him, he is refcued by the chief Captain, apd 
permitted ‘to {peak for himfelf: before the 
Peiple, Chap. -XXI. In which Apology he 
gives an account of his Life and AGions, and 


particularly of ‘his Cenverfien, and Call to 


preach the Ge/pel to the Gentiles, at the men. 


tioning of which, the enraged. Sews cry: out 


againft him, w. n the Captais would 
have fcourged him, but claiming the Privi. 
ledge of a Roman, he efcapeth : 
the Captain having fummon’d the Chief Priefs 
and Counfel to come to the Cafle, he 'fets. 
Paul before them, Chap. XXII. S. Paul begin: 
ning to pléad his own caufe, sdsanies come 
mands him to be -ftruck on the Face, for 
which. he tharply rebukes him, not knowing 
him to be the High-Prie? ; and finding that 
the aflembly was compos'd of Sadducees and 
Pharifees, declares himfelf to be accufed foi 


holding the Refurrefion of the Dead; by 
his. 


which means a diffenfion arifing amonpft 


Accufers, he is by the Captain delivered ont 


oftheir hands. ‘The Confpiracy of fome Jems 
to kill S. Pew/, being difcovered to the Cap. 
tain, he fends him by Night ander a good 
Convoy to Céferes, to. the Gouverneur Feliz, 
Chap. XXIII. S. Paul being accufed by 
Tertullus the Orater, (inthe Name of the 
High-Prieft and Elders of the Jews,) of Se- 
dition and Profanation of the Zemple, thews 
the falfhood of their Accufation, by decla- 
ring what had happen’d, and his quiet and 
inoffenfive behaviour at Jerufalems 5 Felix req 
mits the further hearing of him, till the com- 
ing of Lyfes the Chief Captain: S.-Pasl 
Preaching Chrift before the Geverneur Felix 
and his Wife, makeshim tremble; whe two 
years after going out of eee © 

pleafe 
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‘are forced to let the Veflel ‘drive , and to 


aleafe the Jews , leaves St, Pax! 2 Prifoner , 
Ee XXIV. Keffus being come to Jeruja- 
is, is defied by the Jews, to fend S. Paul. 
thither to be judged, which he refufeth, and 
orders them that had any thing againft him, 
tocome down toCefarea, and accufe him 
there ; which being done, S. Paul anfwers for 
himfelf,; but Fefus to pleafure the Few: , 


feeming inclin’d to fend him to Jerufalem, he 


Agrippa, and Ber- 
heer & Paul, he is 
XXV. Where, 


appeals to Cefar; Kin 
sice deficing to fee a 
brought before them, Chap. 
how firft he was a Perfecuter of the 
Church, and how by a Miracle he was after- 
ward converted to the Faith of elie Chriff, 
and called to be-an Apofle; and that the 
seafon why the Jews fo mortally hated him, 
washis indefatigable Preaching of that Raith; 
Féftus hearing him difcourfe at this rate, chare 
eth him with Madnefs ; but Agrippa owns 
Eimfelf almoft perfwaded by. him. to be a 
Chrifiian, and: declares he might have been 
releafed, in cafe he had: not appealed unto 
Gefar, Chap. XXVI. S. Paws with fome 
other Prifeners, being delivered into the hand 
of Julius a Genturiox, in, order to their be- 
ing conveighed to Reme, they are embarked 
on a Veflel of a , whence they 
come to Sidon, and from thence Sailing by 
Cyprus came to Myra, a City of Lycia; where: 
centring into a Ship of Alexandria, they 
Sail by Guide and Crete, till they came to. 
a-place called the FaireHaven, where S, Paué. 
dvifeth them to Winter ; but the Centurion. 
giving more heed tothe Mafter. of the Ship, 
than to S. Pel, they refolve to profecute 
their courfe, as accordingly they. did, .pafling 
by Grete; but a terrible Storm arifing, they, 


_ by way of Apology, he gives an account of 
hs Lik, 


tz 


lighten. the Ship; S. Pex! in the mean time 
being told by an age/, that none of all the 
perfons thar were in the Veffel fhould be left, . 
exhorts them to be of good ‘Courage: The 
Mariners thinking to make their efcape in 
the Boat, are hindred: ‘by. S. Paul’s advice 
to the Centurien. not to fuffer it; After hav- 
ing refrefhe themfelves with meat, they dif- 
cover Land, and running the Ship aground, 
they are Shipwrecke ; whereupon the Souldi. 
ers advifeto kill the Prifexérs, but the Cén- 
turien willing to fave S: Paul, would not fuf-- 
fer ic; and fo according:to S. Pax¥s word, 
all came fafeto Land, Chap. XXVII. Be- 
ing thus efcaped to the IMleof Malthe, they 
are very kindly received by the Inbabitants ; . 
a Viper faftning. upon S. Paxl’s band, he 
fhakes it off without hust, which. made the- 
Inhabitants think him to be a GOD; He hea- 
leth the Father of: Publius,.:of a Fever , and 
Bloody. Flux, with feveral ottier Sick perfens,. 
that were brought to him from. feveral parts. 
of the and; and after 3 Months ftay there,. 
they Sail for Jsaly, and being arrived at Reme, . 
S..Raul is delivered to the Captain of the 
Guard, and permitted. to dwell by himfelf, 
with a Seuldier that kept him; he callsthe- 
chief of the Jews together , and declares. to- 
them the caufe of his Imprifonment, Preach- 
ing unto them tlie Gefpel of Chrift:; where-- 
upon when fome of them believed, and others - 
not,. he openly declares to -them that the Sel. 
wation of GOD, would pafs over ftom them - 
to the Gentiles ; and: continues 2-whole years - 
in his.own hired Houje, Preachingthe Gael : 
ofthe LORD, Fefus Chrift, with. bolduefs un 
to all that came to him. 


The LLF-E of S; ¥-O-H:-Nithe Evangelift:. 


VT. Jebewas of the Town of Beth{aids, the 


Son of Zebedee, and:Brother of St. Fames. 


termed the Major. He was called very young, 
and in the State of Celibacy; to the Apoftle- 
rip, and ever kept himfelfin it ; and for this. 


reafon faith St. Jerom, he was the beloved: 


Difciple,. and. one of the 3 partakers in the 


moft intimate pafages of our Saviour: Lift ;. 
that he lay with his headin our. Seviours. 
Bofom atthe /aft Supper, and was the perfon . 
to-whom our LORD committed the care and : 
tgaintenance. of his Mather the Bleféd Virgins . 


and. fhe on the other fide, was advifed to con- 
fider him as her Sex ; upon which he took her: 
to his Hoxfe, after the Death of her Husband : 
Fofeph, and gaveher all the accommodation : 
his condition afforded ; and well fhe might: 
be committed. to -his charge, rather than to 
any. of the reft, as being © moft ability, for 
it 18 pofitively delivered. by Nicephorus, that 
he fold an Ettite in Galilee, lett bim-byhis . 
Fathér-, and with .the Mony purchaft a fair 
Houfe in Jerusalem; of sinnas.the . High-Prieft, . 
arid this according to probability was the.reas - 
Pip. fori 


3i4 | 
fonthat proctred him that Intereft he had in 
=the High Priefts Court, fo that he was able to 
introduce Peter into the great Hal, or place 
- Of Judicature. . 

After our Saviours Refurrefion , | he was 
the firft that gave Peter notice of his appear- 
ing; hecontinued at his Houfe at Jerusalem 
till the Death of the Bleffed Virgin, which 
(as -Eafebius faith) was in the year of our 
LORD 48. And fome time after, he took his 
oon into Afa, as falling to his Zor, and 
Founded the Churches‘ of Smirna, Thyatira, 
Pergamus, Sardis , Philadelphia, Laodi- 
-6¢@,-G¢. Bucis faid to havehad his cen- 
“ftant refidence at Ephefus, of which he was 
Bifhap, altié St. Paul had before planted a 
‘Church, and ordained Zisothy B:fbop there- 
of “Tis thought , that after Se. Jchn hed 
ferled affairs in Afia Minor ; he went more 
Eaftwards and preached in Parthia, to which 

eople as ‘tis faid his firft Eprfle was ancient- 

y dire&ted ; and we are intormed from the 
Travels of the Jefuits, that the Bafire, p 
people in India, havea conftant tradition 
amongft them, that the Chrifian. Faith was 
there preached by St. John. 

Many years being thus fpent, at length 
came the Perfecution of Domition. in‘which 
we may be jure fo eminent a Minifter of the 


-Gofpel as St. Jeka, could not efcape ; for he: 


was fent bound to Rome by command of the 
Proconful of Afia, where being caft {ntoa 
-Caldren of Scalding Oyl all ina flame, he 
had the fame miraculous deliverance , as the 
3 Hebrew Children from the Fiery Furnace ; 
but this fo great a Miracle , having no effe& 
upon the obdurate heart of this ftupid Enipe- 
rour, he was banifht into the Ifle of Patmos, 
where towards the Jatter end of Domitian’s 
Reign, (faith Irenaeus) he wrote his 4pocalyps, 
and afterwards by an edi& of Coceius Nerva, 
‘who fucceeded Domitian , he was amonpft 
many others recalled from 2anifhment, upon 
which he seturned to a, and fixe his Seat 
again at Ephefus; and Timothy the former 
Bifoep being Martyr'd for preaching againft 
the Lewdnefs and Idolatry of thole Heathen- 
Feafts, then in ufe amongft them, he took 
upon him (with the affiftince of others) the 
Government] or Bifhoprick of that great Dio- 
cefs, and ere&ted Oratories or Churches ; and 
“here at the requeft. of the Afian Bifbops, he 
wrote hisGofpel, being about the year of our 
LORD 96. eso. 

_ St, Jerom relatesthe manner of hisEngage- 


The LIFE of S.JOUHN ihe Evangelift. 


ment, to write his Gofpel ; for Cerinthuy and 
Ebion publithing their Heréfie, that ‘fs 
Chri was buca Man, Oe. almoft all the 
Bifbops of Afia, and feveral others deputed by 
the Churchés, obliged St. John thereunto, 
andto fpeak more highly of our Sevisgr, 
than the other 3 Evangelifts had done, and- 
particularly to maintain his Divinity. 8. Joby 


not able to withftsnd the Entreaties of {9 | 


many Bifheps, at Jength yielded to their re: 
queft, provided they would aJ] fer apart fome 
time to Faft and Pray for the alliftance o 


Heaven ; after which being full of GOD , he . 


cftablitht the Divinity of our Saviour in the 
fit words of his Gofpel, St. Auftin makes 
very edifying remarks on St. John’s Gofpel: 
Ee fays, St Johu was particularly chofen to 
fer forth the Divinity of Jefus Chrift, anid 
therefore the other Evangelifis converting 
with our Savioxr, as aman, do telare the 
a&tions of his Moral Life, whereas St John 
raifes himfelf_ as an Eagle, and fores above 
the Clovds of human weaknels , and difco. 
vers inthe Bofom of the Father the Word 
incarnate, GOD blefd for ever, notwithftand- 
ing the brightnefs of his Glory. For he 3p. 

lies himfelf morethan the reft to defcribe 
Fis excellent Difcourfes, and efpecially thofe 
that are the moft Divine: And whereas the 
other Evangelifts do more particularly de. 
feribe the actions of our Saviour, which are 
an admirable model for ours; St, John on the 
contrary, intending tofupply what was want. 
ing in the others, rather fets upon relating 
the Spiritual Truths, which denote the My- 
ftery of the Trinity, the equality of the Per: 
fons , and the Glory of the Life to come; 
He doth effe&tually recommend to us the Jove 
ofour Brethren, and that reprefenting prin- 
cipally Jefus Chriff asGOD , and with that 
humility wathing his Difciples Feet , to the 
end we might Jearn to grow the more in hu. 


thility, by how much weadvance in the know-_ 


ledge of the fublimeft Myfteries. ess 
_ St. Foun lived till the beginning of Trajay's 
Reign, according to the, moft received ace. 
count, being aged about’ 98 years, though 
Derotheus faith 120, and Chryfofom in ef 


fect the fame, ‘affirming that he'was too years 


old, when he wrote his Gofpel , and lived 20 


years after. Theopiylaé ‘and others will have. 
it, that de died ee groundiiig sheit. 


of our Seviqur, ‘that 


opinion upon thofe w 


he fhould drink of the fame Cup, and be bap. 
tized with the fame Baptifm wherewith he, 
Was 
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ed 4-while: with them, and inftraded them - 
in the more fecret Myfteries of Theology, be — 
ordered a Grave to be digged, and then take’ 
ing hu leave of them’, and giving. them his 
Benedi&ion, he wene down into.it in fighs of 
ne, 


éras Baptized. Others maintain a quite con- 
trary Opinion, vix. That he never Died, as 
particularly Hippelytus, Scholar to Clemens- 
Alexandrinus ; and more: exprefly Ephrem Pa- 
triarch of Antioch mentions 3 undying Per. 
fons, anfwerableto the 3 feveral difpenfati- 
ons of the Werld, Enoch before the Law, Eli- 
as under the Lew , and St. Jobs under th 

Gifpel;_and fo far did this opinion of his not 
dying prevail, that-in Se. ufins time it 
wentfor currant, that‘he lay /éeping*in the 
Grave; and Nicephorus rélates the ast at 


‘Yarge, which: gave authority to that ‘belief; 


St. John, faith he, forefeeing . his Tranflation, 
tnok the Presbyters and Minifters of the Church: 
of Ephefus,' with.orhers of: the Faithful, and. 
wert with them tea Coemetéry, «littl way 
out of the City, whither he was wont to ree 
tire 80 bis Devotion; and after he bad Pray- 


thems charging them to put-on the Grave- 


and to fafien-it, and-thenext dayto come and 
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open it, which.accerdingly they did, and found.. 


nothing. but the Grave-Clothsleft behind: 


Befides his: Bvengelifty and <pecalyps; as 
has been: already ee ss of ; He wrote 
3 Epifter, viz. his Caekelick® Epifile, chat 


is dire€ted to all perfonsin general, alth 
Sti Auftin affitns it anciently infcribd tothe 


Parthians: The 2d. was to a Lady of great: 


Honour and Quality, converted to the Faith, 


Ril’ -the Ele# Lady; And the 3d. was co 


Caius a Charitable and Hofpitable . entertai-. 


ner of all indigent Chriftiens.. 


The Contents of the-Go/pel according to.S: J OH N- 


coe Gofpel is of the fame tenor with the 
foregoing Gofpels of St.. Matthew, St. 
Merk, and St. Lake; fave ~~ thae Sc. Jobn 
fets down fomie Difcourfes and Prayers of Jefus 
Ghrift, and relates fome of his Miracles, 
which are not mentioned by ary of the orher 
Evaigelifis; by which means, a Supplement 


’ is made, of what-was wanting to make the 


Sacred -Hiftory -of our Saviour full-and coms 
pleat. The-Esclefsftical  Hiftoriens...tell: us, 
that'‘St:: Joos wrote this 'Gafpél, after -thefe of 
the orher Evangél:fs, at the entreaty of: the 
Churehés of Afie, ‘amongft-which the-impious 
Herefies’ of * Ebion and‘ Cerinthus began - to 
fpread, wlio’by their‘Errors. erdeavotred to 
overthrow “the Doeffrin- of the Eternal God= 
head‘ of Fefus- Chri, Wheteftre:alfo he be- 


: gins this Gofpel,: with the ‘evident affertion. 


arid Conficmiation of ‘thib: gredt-: and -Capigal 
Truth, in?a fablime and myfterious Declara- 
tion Of ils: ebriel Genetaeson y*'-whereas the 
other’ Bepesslife: bight theirs’ with his Coz- 
option and Zemperal ‘Nutivity’s For which 
reafon, wie: becauleof his high and -foaring 
Flight; he‘hay been called by “the-antients the 
Fying-Eaghe:: ares te a mea 
"More particularly he. deftribes, according 
to the genefal Metliod ‘of theother Evanges 
lifts, the-Perfod and Office of our Ssvieur. As 
to his’ Perfon;. he: firit  reprefents His Divine 
Natwre, and demonftrates tho fame by his 
Mirks 3. asid aftetwatds gives-an . account of 


his. Human Nature alfo, . As to his Offce,. he 
firft relates the paflages-which concern. -his 
the Baptif pretar'dche way fer bins 
the Baptif? prepar’d the way for-him, 
ly teftifying, — noe he, bat ofa he 


of GOD,. wasthepremifed Meffiae 3 by.w 
Teftimony of ie "Andrew felt, 204 afte 


wards Simes Peter his Brother , with @bilip . 


arid Nathaniel; were induc'd to believe in ‘Fen 
Sus Chrift, Chap... 1. “How he wiought shis 
firft Miracle , by ‘changing Water into Wine, 
ata -Marriage: Feaft -:in-Cate of Galsiee; and 


how: being come to om at-the Fesf.of ~ 
t 


Pafover, he purged the Temple’ of “Buyers 
and Selors; -andjuitified his Progr and 4m 
sherity.for fodoing ;. many believe in him be- 
caufe of his Miracles: ; but he would not -truft 
himfelf-with them ; . becanfe: he knew what 
was in Max-, Chap--IE: He inftruéts Nico- 
dems the: Pharifee, in-the chief points of 
Religtony, as concerning. the -neceflity and na- 
ture of Spiritual Regeneration: ox : 

Birth -of Man ;::his own - exaltation: on..the 


Grofs,prefigured -by the difting up a te 
ian 


Brazen Serpent, concerning’ the nedefit 
ufefulnefs of Faith in-his Name, and the great 


b 
Prophetical Fanttiex ; mgd hi 
| 
hich 


a 


: Newe .- 


Love of: GOD. in ‘giving him for.the Seluati~ - 


om: of the World. - Jehu the Baptift sone 
in Bnew, .teftifies aphin to the Joon tae 


he-but Fefus was the true Mafias,.in whom all. : 


that defire to be faved, mutt believe, Chap, 


HU <.° Fefue .Chrift ‘being. come into. Galilee 
neax. 


P.p2. 


2 


a¢ 


Vd 
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near to. Sicbar, falls inco-difcourfe with the 
- Samaritan Woman, (who was come forth co 
draw Water) concerning the Water of Life, 
which he beftows upon thofe that believe in 
him, as alfo concerning the place and right 
way of Divine Worfhip, by-which means both 
ne and many other Semaritans believe in 
him to. Zee, he declares that bis Meat was, 
-to do the Will ofhim that fent him; He is 
well received bythe Gelileans, becaufe of the 
Miracles they had feen wrought by him; and 
healeth the Sos ofa Nobleman at Capernaum, 
-Chap. IV. He cureth an Jmpetext Monon 
the Sebbath-day, (that had been Difeafed 38 
years) in the City of Ferufalem , at cc Pool 
. Of Bethefde ; whence the Jews take occafion to 
_cavil at-him, and, feek to kill him ; againft 
‘whom he defends himfelf, porns not only 
by the Z:fimeny of GOD his Father, of S. 
‘John the Bagsift, but alfo by thar of his 
:Werks, and the Scripeures, that he was the 
true Sen of GOD, Chap V. He feeds sovo 
Men -with 5 Leavés, walketh upon the Sea; 
-eeproves the Multstudes, becaufe ‘they follow- 
.ed- ‘him for the Leaves, exhorting them to 
labour for the. Meat that endures to -Eternal 
Lifes even the Bread that comes down from 
Beaven, whereof the. Manns in the Wilder- 
mje Wasa Figare; teacheth that he himfelf 
tis that Bread, and that they muft cat his Heh 
_and drink his Blood, as ever they defire to: be 
smade capable of Erernal Life; which Divixe 
and Spiritual Doffrin of -his being too grofly 
und by, the Caperuaites., he explains 
thirnfelf more fully, declaring that his Words 
were'Spirit and Life; and therefore not.to be 
underftood in a grofs flefhly manner; upon this 
Difcourfe of our Savieur, a of ‘his Dif- 
siples leave him; but the 12 by the Mouth of 
S. | Peter, declare their refolution to continue 
with him, to whom he declares that one of 
their Number was a Devil, Chap. VI. Some 
of :his Relatsens perfuading him to: go.along 
swith them to the Feat of Tabernacles, he.con- 
fents nots but goes up after them ; the Mul- 
titudes come up:to the Fea/?, difcourfing va- 
rioufly of him; he Preacheth to them ac the 
middle and_ end. of that Selemnity, declaring 
thas bis Dofris was not his own, but GOD 
the Fathers; many. believe in him notwith- 
ftanding the Cavils and Contradi&ion ofthe 
Pharifees ; he promifeth to give his Holy Spi- 
rit, under the name of Living-Waters, to 
thofe that believein him; The Péarifess, are 


him; upen occafion of his Difcipler defiring Tig. 


“The Contents of S.J © H'N’sGofpel. 


“angry with their Offcers, who being fent te 


fcize our Saviour, return giving a great cha. 
rater of him, and flout at Nicedemus for 
taking his part, Chap. VII. He delivererk 
the Womantaken in Adultery, outof the hands 
of the Scribes and Pherifees, charging her 
to Sinno more ; Preacheth himfelf to be the 
bt of the Werld ; that he did not beer wit. 
nefs of himfelf, but thac the Zsther who fene 
him gave witnefs to him; preva the Jew 
not to be thetrue Children of séraham, but 
the Children and: Inftruments of the Devil, 
whofe works they did; declares himfelf te 
have been before <érabam ; for which faying 
they take up Scones¢o ftonc him, Chap. Vil 
Fic reftores a Biind-man born, to his fight, 
which being fignificd to the Pherifees, they 
fend for the Man, examine him about the 
Cure done upon him, and afterward abufe 
and caft him out of the Synagogue , becavfe 
he boldly and courageoutly told them ' the 
truth to their Faces ; whereupon. ovr Saviear 
doth more fully manifeft himfelf to him, re. 
proaching the Pharifees for their Spiritual 
Blindnefs, Chap. IX. He teacheth that ail 


‘thofe who do not enter through. the Der, 


into the Sheepfold, are Thieves and Robbers, 
and not trae Shepherds; that he is the true 
and only Der of the Sheepfold, as alfo the 
good Shepherd; theweth the difference there 
as betwees a good Shepherd and an hireling 5 
proves himfelf'to be the good Shepherd by his 
yoluntary, laying: down his Life for his Sheep; 
‘at the Fea of Dedication , he proves himfelf 
tobe the true Me/fis by his Works, for which 
the Jews take up Stones to ftone him ; and 
afterwards endeavouring to feize him, he ef 
capes out of their.hands, and going beyond 
Fordan, where. Jobs at firft j 
there believe-in him, Chap. X.° He saifeth 
Lazarus of Bethany, who had been Dead 4 
days, and-was-buried, to Life again ; where: 
upon the chief Prig?s. take councel to- pat 
him to Death, fearing that otherwife all the 
People would believein him , becaufe of the 

t Miracles he wrought; Caiepbae. the 
High Prief approves their d 
phefirtd of his Death; the chiet Priefs give 
order for eet ofhim at the Ff, Chan 
XI. He is invited: to aSupper at Bethany, 
by Lexerus and his Sifter}, where. May 
anoints his Beet, wiping them with. the hair 
of her Head; for which the being reproved 
by Fudae, Fefus defends and highly commends 
her; the Jems refolve to put sare ’ 


Commandment he: 
_ ther, Chap. XII Aftc: having celebrated 


baptized, many . 


Jews who did nor ksow hi 


n, and Pye. - 





The. Contents of S. J OHN's Go/pek. 


Daath alfo ; Fefae makes his triumphant Ea- 
wy: into Jerafalem-; foretels his Death and 
Suffering, to his Difciples ; prayeth to his Fe. 
ther," who anfwers him with a Voice from 
Heouen, like that of Thunder ; exhorteth 
- ets o war ie be Light:;. the 
rophecy of the Prophet i/sish, :: concerning 
the hardning ofthe Zews-fulfilled ; Many.ot 
the chief Ravers believed on him, but did not 
confefshim, for fear of the Phsrifees ; he ex- 
horts his Auditors to believe in him, feeing 
that he fpoke oe but according to the 
ad received from * his Fs- 


his laft Sapper with ius Pileiples ; he wafheth 
their Feet; exhorting them, from this great 
Example of his, to. Hmiliey and mutual aéts 
of Charity ; complains thar one of them fhall 
‘betray him ; forctels his approaching Glorif- 
cation, and exhorts them:to Charity, wh:ch 
he declares to be the fole Charaéter and. Live- 
ry of histrue Difciples ;.and. forewarneth Pe- 
ter of his Denial, Chap, XUf. . He comforts 
his Difciples, who were forrowful with the 
thought ofhis.fuddain departure, by afluring 
then, that he was going to his Fathers Henfe , 
to prepare them a pluce;..tells. Philip-, who 
defired to fee the Fether, that he who hath 
feen him, hath; feen the Father, promifeth 


‘that whatfoever- they fhall ask ‘the Aether in 


his Name, fhall ,be. granted them ; as alfo 
that he will fend them his Spirit , - and, be- 
gueaths his Peace,.as a Legacy to-thein, Chap. 
XIV. Declares himfelf_ to be the rmie Vine, 
his Father the Husband-man, and his Dif- 
ciples the Branches; exhorting themr to bear 
much Frsit, and co love one another ;- com 
forts them againft the hatred and periecution 
they fhould mieet with from the Werld ;_ re- 
iterates to them. his promife of {ending the 
Holy Gheft, whofe Office he deferibes., Chap. 
XV. He foretels the Evils and Suffcrings 
his Difciples fhould be oped to from the 

m nor the Father ; 
comforts them. concerning . his approaching 
departure, afluring them , that ‘it would be 
for their good and . profit, beca 


¢ ufe by this 
means they fhould ‘be made partakers.of the 


Bely Ghofts and:that their Sufferings would brok 


‘not be ofany long contiguance , but Jike the 
pangs of a Wiman in Travel, would be chang- 
i 


nto Joy, by the Birth of the true Man- 


_ Child; earneftly exhorts them to pray in his 


Name, affuring them , that the Father will 
an{wer all their Prayers. Yo put up; foretel- 


317 
leth their. forfaking and -defertmg of him, 
and teacheth them to look for Péace only in 
him, not fearing the affliGion they meet with 
inthe Werld, becaufe he hath overcome it, 
Chap. XVI. ‘After this the Evengelif gives 
us an inftance of his Priefly Office, in an ex- 
cellent Prayer he prefented tohis Father be 
fore his Suffering ; in Which he prays firft for 
himfelf that the Father would glorifichin , 
and afterwards for his Di/ciples, thathe would 
keep them from the Evil of the Mirld.; and 
laftly, for all chofe who by their means fhould 
come to believe in him, that they may all 
abide in the Holy Union of the Sacred Trini- 


ty, and _ ¢ of his Divine Glery, Chap. 
XVII. he Evaugelift defcribes his Sufer- 
dings, as well inthe Gerdes, where Fudas bee 
trays, andthe Sexidiers feize him, after 
that, by a word of hismouth, he had fteuck 
them down to the: Ground ; as in the Houte 
Of Caiaphas: the High Prief?, where S. Peter 
‘denies him thrice, and where he is examined 
iby the High Prisf, and in the Judgrent-Hal 
before Pilate. the .Governexr , who having. 
heard firft the Jews, and then our Seviesr, 
profeffeth tofind no fault in him, and there- 
fore endeavours.:to deliver him out of their 
hands, according. to the cuftom the Fes | 
had of having a Criminal releaft : every Pafs- 
ever; but the Peeple carnieftly prefhhim to 
releafe Barakbas.a: Murthcrer, and’ -not: Féfus, 
Chap. XVIEL.: Wheredpon Pilate, afrer-that 
he had, been Scourged;:a:d:expoled:to the in- 
falting Injuries. and Mockeries of the Seuld:- 
07s, feeks again to deliver him; bucth:-chief 
Priefis: vehemently crying outto‘have him 
Grasified, and celling ‘Pslete_ that be was not 
Gafar's: Friend, . if be fhould let Jefe go,-he 
at laft gives Sentence againft: him 5:2nd deli- 
vers him to the Sosldiers to be Crucified, or- 


_dlering the caufe_of his Condemnation tobe 
-writ, and fixt'-on:the Grofs; the Souldiers 


divide his Garments amongft them, and caft 
Lots for his -Ceat. or-Vefttre ' Fefia fecisig bis 
Mether ftanding ‘by: the Crofs ; xevemimends 
hecto S$ Joke; and. after they had-giveri-him 
Vinegar to drink,. pe Np ‘the. Gheft, fo 
that finding. him. dead,..fiis-Bones were. ngt 
roken, asi were thole of thé Crithivsl:Gre: 
sifted with -him 3.chei ts Baried by. Solipeat 
Arimathea and Nicktam hap ko. He 
rifeth from the Dead the third day, his Re- 
Surreftion being firft figmified to Mary Magda- 
len by 2 Angels . and immediately after by 
himfelf fpeaking to her: In the Evening - 
“qae 
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the fame day he manifefts himfclf to his Di/- 
ciples; Thomas being abfent, who therefore 
could nor believe théir report ;-8 days after 
he appears to his Difeiples,. Thomas bein 
then prefene, who after he had’felt the woun 
in his Side,. believes alfo, Chap. XX. Fefas 
manifefts himfelf again to. his Dsjfciples, as 
they were Fifhing in the Ses of Tiberias, make 
ing himfelf known by the Miraculousdraught 
of Fifher ; he-Eats with them ; carneftly chap- 


Zhe Contents of S.John's Epifles. 


Peter to feed his Lambs and Shep. and 
Soe his Death ;.S. Peter foe = 
ing him, what fhould become of §. Joby, re- 
ceives a dubious anfwer.; S. Jobn's conclufion 
of his Evangelical Hiflory, Chap. XXA. So that 
we may perceive that this Go/pel is as itwere, 
the. Sealand Spirit diffafed throughout the. 
Bedp Of. this Hiffery, Compofed by the other. 
Buangelific, ‘ ; oo oe we vt ate, 


The Contents of the fost Epiftle. general of S: Joho... : 


T was never called in queftion. by any 

Chriftians, whether this Epifile was writ 
by S. oun the dpefile and Svangelifj or nos 
it being generally:and.canftantly believed.co 
be his. The end: and:aim. of this. Epifls, 
feems to ‘be (:according to:what he-declares 
himfelf, Chap. 3. ver: 2,3, }- parthy.to confirm 
believers, in the truth of the Defrin of the 
Gefpels and partly co exhort them to rig 
and more particularly: to Divine Charity. Ti 


the firft place, he lays down the indubitable . 


certainty, and unutterable. advantages and 
Prerogatives of the Chrifien Faith, which 
advances them to a Superfenfaal Communion 
with the Father and-the Sex; that-this Com- 
munion is attained by walking inthe Ligéhs, 
and that:as long as.we are there, the 
Bled. of $efus Chrift: purgeth ‘us fiom all 
Sin ; exhorts us: to confefs our ‘Sins, to the 
end .we, may receive ‘Parden, and be cleanfed 
from. them, -Chap, I. .He declares that-he 
swrites thefe things that we might not %#; 
though at the fanie time he would-have us 
know, that if we chance to: Six, Chrift és 


our. Advesgte. with . the Father ; He exhorts . 


ali degrees of Ghriftians to keep, the preae. 
femmand of Charity, and ecarneftly charg: 

eth all to beware of loving the World, as. 
being abfolutely inconfiftene with the ‘Zyve. 

of the Fethen; exhorts them - to-bewareé of 
the-Antichrifis, that were gone forth, and to. 
that end to give heed to ‘that anointing, 

which: if faithfully. minded, would ted: 
them into all Zrath; and preferve them fron. 
Error, Chap: Il. He reprefents to them, that- 
being Children.of: GO:D, “7 ought to live. 
very Holy, avoid all Sin, and: above all love.. 
one another, not in words eae deed; 
and in truth, Chap. 3. ‘He inftru@eth. them, 
how to try the Spirits, and to ri re 
the Spiris of GO:D, fromi the Spirit of Ape. 
tichrift; earneftly preffeth to Charity, de. 

-claring that GOD himfelf is Zove, and that - 
-he who loves, dweHs.in. GO.D;and GO Dn... 
-him, Chap: IV. ‘He gives :feveral-marks'and. 
charatters of the New Birth, and declares Fefia - 
‘Ghriff to be the-only Saviour of the Warld,.. 
the true GO D and: Erernal Life; and: exe. 
horteth.to beware of ddots, Chap. Vis 


beat 


The Cbriteints of the Second Epifile. of S:Jobine. + 


7 and: the following: are ‘ne -gensral 
- Rpiftles, (tho’ :placed amongft-them ) 
a9 being only ‘writ to- private. Perfons :. Some 
ef old tes naa of: their work i as 
appears Eufebias's Hiftery: Veclef..lib.-3. 
Ghap.:XMAI. ° But without fatficient ground, 
the ean they agree in ‘marter and ftile-with 
the foregoing Bpiftle, which ho: body ever, 


aot 


~ 4 


Sader 


doubréd of,-I.' After the Inftriprion: ahd'Se. 
datation,. be exhorts the: ‘honorable: Mairen ; 
and her: Ghildren..:(5-), Fo: perfeverance in - 
Charity, and the. keeping 6f the. Commaris 
of ‘GOD, (7) Watieth them againft:- fille 
feducing Spirits, (ro) And’:t6 entertaif tio 


fellowfhip with them,: for. fear of partalting i 


Of their'Sins, 
7 i ’ | : Myth Se Nee : . Sy 


THE: 





The Contents of S. John’s Revelation. 
. ; i | ams | The Contents of the Third Epiftle of S. JOHN. 
T HE Apojtle..after the infcription and. 


‘Salutation, (3) Gommends the Piety 


‘Of Gaim; to whom he writes this Zpifie, (5) 


And more particularly praifeth him for his 
Hofpitality, in entertaining the . Brethren, 
who-for the Go/pel fake expoted themfelves to 
Travels in ftrange Countreys, (6) And exhorts. 
him to continue in the pra&tife of this virtue, 


» 


(9) Complains :of . Dictrephes, who ambiti-. 


3°9 


oufly affef&ting Superiority, lorded it over the 
Church, calumniating the pole, and nei- 
ther receiving the Grethren , nor fuffering 
thofe that woyld, (31) Exhorts Gains not to, 
follow his evil Example, (12) And recom- 
mends to him .one Demetrius, of, whom he 
givesa good report, (13) Concluding with 
rautual Salutation, Os 


N 


The Conients of the Revelation of Joha the Divine ,. or” 
ee Theolegue. a ee ee 


manic Book, which. is writ in the form of 


l -an Epifile, to the. Churches of eft 
Chrift, isthe laft of all the Books of the New 
Teftament ; and is,.35 it were, the Seal of all 
the reft. It was..'writ by the poffle S. John, 
(according to the Teftimony ofancient Wri- 
ters). about 64.yearsafter the Aienfes of our. 
Savieur, towards. the end.of, the Reign. of 
the Emperour Domitian, by whom alfo, :after 
many Perfecutions of the Chriftians., our 


' Apofile was Banifbed to the Mile of Patwus , 


where thefe Revelations were handed to him, 
for. the future inftru&ion and confolation of 


' the Chriffian Church, according to what he. 


witnefferh himfelf, Chap. I ver. 9. And tho’. 
fome of the ucients have been. of opinion, 
that S. John wrote his Gofpel, at the requefk 
of the Churebes of Afia, after he was return d, 
from. his Exile; Yet: it feems much .more 

robable aswell from ver. 2. -of Chap, I. as 

om other arguments,. that this Boek is the 
Jaft. that ever he writ; and-both S. John, 
with regard .to the matter therein contained, 
as well as the whole Chriffian Church, have 
thought good, withthis Zook ro conclude and 
fhut up the New Tefarent, . witich: is allo 
implied by the ferious and fevere Denunci- 
ation, againgt the adding of ought to it,. or 
taking from it, which we find, Chap, XXH. 
‘yer. 18, 19. This writiag, tho: (being Prophe- 
tical:and of things, to sane contain many, 
things hard to be underftood ;. yet forall_thar, 
is full. of Divine... and, faving, inftrutions 
ferving. to condemn many Herefies , which 
began-then tg {pringin the Chureh,and chiefly 
to warn and inform the Charch of Jefu 
Chrift, as well of the difficulties and Perfee 


yet ’ 
Tere ett tae 


cutions, which the Devil by. his inftrument®, 
ym thar time forward, would ftirup againft 
them, and more particularly., by ‘ Antichriff 
and his Servants ; ‘as. of the Punifhments 
and Judgments, which GOD. from stime'to, 
time, would pour forth on his Enemies, and. 
above all at. the laft day ; as likewife ofxhe 
miraculous deliverantes, which from time to, 
time, he would vouchfafe to his Church ; 
and particularly of the Glorious and Txium- 
plane siffe,., fhe thall.at laff. obtajn' of ait 
er Labours and Affitiions. ,. ,by., means .of 
her laft and Eternal, Glorification.,. if the 
Heavenly. Jerufalem , after the lait coming of 
Fefus. Chrift to. Judgment, This Byik.of the 
Revelation may be, fitly. divided into three 
pats. The fictt, of which ig the Preface , 
ntained in. the 9 firlt verfgs, of the: fit 
whapter ; The fecond, contains thexecital of 
many. Prophetical Vifons, -and-,diverle, Pre- 
difions, which were to happento the Church, 
from that time forward, to, the end of the 
arid, which is continued to the fixth Verfe: 
the Jaft Chapter ; ‘The third” pare from 


oO 


_thgnce to the end, makes up the Conclufion 
‘‘by.-the clofing.and fealing of this Bek, and 


aoe ign the which i syle ph 
sto the Prediéions which begin atthe 9 
Vere of she firt: Chanter 7aR ‘ead ‘with the 
fixth Jeste af cipal HT, (Shape; they arc, 
propofed .under fev¢ral. gat agclaras: 
tions and Vifionz, pi biti teal gee 
refemblance with thafe wefind in the Of 
Teflament , as in: Maish, Bzekigl, Daniel , 
Zechariah and: others: and according. as in, 
all times, it hath pleafed GOD, to Saver 

7 things 
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things to come either in plain terms, or to 
intimate them by Vifions and Dark Re- 
pr-fentations, as well thereby to excite our 
Spicits, toa more exatt and profound fearch- 
ing afte: them, as well as thereby the better to 
declare the greatnefs and importance of 
them ; fo we find the fame Method taken in 
this Book, and this the rather, becaufe many 
things therein are foretold concerning the 
Plagues, that were to come uponthe Roman’ 
Empire’, and fome change that were to 
hayren therein, which had they been fet 
down in plain terms, might have put the 
Emperours upon Perfecuting and Haraffing 
of the Chur. Forwhich reafon alfo S. Paul 
2 Teeff Chap. If treating of the fame 
things, emp'oys a covert way of fpeaking. 
Now a: for the Viffons, we meet with in thele 
Prophecies, they are 7’in number: The firft 
which begins at the 9 Verfe, of the fir 
Chapter, and is continued to the end of the 
third; ‘réprefents to us $efus Chrift, in his 
Royal and Sacerdotal Ornaments, walking in 
the tiidft of the 7 Golden Candlefticks, thatis, 
the .7 Churches, giving his Orders to write 
to the’ 7 Churches of Affe, amongit the which 
S: Fob had moftly been converfant, and ex- 
preffeth the matter and form of thefe 7 
Epifles, addrefled to the 7 Churches. The 
fecoiid, Ts a Vifien of the glory of GOD, 
fitting upon his Zhranes and the Lamb ftand- 
ing in “the “midfts firrounded with the 24 
Elders, and the 4 living Creatures, full of 


Eyes before and'‘behind’; with the Book Sealed - 


with 7° Sealt, “which none but the Lemb 
was worthy td open;.arid the Apparitions 
_ aid: Prodigtes,which happéned at the opening 
of Gich Seal; which fon reacheth to the 

nid ‘of rie 7 Chapter. The 3 isthe Appari- 
tion of the 7 Augels with their Trumpets, 
upon whofe Sounding one after another,great, 
Plage fallow: This 2 fies lafts till the end of 


John's Revelation 

the 1:#4 Chapter, The 4sh is the Vifen of the 
Women, clothed with the Sus, and the Aton 
under her Feet, and upon her Head a Crowe 
of t2 Stars, who Travailing ‘to bring forth, 
is Perfecuted by the Dragex, and forc'd to 
Flee into the Wildernefs; and of the 2 Beafts 
the one rifing ouc of the Sea, the other 
coming up out of the Esrth, which Perfe. 
cute the Sets; again{t which the Lem on 
Mount Zion doth oppofe himfelf, : accompa- 
nied by the 144000 Sealed ones, having his 
Fathers name written in their Foreheads ; all 
which is contained in the 3:44 83th and 1455 


Chapters. The fifth is the Vifon of the Vials - 


and Plagues poured forth on the Throne of 
the Beaft fet down in the 15¢4 and 16% 
Chapters. The 6¢4 reprefents the great Whore 


of Babylon, fitting upon a Scarlet Coloured 


Beaft, fullof names of Blafphemies, havin 
7 Heads and 10 Herns, and the dreadiia 
Juadgment of GOD upon her; the Kings, 
Merchants and Mariners lamenting over her ; 


the Saints Song of Trinmph becaufe of her - 


fall; and 3efas Chriff at the Head of the 
Heavenly Armies, engaging and difcomfiting 
the Beaf and the falfe Prophet , with the 
Kings of the Earth taking thas pare, com- 
prifed: in the 19th «8th and 19th Chapters. 
The. 7#h and laft Vifox reprefencs the bind. 
ing of Saten, and his fealing upin tie Ber 


tomlefs Pit, for iooo ycars; the loofing of 


Satan ee the tooo years are expired, and 
the end ofall -things following thereupon, 
by the laft Judgment of GOD ; after whictt- 
Death and’ Heil, are caft into the Lake of 
Fre, and all that were notfound wricten'in. 
the Book of Life; and befides fets forth the 
New Heaven and the New Earth, with: the 


great City; the New Ferafalem defcending. . 


out of Heaven from GOD, to be the Erer- 
nal glorious Manfion of all the Seitz, as. 
is contained in. the 20, 25. & 2224 Chapters. 


Do...) Ebe EIFE of SPETER. 
"Aint Peter, generally ftyled the Prince of As for the time. of the Birth. of this. 


Y Apofiles, is ‘delivered both by Hely Writ, 
and the.'confent' of ancient .4athers, to have 
been. the Sea‘: of Sonsh , a Fifperman. of 
Bethfeide.in upper Galilee, belonging to the 


Fribe of Nephebali ; ccmmodioufly feated on: 


the Banks of the Sed of Tiberias; or Lake 
of Geuferet,, then a {mall inconfiderable 


Flege inhabited by Hfhermen, 


Apefile,: tis faid:to be-3 years before that of 


the -blefled: Pirin, which. was uno Mundi: 
4034 At his Circumcifiex he received. the- 
nanie- of a Simeon, to which: our 
Savieur-added ‘that of Cephas, which figni- 


fies a Stone or Rock; apd from this ‘lat, 
Peter became his moft ufual name. 
ya Bx SE NMG ee "hee : a: This. 





dadrew, were 


great joy to his Brother, to acquaint him 
with what had hapned; upon which Peter 
went with him to Jefae, who prefently knew 
him, and received him. The next that our 
Sevieur received into the number of his Dif- 


gle were Fames and Fohn the Sens of Zebedee, 


 borh Fifberaven. 
And here there occurs to ws an obferva- 
tion , too remarkable to. be omitted, viz. 


" she vait difference between the Methods of 


pivine Providence, atid the ways.of the 
World ; for whereas the generality ofman- 
kind looks only upon Pomp, ard outward 
thew; and Pin their Feith upon thofe of 
great fame in the World, for Learning and. 
Wifdom; GOD in the Foundation of his 
Church made. ufe of the meaneft, obfcureft 
and illiterate Perfohs,.to: confound and put 
to. filence thofe high Points of Phitlefephy, 
fo much eater inthe World, = cca 
by propagated thole Divine -Traths, w. i 
Homan policy was not able to withftand. 
S. Peter after the Communication 
ing; but after ovr Sevieurs. confirming the 
Devin tr a by fuch a Miraculous 
draught of Fifh, and had ftrengthned his 
fisggering Feith, he left: al and followed: 
his great Lerd and. Mafer, -and from: that. 
time rémained conftantly his MZewer and 
Difciple. At this time, Jefe had his chief. 
Refidence about Capernanns,. whither S. Peter. 
had removed; and here Peters Wives Mo. 


ther lying fick of a Fever, was railed to- 


health by our Saviour: Upon Mount Tabor. 
12 were particularly Picch’d on to be more 
immediately attendants on his Perfon, and to 
be the conftane Witneffes of his Doétrin and 
Miracles: And thefe were. they that after- 
wards were called the “psfles; and not 
without reafon were they fo ftyled, as being 
the firft Perfonswhom our Seviear appointed - 
ashis Mefengers, to Preach the Go/pel tothe 
Gentiles, and not without .the Gift of Mi-. 
racles, to confirm the World of the Truth 
of their Deffriz ; nor was the number 12 
made choice of in vain, as myfterioufly an- 
fwering to the 12 Zribes of Urael ; whom he 


Whe LIFE of S. PETER. 
bis le, a8 aHfo his younger Brother: 
This ee fom thets Childhoeds brought 
upto the Fifbing Trade; and thefe were the 
3 fit which our Seviewr made. choice of, to 
be his Difciples and Folewers ; tho’ accord-. 
tae to S. Late, Andrew having the Mefie 
inf ‘eveaied to him, went immediately with 


that feemed much to leffen the e 


3ur 
told they fhould Judge at the jreneral Re- 
furreftion, fitting on 12 Thrones: OF chefe +2. 
Apeftles, Peter, Fames and. Fokn, were chofen | 
asa Trumvirate,. and admitted into all pri-: 
vate Councils and Tranfaiions, and Peter is. 
generally put the firft. After the Feeding. 
the Multitude with 5 Loaves and 2 Fifbes, 
Peter is only mentioned pafling ore the water, 
to meet his Mafter. S. Peter is frequently 
ftyl'd by the Fathers the Mouth of the .ipo- 
files, and not without reafon ; for when out 
Saviour, being forfaken by the Multitude at 
Capernaum, turned about to his poftles, and 
asking them, if they would leave him alfo? 
S. Peter in the name of the reft, anfwered 
they would not, for that it was be only bad 
the words of Eternel Life; And when in the 
Journy to Cefarea Philippi, he asked his 
Die what men faid of him, and after, 
what they themfelves thought he was? Peter 
gave this pofitive anfwer in the name of che 
reft , Thou art Chrift the Sonof the living 
GOD. Which hearty Declasation how well 
it was received, appears by this high Eulogy 
givenhim in return; Bleffed art thou Simon 
Bar-Jonah, Flefh and Blood hath not revealed 
it tethee, but my Father. which ws in Heaven; 
therefore I alfo fay unto thee, Thou art Peter, 
and upon thit Rock will I build my Church, 


fF tne _ with and the Gates of Hell foallwot prevail againft. 
"our Zerd, for a while returned to his Fi/h. 


it. Moreover, Iwill give unte thee, the Keys 
of Heaven, and whatfeever thou bale. bind in 
Earth, foal be bound in Heaven, aud whatfrever 
thou foale loofe.on Earth, foall be lafed ix 
oe ae. cc is my 3s 


Peter upon our Seviours Commendations 
and Words was fo Tranfported with Zeal and 
Affe@ion for him, that thereby he ran into 
an Error, which incurt’d his difpleafure, no 
lefs than before he had received his Applaufe ; 
for when doubtlefS out of concernment for - 
his Prefervation, he perfwaded him to pre- 
ferve himfelf, from thofe sufferings, he told 
him he wasto-undergo, he incurr’d a rebuke 
fteem he 
waslately in, faying to him ; Get thee be-. 
hind me Satan, thou: favoureft not the things 
that be of GOD, but of Man. However, it 
foon appeared that this rebuke was but the 
chaftifing Leffonof a gracious Meffer, who. 
knew ‘the Error he had committed, was but 
the effe&t of his imprudent Zeal : For when 
our Saviexr went up to Mount Tabor, (as is 
fuppofed to confer with Mofes and Elias) 
Peser was not lefcout of the Zrismvirate of 

Qq Apyftles; 


* 
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Apofiles, for he with the 2‘Sonsof Zebedee, the effe&s of Human: frailty, even in th 
’ the. 


which accompanied him, were the only Hts: teft Saints: for he 

ak asp Spectators of bis Transfiguration, fo Zealoufl eiprel hiofeit 7 it ; 

: . oe a Type of his future ftate of Glery; behalf, could not-watch an-hour ‘ ith MaeBer : 
nd when the Collefors of the Tribute. Meny, his greateft-extremity, but: fell fall al him in 

wore to gather their Tribute, Peteristhe gether with Jans a sein. El afleep, to. 

Rerfon contulted in this Affair ; who acquaint- Lord, confidering well. the frailti of pike 

ing our. Sevieur therewith, was immediately Nature, paft over this neglett les Of Huon 

ordered to go Fith for the Shekel, which was mild Rebuke, and ex glett only: with a 


ately had 


to be paid to the Coleffers, which accordingly. The. Spirit. ji | 
was done. He is chiefly made suegtion er Whil ‘this a cee ge 


‘in.all cafes of doubt and controverfy, asthe bet te palt 
moft inquifitive to be informed, as is the was offered : Teoh seated ae ae 
‘Cher 9. tO 


Queftion, How oft a Max isobliged to for-. thew hisd 
give He shh foran injury done; andupon for the atest Mafiery 
. ifmiffion of-the Young. Man who.came was fent by the High Prief ce 
partly to ask, what he fhould doto gain Seviowr, Here Peter fhew ed i cae 
oat ites with this anfwer, That he Manlike than Apopiolick yi ae eg rather. 
the Pas This Bfate, and-give the Mesy to his Sword in his Defence, he $ steph 
= tus 3 S. ae putsin his Quere, What the High Priefts Servant and patil Malchus 
ward they fhould ‘have, who hadforfaken Ear. ‘This attempt might in he Eye oft 
al cir. worldly concerns to follow Clift? World. have gained hen the Eye of: the: 
: Q va he received this fatisfa&tory an- but it met with a che fai Reputation, 
wer. That ample recompence fhould be rafhnefs of ir; efpeciall Gace he ee 
given in.this Warld, and Everual Life im the. have been better infroéted, by his long cor 
: ede eae verfe with the Sex COD. 
tin ad ei Rar ao he Dr pet a ie 
pee to Cerra the Pafover with his deepen Denon : Wie a the Re- 
ce en ah w of Feet he wafh't, which Peter commanded as an oftender,to = oi av 
in modsfty would have refufed, as not wor-. with this fevere Reprimand.- that, They wi 
thy fo accept of fogreat an Honour, for fe sheSword, fold perifo by it.” And: al 
ee ae ot with. a Reproof, our Seview, wecome toa paffage, which will teach ue 
Cull baie as sce if he wafh't him wat, ke byhis Example, how fubjett the belt M as 
refigned. inuntett a ag rast Y a er vain a thing itis, ie 
2 : 3 con. In. hi 
See i. a mK my Feet only, but alfe. He that had made fo ray Alene 
aad the Wafhing their ake o Te ait nd eore hi oI oar trl fate bi, 
curl more pinlyrocm afte gingto away wih te wh ofthe Dike eo 


Suffer; and when he fpoke. of leaving them, _ was apprehended by his Enemies ; but inthe - 


and going where.they could not follows Perer. High Priefs Hak, when he wastax'd by f 
e 


moft particularly fhews his refentment; and yeral Perfons,. for being one of his Difciples 
9 


great zeal to follow him wherever he went, which he utterly denied, and with Oaths and 
$ F and: 


not only to Prifoy, but even t -?. 
f1€; and in. the Meune of Oltuer, ee ae ecations, renounced.all knowledg of him. 


they went, after the Celebration of the Paf’" eon thote bis laft, and moft dangerousfalh 


ever, he perfifts .in. his refolute conftancy to Piety, and oe padepiatads psy bit : 
ve ony 


Pate ee gale, Thong all she ref isd. warning, but litle before his Appebenn 
we ke Vingea Couette, il rei ee 
Fa de eka deel yng ng, Sd by ty oa 
mb: be. fed arbiter dgmy.Baned tgety; rw ones vee 

Crowing.. 


cufes them faying ,. 


‘ration of Love. 
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iCroming of the Cock, he went out, and wept were but the falfilling of thofe Scripturcs, that 
bitterly. In fine, his fall feems to have had beenfo plainly Prophefied of them. By 

roved dnteus like, his greater rife, and after this Divine Sermon, which (next after thole 
tf his failings was the principal Affestor ofthe ofour Sevicurs)’ was the firft, by which the 
Ghriftien Faith, and ready to fuffer for it on Gofpel was preached, he converted no lefs 
Aloccafions. He'was the firft of the 4pofle, than 3000, who were Baptized, and made 


-to whom our Saviewr appear'd alone after Members of the Géurch. And immediarely 


his Referrection, according to the Teftimony after Miracles began amongft the Apofiles, 
eC ‘tube. And at that time, that heap- the fift vifible one being done by Peter, 
pear'd to feveral of his Difciples, at the Sea when heand S. Jokn going to the Zémple at 
of Tiberias, he was the firft mentioned of the ot hour, feeing a Jame man Jying to 
them: And after he had Zat with them, of beg for 4'ms, reftored him tohis Limbs; 
the Fifth they caught by his dire€tions, he sis taken notice of in the 214 Difceurfe, 
fingled out Peter, and had a particular and = which Miracle brought a Concourfe of People 
moft affeCtionate conference withhim; the abouthim ; which taking advantage of, told 
effe& of which was the putting it home, them, That what was done, was not by any 
whether he had a peculiar love for him, Skill of his, buce by the Power, and in the 
ibove any’ of the Difeiples ? To which he name of that Gari, Whomthey had Gracified 5 
anfwered, Lord: then kneweff I love thee; upon Exhorting them withal, feriowfly to refleet 
which he bid him feed his Sheep ; and for the. upon what they had done, in ‘Crucifying the 
greater confirmation, all this wasrepeated 3 Lordof Life; and toexpiate fo Horrid a Crime, 
feveral times. Thus oft times in Holy writ by a timely Repentance and atrue-Feith in him 
thingsanfwer Myftically innumber; a three- for the future : By this Exhortation. and 
fold Denial is expiated, by a threefold decla-. probably S. John’s Preaching in another place, 
- there were brought into the Gurch no fewer 
After our Seviour's ‘Afcenfion, the Apefles, than 5000 Souls. | 
with oneconfent returned to JernfalemApend- ‘This Preaching of the Apofiles, gave great 
ing their time for feveral days in Prayer, cffence to the Priefts and Sadducees, who 
and other exercifes of Deverion: At laft there calling to their affiftancethe Captain of the 
met together of pofles and other Holy Temple, Commander of the Zower of Antonia, 
Men, to the number of 120; S. Peter as they feized them, and_brought them before 
Prefident propounded in thename of the reft, the Sanhedrim, or Grand Council of the 
the choofing of another 4pofile in.the place Jews, as difturbers. of the public Peace ; and 
of Judas the Apefate; and for thisDivine when they were asked by what Authority 
office 2 only ftood Candidates, viz. Jofeph they thus proceeded ; S. Peter boldly an- 
Bornabas (irnamed Jufius, and Matthias, {wer'd, That they a€ted in the name of that 
both which had been Eye-witnefles of our efi of Nazareth, whom they Crucified, and 
Saviours Deftrin and Miracles, as alfo’ ofhis who (tho’ rejefted by them) was made the 
Death and Refurreftion ; And the choifebeing Head ofthe Corner, and for whofe Death 
agreed upon by Let, (after they had offered up they ought heartily to Repent, if they ex- 
their Prayers to GOD to direc them in theic pected Salvation. Being Commanded to 
choife), the Lot fell on Matthias. withdraw, whilft the Conncil debated what to 
The Feaft of Pentecof?, fo called as being do; as foon as they were called in again, 
the soth day from the Poféver , they all the Refulrwas, That they fhould Preach this 
met to receive the Hely Ghoft as was promifed Dorinno more; whichthey refolutely re- 
them; and accordingly the Hely Ghoft def- fufed to obey, faying, They were bound to 
cended on them, in cloven Tongues, infpiree obey GOD more than them: But in regard 
ing them to {peak all Langwages,tor the better the Council were not able to contradi& the 
enabling them to propagate the Ge/pel atnong Miracle, they were forced “gi their will,to 
the Gentiles,as is at large taken notice of inthe yeild to the truth thereof, and knew not 
213th Difcourfe, entituled Pentecof, to which what further to fay to them ; fo that for that 
Lrefer the Reader. S. Peter made it clear to time they were difmift ; and coming to their 
them that heard and {aw what hapned to Company, related to them what papas 
them ; That the Doéfrin, Miracles, Death, who gave Gloryto GOD, for their fafe deli- 
Refurrediims and Afcenfian of ovr Saviear, verance. Q Ys A 
fr ! ee 2 ; 


_AsS. Peter was higheft in Dignity, foe fure, to perform thefe Mi , 
peed igre i vee eect him. ae eres a eee cate, the 
People; And it wasby general confent a eed Wiser es who 
amongtt them, that as they were all ove in thereby endear mat (thie Magic rts and 

: J I our : . 

ae Mae s e hey fhould be one in piltarioni among the do pun hina Re 
rdhadaee we : ’ ue and Poer all fhare- ther out of Ambition, to advance his F on 
si fell th that ofe that liad Effates, by fuch miraculous Works, than fo pe 
oo aaa flock, tc ey dean : oe oe sane ie Apofiles in their Play’ 
the reft, dnanias with Saphira hig Witt ; confiderable piece of Mony, to be 
confented to fell his Efate, and bring i oti he a wits this fo excellent Gif’ having 
the Mony, but keeping back part thereof, : Ble quate) tended him@lf the mor 

‘ : hereof, capable, by intr tr Sa 
Mp oats) an ; therelation of which, is into the number of Balen ae 
in the 215sh Difewrfe. Thisfevere proceed tization of Philip; But Peter both poe 
iy & : fufiniees ean es ated i ae Sosupion of his Hears, and difdaining 
: : ; ’ chani i i 
oa of ae De or Hypecriffe: Every beftow the Gift of ay eee Mee 
unto more and more, safoasuch thot the sak (enchant Coens oo dectation 
psa brek iS eo he out into the Streetsin with thee ; which Warde eae Mee 
cena : y fort akc of Peters Shadow, he (at leaft in outward appearance) thae 
brought into the Char aie were dayly Peccavi, and beg'd the poftles ineesctfBoe tp 

-Thefe things id. , . .- GOD-forhis Pardes. its 
Saas te gs ey a but give frefhdif- | The Church thus fetled in Samaria, th 
ready to. burtt wih ke € jews, who were Apoftles, after fome time fpent in Pr shiae 

flourifh ; for i oon oe een. a ee ae Sina Forfa 
to Prifon, but an Angel from Heaven makes went to vi meyuce alter‘a little time, Peter 

’ : it: ° ‘ ; 
nae : fom sg pcb toletthem out: ciples had et ee : fat ae 
Heavin refolves re the Prifes Doers, which late Perfeeution. At Lidda he cur’d By on 
Brought to the & : et Word being who had laid Bedrid of a Palfey for 8 ed 
eee Lion a : ima, that the Prifoners. From Liddas upon the fame Je thi years: 
ple, they wer y ee P TOE in theZem- cle, he was fent for to Toppa chee re 
High Prigt taxed ent for, and by the the, called in Greek Dercae,a woman I hin 
a&ing contrary t ce difobedience, in mented for her Piety and Gharit tie ae 
ahik fon Y oO ' ¢ Councils Order; to ly Dead, he by his Prayers ated hee i 
ac hehice: ‘AG 1 pela ate ce again ; vo which he ftaied chetelome cine: 
he aie (earning tharsthe reff ; af one day, ede i paps mee 

advifed them’ wd oe acawa, prudently upper ‘Room, being Hungr he called § 

to pioceed fovio! os them caution, not Meat, which while it was a en 
things. be of GOD, they’ for faith he, if thefe into ‘Trance; in which he had a Fi a oe 
will fall of themfel oe will fiand, sf-mot they a Sheet, letdown from Heaven, ci im ot 
shah stelle ; uponthis they-ordered all forts of Creatures, Clean a Once 
eee conrged, aod withcommand attended with a. Voyce fayin ary paca, 

Not. long age ee ed a kill. and Eat ; for which fee ae df aa 

gether with John, by the whol Ebay o tO- the 219th Difcounfe. pg a 
cpofiles at Jerufalon CO te te eee ay Walle, S. Peter difcousfed and. preached 
Gi ot em to £0 to Samariay to Cornelins and his Compan ae af 
there, he emploied his ip; while he ftayed Giof fell upon feveral of the Auditory | 
Gifts o&the Holy Go time eaten the: infpired them withthe Gift of Zin 2a 
verts of Philip, bi my upon the new Cone. which the Jews, ‘that accom snied him thi. 
whereby. the = y a ieyiae of Hands... ‘ther were amazed, and. lookt blank i i 
| y; they. were.enabled in.a.grcat meas other fide S,Peren. told. them, thete was no. 

reafon, . 
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geafon, why thefe'men believing thould not 
be Beptixed: Atthis the very apefies, and 
Brethren at Jerafalem rook offence, and at 
his return to ‘Jersfalerm , charged him with 
too much favour to the Genséles. See the 
force of old Cnftems, thofe that‘had embrac’d 
the very Religion built upon Charity , could 
not yet quit the old Animofity of their Gevs- 
trey, towards people of ali other Nations, 
bur their own ; yet at Taft they were .con- 
vinced by the reafons he gave them ; and 
rendred GOD thanks for their Conviction: 
However this Controverfie was not fo eafily 
derermined ; for after our pofiles miraculous 
deliverance by an Angel from the Jmprifen- 
ment Of Heredes Antipas y— Grandchild of 
Hered the great, by whom ‘he was-defigned ' 
so be put-to Death, as S. Famer had been but 
lately before ; the Femif> ‘Converts contend. 
ing for Circumeifion’, and the obfervance of 
the Mefaical Law, to be joyned with the pro- 
fellion ‘of the ‘Chrifiian ‘Faith, as equally ne-. 
ceflary for Salvation: The Gentiles on the 


ether fide maintaining, ‘thatthe Fudsick Law 


was abolifh’t, and ‘that the Paithand pro- 
felfion of the Gofpel was fufficient-for Sa/ve- 
tion. The beft expedient that could be 
thought on for accommodating of thefe mat- 
ters, and compofing of the differences be- 
twixt them, was, that a general Council of 
the Apoftles, and chief of the Brethren fhould 
be called and meet at Jerafalem ; which:be- 
ing at laft refolved on, the Councit-was cho 
fen and met, where after the things in Cons 
troverfie, had been for fome time debated, 
S. Péter (to whofe Authority all the reft fub- 
feribed,) made it appear that the Gentiles had 
received as great a Portion of the Sperit, as 
any of the reft, and were as capable of Sal: 
wation, by the meer grace of the Gofpel, . as 
the Jews that pretended’ co'an additional Me- 
rit, by joyning the obfervation of the Mofaick 
Law. ‘And in‘conclufion, it was carried ac~ 
cording to Peters Sentence, and to that pur- 
pofe, ‘the Decrees of this Council were fent 
abroad, fos thefatisfying Mens minds, and 

utting ah end to the Contentions thefe Dif 

utes had raifed. No fooner was this Goun- 
if broke'up, but S. Peter went to Antioch, 
where after all the Chriftien. Pradence and 
Charity, he'had fo lately fhewed in the Conn~ 
cilat Jernfalem, and his excellent ordering 
of affairs ‘at the ‘Houfe of Cornelizs, and ‘his 


familiar converfe with. the converted Gentiles 
at deciock, athis firlt. coming'there, yet fell. 


into an ‘Error which feemed to contradi&t all: 
thathe had done ‘before ; for upon the com 
ing oF certain Jewifh Brethren, ovit ofrefpect 

to them, and for fear of their es on.- 
a fudden left the company of thefe Gewtiles, - 


- with whom he had before contraéted a Friend-. 


fhip, fhunaning them as. perfons Unclean, 
which. was a great amazement and difheart- 
ning to them , and an example to the con- 
verted Jews, to make the like Separation ;. 
even Barnabas himfelf, being drawn in by. 
the example of others; the confequence of 
which could be no lefs than the hindrance of 
the Gofpele Propagation ; infomuch that-Paut 
thé but alate Convert, was highly concern’d. 
to fee Peters weak carriage Pa this. affsr ; 
and thereupon took upon him to withftand 
him Face to Face, and repreve him feverely 
for it. And thus far'reacheth che account of 
our Apofiles Life and: Franfabtions, ‘yasataken: 
from ‘the ‘4 Zvangelifii, and the 445 oftthe: 
Apofiles : ‘For the remainder of his Life.until 
his Death, we muft depend upon the:Asthers 
and ancient Writers of the: Primitive Ghureh,. 
whofe teftimony alfo might-fufficiently: pafs, 
were it built upon fure proofs, and not for the: 
moft part conjeftural.. | et 
Eufebiue’ affirms, that :the .time Hié wasat 
Antiook, he there Founded-a Church, and. was- 
the firft Bishop thereof. What becameiof him. 
after his deliverance from Heréds Inprifen- 
ment, is not certainly known ;:fome tayshe- 
preached “at Bizentivm , and the Goustries. 
thereabouts for fome time; after which he 
is faid to. go to Rome, and to: :have: arrived: 
there in the 2d'year_ of Glandias : That he 
went to Rome, and ftayed there; feme: times. 
isan opinion too generally received , to. be 
much difputed,. and probably he took hisfirft 
abode among his’ Countrey-ses the Fews,: in. 
that: part ‘called the  Zranfiykerine Religisb, 
where they are faid to have'planted thentfelve- 
ever fince.the time of -dugaftds ; : but: we.are 
told,’ that removing from. thence. to preach: 
tothe Gentiles, he was received into the. 
Houle of one Pudens.) a Roman. Senator, ‘new» 
ly converted to the Faith; and that in’ this- 
City he met-with Philo, firnamed judetsxho- 
came Embaffador to. Rome,’ in: favour of the 
ews at Alexandria, with whom: heconteae ~ 
ted an intimate familiarity. Petes 
“Much. about this time. Baronine thinkste: - 
was that he wrote his firft Zpifle xo‘ the. 
Gburckes-he had planted in «4fie, the Jefs;, Diz.- 
Pontas, ‘Galatias. Cappadecia, wees oe 


S: Mark, ashe obferves, being with him, -at, 
the'writing of this Epifle, in his Journey to 
gypt, whither he was going to preach the 
Gofpel. The, Yews being for fome kind. of 
_ Sedition or Uproar, in the City banifhe by. an 
edi& of Claudius ; and in the tacter end-of his 
Reign , §. Peter is generally believed with 
the reft to have left Rome , after which we 


hear no more of him as to any particular, till. 


the latter end of Nero’s Reign, when he re- 
turned to Rome. That he went on in his 
painful Minifry, in {ome part of the World 
or other, is.not to be doubted’; but whether 
in Italy, Sicily, or Africa, or the more Eaftern 
parts, ismatter only of bare conjeture ; fome 
ftick not alfo to affirm, (but from nofifficient 
authority,) that he was fome time in thisour 
Mland-of Great Britain. . 
Being returned to Rome, he found the 
minds.of Men otherwife difpofed than he ex- 
pected, being prepoficit with the fubtile cheats 
and devices: of S:zzon the Magician, where- 
with hehad.gained himfelf fo great applaufe 
among the Vulgar, that he was efteemed Jit. 
tle leis than.aDiety, and was inhigh efteem 
svith Nero himfelf, who was a particular f- 
‘wourer of Magicians, and their, Disbolical 
48s" Now:Peter's main bufinefs was, to un- 
mask ‘this. vile impoffor, ‘and Jay open his 
prevaricating Tricks and Delufions; for effcdt- 
ing of which:there bapned a very fit occafion 
“motto -be.here omitted, fince delivered by 
Hegefippus the younger, an Author pf no {mall 
account, and contemporary with $. smbrofe. 
There died ‘at this time a young Gentleman 
néat of kin. to the Empereur ; for:the raifing 
of whom to Life the conteft was, between S. 
‘Peter: and the Magician, who being the Chal- 
denger, ‘the pojt/e (ftiong in Faith) readily 
accepted the Challenge, and effi&ed that by 
the power of GOD which the other could not 
by::the.:power of the Devil. The Sorcerer 
thus bafled, and in danger of being ftoned co 
‘Death, bad not Peter's Charity and Gencrofi- 
ty refcued him, had again the prefumption, 
or folly ‘to make another bold undertaking, 
which was, to fee him fly up to Heaven ; the 
time being come, he cakes flight from the 
Capitol; but his artificial Wings failing him, 
- che '-was-brought to the Greund with battered 
Bones and re which in a few days pur 
an end to all his boafted Forgeries , together 
i 
. The-unhappy: end of this deluded Wretch, 
infiead of: bringing the <pyfle into greater 


favour, and his Derin-into higher efteer 
to the ‘soxther advancement re 
but the more exafperate this obdurate Em 

reur, who regarding the fallacies of an fm- 


poftor , more than. the reality ‘ofa Divine 


Miracle, and not enduring the fevere Reproofs 
of a-Religion , fo repugnant to his vicious 
courfes, and as a fworn Enemy to all pro- 
feflors thereof ; he in the firft place refolved 
to sevenge the lofS of this great Favourite up- 
onhim,.to whom he imputed the occafion 
of his Death; and in order-thereunto, he caufed 
himto be apprehended, together with Pau 
then at Rome, and both to be thrown into the 
Mamertine-Prifen, where-they remained dail 

expeCting the fatal Stroke, being thought fit 
Vi&imsto the Pomp and:Pride of Ners, at 
his teiumphal entring Rome from Jchaie : 
Mejn ville our Apofile was very muchim. 
portun'd by the Chriftians to fave himfelfhy 
flight, which be was much averfe unto ; but 
at Jaft being overcome .by their inceflanc 
Prayers, and Importunities, he yeilded ; and 
the next Night having made his-efcape over 
the Prifon Wall, and- being got as . far as the 
City Gate, he is faid to: have met our Sevi- 
our, coming juft in, as he was going our; 
and knowing him, faluted him, (though much 
furprized) in thefe words, LORD whither 
‘art thow going ? But the anfwer he received 


was, I am come to Rome te be Crucified afe- 


cond time; which he apply’d fo hometo him- 
felf, that returning back to the Prifes, and 
rendring himfelf to the Keeper, he refolved 
to {vffer with chearfulnefs the Death defign’d 
for him, which was Crucifixion, the thame- 
fulleft Death they could infli& on the wort 
~Malefaéors; Only at his earneft Requeft, he 
obtained the favour, that as a Perfon unwor- 
thy to fuffer in the manner as his LORD had 
done, he might be Crucifed with his Head 
downwards. 
After his Execution, his Body being taken 
down, was Embalmed after the Jewifb man- 
ner, by Marcellinus, and Buried in the Vati- 
can, neat the way called Vis Triumphalis, a8 
Exfebins, and other EcclefiaBical Writers de- 

liver. Over his Grave, (faith Onupbirus 
was built a {mall Church, upon thedeftruati- 
on of which by Heliogabalus, his Body was 
removed to a Burying-place not far from 
Rome, in the. way called the Appian way ; 
but by Pope Cornelivs, it was carried back to 
the Vatican, which after a long timeof ob- 
{curity, was by the Eeaperour Gonftaxtins the 
" \-Grear, 
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1Grear, Camonght feveral: other Churches he 
-erecied iat: Ree,) railed to a nioit Magnifi- 
igentftru&ure in honour of S. Peser ; and alfo 
wonderfully enrich’d and-adorn’d ,. and every 
Agefince having ‘added to its Splendor ,.it 
may be now juftly reckon’d oneof the Won- 


ders of the World: ' : . 
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. Jhes Lived, and. thus Died this Grand, 

ang mph venerable apoftle,.and the principal 

.Rock.--upon which Cérsf had igned his 

Church to be built, His Death is generally. 
computed to have been in the year of our 
LORD, 69. and in.the 13h. or 14th. of. 
Nero's Reiga. 


The Contents of the oft Epiftle General of S. PET E R. 


 BOrafmuch:.. as the Apofile S. Peter, had 


"chief 
amongtt thofe of the Circumeifion, Gal. 2. 
He accordingly writes this Epéftle tothe Jews, 
difperfed throughout Pemw., Cappadocia , 


exercifed his <pefelscal Funétion 


_ Afia, and Bithinia, whohad embraced the 


Fath of Fefus Chrift, as well on the one hand, 
to confirm and éftablifh them , in the truth 
they had received, as on the other hand; fe- 
rioufly to remind them of, and exhort them 
to their: Daty, as himfelf declares , Chap. 5. 
22. So that the prefenc Eps/ile contains thefe 
following Heads. In the firft place after the 


- Infeription, in the 2 firlt. Verfes, he propounds 


a.fhore abridgment of the. Evangelical De- 
Grin, in the which he fetsdown , the moft 
remarkable Benefits which accrue to us by 
‘Sefue Chrift, to the 13 Verfeof the I. Chap. 
Afterwards taking eccafion from the Salvati- 
on purchafed-forus by him , he exhorts Be- 
lievers to. a fuitable Chriftian Converfation, 
as well in General, to the 13 Verfe of the 2d. 
Chapter, asin patticular, reminding. Subsecs 
of their Duties to Magifirates and Gevernours, 
Servants to -their-Mafers,.and Husbands and 


_ Wives, of their mutual Obligations , to the 


The. Contents of the fecond Epiftle General ofS. PET ER: 


Te fome in-ancient-times,: liave doubted 
of the dathor, and Authority of this 
Epiftle, as appears from Eufebine's Hift. Lib 
3. Cap. 22. yet we find, that there is no rea- 
fon co queftjon either the one, or the other; 


not only becaufe the Infcription of the Epiftie, 


bears the-name of Simsen.J’eter,-and that the 
Aushon declares Chap. sft: Verfe 18.,. that. he 


was one of the 3 Difciples of Fefus, who faw - 


his Glery on the. Mount ; bus alio, becaufe the 
Deffrin. therein contained, is very confonant 
with that of the foregoing-Epiffle, and the 
reft . of: the Holy Scriptures. Moreover we 
find that. the ChrifianCourch. has always. re- 


8 Verfe_of the 3d Chapter, wherehe returns 
again to general Exbortations, prefling upon 


g. them the Duties of Charity, Patience, and . 


Temperance, or Scbriety, to the end of the 
qth.’ Chapter. Ac the beginning of the 5té. — 
Chapter, he exhorts .the Elders or pee! of 
the Church, to be diligent and faithfulin 
feeding their Flocks ; the younger fort to be | 
Obedient, and all co Be Sober, watchful and: 
conftant in the Faith, refifting their great- 
Adverfary the Devil, until the 10rb. Verfe, 
where he concludes this Zpif/e with an ar- 
dent Prayer. for Believers, and icular 
Greetings. The Subftance. therefore of this 
Epiftle may be reduc'd to thefe 3 heads, which \ 
by an exquifite and. holy Skilfulnefs, are en- 
terlac’'d throughout.the whole contexture ofit. 
The Firft is, a Declaration of the ineftimable - 
Benefits, of the Redemption. and Salvation - 
purchafed for us by Fefus Chrift; the 2d isan - 
Exhortation to the Fruits of Faith,. and duties - 
of San&ification, both general and : particu 
lar; and the 34-is a warning or admonition - 
to Patience and Conftancy in fuffering for the. . 
Name of Jefus.. 


ceived - it- for Divine..and Canonical. The - 
Apofile therefore writes this his2d Epiffle, to - 
the fame. fcatcered. believing. Jews;- to whom 
he wrote the firft, as appears from Chap..3. 1- 
and giveshisreafons for thusbacking his for- 
mer Epifti, Chap. 1.12, 13, Ge. Te con. 
fifts of 3 parts, according..to the number of 
its Chapters. Inthe firit, after. the Inferip-- 
sion and Salutation, he reprefetits tothem . 
the Grace and Benefits GOD-had beftowed up- 
on them, in order to their Sslvetion; and 
exhorts them to grow therein more and-more; 
and by the practice of all ChrifianVirtue:, 
. make their Ceding and Eleition fare ; fig- 
ni 
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nifies ‘his reafon, for prefling this Exbertati- 
on, and’the obligation they were under to re- 
ceive it from one, who had been an Eye-wit- 
nefs of the Divine Glory of Jefe, and an 
Ear. witnefs of the Teftimony given him by the 
Father, and whofe Dotfres was the fame, 
with that of the Prophets , and Holy men of 
old, Chap. 1. In the 2d, he exhorts Belie- 
wers to conftancy and perfeverancein the 
Dofrin of Chrift, which they had received 
from the Apofties , tothe end they might not 
be turned afide, by che deceirand cunning de- 
vices of falfe Teachers, which began then to 
manifeft themfelves , ahd would more fully 
be difcovered afterwards ; reprefenting the 
certain Deftruétion which by their impiety 
they would draw down upon themfelves and 
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their followers ; and defcribing their wic 
manners, Co and Convefation , ie 
end they might be the. better known. and 
avoyded , Chap. 2. He warneth them of 
Scoffers, walking after their own Hearts Lu/ty, 
who denyed the return of Jefes Chrift to Fudg- 
ment, and the end or Confummation of this 
World, in Sepomon to whom he afferts the 
ad coming of Jefus Chriff, and defcribes the 
terrible end of. the World, exhorting them 
from the expectation thereof, to all Holine(, 
of Life and Converfarion.: And Laftly, con- 
cludes his Epifle by the Teftimony of 8. Pasi, 
with a fhort, but ferious Capitulation of br: 
chief Exbortations, and a Déxolegy to our 
LORD and Savieur Jefus Chrift. 


The LIFE of SPAUL. 


‘Aint Paul, thd not one ofthe 12, yet 

' for his great Eminence in the . Miniftry 
‘of the Gofpel, had the honour to be ftyled an 
Apefle ; particularly above all the reft that 
were not of that Number ; and hath juftly the 
next place to S Peter allotted to him, both in 
regard they were foconvetfantin their Lives, 
and infeparablein their Deaths. He wasborn 
at Tarfus, not only of Fewifh Parents, but 
Originally defeended fiom an ancient Jewish 
Family, of the Tribe of Benjamin in Fades, 
where he had his Education, which wasa 
flourifhing Academy, whole Scholars ( as 
Strabo teftifies) excell’d- thofe of Alexandria, 
and even .dthens it felf. In the Schools of 
this City, he was brought up from his Child- 
hood, and became an excellent proficient in 
' all the polite Learning of the ducients, yet 
at the fame time he was brought up to 4 
Manual Trade, as even the Learnedft of their 
Rabbins were, for enabling them to-get a 
Livelyhood if occafion requiredit, it being a 
Maxim (cfpecially amongft the Jews,) Zhat 
he who teacheth nog his Sona Trade, tcacheth 
him tobe a Thief; for Learning of old was 
not made an inftrument to geta Maintenance 
‘by, but forthe better polithing the Mind; fo 
that the Learned among the Jews, were fre- 
qeely denominated (as Drufins obferves ) 
from fome one or other Handycraft Trade, as 
Rabbi Judah, the Baker; Rabbi Jochanen, 
the Shoomaker, &c. , 
Having at Tarfus attained to a great per- 
£:Gion in the Liberal arts and Sciences, he 


was fent to Jerufalem . to be inftraéted in the 
knowledge of the Lews; and for the berter 
accomplithing him in that Study, was put un- 
der the Tuition of Reben Gemaliel the Son 
of Simon, (the fame probably that took up our 
Saviour in his Arms.) He was an: eminent 
Dotfor of the Law’, one of the Families of 
the Schools at Ferufalem, and a Perfon of 
principal Note and Authority in the. Sexi 
Sanhedrim, in which that grave and prudent 
Speech, before mentioned in the Life of §..Pa 
ver, which he made in behalf of the -4pofter, 
and their Deéfrin, took great eff&. At the 
Feet of this great Dolor S. Panl was brought 
up, as he himfelf teftifies , and by his in- 
ficu&tions he foon advanced to that degree, 
that he gain’d himfelf 2 Reputation above all 
his fellow Scholars: Moreover he wasa ftriét 
profeffor of the Se& of the Pharifces, which 
ofall others amongft the Jews, was the feve- 
reft and moft Magifterial , and the profeffors 
thereof, generally great applauders of them- 
felves for their Sanétity, defpifing and cenfures 
ing all others as Reprobates, and unworthy 
of their Society, and prefuming (as Jofephas 
writes,) to govern even Princes themfelves, 
With the fiery Genius of this Se, our 4pofile 
was too deeply infected, which made him a 
moft zealous Perfecutor of the Saints, fo that 
when the blovd of the Martyr Stephen - was’ 


fhed, I (faith be wich forrow after his Con- 


verfion) was flanding by, confented to bi 
Death, and kept the Rayment of them ‘thes 
flew him. Nay, of ail the Apparators, and 

Inquie 
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quifitors employed by the Sanbedrim , to 
Execute their Warrants upon. thofe upftart 
Hereticks,:as.they cal?d'théin, ‘who preach’d” 
agtinft the Lew: of Mofes', :and the tradition - 
of: the Fathers ; he was the Man: that ftrove’ 
to be the forwardeft..:.In this Zeal to execute: 
his Offee , ashe was_on his way to Damajcus, 
with fome others of his Felow- Officers, breath- 
ing out Vengeance and’ Defiruétien. againtt the- 
Chrifians ; there wason a fudden a moft: 
glorious Light thot full upon him, and the 
ref that- were with him, fo thacthey fell co 


the. Ground in great amazement, and at the: 


fame time. a Meyce from Heaven was direCted 
tohim faying, Sexl, Saul, . why perfecuteft 
thou me? to which, as amazed ‘as he was, 
anfwered, rng ,» who oooh | me Shiai 
lying, that it was Fejus » e perfeenta: 
a, is that it was hard for him: to-kick: 
againft the Pricks. He again defired further 
InftruGtions, . LORD, faid he, what. wilt thou 
have me'to de?.-upon which he-was bid to 
rife, and go to: Demafeus:, and there expect 
what fhould be further revealed to him ; rife- 
ing from the Ground he found his fight gon ;- 
in this plight being led to Damajfeus, he was 
there 3 days Fefting, and. probably then he 
faw that Celeftial Vifen mentioned by him, 
wherein he heard and faw things paft utte- 
rance, and had thofe Divine Revelations, 
which gave him occafion to fay, That the 
Gofpel he preached , he: was not taught by 
man, but. had. it revealed to him by Fefus 
Chrift.; The 3 days being expir'd, nanias, : 
a devout.Man, and one of the.70 Difciples, 
came to him, according to the command he 
had received from our LORD, who appeared 
tohim, to go, and enquire for one Saul of 
Tarfus; and having laid his ands on him, 
told him his Meflage , upon which his Sight | 
was reftored to him, and the gift of the Hely 
Ghoft -conter'd on him; prefently after he 
was Baptized, and made a Member of the 
Chareb,.to the great Joy of the reft of the. 
Difeiples, that he thould become not only a 
Profeffor, but a Preacher of that Faith, which 
he fo lately was a bitter Perfecutor of. His 
flay at this time at Damafcus wasnot long, 
for being warned away bya Vifen from Hee- 
ven, he took a Journey into Aredia, where 
he Preach’d the Gofpel for 3 years, and then 


~ geturn’d to Damascus , where the unconvert- 


ed Jewseagerly fought his Ruin, endeavour- 
ing to feize him, buthe efcaped thré the help- 
the Difciples, and the reft of his Friends, 
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who were zealous forhisfafety; wt 
‘Thus far we have made an‘ entrance into: : 
the Life aiid as of this great <dpofle, with: 
which there is fcarce any thing equally me-* 
morable in Hiffory; nor could thefurther pro- : 
fecution thereof have been omitted, bue that - 
all the Travels of this Apofle in the purfu-. 
ance of his Minifry ; from the time of his 
Converfion, to the laft of his being at Rome, ° 
with the moft principal Zranfattions, and the 
feveral Accidents that hapned to him therein, « 
arealready related in the expofition of ths 
Map of the Voyages of the Apoffles, and more - 
particularly thofe of S. Paul; to which for.. 
avoyding needlefs Repetitions, the fequel of: 
his Life may not unfitly be referr'd. We 
fhall therefore make fome Inquiry into the’ 
time and occafion of the feveral Epiftles wrote 
to the feveral Churches; as alfo into the time 
and manner of his Death, and fo proceed to 
the Lives of thereft of the Apoftles. 
When he went from Athens. to Corinth, 


" "tis faid he wrote his firft Epiftle to the Theffa- 


lonians, which he fent by Silas and Timerhy, 
who returned during his flay ; arid before his 
departure he wrote his 2d Epifele tothem, to 
excufe his not coming to them as he promifed 
in hisfieft. Not Jong after at Ephefus,- he 
is faid to write his Epiftle to the Galatians ; 
and before he left Ephefus, he wrote his firft 
Epiftleto the Gerinthians. Moreover he fent - 
from thence by Apolles and Silas to Titus, 
whom he left in that /Zend to propagate the 
Faith, and had made him Bifbop thereof ; isi” 
which he Bives him advice for the better ex- : 
ecution.of his Epifcopal Office. At Macedonia, 
whither he went from Epéefus, having by 7 
tus seceived an account of the Church of Co. 
rinth's prefent ftate of Affairs, he fent by him 
athis return, when he was accompanied by 


.§. Luke, his 2d Epiftle to the Corinthians ;: 


and about the fame time; he wrote hisfirft 
Epiftle to Timothy, whom be had left at Ephe- 
fus. From Corinth he went for Macedon, : 


’ ‘whither he fent his Zpiftle to the Romans, by- 


Phebe a Deaconefs of the Church of Cen= 
chrea, not far from Corinth. Going thence to: 
Rome, he. fent -his Epiftle tothe Philippians 
by Epaphroditus, who had been fent from them ' 
with Relief, not knowing. to what ftreights - . 
hemight be reduc’d by his Imprifonment ac: 
Rome. 1n the next place he fends by 7ychi- 
cus, his Epiftle to the Ephefians. Not long 
after (if not about the fame time,) he wrote - 
his ari to the Colofians , and fent ie by: 
“Re Epa- 
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Epaphras his Felow-Prifoser, for fome tine. 
at Rome. As for hisad Epifile to Tiswothy, 


thereis fome difpute about the time of his: 


writing it scaly it feems probable by authén- 
tick Authors, that it was writ after the Phi. 
lippions and Epbefians.. As for the Epuftle 
to the Hebrews, it is not known,when , or 
from whence written, and rather conje@ured, 
than certainly known to have been S. Pauls. 


Tertullian judgeth it to be written by Berua-: 


$es; but the moft received Opinion is, that 


ir was S. Pauls, but written by him infe-- 


brew, and fofent tothe Jews, and for the 


better Publifhing itto the Gentiles, tranflat. . 


ed into Greek, fome fay by S. Luke, but 
others probably by S. Clement; for the ftyle of 


whofe Epifletothe Corinthians is obferved Se 
by Eufebius and S. Ferom to come very near 
the ftyle of this Epiftle, andco contain a purer. 


vein of Greek, than is found in the reft of 'S. 
Paul’s Epiftles. a ; 
Our Apofle baving been now 2 yearsa 


Prifoner at Rome, is at length fet free, and‘ 


foon after departs to vific other parts of the 
World, for the further divulging the Gofel ; 
but into what particular parts, is varionfly 
conjetur’d; fome think into Greece , and 
fome parts of 4fs, where he had not yet 
been ; others will have it, thac he went 
Preaching, a¢ well into the Eafern, as W%- 
_ Sern parts of the World; for inhis Epifle ta 

the Corinthians tis faid, That Pex! being a 
Preacher both Eaftward and Weflward, taught 
righteoufns{s to the whole World, and went 
ta the utmofi Boands of the Weft. That he- 


wenk into Speix, may begathered both fom. 


his own Mords , as intimating foto do, and 
_alfo from the Teftimony of other Authors, 
as Theedoret, who writes, That he not only 
went, into, Spain to Preach, but brought che 
Gofpel into the I/les of the Sea, and_parti- 
cularly into our JZend of Britain; and more. 
particularly in another place, he reckons up 
the Gewls and the Britains amongft thole 
People, to whom the -7poftles , and efpecially 
the Tint. maker, as he calls him, baddivuiged. 
the Ghrifian Feith. 

__Rarther mention of S, Paul we find- none. 
til. his next and laft coming to Rowe, which 
is fad to ke about the 8th and oth years of 
Neve's Reign ; and he came in the ficteft time 
ta fuffer Martyrdom, he could. have chofen; 
for, whereas at. other times, his priviledge of . 
being a Roman, Citizen, gained him. thofé 
Civiligies, which common Morality could not 
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deny him’; te had to de wicha Perlon 
with whom the crime.of pave coe 
weighed ‘down all stpélegtes, chat sconld:-be 
alledged ; 2 Perfon-whom Lewarefs and Dew 
bauchery, had made: 7 times more.a Pagan, 
than any cuftom, or ‘Edvtation could have 
done. What his accufation - was,. can’t be 
certainly determin’d, : whether it were his be. 
ing an Affociate with. S. Peter, in. the fall of 
Simon Magus, or his converfion Of Poppe, 
Sebins, one of the: Emperours -Concubin; 
by which he was curb’d in the Career of his 
infatiate Appetite : Neither can it be refole 
ved, boi Jong he remain’d in-Prifon; what 
the certain time of his/xfering was, and whe. 
ther (according tothe caftom:) he was firft 
Scourged : Only Baronious {peaks-of 3. Pillars 
in the Church of S. Mary beyond the Bridge in 
Rome, to.which both “he, and S..Peter were 
bound, when'they wereScourged. 

Fis affirm’d, that-S. Pasland S.. Pete, 
Suffered upon the’ fame: day, «cho: different: 


kinds of Death: Others : will: have it, thar 


they Suffered on the fame day of the year, 
but at a years diftance ; and Ges afr 


that S, Poxd Suffered feveral years afterS, 


Peter: But ali agreé that Pand as a Romen, 
had thefavour tobe Bebeaded, and not Cru« 
cified: His Exeoution, was at. the: dea 
Salvia, 3 tiles from Rome; and he is faid to. 
have converted the 3 Souldiers,. that guarde 
ed him thither, - who:‘alfo Suffered -for the- 
Faith. Some of the Fathers add, That‘upon. 
his Beheading-there flow’d front his Veins. 
a Liquor more like Milk than Biodd,. the: 
fight whescof (faith S. Gryfoftom) converted. 
the Execution, . = ce 
_ He was. Bsried about 2-miles from Rome;. 
inthe way called Fa Oftienfis, where Luciva: 
a noble Roman Matron (riot long after)- 
fetled a Ferm, for the maintenance ‘of the: 
Church. Here.he Jay but indifferently, (as- 
we may well fuppofe,) intombed for feveral- 
«iges ; that. is, eill the Reign.‘of: Conftantine 
the great, who in the year of our Lord.338, 
at the requeft. of Sylvefrer, then Bifhap of 


Rome, built a, very fumptaous: Church; fup* 


ported with too flately Pilers; and’ Beauti- 
hed with mofk rare and exquifite Workman. 
thip; and after all, richly gifted and Endowed ,: 
by the Aeperonr himfelf: Yer, was all this 
thought too mean an Honour, forfo great 
an Apofile, by the Ensperour. Valentini. ’, 
who :fene an Order to his Prafect Sulufti- 
wu, CO take that Church down, and'to ret 

in. 


- pofe one Body or Syfem of Chriftian 





- -ThaContents of the Epittle fo rhe Romans’ 


in. itg,-roam, one more lange arid fetélier; put 
w . 
the 


hich, at, the inffamce of 
wit od. Endowed. by th 


Leo was richly 
je Eeuprels' Phacé 
dix, and doubtlefs -hath. received: great addi- 
tions-ever fince, from-age to. age.. 
Thus was. brought up, became:converted, 
and a. Preacher of the Gofpel, and thus was 


~ Fhe Contents of the Epiffle 


-§ under the Old Teftament, the Holy 
LA. Ghoft nove the Prophets, to fer down 
their Revelations and Prediions in writing,: 
to the end, that for time tocome they might 
ferve for inftrufion to the Church of GOD ; 
fo likewile he hath obferved the fame method 
under the New , infpicing fome of the. 
Apofiles, corecord the fame Defrin in wri- 


‘ting, which they had Preached ; and making: 


choice to this end, of the forar of familiac. 
Epifiles, as being very fuitable to ‘the fimpli- 
city of Primitive Ghriftions, and very prd- 
per for joyning the.. Dréirin OF Sabuation, 
with the feveral: practices and dutics necef- 
fary througtiout the whole courfe of 4 
Chriftian Life. And tho’ thefe Epiftles were 
written upon fundry octafions, at divers times, 
and to feveral communities, or patticular 
Perfons ; yet_we fhall find them all a om 
ins 
S. Jobn the aft of all the Apeffles, havin 
colle€ted: or compziz’d them. together, with 
the other Books of the. New Zeffament, (as 
Efdras had before | peg together, thofe of 
e Old) andadded to them, the Seal of the 
Apofolical Authority, vo make them unquef- 
tionable and inviolable. S. Pax therefore; 
who in Preaching had labour'd more than al¥ 
the reft, was ina more particular manner 
made.choice of,. to leave. mote in writings 
than any of them, concerning. the yferies 
of our Salvation, in’ no-Jefs than XIV tind 
Epiftles; whereof the. firit is, ‘that whichis 
snfcrib’d to the Remaws,, tho’ not in order 
of time, (for his Epifles to. the Theffalonians; 
to the Corinthians and Galatians, andthe 
firft to Timothy, as well as that.to- Titus, were 
writ before it, as the.nrolt-exa& Chroneloger's 
have obferved) but by. way of excellence arrd: 
dignity, not only for the. celebrity ofithe 
Chuveb of: Rome, whole Feith: at thattime. 
was {poke off and. renowned th out the 
Werld, Rew..8. butalfo for tlie: ey 
of the matter, therein declared-and contained. 
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to: Death and Baried , this Apafite 
‘ofthe Gintiles, fuperior in Learning, and 


natural. parts, and not infetiour in Zesi, to 
any of the reft ofthe sfpoffler. We thall 
proceed’ according to our method, to tiie 
Contents of the feveral Epi/tles wrote by S. 
Paul, and fic with that to the Roman. , 


of S. Paul to the Romans. 


This Epiftle was not. writ by the hand of Zerti- 
w., but dictated. by the Apoftle S. Pant; and 
fubfcrib’d with. his own hand, in the Gitex of 
Corinth, when: he was upon the point of part- 
ing. thence for Jera/alem, with the colleétions 
of the. Churches of Macedénia and Achsia, for 
the Brethren at. Feyufalem, and fene by Phebe 
a Deaconefs. of the Church of Cenchrea, neat 
the City of Corinth, Rors-15. 25,26. 16. 
I, 2, 22. This Epil was not writ in Latin, 
asfome without, fufficient ground have fap- 
pofed, butinGreek, as all:the reft ; forafmuch 
as that Language, was ther: moft univerfally 
underftood, and almoft as familiar at Rome, 
as Letinit felf.. The. Romans to whom this 
Epiftle is addreft, where thofe Believers, of 
whom the new born Church at Rome, was 
then compofed, having been planted there 
by -the Dofrin of the Gofpel which had 
miade fome Progrefs in that City, before ever 
the dpofile arrived there ; The Apoftle’s aim 
in this. Epifile was, toeftablith and confirm 
theni in the Dagrin of the Hély Gopel, againft 
thofe Errors, Sehifms and! Scandals , which 
even at that time, began to befomented 
among{t Chriftions. Moreover, it alfo con- 
tains a brief, but folid and:found inftruétion, 
concerning the chief ticle of the Chriftian 
Religion; and of all the faving benefits, and 
tranitendent priviledges, we receive from 
GOD, in and by ‘Jefas Chrife: So that we 
may well call this Epiftle, The oceans of the 
Chriftian Deffrin, and the Golden Key of the 
Holy. Scriptures, opening to us the underftand- 
ing and: meaning of them: And more efpées 
cially, it leads‘usto a thorough underftand- 
ing.of the accomplifhment of Promifer; made 
to the people af Ifrael by Mofes and the 
Prophets; concerning the common Salvation 
ofthe Jews and Gentiles. We may diffin- 
guith: this Epiftle, as likewife' moft of thofe 
that'follow, into 7 principal parts: The firft 
whereofis his- Preface, ending'at the 14 verfe 
adn e ‘Chap: THe od, contains an‘ample 

r2 in- 
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inftru&tion or declaration concerning the 
Dofrin of Salvation, and reacheth to the 
asth ver. of Chap. 15. And the 3d, is the 
conclufion of the Epifile, from thence to the 
end. As to the Deffrinal part of it, which 
conftitutes the Body of this Epifle, thefame 
is compofed of many parts. In.the firft place, 
it: treats concerning the Ju/fification of Man 
before GOD, not by any ofhis works, but by 
the Faith which is in fefas Chrift ; from the 
16 ver. of the 1/# Chap. to the end-of the sth: 
Secondly, Of Sanfification, or the renewal of 
mans mind, by the new Birth in Fefus Chrif, 
from the beginning of the 6th Chap. to the 
beginning of the 7¢4; where he handleth of. 
the: Spiritual Fight, wherein the Regenerate. 
are engaged, by reafon of the contrary mo- 
tions of the Flefb. and. Spirst in them; asin. 
the 8+ Chap. he fets forth the MiGory, they 
obtain, by the Spirit againft the Aefb; and 
the greatcomfort and affurance of Salvation, 
which. accrues to. them from this conqueft, 
even. in. the midft of their fore Perfecutions 
and AffliGions. In the 3d place, he treats 
concerning the Eternal Eleiien of GOD, as 
being the Original and Spring of all thefe 


The Contents of rhe Firft Epilile to the Corinthians, 


excellent denefits; in the oth-Chap. oe 
according to. the determinate pirpofe of his 
will of the Jews, as: well-as oe Cae 
tothe end of the 72h Ghep. And upon this 
occafion, he makes mention alfo of Rejeffion. 
or Reprobation, Inthe following, 12,13, 14 
G15 Chapters, he fets down the Duties of 
Love and Gratitude, wherein we fland ob. 
liged to the Lord, in acknowledgment of 
thefe his unutterahle “Graces and Bene oe 


as well with refpe&-tothe obedience, which. 


is dueto his commandments in. general. ; 
the 52 and 13 Chapters, siaibe EERE 
ly, with refpect to the right ufe of things in. 
different, and Condefcention-to thole who are 
weak, and are not yet come to the knowledge 
of their Liberty inChrift; inthe 14th Chap.and: 
to the 13 firft verfes. of the 1584. After which 
follows the conclufion of the whole Epifs, 
containing a Chrifian excufe of the liberty he 
had ufed in: writing. to; and exhorting of 
them, with. aflurance of his coming to them: 
re diverfe Pe of particular Perfans : 
utting up all with a Zhank(giving, and 
Prayer to GOD. for them. een ee 


The. Contents of the fir/t Epittle of S. Paul the Apoftle, ro: 
| theCorinthians, = 


ACs that. the 4poft/e had continued at 


Corinth, the head City of Achaia, 


about. a year and an half, and had gathered 
there a numerous Church, A&s 19. 9,10, 11. 
he departed thence, with. intent to Preach 
the Gofpel of Fefus Chri inthe other Cities 
of Afa : And fome confiderable {pace of time 
after this, being then at Ephefus, as may be 
feen, 1 Gor. 16.8. he was jnformed-by fome 
of; the Family of Chics, 2 Cor.1. a1. chat 
fome dangerous contentions , tending to 
Schifm, were Budding amongft- them ; he 
received at the fame time, alfo a Letter 
from the Corinthians, 1 Car.7.1. in which 
they defired his advice, about fome Diffcul- 
ties, sifen’ amongft them; ¢o all which he 
regurns his anfwer in this Epifle, as follows, 
In theficlt. place, after a fhort Preface in the 
9.firt Verfes, he cenfures and reproves them, 
inthe remaining part of the firft Chep. and 
the 3 following, for.the Diffénfion and Divi« 
ea in amongft them, chiefly occafioned . 


the. Pride, and Worldly Wildem.of {ome 


of their Zeachers; who by their affeQatia 

of human. Eloquence and Philofophy, dake. 
rated the fimplicicy of the Go/pel, and defpi- 
fed it in. the pole. Nexe he blames thenr 
in. the 5 Chep. for tolerating an infi- 
mousincefuous Perfon in their Church ; and: 
informs, how they ought to exercife the Ec. 
clefiaRical Difciplin, and cenfiire again{t him; 
and others, guilty of the like Scandalous Enor- 
mities: He exhorts them in the 6th Chap: 
not to bring. the differences: thar happened 


amongft them, about outward matters, before 


the ee Magifirate; but amicably to 
terminate the fame amongft themfelves ; and 
tharply cenfures them, for the S:nof Forni 
cation, {till continuing to be pra@tis'd amongit. 
them.: In the. 7th Chap. he begins to an- 
{wer the Points, about which they had de- 
fired his advice, and: firft treats of Merri- 
age, and‘ the-mutual Daties. of Married Per- 
fons, as alfo of Virgins and Widows ; and 
afterwards in the 82h Chap. he difcourfeth. 
of, shings offered: to Idols, how far oat. 
awful : 


eliual Cal, 





The Contents of the Second Epiftle ro the Corinthians. 


hhwfal to eatof them, and in what cafes it 
was neceflary to abftain from their ufe. The 
th Chap. treats of the maintenance due 
tothe Minifters of the Church; and in the 
roth, the Apoftle returns again to exhort 


‘ them, to avoid Jdolatry, and to abftain from 


things Offered to Idels. In the 11th Chap. 
he reproves fome abufes crept in amongft 
them, with refpe& to their behaviour, in 
their Holy Affemblies, and the exercife of 
Divine Duties; as alfo in their Celebrating 
of the Lords Sapper, and recals them to 
the firft Infticution of it. In the Chapters 12, 


139 14. he treats of Spiritual Gifts, and - 
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the due and becoming ufe, and exercife of 
them, and more efpecially of the Gift of 
Prophecy and of Tongues. Inthe 15th Chap. 
he difcourfeth at Jarge, concerning the Re- 
Jurrettion of the Dead, clearly illuftrating, 
and convincingly proving the fame, witha 

reprefentation of the manner ofit; and after 
having put them in mind, at the beginning 

of the 64 Chap. of the liberal Contribu- 
tion the Greek Churches had made for relief 
of the poor believers of Judea ; he concludes. 
his Epifle, with fome Exhortations and Salus 
tations. . , 


The Contents of the fecond Epifile of S. Paul rhe Apoftle, to 
the Corinthians. 


his Dorin and Apoftlefiip , againft the 
Accufations and Calumnies of tome falfe 
Apofiles; and after _a thort Jntrodulien, con- 
tained in the 7 firlt verfes, of the 1 Chap. 
he declaresto them, to the end of the Chap- 
ter, the reafon why hewas notcome to them, 
according to the Promife hehad made them, 
inthe foregoing Epifle; and that thisdelay 
of his, did not proceed from lightnefs or 
inconftancy, but by _reafon of the grievous 
Perfecutions he: had fuflered' in fa ; asalfo; 
becaufe he was defirous to give them time 
to Repent of, and mend thofe faults where- 
of he had reproved them; to the end he 


B this Epiptle, the Apofle chiefly defends 


. might appear with greater chearfulnefs, and 


comfort amongft them. In the 2d Chap. 
he gives an account, why hehad writ with 
fo much Vehemence and: Severity, concern- 
ing the dnceffuous Perfox ; and'exhorts them 
to admit and receive him again <o their 
Communion, upon confideration of his Re- 
pentance and Godly Sorrow. In the 3d Chap. 
he fets forth the difference there is, between 
the falfe <dpoftles, wholly infifting upon and 

refling the Lew, which: he terms the kill- 
ing Letter, and’ his Evangelical Dofirin, 


_which is the Minifiry of the Spirit, whole 


efet is to quicken and give Life. He de- 
clares to them in-the 4th Chap. that they 
themfelves, had experienced this difference 
amongft them, and that his Go/pel had not 
been Eid, except to thofe-who perifh ; and by 
his own example proves, how effe&tually the 
Spirit.of Jefus Chrift, did exert. and thew 


himfelf, in and by the word of the Crofs,. 
for the forming and framing of men to Pati-- 
ence and conftancy, under the greateft and: 
moft difficult Trials and Sufferings. In the 
sth Chap, he teacheth -how by the fame Do- 
Erin and Spirit of Jefus Chrift, we become 
difpofed voluntarily to quit this earthly Zaber- 
nacle, and to afpire to the hopes of a bet. 
ter Life; and declares that the foundation 
of this our expe@tation, is the Deffrin of our 
Reconciliation; by the Death of Jefas' Chrift,. 
whole <mbafadors the Apoftles were, fent 
abroad to Preach this Reconciliation to the 
World; from which bleffed Doéfrin. in the 
6th Chapter, he draws many pregnant and 
earneftExhortations to a faithful improvement 


‘of the grace of GOD, as likewife to Pati-. 


ence and Godlinefs, reprefenting his own 
perfon to them, for an example of thefeex- 
cellent graces ; and warneth. them to avoid: 
all Communion .with Unbelievers and Jdole.- 
ters, upon the confideration of their being 
the Temple ofthe Living God, and theglorious . 
promifes made to them in Jefus Chrif from. 
which glorious promifes,. he cakes occafion 
inthe 7#4 Chap. to exhort them to thé 
perfecting of Purity and Holinefs, in the fear 
ot GOD; and declares the great facisfaGtion . 
he had received, by underftanding how well: 
they had taken his former Reprioft, and. 
‘given Evidence of their ferious and hearty 
Repentance, for their paft Sins, In the 8th: 
and 9th Chapters, he. difcourfts of Miniftring - 
to the relief of the Saints, and Alms-giv- 
ing, how. the fame ought to be raifed aid: 
employ’d: 
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nploy’d:; and exhorteth them to a bounti- 
fit iberality, from the greac recompence and 
Fenit. of that, Virtwe, fo acceptable to God, 
and profitable to themfelves. In the icth 
Chap, he makes mention of the Spiritual 
Rower, and Authority committed to him, 
not for deflrufion, bur for Edification; to 
which he annexeth his boafting, of what he 
was through grace in Chrift, being forced to 
it by the Calumnies. of the falle Apofeles ; 
fhewing that, they conld_boaft of nothing, 
bue what he could boaft of with much more 
ground than they, and that in many things 
he far excell’d themall ; to the end of the 
11th Chap. Inthe 12th Chap. he makes men- 
tion of fome particular Revelations, vouch- 
fafed to him by Jefws Ghrife; being wrapt up 
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inta the third Heaven; and acknowledgeth t 

to the end he might not be. puffed epithroogh 
the abundance of thee. Revelations, there 
was given him a Thorn in the Flefh, an Angel 
of Satan to buffct him: Moreover, he de. 
clares how he had converfed, and behaved 
himfelf amongft them, as a faithful Apvftle 
of Felts Chriff without feeking his own in- 
tereft in any thing. And laftly, in the 13th 
Chap. he threatens feverity, and the exercife 
of his Apoftolical Power , againit obftinate 
Sinners, except they Repent. ; concludin his 
Epift. in the 3 lak verfes, by withing then 
all manner of Profperity, prefenting them 
with his ordinary Apoftolical Salutation, and 
by exprefling his ardent Prayers to GOD for 

em. es ‘ 


The Contents of the Epiftle of S. Paul the Apofile, ro 
the Galatians. 


4, Or as. much as the Churches of Galatia, 
A, which S. Pau! had planted, by the 
-Préaching. of the Gofpel, Adfs 16. 6, Orc. B 
18.23, Gc, had. dufféred themfelves to be 
‘drawn. afide, from the purity of his Dorin, 
by meansof certain falfe. 4pofsles, who taught 
them ta keep.the- Ceremonial Law, and more 
-Resticularly, preft upon them the neceffity of 
Circumeifion;, and that men were not jufti- 
‘fied by Feith only, but alfo by the works 
‘Of the: Lew; the Apoftles and Brethren that 
were with him, judged it neceflary to re. 
prove and better inform them by this Zpi/t/e, 
in order tofortifie them againft’ thefe Errors, 
‘by fetting Gefpel-Zruth ina clear light be- 
fore them. To this purpofe, after the Jn- 
Scription, comprifed in the 5 firlt verfes of 
the 1f* Chap. he proves. to them, by divers 
arguments, that they ought not to fuffer 
tthemfelves.to he drawn afide from the Do- 
rin he had Preached, feeing there was no 
other Gofpel: to Salvation, but what he had 
‘delivered to them, affuring them that he had 
not received. the fame of man, but from 
Heaven, even, from Jefus Chrift himfelf, 
which he demonftrates to them, by the rela- 
tion of his. former Comverfation amongtt the 
Jems, and his mitaculous Converfon, and 
calling, to: the dpoftlefbip ; that accordingly 
he did not,go up to Jerufalem,to make him- 
felf known to, and, confer with the Apoftles 
‘there, but. wentimmediately into radia, to 


to him by. Jefus Chrift himfelf; that after. 
wards the moft famous amongft the Apoftler, 
gave to him the right hand. of Fellowfhip, asa 


difcharge ie cb Fiosttion, committed 


fign of their union, and agreement in Dofrin - 


and Fundien: How he reproved even S. Peter 
himfelf, becaufe he'was hot bold enough, in 
afferting and. maintaining the Chriftian 
Liberty, for fear of difpleafing fome Jews, 
Chap. 1, anda, to the a5 verfe. And then 
in Oppofition to the Defrin of thefeSeducers, 
he proves by many ftrong reafons, and evi. 
dent examples, drawn from Holy Scripture, 
thac man 1s juftified. before GOD, only by 
Faith in Fefus Chrefe ; and not by the works 
of the Law, whether, Moral, fummarily con- 
tained in the 10 Commandments, of Gert« 
menial, confifting of Ceremenies and out- 
ward obfervations, which are all abrogated 
under the New Teftament ; with a refutation 
of the Principal ebjediens , of thefe falfe 
Apiftles, fom the 15% ver, of the 2d Ghap. 
to the ‘end of the 44. To which ine adds.a 
ferious Exhortatsox to the Galatians, to ftand 
in the liberty, wherewith Chrife had made 
them free; with a caution not to abufeie, 
to carnal Licentioufnefs, but.by the Spirit, 
to oppofe the Lufts and Werks of the Flepb ; 
which he enumerates, and afterwards repre- 
fents. to them the Suits of the Spirit; in 
which he-exhorts - them.to. walk and Live, 
Chap. seh, And more particulasly, he. = 

| them 


chem to vs Of Charity, and Beacficenct, 
us well towards Pr Beliedtrs, us towards 
the Minifers of the Word’; md then cort- 
cludes with a ferious warning of thei, to 
qake heed of falfe fofles, seprefenting to 


The Contents of the Epillle 20 the Ephefians. 
‘them their sfvarice and Hypecrify, and. pro- 
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tefting hisown finceriry ; fhutcing upall with. 
a hearty Commendation of therfv, tO the grace 
of our Lord Jefus Chri. 


The Contents of the Epiftle of S. Paul rhe Apoftle +0 
the Ephefiaits. 


| THe fone S. Pad, having at ft 


Preached at Ephefus, a famous City, 
and the Afetrupelis of the Ieffer fia, as he 
patt by thac way, on his Jourmy towards Je- 
ajalemt, Atts 18. wg. did foihe timé after 
return thither, and ftayed there tht {pace of 
4 years 5° Preaching and Propagating the Gof- 
pel, as well in. thidt Gry, asin the adjacent 
places, a8 appears froth Atfs 19. 1. anid 20.31. 
Infomuch that he gathered there a great and 
flourifhing Céurch, from Wheiice (when he 
was at Maitha,on his way towards Fernfalem,) 
he fent for the Peffor} and Elders of that 
Church, to warn them to take heéd of thofe 
falfe Teachers ; which after his deceafe, would 
‘creep in amongft them, and draw Difciples 
after them, 44s 20, 29,0%. Wherefore fome- 
time after, béing Prifoner at Rome, Ephef-3. 1. 
@ 6.20. he judg’d it needfull to fortifie 
and confitm the Ephefians by this Letter, in 
the truth they had received ; more efpecially 
againft thofe, who limiring the Grace of 
GOD, did not fet it forth in its full Lufter and 
Glory, Wherefore after his poffolical Salu- 
tation, contained in the 2 firft verfes of the 
1ft Chap. he declares in a moft exquifit and 


fublime difcourfe, the faving Benefits, Privi-: 


edges and Immunities ~ Believers receive 
here in time, according tothe Eternal Coun- 
fel, and Purpéfe* of GOD in Fefus Chrift, to 
the 15 ver. of the fame Chap. Which de- 
claration he continues, and concludes with 
an earneft Prayer to GOD., that it would 


- pleafé him, to ftrengthen and confirm them 


more and more, in the knowledge of this 
tranfeendent Grace, and efficacious virtue of 
Fefus Chrift, who being taken up into Glory. 
fits at the Right Hand of thé Father; and 
is conftituted the Head over all things. In 
the 2d Chap. he reprefents to them the fad, 
‘miferable and Joft condition, wherein they 
Were formerly , when Gentiles, béing ftran- 
gers from the Covenant of Promife, witvout 
any hope of Salvation, aad without GOD.in 


the World; and declares, that they were des. 
livered from this deplorable ftate, by the 
Death of Jefue Ghrift; and thavitis by the. 
alone Faithin him, who hath broken dowa 
the middle wall of Parriries, that they have 
been received into the Cévenant of Grace. 
Inthe 3d Chap. He fers forth the excellency 
of this great Myftery of the Gentiles, being. 
called and admitted to the Communion of Fefne - 
Chrift, without being oblig’d to keep the 
Ceremonial Law; declaring that this great 
Myftery, which had been hid and conceal’d 
from all former ages, was now fo evidently 
revealed, and manifefted by the Preaching 
of the Prophets and 4pofles, that the Angéls - 
of Heaven wondered at it ; and towards the 
end of the Cap. he again begs of GOD;- 
that he would be pleaféd to fortifie them, by 
the power of his Spirit in the inward man, 
to theend, they might more and mote be 
made fenfible of the efficacious Grace and 
Love of Jefus Chrift, dwelling in their Hearts 
by Faith. In the 4#h, and following’ Chapters, 
he lays down feveral exhortations, to a fuit- 
able Chriftian converfation , inviting them 
above all things, to unity and _perfeverance 
in the Doffrin of the Gojpel ; for the prefer. 
vation of which from all Errors and Cor- 
ruption, Jefus Chrif?, now afcended up into 
Heaven, hath ordained and eftablifhed feveral |. 
orders and offices in his Church, to the 1728 - 
werfe of the ¢th Chap. Afterwards he exhorts 
them, to put off the Old man with its deceit. 
ful Lufts, and to put on the New man, with - 
al] its Graces and Virtues. From thence 
to the 22d ver, of the 5th Chap. From whence 
he proceeds, to the ae eat duties of © 
Man and Wife in the conjugal ftate, illuftra- 
ting and inforcing, them, from the Myfical- 
Marriage of Chiff and his Church, as being 
the true and original pier Of Matrimony 5. 
and this to the end of the st’ Chsp. Next” 
he handles the mutual duties of Parents and - 
Children, aS.allo of Meffers and..Servants, . 


to. 
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to the roth werfe of the 6. Chap. Laftly, 
advifeth them to be provided withthe whole 
armor of GOD, that, they may be able to 

nd, and prevail in the combat againft their 


with all boldnefshe might preach th 

for which he was then in bone: mee 
which Zychiews the Conveyer. of this Zpifie 
would more amply inform them ; and then 


Spiritual Enemies ; and to pray continually, fhuts up.all in the 2 laft verses, with with. 
not on ly for themfelves, but alfo for all Be- ing them Peace, Faith and Charity, and 
lievers, and more efpecially for him, that commending them to the Grace of GOD, 


The Contents of the Epifile of S. Paul the Apoftle, to 
the Philippians. 


THE 4poftle S. Paul, having been divine- 

EL ly advertifed by a Vifion of 2 man ap- 
pearing to him, in the Macedonian habit, CO 

- pafs over into Macedonia, and Preach the 
Gofpel there ; began firft to teach in the City 
-of Philippi, where he. gathered a famous 
Church, Als 16. 12. And in compliance with 

' ehe tender bowels and care he had for all 
the Churches, but efpecially for thofe planted 
by his own Minifiry, he wrote this Letterto 
them from his Prifos in Rome, and fent it by 


Epaphroditus, to ftrengthen and confirm them » 


in the Feita of the Gofpel, Philip. 2.25. In 
which Epifile, after his. wonted Salutation, 
he commends the Philippians for their perfe- 
verance in the Faith , notwithftanding his 
Bonds and Sufferings, which he relates to 
them, together with the good fruits his Suf- 
ferings produced ; and declares, that though 
with sefpe& to himfelf, it were much more 
eligible for himto die and be with.Chrif : 
Yer, thar for their advantage and benefit, he 
was willing to continue in the Body, for their 
furtherance and encreafe in Faith, Chap. 1. 
He exhorteth them to the practice and exer- 


cife of all Chriftian virtues and graces, and 


above all to Patience, Perfeverance, Unity 


and Humility; f{etting before them, the 
Divine Pattern and example of Jefus Chrift 
who being in the form of GOD, took upos 
him the appearance of a Servast, and hum. 
bled himfelf even to Desth upon the Crof;; 
to which he fubjoyns a particular recommen: 
dation of Zimorhy and Epaphresicus, Ghap. 2 

Afcerwards, he forearmerh them againtt the 
wiles and fedu€tion of falfe <4pofles, who cone 
founded theLaw and the Gofpel together; teach- 


ing that Sslvatien isto be attained, joyntly - 


by the works of the Law, and by the Fai, 
Fefus Chrift ; to which he oppofeth his pa 
example, who gloried in nothing, fave only in 
the knowledge of Cérif, and advifeth them 
to imitate him herein. Chap. 3. After fome 
particular admonitions to Leve and Unity; 
and exhortations to a Chriftian and godly 
Converfatio, he acknowledgeth their libe. 
rality towards him, and reprefents to them 
how very acceptable fuch facrifices of Love 
and Gharity were to GOD, concluding the 
Epiftle with wonted greetings, 


Coloffians. 


The Contents of the Epiftle of S. Paul the Apoftle, tothe 


T. HE Colofians having embrac’d the 
' Gofpel of Chrift, by the Minifiry of 
fome faithful Teachers, and particularly of 
Epaphras, there were found fome amongft 
them, aswell asthe neighbouring Churches, 
of Lacdices and Hierapolis, Chap. 4.13. who 
endeavour’d to mingle. with the fimplicity of 
the Evangelical Dodrin, the Philofopky of 
the Greeks, and fome ceremonial obterva- 
tions of the Mofaical Law; whereupon the 
Apofile S. Paul, then a Prifoncr at Rome, be- 


ing informed hereof by Epsphres, (asapp 
from 1.8 and Chae ri) tons i 3 
write this Epiftle, and fentit to them by the 
hands of Tychicws and Onefimus, that they 
might be fully informed of all his affairs, 
and more efpecially to ftrengthen them in the 
truth againft all the wiles and errors of Sedu- 
cers. Accordingly the poftle in this Epifile, 
after the Prefatory part of it, which reacheth 
to the 12 werfe of the 1 Chap. briefly 
fets’down, in avery high and lofty ftile, 
. the 


lowed by the fame Jews, he left Timothy and 


at iarge, 4s 17.. 
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‘ye chiet'Hleads of the Evangelical Delrin, And in the firlt pliceg be preffech them (in 


and more particularly treats concerning the conformnicy, with Bg Earlier Bib 


excellence of the Perfex and their affe 

ran gel "Chrift, and the cba Benge to mortifie. the corrupt members of a ~ 
fits and Priviledges procured for us, by his Men, and to put on the cg (rel . : 
Death and Suffering ; and demonftrates that to the Glory of the Divine liken cai a 
all the fulnets of the Deity dwels, and is its Fireaes and Graces, from the | cginning 
to be looke for in him alone, to the 2gd verfe, of the 34 Chapter to the 17 nat 5 an : 
and from thence to the end of the Chapter. from thence paffech to the pagticu ; oe 
He exhorts them to perfevere without waver- Husbands and Wives, Parents a Cc rah 
ing in the truth of this Deffrin, for which he Maffers and Servants, to me bail Ze 1¢ 
fuftered with Joy, as being made partaker qth Chap. At the 2d ones 4F : hap. 
therein of the tufferings of Fefus Chrift, by he exhorts then to wanes in aoe 
whom he had been called t the voile. and particularly for ea to bet _ 
frip, to pudlith and Preach this great Myftery themfelves with all C-reum{pz on —e 
of Ghriff in the hope of Ghry In tue 2 ae mei 3 that es oe a 

he forcarms them ogainft the leems (0 58 © ch of a mer 
et ees mentioned, as Well ofthofe as the foregoing Epéftle to i Ephejians, 
who by Pbilefephy endeavoured to corrupt the fave only chat the ae se » is = 
Simplicity of the Gofpel ; as of thole others briefly and faccin&ly ave ere. rc 
who made it their bufincfs to introduce a the 7th verfe to theend, the ae ri 
Superfine Wirfip oF gel and Cbiee) Sade TET ae co them tine they 
Believers to the obfervation of the Ceremomat “ye sag eal or bi s oe 
Law, which obfervances he declares were might be fully : : 
only fhadows of chofe glorious realities pur- condition, to verfe a = or greets 


: i to wverfe 7, 
chated for us by Chriff, who was the fub- eee, 2 Ie aie this Epifile to be read alfo 


r Il, to the end of read 
ae gg hatha Chapter, he ‘begins in the Church of Laodicea, (0 put Archippus 
fo exhort them to a Holy and Chriftian Con- in mind of being faithful in his Minifry, . 
werfation, tO the 6th verfe of the qr Chap, and to remember his Bends. 


The Gontents of the Firft Epiftle of $. Paul the Apo-tle to the 
: Theffalonians. | 


le $. Paul having with the he judg'd it needful to write them this Letter, 
ae a his Li t; gathered a sc oe to Pita ae setts - in 

ifhi j reat an inning of the 34 Goap. - 
a See utes | Se toge- ae befides the Apoftles ae contifts 


ith Si motby, (by the per- of 2 principal Parts : in the ft of which 

oe ae ed cai shes oe, whe he pe eae ee ok oy mae 
i inft them,) received, to the end oF t ; : 

ele Re mea whither being fol- he. doth in the 4 following Branches ; for in 

the 1 Chap. he witneffeth, with thanks to 


i be fe GOD upon this account, with what extraordi- 
i De eaands ey both nary eal they had received the get 
being come to him to Athens, he fent spat Jefe. Chrift, ae Gon oe =n ee 

i ifit that New- to ferve the living GOD. 1 5 
thes Tecate he was greatly concern’d, he puts them in mind of his courage, fines 
co the end that he might edifie and confirm rity, diligence an Naame then 


them in the Zruth ; now when Zimechy was ‘amongft them,, to ee al dip: 
returned from thence, and had inform'd him, himifelf.a oo eS ot rc hen and thea 


i Corinth, ofthe condition where- and this ? 
ia Be had found aad tefe the Believers there; at Pg Perfecusions they 


had eae 
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endured, as well as himfelf, both from the 
Jews, and their Countrymen, to the 17 uerle; 
and from thence to the end of the 3d Chap. 
ke in very endearing terms exprefleth to 
them, the defire he had to fee them again , 
to the end he might fupply, what might 
yet. be wanting to their Faith, and that to 
thisend he had fent Timorky unto them. 
In che other par& which he begins with the 
4th Chap. he exhorts them toa Holy Ghri- 
ian Converfation, and to the exercife of 
reveral virtues, till the 1324 verfe ; then 
advifeth them to moderate their mourning 


for the’ Dead; from the lope they had of x. 


Gloridus' Refurrettion, at che laf coming of 
our Lord’ and Saviour ; tothe 14th verfe of 
the s¢4° Chap. from whence to the end, he 
prefleth feveral exhortations, Particularly-to 
watchfulnefs and fobriety, to put on the 
Arons of their Spiritual warfare, to refpect and 
highly efteem their Pafors and Teachers, to 
Pray without ceafing, &c. and concludes his 
Epifile with an ardent Pray to GOD for 
ay an the vue cnet: and an 
earnelt charge to caufe this gpifZ/, a 
read before aH the Brezbren, oe 


7 be Contents.of the Second Epifile ‘of S. Paul rhe Apovile, to 
the Theflalonians. 


At the Apofolical Infeription con- 
tained in the two 1/ verfes, the Apofile 
commendeth the Patience and Perfeverance 
of the Zhefalnians, and comforts them 
againft their fufferings, by the. coming of 
Fefus Chrift to Judgment, for the Punilhment 
Of Perfecutors, and their deliverance, in the 
ifé Chap. Afterwards he informs them, that 
the Day of Judgment would not come fo 
foon, as fome might expe; becaufe a ge- 
neral <Apoftafie was to precede it, and the 
Revelation of the Mzn of Six or Antickrift, 
whofe Rife, Pride, Deceit and Downfal he 
Deferibes, adding a repeated exhortation to 
Perfeverance in the Faith, to the end of the 
2é Chap. Laftly, he exhorts them to. a 
Chréftian Converfation ; particularly charg. 
ing them to Pray for him, to live in rautual, 


Love and Charity, toswithdraw themfelves. 


from Brethren thae walk diforderly, and live. 


in ddlenefs, whom he reproves by his own 
Example ; and exhorts and commands them. 
to work with-quietnefs and eat their own 


Bread, and advifeth the Gdurch, to cenfure . 


-thofe that thall be found tefraCtory and difo- 
bedient, To the 16-verfe of the 34 Chap. 
and in the 3 following verfes he concludes. 
the Epifsle, by his Prayer.to GOD for them, 
and wonted greetings. So that this 2d 
Epiftley appears to be muchof the fame im- 
port with the firft; becaufe the Apoftle 
having had no Opportunity to vifit the 
Theffalonians, thought good to write again . 


tothem , and back his former Epiftle tox. 


their inftru@tion and Confolation. 


The .Contents.of the Firft Epitlle of S. Paul rhe. Apofile, 
to Timothy. 


Aint Paul Travelling from Ephefus to. 

" Matedenias had left Timothy at Ephefus,. 
to govern that Church for iome time, as 
bemg one of the Principal Charches of Afia ; 
which appears from..the 34. verfe of the 1f¢- 
Chap. and whilft he was on his way, oras 
others judge, after he was arrived at Pdi- 
lipp?, writes this Epiftle co him; in the 


which he carefully and: faithfully inftrué&s bh 


him, and in his Perfon, all the Mixifters of 
the Go/pel, how they ought to carry them. 
felves ih their Hily ‘FunBion. Accordingly - 
in the s/f Chap. after the wonted Apoftoli. 
ta Salutation, he advifeth.him ta ‘take. 


‘great care, that no ftrange or vain Doffrin. 


be introduc’d into the Church, by thote who 


Pretending to be Zeachers of the Lew, da. 


indeed know nothing ; and points ar the 
true ufe ofthe Lew’, 
whence to the end of the Chapter, he pro- 
pounds, in his own Example, an Abridge. 
ment of the Gofpel, which was coromirted to. 
im’, charging Timothy to keep clofe and: 

ftedfaft to ir, and-courageonfly. to refift all 
gainfayers, as himfelf alfo hail oppofed Hy- 
menens- and Alexander, and 
of the Church, In the od Chap. he ordains. 
that Prayer be made for all men, and more. 
Parts-> 


to verfe a, {som . 


caft them out” 





The Contents of the Second Epiftle to Timothy. 


icularly for Kings, and all in Authority ; 
partin ferbes a general Rule, how both Men 
and Women ought to behave themfelves in 
the Church. In the 34 Chap. he fets down the 
‘Order to be obferved, in the calling or or- 


daining of Paflors and Deacons. In the 4th 


. he foretells, how fome in the laft 
re fhall depart from the Faith; forbidding 
Marriage, and certain forts of Meat, which 
GOD had created to be received with thank- 
fulnefs; he exhorts him to Perfeverance in 
the Zruth, and the conftant praé#ife of God- 
linefs, which he declares to be profitable on 
all accounts ; to attend to reading, exhorta- 
tion and Derm; and to ftir up the-Gifr he 
had received, by the Jaying on of tanas 
In the 524 Chap. he informs him, how to 


-carry himfelf in his cenfures and exhouta- 


tions, co young or old Men ox Women; par- 


339 
ticularly he inftruéts him, how thofe Widows 
muft be qualified, who are admitted to the 


fervice of the Poor ; and in how great efteem 


thofe Presbyters or Elders ought to be, that 


govern weil, fri&tly charging him before 


GOD not to lay his Hands fuddenly upon any 
Man. In the laft Chap. he exhorts Servants, 
to be Faithful in their Dutjes ; and -again 
chargeth Timothy to bave & care of falfe 
Leachers, who amufethemfelves with impro- 
fitable queftions, and verbal contefts ; cam- 
mands all to be content with their own 
Condition, and to beware of Covetouf{uefs; and 
urhorts Lincrky, very preflingaly to behave 
himfelt in alichings as becomes the Gofpel, 
and to charge Rich Men to be humble.and 
charitable ; and concludes .his Epifle, with 
once more prefing Timothy to be Faithful, 
to the truft committed to him. 


The Contents of the Second Epiftle of $. Pzul the Apoftle, to 
| TIMOTHY. 


“e"He Apoftle §. Paul ‘being a Prifoner at 
Rome, Chap. 1. 8. and_ perceiving his 
Death to draw near, Chap. 4. 6. writes this Se- 
cond Epiftle to Timothy who then was at Ephe- 
fas; in which (after the ufual Greetings) he 
wifheth him to come to him with the firft 
occafion, fignifying how earneftly he defired 
to fee him becaufe of his extraordinary Piety, 
in the which he had been Educated from his 
Infancy, by his Mother and Grandmother ; 
and exhorts him ferioufly : to make good ufe 
of the Divine gifts and graces beftowed up- 
on him, and boldly to propagate the excellent 
and holy Deétrin of the Gofpel, according to 
his Example: And this the rather, becaute all 
thofe of da had left bim, befides Oncfiphorue, 
who had been very helpful to him, Chap. 1. 
That in order to the further propagating of 
this oly Drérin, he fhould commit the things 
‘(he ‘had heard of him) to good and faithful 
Men, that might teach them to others , and 
particularly , co infift upon that capital and 


fundamental Point of the RefurreGion of 


Jefus Chri: He comforts and ftrengthens 
bim againit dffiiiions , as well by his own 


Example, as by the glorious Reward which 
attends (uch Sufferings ; exhortshim to avoid 
all vain Conecfts and unprofitable Difputes, 
and to beware of Hereticks, fuch as Hymengue 
and Philerus, who denied the Refurrefion of 
tae Dead ; to fhun youthful Luftss and_to ex- 
ercile himfelf in al] Chriftian Vertuas, Chap.2. 
And to the end he mightexcite him to-a 
greater degree of Watchfulnefs; he declares 
to him, what a dangerous fort of Men would 
arife in the Jaf? days, and oppofe the found 
and holy Dottrin, of the Ge/pel, preffing him 
to follow his Example, and immovably to con- 
tinue in the Doérin he had learnt of him, 
as agreeing in all things with the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; the profirablenefs and fufficiency of 
which, to falvation, he fully afferts, Chap. 3. 
- Laftly, Forefecing his approaching deceafe, 
‘he moft ferioufly and earneftly exhorts him, 
to difcharge his Duty with all faithfulnefs and 
diligence, and to come.to him before Winter, 
becaufe all had -forfaken him , at his firft 
appearance before Nero, in order to. his Trial, 
and concludes with the wonted Salutatios.: 


Sfa2. «The 
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The Contents of the Epiftle of S. Paul toTITU S, 


ITUS, a Greek. or Gentile by Birth, 
£ Gal. 2.3. being Converted tothe Faith, 
became a faithful Companion of S. Peul in 
his Travels, as well as in the Miniftcy of the 
Gofpel, 2 Cor. 2.42. and 8. 23. for the Apoftie 
fent him to Gorint , to procure and receive 
a charitable ColecHion for the Believers of 

Sudea, 2Cor.7. 14. and 8. 6,16,23. and 12.18 
and into Dalmatia, thereto Preach the Word’, 
2 Tim, 4.10. and into the Ifle of Crete to 
provide the Churches. with faithful Minifers, 
Chap. 1. 5. to which end alfo he wroteto him 
this Epiftie, in which (after his wonted Greet- 
ings) he ferioufly informs him of the neceflary 
Qualifications of the Minifters and Conduétors 
of Churches, as to their Life, Dorin, and 
Gifts; and afterwards, becaufe in that City 
there were many wicked Men and Deceivers, 
who infifted on Sewifh. Fables, and taught the 
diftin&tion of Meats, he chargeth him to 
cenfure-and reprove them, and to ftop their 
mouths, Chap. t. Afterwards, becaufe fome 
wrefted and abufed the Dorin of the Go/pel, 
to.encourage Licentioufnefs, he advifeth him 
to-teach, as well al} perfons in general, Young 
and: Old, Parents and Children, Husbands and 


Wives; aS in particular, Believing Servants. 


ar Slaves, how- to behave. themitlvesin their 


feveral ftations and relations ; and above alf 


things, to fhew himfelf a patcern of gerd: 


Works in all holy and Chriftian converfacion . 
teaching them, That the Dedrix of che Gof 
pel declares, that the Saving-Grace (procur'd 
by Fefw ay) was not revealed, to minj 
fter an occafion to Loofnels of life and Li. 
centioufnefs ; but on thecontrary, powerfully 
to engage us to the praftice of all Portus 
Chap. 2. And forafmuch. as fome alfo abufed. 
their Chrifian Liberty, to the eneourag’ 
of Rebellion, he preffech him in the 3d C - 
ter, inceffantly to exhort Believers to Obedi« 
ence, and fubjeftion to ‘the Superior Powers 
and to behave themfelves with all refped. 
towardsthem, notwithftanding their bein 
Heathens ; and.to thisend puts them in min 
that before their Cowverjion they were fuch 
themfelves, tho’ now reftored toa faving. 
Condition, through the Love and Meny,of 
GOD in Ghrift , not by works of their own 
Righteoufnefs, but of his meer Grace ; advie 
feth Timothy alfo to avoid foolith Queftions 
and unprofitable Contefts , and to reject He- 
reticks after the firft or fecond Admonition; 
We having tel ae particular 
airs unto him, he.clofethhis Epi@je with. 
the wonted Greetings. : eee wih 


The Contents of the Epifile. of &. Paul to p HELEM O No 


“His Philemox, to whom S. Paul writes 


‘here, feems to have beena Minifter of | 


the Gofpel at Colof, ver. 1. 17,23. and Cobf. 
4.7. and q.9, 2, 17. whofe Servant or Slave 
Onefiaae, was runaway from him , and had 
robb'd him ; but coming to S, Pau/, who was 
a Prifoner at Rome, he was Converted by him 
ta the Ghrifian Religions and being defirous 


w:requrn to. his Meffer, he prays the dpofile - 


‘to give. higy-a Letter of Interceflion .and Re- 
commiendatioa to him, that thereby he might 
he. reftor'd ‘to his Mafers: Favor. To this 
purpofe. §. Paul writes thisEp:fle, in which 
after. the Sere and Salutation. in the 
ehree firft: Verfes, after a becoming Infinua- 
tion, to gain Philemen's good will, by an. 
expreffion of his Love rowards him, and of 
the. Vertues for which Philemem was noted ; 
a: particularly. for his great Charity. to Bes 


lievers, and: Faith in Fefas Chrift, ver. 8. 
He dectares, That he eee Hs Com. 
mandsupon: him in this matter, tho’ well he 

might, but-only affeCtionately defire him fo, 

and then propounds his Requeft; thewing the 

jufticeand: reafOnablenels of it, as being pro- 

fitable to Philemon, and in fome fort needy 

1§ ver. acknowledgeth Oxefimus his fault, but 

withal reprefencs , thac it prov'’d an.occafion . 
of his Gonverfion , by which means he was 

now. become his Brother, ver. 18. and. becomes 

Surety to Philemon, for the lof he had fu- 

{tained by him, v. 20, and at laft concludes his 

Requeft with moft tender and pathetical Ex- 

preffions, v. 22. and wifhes him co prepare - 
him-a Lodging, v, 23. Salutes him in the name. 
of fome of his Companions, v.25. and fhuts. 

up all with his wonted Greeting, 


She. 
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| The Contents of the Epiftle of S. Paul the Apoftle, to the 
| HEBREW | 


Otwithftanding fome have doubted con 
N caanig the Author of this Epifile, and 
Lave attributed it, fome to S. Barnabas cthers 


‘to S. Luke, and others again to S. Clement ; 


yet allthe ancient Greek Writers, and a good 
part ofthe Latin, do unanimoufly attribute 


«os of the New Teffament retain this In- 
feription. S. Perer alfo writing to thofe of the 


Circumcifion, witneffeth exprefly,(2 Per. 3- 15) beg 


that the Apoftle S. Pau! had alfo writto them; 
according to the wifdom given unto bim ; 
which in all appearance cannot be meant of 
any other Epofle but this. Befides, if we 
pleafe to confer, what we read Hebi. 13.19,23- 
with what S. Paul writes to Timothy, 2 Tim. 4 
36, 17. we thallfind good reafon to believe, 
that this Epifle was weit at Rome, at that 
time , when the Apoftle (after his firft ap- 
pearing before Nero) had conceived fome bopes 


of hisEnlargement, and that hepromis'dhim- pa 


felf tobe in a condition , to take a Journ 

foon after with Zimerhy to Jerufalem, to vilit 
them ; fo that this Epifle feems to have 
been fent to make way for this his intended. 


* Pifit. 


This Epiftle is a moft excellent part of the 
New Teftament , in the which (according to 
‘the Order commonly obferv'’d by S. Pasi, in 
the moft part ofhis Zpiftles, and in a lofty 
and divine Srrle) he treats at large of the 
tranfcendent excellency of the Perfin and 


Office of Jefus Chriff our Saviour, to the 19th: 


-Werfe of the ro## Chapter ; and from thence 
-to the end of the Epifié, he fets down feveral 
- Exhortations, tending to ftrengthen and con- 


- Sem them in the Faith of the Gafpel , and in 


a hoty and Chriftian Cénverfarion. In the 
awo firft Chapters he treats of the Perfon .of 
‘FefueChrif; in the rft he aflertsand proves 
the Truth of his Etesnal. Divine Nature, and 
his Preheminence above all Augels; in the 
ad, he demonftrates the Truth of his Huma- 
nity, ot Human Nature, ‘which he took from 
the Seed of Abraham, for our Redemption and 
-Recenciliatios to GQD. the Father, Ini the 


: 
e 


3d and 4th Chapters, he {peaks of his Prephe- 
tical Office, exalting the fame far above that: 
of the great Prophet Mofes; declaring., that’ 
his Dedrin (as being the Eternal Word 
Wifdors ofthe Father) is fax more fubjime, 
worthy, and powerful, than that of.Méfes, oF 


_it to S.Paul, and accordingly moft ofthe Greek any other Prophet whatfoever ; and confe- 


quently, that it ought the more carefally tobe - 
heeded and obeyed. In the sth Chapter, he 
ins to tréat of. the Call of Fefus Chrift to 
his Sacerdotal Office, and after a Parenthetical 
Difcourfe, reaching from the s1th Verfe of 
that Chapter, ro the end of the 6th, wherein 
he blames their dulnefs and unfitnefsto un- 
derftand thefe My/teries, and exhorts them to » 
leave the Rudiments of Obriftienity, and to 
prefs on to the Perfeftion of a Man-like 
growth in Chrift; he in the 7th Chapter - 
proceeds, to fet forth the Sacerdetaland Kingly - 
Office of Fefus Chrife, by a continued Com-- 
rifon between Him and. nes to thie 
end of the Chapter. In the 8th, gth,and part of 
the toth Chaprers, he reprefents the tran- 


‘feendent Excellence of the Prieftly Office of 
Chrift, by comparing his Eternal . Priefthood 


with the Levitical Prieftheod of Aaron, and 
the Zemporal Covenant made with. the Fa- 
thers, with the Eternal Covenant ratified by 
the Blood. of Chrift, and_therewithal cone. 
cludes the former part of this Epiftle. At 
the roth Verfe. of the. roth Chapter, he 
proceeds to the Jatter part, exhorting them in . 
general, to Obedsence and conftant Perfeve- 
rance in the abovefaid DeGrin, notwith- - 
ftanding their Perfecutions . and . his: Bends. 
In the 13th Chapter 5 . he gives an.excellent - 
defcription of Faith , and .of. its miraculous - 
power and efficacy ; andin the sath, Difcourtes - 


_of the excellent properties of Ghriftion Hope - 


and Patience: And in the 13th Chapter, to - 


‘the 23th Verfe, he treats of the Duties of - 
 Chriftian Love and Charity; and then cone - 


cludes his Epiftle with an earneft and ardent - 
Prayer to GOD for them, and a hort Adm. - 
aition, with an account of Timothy’s being .. 
fet at Liberty, and his wonted Salutation. . 


Fhe: 
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The LIFE of SSANDREW. 


F all the 12 pofiles, S. Andrew was 

the firft mentioned by Name, to have 
been a Follower, and Difciple of our Saviour ; 
(the other Difciple who accompanied, him be- 
ing S. Jelee the Evangelift,) whcle Difeiple he 
firft was, being the Brother of S. Peter; He 
alfo was the firft that brought his Brother 
Tidings of a Mefiahcome into the World, 
and was the occafion of bringing him to be 
his ,Folower and Difciple. Whar befell him 
in our Seviours Lifc-time, fo far as is deli- 
vered in the Evangelift , ,has. been already 
meptioncd, After our LORD’s “Afcenfion, 
and the defcene of the Holy Ghoff on the 
Apofiles, when they chofe among themfeives 
by Lot, each of them their part of the World 
to Preach in, S. Andrew is {aid tohave had 
Seyteia, snd the adjacent Regions afligned 
him fer hit Province, to which he Traveled 
un Gelatia und Bythinia, Preaching all the 
way he went. The firft place he made any 
fay ar, was 4mynfus, from whence he went 
to Trapezus, and fo from one place to ano- 
‘ther, till he came to Nice, where he ftayed 
2 years: From dice he went to Nicomedia, 
‘thence to Chaledsn, and fo thrd Propontis, 
and by the Euxiz Sea to Heracles. At A- 
mynfny, ‘Nice, and other places where he ftaid 
‘any time, by his Preaching and Miracles he 
Converted very many, Baptized them into 
the Faith and Ordain’d Prieffs and Deacons 
among them. From’ Heracles he went to 
Amefiris, where the barbarity of the people 
‘made him foon weary and leave it ; but far 
worfe was his ‘Treatment at Sinope, the Birth 
and Burial place cf the Famous Mithridates 
King of Pontus, a place much Inhabited by 
Jews 5 out of this City (after divers inhuman 
Outrages committed upon him,) he was thruft 
out for Dead ; butreturned again, and the fe- 
veral Miracles which he wrought, brought 
‘many of them to a fenfe of their Errors, and 
afterwards treated him more civilly. At his 
' firft coming to this place, he met with his 
“Brother Peter, who bore him company fore 
time. From’ Sinope he return’d to Amynfus, 
‘f0 to Trapezus , and Sarofate, (the Bitth 
place of Zucian)in his Journey to Jerufalen ; 
from whence after fome fhort flay he is faid 
to return to his Seythian Provinces, firlt to 
the Country of .bafg:, where at Sebaffople a 


delivered him. 


City'‘on the Euxine-Shoar, he Preach’d to the 
Inhabitants with fuccefs; hence he remov'd 
intothe Country of the Zeerhi and Bofplorani : 
but his chief flay was at Cherfoncfus, a popu- 
lous City within the Bofphorss of Thrace. 
whence he went back tO Sinope to confiras the 
Churches he had thereabouts Planted, and 
fome fay Ordain'd one of Panl’s Difciple: 
Named Philologus, Bithop thereot. Eom si. 
nope he went to Byzantium , afverwards buile 
by Conffantine, and from his Name called 
Conflantinople, .where he Pounded a Charcs 
and Ordained 'S. Pauls beloved Stachys, teh 
Bifhop thereof. Being Banith'r ciyis hice 
by the then Gcvernour, he fled 10 Agr opos; 
where he flayed 2 years; then fourney ing thro 
Thrace’, Macedon,  Theffaly, “thaia; ‘and &- 
pirns, be fetled at lait at Patre a City of 
Achaia, where he {ead with a refoluce Mar- 
tyrdom the verity of that Faith, which be 
had Preach’d hoth here and in {o many ph. 
ces; the occafion whtreof was (as is recorded 
In the Book cajled the <éts ofS. Ansren's 
Paffon) {aid to have been wricten by the 4. 
chaian Preshyters and Deacous, who were pre- 
fent at his Execution ; however mentioned by 
Philaftriusy (an Author who lived uno Dom 
380, ) his bold and free Application zo 4. 
Beas, Pracafil of Acheiz, who came to Pz- 
tre at the fame_time of his being there, with 
ferious admonifhment to forfake his Heathen- 
ifh Superfiitions and Idolatry , and to embrace 
the worlhip of the true GOD; by which ad. 
vice, inftead of being perfwaded to reafon 
he became 7 times more hardned in his Pa. 
gan Lewdnefs, and did all he could with per- 
{wafions as well as Threats, to draw.over this 
Apofile to Sacrifice to his Gods and to ree 
nounce-the Chrifian Religion he fo zealoufl 
Preach’d, for the faving of his Life ; whi 
when he faw him bene againft , even to the 
Death, he then refolved his Death, and com- 
mitted him to Prifon, from which (for thae 


_time) the people fomewhat mollified by his 


Dotirin, and innocent Life, bya high hand 
But being brought again 
before the Procenful, and refolutely withftand- 
ing, as before, all the powerful Arguments 
he could ufe to bring Fim over ; he incentt 
him to chat heighth, thar without more de. 
lay, he proceeded to pronounce Sentence of 

' Beath 





The LIFE of S.J A‘M E'S the Great. 343: 


Death on him, and with fo much the greater 
Fury, as being fo much exafperated for hav- 


_ ing converted his Wife Maximilla, and his 
Brother Stratulus. After Sentence of Death 


pronounced, he was committed to the LiGors, 
and had his naked Body Scourged by7 of 
them one after another; which done, com- 
mand was given, that he fhould not be Nail- 
ed to the Cref?, but ty’d with Cords, to make 
his Death the more lingring ; nor wasit a 


common fort of Crofs, but made Salter-wife. . 


In this pofture he is faid to have hung 2 
days, and in that Languifhing condition, ex- 
horting the people to ftand faft to the Ruth, 
which he had Preached unto them. Being 
Déad » his Body was taken down, and by 
Maximila the Procenfuls-Wife, ordered to be 
Embalmd,and decently Interr'd ; but from 
this place of Burial, in after Ages, his Body 


was by Conftantine the Great, séimov’d' to 
Conflantinople, and Buried in that Chureb, 
which he had there Baile in. Honour of the 
Apofiles, remaining fo ircorruptible, that ‘in 
Juftinians time, in repairing that partof the 
Church, his Body was found in a Woeden-Vef- 
fel among the Rubifh, and with great care 
repofited in his former place. We thalf con- 
clude with the Cheradfer given this Apofile 
by Hefychius, an ancient and creditable Au- 
thor ; S. dudrew, faith he, was the frft born 
of the Apoftolick Quire, the main and prime 
Pillar of the Church, @ Rock before the Rock, 
the firf? Fruits of the beginning, « Caller of | 
others, before he was called himfelf, a Preach- 
er of that Golpel that was not yet believed, 
or. entertained, anda Revealer of that Life 
to bie Brother, which he had not yet perfeftly - 
learnt. himfelf.” 


The-L I FE of S.J AMES the Great. 


~Aint James, commonly firnamed | the 
Great, either for his ge, or. fome par- 
ticular Honours conferred on him by our 
LORD, was Born (fome fay) at Capernaum, 
others at Beth{aide, in Galilee. He was the 


‘Son of Zebedee, a Fifher-man, but of more 


than.ordinary Note, keeping feveral Servants 


under him for that Employment; and Mary. 


firnamed Salome, formerly Taviphilia, was 
Daughter of Cleopas’s Sifter, or rather Coufin 
German to Mary the Mother of our LORD. 
Whilft he was exercifing himfelfin his Fathers 
Trade, in the Sea of Galilee, our Savigur 
paffing along the Shoar, fecing him and his 
Brother in a Ship bufieabout their Nets, call- 
ed:to them to follow him, and‘to be his Dij- 


ciples, promifing to make. them Mfbers ef , 


sien. This command they readily obeyed, 


and not long after were called to the -4pofo-. 


lical Office. Moreover thefe 2 Brothers, and 
Peter,. made up the Triumivirat, before men- 
tiond in S. Peter's Life, and were admitted’ 


moft ae of all che reft, to feveral of . 


our Seviours moft grand Tranfactions. They 
wéré at thie railing of Jairu’s Daughter, 


they were at his Transfiguration, and Spe@a.. 
’ tors.of his bitter Agony in thie Garden. And 


as Simon, was by our LORD riew named Pe- 
ter, fo thefe 2 Brethres were named Boarer- 
get, or the Sons of Thunder, alluding per- 
haps, tothe’ power and veliemency they 
dbewed'in the delivery of their Dedgrin. How 


S. Sames fteer’d his Courfe, afterour Saviours - 
Afcenfion, is varioufly difcourfed. Sophronius - 
faith, he Preach’d to the Converted Jews. 
The Breviary of Toledo, . Ifidorus, and an 
strabick Copy of Anaffafiu, and the Span- 
ifo Writers in general, will have ir, That af- 
ter the Martyrdom of S. Stephens , having 
Preached and Planted the Gofpel. up and : 
down Jadea and Samaria, he Travelled into | 
the Weftern parts of the World, meaning , 
Spain, and the Britifh Iles, but more efpe- 
cially Spain. Buc whether he were a Tre - 
veer into thefe Weftern parts, or whether - 
his Mixifiry . was confined to Judea and the - 
parts thereabouts ; certain it is that at Jere-. 
falem, we have the laft account ofhim ; it 
being the place where he fitft of che 4poffles, . 
received the Crown of Martyrdom, by the - 
means of Herod: Agripps, Son of striftebulas, . 


. and Grandchild of Hered. the Great, who cauf- 


ed this <tpofleto be apprehended, Imprifined,- 
and Beheaded; which faid Death .. the Soni- - 
dier that Guarded him, or as fome fay, one - 
of his Accufers (convinc’d by the conftancy | 
he fhew’d at his Z:yal, embracing the Chi- - 
flian Faith,) faffered along with him.. How: 
Divine Vengeance overtook this vain-Glarious - 
Prince, for the Death of this Righteous per-. 
fon, isat. large delivered ‘in Holy Writ.. As:- 
to the miraculous Paflage of his interment in - 
Spain, we can only relate what is Recorded 1 
by a Monk. of the Abby of La ney jan 

. ae. 
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France, viz. that when Gtefiphon was by the 
Apofiles at Ferefalem defign’d for Spain, with 
the Ordination of Bifbop, he (wich others his 
affiftants ) carried along with them the Body 
and Reli&s of this .4poftle in a Ship without 
Oars or Pilot ; they Janded ata Port in Spaix, 
where (after an appearance of an extraordi- 
nary Light from Heaven) the Body was ona 
fudden taken from them , and conveyed to 
the place of its Interment ; but upon their 
trouble for fo great a lofs, anc their recourle 
to earneft Prayer, they were dire&ed by an 
Angel to aplace about 12 Mies from the 
$ea, which being the Jurifdiction ofa Novle- 
Poman, whofe Eftare ly all thereabouts, by 
name Luparia; they applied themlelves to 
her, for Jeave to bury the Bones of the apofle 
in her Territory, which mec with fuch enrer- 
tainment at firft, ar might well be expected 
from fuch a bigotted Pagan ay fhe was, that 
js, Contempt, Indignation, and Curfes: But 
their fecond Addrels , accompanied with Au- 
racies, and the deftioying of a Dragon that 
cruelly haraffed all the Country thereabouts, 


made fo happy an Imprefiion in her Mind, 
that of an Idolatreft, fhe became a Votare/s 
for the Chriftian Faith, and converted her 
Idol Temples into Churches of Religions Wor. 
foip, and dedicated them co the honour of this 
holy Jpoefle, and gavethe Vittory to Cari. 
fianity over Heathenifh Superftision through- 
out all her Jurildiction, and the adjacent parts 
round about. From the place of his firft 
Interment, Jrta Flavia, he is faid to have 
been afterwards conveyed to Compofteda, if ac 
lealt Iria Flavia were the place of his fir 
Interment, and not rather asa learned Auchor 
oblerves, the fame with Compuffedsa, fo con- 
tratted by long time, and the vulgar abufe 
of words from Jacomo Poftele. Uowever it 
is, great refore is made yearly to this pluce, 
upon the fame of thofe mighty Miracles, aid 
to be done by che ReliGs of this Sainz, inlo- 
much chat Baronias callsthis place, The grear 
fore. houfe of Miracles, lying open to tie whole 
World Bue this Relation is not inierted as 
Canonecal. 


The LIF Eof S.PHILIP. 


OC" this Apofle there is not much Re- 
corded in Holy Writ, but thathe was 


born at Bethjaida, and his being the only - 


Difciple, that ftayed altogether with our Se- 
wieur, from the firlt time of his Cad: Who 
his Parents were is not delivered, but is ge- 
nerally believed to be alfo a Fifherman. Whit 
part of the World fell to his Let, in the di- 
vifion made by the poffles, we have no very 
certain, and Authentick account; but it is 
the probable conjefture of fome, that upper 
Afia was his Provixce; where having for 
many years fuccesfully difcharged this Apofte- 
lical Funftion, he betook himfelf to Hiera- 
polis, a Rich and Populous City of Phrygia, 
where feeing the People befotted to the ado- 
ration of a great Serpent, or Dragon; he 
partly by the deftruction thereof, (which he 
is faid to have procured by his earneft Pray. 
ers to Heaven) and partly by reprefenting 
to them , the Stupidity of their Idolatry, 
and the fadnefs of their Condition, if they 
perfifted init; he drew off great numbers of 
the People, from their blind worthip, tothe 
embracing the true Feith, But this the 
Magiftrates took fo heinoufly, that nothing 
Jefs than his Death would ferve their turn ; 
as'a Prologue to which, they caufed him te 


be feverly Scoarged; then he was eicher 
Crucified, (or as fome fy, Hung up by the 
Neck againft a Pi¥ar. Ic is further added, 
That at his Execution, the ground upon which 
the People fteod , funk under them, which 
when they were troubled at (as an a& of 
Divine vengeance upon their Sins,) it fud- 
denly ftopt. His dead Body being taken 
down, and decently buried by his Sifter Mar:- 
anme, a conftant companion with him in his 
Travels,and Bartholomew, afellow-fufferer,(but 
not at this time executed;) for being nailed 
to the Crofs, he was taken down upon a 
fudden panick fear, that for the prefent fur. 
prized them. Policrates Bifhop of Ephe/us, 
not fpeaking of his Martyrdom, only tells us , 
That Philip, one of the12 Apofigs died at 
Hierapolis with 2. of his Dasghters, who 
perfever'd in their Virginity. Which Tefime- 
ny confirms, what is generally attefted ofhim; 
by the ancient Writers, viz. That he was s 
Married man: There was never any thing 
of writing produc”, that could be certainly 
afcrib’d to this Apafile that Gofpel which the 
Gnofticks would have been the Author of, 


being only a forgery for the patronizing of 
their horrid principles, and broth go 
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. Te this was one of the 12 dpeftles, 


A... is not to be doubted , though menti- 
oned by. adifferent-name ; for that Nasheniel, 
-whom Jobs the Evangelif joyns with Philip, 
‘ae their firft coming to Chriff, is doubtlets 
the fame Perfor, which the other "3 Evange. 
fs mentions by, the name of Bartaclemen ; 
‘which may be fuppofed, to be rather a deno- 
anination from his Family, than his own pro. 
pername ; ‘for as Peter is called Bar-Fone, 
that is, the Son of Jone, fo Nathaniel might 
hecalied Bartholomew, as it were Bar-tolmai, 
that. is, the Son of Zemai, which fome will 
have to be the fame with Ptelomy, and thence 


take occafion to derive him from the Nobles 


of the Ptolomies. of Egypt ; but this feems to 


have little agreement with what the Evan. | 


gelifts’ unanimoufly -fpeak of Nathaniel ; 
namely, ‘that he was of Gana in Galilee. 
Whatever his Zrede or courfe of Life was, 
thd moft probably a Fifberman, he received 
from ‘our Sevieur at firft fight, this high 
Charafier , That he wasatrue Jjraclite in- 
deed without guile. His Zrevels for the 
propagation of the Gofpel, are faid to have 
been towards Indie; for a more particular 
Teftimony whereof Eufebius writes, that 
Pantanus (a famous ftoical Philofopher) after 
his Converfion, being ‘zealous to promulge 


Tie L 1 FE. of 8. BARTHOLOMEW: 


the Gefpe!, taking a Journy into fome parts 
of India, there found the Gofpel of 5, Mat- 
thew, which Bartholomew had left behind 
him. However it were, as‘to his remote 
Travels, he was at Hierapelis with Philip, 
where he narrowly efcaped Martyrdom ; from 
thence he went to Lycsonie, where he 
Preached with. fuccefs; his laft and fatal 
removal, and where he fuffered Martyrdom, 
was Albanopolis, 2 City in <drmenia, or 
rather Grlicia, if it be the Urbanoplis of Ns- 
cepherus; for feeking to reclaim the Inbe- 
bstants, from their grofs Idolatry, he was 
laid hold on by the Magifracy, not en- 
during that any fhould go about to alrer 


their eftablith’c Religion, and was Grucified, 


fome fay, with his head downwards ; others, 
that he was firlt Fleed, and then Crucified. 
His Body is {aid to have been removed to 
feveral places, firft to. Devas a City on the 


borders of Perfia ; next to’ Laparé one of the 


ulin Ifes; fcom thence to Beneventum in 
Italy, and laftly to Reme. Upon this Apojtle 
there was fathered a Gojpel. by certain Here- 
ticks, out of defign for countenancing their 
own opinions ; but it was rejected by Pope 
Gelafiue,, as fabulous, and altogether fup- 
pofititious. 


The LIFE ofS. THOMAS. 


Of the Birth and Parentage of this 
Apofile, we have no account ; only we 
find in Seriptare, that his Sirname was Didy- 
mus ; which in Greek fignifieth Twin, and fo 
doth the’ Syriae, Thsuma, from whence Tho- 
mas, fo that in effe&t one Name ferves but 
tointerpret the other. He was a jew , and 
fuppofed a Galilean : Simeon the Metaphraft 
affams him born of very mean Parents, an 
bronght up a Fifberman ; but withal well in- 
ftru&ted in the knowledge of the Scripture. 
His flownefs of beliet in the matters of 
our Saviour's Refurrection, feems not fo much 
an effect of an“ obftinate Jnfidelity, as of the 
weaknefs of his Feith , too ‘much overrul’d 
by human Reafon ; wherefore inftead of being 
ngry with him, took the moré pains to con- 
vince him by an ocular and manual Demon- 


fitation. Whether his Province affign'd him 


‘was Parthia, is not certain; the like is his 


being faid co. Preach to the Medes, Perfsans, 
Hircanians, Batlrians, and (as fome add) the 
Ethiopians. As to'‘his Travelling a great 
way into - the Eaferx Countries, as far as 
Sumatra, -anciéntly Trepobene, aad the Goun- 
try of the Brachmans, .the Difcoveries made 


d nc baer a in thofe Parts feems capable 


of giving afurer account in fome things than 
can be expected fromthe Ancients,pactly from 
Monuments and Writing, and partly from the 
Traditions of the Ghriftians there: They relate 


that S. Thomas cate: to Socotora, thence to 


Grangenor, and {fo forwards , making fome 

progrefs in his works ; then returning, came 

to the Kingdom of Cormandel, and at Malibar 

he eg a Church for his Converts, eae 
t in 
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hindred by the Priefs , whofe profit was too 
greatto part with their Disna,. till Sagano 
(the Prince of the Coxsery) convinc’d by the 
Miracles he wrought, not only fuffered the 
lork to ‘go on, but embrac’d the Faith, and 
by his Example multitudes of the People did 
the like. But this fuccefs ofhis Mxiftry 
haftned his Martyrdom; for the Brackmans 
well knowing that their Zeade would he quite 
loft by -tlie. altering their Country Religion, 
refolved by his death to put a ftop thereon ; 
and to that end, knowing that he ufed daily 
to refort to a certain Zemb, or Monument, 
for exercife of his private Devotion, ..not far 
out of the Town; they went thither with a 
Company of <rmed-men, andas he was ine 
tent at prayer (after they had pour’d on him 
a fhower of Darts and Stones) one amongft 
them, to make a quick difpatch, run him 
through the Body witha Launce. ‘His Body 
being taken up by-his Difciples, was Buried 
in the Church he had lately built, which after- 
wards becamea magnificent Stru€ture. From 
hence fome affirm it was removed to Edefa in 
Mefopotamia; but the the Chrifians of thofe 
arts affirm the contrary. The Denative given 
by King Segeme for the building the Church 
is Infcrib’d in Brafs Tables, which are {aid to 


Tbe LIF E'S. THOMAS, &e. : 


have been brought to Den Alphenfo, Vice. 
Roy of India, under Feby the Third, King of 

- Portugal ;“the Infeription ‘being interpreted 
tohim by a Learned few. Another thing 
of ‘great -Remark, which we are told Gf, ira 
Crofs found in.the Ghappel of S. Zhemas:at 
Malibar, on which is an Infcription (iaten. 
preted by.a Learned Sremix) which contains 
all the Paflages of this pele from his firtt 
coming to Malier,:to his Death, in that place, 
To conclude, for confirmation of what hath 
been faid of this poh 2 The Portugalsdat 
their Arrival in thefe Parts) found great num- 
bers of ChriRians, called Thamas-Cherifirans, 
a fort of People very poor, and haying very 
mean and plain Churches, without any Pidyres 
or dmages of Saints, ox any other Reprefen- 
tatives, but that.of the Cro/7. They are undes 
a High-Prief or Patriarch , to.whom all the 
Chriftians of the Eaft are fubje& , who hath 
his Seat at Muzel; the Remainder, isof che 
ancient Seleucia, who witht2 Cardinals, + 
lefler Patriarchs, and {everal Bifbops, orders all 
Religiow Affairs. They have feveral re- 
matkable Rites and Cuffoms obferved amongit 
them, which at Jarge may be {een in Oferin, 
Paulus Veneta, and fome:other Learned Wri- 
ters of the Affairs of thefe Parts. 


The L 1 F Bof S.JA MES the Lefer. 


T° wave the Controverfie of thofe, who 
befides §. ames the Greater, and S. 
Sames the Lefler, will have a third, Sirnamed 
the jsf, who they fay was Bifhop of Jeru- 
falem. We fhall follow-the more probable 
Opinion of thofe who make out, that there 
were but the two firft, This poftle.is moft 
probably the Son of Jefeps, efpous'd Husband 
tothe ye Virgin by hisformer Wife, whom 
S.Ferom ityles Efche ; Hippolyeus (Bithop of 
Perse Salome) adding, That .the was .the 
Daughter of gi, Brother to Zecherias, 

. Father to Joba the Bapti?', whence he might 
well be reputed our LORD's.Brether, -fince 
he himfelf was reputed the Son of Sefeph: 
And whereas our 4poffle.is by fome called 
the Son of Alpheus , it-may.very well beun- 
derftood either of Jofeph’s being called. by 
another Name, pheas, as hath been already 

cbferved of others in the fame nature , or of 
his being of a particular Se amongft the 

Jews, call'd A'pheus. As to the placeof his 
Birth, and profelfion of Life, no mention js 


firft, the Fews in their Talmud, call him a 
Man of the Town ,of Secania. After the Re- 
furre&ien .of our-LORD, he appeared to him 
in particular ; as is Recorded by S. Paul ; Is 
the next place (Gaith he).after be bad sneni- 
Sofed bimjelf to she five hundred Brethren at 
once, be wes fen of James ; which is gene 
rally, meant of this Apofie. _ S, Hierem, trom 
the Nezerens Hebrew ..Gofpel, ia which are 
feveral Paffages, not found inthe Evangelifs, 
gives us this particular Relation, viz, That 
5. James (after. :he-had drunk of the Cup at 
the -Inftitution .of the La Supper). foleqinly 
Swearing, That .he. woald.not eat Bread. again, 
till be en the LORD rife from the Dead; 
He (as.fpon as he was Rifen) appeared.to him, 
and commanded Bread to be fer before him, 
took it, brake it, and dlefing it, gave it to 
James; faying, Eat thy Bread, my Brother, 


made of either in Semipture; only as.to. the 


for she Son of Man_1s truly Rifes from among 


theme that fleep, Not long after our Sevicurs 
Alcenfin, he for bisneas "Relation to, Chrift, 
was 





Tle BEFB of 8 AMES the Lefer: 


was before all the _ chofen Bilt of Je 
lem by the Apefles; and this has ¢ 

oe proba, Aes doubtlefs ag 

Si who was nextof Ain, 

ee ek Gucceflne in that See. Moteover, 


in the Synod of Serafalem, after matters had. 
‘been 


; debated: in the Gontrovérfies be- 
the Jems and Gentiles ; Fares at lah 
flood up’:and gave his definitive Sentence to 
this effeaty:° jadge it fo. “Fhe more careful 
he was inthe Adminifiration of his Epifcipal 
Office, amd the Succefs he-had.therein , fo 
mach th more enflamed their Malice againft 
hina, efpecially fince they could not have their 
will on Paul, by reafon ofhis Appeal to afer ; 
and noebeing able to effe€ttheir defign under 
Refiut his Government ,_ they refolv'd to dif- 
-him before the Arrival: of sibinus the 
lew. Governor; to this end Ananus, the 
High :Prieft of the Se& of the Sadducées (the 
moit.Gruel of alt. the Fewifh Sects) fudden! 
calls.2 Council, before which the Apoftle wit 
othérs.being called, are Arraiga’d and Con- 
dened as Enfcingers of the Lew; but becaufe 
they. thotight mot fit to proceed with open 
Violence againft him, for -fear of the People 
(among whom were many Converts ;) the 
Scribes and Pharifees ,- as thé. moft fubtle in. 
the Art of Difimulatien, axe fet upon himto 
entrap him with fpecious Pretences ; telling 
him; That knowing bins to be a Fuft man, they 
doubted not, out be would comply with them 
in drawing off the Seduced People, from the 
Opinién they bad fully conceived of JESU S, 
fuppofed ro be the +; and fo going up 
with him-to the Pinnacle of oe that 
he might be feen and heard of all, they thus 
accofted him; Zeus, OJuftus, feeing the 
People are thus gentraly led ana] with the 
Deirin of Jelus, who was Crucified, what 
this Inftitusion of the Crucified J E-S U S? 
To which the 4poftle with a loud Voice an- 
fwetedy Why da ye enquire after} E SU S.the. 
Sow. of Gos? he fits in Heaven, . on the right, 
Hand of bit. Father. on: high s,and wi8' come 
ft in the.Cleuds: of Heaven. Hereupon 
Ot enle : below openly procaim’d, Glory te 
Sefut;..Hofannah 66. the. Sex David _ The. 
Leatned Politicians. feeing .themfelves. thus 
deceived,-. criéd: out, That Juftus bimfelf was 


becone- on Impofter-; and -in a rage threw hira 
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down, which fo bruifed him , that he mira- 
ey oes Death; but he foon reco- 
veréd ftrength enough to get upbn bis Knees, 
and pray for thefe his malicious Exemies ; 
who neverthelefs more enraged to {ee them- 
felves fruftrated of their Murtherous defign, 
refolved to profecute what they had begun,.. 
and continued pelting him with frones , as he 
was on his Kuees, til] one among them (mer- 
ciful in Cruelty,. to put an end tohislingring © 
Pain) beat out his Brains with a Fubers Club. 
This untimely and barbarous Death was in 
thé 86th year of his Age, and 24 years after 
the Afcenfion of our Saviour. He was buried 
in the place of his Martyrdom, near the Tem- 
ple, where a Menument was erected, which 
remained a Jong time after: But Gregory, 
Bifhop of TZeurs, faith, He- was Buried on 
Mount Olivet, is 2 Tomb which be built for 
himfelf; and where he had caufed Zacharias 
and old Simeon to be Entomb’d. There is 
generally received for authentick only one 
Epifele of his Writing, fuppofedto have been 
written a little before his Martyrdom, as ha- 
ving fome Pafages relating to the approach- 
ing Downfal of the Jewifh Nation. It is 
directed tothe Jewifh Converts, difperft up 
and down the Eaftern Countries , to comfort 
them in their Suferings ; and to confirm 
them in their Faith again{t the Groftisks, and 
other erronious Opinions: Truc it is, that 
fome of the ancient Greek Fathers have fup- 
pofed, that this Epiftle was not writ by this 
Apofile, but by another of that Name , Sir- 
named The uh, and who is alfo called Oblias, 
being one of the 70 Difciples of our Savieur, 
and who (by the Apofiles) was Confecrated 
the firft Bifhop of Ferufalem ; but forafmuch 
as almoft all the Greek Copies in the Infcrip- 


tion, or Title of this Epi/sle exprefs tae Name 


of this. 4peftle, and that it is not atall pro- 

bable, that one who was only a Difciple fhould 

undertake to write a Girculer Letter to all the 
Gharches for their Confirmation and Inftru- 
ion; whilft the <pofeles were yet in being, 
to. whom this Charge particularly appertain’d, 
we have great teafon. to conclude , that the 
Aathor of this £piftle..was indeed an Apsffle, 
becaiife otherwile. the Genenizal and Apofteli- 
cal Authority of this part of the New Tefta- 


went might be cali’d in queftion. 
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348° Tbe Contents of S.J AMES's Gentral-Epiptie, @c. 
The Contents of the General Epiftle fS.JA MES. a c 3 
teacheth, That. Saving Faith muft always be: 


Tie Apofle S. ¢ AME § having writ this 
Epifile-to the fcattered Believers of the. 
Gircumcifiony who had already been inftruéted 
in the Principles of the Chrifian Religion, 
and profefled the fame; we findthat herein’ 
he doth not fo exaétly treat of the Funda- 
mental srticles of Chriftianity, as the other 
Apofiles do in theirs: But becaufe fome of 
thefe believing Jews, began to defpontand be 
difcouraged, becaufe of the extream violence 
of Perfecution, and that others of them did 


not live in a fufficient conformity to the De-: 


Grin of Ghrift, his chief aim inthis Epifle 
feems to have been, partly to comfort and 
ftrengthen them againft thofe Miferies and 
Afiitions they Jaboured under; and partly. 
to exhort them to joyn a Holy, Religious, and. 
Chrifian Gonverfation , to the outward Pre-: 
faffion of Faith in FefusChrift. To this pur- 
pofe, (after the Infcription) he exhorts them 
to Patience under the Grofs, which commonly 
accompanies the Profeffion of the Gofpel, re- 
prefenting the goodand faving Fruits {pring- 
ing from thence ; and teacheth, That Wifdom 
being the Gift of GOD, is to be fought for of 
him alone ; Fhat when any one is Tempted to. 
f™, itis not GOD that tempts him , but his 
own Luf ; That it is not fufficient to Hear 
the Werd of GOD, but that it muft be expreft 
ia out Afions and Praéice; and declares. 
wherein true and pure Religion conlifts, Cd. 1.: 
He proceeds to exhort them , not to acce 

and regard the Perfons of the Rich; to the. 
undervaluing or defpifing of the Peor; and. 


, 


accompanied with geod Works, becaufe Fej 
without. Works: is dead Chap. 3. He ee 


and reproves. thofe who rafhly or arrogantly 


take upon them, to inftrn& rre&t others - 
exherts to bridle the Zoxgue, “fhewing. whae a 


powerful Inftcument ic is, either of much - 


good or great mifchief, and. that ivi 

Wifdors conffts in Mecknels and Pesan 
neft, being an utter Enemy. to Envy, Strife. 
Partiality, and Hypocrify, Chap. 3. He ex: 
neftly prefleth them carefully to avoid Evil 
Lufis, by reprefenting. to them the mifchies 


vous effects of them ; and exhorteth chem.tg: 


Humility and true Repentance; and.to- avoid 
all evil Speaking and Judging of others: re: 
proves thofe who frame Worldly defigns and 
projects, and ee themfelves in the imagi- 
nary fuccefs of them, without having.an Eye 
tothe uncertainty of humane Life,: . or. 

fuperintendence of the. Divine Providence 
to which they ought .co commit themfelves 
and all their. affairs, Chap. 4, He feverely 
threatens the. Rich,.who abule their Riches, 
and opprefs the Poor; and exhorts the poor 
by many arguments, patiently to faffer the 
Injuries of the Rich ;. ftraitly forbids all 
Swearing ; teaches. thofe.who are affliGed 
and difeafed , what they ought-to do for. 
their. comfort, and recovery; fheweth the 
wonderful power of Prayer, and how. greata. 
age it i to redace. a ftraying Brother to: 
the Truth,  wtetiws eo aes “i 


ot 


The LIFE of SS. JUDE. ... 


Th Saint Jude , otherwife called Thad. 
deus, or Lebbeus, is undoubtedly deli- 
vered tv have been the Brother of that Femes, 
called Zhe Fuft; and the Bifhop of Feru/alem, 
and confequently one of the Sons.of Fo/eps 
by his former Wife, fudas being certainly the 
Name of one of the four; and he iscommonly 
called, Judas the Brother of Famer, to diftin- 
guith him from the Traytor J/ceriet. 

our LORD's Afcenfion, Thaddeus the Apofile 
is faid to have been fent by S. Zhomas to Abe 
gern, Governour of Edeffs; and it is the 
sack general Opinion, that it was this Judas 


Sirnamed -Teaddaus ; for it is- certain there- 
was another Thaddeus; one of the 70, who 
alfo- had- been:there before:. However it be, 
the general Account of his Zhevels, is, That 
he went Preaching ‘firft up and down in Js. 
dea, then vifited Semaria, Idumea, and fome 
Parts of Arabia; afterwatds, Syria, and Mea 
joes -and laftly (asthe forementioned 

uthor delivers) came to-Edefs, where per- 
fe€ting what the other Thaddeus had began, 
he died quiet in his Bed. On the other hand,Do- 
rothews xeports, Thathe was {lain at Berytus, 


and honorably Basied. there, The Waites, 


the Infcription and 





The Contents of S. J UDE’s General. Epiftle, &c. 


the Latin Church agree in general , That 
oO rvelling into Perfia after a hood fuccefs of 
his Mini fry for many years , at laft (for en- 
veighing againft the a tir og of the 
Magi) he was by their: uggeltion _and defigns 
put to a cruel Desth. Thicte is only one 
Gmeral Epifile , that: is -diteSted-to all Chri- 
fians in general, own'd to be of his writing; 


349 
and this for along time was fufpe&ed, as 
quoting an 4 sane Book , called the 4pe- 
calyps of Each ; but at laft (upon better con- 
fideration, ) it was received as Canonical. 
The main {cope of it is, ‘to dehort Chriftians 
from giving way to the Errars of the Gno- 
ficks, and‘ the debauched Principles of Simon 
Magus. - | - 


© The Contents of the. General Epiftle of S.J U DE. 


To Apofile S. Jade following the Example 
. and Method of S: Peter in his 2d Epi- 
fle, wrote this, to exhort Believers to Per- 
feverance and Conftancy in the Feith, and 
to forearm them -apainit falfe Zeecherts and 
profane Sceffers, 1. And accordingly et 
Salutation, 3. Tie ex- 
horts them:-to contend earneftly forthe Feith, 
and: gaol war the neceflity of it, becanfe 
many ungodly Men were creptin amon 
them, - And declares the horrible Panith- 
ment, and ‘Divine Vengeance that is prepared 


‘ for fuch, confirming it; by the example of 


the Rebellious Ijraelites in the Defers, 6. The 
Apiftate Angels, 7. And_the Isbabitants of 
Sedem and Gomorrba, 8. He defcribes th 


Seducers by their defpifing and Dominion, 
The LIFE of S. 


Tie ‘among ‘the 4 Sons which 3e/pb 


had’ by “his firft Merriage, one was.cal-. 


led Simon, isnot deny’d ; but that this was the 
fame Simon is not made out from any fub- 
ftantial Authority. Some will have him, be- 
caufe he is ftyled in the Catalogue of the 
Apoftles, Simon the Canaanite, to be of Cans 
in Galilee ; others (upon the fame confidera- 
tion) make him that Bridegroom, whofe Nup- 
tial Solemnity our LORD honoured with his 
prefence ; whereas:in trath, he was firnamed 
Canaanite rather from his Temper, which 

robably was hot and fprightly, thanfrom 

is Country. Censanite being in Hebrew, what 


| Zelotesis in Greek, which fignifies Zeal ; or 


elfe. from - a’ particular’ -Se& ‘among the 
ews, called the Zelots. : But grofs is the 
miftake of thofe who will have him the fame 
gerfon. with Simen Son of Cleopher, and Suc- 


and {peaking evil of Dignities, 11. And by 
their following the way of Cain, of Beleans, 
and of Gerah, 12. That they are the Spots 
of Ghrifian Communios , Slaves.to their. 
Lufts, inconftant; and wandring Sters to- 
whom Eternal Darkusfs is referved, 14. 
Which he confirms by the Prophecy of Enech. 
16, Enumerates more of their Qualifications, 
and affures them: that thofe were the falfe 
les had warned 


Teachers of whom the “ 
them, 20. He again prefleth the fame Exhor- 


tation to perfeverance in the Faith, backing 
it with the promife of Eternal Life, 22. And 
to endeavour the recovery of fuch as are fe- 
duced, 24. Shutting up all with a Doxology 


ef to GOD our Savienr. 


SIMON the Zealot. 


ceffor in the ao sees to coup it . 
uf. Bein into the Apofkefbip, he 
ced vith his Brethren till their difper- 
fion upand down the World into their feve- 
ral Provinces ; and then he is faid to have - 
taken his Journy to Egypt, Gyrene, and other 
parts of dfrica; thence thré Mauritania, 
and all Lybie, and laftly, to have come over 
into ‘the Weftern J/fend:, and in particular 
into this Ile of Great Britain, where after 
he had Preaehed; and: wrought many Miré- 
cles) and undergon a-world of Troubles and : 
Difficulties, he (affered Martyrdom, aS iscon- . 
fidently affirmed by Nicephorus and. Derethe- 
us; and thisis confirmed by the.Greck Meno. . 
logies, which tell’ us, that he went at laft to 
Britain, where having revealed the light of 
the Gefpel to many; he was Crucified by the . 
Infidels, and Buried there... ete 


Thee 
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which was in che year 2992, ‘and contains his permitting the Yess to Return, and ends 


es tk en 4 pee ae. ae ase 3 eee ; brif 
days. The seb. Period at the Birth -of our Sevieur Jefus Chrift, 
The LIFE of Ss MATTHIAS. aig Jar a Peateeg of tlie Temple, and which was in, the es ne sootains 
: : acs a : Beh ’ wae 3 : e e ? 5 
_ endsat the Jewifo Captivity, which was in $33 years : : H mith the 
OF the Parentage and Birthplace of this Buried near the Temple of the Sut. Anantie the year.3468, Cyru: then oe rae leave pile se ae ne a ere 
WF Apofele, we have no account either in ent Martyrelogy relates him.to be apprehend- to Return ; and this <ge, ag hecir ? oe P 
périptare, or elfewhere; he was ele&ed into ed: for a Bla/pheser by the Jems, and by 476 years. The 6th Peried begins at Cyrus | 
the Apoftolick Office after our LORD's Afcen- them Stoned, and afterwards Beheaded. The - 
fom, by the reft ofthe Apofties intothe room Greek Offices obferve, that as Judes was : aan CHAP. I. 


st vest Meares, and ated te hanged on a Tree, fe Matthias his Succeflor 
aving Spent fome time in Judes, (notto in- fuffered upona Gros. His Bod: f . 

Gift upon the fabulous relation of his Preach- having been kept a long time at Serifule : The jirkt P. eriod, or Age of the World. 

ing in Macedonia, and efcaping the'effe&s of . was Tranflated thence by Helena the Mother oe 

a Poyfonous Cup given him for Experiment, of Conflantine the Great, to Reme, where 


* i iginal of the World, 
and curing 150 perfons that had-drank of it fome parts of it are fhewed at this day, with N Ow to come to a pe Account ee a Parents, and 
before;) he. is by Greek Writers faid.to have great Veneration: others will haye it. that OE every oe ee the fh ks of the Birth and Death of the ancient 
Travelled Eaftwards. Nicephorus faith into they, were brought to Zriers in Germany and the firft- place, we have ah _ _ oN pak 
higher Athigpia ; and Sopbronsus into lower there fill preferved bis Anniverfary : which deciphred'to us by oe ae rae es . 
one ; a if Be iene he pace wate Hy yy ceeen Churches celebrate on the 24h which comprehends all that the Scrip 

¢ Chien, xt, it mult be Cappadocsa, fince of Febraary, but is kepe by. the Greek Church : : 
his. principal cefidence is delivered to have in Auguf, as a pe by de Greek pak The Table of the Firft Age of the World. 
been at the confluence of the River 4pfarus, gies. There hath been Publithed, under the . 


near the Haven Hyfas. To be fure in his Name of this pele a Gofpel, mentioned 
















: aes e G 
Travels be met with many troubles and diffi- Esfebius, and others of the ancients, but con- Fe > esl]. 

. culties, and: fell among ‘a fort of barbarous demned by Pope. Galafus, as having hae |S Slz = C ce 
and untraGable people, by whofe hands.in rejetted by divers before him; likewife cers y~ <1 | oth |S 
rhe end hefuffered Martyrdom, Anno Dom. 61. tain Traditions cited by Clemens <lexandri- SF eKHS3yzT |SF 
Though firft he had the gogd fuccefsto bring sus, by which the Nicolaitans, Marcienites, Sel SiS TLR IES 
over tothe Faith great Numbers. Dorothe- and Valentinians patronize feveral of theic yale ais = os 
ws tells us, he died at Sebaftople, and was erroneous Tenets. | sips aces re 

| lt. ddam i 1 |t30 
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The Divifton of the Ages of the World. = 1 Temech | 874't82 | 598177" 

TF Wo Hofe that are not willing to take the 1 Month and 26. Days: Th tried ear of the 
. trouble ‘upon them, which a tho- begins at ‘the Sealing ef tis Bane deg Mundi, This Table makes all things Noab who was eon aa eo yea Gions 
A. rough inquiry into Antiquity re- to fay, from the year 1657, and endsat the mag = by which we fee the Age of the World. But hee 4 fof the World, it will be 

the profoundelt ce ee their, Studies in Call of brabem; which was in the year yey ee Patrierchs, the time in which they in this Persed, sake a farther: Enlargement. 
pd adit ner refearches: of Chromplegy, byt 2083, and contains 426 Years, 4 Menths Ten the time wherein they beganto convenient to yt ay any thing touching 
content themfelves with, a general view. of an 18 Days. The. 3d Period; begins at the edger how many years they eee of he fill eek and Hiftory of 
‘things, may be pleafed to take notice, Thiat Call of Abraham; and ends at the deliverance oe ds, and. what Age they,wercof when the Journal of being treated ofin the begin- 
Foe oe che inided into.7 days, Lo.all the of the Jraclite:, from their ‘Bgspiale tree Shay. died’ “The Scviptwre hath exaGlly mark- the ‘Crearie, it be Fpament, to wit, the fz 
cime from the Creation of the World tothis age, which was in the year 2517 and con. = I thefe -Circumftances; and from ning of the fappofe that the common 
day, is divided into 7 Perteds or Agei. The tains 430 ‘years. The “gth Period begins at ed out ois that we have taken whatfoever is days Work; wel PP ich began .with the 
firft Period begins at the Creation, and ends the Ghildren of Tfrael’s coming out of Egypt _— do n: from thence it is that: we know Year of the Jee the Egrieas of stan, 
at the Deluge, and contains 1656 Years, and ends at the Founding of Solemon’s Temple, hie reed in the year of the World Month of Zifri, with, Was 


which 1656, being-it hapned in the Goorh year of 
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was alo that of the Patrisrchs, and of the . Families, and his own, Gen.4. 1, 2, Ge. This 
Creation. So that in the fixth day of this firfk Fratricid hapned about the Year of the World 
Month, which partly anfwers to our Septem- 130, in which Seth was born, whom GOD 
‘ber, and partly to Oéfober, dam and Eve, fubftituted to our firft Parents, in the place 
were created after the Image of GOD, inthe of bel, Gen. 4.25. Jofephus pretends, : that 
‘Eve of the firft Sabbath, which is our Fri- Seth ere&ted ewo different Columns, the One 
day; GOD having bleffed and fan&tified the of Brick, the other. of Stone, on which he 
following, to be the Day ofhis Ref. 8days wrote Aftronomical Obfervations, to be pre- 
ater (according tothe moft common Opi- ferved to Pofterity. “Tis certain, that Serb 
nion) they finned againft GOD, and were apply’d himfelf to Péety, and all manner of 
driven out of Parawice, tho’ comforted by Vertues, otherwife than che Men of histime: 
the Evangelical Promife, That the Seed of and that Mofes having -faid little of the curled 
‘the Woman fhould bruife the Serpents Head, Race of Cain, Gen. 4. 5. fets ona particular 
Gen. Chap. 1, 2, 3. deduction of the Defcendents of Seth ; it being 
Cain ‘was ‘born in the firft Yearof the fromhim that all Men, fince the Hood, draw 
World 3 Aéel in the fecond, each with their their Original. 
Female to be. their Wives; ‘tis faid Cain’s OF seth, Aged. 105 Years, and who lived 
was called Calmanna , and Abel’s, Delbora: moreover 807, was born Enos, in the Year of 
Thefe irregular and inceftuous Marriages, the World 235, under whomthofe who made 
as now accounted, were not fo then, asbe- with SethaProfeflion of Piety, as the Chil- 
jng in the firlt {pring of Nature; GOD dren of GOD, began to feparate themfelves 
allo defigning of one Blood to make all fromthe profane Cansanites, to attendhis pure 
- ‘Mankind, and derive it from the fame Foun- fervice, Gen 4.26. © 5.6. 7. 
tain, 4517. 26. "Tis not to be doubted, Of Ens, Aged go Years, was born Kenan, 
but fince the Birth of thefe two, tothatof sno Mundi 325, of Kenan Aged 70, Mabaleel 
Seth, Eve had more Children, of each Sex, inthe Year 395, and ofhim Aged 65, Fared 
andin this firft-fivitfulnefs of Nature, more in the Year 460. Gen. 5.9, Gre. 
than one at a time; Whence arofe Cain’s | About this time the profane Lamec of 
fear after his Parricide, Gen. 4. 14. the ‘Race of Cain, fignaliz'd himfelf in im. 
Abel and Gain being now grown up, apply piety; being ‘the firft . that brought Bigamy 
themfelves, the firft to feeding Gattel, the in mode, contrary to the order, and inttitu- 
Jatter- to ‘the cultivating the Earth; and tion of holy Marriage, by which two were to 
worfhiping according (without doubt) to become one jelb, Matth. 19. -4,5,6. and 
-ghe Orders which their Father had recei- fhew’d himfelf to his 2 Wives; Heda and 
ved from .GOD: They offer different Sacri- Tj to be a bloody and violent Spirited 
fo according to their different Fun@tions ; man. Of Hades were born Jabal, whoinvent- 
ut GOD having given a particular Appro- ed the ufe of Tents for Shepherds, and Jubal, 
bation to the Sserifice and Piety of Abel , by who was the firft Inventer of Mufical Infiru. 
Fire, or otherwife, Cain conceived thereat, ments. OF Tila was born Tubalkain, who 
fo great a Grudge, that he refolved to kill was the firft Smith, and his Sifter Nebama, 
‘him. GOD reprehends him for this unjuft who is thought to have invented the Art of 
malevolency, remembring him of the Supe- Spinning and Weaving, Gen 4. 19, Ge. Not 
siority he had over his Brother, by Birth. that thefe 4 have been the firft Inventers 
right, and that Abel acknowledging it, as of thele Arts, fecing Gain and bel, for their 
he did, ought not to be the Object of his different Profeflions, had learnt of dam 
Hatred. Yet he perfifts in this wicked humer, fome ufe of Tents, Knives, Cifars, Spades, &c. 
draws his Brother apart (under pretence of but they may be properly faid to have polith- 
Kindnefs) and privately Murthershim.GOD ed‘ and bettered what they had received of 
calls him to account forit, condemnshim that kind. Thofe who think Mdoletry began 
to be punifh’d, and yet provides for the fe. foon in the World, do here fearch the rife 
curity ofhis Life; he retires into che Coun- of it, pretending that Zubeleain, whom Pe- 
‘try of Nod, there begets a Son named Henoc, ganifm made its Vulcan, as her Venus of 
and builds a City (to which he gives the Nebama, did forge Images; chat Jabal 
fame Name) by the affiftance, (without quef- built up Zabernacles for them , that Fubsl 


tion) of the reft of his Brethren, of their ferv'd them with his Orgens, and other Mu. 


Sick . 
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fik's gnd:Nahame adorn'd and closthed them 


with her Woollen and Linnen, 
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that from him was born Abraham, of whon: 


(and his Pofterity) Mofer undertook the Hi- 


In Ammo Mundi 622 0f Jared, Aged 162, fory, and notof the.other two. About the 


years,was ‘born the Patriarch Enoch,.a 
exemplary Piety, the 7th after Adam, and ene. 
lightned with Prophetical knowledge, Jude, v.. 


3q. Tho the Book heretofore publifhed un- 


der his Name (ftuft with divers Errors) isa 
fittitious ftory. Ae 
Of Encch,.Aged 65 years, was born dno 
Mundi 687, Methufalem. (who lived the longeft 
of all Men, to wit, 969 years) 235 years 
after his Birth , his Father Enoch in the 300 
years of his Life, (during which time hecon- 
ftantly attended the LORD) was carried up 
into Heaven, that he might not fee death, Gen, 
5-24, Hebr. 11.5. After the Death of adam, 
‘Anno Mundi 930, the taking up of Enoch in 
the year 987, and the déceafe of Serb. In. 
the yea 1042 Corruption flipt in amongft 
thofe who made a more particular _profeffion 
of the Fear and Service of GOD, by the 
Marriages they contrafted with the Canaanites 


~ and others ; -whence: came thofe fierce and 


impious Gidnts, Ged, 6. 1, 2, 4. which has 
furnifh’d Paganifi With thofe Relations of 
Gigantemachia, © 0 
To Methufslem (aged 3187 years, in the. 
year 874, which :wa¢ 113 years before the 
ranflation of Endch, and of Lamech,aged 182° 
years) was born Nod, in Anne Mundi 1056, 
and who was this named by his Father, as 
expe&ting fomething great and falutary from 
him, Gen. 5.29. and in effe 
not the Mefias, who psi and gives Life 
and Reftto our Sonis, 
and Figure of him. 

Under Nosh the Herald, or Preacher of 
Righteoufnefs, 2 Pet. 2. 5. Corruption came to 
its perfetion, and GOD began to denounce to 
Men the refolution of deftroying them ; yet 
allowing them the term of 220 years to 
Repent, Gen. 6. 3. Noah, aged so00 years, 
and roo before the Flood, began to have his 
three Sons, Gen. 5. 32. and 6. 10. Japhet was 
the eldeft, Ges, 10. 2g. who was born in the 
year 1556, or 1557. Shem, the fecond, born 


inthe year 1558; and. Cham, the youngeft, | 


9. 24. one or two years after; for in 


Gen. ' 
thar. the Genealogy of Shem is recited the. 


laft, Gen. 10. 20. and 11, 10 . isnotbecaufe he 


was the laft amongft thefe 3, as when he is. 


fometimes. named the firft, doth not prove he 
was the eldeft; but becaufe to his Family, 
was reftrain’d the Promife of the Mefias, and 


&, tho he were. 


e was however the Zpe 


of. time of the Birth of Noah's 3 Children, he 


was commanded by GOD to build the 4%, to. 
eferve inhis Family the Seeds of Human 
ind, with all the feveral fpecies of. Animals, 
which GOD would caufe to come there, 


-whereby to replenifh the Earth after the 
“Deluge, Gen. 6.13, &c. During the Life of 


Noah, his Father Lamech died, aged 874 
years, and in the yearof the World 1651, 
which was s5 years before the Flood; and 
Methufalem his Grandfather, aged 969 years, 
in Anno 1655, being at theend of the year, 


‘or atthe beginning of 1656, which was 


about a Month before the Deluge began. 
Noah then inthe 600 year ofhis Life, the 
Aoo of Japhet, 98 of Shem, 97 of Cham, 
and the World 1656, entered into the. Ark 
with his Wife, his 3 Sens and their Wives, 
being but 8 Perfons, 1 Pet. 3. 20. in the 2d 
Month of the year partly anfwering our 


Offober, and pattly our November, the 17th 


day of the Month, ‘in which the Deluge began, 
which increafed for go days, Gen. 7.11, 12, 
17,&c. It’s not to be doubted, but that this 
Deluge was univerfal (Mofes having affirmed it 
in exprefs terttis) atid drown’d all Living 
Creatures, Gen. 7. 19, 20,21, @c. And becaufe 
that if any place of the Earth was to have 
been exempted, GOD perhaps would have 
fent Nesh and his Family thither, together 
with the reft of the Living Creatures, which 
he defigned to fpare, without condemning 
them tofo long and incommodious a Prifon 
in the “rk, during one while year. ; 
The Deluge lafted a year and ro days; 
it increas’d, and contiriued in its higheft de- 
gret 150 days,Gen. 5. 24. at the end of which 
the Waters began. to decreafe; fo that on 
the 17th of the 7th Month, anfwering partly 
to our March, anid partly to our April, the 
Ark refted on the Mountain of Ararat in 
Armenia: On the 1ft day of the roth Month 
of the year, the tops of the higheft Mexn- 
tains began to difcover themfelves ; 40 days 
after Noah {ent out a Raven, and then a Dowe | 
7 days after, to fee whether the Earth dried, 
without being certainly informed ; but 7 days 
_after the Dove returned with an Olive-Leaf, 
whereby the Patriarch knew that the Waters 
abated ; and being fent out the third time 
(7 days after) he returned nomore. Then. 
on the firft day er the year 1657, with which 
: ieee eae 


began 
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began the year 6o1 of Noah, the Earth was fet footon the Earth, he buile an iter, and 


wholly dried ; whereupon the Patriarch took offered his Secrifce to the LORD, wh . 
off the Cover fromthe “rk, and thus pro- mis’d him, there fhould be no more fach s 


bably let go the Fowis; but he waited for 
the Divine Appointment to go out himfelf ; 
which he received, and obeyed the 27th day 
ofthe 2d Month ; and as foon as ever he 


Floed ; and eftablith’d the Bow,that is, the Raine 
bow in the Heaven for his infallible Seal there- 
of, Gen. 8. 1, Ge. and 9. 13, 13. | 


CHAP. I. 


Of the Second Period, 


E have already obferved , that the 
Second ge of the 


or Age of the World. 
This following Table detlares the number of 


World begins at Years contained in the fucceffion of the e- 


prt ct eee and the Call pe Sd tert So 3 ne thofe bs the 
mm; that is to fay, ic begins in the firft “ge, and how many years they lived one 
year of the World tess ad ends in the year after saaien om : 


2083, thereby containing in all 426 years. 


hos 

| nafs Se 
sx, : 
% oO;7 a 
Sz S/R) 
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All appears ey clear in this Table. We 
find in the 4 firit of thefe Parriarchs , tliat 
the years ofthe life of Man, were at that 
time. become half in half-fhorter than before, 
and that the 6 following Patriarchs were 
yet fhortér Liv’d by half than the 4 pre- 
ceding, Moreover the following: Zable will 
fliew. us, how long they lived: one with ano- 
ther.. But before we proceed tothe 3d Period, 
we fhall make a further enlargement on this, 

Anno. Mundi 1657, Nosh having began 





The Table of the Second Period, or Age of the World. 






anew Epoche by Prayer and Sacrifices; and! 
received new Orders and Promifes, applies 
himfelf to <griculture, drefles the Vines is 
inebriated with his Mut ; is derided by Cham 
and Canaan, his youngeft Son and Grandfon ; 
and in fine, dies Aged 950 years, being 350 
years after the Delyge, Gen. 9. 20, Ot. 
Seeing the Families of his 3 Sensto multiply 
exceedingly, he divided to them the Earth, 
which alfo they diftin@ly Peopled by their 
Pofterity ; To: Japhet he gave sail to 

' Shem, 
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Shem, fis, and to Cham, Africa ; which 
may be gathered from what Mier recites, 
Gen.t0. 1. @c. But to fay fomething parti- 
cularly of the Family of Shem, at the Age of 
an 100 years, being 2 years afters the Mood, 
Arphaxad was born to him in the year 1658, 
if we take thefe 2 years after the Deluge 
begun, or 1659, if we take them after the 
Deluge was over. Shem furvived 500 years 
the Birth of his Eldeft Son, and died aged 600 

ears. 
Arphanad begets Selah at the age of 35 

ears, and died in the year 438 of his life : 
biwen Arphaxad and Selah, feveral reckon 
Cainaaz as Son of the firft, and Father of the 
fecond, Luke 3.36. But the moft able Chre- 
nologifts acknowledge, That Cainaen without 
and againftthe Authority of the Original 
Hebrew Text, has been firft inferted in the 
Greck Text of the Old Teftament, by fome 
Tranferiber, and from thence into feveral 
Copies of S. Luke's Gofpel ; for all of them 
haveit not. Selah at 30 years old begets He- 
ber (from whofe Name feveral think the He- 
brew Tongue is {o called, as being conferv’d in 
his Family after the confufion of Babel) and 
died aged 433 years. Of Heber, aged 34 years, 
was born Peleg ; after which, he lived more 
than 430 years, Gen. 11. 10, Gre. Peleg was 
thus mmad, becaufe thatin histime the Earth 
was portioned out, Gen. 10. 25. either for that 
his Birth inthe year of the World 1757,being 
roo yeas after the Food, falls into the time 
of the confufion of Languages; or that his 
Father Prophetically impofed. on him this 
Name,becaufe this fhould happen in his time, 
tho atthe end of his days; or whether we 
are to believe a double divifion of the Earth, 
the firft by a bare projeé&t, which was fairly 
carried on under the dire&tion of Nosh, be- 
tweenthe 3 Brethren ; in purfuit of which,to 


enlarge and extend themfelves,they camefrom y 


Armenia, to encamp in the Land of Shinar : 
The od effe&tive, which has -neceffarily fol- 
lowed. the Confufion of Languages. "Tis cere 
tain that under Peleg, and during his Life, 
was firft undertaken the Enterprize of the 
Tower of Babel, which GOD overthrew by the 
Confufien of Languages, Gen. 11. 1, 2,3, &c. 
ad, Nimrod the Son of Chas, and Cham’'s 
Grandfon, who perhaps was the firft Author 


’ of this haughty defign, began by Babe/, and 


other places builtinthe Country of Shinar ; 
that is, Chaldea ; the eftablifhment of his 
Tyranny, Gen. 10. 8, 9, 10, 3d, Departing out 


of Chaldes, to enlarge it, he paft into the 
Country where fur (who wasapparently the 
2d or 3d Son of Shem, tho Helam, and he is 
mentioned before Arphaxad,Gen. 10. 24.) had’ 
brought his Colony, and there built Nineveth 
after the Name of hisSon Ninus: And more- 
over other Cities, as fo many Forts or Gittadels 
of his Dominion, Gew. 10. 11, 12. 

O£ Peleg, aged 30 years was born Rebs ; 
of him (aged 32) Serug, and of him (atthe 
age of 30) Nachor, and of Nachor (at 29 years) 
Thares,who was the Father of Abraham, Gen. 
11. 18, &c. Now from the ending of the 
Flood tothe Birth of Phaleg, there is too years ; 
and from the Birth of Phaleg to that of Thares 
121,that being in the year of the World, 1757, 
and this in the year 1878. °Tis faid (Gen.11. 
27.) that Theres atthe age of 79 years begat 
Abraham, Nachor, and Haran. Now as ‘tis 
certain they were not all born at 2 time; fo 
tis. apparent from Scripture, that Haran was 
the eldeft, Nachor the 2d, called by his Grand- 
fathers Name, and 4brabamthe 3d, altho he 
be called the firft, as well on account of the 
Reputation of his Perfon, as for that he was 
the Root of the People of GOD, and the Fax. 
ther of the Faithful. 

Haran died in Chaldea.Gen. 11. 28. leaving 
1 Son, to wit Let, and 2 Daughters of which 
Milcah was married to her Uncle Nachor, 
Gen. 11. 29. and Grandfather to Rebecca, 
Ifaac’s Wife, Gen. 24.47. As to Abraham, 
he was younger by 59 or 60 years, than his 
eldeft Brother ; he wasBorn inthe 130th year 
of Thares, in the year of the World 1808, 
and 75 years before the Death of his Father : 
For Abraham was aged 75 years when he 
went out of Haran, to come into Canaan Gen. 
12. 4. and not having left Haran till after the © 
death of Thares, A&ts 7. 4. who had lived 205 
years,Gen, 11. 32. he muff be born inthe 130th 
ear of his Father; and thus the Birth of 
Abrabam terminates it felf in 2008. 

Abraham then lived with Zhares his Father 
75 years, feeing that Zhares died in the year | 
2083 ; with Serug 41, feeing he died in the 
year 2049; with Rebs 18, feeing hediedin | 
inno 2026 ; with Heber, who died in the year 
2187, 1793 121 with Selah, who died in the . 
year 2129 ; with Aphaxad, who died in the 
year 2096, 88; with Shem 150, feeing he 


died in the year 2158 ; but not with Nosh, ~ 


who died aged 950 years, 2 years before the — 

Birth of Abraham, feeing he departed this — 

Life in the year of the Warld 2006. We | 
Uus2 fhalt 
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fhall not take much Notice here of what the 
Jews have afferted, touching Serug, that he 
was a Painter; and of Thares, that he wasa 
Statuary, and employed himfelf in making 
of Idols ; and concerning braham, that ha- 
ving been condemn’d tobe burnt alive in the 
Fire which the Chaldeans worfhipped , for re- 
proving them of their Idolatry, he was mi- 
raculoufly delivered thence. But, tis certain, 
Thares went out of Ur of the Chaldeans with 
Abrabam, Sarah, and Lot ,Gen. 11. 31. by rea- 
fon of the Idolatry committed there, and the 


An: iftorical Chronology. 


Perfecution ghey underwent ; and in obedien 

to the Cad, Which GOD had given dwibnn, 
who probably perfwaded his Father to obey, 
and follow it, Gen. 12. r.and 15. 7. and dis 
7. 2. they came into Méfopotamia to Haran, 
where Nachor came and found them. This 
Sojourning in Haran lafted with Abrakam for 
5 years ; for Zhares being dead at the end of 
this term, Abraham (who was already on his 
Marchto come into the Land which GO D 
would fhew him) departed by his order to 
come into Canaan, aged 75 years, Gen. 12 


o 


Of the Third Age, or 


EE hath been already declared, that this 
| Third Age of the World began atthe Call 
of Abraham, in the year ‘of the World 2083, 
and ended at the Children of Jfrael’s going 




















Jacob born in the Goth year of Ifaac’s Age, 
Ifbmael dies in the 137th year of his A 





i born of Leah; ——— 





Ifaac dies 12 years after the felling of Fofeph 





Lew: dies . 


Mofes. born, 


——, 














he Jraelites going out of Egypt, ——— 
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Abraham came into Canaan, Thares being dead — oe ——rameemnn {208 3,427] © 
[bmael born in the year of Abrabam’s Agé 86. ———————-—_—-»m==120941438] 11 $419 (1910 
Ifaac born in the year of Abraham's Age 100, ———2——— emnmniemnen 12 1081452] 25 | 
Taac wean'd at 5 years old, and Ifomael turned out, ot ee meme 3145 71 30 $400 17801 
ifaac takes Rebecca to Wife in the goth year of his Age, 





Abraham dies being 175 years old, 15 years after Jacob’s Birth2183]527]100 | 330 1821 
hi Qe, ae wenn 2 3115751148 | 282117731 
Facob flies to Laban at 77 years old, and ferves 20 years, m2 2.4515 891162 | 268 ' 759 
He marries Leah, and afterwards Rachel, at 84 years old, : 
‘ oo ERNE Senay poem |? 26545 OOM 7 2 258 iy 
Jofeph born Of Rachel, meme mmmmrm ens ne eenee emmemene 19 2 50 503 176 aralteee 
Jacob retutns to his Father after 20 years. Service with Laban, 
efeph fold at 16 years old, and ferves Potiphar, ——-———- ——- 2.2. 76620193 | 237 (1728 





ofeph is prefented to Pharaoh at 30 years of Age , =—— ——~ ——[2 289163 3/206 | 22411715 
acob goes into. Egypt at 97 years of Age, ———_ seer ame 1229816421215 f 2105 11.70 
aceb dies at 147 years old, having been in Egypt 17 years, —--—--]23151659}238 | 198 11688 
Jofeph diesafter he had Ruled in Egypt 80 years, —————— ~—-— 2 369|713}236 | 14411635 








He flies to Jethro, and ferves 40 years, mmm — mee mm on 4 7318 1713.90 


Period of the World. 


out of Bypt, which was 430 years after, 

The following Table declares a great 
part of what hapned moft confiderable in that 
time. 
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Alt that which is taken notice of in this 
Table is taken from the Scripture it felf, and 
confequently admits of no doubt ; only this 
refle&tion isto be made upon all the forgo~ 
ing Tables, that as dam lived 56 years 
with Lamech, Lamech 93 years with Sem, 
Sem 50 with ifaac, and Yaec 33 with Levi, 
who was the Father or Grandfather of Mofes, 
his Mother named 3Jacobed, whom for cer- 
tain he had feen. It is apparent that Mofes 
wrote nothing which was not in the memo- 
ry of Man, fince he was not above 4 or 5 
Generations from Adam. Ifaac likewife 
lived in their time, that had known thofe 
Perfons that faw the Deluge, which confe- 
quently he-could not be ignorant of, no 
more than what paft at the Creation could 
be unknown at the time of the Deluge , 
fince there were People then living , who 
had feen thofe that knew ddam himfelf. 
So ddam could not be unknown to. Noah, 
and Sem, nor they to Abraham or Facob, 
nor Jacob to Mofes, efpecially at a time when 
there were no Hiffories which men could 
make ufe of, or have recourfe unto. We 
fhall make a further enlargement on this 
Age or Period of the World, which is. as fol- 
loweth. 

. In the 7oth year of Abraham, and of the 
World 2078, he began his Travels, which 
continued for the {pace of 105 years, which 
was to the end of his life, Gew. 25.7. And 
from the vocation of the Patriarch, and the 
beginning of his Travels, till the depar- 
ture of the Jfraclites out of Eg7pt, are found 
the 430 years mentioned, Exod. 12.40. Ga- 
lations 3.17. of which the firft 215 are for 
Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, and the other 215 


- for the abode and fervitude of their Pofterity 


in Egypt: Yet here is found fome difagree« 
ment between the moft.exa& Chronolgifts ; 
for fome begin the 430 years only at the 
year 75, and others at the year 85 of the 
Patriarch ; but we are for keeping to what 
beft agrees with the Text of Scripture, begin- 
ning from the Birth of JIfaac, in the year 
160 of his Father, and the 400 fpoken of, 
Gen. 15. 13. Als 7. 6. 

Abram being entred. into Canaan, paft on 
as far as Sichem, and the Plain- of Mores, and 
pitched. his Tents after the manner of the 
Nomades in the Kelds, which perhaps then 
not belonged to any one, the Country being 
not much peopled ; and from thence he fets 
forth towards the Eaft of Bethel. Here in. 
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his firft Poft GOD appeared to him, and pro~ 
mis'd the Country to his Poferity, where 
he erected an ditar, and worfhipped, Gen. 12. 

»7,8, Bue as he advanced towards the 
South, the Famine makes him defcend into 
Egypt, whence he departs, extreamly obliged 
3 ie King, who detligned to elpoufe his 

ife (which by a Criminal weaknef is faid 
to be his Sifter) but he was divinely hindred 

from it, 12, 10, @e. 

Abram and Let departing from Gharn, 
travelled for fome time together; bur by 
the difagreement of their Servants , they 
peaceably parted, the Unkle giving his choice 
to his Nephew ; perhaps, as repretenting his 
elder Brother, the Nephew retiring towards 
Sodom, and the Unkle fojourning between 
Bethel and Hai; where the LORD, appeared 
to him again, and encourages him by freth 
Promifes ; whence he fets forth to the Plains 
of Mamre , where he erefts an ditar, and 
makes fone flay, Gen, 13.1, 2, Ge. Whilft 
he abides here , feveral very confiderable 
things happen tohim. A War arofe berween 
4. Kings on one fide, viz. Amraphel of Cal- 
dea, Arjoc of Sufiana, Kedorlaomer of Perfia, 
and Tidbal of Nations; and s others on 
the other fide, viz. Berah of Sodom, Birfal 
of Gomorrha, Seinab of ddma, Scemeber of 
Tfeboim, and him of Tfohar. Thefe were all 
little Kings, and perhaps Sarrapes, that is, 
as it were Governours of Province: , under 
the great Monarchy of 4fjria. Thele fat 
had ferved 12 years to Naderliomer, in 
paying him fome ivéere; but in the 13th 
year they revolted. He gets to him 3 others. 
and having joyn’d. their Forces . tegether, 
they drive all before them, and obtain 
great Victories : The Revolters take the eld. 
with all their ftrength, but are beaten and 
put to flight, abandoning their Towns to the 
will of the Conqueror:, who there get great 
booty, and bring Lot along with ail his fub- 
flance. dbram receiving the News of this, . 
arms 318 of his Servants, and accomuanied 
with Mamre, Efcol; and Haver, which were 
Ammorreens, and his Allies, purtues thefe 
Pillagers, defeats them,.and recovers his Ne- 
phew, with all the Booty, and returns Visto- 
rious. 

' Melchifedec, King of Salem, who was alfo 
a’ Priéf# of the true GOD, who came beforz 
him with Bread and Wine, for the refrefh- 
ment of his Men, and to congratulate him 
for his happy fuccefs, and as in quality ofa 


Pris 
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Prizft, bleft him, and received from him 
the Tenths of the Spoils taken from the Enemy. 
The King of Sodom oftzred him all the Booty 
recovered, asking of himonly the Perfons 
brought back ; buc he generoutly refufed ir, 
contenting himfelfthat his 3 Allies fhould 
take their pare, Gex. 14.1, @c. This was the 
fuccefs of the firft, and moft ancient War re- 
cited in Scripture, after which GOD renewed 
to the Patriach his great Promifes, and con- 
firmed them by Federal Viétims, determining 
to him the time in which his Pofterity fhould 
be Strangers in the World, and oppreft by 
Servitude, and the People which they were 
to difpoffefs, to obtain the Country, Gen. 15. 
I, 2, OC. 

Sarah his Wife, impatient at her being 
barren, gives him Hagar her Servant, to 
be (as fhe fpeaks) edified from her Knees ; 
the finding her felf pregnant, triumph’d over 
her Mifire{i, who obliges her to fly ; but the 
4ingel of the LORD orders her to return, 
and according as he had cold her, the was 
delivered of Jfhmael, who was born to the 
Patriarch in the 6oth year of his departure 
from Caldea, dc. as mentioned in the fore- 
going Fable, Gen. 16. 1, Gre. being Anno 
Mund 2094. 13 years after GOD changed 
his Name of Abram to Abraham, and that 
of his Wife Sarai into sarah, enjoyns him 
to Circumcfe himfelf, and all that belonged 
to him, and promifes, That of Sarah thauld 
be born a Sox whom he fhould call J/aac, 
Gen. 17. 1,2, Gc. In the fame year Sarah, 
ased oo years, became pregnant, according 
ro the aflurances which GOD had lately 
given them both, Sodom, and the neigh- 
bouring Towus (conformably to what the 
{ORD had declared to the Puwtriarch,) are 
deftroyed by Fre and Brisflone, which GOD 
caufed to rain from Heaven, and their whole 
Verrirory changed into the Lake of 4phal- 
sitss. Lot is warned thence, having teftified 
an utter diflike of the impudent attempts of 
the Men of Sodom, who would abufe his 
Guefts (who were Angels in the fhape of 
tun) offering them his Daughtersto fatisfie 
their Lufs, rather than to fuffer the Laws 
of Ualpizsiity to be violated ; bur thofe to 
whom he had betrothed his Daughters, re- 
Futed to tollow him. His Wfe looking be- 
hind her out of trouble for the Goods fhe 
had left, is changed into .a Pilgr of Sale, 
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are delivered in their time, the 

and the other: of Benhammni, the Faeroe? 
{pettively of the Moabites and Ammonites 

Gen. Chap. 18, & 19. But brabans we 
fur off this horrid and difmal Neighbour. 
hood, and retires towards the South into 
Land of Gerar ; Abimelech being King 
thereof, takes Sara’ from him, who he faid 
was his Sifter ; but he is warned from GOD 
not to meddle with her, aud made to reftore 
her to her Husband, which he does With 
many Prefents, Gen. 20.1, 3, Ge. 


According to the Promifes of GOD, pe, 


was born in the hundredth year of his Fa- 
thers age, being 30 years after his depar- 
ture from Caldea, Anno Mundi 2108. The 
Child is Gircumcifed on the 8th day, grows » 
but is derided, and ill treated ,by Jfhmael- 
which. Sarah being not able to bear, his Moe 
ther and he are put out of the Houfe, and 
without the affiftance ofan gel, being in 
danger of perifhing with 7hirf, in the Defare 
of Beerfhebah ; but notwithftanding this dif- 
grace, he becomes great, efpoufes an Ezyp. 
tian Woman, brought to him by his Mother 
and {ets up his abode in the Defart of Paran, 
Gen. 21. 1,2, &c. About this time, Abimelech 
King of Gerar, attended with Picol, General 
of his Troops, treats a League which sbra- 
ham, for them and their Pofterity ; and 
reftoresto him the Weds of Beerfbebah, where 
he plants an Oak, there to perform Divine 
Rites, Gen. 21. 22, 23, Oe. 

To all thefe Profperities of the Patriarch, 
fucceeds a great proof, by the:command of 
facrificing aac on the Mount of Moriah, 
where he fignaliz’d his Faith and Obedience; 
and being hindred to execute it, atthe very 
point of flaying him, he returns home exceed- 
ingly comforted ; where lie hears good News 
of Nachors Family, his Brother, being multi- 
plyed in Mefopotamia, Gen. 22. 1, 2, &s. 


From Beerfhebah, where he made a confide- | 


rableftay, he returned towards Hebrox, whe 
Sarah died, Aged 127 years, being 37 vane 
after the birth of Jac, in the 137th year of 
Abraham, and of the World2i45, And her 
Husband buys of Hephron a Cave of Macpels 
for her Burial, Get. 23.1, 2,@%c. This Pur- 
chafe made by Abraham is well joyn’d, Ads 7. 
16. with that which Facob made fince near 
Sichem, Gen. 33. 10. Jofhua 24. 32. 

Three years afrerthe death of Sarah, Yaac, 


4c inceftuoufly pollutes hinfelf with his aged 40 years, efpoufed Rebecca, Labanc 


180 Datthers, who make him drank, and 


Sifter, the Daughter of Sethwel, whom his 
Fathers 
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fathers Servant wentto fetch in Mefoporamia, 


Gen, Chap. 24. & 25. 20. Abraham having 
married tis Son according to his defire, takes 
himfelf a 2d Wife, named Ketursh, of whom 
he had feveral Children, who being fent to- 
wards the Eaft, by their Fathers order, grew 
upin a fmall time, and were the Fathers of 
feveral People, Gen. 25. 21; Oc. ; 

Ifaac, 20 years after his Marriage, in the 
Goth year of his age, and the 160th of that 
of his Father, becomes by Rebecca, the Fa- 
ther of two Twins, Jacob and Efas, who 
ftrugeling in theis Mothers Womb (their quar- 
rel being elder than their Birsh) obliged him 
to confult on this Accident the Mouth of 
the ZORD, whether by <Abrabam himfelf , 
or Melchifedec, or by fome one of the Pa- 
trierchs, who were then alive, (as Sew and 
Heber ) and obtained for Anfwer, That 2 
People were in her Womb, and that the greateft 
would ferve the leffer ; as a prefage of which, 
when they were born, Jacob, who was the 
ad, took hold. of the Heel of the firft, who 
was Efau, Gen. 25. 21, &c. Abrakam having 
feen his Sons, two Twins, aged 15 years, he 
Departed this Life aged 175 years , anno 
Mundi 2183, and was honourably buried by 
‘aac and Ifsmael, Gen. 25. 6, rc. aac 
being fometime after preft by Femine, had 
orders not to go into Egypt, but to retire to. 
Gerar; Rebecca was not fo old, but that: 
Teac might well fay, fhe was his Sifter, left 
he fhould lofe his Life on her.account; but 
Abimelech (this being the common Name o 
the Kings of Gerar, as it feems of Picol, 
was that of their Generals). having obferved 
thro the Window, that Jfaec behaved him- 
felf cowards Rebecca. with greater freedom 
than is lawful with a Sifter, thereby he knew 
the was his Wife; reprehending him for 
ufing this difguifement, ftrifly prohibited all 
his People,.to offer him or her any abufe ; 


.yet at length , being jealous of his Profpe- 


sity, he made the Wells to be ftopt, which 
Abraham had digg’d, and entreating him to 
depart out-of his Country, he retreats much 
tower, caufed the #ells-to he cleanfed, which 
the Philiftins had ftopt up fince dbraham's 
departure; fees fome Conteft to arife on this 


occafion, between his Herd/men and thofe of 
‘done; fhe perfwades Jfsac to let. him go 


Gerar, and goes up unto Beefbebab. ‘There 
the LORD appeared unto him, and affured 
him..of his Favour; he there ereéts an Altar 
for his Service, where bimelech comes, and 
treats-an Alliance with. him,. according to the 
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terms of that which his Predeceffor had made 
with dbrabam, Gen. 26. 1, Gc. -Whilft thete 
things-hapned, Jacob and Efax became men, 
bot of avery different humour ; for Eau 
apply’d himfelf to Huxting, {pending his 
whole time in the Woods and Forel 3 whereas 
Facob led a fedentary and ftudious life. Efax 
returning from Hunting, being very hungry, 
and finding his Brother feerhing Broth , he 
was fo defirous of it, that he made over his 
Birthright to him, that he might fatiate 
himfelf therewith, Gen. 25. 27, Oc. This was. 
the firft a&t of his Prophanenefs ;, to which he 
added a fecond, viz. the taking at 40 years 
of Age, (which was the time wherein his Fa- 
ther was Married) 2 Heathen Women for his 
Wives, judith the Daughter of Beert, and 
Bafmath the Daughter of Zl, which was a 
great grief to his Father and Mother, Gen. 26. 
34.35- This was in 4amo 2208. Yet thefe 
2 Twins divided in fome fort the Affections 
of their Parents ;for Ifaac, who loved Venifon,. 
with which Efex often prefented him, had. 
more love for him ; but Rebecca, who it.feems. 
had in this particular a better underftanding,. 
was more inclin’d to Jacob; fo that Jaac 
being become old, and fo weak-fighted, that. 
he could no longer diftinguifh People ; (’tis. 
thought he was about 137; Anno 12423. 
r3 years before died his Brother Jhmael,. 
having left 12 Sons, who poffeft and. peopled 
all Arabia, Gen. 25. 12.) he defired to give 
his Blefling to Efau before he died, whereupon 
he declares to him ‘his intention, and fends 
-him to hunt for fome Mnifon for him.. 
Rebecca, who was hearkning at what paf;. 
immediately makes ready a Kid, and: drefles 
it according to her Husbands relith like:Veni- 
fou, wraps the Neck and Hands of Jacob with 
the Skin of the Xd, that in touching him he 
might take him for Efax, who was an hairy 


Man; and obliges Jacob in this drefs to pre- 


fent the Difhto his Father under the name 
of Efex, and to obtain the Biefling , which. 
accordingly fucceeded : For Efau being 1e- 
turned a while after from Hunting, found our 
the Deceit, weeps for vexation, defigns to kill 
Jacob as foon as. his Father was dead. Re- 
becca, as wellto prevent this Misfortune, as 
to hinder Yaceb from marrying, as Efau had 


into Mefopotamia, to Laban his Unkle, to 
feek there a Wife,Gen. 27. 1, Oc. and 28.1,&c. 
After that Jaechad difpatch’d him for this 
Voyage, with his. repeated. Blefling , E/au. 

feeing 
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feeing that his Heathen Wives difpleafed his of her Zabulon, who w. . 
Father and Mother, went towards Jjhmeel, that year; and a ‘while af aoe = : ath 


is, towards his Family ; for he was already 
dead, to efpoufe one of his Daughters, nam’d 
Makaleth, Gen. 28.6, 9, 8,9. She is called 
Bafmath, and his 2 other Wives are named 
Ada the Daughter of Elon, and dhilobama the 
Daughter of Hava, Gen, 36. 2, 3. it being 
likely the other had 2 Names, or rather, 
that being dead without Children, Efau fub- 
ftituted to them thefe 2 other Canaanites ; 
having hada particular Affeftion for her, who 
was called Bafmath, he gave the Name‘to 
ees Daughter, after he had taken her to 
Ire, 
The Bleffing of Facob, and his Voyage to 
Laban, being coincident withthe year 147 
of his Father Tfaae’s Life, muft be the 77th 
of his own, and the year of the. World 2245. 
In the Way, GOD appeared to him in a 
Dream by a myfterious Ladder, to affure him 


of his Prote&tion in his Travels, both for- 


wards, and in his return, Gen. 28. 11, Orc. 
Being arrived near Haren, he addreffes him- 
felf to Laban, familiarizes himfelf with Ra 
chel, is favourably received by his Uncle, in 
whofe fervice he engages himielf for 7 years, 
on condition of efpoufing his youngeft Daugh- 
ter ; but the time being come, he } 
put upon him, and 7 years more Service is 
exaéted ofhim for Rachel the younger ;. fo 
that in 7 days time he efpoufes them both, 
he himfelf being at$4 years of age, Anno 
Mundi 2252. His Father-in-Law gives each 


of his Daughters a Servant, Zilpa to Leah, - 


and Bilhato Rachel, who by order and. con- 
fent of their Mifrefés , ftrove who fhould 
have moft Children, and ferved the Patriarch 
as Concubines, And from thefe 4 Women (in 


Mefopotamia) he had 11 Sons, and : Daugh-. 


ter, Gen. 29. 30, Gc. and 31.1, Gc. Here is 
near the order of their Birth ; Reuben the 
eldeft of Leah, was born in the 8th. year of 
his Fathers fervice, Simeon in the 9th, Levi in 
the roth, and Judeh. in the 11th. Rachel 
ieeing this her Sifters Fruitfulnefs, was vexed 
with Envy, and by. Bilba her Servant obtains 
Dan in. the r2th year, and.in. the year after 
Nephthali,, Leah imitates her Sifter, and by 
Zilpah her Servant fhe. obtains Gad in the 
sath year, and bur in. the 13th, having 
allo during the pregnancy of her Servant, 
obrain’d of her Sifter Rachel, by. her Sons. 
Mandrakes, thar their common. Husband 


fhould lie that night with:her, and he begat 


has. Leah. 


Fofeph, of Rachel ; but Dinah, his * 
ter was born of Leah, after dene a 
accomplith’d, and in the rsth year of his 

abode with Laban; fo’ that Jofeph began: 
probably the 7th year of his Life, and Dinab 
the 6th, when he parted thence, For befides 
the 14 years’ Service given to Laban for his 
Daughters, he fuffered himfelf ftill to be- 
retained under certain Conditions,which were 
not obferved, Gen. 30. 31,2. And therefore 
at the end of 20 years, and by GOD’s exprefs 
Command, he leaves him without biddin 

him adieu, with his Wives, Children, an 

Gattel, Rachel fecretly {cizes on her Fathers 
Tutelar Gods, who being informed of Fate's 
Retreat, haftily purfues him, and overtakes 
him inthe Mountain of Gilead; but he is.dis. 


vinely hindered from offending him, and parts 


good Friends, Gen. 31. 1, Oc. 


Jaco being thus got clear of Labas, 


almoft. at the entrance of Canaan, Anno: 


Mundi 2265, and in the 97th year of his life,’ 
fends to advertize. his Brother Efau of his’ 
Return, who comes to meet him with 400: 


Hey of whom ae is pen He prepares 
im agreat prefent,.and caufing i 

with all his Family before him, rem a 
alone on this fide the Brook Javiok, and 
wreftles all Night with GOD, who bleffeshim 
and changes his name of 3 P 
Ifrael. Fhe next Morning thefe 2 Brethren 
meet, and Fraternally embrace, and fo part, 
Gen, Chap. 32. &.33. 

Efax, who is Edom, retires to the Mount 


of Seir, to which he was much addifted of 


along time,as isfeen Gen. 33.16, & 36. 1, &c. 
and where Mofes gives a long Lift of his 
Defcendents ; but Yacob marching Smal] Jour- 
neys takes his Poft at Succoth, on this fide 
Sodan, where he built a Houfe, and fet up 
Tents for his Cattel ; and ‘tis thought his 
abode here lafted a year and an half ; from 
thence he paffes over Jordan, an encamps 
near Sichem, where he purchafes an Inheri- 
tance, and ere&ts an Altar to the honour of 
GOD, Gen. 33. 17, 18,19, 20. 

The Jews imagin. his abode there was 
8 years and an half; but the laftyear was 
very grievous to him, by reafon that his 
Daughter Dinah, aged 15. or 16 years, was 
ravith’d and. violated by Sjchem, who endeae 
vours to make her amendsafter this: Affront, 
by demanding her, in Marriage. But ‘Jacob's 

Children 


efore him, remains. 


‘acob into that of 
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| Children deceive the Sichemites, by obliging 


them to be Circumcifed ; which thefe having 
admitted, Simeon and Levi, Brother: Germans 
of Dinah, enter intothe Town with Swords in 
their hands (and thefe poor People in the 
midft of their Dolours,being unable to defend 
themfelves) kill all the Males of them, and 
carry away much: Booty ; at which Jacob is 
greatly troubled, Gex. 34. 1,07. and 49. §,6,7- 
This Violence fo cruelly exercis'd, oblige 
him to depart from thence, and GOD (who 
affifted him) orders him to draw towards 
Bethel, where he had heretofore appeared to 
him, and there to remain. Before he fet on 
his Journey he reforms his Family, purging it 
of all Idolatrous Images, which he burns at the 
Foot of an Oak near Sicshem, Gen. 35. 1, 0%. 
Anno Mundi 2275. At Bethel died Debo- 
rab, Nurfe to his Mother Rebeccah, whether 
he had brought her from Mefopotamia with 


chim, or whether fhe was fent thither to call 


him thence, or whether from Jac, after 


Rebecca's death, fhe went in fearch of him to y 


Sichem,Gen.35. 8. But in parting from Bethel, 
to come to hisFather aac, who dwelt near 
Hebron, his dear Rachel, being big with Child 
the fecond time, was delivered inthe way of 
Ephrat, or Bethlehem, of her fecond Son 
Benjamin, and died, Gen. 35.16, &c. From 
thence he advances further towards Migdal- 
Heder , which was between Bethlebem and 
Hebron, where his Father refided ; and | there 
Reuben committed Inceft with Bilba his Mo- 
ther-in-Law, Gen. 35. 21, 22.and 49.3. As 
he made but fmall fournies, by reafon of his 
great Train, fo was his ftay inevery place 
very fhort; but at length he arrives in Hebron, 
where Haac was, and this was his laft Journy 
in the Land of Canaan. 

Fofeph was born to Facob in the 14th year 
of his fervice, and the grft of his life ; for 
jofeph was 30 years old when he appeared 
before Pharaoh, Gen. 41.46. and 7 years of 
Plenty, and 2 of Famine were already paft, 
fince the time that jacob came into Egypr, 
aged 130 years, Gen. 47. 9- which makes up 
our reckoning ; fo that Jofep being 17 years 
old, when he began tobe hated by his Bre- 
thren,Gen, 37. 2. Facob inthe 1ith year of his 
Return into the Land of Canaan, and which 
might be the firft of his more near approaches 
to his Father, Gen. 35. 27. muft be aged about 
108 years, And this age of Jacob and Fofeph 
falls in with the year of the World 2276. 
Then jofeph’s Brethren, efpecially thofe of 
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the 2d Rank, who were born of Leah, and 
Rachel’s Servants, began to profecute him 
with, their Hatred, as well for the relation of 
his Dreams, which prefaged the Dominion 
over them, as the Reports which he made _ to 
his Father, of their naughty Behaviour. But 
GOD having hindered (by Reuben and Judah) 
the Murthering of him,which thefe unnatural 
Wretches projeéted, he was fold to the M- 


d dianite Merchants, and by them to Potipbar, a 


great Officer under the Egyptian King, Gen. 37. 
1, Oc. Whilft Facob bewails the lofs of his 
Jofeph, the bloody Geat which was brought 
him, caufed him to believe that he was torn 
by fome wild Beafts. 

Yaac his Father quietly ends the reft of his 
days, Anno Mundi 2288, which were con- 
cluded with the 18oth year of his life, after 
the Death of Rebecca, already deceafed before 
his Return into Canaan, His 2 Sons were 
prefent at his Death, and honourabl buried 
him,Gen. 35; 27, 28, 29. This was in the s20th 
ear of Jacob's Life, andthe 12th fince the 
fale of Jofeph; after which hapned what's 
recited of Judah and Tamar, Gen.8. The 
fhort of which is thus; Judah was about 
ro years old when his Father returned into 
Canaan ; navi: foon contrafted too great 
familiarity with Hira , he was perfuaded to 
efpoufe the Daughter of a Canaanite, who 
was fcarce at the years of Puberty ; yet he 
had a Sonof her named &r, inthe 13thor 
r4th year of his Life ; at which we need not 
be aftonifh’d, if we remember the Zew: hold 
by an old Tradition, That a Man is obliged 
to Marry at 13 years ofage. His two other 
Sons Onan and Selah, were born in the two 
following years. 13 0r 14 years after, Er his 
eldeft Son efpoufes Tamar; but he immedi- 
tely dies, the Father then gives to Onan, 
whom GOD likewife punifhed bya f{peedy 
death for his filthy Crime. Zudab promifes 
to give her to the third, ‘when he fhould be 
of Age, and obliges her in the mean time 
to remain a Widow in her Fathers Houfe ; 
but feeing her felf deluded, the difguifes her 
{elf in the Garb of an Harlr, and becomes 
2 Proftirute to judab himfelf, without know~- 
ing who fhe was. Having underftood fhe: 
was with Child, he profecutes her to Con- 
demnation for an Adulterefs , as being 
betrothed to his 3dSon; but fhe difcovers 
tohim who it was by ; and was Delivered 
of 2 Twins Phares and Zara. See the Hi- 
iory of this Gen, 38. 1. And fuppofing the 

ax : Mar- 
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Marriage of Judah, and the Birth of Er, 
hapned inthe 14th year of his Life, and 
four years after the Return of Jacob into 
Canaan, and that 14 years after followed the 
Marriages of Er and Onan with Tamar, and 
that the paft one year of Widowhood in her 
Father’s Houfe; the Birth of Pharez, and 
Zara may be terminated to the roth or 20th 
year of Jacob's Return into Canaan ; and fo 
" moreover may have been born of Pharez 
in the fame Country , Hezron and Hamul, 
Gen. 46.12. Judah muft needs have been 
Married much fooner than his other Brethren, 
feeing he alone went down into Egypt, having 
already Children of his Children. "Tis thoughe 
Fob was born about this time, tho the Scrip- 
ture doth not take notice thereof. Whilft 
thefe things paft in Canaan, Jofeph ferv'’din 
Egypt and remained feveral yzars with Poti- 
phar, till refufing the impure follicitations of 
his Mafters Wife, he was by her Calumnies 
fhut up in Prifon; to whom the Gaoler, in 
time, committed the Chief care of the place. 
Here he interprets the dreams of Pharaoh's 
Cup-bearer and Baker ; he informs the Cxp- 
bearer of his Innocency , and entreats him, 
whenat Liberty, (which was 3 days after) that 
he would remember him ; but he forgets him 
till two years after he was delivered out of 
Prifon, to interpret Pharaoh's Dream, touch- 
ing the years of Plenty and Famine which 
were to happen ;_ whereiipon ( for this and 
the prudent Advice he gave on this occafion, 
the whole Government of Egypt was com- 
mitted to him, and the fecond place of the 

ingdom, that is next unto the King, given 
him, Gen. Cap. 39, 40, & 41. This was in 
Fofeph’s firlk year, Gen. 41. 46. and the 1arft 
of Jacob, in which he was exalted in this high 
Dignity, and married dfenath the Governour 
of Onan’s Daughter, Gen. 41. 45. 

_ fnno Mundi 2289. Manaffes and Ephraim 
were born to Joleph before the Famine began, 
Gen. 43. 50. Jacob fends at the firft Year of 
Scarcity. his Sons into Egypt , to buy Corn: 
Jofeph knew his Brethren, but is not known 
ofthem; retains Simeon as an Hoftage, and 
enjoynsthem.to bring Benjamin,Gen. 42.1,&c. 
They return the year following, having Ben- 
jamin with them,and at the: Jaft he difcovers 
himfelf to.chem, and fends Chariots, Gen. 44. 

Jacohthen comes into Egypt in the fecond 
Year of the Famine, being in the 130th year 
of his Life, with all his Family, which (reck- 
ning Jofeph and his twa Sons) are 70 Souls, 
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and were entertained in Z¢ype, in the Land of 
Gofhen, Gen. 46. 27, 28. and Chapter 47. 9. 
Anno Mundi 2298. He lived moreover 17 
years in Egypt, Gen. 47.18. and having ftipn- 
lated to be Interred in Canaan, Gen. 47. 30. 
heblefles and adopts Fofeph’s 2 Sons, Gen.48.5. 
and prophetically declares to all his Children 
what would happen to them, Gen. 49. 1, &e. 
He died aged 147 years, and his Body was 
embalmed after the Egyptian manner; care 
ried back in great folemnity into Cansen, 
and laid with his Fathers, Gen. 50, 1, &c. 
"Tis thought that Job at 30 years of age, 
Anno 2315, almoft about the fame time ated 
Jacob expired in Egypt, efpous'd his Wife, 
whom the Greek Interpreters call Balforra, 
originally of Arabia, of whom he had 7 Sons 
and 3 Daughters, Job 1. 2. 

_Levi going down into Egypt with Jacob 
his Father, had 3 Sons, one. Rebath, and 
Marari, all very young and unmarried; of 
Kehath was born Amri, the Father of Aaron 
and Mofes: And tho the Scripture does not 
defign the time of his Birth, we may. cons 
veniently refer it to the o1ft year of Jofeph, 
and the 103d year of Levi, which is Eleven 
years before the Death of Jofeph , who lived 
To years, Exod. 6. 16. Aterm which falls ins 
dears Bork year of the defcent of the Jraclites 
into Egypt. 

Fofeph having gotten into the King’s pol 
feffion all the Lands of the Ezyptians,except 
thofe of the Priefs, provided for his Farher's, 
Family, affured his Brethren of his .affe&ion, 
happily governed Egypt Soyears, dies 54. 
years after his Father, and orders his Bones to. 
be carried into Canaan, Gen. 50. 24, 25, 26. 
The Vulgars making the Hiftory of Gengfs 
of 2300 years, is partly to make the Nume. 
ber run fmooth, and partly to place the Birth. 
of Abraham in the joth year of his Father 
Terab, altho he was not born till the year- 
130, ashas been already obferved. A’ while 
after the Death of ofeph, thofe of Gath 
killed the Sons of Ephraim, who was thereat 
greatly affi&ted , 1 Chron. 7. 20. The Sri-. 
pture does not mark the years, nor the death 
of Facob’s other Sons excepting Levi's, who 
died aged 137 years, Exod. 6.6. And thus 
fuppofing he was four years older than Jofeph, 
he muft have lived 24 years more than he. 
We may prefume, that the others more aged 
nearly followed Jofeph 5 but tis certain none 
of them died before him, as may. be feen , 
Gen 50, 24. where he charges them to oy 
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his Bones with them , when heir Pofterity 
they fhould depart.out of Egyps. Suppofing 
‘that Kebath was aged 70 years when Amvri 
was born, for the Scripture is, filent, having 
lived 133 years, Exod. 6. 18. he muft have 
died in the 123d year at the Hye. 
‘en Eevee. SH years after Joep, an 
— si wee is; is Father; which we 


diftin@ly reprefent , to verify, that all Mofes _ 


Anceftors were dead, to wit, Facob, Levi, Kee 
hath, and Amram, who lived 137 years, 
Exod. 6. 20. when he was fent tot e delive- 
rance of the people, feeing that fince the doth 
year of Jacob's defcent into Egypt,to the 215 
year, in which his Pofterity went out, there 


are E95. . 
“The death of Jofeph, and that of his Bre- 
‘thren, whom we may fuppofe not to have 
lived longer than Levi, was. followed wi 
the -Perfecution which their Defcendents 
fuffered in Egypt,of which fee Exod. 1.6, 8,&c. 
‘Ammam in the 67th year ofhis Life, and 
127 of the defcent of Jacob into Egypt, 
efpoufes Fokebed his Kinfwoman, either his 
Aunt, his Father ‘Kebath's Sifter, or his Cou- 
fin German, the Daughter of Gerfbon, or of 
Merari, one of his ‘Unkles, Exod. 2. 3. an 
6, 20.,Of this Marriage was born firft Mary, 
whom the Father called by this Name, by 
yeafon of the bitter condition in which alk 
the people then lay, being under the violent 
Tyranny of this Pharaoh, whom common 
Writers have named Amenophis. Four years 
after the Birth e 7 » erm was born, 
Mofes 3 years atter him. ; 

and 20d bated of Aaron the King feeing 
the means. heretofore uled for the op reflion 
ofthe people did not fucceed, and that- 
more they were afflicted, the more they mul- 
tiplied, Exod. 1. 12. took a Refolution fecretly 
to put to death all the Males,. intending to 
oblige the Midwives Siphora and Push to 
ftifle them in the Birth; which they would 
not do, excufing themfelves to the Tyrant by 
an ingenious Artifice , Exod, 1.15, &c.But le 
afterwards ufed open violence,enjoyning that 
all the Males fhould be drowned in the Nile. 
Mofes being Born under this cruel Edit, in 
Anno 2428, Was expos'd on the Nile 3 months 
after. The Daughter of Pharaoh, whom 
fome name Thermutis, others Merris, caufes 
the Thing in which he was, to- be brought 
her from amongft the Rufhes, where the cur- 
sent of Water had carried it, and being 
moved with Compaffion , refolved-to fave 


d -by-the affiftance-he. gave to. 


363 
its life, which Mary (aJittle Girl of 7 or $ 
years old) obferving, offers her ‘felf to the 
Princefs to find out a Nurfe, aad brings her 
the Mother , whois charged to fuckle and 
‘take care of it, Exod. 2. 1, Oc. When he 
was grown up,jokebed his Mother brings him 
to the Princeft, who Adopts him for her own, 
ives him the Name of Mefes, becaufe fhe 
Fad taken himout of Waters, Exod. 2. 10. 
‘and has him carefully brought up in all the 
Egyptian Learning, dts 7.22, OC. : 
Tis thought he thad feveral great Offices 
in the Kings Court, wherehe was confidered 


th asthe prefumptive Heir of the Crown ; but 


he flipped all the Honours and Advantages 
in the World,when they ftood in competition 
with his fervice of GOD, Heb. 11. 24, 25, 26. 
For at the Age of 40 years he refolved to go 


th andvific his Brethren, kills an Egyptian who 


had wronged an Jraelite, endeavours to 
reconcile 2 Jjraelites who were at variance, _ 
and finding the murther of the Egyptian . was: 
known , and that the King was offended 
thereat, tefolving to punifh him, he fled into 
the Country of Midian, Exodus 2.11, &c. 
Als 7.23,&c. He began to difcover himfelf 
s .Daugh- 
ters, the Prieft, or Governour OF Midian, 
againft the violence of Shepherds, who would 
hinder them from watering their Flocks. 
This Rebuel was the Father of Jethro, called 
alfo Hebad, whofe-Daughter .Mofes efpoufed, 
the Grand Daughter of Rehwel, named ‘Zipe 
porah, Exod. 2. 16, Gc. and 3. 1. & 18.1. | 
Deucalion’s Flood is referred to the 67th 
year of Mofes, and the Conflagration of Phs- 
‘¢tom tothe following , which isto fay, That 


the the.firft of thefe years fuffered great ‘Inunda- 


tions, and the following was tormented with 
intolerable Heat: Which Heathenifo Narra- 


tions, have rifen from en Hearfay , of what 
the Holy Scripture “recites of the Deluge of 

Noah, and buining of Sodom. atl 
"After Mofes had paft the firft qo years of 
his Life at the Court, and the 2d in his Exile 
“at Midian, the 3d was confecrated to the 
Deliverance and Guidance of the People 5 
for he was aged 80 years when GOD fent 
him into Egypt , and Aaron 83, Exod. 7.7. 
Mofes in this Age began his Journey towards 
“Egypt, being in the year 2508, he rana 
Rifque of his Life for negletting the Circume 
cifon of his Son; whereupon Zipporsh grew 
outragious, and is fent back to her Father, 
Exod. 4. 24, 0°. dares comes and meets Ma/rs, 
Uu: where- 
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Whereupon they go together to the executing that Night, Exed. 12.29, &. This was the 
Of their Charge, Exod. 4: 27, dc. See how 43oth year after Abraham departed out of 
they acquit themfelves of it, Chap. 5, @'c. Ur, Ex. 12.40. Galat. 3. 17. the 400th year af- 
The firlt Pafover is celebrated the 14th ter the Birth of Ieec; Gen. 15.23. dfs 7.6. 
Month of NiJan, and inthe fame Nightthe the 215th from the defcent of Jacob into 
Mraelites go forth, and begin their Journey Egypt, the 145th yeer after the death of Fe. 
not only with the confent, but even at the feph, the 8oth of the Life of Mofes, and of the 
inftance of the Egyptians, after the Tenth World the 2s08th. 

Plague, with which GOD had fmote them 


CHAP V. 
Of the Fourth Age, or Period of the World. 


His Fourth 4, or Period, as hath been 2992, making an Interval of 479 years ; 
already faid, begins at the Children of which may be divided in fuch a manner as is 
. rael’s deliverance out of Egypt, to be feen in this Teble, which fhews who were 
being in the Year of the World 2513, and the Leaders and Rulers of the People of GOD, 
ends at the Foundation of the Zemple of from Mofes to Solomon. 
Solon, which isin the Year of the World 


Lhe Table of the Fourth Age, or Period of the World. 
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255 34Moer died after the Deliverance out of Egypr pene 4.0 YEAS 4.51 
2559|From the Death of Mofes, to the Reft given by Jofhuah- - % on ie ; 





2599|From thence, to the Peace made by Othoniel ———_. _aeermer 40 YearS-———'T.40 
26791From thence, to the Peace made by if eg, eulie 
2719}From thence, to the Peace made by Deb OF fm mrnmene re mmm 4.0 years—— 1285 
2759|From thence, to the Peace made by Gideon a 29 years 12245 
2768)Gideon being dead, the Children of J/rael ferved Baal for fome 2 | 
ears, probably about mam mt a is ee FS YEAS 1236 
2771fAtterwards bimelech governed the People ——-menmsene sme emo 3 years— 1233 

















2794/T HOLA —— nm enmamn —eveee omen stnthamnonee 23 YEarSm=m= 1208 
28:6) AIR——— Tem 3 Years 1 1 88 
282alf E PT HA ——————-—-—————— 6 years——— 1182 
2829 ABES AN omen 7 YEAS ——— 1175 
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2992|The Foundation of Solomon's Temple was laid in the beginning of ee mis 
the 4th year of Solomon's Reign ———————=. aos eT vars 


The Total 480 years. 
There 
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There isnothing in this Tzble, which isnot 
taken from Holy Scripture : But nothing is here 
faid of Sampfon, as great and mighty as the 
Atchievements which heaéted in the time of 
Eli ; fo chat we muft take half the years of 
Ek (that-is to fay 20) and give themto Samp- 
fon ; as feveral have done before. 

But to proceed according to our former 
Method in the foregoing Ages. This Period 
is exprefly defined 1 Xings 6. 1. and in effect 
the Children of J/rael were under the Condu& 
of Mofes 40 years, 17 under that of Jofbuah, 
under judges 299, under Eli, Samuel, and Saul 
So, under David qo ; and it was in the 4th 
year of Solomon, when the Foundations of the 
Temple were laid. 

This exprefs Text of the Old Teftament 
can’t be oppofed by the Paflage of the New, 
in 44s 13. 20. which feems to denate about 
450 years fince the‘deftru&ion of the 7 Na- 
tions to Samuel. For not to alledge here 
whatever may be faid for the reconciling of 
thefe 2 paffages, all the difficulty will be 
semoved, if wekeep to fome ancient Greek 
Copies, followed by the vulgar Verfion in the 
Book of the és; which contain, That GOD 
having deflroyed 7 Nations in the Land of 
Canaan, he delivered their Lands by Lot 
about 450 years after, and afterwards gave 
them Judges, till the Prophet Samuel. So that 
this term of 450 years agrees with what is 
faid in the 17th Verfe, That GOD had chofen 
our Fathers (in the Vocation of Abraham, 
and inthe Birth of J/aac) and that after the 
4soth of this Ele&tion, the People who were 
defcended, had obtained under Jofbuah the 
divifion or portion of the Country ; and this 
term will be eafily found, if we joyn the 400 
years which flipt till the Birth of J/sac, to 
the departure of the Children of Irae! out of 
Egypt, and the 40 years which paft in the 


_ Defart, with the 7 firft of Jofbuah, after 


which began the dividing of the Country ; 
and ‘tis far better to keep to this, than to 
attempt the correcting of either Zext, and to 
fay, therein’ is an Error, whether in the firft 
of 480 for 580, or in the fecond of 450 for 
35°. “Tis not neceflary to cut the Knot, 
when one may unty it. 

Mofes then condu&ted the People 40 years 
in the Wildernefs, which the Scripture 
afferts in fg many places, that the matter is 
beyond all queftion. In the firft year of the 
Month Nifan was celebrated the firft Pafo- 
wer. In the fame Night the J/racliter part 


from Ramefes to the number of 6cc000 
Foot, without their Wives and little Children, 
and encamp in Succ, Exod. 12. 37, of 
this number were Jofhual and Caleb, the firkt 
younger than Mofes by 27 years, and the 2d 
aged 39 years, when the People went out ; 
Fount 14.7. From Succor they came into 
Etham, Exod. 13. 29. trom:, Etham  to- 
Pihabiroth, where; the firft Murmur arote, 
Exed.1q. 2, 31. and whence they paft the 
Seedy, Exod. 12. 16, &c. Their gth poft 
was inthe Defart of Shur, which feems: like 
wife tobe named the Wildernefs of Etham, 
Exod. 15. 22. Numbers 33. 8. Thence. thev 
came to Marah, where again they Murmur 
for the bitternefs of the Waters, Exod. 15. 
23, &c. Then they encamped in Elim, where 
they find fweet Waters, Exod. 15. 27. Num 
bers 33. 9. Inthe parting from Elim they made 
towards the Red Sea, Numb. 33. 10. whence 
they came to the Defart of Sin, between 
Elim and Sinai, the 15th day of the fecond 
Month after their departure from Egypt , 
Exod. 16. 1. There arofe another Murmur 
for Bread and Fieb, whereupon GOD gives 
them. Quails and Mama, with which - they. 
were fed go years, Exod. 16.12, 13,14, 15.. 
from thence they removed towards Dephka; 
hext to «lu, and from thence to Rephidam 
which was their rith Poft, Exod. 17. 1. 
Numb, 33. 12, 13, 14. Here they mur- 
mured for want of Water, which the: Rock 
of Horeb (ftruck with Maofes Rod). farnifh’d 
them with, and under the. Condu& of Jo- 
fouah, by the Prayers of Mofes they beat and 
repreft the Amalekites, Exod. 17. 1,. ec. 
Here alfo ‘ferhro, Mofes Father-in-Law, comes. 
to him, and bringshis Wite and 2 Sons 
Exed. 18.1, @c. Being parted from thence 
they arrived at the Defart of Sinai, famous 
for the publication of the Decalguz, 50 days 
after the Pafever, on the 6th day of. the 
Month of Sivan, anfwering partly to our 
May, and partly to June, in memcry of 
which the Feaft of Pentecoff was Anniver- 
fary among the jews. The People being 
terrified, prayed Mofes to interpofe between 
GOD and them, and Mofescommuning fepe-. 
rately with GOD, receives at feveral times 
fundry Judiciary and Ceremonia] Laws, which 
may be feen Exodus Chapters 20,.21, 22, 23. 
He is fent to publifh them to the People, 
and exact their obedience, who promifes iti 
and having added thefe Laws, and thofe of 
the Decalogue, to what he had already writ 
ten. 
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en bythe divine Command, Exod, 17. 14. 
not only in Genes, written under the divine 
Infpiration, or during the time whilft he 
and Asronfollicited in Egypt the difimiffion 
of the People, or immediately after the 
paflage over the Red Sea; but alfo in the 
18 firft Chapters of Exodus. He ere&s an 
Altar at the foot of the Mountain, environed 
with 12 Stones, and there offers Federal 
Viétims, and iprinkles with their Blood the 
diltar and the People (reprefented as well 
by the 12 Columns which joyn the Alar, 
as by the 70 Aycients, who affifted at it) 
and the Book of the Covenant, which then 
contained Genzis, and the 23 firft Chapters 
of Exedas, having firft read che q Iaft, in 
which were contained the Claufes ftipulated, 
and promis’d inthis Covenant, Exod. 24. 2, 
3> 4, 5,6, 7,8. This A@ being finifh’d , 
Mofes receives a new Order to afcend the 
Mountain, Exod. 24. 1, 2. bue whilft he 
there communes with GOD for 40 days to- 
gether, without eating and drinking, and is 
divinely inftru&ed of whatever is requifite 
for the ftru€ture of the Tabernacle, and the 
confecration of Aaron, and his Sons, Exodus 
Chapters 25, 26,27, 28, 29, 30,31. The Peo- 
ple being impatient, require of aren, to 
have Gods to carry before them ; whereupon 
the Golden Calf is melted, and they worthip 
it: See the Hiftory and Sequel thereof, 
Exodus Chap. 32, and 33. Mofes being vexed 
at thefe Peoples Idolatry, and broken by a 
juft Indignation the 2 Tables of the Lew, 
which GOD had given him, to be fhut up in 
the Ark of the Covenant ; but after the cen- 
fure of the People, and the calcination ofthe 
Golden Calf, and the Levites had killed 3000 
of thefe Idolaters, and Mofes by his Prayers 
had obtain’d pardon for the reft, he made 2 
other Tables like to the firft, and goes up 
‘again towards the LORD, there tarrying 40 
days’ more, and returns with his Countenance 
Shining, Exodus Chapter 34. 

All this paft in the firft 7 Months of the 
departure of the IJfraclites, and the reft of 
this firft year isemployed in building the 
Tabernacle, Exodus Chap. 36, @c. In the 
beginning of the 2d year the Tabernacle of 
Affgnation 1s prepared and confecrated , 
and davon and his Sons eftablifh’d in the 
Priefthocd, according tothe order prefcribed, 
Exod. 29. 35, Oc. Nadab and - Abihu are 
punith’d from, Heaven for-ufing ftrange Fire, 
Levit, 10. 1, Gc, and the Paffiver is -cele- 


brated in its Seafon, Numb. 9. 2. : 
after the Bla{phemer is ftoned, sig det 
ec. and the Pep are numbred ; Namb. 
Chap. 1, & 3. After Irael had fojourned 
near a year in this place, they parted in the 
ad i= of their Exit, in the 2oth of the 
2d Month, and. drew. from Tabhera, or 
Kibrothtaava, towards the Defart of Paran 
where arofe alfo another murmuring for the 
difficulty of the Way, for which GOD pu- 
nifh’d them byFire,which confumed fome of 
the Authors, Numb. 11.1, &c. In the fame 
place alfo began another murmuring for 
‘Feb, which GOD appeafed by a great quan 
tity of Quails, of which they eat fora Month, 
Numb. it. 4, Gc. at the end of which GOD 
punith d them with a great Plague, of which 
feverz} cied,whereupon this place was called, 
The Sepulchre of - Covetoufnefs, Numb: 11. 
33, &c. Here wasfet up at the divine Ap- 
pointment the great Council of Seventy , 
Numb. 11. 16, 17,24, 25. of which 2 remain- 
ing in the Camp, Eldad and Medad, do alfo 
Prophecy, Numb. 11. 26,27. Thence they 
come into Hatfereth, where Mary and deren 
quarrel with Mofes, about his Ethiopian Wife ; 
for which Mary is ftruck with a Leprofe, and 
fhut up for 7 days, Numb. 11. 35. and 12, 
1, Oc. After Mary was healed, they came 
to Rithma, Numb. 36. 18. which made 2 
part of the great Defart of Paran, Numb, 
13.1. which was called Kadesbarnea, Deut, 
1. 2,20, &c. becaufe the Town ef this Name 
confined onit. -From hence.were {ent the 
Spies into the Land of Canaan, who return- 
ing atthe end of 40 days, difcouraged the 
People,as if it were inacceflable, and imprege 
nable; but Jofhushand Caleb, who had been 
there, contradif&ted the others, and encou- 
rage the People, Numb. 13. 1, &c. Howe 
ever the People Mutiny on this occafion, and 
are for returning into Egypt, which made 
GOD pronounce, that none of them thould 
enter into Canaan, except Jofhuah and Caleb ; 
and thatthey fhould abide ftill in the Defart 
until the 40 years of their Exit were expired. 
The cowardly Spies are punifhed with death, 
Numb, 14. 1, Oe. 

The IJfraelites (having by a kind of Re- 
pentance) attempted to open a paflage into 
the Promis'd' Land, notwithftanding Mofes 
Diffuafives, are beaten both by the .Amate- 
kites andthe Canaanites, Numb. 14. 39, &c. 
Thence in the third year of their Exit, the 
turn towards the Red Sea, and-encanip neat 

Rimmcne 
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et i lowing 
Ri erets, and in the other fol 

i aces, Numb. 33. 19, Oc. Some 
eae that the Breaker of the Sabbath 
wasftoned in Rimmon-perets, Numb. 15. 32. 
and that the Schifm of Korath, Dathan, and 
Abiram, with all its confequences, hapned 
tn Kebulab, Numb. Chap. 16, @ 17. in the 
4th year of their Exit; but as to the parti- 
cularities of the 35 other years, the Sones 
fays nothing, only in general, that they of- 
ten changed their Pofts, Numb. Chap. 33, 


ore. ; ‘ 
The Jaft place of their abode was remark- 
able ; Mary, I Sifter to Mofes dies in the De- 
fart of Zfm in Kadefb, in the firft Month, 
Numb. 20. ¥. The Jrachtes Murmur, again 
for want of Water, whereupon Mofes and 
Aarm are doubtful, Numb. 20. 12, ore. 
defire. a paflage thro the Land of Edom , 
which is refufed them, Numb 20. 14, &e. 
Aavn. dies 4 Months after his Sifter on the 
Mount of Hor, aged 123 years, and his Son 
Eleanor fucceeds , Namb. 20. 2 
33. 38 The Iraclises defeat Hara ing 
of the Gansanites in Horma, Numb. 21.1, &c. 
Pafs from Hor into Zalmona, and from thence 
to Panos. ‘They. murmur again againft GOD 
who. punifhes. them with fcorching Serpents, 
againft the biting of which the Brazen Serpent 
is fet up, Namb. 21. 5. Paffing from: thence 
they go over the Brook Zerea, and that of 
Arn, whence they fend an Embafly to Sihon 
King of Hefhoen, to defire paffage, which is 
refufed, raifing an Army to hinder them, 
whereupon he is defeated, and his Country 
conquered, Numb. 21-. 21. and Deut. 2. 24, 
éc. Hog: or Og, King of Bafban, is treated 
after the fame manner, Numb. 21. 33.and Deut. 


* After thefe ViGtories, the Iraelites poft 
themfelves in the. Campaigns of Moab; Balac 
King of Moab entreats Balaam to Curfe 
the People, the LORD -hinders him, Numb. 
22, 23, 24. But by his pernicious Council 
Balec fends Harlots into the Jracliees Camp, 
who draw them to Corporal and Spiritual 
Fornicatim ; on account of which Phineas 
fhews his Zeal in piercing with a Javelin 
Zimvi- and Cosbi (who was a Midianite Wo- 
man) in the very a& of their filthinefs, 
Numb. Chap. 25. This Debauchery having 
been feverely and fpeedily punifhed, the 
People were numbred again, that the Coun- 
try might be divided amongft the Ziibes 
proportionable to their number, Numb. Chap. 


26. Mofesadvertiz'd of his death, eftablithed 
Fofouab for a Guide after him, Numb. 27. 
12, @¢ He is fent with Phincas againft the 
Midianites, who are defeated, and Balzam 
killed amongft them, Numb. 31.1, &e. The 
2 Tribes of Rubens and Gad, and the half 
Tribe of Manaffs, have for their portion the 
Country conquered on this fide jordax, Numb. 
Chap. 32. . 
The laft Month of the year was employed 
by Mofes in the repitition of the Law, whence 
the Book . af Deuteronomy has taken its name ; 
and having Sang his Song, and pronounced 
his Benediéion touching each Tribe, Deut. 
Chap. 32. G 33. he goes up to the top of the 
Mountain of Neko, where the LORD fhewed 
him all the Country, after which he died 
aged 120 years, and his Body was dilpofed 
of by GOD himfelf, never any one having 
known the place where it lay. 
anno Mundi 2549. Fofbuah takes then in. 
hand the Reins of the Government, fends 
from. Shittim Spies to Jericho, who lodge at 
Rababs, Joh. 2. 1, &c. After their return 
the people'march, having carried before them 
the rk. of the Covenant, and fafs over. 
Jordan dsyfhod the roth day of the firft 
Month, ‘o/b. Chap. 3,04. The next Morn- 
ing the People are Circumcis'd in Gilgal ; 
the Paffver iskept on the 14th 5 the Mazna- 
ceafeth, and the Son of GQD appears to 
Jofouah , to encourage him, Job. 5. 1, Os. 
The next Morning ot the Paffover Jericha 13 
invefted ; on the 7th day its Walls fall of 
themfelves, and is burnt and deftroyed ; 
et Rehab is {pared , whom _ Salmon the 
Son of Nahafox, chief in the Tribeof Judaz 
takes to Wife, Job. 6, Oc. Matth. ¥.4, 5. 
‘Some days after Hai is attack'd, and .at firlt 
the IJraclites are repuls’d with lofs, for 
Achans Crime, who had finn’d 1n Fericho ; 
but the fa& being difcovered, and punith’d, . 
Hai is taken by Stratagem, is fired, and its 
King hang’d, Jab. Chap. 7, 8. After the 
taking of this Town the Law is again pub~ 
lif’d with its Blefings and Curfings on the 
Mountain of Gerrizim and Hebal, Jofh. 8.. 
30, Oe. : 
“The Gibeonites craftily provide for their. 
fafety, Joh. 9. 3. Jofbuah fecing them ar-- 
tack’d by § Canaanitifh Kings Leagned 
againft them, marches to their affiftance , 
and defeats their Enemies, Heaven it felt. 
fighting fer him with Hail-flmes, and the 
Sun ftopping inthe miidft of its ae ; 
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Zive him tinie to purfue his Viktory , Jofb. 
10.1, Oc. This Vittory is crown’d with the 
ignominious death of the 5 Kings, who had 
hid themfelves in a Cave, and with the 
taking of Makkcda, Litna, Lakis, Heglon, 
Hebron, and Debir, where all are put to the 
Sword, Sof. 1c. 16, Gre. After thele ex- 
_ ploits of the firft year, the People retired 
into their Camp at Gilgal, Jofh. 10. 43. to 
the beginning of the neat, in which they 
obtain Vietories againft Jabin King of Hat- 
for, and his Confederates, which are recited, 
Joh. 11. 1, Cc. The following yearswere 
ipent in other Military Expeditions, of which 
we read Fob, 11.16, @c. and 12. 1, Ge. 

In the following was made the diftribution 
and divilfion of the Counsry, Jofh. Chapters 
13,14,15,16,17, 18, & 19. for this divifion 
began not till after the 7th year of the Peo- 
ples entrance into Canaan, which clearly 
appears from what Caleb fays, Jofb. 14. 10. 
He was, fays he, 40 years old when fent with 
the other Spies, to difcover the Country of 
Canaan ; and when he fpake to Jofhuah about 
making of a divifion he was 85. The Cities 
of Refuge are eftablifh’d, Job, 20. 11, Ore. 
and thofe of the Levites, Joth. 20. 1, &c. 
The Rubenites and Gadites, with half the 
Tribe of Manafes are fent to their Quarters 
beyond Jordax, who fatisfie the reft touch- 
ing the crecting an Altar, before they paft 
over it, jofb. 22.1. In fine, a good while 
after this, Jofhuab being old, calls all Jrzel 
to him at Sishem, {ets before them their Duty, 
yenews the Covenant between GOD and 
them, conjures them to ferve him in all 
purity, and dies aged 110 years, Joo. Chap. 
= 57 =4: 

"According to the calculation of the moft 
exa&t Chronuegifts , Jefhuah governed the 
‘People the fpace cf'17 years; for he could 
‘-he no Jefs aged than 53 years when the 
People came out of Egypt, feeing that in the 
fame year he was made their Captain Gene- 
ral againit the Amalekites. At the fame 
time alto died Eleazer, the Son of Aaron, 
who had fucceeded his Father in the High- 
Priefhusd,, which he left to Phineas his 
Succefior, Jab. 24.33. being about the year 
2566, : 
“fhe Hiftory of the Judges is fomething 
Jiasder to calculate, co reckon from the time 
it affignsto each Yxage, and therein Ccompre- 
hending thar of the oppreflion, to the death of 
Sampfen, *twill only contain theterm of 299 


years. Thote who will reckon fepara 

time of the Servitude and Opie 
more difficulty, becaufe the term will increafe 
full 151 years ; whereas in joyning to thefe 
299 years, the 57 years of Mofes, and of jo= 
Souah, the 40 of Heli, the 4c of Samuel and o£ 
Saul, A&s 13. 21. the goth of David, x Kings 
2.11. the 4th of Solomon, 1 Kings 6. 1. which 
are all marked in Scripture, we thall have pre- 
cifély the 480 years which are {pecified, 
1 Kings 6.1. 

And it fignifies nothing to alledge, that in 
the time of Fephtha, the Ifraclites were 
fince 300 years in pofleffion of the Country, 
Judges 11. 26. feeing that often in Scripture 
the even Number is put for the broken: If 
one would then reckon the Prefcription 
which Fephtha alledges, fince the Iraelites 
came out of Egypt, and were conduéted by 
GOD to the taking and poflefling the Coun- 
try, there muft have been more than 300 
years to Jephthe ; if it be taken from the 
pofleffion , which was in the laft. year of 
Mofes, there will be fomething lefs. And 
forafmuch as’tis denoted in the Argument 
of the Book of Judges, that the Hiftory be- 
gins (according to the calculation of fome) 
in the year 2511, and endsin the year 2810. 
this principally arifes from the Hypothefs of 
thofe, who think Abraham was born in the 
goth year of Thares, whereas we reckon he 
was borr Go years after. And as in this 
Argument we have followed the French, fo 
we believe ’tis by the Printers fault, theres 
inferted 2531 for 2541, and 281¢ for 
2840, to which if you add 5. years of the 
firft vocation of Abraham, whence we begin 
the 430 tothe Exit, this calculation will 
amount to ours. Let us then reckon from 
the death of Jofhush in the year of the World 
2565, to that of Hothniel 40 years, Judges 3. 
Xr, under which are comprehended the 
Anarchy which followed the death of Jofhuah, 
of which fee Examples, Judges Chapters 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21. the defection of the People, 
to the Worfhip of idols, the vexation of 3 
years , which they fuffered by the King of 
Mefopotamia, Judges 2. 10, 11. and 3. 9, 9. 
and the re-eltablifhment of all by Hothntel 
to the time of his death, which was the go 
years after that of Fofhuah, Jot. 3. 11. fo 
that the Hiftory of the Idolatry of Micah, 
and the taking of Lass by thole of Das, 
Judges Chap. 17, & 18. and that of the 
War of the other Tribes againft the Bruja- 

tees, 
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suites, for the Injury committed by them of put an end to his Life, Judges 9.23, &C 


Gibeah againft a Levite and his Concubine, 
fudges Chapter 19. 20,21. belong to thefe 
firft forty years of Judges. But the reft of 
the People, whom GOD had procured them by 


Hothniel, made them fome return to their firlt . 


whereby it came to pafs, whac Sorham the 
youngett of his Brethren, who had éfcaped 
his Violence, had foretold in his Apology, 
Judges 9. 7, &c. 

4m 2768. Afterwards came Tolah, who 


train, and therefore they fell under a frefh Judged Uracil 23 years, Judges 10. 1, 2. 


Oppreffion from Heglon King of Moab, which 
lated 18 years, till Ehud was rais'd up for 


‘a Deliverer, who having kid Heglon, the 


Country was at reft till the 8oth year after 
the death of Horhniel, Judges 3. 30. except- 
ing fome flight Incurfions of the Pailifins, 
which hapned at that time; whom Shamgur, 
tho ill Arm’d , Heroically repreft , Judges 


"3. 31. 
, Phe death of thefe two was followed, as it 
were, by 2 new ‘corruption of the people, 
‘as alfo with 2 violent oppreffion of them 
by Jabin King of Hatfor, and Sifera the Ge- 
neral of the Forces, which lafted the fpace 
oftwenty years, and till Deborah, who then 
Judged the people, animated Barac to Arms, 
and then they together defeated Sifera, who 
faving himfelf on Foot, and being retired 
into the Tent of Jabel, the Wife of Heber Ke- 
nian, was there killed by her, which pro- 
cured more reft, till the year 40, fince the 
death of Ehud and Shamgar, Judges Chapters 4, 


$- 31. My we 

After this fignal Deliverance, ino Mundi 
2725. the Jfraelites being return'’d to their 
Vomit, GOD raifed the Midianites to cha- 
fife them, and after a feven years moleftati- 
on, Gideon, called ‘ferubbal, was fent to deli- 
verthem. See the Hiftory Judges Chapters 6, 
7,8. which lays down till other 40 years, 
te the deceafe of Gideon, Judges 8.28. He 
modeftly refufed the Scepter, which was of- 
fered him, Judges 8. 22, 27. s Death was 
followed by a new corruption of the Jfrae- 
lites, Judges 8. 33. of their Ingratitude a- 
gainft his Houfe, Judges 3. 34. of the Mur- 
ther of fixty nine of his legitimate Children 
by Abimelech, his Natural Soni, induced by 
thofe of Shichem to Tysanny, Judges 9. 1, Oe. 
This Domination of Abimelech was as fhort 
as violent, lafting only three years, ‘Judges 9. 
a2. fora mifintelligence hapning between 


the Shichemitcs and him, at the inftigation. 


Of Gebai, he took, and razed,the Zown, 
burnt all the principal perfons in a Zower 
where they hadretired, and befieging that of 
Tebets, a Woman bruifed his Head with a 
great Stone, whereupon he made his. Servant 


Now as the Waftes which the Midionites 
made every year before G:deon defeated 
them, caufed without doubt a great Dearth 


in [frael, which obliged Elimelech, and Na= 


homi his Wife, to retire with their Family 
into the Land of Moab; fo "tis very likely 
that Nabomi return’d to Bethlehem with Ruth 
his Daughter-in-Law , under the Govern- 
ment of Tolab. Jair fucceeded him in the 
like Office for the fpace of 22 years, Judges 
10.3. Thefe 22 years were not very peace- 


able, nor confecrated by the Ifraelites to 


the Service of GO D : And therefore in the 
r8th year of his Government GOD began to 
chaftife them, on one hand by the Pdilifins, 


‘and on the other, chiefly and more violently 


by the Ammonites, Judges 10.7,8,9. where~ 
upon Jeptha the. Gileadite, whom his Brothers 
had driven away, is recall’d by thofe of Gi- 
lead to be their Captain: He defeats the m- 


-monites, executes on his Daughter (by a For- 
‘mal death) the rafh Vow he had made, Judg. 


413.1, &c. feverely chaftifes the Ephramites, 


-who had Mutinied againft him, Judges 12.1, 


&c. and dies, having governed 6 years, Fudges 
12.7. The taking of Zroy is referred to the 
time of Feptha. 
4nno Mundi 2819. Ybelan the Bethlemite, who 
had thirty Sons and as many Daughters , 
governed 7 feven years, Judges 12. 8, 9. Eglon . 
the Zabuluite ro years, Fudgesr2.11- and 
Habdon the Pirathonite 8 years, Judges 12. 
13, 14. which makes 25 years for the 3. In 
the fame time as the mmonites ( towards 
the end of the Government of Jair) ufed 
their endeavours againft the People of GOD 
whom Feptha repreft ; the Philiftins alfo 
made new Attempts, Judges 10. 7. after the 
firft Effay, in which Shamgar had refifted in 
his time ; and they continued the fj . of 
qo years, Judges 13. 3. until Sampfon, the 
Yraelites Hercules, who Judged Sfrael 25 
years, began to encourage them; for after- 
wards the J/raelites lay not ftill without Rera- 
liations, frequently oppofing the Péiliftins 
even under Eli, althowith different Succeffes, 
fometimes beating, and other whiies being 
beaten, till Samucl, Judges 16.31. He is 
-Aaa allo 
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alfo called Bedan, 1 Sam. 12. 11. See the atthe end of 7 Months and-arrives at-B 
miraculous Hiftory of Sampfon, Judges Chap- fhemes, and the People of  thofe parts cone 
ters 13, 14, 15, 16. After his Death, in nifhed with a great Plague, for having look’d 
which expired the Year 299 from thatof intothe Penetralia of it; for theredied 70070 
Foluah ; Eli the High Prieff Judged Ifracel Men, & Sam. 6.1, &c. From Bethfhenies it’s 
4s years, 1Sam.4.18. The Sacred Hiftory carried to Kirjathjeharim to Aminidab, where 
does not denote, when died Phineas the Son it remained 20 years without being removed 
and Succeffor of Eleaxer in the High Priefl- 1 Sam. 7.1, 2. for it feems not to have been 
hod; nor how this Dignity paftfrom Efeazers till, Samuel made it be brought and fet down 
Family, who was darons eldeft Son, into at Gilgal, for a while after the Anointing of 
that of Ithamar, who was the youngeft: Saul,which is thought may be collected from 
For Eli defcended of Ebamar, asisfeen 1 Sam. 1 Sam.12. 14, & 13. 4. 
8. 3, 4.and 1 Chrov. 3.4. Soalfo it return’d _ Now altho’ ’twas fome Confolation to the 
in Zadockto itsfirft Branch, 1 Kings 2.27. People to fee the rk returned, yet they 
and 1 Chron.6.8. Some make Eli to fucceed found their Affairs in great diforder after the 
immediately to Phineas about the time when lofs of fo great a Battle: But Samuel having 
Sampfon began to a& againft the Philiftins ; convocared the People at Mit(pa, the Philiftins 
but there appears no reafon for giving of who took hold of this occafion to invade 
Phineas fuch a long life, which muft have the Jraelites, are put to flight by means of 
exceeded theterm of 300 years. Some fay a great Thusder, and purfued as far as Bethcar, 
Phineas was depofed on occafion of Feptha’s 1 Sam. 7. 3, &c. From, that time the Phis 
Vow; Some fay for having approved of the Uiftim: were keptin fome awe, till after the 
bloody Execution, aud others for defigning deceafe of Samuel ; for he retook the Zowns 
to hinder it. which they had obtained from the Jraelites, 
Fofephus pretends, that after Phineas, fuc- and continued in his Magiftracy as long as he 
ceeded in their order bifhah his Son, and lived, 1 Sam. 7.13, 14, 15. And tho’ Seal 
Bukki his Grandfon, of whom is mention, was eftablifhed King by him, yet he ftill re« 
1 Chron. 6. 50,51. And perhaps after the im- tain’d fome remains of his firft Authority 
mnature death of Bukki, we fhould ae by Ei; all hisdeath, | “ 
to.the branch of Ishamar, notto find any one S. Paul attributes 40 years to Samuel, 
in that of Eleazer, who was of competent and to Ssul .conjoyntly, 48 13.21. But 
age, or who had all the requifite Conditions we arenot certain how many years Soul 
for this employ. —— reigned, nor how many he furvived: Samnel, 
Samuel was born under him, and grewup whofe deathis mentioned 1 Sem.25.1. "Tis 
with thetime, fit for the Yabernacle, which certain that Samuel being old, and his Sons, 
was then at Shiloh, + Sam, Chap. 1, & 2. The whom he began to eftablith Judges over Srael 
Sons of Eli, Hophni and Phineas, behave them- degenerating from hisVertue , the Anciefits 
felves ill, at which heis reprehended by a of the People ask’d a‘King of him, and he fet 
Prophet, 1 Sam, 2.22, 27, &c. and alfo bythe before them, what they: muft then expect 
Miniftry of Samuel, 1 Sam.3.1, &c. Tor 1 Sam. 8.1, &c, 
wards the end of the Government, and life . Saul the Benjamite is divinely dire€ted to 
of El, there wasagreat Fight between the Samuel, who Anoints him as King, and pre- 
Philiftins and Mraclizes, in which thefe latter fents himto allthe People convocated at 
were worfted, Eli's 2 Sons killed, and the Méifpa, 1 Sam. Chap..9, & 10. His firft 
4rk taken ; at this forrowful News brought Exploit of War was to raife the Siege, which 
to Philoh, Eli aged 98 years, and deprived of Nahafh the Ammoenite had aid againft 
the ufe of his fight, falls from his Chair and Jabefh of Giliad;-which fucceeding , he 
breaks his Neck; and his Daughter-in-Law, thereby won the affettion of the People, 
the wifeof Phineas, dies in Child-Bed, and calls even of thofe who had at firft defpifed him, 
her Son Ichabod, more afflitted for the taking and he is by Samuel folemnly confirmed in 
of the rk, than forthedeath ofher Husband, his’ Dignity , 1 Sam. 11. 1, &c. Samuel 
1 Sam.4. 10, .. ° takes occafion in this Affembly to juftifie his 
Anno 2984. The 4k, altho a Prifoner, Condu&, to reprehend the Peopls for their 
yet triumphs over the Philiftins, 1 Sam. 5. lightnefs, to exhort them to their duty, and. 


1, Oc. who. fent it back again into Irael to aftonith: them by a great Mircale, 1 Sam. 
32, 
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‘ya, 1, &e. In the 2d yéar of King Saul 


jonathan. his Son repels the Philifim Gar- 
rifon, which lay nearGilbos ; whereupon ae 
reinforce themfelves, and come to Michmajh, 
Samuel in. this publick Confternation had 
charged Sauito expec him at Gilgal; but 
he being impatient, and under pretence of 
Devotion, offers Sacrifices ; for which he is 
fharply reprehended by Samuel, who makes 
known to him his Rejection, and that another 
fhould be fubftituted in his place, 1 Sas. 13. 
1, &c. Nowinthis Terror the People being 
halfUnarm’d,Saulftands only on the defenfive, 
and contents himfelf with guarding the Paf- 
fages : But jonathan having only his Shield- 
Bearer with him, afcends between 2 Rocks 
to attack the Philjtins Corps de Gard, and 
does great Execution amongft them, and 
thereby puts the Enemies Army into great 
confufion and diffention : Upon which Saul 
(with his Army) purfues them ; and thofe 
Iraclites, whom Fear had made to-hide them- 
felves, now come out and joyn themfelves to 
him ; fo that the Defeat was very great. 
See all the particulars, 1 Sam, Chap.'14. Being 
heartned by his Vitory, he beats this Enemy 
on all fides, 1 Sag. 14. 47. reccives Com- 
mandment by Samuel to fall: on the male- 
kites, over whom he gains a fignal Vidory ; 
but {pares King gag, and great ftore of Cat- 
tel and Booty, contrary to the Divine Com- 
mand. But Samuel put gag to death of his 
own Authority, and from that time he faw 
Ssul no more, 1 Sam. 15.1, Oe. 

David, whenas yet young, not exceeding 
20 or 22 yeass,is fecretly Anointed by Saruel 
King over Jfrael, 1 Sam.16.13. But Saul 
being troubled with an EvilSpirit, David is 
fent for to play on Mufical Inftruments before 
him, during thefe vexatious Paroxifms,1 Sam. 
16. 18, &c. The Philiftins having reaflembled 
their Forces, have Goliah in their Army, 
who braving that of the Jraelites, and 
offering to decide the Quarrel by a fingle 
Combat, is undertaken, and kill'd by David ; 
which conciliates a real Kindnefs from jona- 
than, and the Eavy and Hatred of Saul, 
1 Sanz. 17. 1. From hence arofe divers Per- 
fecutions againft David, which the Sacred 
Story gives a particular account of, 1 Sam. 
Chap. 18, &c. to which we owe feveral of his 
Pfalmas. Firft, Sav! endeavoured to pierce 
him with his Favelin, 1 Sam. 18. 10, 11. 
Then. he makes him aCollonel of a 1000 
Men, to make him perifh by kis Enemies ; 


but he met every where with Succefs, 1 Sam. 
18. 13, &c. He afterwards promifes him 
Merab his eldeft Daughter, but gives her to 
Hadriel, 1 Sam. 18. 17, &c. but in her ftead 
he gives him Michal, the youngeft, and _de- 
mands of him for her Dowry, 100 of the 
Philiftins Fore-skins. David furnifhes him 
with double the number, and Efpoufeth her, 
i Sam. 18.20, &c. After this Marriage, Saxl 
defigns to Affaffinate him ; but Jovathan 
hinders him the firft time, 1 Sam. 19. 1, @. 
and David being well received again by the 
King, obtains from him a notable Victory 
againft the Philiftins, 1 Sam. 19.7, 8. ‘This 
lafted not long, for being vexed with his Evil 
Spirit, as David played on the Harp before 
him, he tries again to kill him with his 
Javelin. David declines the Stroak, and 
haftensto hisown Houfe: Saal befeges it ; 
but by the prudence of Michal he efcapes 
alfo this Danger, 1 Sam. 19.11, Oc. He 
comes then towards Samuel, and retires with 
him to Naioth ; where Saul fends firft, and 
then comes himfelf to take him, but‘in vain, 
¥ Sam. 19. 18, Oc. 

David being afterwards come fecretly to 
Jonathan , they contrive together how te 
provide for his fafety ; he is determin’d for 
Nob, where Abimelech the High Prieft gives 
him the Confecrated Bread, for want of other, 
and Goliah’s Sword, with which he goes 
towards Achifh King of Gath; where feeing 
his Life in danger, he counterfeits himfelf 
Mad to efcape, and is on this account driven 
from the Court, 1 Sam. Cliap. 20, Ore. 24. 
This Achifh isalfo called Abimelech,Pfal. 34. 1.’ 
But as to the High Prief, Abimelech, he was 
the Son of dhitub 3 and this was of Phineas: 
the.Son of Eli, 1 Sam. 14. 3. and 22.11. fo 
that Abitub obtained the Hish Prieflhoed af- 
ter his Fathers and Grandfathers death, and 
left it afterwards to his Son Abimelech, who 
was allo called Abijab, 'Sam.14. 3. Thence 
he faves himfelf in the Cave of Adulam, 
where his near Friends came and found him, 
together with others, to the number of 400 
Fighting Men: ‘He fecures his Father and 
Mother in the Country of Moab, whence he 
parts by the advice of Gad, an holy Propher 
of great efteemin that time, to come into 
the Land of Juda, in the Forreft of Herets, 
1 Sam. 22.1, Ge. In the mean time Doeg. 
the Idumeantelis Savl, he had feenhim at 
Nob, and how Abimelech received him;where- 


fore Saul not only puts him, but all the 
Aaaz2 Priefts 
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Priefts of his Family to death, tothe number at hi : 
s Beds-h 
of 85, deftroys the whole Town of Neb, and paffes on ae dee “dee sd Water, and 
ae all the Inhabitants (without diftin@tion Saul, and thews them again a diner and 
Saree gate Sword. oh the Lis wat ini ands which Sal ak 
: aving only efcaped this fus’d, ackno is F ee 
ae ee towards David, and brought to defift Bbutpericaciy Maas pe bP 
im t . ews, and fucceeded him in his Yet David durft not confide in his ' eee 
ee 2 the Dignity of High Prief, 1 Sam.22. retires into the Country of the Phin 
oe : . . Wards Achis King of : C 
pen ge ee sy orm Zale here nk ee, wh 
ry ed not on all occa= he made hi ae 
sed ee = abe - the ae and til the death oe ou Ginn ete ie 
oes an arges the Philiftins road he i : - 
- ae and delivers the Town from their sieays Hentai a et ael, and 
an - Saul thinks to furprize him, andthe Achifbthought to be taken from hole, ee 
a aiegaee were cacy foaelives him; bue 1 Sam 27.1, &c of of Judah, 
of their defign fromGOD, he  <Achifh bei ; ; Ge 
departs, and retires to the Defart of Ziph, which: he had of Dew a ie Opinion 
= she joan comes and finds him, The that he would make ufe of him et he him, 
i - advertize Saul thereof, and offer 1 Sam, 28.1, 0c. And thereu MaGeeR 
. ary re his Guides to purfue him: pedition is form’d by: the Bost a new Ex- 
= ri aving notice of his March, fhifts the Iraektes. Saxl, deftitute of ‘im againkt 
a er until the Philiftins being entred drefles himfelf to a Witch, t ounfel, ad~ 
Bis Purl, ae one an 1 delittfrom Spirit of Samuel 5 and the Spetrum Thick 
rluit, 1 Sam. 23.1, 0% appeared (by meat : 
3 ah! Being delivered from foermineat a hun of the Mistorcune i icra 
art oO dafon, retires: to the next Monrni t ; 
the ftrong places of Exgedd!, of which was in imo ageq ‘The armies being alati 
a pane advertiz'd, goes in fearch of him, in fight of one another, David a + , almoft 
whereh Sinto the hands of David, ina Gave on the Mi which the oth Phila ; 
roc e ve hid, and contentedhimfelf with conceived at him, are fent aw . iliftins 
cutting off apiece of his Garment, asa token 1 Sem. 29, 1,6, But whillt Ziklag was fhe, 
whercapae os aie if hi would; and plunder’d by the Beildbieg oie ‘hed 
c es his Inno- carried away the K% ayy 
See aes = nist hee - fhould tives, Dewi a this} Gaueht Ao 
ome t » he would not deftroy his purfues the maleki : 
oy : - ee 24. 1. Not long after this diforder, and ee me pee oem a 
Paci a eee retires with his Booty which they had brought sey Pat 
enc efart of Paran; hefendsto Ziklag. He equally divides the Boor en 
abr peuneeril aos of Nabal, whofe People the People, and returns to Zikla cat fate 
reread manner of good Offices from Prefents. to his Friends in Tac S. a 
aaa pe, esatt yet he refutes chem 5 but “1,6. In the mean time the Battal is given 
Mifery which het Borenly prevents the between the Philifins and Iracli ry thele 
dele on hi er : ands Churlifhnefshad Jaft being beaten, Saul falls on hi ‘S cae 
Gee aaa Be ch ne ig with Vexa- his 3 Sons, Jonatham, Abinadab sad Mol 
he aids té Aiea kis ac idow, whom fbuab, are killed, and their Bodies with their 
he had efpo fe d t s other Wife, which Fathers ignominioufly hang’d on th Wa "of 
fom hi P nd Mi. cer Saul had taken Michal Bethfhan., whence the Inhebi n the Wall of 
ae - ee ne hie her to Palti, 1 Sam. carry them off in the Night otk ae 
tie ad cine, as iy oe pe pote = might have an honourable’ Burial, a ped 
7 * ° ? AY, : s . ee 2 
foe returned rowards them; whereupon Dovid, a “after his — poops se 
Dri nels by Nigh ti Soy Hl gs, ft, fhe Bevel He 
into his Tint, takes his Javelin which ftuck having fallen coon saul aka ar bis Re 


— queft 
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ueft to haften his Death ; and utters 2 Reigned 2 years over the other Tribes, made 
funeral Elegy on this occafion , 2 Sam. 1. his Troops to advance under the Condu& o 
1, OF. Abner againft thofe of David, led on by 

We have reprefented all this at large, to Joab, near Gabaon, where Abner is wortted, 
thew how much thofe mifreckon themtelves, and lofes Hazecl his Brother, 2 Sam. 21 
who allow only 2 years to the Reign of Ssu/, 1, oe. 


feeing all the things mentioned do requirea This War continued ftill above 5 years, 
agraet term. He enay indeed haveabfolutely until mer grew offended by Ihbofbeth, quit 
ears after the death of Sa- ted his Interefts and Party, fends Michal to 


Reigned but = y r th i 
tain’d the dignity of 2 Judge David, he difpofes the other Tribes to receive 


muel, who re NM 

all thetime of his life; or that hedid not him, and comes to inform David of this at 

Govern properly, but only the cwo firft years, Hebron, where he is well received ; but having 

after which he was rejected of GOD, and forfaken the King, Joab and Abifbai his Bro- 
ther bafely kill him ; whereat David was 


Samuel faw him no more ;_ but "tis certain, 
many i paft more tince his Anointing by greatly offended,2 Sam.3.1, Gc. A while after 


Samuel till his Death, of which here is an bbofheth is Affaflinated by two of his own 
unqueftionable proof. David was 30 years Captains, Rechab and Bakana, who bring his 
old when he began to Reign, and Reign’d 40, Head to David, but inftead of thanking 
2 Sam. 5.4, and the 2d of Saul was {pending, them for their Prefent , caufed them to be 
or fpent, 1 Sam, 13. I. when David was put to death as Vile Fellows, 2 Sam. 4.1, 0%. 
Anointed by Samuel , being the youngeft of Then the other Tribes refolveto acknowledge 
his Brethren, Sam. 16.13. And when Goliab David, and hereupon wait onhim at Hebron, 
was killed, Devid was then but a youth; where he had already Reigned over Judeh: 
on which account alfo Seu! durft not hope 7 years and an half; whence he departs to 
for good fuccefs in this Duel ; Goliah himfelf feize on the Fort of Sion , and to drive the 
likewife difpifing him for this reafon, 1 Sam, Jebufites from Jerufalem. There Hiram King 
17. 339 42-.90 that in the time of this Com- of Zyre fends to him Ambaffadors and Cedar- 
bat he muft be above 22 years old; whence Wood, with Workmen to build his Court, 
it evidently follows, we may reckon royears 2 Sam. 5. 1, vc. This was in. Anno Mundi 
from the Anointing of Saul to hisdeath ; 2950. 
fo that he Reigned at leaft 2 yearsas legiti- In the oth year of his Reign he obtains 
mate King, the 6 following in the unjuft 2 notable Vigtories over the Pdiliftins, the 
profecntion of David till the death of Sz- firft in Bahal-Peratfim, and the 2d ina place 
muel, and the two laft to his death. Andas where there were a great many Mulberry- 
Samutl could have no lefs than fixty years, Trees, 2 sam. 1. 17, Oc. And it feems ‘twas on 
when being old the People demanded a King this occafion that 3 of David: Valiant Men 
of him, 1 Sam. 8.1, 5. fo ’tis eafie to conceive went to Bethlehem for Water for him through 
he was at the age of 34 yearswhen he began the midft of the Enemies Forces, 2 Sam. 23. 
to Judge the people after the Death of Eli, 15, 16, 17. After thele Victories he. again 
and thus more than 60 years whenthe people efpoufeth moreWives, 2 Sam. 5. 13, and trani- 
required of him a King, becaufe he wasfaid ports the Ark from Kriathjcarim, called 
to be then old: So that he judged above the Behale of Judah, defigning to fettle ic in 
{pace of 30 years, and retained ftill the Dig- Sow ; but being affrighted by the death of. 
nity 8 years from Saul’s Anointing, and that Uzzsh, he durft mot receive it in within his: 
dying aged 72 years, Saul furvived him by 2, own Houfe, till having known that Qbed 
which makes up 40 years, afligned joyntly ZEdem.was bleft by it, to whofe houfe he had 
to Samuel and Saul, Acts 13. 20. fent it; he made it be brought. thence into. 
, Saxl dying, David comes to the Crown Sion with great folemnity, his Wife Michal 
in the year 2944, being 8 years after the blaming him for having Danced publickly- 
death of Sampfon, 40 years after that of Eli, beforeit: he is greatly offended with. her Re-. 
anid 436 afterthe Jraelites Exit; for parting proof, 2 Sam. 6. 1, éc. He afterwards defigns 
from Ziklag he comes into Hebron, where the building of the Temple , which GOD by 
thofe of Judah Anoint him, and acknowledge the Prophet Nathen orders him to remit to 
him for their King. Abner fets up Ifbbofbeth, his Succeffor, 2 Sam. 7. 1, ec. yet he then 


Saul’s Son, againft him, whe. having already prepared, or Divinely. received. the Model. 
@x 
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of it; of which fee 1 Chron. 28. 11, Gv. 

He beats again the Philiftes , and wins 
them the Fort of Metizz-amma, 2 Sm. 8. 1. 
fubjugates the Moabires ; and ‘twas in this 
Expedition that Benajx flew two of the mot 
Mighty Men amongit them, anda iow in a 
Snowy day, 2 Sam. 23. 30. He defeats Hdad- 
exer King of Zobad , fubdues the Syrians, 
2 Sam. 8. 3,&c. and overcomes the /dame.ns, 
2 Sum, 8. 12,13, 14. Then he took Mepni- 
bofbeth the Son of Joratiiaxn home to him, 
(who was but « years old when his Father 
died, 2 Sam. 4. 4.) and commited the care of 
his Lands to Zibz, 2 Sam.9. 1, Ge. which 
feems not to have hapned till about the rsth 
of David's Reign, teeing Mephibofbzth -had 
then a Son named Aticad, 2 Sam. o. 12. 

It’s not certain, whether the War againft 
the Ammonites preceded that which Devid 
had againft the Syrians; yer it feems the one 
had great Coherence with the other , of 
which you may fee the occafion in Davia’s 
Embafly violated by Haman, 2 Sam. 10. 1,0. 
and the end of it, by taking of Rabba, 2 Sam, 
12. 28, ee. 

Whilft Joa’ carried on the Siese, David 
commits Adultery with Bathfhebz the Wife 
of Uriah, and procured fecretly by Joab her 
Husbands death at the Siege of Rabda, 
2 Sam. 11. 1, Ge. Nathan is {ent to David, 
to reprehend him for this Double Crime , 
and the Child born in Adultery died at the 
end of 7 days, 2 Sam. 12.1,@%c. But in the 
year following, which may be wasthe 17th 
of David, was born of her Solomon, 2 Sam. 
12. 24,@¢. And hence it appears that solo- 
anon was the eldeft of all thofe which fhe had 
fince her Marriage with David, altho Shame 
much, or Shimka, and Shobab, and Nathan 
be named before him, 2 Sam. 5. 14. and 
1 Chron. 3.5. The Famine which the Country 
fuffer'd, and the Expiation made by the 
Crucifixion of Saul’s 7 Sons, at the initance 
of the Gibeonites, 2 Sam. 21.°%, Gc. is com~ 
monly referred to the 20th year of David's 
Reign, New Wars againft the Philiftines de- 
feribed, 2 Sam. 21. 15, Ore. 

Being delivered from all Enemies round 
about him , he fings to GOD the Canticle 
which we read 2 Sam, 22.1, @c. and Pfialm 
18.1, Gc. But being puft up by all chefe 
Profperities, he caufes the People to be uum- 
bred, altho *fo2d diffuaded him from it; and 
was reduced (by the Miniftry of Gd) to one 
ofthefe 3 polars , x. to Laffer from GOD 


either War, Plague, ox Famine, 2 Sam. 24. 
r,Xc. : 

A while after followed the Diforders of hi 
Houfe : <mmon (one of his Sons) violates Thae 
azar ; but dbfalom her own Brother reveng’d 
himfelf 2 years after, by killing him,and fhies 
into Gefbur, where he remains 3 years; at 
the end of which (by the addrefs of Foab 
and the Interceflion of a Tekoite ) he comes 
again to Ferufalem, where he lives two years 
Without feeing his Father; but at length is 
reconciled publickly, 2 Sam. 1. 13, 14. From 
that time he began to make Cabals, and to 
afpire to the Crown, till at length he openly 
Confpired againft his Father, and forceth 
him to fly from Ferufslem, and to pafs over 
Jordan. ‘This hapned at the end of 40 years, 
that is, either after the Ele€tion of Saul, or 
fince the Birth of Abfalom, > Sam. 15. 1. 7,&e. 
In this flight Zebs obtain’d by Calumny the 
confifcation of Mephibefheth’s Eftate : Shimei 
Curfes David ; Cujbai pretends to joyn him- 
felf to Abfalom, and diffipates the Counfel 
of Achitopbel ; who hence perceiving that 
Abfalom's Enterprize would have ill uccefs, 
makes an end of himfelf The Battle was 
given between David's and Alfalom’s Forces, 
the latter of which is beaten , and he flyin 
through a Foret, remains hanged by the Hair 
of his Head between the Branches of an 
Oak, where he was flain:: David bears his 
Death with great impatience ; but at length 
fhews himfelf to the people, and is folemnly 
Brough into Ferufalem, 2 Sam. Chap. 16, 17, 
16) ] 9. 

Sheba the Son of Bicri takes occafion from 
fome Milintelligence which hapned amongft 
the Tribes, on the account of Davia’s Refti- 
tution, to raifea new Faétion againft him ; 
but oad befieged him in the City of Abel, 
and had his head given him, having firft 
Alfaflinated mafa, whom David {eemed to 
have preferred before him, 2 Sam. 20. 1,&c. 
After thefe Civil and Domeftick Broils, David 
obtaining fome Reft in the laft years of his 
Reign and Life, applies himfelf entirely to 
the eftablithment of good Order in the Ser- 
vice of GOD, as tis reprefented, 1 Chron.Chap. 
23, 24, &c. 

Being now grown in years, he Efpnus’d 
Abifbag, to give him Warmth. Adonijah 
treads in Abjalom’s fteps, and draws Joad and 
Abviathar tohis party; but whilft he Feafted 
with his Con{pirators , Nathan and Batijheba, 
inform David of it, who on this occafion 
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makes Solomon to be Anointed King, 
difipated Adonijah’s Fa&tion , yet whom So- 
lomon at.ficft pardon’d, 1 Kings 1. 1, Cc. 
David having given divers Orders to Solo 
mon, dies, after be had Reigned 40 years , 
1 Kings 2. 3, Gc. and Solomon fucceeds him, 
who Reigned as long. He immediately puts 
to death Adonijah, who had demanded Abi- 
frag to Wife, depofes Abiathar from the 
Priefthood, which he transfers to Zadock of 
the Branch of Eleazer, and caufes Joab to 
be flain at the Horns of the dltar, giving 
the charge of this to Bemaja, 1 Kings 2. 1. 


which. 
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healfo confines Shime! to Serafilem, whom 
going out thence 3 years after (contrary to 
his Order) was zlfo put to death, 2 Kings 3. 
36, @c. Thefe things hapned about duno 
Aiundi 2984. 

Having efpous’d the Daughter of Pharaoh, 
obtain’d of GOD a fingular Wifdom in, go- 
verning of which he gave the fir inftance 
between 2 Harlots, and reduces the Officers of 
the Crown into great orcer, and the People 
live under his Condué in abundance and great 
fecurity, 1 Kings Chap. 3, & 4. 


CHAP. VI. 
Of the Fifth Age, or Period of the World. 


He farther we go from theCreation of the 

World, the more perplexity we meet 
with in Holy Scripture, in adjufting the Ac- 
counts of time ; but this is in fome part 
recompenced by the Light which on the con- 
trary we have cleared in the greateft diftance 
from the Writings of Profane Authors. _ 

This Fifth Age of the World, begins at 
the Foundation of the Temple of Solomon, in 
the Year 2992; and ends at the Jewifh Capri- 
vity, in the Reign of King Cyrus, 4nno; Mundi 
3468 ; which Period contains the fpace of 

6 years. ERS 
Tike Temple was 7 years and an half in 
Building, and was Dedicated in the year 
3oo1, which began the Fourth Milenary of 
the World. Solomon Reigned 40 years, and 
died in the year of the World 3029, bein 
975 years before the Birth of Sefus Chrift. 
But it is incredible to think what a confufion 
in Chronology, is caufed by the divifton of 
his Kingdom between the Kings ef Judah and 
Hrael, which happen’d after his Death. Even 
thofe that have taken moft pains in this mat- 
ter, have had much ado to reconcile the dif= 
ficulties that here occur. 


[In the Large Volumes of the Hiftory .of the 
Bible , there comes in here a Double Table 
the Kings of Judah and Ifrael, which can’t be 
So brought into a Page in this fmall fized Volume, 
towhich I refer theGurious ; as wlfo for the Table 
of 7 Kings of Judah, after the Ruin of Sama= 


Sia. 


of him, whether immediately in a 


Anum Mandi 2988. Solomon having treated 
with Hiram King of Tre, for Materials for 
the Zemple which he defigned, began the 
Building inthe 4th year of his Reign, and 
the 48oth fince the J/raelites Exit out of E£gypr, 
1 Kings 6. 1. 

See the Hiftory of his Buildings , both 
Sacred and Civil, 1 Kings Chap. 6 and 7, 
The Temple finithed at the end of 7 years, 
he makes the Dedication’ of it in the sth 
year of his Reign , 1 Kings 7. 37, 38. and 
8. 1, Oe. 

Having {pent feven years in Building the 
Temple, he confumed 13 more in Building his 
Houfe ; and at the end of thefe 20 years, 
which is inthe 24th of his Reign, GOD 
appeared to him again with Promijes and 
Threats , 1 Kings 9. 1, 10. Of his other 
Buildings, Navigations into Ophir, the Vitic 
he received from the Queen of Sheba , tee 
1 Kings 9. 15, Orc. and1o. 1, Oc. Alfo his - 
ftrange and numerous Wives, having 700 
that were Princeffes, befides 300 that were 
Concubines; how towards the Declention of 
his Life he turned away his Heart after o- 
ther Gods , to connive ( at leaft at their 
Worfhip) and tolerate them againft his duty. 
See x Kings 11.1, &c. GO-D denounces to 
Dream, or 
Vifion, or by the Prophet hijab, who then 
flourifh’d , the tearing away of his Kingdom, 
and raifing up Enemies to him , in the perfon- 
of Hadad the Idumean, in Rezon the Syrean , 
and in Jeroboam the Ephramite, to whom: 


Abijah foretold,. he fhould. be King of ten 
Tribes 
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Tribes, x Kings rr. 9, @c. In fine, He dies, 
having Reigned 40 years, and having lived 
62 or 63, leaving his Crown to Reboboam 
hisSon, aged 41 ; which fhews, that what he 
faid in his Prayer, 1 Kings 3.7. concerned the 
confeffion of his incapacity, and not his want 
of years, 

Reioboam, for following the Counfel of 
the youngeft, faw himfelf abandoned by the 
10 Tribes, who rebelled againft him, andMet 
up Jeroboam the Son of Nebat for their King, 
1 Kings 12. 1, Cc. From that time was made 
a diftin&tion between the Kings and Kingdom 
of Fudzh, and thofe cf Ifrael ; and fome will 
have thisto be the beginning of the 390 
myftical Days in Ezek. 4. 4. whichisto fay, 
of 390 years, during which GOD bore with 
the Sins of this people. 

Rehboboam, whom Solomon had of an Am- 
momte Woman, r Kings 14.22. not being 
able either to retain by Love or Force-the 
10 Tribes Obedience to him, and <ddoram 
svhom he had fent to them having been 
Stoned, 1 Kings 12. 16, @c. and GOD him- 
felf having forbidden him by the Prophet 
Shemaiah, and thole of Judah and. Benjamin, 
totake up Arms on this account agzinft thofe 
of Ifrae, 1 Kings 12. 22, &c. underwent 
" another vexation 5 years after, by means of 
Shifhack King of Egypt, 1 Kings 14.25. 

Feroboam, who began with him in Ifrael, 
to fertle himfelf in this new Authority, did 
{et up an Idolatrous and vicious Worhhip, 
1 Kings 12. 26, Oc. Zadoc having exercifed 
_ the Office of High Prieft under Solomon, after 
the depoling of biathar, tranfmits it to his 
Son 4himaba’s, who Officiated in the time of 
Rehoboam, 1 Chron. 6.8, 53. An anonimous 
Prophet came to Bethel, to reprehend Jero- 
baam, and to foretel, that Jofias would one 
day overthrow the altar, which he came now 
front fetting up ; but he himfelf having not 
followed GOD’s Order, was kill’d by a Lion, 
4 Kings 13.1, 0. 

Feroboam having by his Wife (difguis’d) 
contulted Abijah the Prophet on his Sons fick- 
nels, is feverely cenfused with the Predi&ion 
ofthe entire ruin of his Houfe, and the ap- 
proaching death of his fickSon, 1 Kings 14, 
1, Or. 

Rehoboam dies Anno 3046, having Reigned 
17 years, and lived 58, 1! Kings 14. 21. 
leaving higem (called alfo sbish) his Son 
Heir of his Crown of Judah, and Quarrels 
againtt Jersboam King of IJjrael, in the 


beginning of the 18th year of his Ufurpation, 

But <bijam Reigned only 3 years, as little 
religious and happy as his Father, 1 Kings 15, 
1,@¢. (In his ume flousith’d the Prophet 
Iddo, the Compiler of this Hiftory, 2 Chron. 
12.15.) yetGOD gave him' fome advantagi- 
ous Succefles againft Feroboam, 2 Chron, 13. 
1, Oc. 

_Anna Mundi 3049. To <sbijam fucceeds 
his Son fa, who comes to the Crown at the 
zoth year of the expiration of Jeroboam, a 
Prince of great Piety, and who (without 


concerning himfelf at his Grandmother Ma- 


haca, the Daughter of bifcalom of Gibeah) 
purged the Land of Idols and filthineft, x Kings 
1§.2,9,O%. . 

In the beginning of 4fa’s2d year, Nadab 
the Son of Jeroboam, having Reigned over 
Irael 22 years, x Kings 14. 28. fucceeds his 
Father ; but fcarce had he began to enter 
into the 2d_year of his Reign, but Bahafea, 
or Baajba, King of Ijrael, of the Tribe of 
Ifachar, Confpired againft him at the Siege 
of Gibbethon, and killed him before the 3d 
year of Afa was ended, and extirminated 
Jeroboam’s whole Houfe, 1 Kings 15. 25, Oc. 

This Baafba alfo undertook a War againft 
Aja; and defignedto build Ramah, to ferve 
him as a Fort againft Fudsh: But fe gives 
him fo greatadiverfion by Benhadad King 
of Affjria, that he of all Jraeliwas conftrained 
to lay afide his defign, 1 Kings 15. 16, Gc. 


Therefore this proceeding of fa was not ap- 


proved of from Heaven ; for GOD reprehend- 
ed him for it by the Prophet Hanani, 2 Chron. 
16.7, Ore. - 

finno Mundi 3090. Ala Reigned 43 years 
and died, being only ill iF his feet, rm having 
put greater confidence in Phyfcians than in 
GOD, 1 Kings 15. 10, 23. under Afa and 
Abijam his Father; the High Priefthood 


was adminiftred by Azariah the Son of Abi= _ 


maaz , Radocks Grandfon, and perhaps by 
Fohanan his Son, 1 Céron.6.9. In the mean 
time Baafbt continuing in the Sin of fero« 


boam, was _reprehended by fehu Son of Hae — 


nani the Prophet, and threatned with the 
like punifhment, and having Reigned 23 
years, died in the beginning of the- 24th, 
1 Kings 15.33. leaving his Crown to his Son 
Elah, in the 26th year of Af, 1 Kings 16.8 
Whence it appears that 4fa’s 36th year, in 
which he was attacked by Baafba, 2 Chron. 
16.1. is not to be underftocd of the Reign 


of Aa, inthe 26th of which Baajbs fire 5 
ut 
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but ofthe Kingdom of Af, which had: taken 


its birth in the feparation of the Zrives, fince 
which he found thefe 36 years: For Reho- 
boam had :Reigned 17 , and Ahijam. 3, and 
fa 15 or 16, when, Baafbs openly invaded 
him. Now it hapned the fame to.Elsh, as 
to Nadab the Son of Jeroboam ; for at the 
entrance ofthe 2d year of his Reign, in.the 
27th of sbab's, Zimri killed him at Tirza, 
and afterwards put to death all thofe ofhis 
Houfe, and. got into his place, 1 Kings 16. 
1,'2, &c. But. Zimri was not King above 
7 days ; for Omri (General of the Army, 
with which he befieg’d Gibbetion ) having 
heard of Zinri’s Fatt, raifed the Siege, fat 
down before Tirza ; which Zimri feeing was 
taken, entred into the Royal Palaco, and 
burnt himfelf in it, that he might not fall 
alive into Ovri’s hands, 1 Kings 16, 135, 


6. 

After the Death of Zimri, altho Omri had 
already been declared King by all the Army, 
yet. there were formed two parties amongft 
the People, one for Ziini Son of Ginah, and 
the other for Omri ; but this latter prevailing, 
affured himfelf of the Crown by the death 
of his Competitor. This Conteft having 
lafted about 4 years, he began to Reign 
abfolutely without any Controuler: As the 
33th year of Af@ ended, and continued. 8 
years; having transferr'd the. Royal Seat 
trom Tirzah to Samaria, which he built ; 


- and having bought the Ground of Shemer, 


who was Lord thereof: So thatthe 12 years 
that are attributed to. him muft be reckoned 
not. fromthe death of Tibni, but from thar 
of Elah, for the revenge of which he had 
been Tumultuoufly declared King, 1 Kings 
16.15, Oc. He left 4babhisSon Succeffor 
to theCrown of Jreel.in the:38th year.of 
Ahab. : He was a wicked Prince, doing great 
mifchief, 1 Kings 16. 29, Ge. dfa having 
Reigned 41. years, Jebofbaphat his'Son fuc- 
ceeded .him;. an Imitator of-his Father's 
Piery and Vertue. He came to the Crown 
at 35 years of Age, and: Reigned 25 years, 
1 Kings 22. 42. ‘There's fome caufe ro firfpe&t 
that dzeriah, who exercifed the High Pricft- 
hood under Fehofbaphat, 2 Chron. 19. 11. is the 
fime as Johanan, 1 Chron.6. 9. and tliat he 
continued in this Office (under the Name of 
Febojada) in the time, of Joab. Jeh Jhaphat 
ftrengthens himfelf agdin&t Ifrael, fecks the 
Baalites to extirminate them, and from the 
3d year-of his Reign procures by his Officers, 


-order'd it, that 
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that the People be well inftru&edin the Law» 
1 Chron. 17.1, Gc. ‘ 
. duno Mundi 3095. °Tis thoughtthat in 
the 10th year of Jebofbaphat, and the 14th 
of hab, began the Famine foretold. by the 
Prophet Eli, which lafted 3 yearsand a ha!f, 
during which GOD feveral ways provided for 
the Praphet’s Nourifhment, «. Kings 17. 1. 
This-term expiring, Elijah prefents himfelf 
to bab, evidently verihes that the LORD 
is the true GOD ; caufes the 450 Prophets of 
Baal to-be putto death, and obtains Rain 
for the Land, 1 Kings 18. 1, Oc. This falls 
in with the -1qth year of fehobaphat. After 
this Execution, Elijah gets away to avoid the 
Fury of Fezabel the Wife of bab, i Kings 
19. 1, Oc. Benhadad King of Syria , ima- 
gining, that the Famine of the Jfraelites had 
much weakned them, therefore. hoped to 
make 4f@ and ‘his Kingdom Tributaries to 
him ; ‘but he is .cwice defeated: and beaten, 
lofing in the laft Battel 100000 Foot, befides 
27000 who perifhed under the Walls of 
Aphek where they had. retired; he is con- 
ftrain'd himfelf to furrender to bab, who 
{pares him, and treats an Alliance with him, 
which’ the LORD reproves by a Prophet, 
I oe 2.1,.@'%¢. Thefe Projperities of Ahab 
againit: the Syrians, were. immediately fol- 
lowedby the Violence executed againft Naboth 
for his Vineyard, 1 Kings 21.1, Gre. Febofha- 
peat enjoying patticular Bleflings, contraéted 
an unfortunate Alliance with Ahab, and fo 
his Son foram efpoufed 
Athaliah Daughter of shah, 2 Kings 8. 16. 
and 2 Chron. 18. 1. and in the.17th year of 
his Reign, he affociated tothe Crown his Son 
Joram, Ahab’s Son-in-Law. - - 

finnd Mundi 3106. In the fame year 
Fehofbaphat comes (in purfuance of this Alli- 


ance) to Vifit hab, who: made him great 


Feafts, and engaged him ‘with him in the 
War againft..the Syrians, to have Rameti 
of Gilead, whith they fhould have furren~ 
dred by virtue ofa Treaty made with Ben- 
hadad 3 years paft. In this Combat Jebc- 
fbaphat was in great danger, and Ahab was 
there kilied (according to. Afrchaiay's :Predi- 
Gigr) in the ad year of: his‘Reign.. See 
2 Kings 8. 28. and. 1. and 2 Garon. 18. 2, &c. 
Fekofbuphat being returned fafe from {0 great 
a danger, is ceniured.by Hanani the Prophet, 
for having joya’d his Arms with 4bai’s, and 
eftal:) thes Judges for Civil and Eeclefiaiical. 
Affuirs, 2 Chron. g.1, &. But ine faw himfeif£ 
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in. the mean time.ateacked. by the Moabites 
and. Ammonites, over whom GOD gave him 
the Vitory. by. their own rms, they not 
being obliged to.draw their Swords, 2 Chrow, 
2.330%. | oe , 
After Ahab’s death, the :Moabites. Revolt ; 
Ahazinh his Son and Succeffor having had a 
great Fall,. confults Bealzebub, and -would 
have Elijab brought to him; ‘who at. the 
fecond Summons comes to him, and.foretels 
him he would be never cured of his Wound, 
2 Kings. 1, &c. He would have had Febo- 
foaphat deen Partners with him.in the Trade. 
to Farfis: This Proje& did notfucceed, for 
Fehofoaphat (who feemed at firft inclinable to 
this Nevigatiow,for which he was reprehended 
by the iS. Eliazar, who denounced to 
him the Shipwreck of his Veffel, 2 Chrox, 
20. 35.) at la& refufed it, 1 Kings 22. 50. 
Thus died abezieh without Children in the 
od year of his Reign, which was the 18th 
of Febofbaphat, and the 2d of the firft Affump- 
tion of chis good Princes Son Joram to the 
Crown, 2 Kings 1. 17. At the fame time 
Elijah was takentaken up into Heaven in a fiery 
Chariot, leaving Elijhs the Heir .of his 
Cloak and Office, 2 Kings 2.4, &c. having 
firft written for Kirig Joram, . Fshofphat's 
Son, what concerned him. #lifhe works ex- 
traordinary things, of which tee2 Kenge 4. 


a ots , the Brother of Abszish , and 


that’s Son, -fucceeds him the 18th year. 


of Fehofhaphat, and Reigned 12 years. Fehon 
jhaphat and the King of Edom joyn together, 
in the 18th year of Jehofbaphat, and Reigned 
a2 years. <Alfo Jebofhapbat and the King of 
Edom joyn rogether againft the Meabites, who 
were Revolted fince bab's death. Elibe, 
who was in this Expedition, obtains Water 
for the Army, and the Moabites aredefeated, 
and their King reduced to fuch extremties in 
his Capital City, that for defpair he Sa- 
crificed his own Son on the Walls, 2 Kings 3. 
1, &e. 

” Anno. Mundi » 3312. Jebofhaphat in the 
22th year of his Reign, which was the sth 
of Joram King of Jfrael, renewed the Title 
of Kingto his Son. Jerem, aged 32 years, 
with fome enlargments ef Authority, greater 
than. that he co 
in.the 17th year of his Reign, 2 Kings 3..17. 
and thence fhou!d be taken the term of 8 
years, which the Scripture affigns him, 
a. Kings 8.17. and 2 Chr. 21. 5. iceing the. 


tredonhims years before, © 


fist of thete 8 yeass fails with the sth of 
Jorem,2 Kings 8. 16. which was allo the 22th 
of Jehofbaphat, 2 Kings 3. 1. And therefore 


"tis faid, 2.Chron. 21. 3. that Jebiphephar had 


- given the Kingdom to Joram, becaule be was 


the eldeft, having made other Donations to 
his youngeft. wn 
Ann Mundi 3115. Febofbaphst in the 
25th year of his Reign, and inthe qth of 
this Royal Dignity, conferr’d on his Son 
Joram, died aged 60 years, 1 Kings 22. 24. 
souch about the time the Shunamite Woman 
‘was xaifed to Life by Elifhs, 2 Kings q. 16. 
Je was alfo in his time thatthe 7 years 
Famine began,predi&ted by him, 2 Xings 4. 38. 
- . ae 32 cited Reigaed alone (te 
e death oO bajhapnat) 4 years, Or. 
abouts. He followed the Couries of the 
Houfe of bad; put to death all his 6 Bre- 
thren, with fome of the Chief of J/rael, and 
advanced Jéslatry.as much as he could : He 
faw the Revolt of the Jdumeans, and of 
Lima; he inffered the Phikjftins and -Ara- 
biansto pillage his. Treafures, and to lead his 
KGuesand Children into Captivity ; and having 
been fick for 2 years, hedied aged 4o years 
praetout | nei anes ey any one) Pak 
file anguifhing Diftemper, accordin 
co all which wasdensanced to hice inthe 
Writing:of Elijah, ‘'Chron. 21.1, &c. The 
B years Reign which the Scripture gives him, 


were not compleat ; for che 1ft concurring 


with the sth of Joram King of Hracd, the 
8th year fhould 7 in with the rath, with 
which is alfo adjufted the beginning of 
Ahazish in Judah, 2 Kings 8. 16, 25: And 
as to what is faid, That béziah began to 
Reign in the rrth year of Joram theSon 
of hsb, 2 Kings 9. 27. this muft beunder- 
ftood ofthe.11th year expiring, or spree 
it heing moreover eafily conceived, That the 
1ft year of Joram in Judah, preceeded by 
fome Months the sth of Joram in Jrael ; 
and thus he muft have began his 8th and 
Jaft year a little before the rath fof this 
Prince ; whence "tis that the Scriprure puts 
the 1ft year of Abazish in Judah, beginning 


at the end of the 13th year, and concurring - 


with the rath of ‘foram King of Jfrael, in 
the Paffages abovercited. 
During the Reign of the 2 Jorams, Naa- 
man was fent into Ifrael by the King of. 
Afyria, tobe cleanfed of his Leprofie, 1. King 
s. 1, &c. The Defigns of the Syrians aré 
difcovered to the King of Irae. by a 
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and thofe. whom the King of 4fjria had . 


fent, to feize on hiny at Dethanjaxe: conducted 
by him to Samaria, 2 Kings 6. 8,'Sec. & while 
after Benhadad: belieges Samaria, “which other- 
wifé:had’ faiferéd. a long time’ under’ a gric- 
vous: Famine; but a'pattick Fear-made! him 
raife the Siege on.a- fudden, whereby the: City 
was. furhifhied:' with. fupplies; “according: as 
Elijfha had Prophecied, 2 Kings-6. 24. It was 
after this Siege, fo miraculoufly raifed, thac 
hapned the things recited touching Benbadad’s 
Sicknefs, arid'the fending. of Hazae to Elifhe, 
to confule him, which -was followed by his 
death; after which Fg -becomes King of 
Syria, 2 Kings 8.7, &c. 

O iooges (Che. Emous Legiflator amongft 

e. Lacedemmians ) flourified: about this 
time. 

“na Mundi 4119. Joram King of Judah 
being: dead:-at the entrance into his 8th year, 
the gth after.the death of hisFather ehv- 
feaphat:, and at’ the:beginning: of the rath 
and: laft of: Joram. King. of: Ifacl, Ahaziah 
his Son ( fometimes called Ochozias, and Feho- 


‘ghaz) facceeds him, aged. 22 years, 2 Kings 


$:.24,25,26. and to what‘is {id to-his having 


been then 42 years, thofé'whe:would cutthe 33 


Knor, . think, that in the:Hebrew Text, by the 


{pnorence of Zranfcribers; are here joyned to 
€ 


2 Numerical Letters Mes and Beth, which 
ftand.for 42, inftead of Caph and Beth, which 
ftand for 22; but this Conje@ure feems to 
athers the lefs juftifiable,; ia that this Number’ 
is expreft at lengeh: in: tlie: Original Hebrew, 
and: 1s not: there: denoted * by: Cyphers ;_ and: 
therefore thofe that-are for untying it, think, 
that inthe laft:place is not mark’d the age of: 
Abaziah, bue. the term which: paft fince the- 
Crown of dractwas in the Houfe of hab, 
and the King’s Seat at Samaria. 

' Abaziah: Ellowing: the-Train of the Houfe 
of Abab, arid of which he was’ by: Athaliah 
his: Mother, the. Daughter: of #26 and 
Jezabel , the Grandchild of Omri, joyn’d 
himfelf to Joram his Unkle, againft- Hazael 
King of -Afjria, who. feemed to defign the 
re-taking of Ramoth-Gilead, which Ahab 
had heretofore recovered with the price of 
his Life: But Joram in fome Rencounter was 
Wounded by the Affyrians, and carried.‘to 
Jexreel for his Cure, 2 Kings 8.27, whilft 
he. was under the Phyfcians hands, and that 
Ahaziah King of Judah came to: Vifit him, 
Elijbe fends one of his Difciples: to Ramoth- 
wilead, to Anoint Jebs. King ; w.:o parts the 


next Morning with the other Officers of the 
frmy, Confpirators with him, to- come to 
Fexreel: Foram and <Abaziah come to mect 
him ; the firft is immediately killed and 
thrown into Naboth's Feld, the fecond mortal- 
ly wounded, and is thence carried to Serzf{a- 
lem, -and there buried, 2 Kings 9.1,-G°e. Thus 
died Jorma King of ifracl'in the 12th year of 
his Reign, and Abaziah his Nephéw, King of 
Jadah in his firfk year. ewe a 
Jehu comes to Jezreel, caufes Ferabel to be 
thrown out of the Windows, who is eaten 
with Dogs, 2 Kings9. 30; and caufes the 
Heads of 70 of that’s Sons to be brought 
him from Samaria, whereunito he bends his 
courfe, and finds in the way tlie chief of 
Judah and Ahaziah’s Kindred, tothe number 
of 42 Men, and puts them ‘all to the Sword. 
Being arrived at’ Somaria, fie convocates 
the Servants of Beal in the Temple of the 
Idol, and there caufes them to be deftroyed, 
2 Kings 10.1, Ge. his Reign was Jong enough, 
to wit, 28 years, 2 Kingt 10. 36. but he 
fuffered many vexations from the Syrians , 
who re-took Raroth-Gilead', and ‘poffeft 
much of the Country, 2 Kings 10. 32, 


fnno Mundi. 3120. Athaliah, the Mother 
of dhaziah, fecing her Son dead, Tyranni- 
cally feizes‘on the Soveraign Authority; and 
to confirm herfelf in her Ufurpation, put to 
death all fhe could: find’ in erufalem of the 
Bhod-Royal': But Feboafs, the Son of dha- 
ziah, was pluckt out of the Paws of. the 
Lionefs by the dexterity of Jchofbebah, the 
Daughter‘of “King Jéiram, the Confanguin- 
Sifter ; bute not a German of Abaziah, Aunt 


to Josfo', and Wife of Fehojada the” High 


Prief, 2 King. 11.1, &c. fome think (‘and 
there's probability of it) that this Jetojailz 
is the fame which is called Jehbonan, amiong ft 
the Defcendents of Zudock, 1 Chron, 6.'9, 10. 
and he feemsto be called thus diftin&ly with 
thefe ‘three Names, to wit, Jehonan, Amaziah, 

and Fehojada. ay 
| Ano Mundi 3136. During’ 6 ‘years* Yeah. 

remains hid in the Temple, whill chat Atha- 
liah {ways the Scepter; but in the rh’ year. 
fhe is killed, and oafh igdeclared King of 
Ifrnel, Kings 11. 1, &e. “The Reign of Forjh 
was of go years; and as long az Jehojada 
lived, he’took particular care of the Service 
of GOD; 2 Kings t2.1,8c. and’ 2 Chrow. 24:-1, 
As the 2sth year of Zets King of ‘ilrati 
ended with his Life, fo F:kestaty his Son 
Bbba | fic- 
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fucceeded him in the’ 22th year of Joab, 
and Reigned over Irae! 17 years, 2 Kings 


A300, - 
After the death of $choids, aged 130 | 


years, Jchoafb grew loofe even to the fuffering 
the re-eftablithment of Idolatry, andto caule 
to be Stoned Zacharias the Son of Fehojada 
(named alfo Johanan, 1 Chron. 6. 9. and 
Azarish, 2 Chron. 19. 11. and Barachias, 
Matth. 23. 35.) between the Zeaple and the 
Arar, 2 Chron. 24. 15, &e. Bur for this he 
did not go long unpunifhed; for having 
redesmed himfelf of Hazeel King of Syria, 
by alithe Treafures.of his Fathers,2 Kings. 12. 
17, &c. a fall Troop of dfjrians entied 
into Judea, defeated his great Army, and 
carried away much Booty. The Affairs of 
Feboafh proceeded no better in rae; but 
2 years before his death, he affociates to the 
Crown hisSon Joajh, of thefame Name as 
the King of Judah, in the 37th year of this 
Prince ; which Joafb Reigned in Iracl 16 
years, 2 Kings 13.14, &c. the 2 firt of which 
preceeded the death of his Father, and the 
decond coneurr’d with the laft of Juajh King 
of Zudab, who was killed by his own Servants, 
Leagued againft him, 2 Kings 12. 20. and 2 
Chron. 24.25, &e. ste i 

fimo Mundi 3165. Amaziah of 265 years 
of age, fucceeds in the Kingdom of udab, 
in the 2d year of Joajh King of Srael, and 
Reigned commendably 29 years; and as foon 
asever his Authority was confirmed, he put 
to death thofe who had flainhis Father, 2 
Kings 14.1, &e. a ee 

Joafh was a great Deliverer in Ifrael ; he 
Vifits Elifha_on his Death-Bed, who foretels. 
his happy Succeffes againft the Syrians, and 
he recovers from Benhadud the Son of Hazael 
King of Afjria, all the places he was pofleft 
of in Sract, 2 Kings 13. 15, &c. 

Amaxiah had likewife good fuccefs-over 
the Idumean:, againft which he went out 
with a ftreng Army confifting of 1090000 
Vraelites, which he had taken into.pay ; but 
having disbanded them by the Advertifement 
of an Anonymous Prophet,they made a great 
diiorder in the Frontier Towns of his King- 
dom, and carried away much Booty ;. yet 
with his own. fingle Troops he killed’ 10000 
Idumeans , and having taken. 100c0 others 


Prifoners , his Souldiers precipitated them. 


trom the top of a Rock; herein uling his 
Vittory ill, that having taken the Idumeans 
dae, he £ down Lefors them,-2 Kings 14. 7. 


and more at Jength, 4 Chrov, 2¢.. ¢ 
puft up with this Viory, and vext with it 
Diforders which the Ifraelites disbanded from 
us Army made on his Fronntiers, he fent 
a Cartel of defiance to Foafh, King .of frael, 
who not being able to diffuade him: from:this 

ar, Comes out to meet him with his Forces 
at Bethjhemefh, he overthrows his Army, takes 
him Prifoner, enters Vidtorioufly: into Feru- 


falem, caufes a great Tra& of the Wall tobe 


taken down, and casriesthence all the Trea- 
fures, 2 Kings 14.8, Oe. 2 Chron. 2 $- 17, Oe, 
This hapned towards the end of the Reign 
and Life of Joafb, whom Amaziah furvived 
by 15 years, 2 Kings 14, 17, and 2 Chron, a¢., 
25. After Joafb tucceeds his Son Feroboam, 
the 2d of the Name, in the 15th year:of 
Amaziah ; and Reigned 41 years, 2 Kings 44, 
21. Ae ee 

About this time flourithed the Prophet’ 
Jonah, who foretold Jercboam the Vi&ories 


which. he won over the Afyrions, 2 King. 14: 


25. zs was fent afterwards to Nineveh, Jonah 
1.1, &c. eo 
Amaxiab died 15 years after Jonah, and ate 
tempting to fave himfelf out of Ferufalem. 
from a Confpiracy which was formed againit 
him, he was purfued to Lachifo, and there 
killed, 2 Kings 14.19, 20. 
fund Mundi 3194. <Azariab, named alfo: 
Ofias, or Uzaiah, his Son, fucceeds him in the 
Throne of Irae, at the age of 16 years, 
and Reigned 52. Some pretend he Reigned. 
a, while with his Father, or for him, whilft 
he was _4 Fugitive at Lachifh, which his few 
years will not admit.Others (on the contrary) 
pretend, there wasan Intereregnum of feveral’ 
years between him and his Father, (tho’ the 
Scripture be filent of it, making him to face 
ceed his Father) after a recital of his death, 
at the age of 16 years, 2 Kings 14. 21. and 
15. 2,.and'2 Chron. 26.11. The Opinion of: 
the Jnter-regnum is grounded on what we 
read in 2 Kings 19.1. But we may under- 
ftand it of the continuation of his Reign, 
which began immediately after his Father's 
death, inthe 16th year of his Life ; for he- 
was in full Vigor, as well in refpeé& of Body, 
as that of the State ; and fhould we fuppote 
that he was but 1 year old when his Father 
died, and that he was not declared Compe- 
tent till the age of 16, falling in with the 
a7th of Feroboam the ad, this would make 
no Inter-regnum, becaufe thatin a fucceffive 
Kingdom, as that of Judah, a King that is 
2 
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Minor, is However a King, fo thar fill 
eps be only to- reckon from the death 
‘of Amaziah to his , ere than 52 years, 

shich the Scriptwre allots him. | 
wT he “Ar + Anfticution of the Olympiads , 
which ferv’d as.an poche to the Greeks, is 
referr'd to the sth year of his.Reign, which 
was the aoth of Joroboam. Under this King 
began Jfsiah, Hofea, Feel and Amo to Pro- 
phecy ; he rebuile Eloh, 2 Kings 14. 22. 
apply’'d himfelf to Piety, thro the wife 

ouncel ef the Prophet Zachary , beat the 
Philiftins and Arabians , obliged the mmo- 
nites to acknowledge him, fortified Ferufalem, 
took great care of the Tillage of the Earth, 
and of the Militia, 2 Chro. 26. 1, &c. 

Feroboam the 2d having Reigned 41 years , 
15 of which falls in with the rft of Of, 
muft have died in the 26th year; whence is 
gathered,-there was an Inter-reguum 1n Ifrael , 
after the death of Jereboam , feeing his Son 
Zachary (who fucceeded him, and Reigned 
but 6 months, and in whom the Race of Fels 
was extinct) did not come to the Crown till 
towards the end of the 38th year of Ofas , 
12 years after the death of his Father, and 
that Shellum killed him; and in the 39th 
year of the fame Of, Menahem having 


killed Shallum, poffeft the Throne of Jrael ,- 


i held 10 years, 2 Kings 15. 18, Oe.. 
This Ssabem aciciied great Cruclties. at 
Tipfab, and loaded the people: with a reat 
Tribute, to furnifh him-with the rooo Ta 
lents of Silver, which he was to pay to. Pall, 
King of Affria, 2 Kings 15. 16, &e. 

During thefe Revolutions in the Kingdom 
of Ifrael , Ofias having undertaken to oe 
Incenfe in the Temple , notwithftanding ¢ : 
Remonftrances and Oppofitions of dzaria 
the High Prieft, is ftruck from Heaven with 
a Leprofie, and obliged to live apart accord- 
ing to the Law ; fo that he remained a Re- 
chufe the reft of his Life, which hapned (ac- 
cording to the Opinion of feveral ) 7, years 
before his death, during which his Sonforhazm 
adminiftred the Affairs of the Kingdom, 
2 Kings 15.5. and 2 Chron. 26. 16, dc. This 
zealous Prief# feems to have been the Son of 
Sohanan, 1 Chron. 6. 10. and thus that: of 
Jehoiada (who was the fame, and the Brother 
of Zachary) who having fucceeded his Father 
Fehoiada in the High Priefthood , was Stoned 
between the Temple and the dltar, under King 


Joaf, by his Order, and towards the end of ' 


his Reign, 2 Chron. 24. 20,. Oe. 


“Menahem being dead at Samaria, his Son 
Pekahia fucceeds him in the soth. year of 
Ofias, and governs but two years, being kill'd 
by Pekab the Son- of. Remalia, 2 kings 15. 26, 


“Tip hus died Ofa, having Reigned s+ years 
in Fudab, and feen fix Kings fucczed in the 
Kingdom of Jrael with great confuhioa. 
Now, becaufe ‘twas from the beginning of 
the 52d year of Oftzs, that Pzkan the, Scn 
of Remaliah began to Reign, and Reigned 
20; the Scripture makes the firft year of 
Sotham, the Son of Ofiss, (Reign ing in Judah) 
to concur with the ad of Petse in Jrael , 
32. 
: pa Noa 3245. Jotham was a_ wile. 
and pious Prince, who fucceeded his Father 
at the Age of 25 years, and Reigned- 16 
years, 2 Kings 5. 32, Ove. and 2 Chron, 27. 
1,@c. and inthat there is mention of the: 
2oth year of forham, 2 Kings 5. 30. Tis not 
to fay that Jorham. Reigned 20 years alone, 
but ‘either to declare, that Peke was flain 
20 years after Jotham came to the Crown, 
or that Fotham before he Reigned alone , - 
which he did for 16 years together, efter the. 
death of his Father, had yet exerciled the 
Office of a Regent, and King fome years. 
before , during his Father’s Confinement.. 
Under him Micah began to Prophetie, and: 
Obadiah wascontemporary with him ; and the. 
City of Rome was builc ac the fame time. 
Touching the Buildings and Vittories of Foe. 
tham , fez 2 Chron. 27. 3; Ore. an of the- 
Difgraces on the coatrary which Peka faf- 
fered by the Arms of Tiglat-P-ijer King of . 
] mgs 1§. 29. 
Alia, meg oon Son of Fotnam » 
Aged 20 years, fucceeded in the Throne of 
Judah, and Reigned 16 years ; but ill, with - 
Injuftice and Impiety, 2 Kings 16. 2. and. 
2 Chron. 28. 1, O%. cnt 
Peksh ‘King of Ifrael, who. was now 17. 
years old when Abaz came to the Crown, . 
2 Kings 16. 2. joyn’d himielf with Rein King 
of Afyria to invade Judea; which defign did. 
not facceed, 2 Kings 16. 5.. yet did they great 
mifchief , for Rezin took away Elath trom . 


‘the Kingdom of Judah, and made great 


fpoils, and Peksh kil?'d in ,one:day 120000 - 
Men of Jedab, and his Soldiers in one courfé- 
carried-away 200000 Priloners with great 
Booty ; but Obed the Prophet made them be 
fent back free, and their Booty to be reftared, . 
2. Chron. 28.6. 7 


? 
ee 
NT 
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' Abax obtained indeed fome diverfion by 
‘Tiglath-Pilefer King of Affjria, but all this 
afliftance turn’d to a Snare , and his Ruin; 
and he brought from Daemafcus, which Tig- 
lath-Pilefer had taken from Rezin, the mo- 
del of an ditar which he caufed to be fet up 
in a place wherein ftood that of the Lord , to 
which Urial the High Prieft (apparently the 
fame which is named sariah, 1 Chron.6.11.) 
lent -hishand, 2 Kings 16. 10, Gc. 

_ Abax was alfo diiturb’d by the Zdumeans , 
and Philiftins, who took away feveral places 
from him, 2 Chron. 28. 17,18. In fine, in 
the 4th year of .dbez, 20 years after his 
Father Jotham was come to the Crown, Peksh 
having Reigned 20 years in Jfrael, died by 
the confpiracy of Hofea, who flew him to 
poffefs his place ; but his Authority was de- 
bated for the ipace of 8 years, till either thruft 
in by the <fjrians, or. Vi&torious over the 


contrary party, he began to Reign without. 


oppofition in the 12th year of hax, ‘after 
which he ftill fubfifted 9 years, and then 
Samaria was taken by Shahnanefer, and all 
the people tranf.orted thence, 2 Kings 15.27, 
32. & 17.1.0 18, 10, | 

nna Mund: 3365. dhaz being delivered 
from Pekah and Rezin, had fome refpite, and 
died in the 16th year of his Reign, when -the 
3d of Hofez ended, the Jaft King of IJfrael, 
leaving his Crown to Exechios, Aged 25 
Years, 2 Kings 18. 1. fo that his Father was 
not older than the Son but by 11 years; 
whence it’s eafie to gather, that Mahafei, 
Killed by Zicri, may have becn King Jothams 
Son, but not of azz, who could not have 
i the 22th year of his life a Son capable to 
expofe himlelf ro the perils of War, and to 
be killed by an Enemy. In the time of this 
good and wile King, the Son of a wicked 
Father, and Father of a wicked Son, was 
Azaizh High Prie& , another than he who 
oppoted King Ojas, and the Son of Oriah, 
who obtained this Dignity under Abaz,whom 
fome pretend was named Amaria, 1 Chron. 6. 
if. 

As foon as Ezechiah was come to the 
Crown of Judaa , in which Government he 
continued 29 years, 2 Kings 18. 2. of which 
the » firfk were alfo the 2 laft of his Fathers 
Reign, as appears from the 2 Kings 17.1. 
e*. 19. 9, 10. he fet in good order theService 
vit GOD, deftroyed Idolatry, beats in pieces . 
the Brscen Serpent ,to which the people offer- 
elIncenic, rmfauted to pay Tribute co the 


Afjrians, {mites the Philiftint, and is profpe- 
rous in all things, 2 Kings «8. 4, &¢. and 
2 Chron. Chap. 29. 30, g1._ 

inno Mundi 3277. Whilft he bufies him~ 
felf in fettling Religion, and preferving his 
Frontiers, in the 4th year of his Reign, with 
which concurr'd the 7th of Hofea; who having 
a defign to revolt from Shalmaneer King of 
Afyria, whofe Tributary he had been 3 years, 
he drew on him the Arms of this Monarch, 
who having held Samaria, 3 years befieged, 
took it at the end of the oth year of Hof>s, 
and the 6th of Hexechia ; chen-were the iraelites 
tranfported inte dfjria, and. other Colonies 
of People placed, and mixe in their. Country, 
where they fet up an Idolatrous Worthip, 2 
Kings 17. 1, Ove. and 18. 9, 10. whence came 
the firft. rife of this Samaritanifm. fo. often 
mentioned in the Holy Scriptures and Femijy. 
Writings with an Odious Character, yet it 
fince received a new form, when es 


by the favour. of Sembalet, one of Davis. his. 
great Men, built the Zemple.of Gerrizim, and. 
drew many Schifmatick Jews after him. And. 
thus ended: the Kingdom of rael; having 


lafted 256 years fince its feparation from that 
of aoe . 

out 8 years after. Senacherib, King of 
Ayria, and Salmenefers Succeffor being ans 
Sry. at Ezekiah's refufing. the. Tribure , to. 
which his Father baz had fubmitted-him- 
felf, 1 Kings 18. 7. invades Judeh; where- 
upon Exechish treats with him, and. redeems. 
himfelf by a Fine of 300 Talents of Silver, 
and 30 of Gold; but Senacherib. violating 
this agreement, fends Officers to Zerufalem, 
charged with Inve&tives againit ‘ Ezechias, 
and apes againft GOD, to oblige 
him to furrender himfelf, againft which Eze- 
chias oppofes his Prayers and Faith in the 
Words brought him by the Prophet Jaish 
from the Lord, who difmays Senacherib.by 
the expedition of Dirhaka King of Exhiopia 
againft him, and by the Miniftry of his 
Angel kills in one night 185000 Men in 
his Camp, which obliges him to retire in 
confufion into his Capiral City. Niniveb, 
where two of his Sons, Adrammelech. and 
Shareexer killed him in the Temple of his 
Idols, and his Son Efarhaddon fucceeded him, 
2 Kings 19. 1, Orc. After this deliverance 
Exechias falls fick, but is. miraculoufly 
cured ; with a Promife he fhould live 15 
years longer, whereof he obtains an.admi- 
rable Token, by the retrogradation of the 

dun 
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OF Which Berodac, (or Merce 
Sun, on otcafion O ae ro = 


an t . se e 
, cated by both thefe Names in the Scriptare) 


is thought to have been the Son of 
Cee wal ‘the Grandfather, or great 
Grandfather of Nebuchadnezar ; fends to 
vifit him by a folemn Embaffy, as well to 
con ate his Recovery, as to be perfectly 
Informed ofthis Miracle , 2 Kéngr 20. 1, Oe. 
Yaiah 39. 2, Orc. and 2 Chros. 31. 31. and 
under Eeechia, Nabam began alfd to Pro- 
phefie. | 2 
fimo Mundi 3360. To Exechias, at the 
end of 29 years, fuccecded Menaffer his Son 
at 12 years of Age, whofe Reign was 5$ 
years, and very unfortunate, he having faln 
into all forts of Abominations and Impiety 
epainft GOD, and Cruelty againft Men, 
a Ksogs 2. i, or. and 2 Ghrm. 33. 1, orc. 
"Tis thought that amongft others he caufed 
the Prophet Jaiah to 3 saa = 
which the dpoffle. alludes, Heb. 11. 37. E418 
Crimes Wid noe efcape unpunifh’d ; for he 
was taken Prifoner by the Enemy, and carried 
into Baéylen laden with Chains, whereupon 
repenting and humbling himfelf before GOD, 
he was re-eftablifhed in his firft Dignity , 
2: Chron 33. 11, 12413, 14. and died, leaving 
his Son mos his Heir at the Age of 22 
years, not of his Repentance, but of his 


383 
and others to.confule the Prophetels Huldeb, 
from whom they only brought a certain de- 
nunsiation of Evils, which were ready to fall 
on the Town and People, . with this Confo- 
lation. for Jofias, that GOD would take him 
away in peace before tlielt things hapred, 
2 Kings 22.8, Gc. This good King intend- 
ing in favour of the Afprians, to oppole 
himfelf near Euphrates againft Pharach Neco,. 
was vanquifhed, ane wounded to death, 2 
s, Chap. 22, & 23- 
nee und , i Under this King 
Zephaniah the Prophet appear'd’; buc: it feems 
Habacenk preceded him.. His Son Fehoskaz, 
a vicious Prince, fucceeds him for 3 Months, 
Aged 23 yeats; for Pharaoh Neco dethroned 
him, and carried him Prifoner into #gypt, 
where he died, putting his Brother Elickim,. 
whom he named Jeheiaksm, in his place, 
which heheld for 1s: years together ; and 
certainly by the order of his Birth, the 
Kingdom was rather due to him than to 
Jehoabaz, who was younger than him by 2 
years; but being older he was not wifer, 
2 9Kings 23. 30, Ge. fo was his Reign unfor- 
tunate, and his end ‘Tragical. Ic appears 
from Jeremiah, Chap. 25. 1, 25 3- that the. 
firft year of Nebuchadnexors, falls in. with 
the 4th of Jehoiakim, and the 23th of the 
predictions of the Prophet,. beginning from 


Crimes, which: he exercifed for 2. years to- the 13th of Fofas. 


ich his own Servants ' . 
ee killed him, 2 Kings the War which his Father shad with Fgype, 


confpired againft him, and 
21. 19. and 2 Chron. 33° 21, Ot. 
e 


An. Mi. 3370. Fofas t 


is he Age of 8 years, and Reigend 31, 
ithPicty and Vertue having caufed theTem- of Nebuchadnexar were fo 
ple to be repaired,and the pure Service of GOD the Euphrates, 


Son of Ament fucceeds Country as of Judes ; which 


From that time Nebuchadnexar continuing. 


began to become the Scourge, as well of that 

was Fexdatory 
fince the death of Jofias, and. the Progreties 
quick on this fide 
that ina fmall time he dif-- 


to be obferved, renewed the Covenant of the poffeft Pharaoh of whatever he had con- 


Lord with the People, overthrows the Hig 
places and Idols, profanes the Altar of Bethe 


Tee kk ahaa el High Briefi nezar the fame Tributes, and make the fame: 


and celebrated the Paffver ; 


he quered ; fo that Judea was fubmitted. to, 
1, him, and Fehoiakim forced to follow: the. 


ViGorious party, and to pay to Nvbuchad- 


Hilkiz much contributed to this holy Refore Acknowledgements, which he had hitherto. 


jon, which thi d King undertook, as done to the King of Egypt 5 bu 
mabod, when eer oe This Hiltia years after, this Prince (thro ill Counfel;- 


may be feen 2 Kings 22. 4, 


ype ; but about’ 3 


Shallum, who after his Father revolts againft Nebuchadnezar, and by this 
athe gree of Ahitu his Grand- means mn the 3d year, not abfolutely of his. 
father, who wasalfo called Azerish, in the Reign, but otf his Reign as Vailal of Chal- 


time of Hezekias, had exercis’d the Prieft- 


dea, he draws on him the Arms of Nebuckade - 


i and troublefom times of mezer, and his Ruin; for after the wafting | 
leas oe >. Chron. 6. 11. Hilkia of the Country, by the Incurfions of: the. 
repairing the Temple finds the Original of Chaldsans, he was at length made his Pri- 


Deuteronomy, 


the reading of which fills the foner, and laden with Chains, to be carried 
King with Confternation, who fends Hilkia~ into. Babylon, 2 Kings 24. 3, ce. 2 Chron. 


36. 


An Hiftorical Chronology. 


36. 6. Dan. 1.1. But itfeems hedied in the Jeremiah does himfelf. reprefent how much 
- way, and was caft into the Common-fhoar, he fuffered during this Siege, ferem. 37.12. 
as Feremiah had foretold, Ferem. 22.19. And 13, 6%. & 
then Daniel and his Companions were tranf- 

ported into Babylon, Dan. 1. 3. 

Anno Mandi 3405. To Fehoiakim , 
-whofe Captivity and death began the oth 
year, {pecified Jerem. 25. 11. 
ceeded Feboiakim his Son, who is alfo fome- 
times call’d Sechouias and Coniah : 
Aged 18 years, when he would have col- 
lected the Wrecks .of this Crown, and wore 
it but 3 Months, 2 Kings 24.8. His Father, 
to confirm it to his Poftericy . had affociated 
himfelf to the Throne, and made him be 
declared King with him, when he was but 
8 years old, 2 Chron. 36. 9. but he was 18 
when his Father died ; and the 18th year 
of his life, in which he began actually to 


6.6. as Exekicel seprefented the 
fequels of it in Chaldea, Ezek. 
‘Chap. 4, 5,6, 7,9, Oc. Zedekias feeing the 
City taken by the Enemies, would have efca- 

ed by a private Gate with the reft of his 

roops , and Chief Men of the Nation ; 
but he was purfued by the Chaldeans , who 
took him, and led him to Riblab, which is 
thought to have been fince called Antioch, 
where Nebuchadnezar expeted the event of 
two important Sieges, to wit, that .of Tyre 
and Jerufalem, and there was his Sentence 
given ; his Children had their Throats cut 
in. his fight, and all the Chief Men of Judah, 
(amongft which were alfo skeraish, Hilkiah’s 
Grandchild, and Hezaria’s Son , who had 
fucceeded his Father in the High Priefthoed , 
Reign, and alone, concurr’d with the 8th of involv’d ungueftionably in this Slaughter, 
the Reign of Nebuchadnzar ; who having Zedekias 
conceived fome ill fufpicion of this young 
Prince , who was indeed vicioufly given , 
2 Kings 24. 9. returned to befiege Ferufalem, 
and feloiakim chofe rather to furrender and 
fubmir himtelf to the difcretion of the moft 
powerful, than to ftand out by refiftance ; 
fo that then was madethe firft great Tran- 
{portation of the Jews into Babylon, the 
prelude of which began 3 Months before 
in the carrying away of Daniel, and his 
Companions, 2 Kings 24.8, dc. Mat. 1. 
rr. And thus is found (near the matter) the 
Account which we have denoted at the Head 
of this period of 482 years fince the Foun- 
dation of the Temple, to the end of. the Cap- 


been of the Counfel of Zedekias ; 
and afterwards he had his eyes put out, and 
was carried Prifoner into Babylon , where he 
died ; dane Mundi 3405. 
Temple burnt, and City. ai 
walte, the Sacred Veflels carried away, and 
moft of the people which remained were 


difmantled and laid 


1, Gc. All this happened at the expiration of 
the r8th year, and at the beginning of the 
19th of Nebuchadnexar , 
In the firft Tranfportation with ehciakim, 
fometimes called Coniah (by Jeremiah) 3023 
Jews were carried away into Babylon, and in 
this laft (fo greatly had the Miferies of the 
Siege confumed the reft ) there were on 
found 832 inall, ferem. 52.28, 29. Tho 
who could remain in Judea, being of the 
meaneft of the people, tarricd behind, 
among whom Jeremiah was one, Jerem. 
39. 14. and go. 5,6. were put by the An- 
thority of Nebuchaduezary under that of 


Jerem. 52. 12, 29: 


. Nebuchadnexar fubftiruted then to Feboi- 
akim , whom he-carried away into Chaldea, 
with, the principal Forces of Judea, (the 
Prophet Ezckicl was of the Company )_ his 
Unkle Martania, Fofias his 3d,Son, and whom 
he named Zcdekias, who was 21 years old 
when he came to the Crown, 
it re years, 1 Kings 24.18. But having fale. 
fified rhe Faith he had given to the King 
of Babylon, he drew his Indignation on him, 
Jo thar in the oth year of his Reign and 
continu'’d Captiviry, Jerufslem was befieged, 
reduced to great Extremities, and at length 
taken after a Siege of 18 Months, the be- 
tfieged being vexed wich Famineand great 
Mortality in the rith year of Zedekias, - 
who was the lait King of David’s Race, 13th of Jofas, agreeing with 
Zeremn. 39. 3. Ge. & 526, the. World 3362. Fercaniah (the Son of Hil- 


been foon Affaffinated at Mizpsh, by Ifmael, 
of the Royal Race, and his Accomplices, 
Jerem. 41. 1,.2, 3. Thefe forrowful Remains 
were carried into Egypt, by Johanan and the 
other Officers with Jeremiah, againift 
will, and the endeavours he ufed to diffwade - 
them, and-miferably. perifh’d, Jerg, Chap. 
42, 43,44. after they had, as *tis thought, 
ftoned the Prophet. 
During all thefe fad times, and from che 
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j sh Prie#, who flourith’d the Miferies of Jerusalem, prophetically de- 
aehe eae. a seen Ce Prieft, who nounces to-them their iudden ruin, -Chap- 
relided at "Anathoth, Jerem. 1. ty 2.) did all ters 26,27,28; and in the 29th Chaprer 
he could to diffwade both {mall and great he promifes, that Egypt and its plunder fhali 
from .their-Debaucheries , without gaining be Nebuchaduexars, and his Armies, for the 
any thing but Injuries and Threats of: Im- travel they whould fuffer in the Siege of Tyre. 
rifonment ; Baruch always kepthim compa- After thefe Mistortunes of ‘Judea, and the 
5 "Tis thought Zephaniah, Huldab and He, whole Nation, the City of Ze taken, and 
uf ‘phelied at’ the fame time; He in the Egype fubdued by Nebuchaduczar, as the. 
Sorters Zephaniah in the Synagogues, and Prophets foretold, he began to fetup for a 
Huldab to the Women. “Tis certain, thefe Soveraign Monarch, and to reckon the years 
= were Contemporaries with {feremiah, ana fromthat time. It was then inthe 2d year 
perha s Nabum likewile. : of this Monarchy, and in the following 
Pp The firft 16 Chapters of Jeremiah, ex- that hapned the things related in Daniel, 
cepting the roth, which concerns Zedekias, Chapters 2, 3, & 4. it being impoffible to 
and the 13th which refpets Yehotakim and determine the time of the Expulfion of this 
Zedekias , belong to the time of Jofias, and Monarch amongft the Beafts, nor how long 
contain Cenfures and Threatnings. The itlafted; the 7 times mentioned, Dan.q.16. 
22th Chapter belongs alfo to Fehoiakim, being expounded by fome of the 7 years, 
and Fechonias, and his Preaching, for which and others by 3 years and a half. | 
he is blamed to the 26th Chapter, wherein Nebuchadnezar having Reigned 43 years, 
he recites the Cruelty exercifed by Jehoia~ Anno Mundi 3439. lefe his Son Evilms- 
kim avainft the Prophet Uriah , whom he redac the Succeflor of his Kingdom, in the 
brings! from Egypt to put to death. To this 26th year of the death of Zedekias, and 
time. about the 8th year of Feboiakim, fhould 37th of the Captivity of feboiakim, or. of 
be referred the Chapters 17, 25, 27, 36) 45; Fechonias , 2 Kings 25.27. Jerem. 52. 31. 
& 46. and to the 7th year of this fame in which this milerable Prince. was taken out 
King, the 13th, and 35th; and to fecho- of Prifon, unladen ofhis drens, fet at liberty, 
wias, the gad and 33d Chapters. What and treated as a King, by the favour of 
we read in 10, 18, 24,27,28,30, 31, 48, & 49, this monarch, who is thought to have had 
concerns the firft years of Zsdekias. ‘To fome knowledge. of the true GOD, and in 
the 4th belong the Chapters 19 ,°20, $0, 51. derifion whereof the Chaldeans nam d him 
and what he fays Chap. 13. to the King and Evilmerodac, which is, the Fool Meredac, for 
Queeh, 2 Kings 24. 20. & 25. 1. To. the this laftword was the common Title of their 
gth, the’ Chapters 34, 37, & 47- To the Kings. : ‘Imered. the 
roth, the Chapters 21, 32, & 33- and to _ Since the coming of Evilmeredac to the 
the rth, the Chaprers 38, & 39. In fine, Crown, the 33 years which remain to. end 
ro thetime which followed the taking of the the 70 years of the Captivity, muft be divid- 
Town, and the deftruction of the Zemple, the ed between him, Belfbazar, and Darius, 'for 
Chapters 40, 41, 42; 43,% 44 | the Scripture {peaks only of thefe 3. Jeremiah 
At the time when Jeremiah Prophefied had foretold, that the Jews and other. Nations 
in Judea, Ezekiel who was alfo of the Sa- fhould ferve Nebuchadnezar , his Son, and 
cerdotal Order, and had been left Captive Sons Son, which is, to the 3d Generation. 
in Chalden, treated of the fame things as Nebuchadnezar in dying tranfmits this great. 
Yeremiah ; and confim’d what he had writ Empire to Evilmerodac his Son; Evilmeredac. 
20 the Captives, Chap. 28, 29.to forewarn his Son, to Belfbazar his Grandfon, who ac- 
them againft the Seducements of Hananiah cording to the ftyle of the Scripture is call'd 
and Shemaiah , falfe Prophets, who affur’d the Son, Dan. 5. 2. 18. 22. 2 
them of a fpeedy Return. Thole who allow only 2 years to Evilme- 
The Scripture faying nothing of ‘the rodse, {peak without grounds, and feem to 
death of thefe 2 . Prophets, we fhall not contradi&t the Scripture, 2 Kings 25. 29, 30. 
mention any thing of whatthe Ancientstell and this way of {peaking that Jeboiakim 
ns. "Tis obfervable, that inthe 11th year being by Evrhmeredac fet at liberty, on the 
of the Captivity , Ezekiel being divinely 27th day of the 12th Month, as expired 
advertiz’d, that the Zyrions iufulted over the either the year 37 of ee Captivity, or an 
c 
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oft of Evilmendac, and eat with him, and 
was fed by him allthe time of his life, doth 
methinks exprefs a Jonger time than a year 
or 2; and ‘therefore fome ofthe Ancients 
attribute to Evihnerodae 18 years Reign, 
and others 12. Thofe who make him 
Affaifinated by Nevighfar , his Brother-in- 
Law, Nebuchadnezar’s Son in-Law, and Bel- 
foazar’s Father, with whom he Reigned 4 
years, and Belfhazar alone after his deceafe, 
about 9 Months, produce no convincing 
Proofs, but are feign toborrow trom Pro- 
phane Hiftories uncertain Conjectures, find- 
ing themfelves more perplext when they be 
to agree about the time and qualities of Da- 
rius. 

Let us then, without defining the parti- 
culartime of the Reign of thefe 3, of which 
the Savpture is filent, allow them together 
the 33 years in queftion. It is true-indeed, 
that Daniel pafies immediately from Nebu- 
chadnexar to Belfhazar; but ‘twill not be 
eee from thence, that Evilmerodac 
urviv’'d his Father only 2 years ; when per- 
haps Daniel was abfent during his Reign 
from the Court, attending in fome diftant 
Province on the Funions of his Charge ; 
and certainly he muft have liv’d a Jong time 
out of Babylon, feeing he was fo little known 
there when Belfhazar died, Daniel 5. 13. 
And therefore neither does he {peak of Be/- 
foazar, as a Youth, who came now from 
lofing his pretended Father Nerigliffar, un- 
der whofe Tutelage hehad lived; (this great 
Feftival which he celebrated would have been 
little agreeable to the year of Mourning) 
but he {peaks of him as a perfe& Man, who 
Feafts not only his Gentlemen, but likewife 
his Wives and Concubines, ‘Dan 5. 2. and 
diftinly recites thofe Vilions hehad in the 
firft year of Beljbazar, Dan. 7. 1. and in 
the 3d, Dan. 8. 1. which he could not fay, 
had Belfbazar Reigned only 9 Months. I 
would give then 20 or 25 years to Evilme- 
rodac, and to Belfhszar his Son, and the 
reft to Darius, Subrogat to Beljfbazar, after 
he hadbeen killed by the Conipiracy of his 
own, in the Night of his Sacrilegious Fefti- 
val, in the which the end ofa Myftical Hand, 
by a Writing which Daniel alone could read 
and expound, had denounced to him his 
suin, Dan, 5. 30. fo thar ftill the laft year 
ofthis Darius, who isthe famethat Writers 
have call’d Nabonides and Labonules, as they 
name Befhazar, Labofoarchodes, will fall in 


with the firft of Cyrus, and the laft of the 
Captivity. 

He wasnot King of Media, but of Chal- 
dea, as may be feen Dan. 5.31: and 9.1. 
and heis furnamed of Mede, not fo much 
for having liv’d amongft the Meds, but be- 
caufe he was an originary, and that dhafu- 
evus his Father, Dan. 9.1. is the fame, who 
is termed by the other Greeks Cyaxares 
(Father of <Aftyages, and Cyrus his Grand- 
father) who being King of Mede joyned his 
Arms to thofe of Nebuchadnezar, for the 
taking of Niniveth, and the fuppreffion of 
the Affyrians ; for as Nebuchadnezar had 
e{pous'd Nitocris, the Daughter of Gyaxares, 
and Sifter of Aftyages, fo it teems he broughr 
into his Court this Darius, his Wives Bro- 
ther, and that he there lived in great Credit, 
feeing he was 62 years of Age, when he 
was iubftituted to Belfbazar, by the Faétion 
of thofe who Affaffinated him, and of whom 
perhaps he was the Chief, Dan. 5.31. And 
this was the firft ftep. of what GOD had de- 
nounced to him, that his Kingdom fhould 
be divided , and given to the Medes and 
Perfians, Dan. 5. 28. feeing that this Perfon 
being originary of Mede, poffeft it after 
him, and fettled the Government of it on 
the Plarform of what was prattis’d by the 
Medes and Perfians, Yately re-united under 
the Government of Gyrus, (after the death 
of Aftyages his Grandfather) as may be ga- 
thet’d from Dan. 6. 1,8,12,15. | 

This Darius the Mede in favouring Daniel, 
and eftablifhing him one of the Triumuirs, 
who prefided over the 120 Satrapes or Go- 
vernours, Which at his coming to the Crown 
he had eftablifhed over all the . Kingdom, to 
fhare his Authority with thofe from whofe 
Suffrage he had received it, expos’d him to 
the envy and hatred ofall others, who de- 
figned by a wicked and cruel Edi&t, to make 
him be thrown intoa Den of Lions, where 
he was miraculoufly preferved, to the great 
Joy of the King, and the confulion of his 
Enemies, Dan, 6.1, Gc. As Daniel had un- 
der Belfbaxer, the firft and the 3d yearof his 
Reign, the Vifions he defcribes inthe 7th and 
8th Chapters of his Book ; fo hapned under. 
Darius of Mede, in the firft year of his 
Reign, what he did and faw in the 9th Chap- 
ter. 

Some few years after, Cyrus, who was 
mentioned by the name, almoft 2 Ages be- 
fore his death, to bethe Deliverer of the 

People 
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People of GOD, and the Reftorer of his 
Temple, Wai. 44.5, 8. and 45. 1. purfuing his 
other Conquefts, laid Siege before Babylon, 
during which he Storm’d the Caftle of Bor- 
fineppe, where Darius the Mede had’ withdrew, 
whom he received into Favour, as being his 
Kinfman, and made him Governour of Gara- 
mania, and in fine took the Town by Stra- 


. 


tagem, having cut another courfe for the 
Expbvat-s, than that through which it entered 
into the Town, even when the Inhabitanrs 


mock'd at his Attempts,and fecurely followed 


their Debaucheries, Jai. 21. 5. and Ferem. $1. 
32, 39,40. And this is the term or ending 
of the Empire of Babylon, as may be {een 


Ferem.25.12. 
i 


CHAP. VI. 


| Of the Sixth Period, 


As fron the Foundation of the Temple ( Laid 


or Age of the World. 


in the Year of the World 2988) we reckon 


about 482 Years; fo from th: Taking of Babylon , and she Ending of the Captivity , 


to the Death of ow Saviour JESUS C 
490 Years, and (to others ) 74 Years more , 
mre. 


A’ Mundi 3470. DAN IEL, who 
had been till then Darius Favourite, 
and remained in this quality inthe Capital 
City, infinuated himfelf fo prudently into 
the Favour of the Conqueror (by the Blef- 
fing of GOD) that he continu’d to him the 
{ame Employs he had under Darius,Dan.6.28. 
And there’s great likelihood ‘twas at the 
Prophets perfwation (who without doubt com- 
municated to him the Preditions of Jaiah 
and Jeremiah) that he publithed in favour of 
the jews the Edi& of their Liberty, from 
the sft year of the taking of Babylon, and 
the Chaldean Monarchies fubmiffion to the 
Diadem of the Perfians, 2 Chron. 36. 23. 
Efdr.1. r.inthe year of the World 3470. 
Some Learned Men begin here the 70 Weeks 
of Daniel, and end them at the Death of 
the Son of GOD, Dan.g.24. as if GOD would 
have had the Scptenary of the Servitude to 
be followed by another Seprenary, whic 
fhould bring usin the Death of Jefus Chrift, 
the true Mefizs, the’ Liberty of our Souls. 
The fews feem-infome fort to favour this 
Sentiment, feeing they make their 2d Temple 
to fubfift but 420 years ; and it’s apparent, 


* *ewas-overthrown by Titus and Vejpafian, in 


thé=7oth or 72d year after the Birth of our 
Saviour, But others, to adjuft the Hely 
Chronology with Foreign Accounts (altho they 
bein feveral chief Points uncertain, efpe~ 
cially in what concerns the Perfian Monarchy 
they hold one muft defcend lower, and begin 
the accountof 70 Weeksin the 7th of dr- 


HRIST, there ave (according to fom ) 


and again (according to others) 13 Years 


taxerxes, in which Efdras came into Judea 
with ample Commiffion, to et the Republick 
in order, Efar. 7.7. or what appearsmore 
setocifts id the 20th, in which Nehemuab 
obtain’d the Office of Governor, and the 
Authority of rebuilding the Walls and Strects 
of the Town, Dan.9. 25.Nebem. 2.1. Others 
have moreover on this Subjeé, Sentiments 
lefs reafonable than the preceeding, the laft 
of which is prefixable to all the reft : We 
intend not to enter into the difcuffion of thefe 
Ghronological Punttili’s , in which one 
may fooner guefs at, than demonftrate 
things. : 
After the Edi& of Cyrus was publithed, 
Zorobabel the Son of Salathtel, of the Royal 
Family, called otherwife Shesbat-fbar by the 
Chaldeans, Efdr.1. 8. and Attirfoatta, which 
is the Governour for theKing, in refpett of 
his Dignity, Efdr. 2.63. compared with Efdr. 


h 3.2. and ofbuah the High Prieft the Son of 


Foxadock, and Sherajah's Grandfon, who was 
executed with Zedekias, laden with the Sacred 
Veffils, which he caufed to be reftored, with 
a great number of perfons {pscified, Efdr. 
Chap. 2. and Nehem, Chap.7. artiv'd in Judea 
in the 2d year of Cyrus, a while before the 
7 Months, and fet to rebuilding the Jltar, 
and offering their Sacrifices, Efdr. 3.1. In 
the following year they laid the Foundations 
of the Temple, fdr. 3. 8, But theyimmedi- 


) ately met with oppofition, by the Credic 


which their Enemies found at Court, whence 
tt came that Cambyfis (Cyrus his Son, who 
Ccc 2 was 
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‘was employ'd afar off in the Expedition 
againft Queen Tomyris } favour'd them not. 
And this was the caufe of the Fafting and 
Prayers of:-Daniel, in the 3d year of Cyrus, 
Dan.to.1. Buethe Prophet died a while after 
the Jaft Viton which he had, as may be ga- 
thered fromthe words of the ngel, and in 
ending it, Damr2.13. 

This oppotition continu’d under the Reign 
of Ahafuerus, and more violently under that 
of Artaxerxes, as is Seen Efdr. 4. 6,7, Cr. 
And as thefe 2 Names feem to have been 
‘common to the Kings of Pefia and Mcde, 
(compared Dan.g.1. Ether 1.1. and Neb. 2.1.) 
yet it feems we fhould underftand by this 
Ahofuerus, the Son and Succeffor of Gyrus, 
whom the generality of Hifforians have called 
Cambyfes, who was found the Heir of his 
Scepter .3 or 4 years after the taking of 
Babylon, and Reigned 7 or 8 years ; and by 
Artaxerxes,who followed him. This Impoftor 
who would pafs for Smerdis, Cyrus his 2d Son, 
whom the eldeft had putto death; for his 
Impofture having been difcover'd, and he 
punifh’d, Darius Hifabis came to the Crown, 
and the Jews feeing him fettled, and more- 
over confidering, that tho Cambyfes (preju- 
dic’d by his Flatterers) had conniv'd at their 
Sppreliion, Without confirming the Edi& 
which his Father had publifh’d in their favour, 
yet there was no contrary and prohibited one, 
other than that of the falfe Smerdis, who 
is the firlt Artaxerxes of the Scripture, and 
that he not having been lawful King, the 


Prohibition he had made of Rebuilding was W 


of no validity ; they therefore took Courage 
at the follicitation of the Prophets Haggai 
and Zacchary, and fet ta work inthe 2d year 
of Darius, Efdr.-4.24. @ ©. 1, Hagg. 3.1. 
Zac.1. 1.And Darius having chang’d the Off- 
cers. of the Crown on this fide Exphrates, and 
fubfticuted to Bijblam, Metredath, Rehum, ec. 
who ‘in the time of Carmlyfes, and the Im- 
poftor Smerdis, had fo hotly oppos’d the 
Building of the Femple, attenas, Shether- 
boxnai,éxc. who were more moderate,E/ar.5.3. 
They feeing this work advanced, came to 
Jerufalem, to inform themfelves on th: Spot; 
hear from Zorobabel and j.fhuab, the Autho= 
rity they had from the Edi& of Cyru:, and 
made a faithful Report by their Letters to 
Darius, entreating him to inform himfelf of 
the ‘Truth of the matter, and to fend his 
Commands, touching whathe would have 
-them todo inthis Point, Efdr. 5. 3,4,5, Ge. 


On thefe Letters Darius caus'd Search to be 
made in the Archives of the Empire, for. 
what might concern this Order of Gyrus ; 
and finding the Writing, he confirmed it by 
a 2d Edié&, more careful ro maintain the 
Will of Cyrus,whofe Daughter he had efpous’d 
than had been Cambyfes his own Son, Efar-6. 


1,0c. Thus wasfinithed the Temple, and the - 


Dedication of it was celebrated, and they be- 
gan to Worhhip in it in the 6th year of King 
Darius, Efdr.6.1 5,&%. 

If it be alledged, That according to this 
reckoning the interruption of this Temple 
muft have lafted no more than 19 or 12 
years at moft, whereas ‘tis faid (Jobn 2.20.) 
it had been 46 years in Building; one may- 
anfwer, either that the Jews faid this at a 
venture, withoutany certain information ; or 
that they mifreckon’d the time employ’d by 
Zorobabel in this Work; or that in ‘giving 
moreover a year or two to the Life of Cyrus 
fince the Work began, 7 to-Cambyfes, 1 to 
the Impoftor Smerdis,. and 36 to Darius, they 
find precifely thefe 46 years between the od 
of Cyrus, in which the Jews return’d from 
Babylon had follow’d this defign, and the laft 
of Darius, their fecond Benefactor , under 
whom the Work was again undertaken and 


finifhed. 


“Ic feems that Darius, fince the Temple was 


finifh’d, took no more care of the Intereft of 
the Jews ; whether he was otherwifeemploy’d 
in continual Wars’; or whether he thought it 
was fufficient the Zemple was built, tho the 
alls were not raifed. 

To Darius, after a Reign of 36 years 
which iscommonly given him, his Son Xerxes 
fucceeded,who was-born to him by Cyrus his 
Daughter : It’s he who is indicated Dan.11.2. 
and of whom is mention Efther 1.1, Oc. He 
repudiated Vajhti, efpoufes Efther in her 
place, takes Haman into favour, who vex’d 
at Mordecai for his refufal to bow to him, 
took a defign, notonly of deftroying him, 
but at one and the fame time all the jews, 
which were to befound in theEmpire; but 
the King having read the publick Regifters, 
and the fignal Service which Mordecai had 
rendred him, would have him worthily re- 
compenc’d by the very hands of his great 
Favourite ; who as he was juft on the point 
of opprefling the Jews , Efher oppofes her 
felf with fuch fuccefs, by ‘the Counfel of 
Mordecai, that all the mifchief -which this 
infolent Favourite had prepared againft him 

e 
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is own Head, and turn'd to the 
Seca fost of himfelf and his Family . 
As Mordecai (Efthers Uncle) is without doubt 
another, than he who came up ome 
with Zorobabel and Jefhush , Effr. 2.2. - 
Nebern.7.7.fo what is faid Efther 2.6. that 
he had. been tranfported with the King Jecho- 
nias, isnot to be underftood of his Perfon, 
but of that of his Father or rend : 
But in fuppofing he was tranfported int 
Reigns of his Father, or Grandfather, an 
born towards the end of the Captivity ; or 
after ’twasended; here will be no longer diffi- 
hoe who colle& the Hiftory of Ejther as 
far as Artaxerxes, or Darius Ochus, increafe 
this Difficulty ; and thofe who terminate it 
in Darius Hyftajpis, do dilingage eee 
little better. “Thofe who underftand +. 
Cambyfes are_contradiéed, becaufe “twast ° 
yth year of bafuerus when he efpoufe 
Efther, and Gambyjes {carcely paft over the 
gth of his Reign, having moreover add a 
conftant Enemy to the Jewifo Nation to is 
death ; and thofe who would underftand the 
Abafuerus of Efther, of Cyaxaris, who was 
the Father of Darius of :Mfede, cannot attri - 
bute tohim the magnificence and extent of 
the Empire, deferib’d E/ther, Chap. 1. befide, 
that he was not King .of Media and, Per- 


ia. 

f Zorobabel and Jefhuah, who had the Con- 
du& of the People from Gyrus this year, died i 
apparently under the Reign of Xerxes, an 
by their deceafe left their new {pringing Re- 
publick in very bad order; to fpcak humanly, 
there cannot be given more than 60 yearsin 
their Adminiftration,and in giving moreover 
4 to Cyrus,-after the taking of Babylon, 7 to 
Cambyfes, 1 to the Impoftor, and 36 to Darius, 
according to the common Reckoning, they 
muft have liv'd no farther than the begin- 
nings of Xerxes, to whom there are alloted 
213; at the endof which fuccegdshis Son 
Artaxerxes Longemain, that is, Loug-hand, 
who is made to have worn the Crown 40, or 
41 years. And in effect it appears from the 
Relation of Efdras, that Corruption had fo 
greatly gain'’d finee their deceafe, that fe- 
fbuah’s Children are reckoned among the 
'Priefs, who had taken ftrange Women, 

ar.10.18. 
lee who was of the Prieftly Order, well 
-vers’'d-in the Law, having without doubt 
heard in Babylon, thar by the death of Zore- 


abel and Jefbush, and appsrently from the | 
ee mae and Zachary, who had 
fo well fecondea them, thar all things Went 
ill in Judea, was Divinely infpir’dto return 
there alfo, and to bring along with him a 
conliderable Company of Priefis, Lewites ; 
and Nethixians; which he did under the. 
Authority and Favour of Artaxerxes, in the - 
ath year of his Reign, with rich preteats,. 
authentick Letters Pattents, and a very ad-- 
vantagious Commiffin, to eftablith Magifirate 
and judges amongit the People, Efdr. Chap. 75: 
Ta Mundi 3538. 313 years after. the. 
arrival of Efdras in Judea, which is to fay, . 
the zoth year of Artaxerxes, Nehemah (who 
is held to have betn of the Tribe of Judah, 
and even of the Royal Race, yet another 
than he fpoken of, Efdr.2.2.and Nebem.7.7.)- 
obtains an exprefs Comzmiffion of the fame 
King to go into Judea, to se-eftablifh the 
City of Jerufalem, with a very authentick. 
Commiffin to govern the Nation; of which 
fee Nezhem. Chapters 1,2, 5,and 14. And it. 
feems that this Editt of Artaxerxes, 18 the. 
word , That they foould return and rebuild 
Jerufalem, and raife. up the defolate places ; 
whence begin the 7o Weeks, Dan. 9. 25. 
feeing that of Cyrus (confirmed ‘by Darius) . 
{pake only of building the Zempl:, not of. 
rebuilding the Zown, enclofing it and putting 
it into a condition of Defence. _o 
Nehemiah being arrived at Jerufalem, builds 
uf the Walls, and makes ir tenable in 52. 
days, Nehem.6.15. See Nehem. 12.27. and. 
the Orders he eftablifh’d amongft the. People,.. 
as wellin Civil as ee Nehens. 
apters 5,6,8,9,1C,11,12,and 13. 
See caein the time of £fdras and 
Nehemiah, ‘Joakim the Son of Jefhua exercifed 
the High Priefthood, Nehem. 12. 26, but it 
feems he died a while after the arrival of. 
Efdras , feeing Eliajbib hisSon was already 
in thisDignity, when the Walls of che Town, 
were rebuilt, Nebem.3.1,0% 20. | 
Nehemiah was 12 years Governour, of 
Attirfoatta, that 1s, Ethnarck, fince the 20th 
to the 32d of Artaxerxes, Nehem.5.14. and 
8. 10. but at the end of this term he return’d 
to the King, as well to give himan account 
of what he en eon as cea his Commmif= 
expired, Ne/em.1 3.6. 
fe rnin his abfence new Diforders arofe,to 
which Efdras apparently not pee able to 


withftand, the King was entreate om te 
Tews: 


390 An Hiftorical Chronology. 


Jews to fend them Nehemiah, who at his 
Return us'd his Authority even on the High 
Pricft, Eliafhib; who allying himlfelf with 
Dobiah the Ammaite, had went fo far as to 
Jodge this Stranger in one of the Chambers 
of the Temple, whence Nehemiah made his 
Moveables be thrown out, and appointed for 
its proper ufe, Nehem. 13.6, 7,0 3. Then 
alto Nehemiah profecuted the dificlution of 
the Marriages contracted by the fews with 
ftrange Women, which had been ‘tipulated 
and began by Eldras, Eldr. 10. 3.. And Ne- 
hmiah proceeded fo far on this Point, tuat 
he drove away from Jerufalem one of his 
Sons, who had efpous’dthe Daughter of San- 
balat Honevite, Nehem. 13. 28. 

We cannot certainly determine, how long 
Figras and Nehemiah liv'd; bue thefe are 
intullible Maxims , which may give fome 
ight tothe Hiffory, Firft, Thar Ejfdras was 
Divinely infpir'd, to make the laft Review of 
the Scriptures of the Old Teflament , and 
yeduce them into a Body ; and that he joyn’d 
withthe Book which bears his Name, thofe 
of the Ghronicles, that of Ether (written by 
Mordecai) and that of Nehemiah. 2dly, That 
Malachi, the laft of the Prophets , has either 
been the fame as Efdras, as feveral hold, or 
ue leaft Conremporary with him ; it being 
certain , that fince the clofing up of the 
‘Canon by Efdra, there has been neither 
Writing nor Writer Canonical under the O/d 
Leftament, 3dly, That Ffdras had already 
writ the Chwoutcal Rooks, before Nehemiah 
wrote his Hiftory, feeing rhey be therein 
Cited, Nehem, 12.23. gthiv, That they have 
liv'd both of rhem to the time of Darius 
Godomenuus, in whofe Death (vanquith’d by 
Alssander the Great) ended the Empire of 
the Prams, feeing they have both extended 
the Succeffion of the Priefs, to the Reiga of 
Darius of Perfia, as is exprefly read, A hea. 
12.22, gthly, Thatthe Prieft Jaddic!, «he 
xs the laft mention’d by Nebemiaa, was Con- 
temporary with Alexander the Great, and 
went before him with great folemniry, as 
appears from Jofephus, othly, That Sambadaz 
mention’d in Nehemiah, was Mancffts his 
Father in Law, the Brother of Jaddvah, in 
ravour of whom he follicited by Darius, and 
obrain'd at length of Alexander, to whom 
he went and furrendred himfelf, the liberty 
of building the Temple of Garizim, that he 
sae therein exercife the Priefitood, Nehem. 
13. 28... - 


Thefe Truths acknowlede'd by moft chro 
nologifis, divide them in their Opinions ; fome 
pretending, that the Artaxerxes of Ejdras 
and Nehemiah, is he whom Secular Writers 
have Surnam’d Mvemon; and others judging 
i¢ more convenient to ftop at Longhand ; 
and as the {: jue! of the Holy Hiffory :eads us 
rather to him; fo without curtailing the 
term which profane Hifforians aflign to each 
of the Kings, which have foliowed the Great 
Xerxes, tho with little certainty and confent, 
"twill be eafie to find ones Reckoning, It’s 
thought the Perfian Monarchy Jafted about 
200 years, aml according to the mof juft 
Account, the 2zoth of Artaxerxes Longhand 
was 86 of it: So that in fuppofing Nehe- 
mith was then 26, and liv’d 135, which has 
nothing extraordinary, he migiic have feen 
Darius Codomannus arrive to the Crown; 
and there’s great probability GOD took them 
both away, Efdras and Nehemiah, a while 


after lexander had paft the Bojphorus, that - 


they might not fee the entire ruin of an 
Empire,which had almoft continually favourd 
their Nation. Ih’s not found any one fucceed- 
ed Nehemiah in his Office of Governour, and it 
feems as if after his death, the fuperiour 
Authority remain’d in Jadduab the High 
Prief?. 

Darius, attack’'d fo violently and fuccefs- 
fully by Alexander, and in fine wholly van- 
quifh'd , invefted himfelf with the Monarchy 
by his death in the 7th year of his Reign. 
See with what violence the Ram was attack’d 
by the Goat, Dan. 8.6, 7, &c. Here began 
the Monarchy of the Greeks, which is the King- 
dam of Brafs, Dan 2. 39. and the third Beaft 
like unto a Leopard, Dan. 7. 6. 

Aund Mundi 3670. Sanballat, the Satrapas 
Of Samaria for Darius, had timely joyn’d 
himfelf to Alexander's Party, and’ obtain’d 
by his favour what Darius had refufed him, 
to build the Temple of Gerizim, and to efta~ 
blith Manafés his Son-in-Law, the Brother 
of Jadeua, High Prieft ; whence arofe rhe 
Controverfie mentioned ‘ohn 4. 20. and the 
inveterate Hatred between the Samaritans and 
the Fews, Jofeph. lib. 11. 

Alexander being angry with the ews, 
after the Taking of Tyre, marched to Jeru- 
falem, to deftroy ir; bue Fadduzh coming to 
meet him, procur’d nor only his Favour, but 
aifo his Veneration, putting him in mind of 
a Dream he had in Macedonia, in which 2 
Man made and cloathed like jadduah, had 

exhorted 
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exhorted him to attack the Perfans , and 

romis'd him the Vidtory overthem. This 
‘Mlexnander, who is called by Daniel the King 
of Javan, Dan. 8. 21.and 10. 20. outlived 
Darius but 6 years, and his Kingdom was 
divided to 4 Strangers : Seleucus had great 
Afia towards the North for his part ; Peolomy, 
Egypt towards the South ;  Antigonus , Afia 
Minor tothe Eaft; and CGaffander, Macedonia 
towards the Weft, Dam.7.6. an: 8. 8. and 23. 
and 11, 4. Wars foon arofe between theie 
4 Kindoms, and namely between the Scles- 
cides and the Ptolomies ; whence fprang many 
difficulties to the Jews, ficuated between Eg yp: 
and Sjria, increas’d by their own Diffenfions 5 
and the Marriages which thefe Princes con- 
traSted often together, were rather Snares 
than Alliances. 

The 2d Ptolomy was the Philadelphian, 
fo nam’d, becaufe he had married his Sifter, 
under whom ’tis faid there was madeat his 
inftance, becaufe he gathered a greatLibrary, 
the Greek Tranflation of the Old Teftament, 
called vulgarlythe LXX. 

Tis faid alfo, That this Prince, better 
affe€ted towards the Jews than his Father 
had been, reftored to liberty 100000 Slaves 
of that Nation. Then was Eleqzer High 
Prieft, the Brother and Succeflor of Simon 
the Juft, who was the Son of the firft Oxias, 
and he of Yadduah , according to Jofephus. 
There werealready feveral Mifunderftandings 
between the firft Seleucus the Son of Nicanor, 
and the firft Prolomy the Son of Lagus, cone 
tefting for Syria; and according to the 
vicifitude of War, the Jews were conftrain d 
to obey fometimes one, and fometimes ano- 
ther: But the War growing more fierce be- 
tween the 2d Ptolemy and the 2d Seleucus, 
Seleucus Soter, to whom foon fucceeded Anti- 
ochus Theos, the 3d of the fame Scleucides ; 
Philadelphe by a ‘Treaty of Peace gave his 
Daughter Laodices in marriageto Antiochus, 
and obliged him afterwards to leave her, 
altho he had already 2 Sons by her, and to 
take Berenice his other Daughter inftead of 
her, which produc’d difmal Tragedies ; for 
Antiochus feeing his Father dead, put away 
Berenice, and recall'd Laodscca, who poyfons 
her Husband, and put to death her Sifter, 
and .a-Child fhe had in a Cradle: But a 
while after Ptolomy Evergetes, the 3d of the 
Name, the Brother of Berenice and Lavdi= 
cea, attacks Calinus Seleucus, the 4th of the 

Seleucides, Son of Antiochus Thos, and gains 


on him great Vi&ories, Den. 3 5:5,6,7,8,9> 
Yer Seleucus Ceranuus, the sth of the Sedez- 
cides, and his Brother Antiochus the Great, 
both the Sons of Calinicws, took their Re- 
venge, and efpecially ntiosus the Succeffor, 
and Heir of his Brother, the ¢th King of 
Syria , comes againft Ptolomy Fhilopatir the 
Son of Evergetes , the ath of the Narre, 
who awaking fromhis Debauches, takes the 
Field, defeats utiochus the Great, and re- 
gains moftof the places which had been 
taken from him, Dan. 11. 10, 11, 12. See 
the 3d Book of the Macchabees, which 
ferves as an Explication to thete Prophecies, 


and relates what hapned to this Ptolom; , 


being withheld at Jerufalem, 10 enter into 
the Holy places again{ft the Law of GOD, 
who became alfo a Protector in Ezypt of the 
Nation, on which this miferable Prince would 
have reveng'd himfelf. 

During thefe Stirs, Meanafes the Uncle of 
Eleaxer had fucceeded him in the Sacerdotal 
Dignity, and to Manaffes Omas, the 2d Son 
of Simon the Juft; and to Onias, Simon the. 
2d. Antiochus having treated with Philo- 
pater, watches ‘an occalion, and fecing him 
dead, and that his Son Prolomy Epiphanius, 
the sth of the Name, was as yet but a Child, 
invades Egypt, ftrengthens himfelf with Al- 
liances againft her, takes Calofyria , and 
feveral other places, Dan. 11. 13, 14, 15.- 
After which he comes into judea, drawn 
thither ‘by the Fa&tions which divided her, 
and puts allinto great Confufion, Dam.11.16. 
See Jofephus, Book 12. Chap. 3. But being 
ftopt by the confideration of the Romans, 
who became Protectors of Prolomy Epiphanes; 
he enters into League with him, and gives 
his Daughter Cleopatra in Marriage, who- 
(contrary tothe Fathers intention) remains 
faichful to her Husband; but defigning 
againft the Romans themfelves, he was fmartly. 
handled by them,‘ and in fine knock’d on 
the Head, as he was plundering a Temple in 
Sjria, Dan. rt. 17,18,19. 

Selencus Philopater his:Son, the 7th of the - 
Seleucides, comes to the Crown, forms a 
defign of Pillaging the Temple of Jerufalem, 
and fends thither Heliodsrus for this effe& ; 
but his enterprize did not fucceed, Daz. r1.. 
20. and fee Macchabees Chap. 3. _He quickly 
died, being Poyfon’'d by Heliodcrus and 
Antiochus , furnam’d Epiphanes , or the 
Wuftrious 5; who being an Hoftage.at Rome, 
fecretly went thence, and came into oe 

am 
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and taking on him immediately the Quality difgorg’d his Fury on Jerufalem, Dan 11. 28. 
of Protector of Demetrius, the Son of his 29, 30,31, Oc. : : 
Brother Seleucus Philopater, invades after- “It was in the 143d Year of Seleacides 
wards the Kingdom. ‘Twas this dutiochus, that returning from gypt-he enters into 
not fo properly Ephiphanss , as Epimanes, or Ferufalem, favour'd by thote of his Fadion; 
the Enraged, whom Daniel defcribes, and there exercifes great Cruelties , profanes the 
offers as the lively Image and Type of 4iti- Sanfuary, and pillages the Temple, 1 Mace. 
cbvift, Dan. 7.8. and 8.9, 10, 11, 12,13, 14, 1.21, Sc. 2 Mace. 5. 11, &c. 2 years after 
23, 24. and 11.21, &c. he continues his Cruelties by <polomizs, and 

In the beginning of his Reign Hivcanus by a publick: Edi& commands all the Jews 
kill'd himielt, according to ‘fofephus, Bock 12. to embrace Paganifm, and to confecrate the 
Antiq. Chap. 4.and under him begin the Zemple of Ferufalem to Jupiter the Olympian , 
Soveraign High Pricfthod to te Mercenary, and that of Garizim to Fupiter the Hofpita- 
and in the difpofal of the King. Ovias, ble, 1 Macc. 1 30, &c. 2 Macc. §- 22. &c. and 


the 3d Son of Simon the Second was then in 6.1, &c. Then hapned the cruel Executions | 


this Office ; but his Brother Jafon obtain’d on Elzazer, 2 Mace. 6. 18. and the feven 
it by Money, in the 137th year of the S/ex- Brethern, 2 Macc. 7. 4, &c. 
cides, and began to introduce Paganifin Matthias the High Prieft retires to Modin 
amongtt thofe of his Nation , 1 Afacc. t. 11. refufes to obey the Kings Edict , killsthe 
and 2 Macc. 4, 7, 8,9, &. yet he enjoy’d Commiffioner and a Jew, who facrificed to 
it not long, for Memelaus, whom he had fent Idols, gathers Forces, and refolves on ‘refi- 
towards Antiochus to carry him his Prefents, ftance. 1 Macc. r. t, &c. In dying in the 
fupplanted'him , and obtained the Dignity, 14% Year of the Selzucides, he eftablthes Ju 
2 Mace. 4. 23. and hence was feen the fequel das, Maccabeus his Son, Captain General of the 
of hisCrimes. About this time prodigious People, who refufed to adhere to Idolatry, 
figns of Armies were feen fighting in the Macc. 2.64, &c. 
Air over Jerufalem ; and Jafox on a Report _ Judas defeats in feveral Rencounters the 
that datioclws was dead , gathers People Lieutenants of Autischus , Apollonius , Seron, 
and drives away M:nelaus, who retires to- Georgias, and Lyfias ; purges the Temple, and 
avards. the Lacedemonians , where he dies celebrates the Dedication of it, mentioned 
poor, and without a Sepulchre, 2 Mucch. 5. John 10. 22. 1 Macc. Chap. 3 & 4. com- 
e. &c. In the mean time Antiochus was em- par'd with Dan. 11. 32, 33, 34,35. The 
ploy’d inthe War againft Egypt , (where Abomination of the Defolation had been in- 
Reign’d Ptolomy the 6th, as yet a young troduc’d by the order. of Antiochus, the 25th 
Child, and furnamed Philometer by Anti- of the oth Month of the Year rs, 1 Mace. 
fhrajfs, for the hatred which Cleopatra his 4.62. and in the fame Day and Month in 
own Mother , and Sifter of Autiochys bore the Year 148, the Temple was purified, r Aue. 
him) which he ended by the Treafon ofthe 4. 52, 54. While Judas profecuted his Vi- 
Minifters of Egype,+who having admitted tories, 4utiochus dies miferably , in the 
him‘into the Country, as his Nephews Pro- 149th year of the Seleucides, 1 Mace. 6. !, 
teCtor, furnifhed him with the means of be- ec. leaving’ for Succeffor his Son “Antiochus 
coming Mafter of feveral important places, -E£upater. ‘In the Year 150 Judas befieges 
‘by Craft, Bribes, and Intrigues, ‘Dan."11. the Caftle of Jerufalem, poffeft by the Ene 
22, 23, 24. 1 Mace. 3.30. But Ptolomy mies ; but Lifes, to whom the King was 
being grown up in years:and courage, found given in truft, bringing this. young King in- 
micans to retake them,~and make them fhake to the Wars, obliges him to raife the Siege, 
off the Syriam:.Yoke ; who bearing this and after fome flight Skirmifhes, wherein 
impatiently, invades Egypt, With great vigour, Eleazer fignalized himfelf, killing the great- 
gains the Battle againft»Prolomy , who was eft of the Elephants, the taking of Bethfa- 
betray’d by his own.:People, and renews:a rah by Antiochus , and the Siese even of 
fraudulent Peace with him , which was the -Zemple, and thofe who defended it redu- 
.of thort durance, Dan. 11.25, 26, 27. Fora ced to great neceffities ; a Peace is made , 
while after he began new’.Attempts, upon by which is left to the Jews their Liberty 
which the Romans intervening for Ptolomy , and Religion, which was not faithfully ob- 


» Re was conftrain’d to defift, and came aad ferv'd, 1 Macc. 6. 28, ore, 


Antiochus 
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Ae ded by. Lyfas to, this tions to the whote Nation, fets Jerufalem at 
oe, a Deere Viti » Who liberty, and leaves the Caftle at the difpofal 
1 ag on the Authority the. former 4uti- of the High Prief : But Alexander had_pre- 
wba had ‘ven him for the Government of vented him, and made Jonathan- High Pri¢j, 
his ¢ Son, arrogated to himfelf at.aa- the habit and quality of which he had taken 


Ae Supreme Power, 1 Macc. 6. 15; ein the 7th Month ofthis year, 1 Aface. 1c. 


ime Onias, Son of Onias 1, Gc. In the fame year Demetrius is de~- 

re ae as likelyhood of his coming feated and killed by Alexander, who allies 
as the High Priefthood, conferr'd it feems by himfelf with Ptolemy Philometer, and efpou- 
eg Z ee Alcimus, a wicked Man, retires fes his Daughter ; And in the year 165, 
nto E t, and under the favour of Prolomy Demetrius, the Son of the preceeding, endea- 
Phil als builds inthe Province of Heliopolis, vours to amend his affairs ; but Apollonius, 
~ inft the. Ordinances of the Law, aTemple General of his Troops is illhandled by Fons- 
te that of Ferufalem, and for the fame than, whom Alexander congratulates for his 
oe which was furnamed Onion, of which Vi€tories, 1 Macc. 10. 67,0%. Inthe mean 
fee Fole bus: Book 12+ Antig. Chap. 15. and Book time Ptolomy defigns to dethrone his Son in 
an Chey 6. 7 ae away ese nO ae 
1. she -veay 161; Demetrius the Son of and giver her to Demetrius; pofiefles him- 
ieee EEG bel efcap’d from Rome, felf of Antioch ,and the Kingdom, defeats 
where Antiochus his Unele had fent him as <lexamder, who being. fled into wae z 
Hoftage; is receiv’d by thofe of dutioch, there loft his Head, which Zabdsel {ent to- 
oad by ne Army, puts to Death dntiochus Ptolomy. But this was but a fhort Joy for 
poen his Coufiin German, and Lyfas; him, for he died three days after, and his 
ee che folicitation of Atcimus, who un- Souldiers disbanded _themfelves. Demetrius 
workily ‘bore the Title.of High Prieft, fends by this means finds himfelf fettled in his de- 
Baccbides, the General of :his Troops, againft gree, in the year 167, and Sonathan enjoys 
the well-meaning People, who were.ufed his Favour, and obtains greater - Authority 
with as much Perfidioufnefs as Cruelty, and Priviledges for the whole Nation, 1 Mac. 
“Mace. 7.8, Ot. . Judas. oppofes himfelf. 11, 1, &c, Yet this Demetrius, though fo 
se inft. thefe Violences, and reduces Alcimus effeftuall affifted by Jonathan , matter'd 
es cu t extremities, to whofe’ afliftance not the keeping his word with him; and 
a OS Nicanor from. the. Kings part, who, therefore Jonathan turnshis back on him, 
fieceeds neither under the’ Foxes Skin, nor. and takes. part with ‘the young Antiochus, 
that of the Zion, and lofes his Wiles, his’ Alexander's Son, whom Tryphon had brought 
Forces, and his Life, 1 Macc. 7. 26,é%c, from Arabia to fet up againft Demetrius, 
Fudie ViGorious feeks the Protettion and whofe Troops alfo Fonathandefeated, 1. Macc. 
‘Ailiance of the Romans, r. Macc. 8.1, Orc. 11. $3, &c. Then Jonathan renews the- 
But in the year 152 Bacchides rerurnd in League with the Romans and Lacedemonians, 
Judean, the Battle.is given between him-and and had feveral profperous fuccefles againft. 
the Troops of fudas, who waskilled onthe the Troops.of Demetrius , fo that Tryphon, to 
Jace, and Jonathan-his Brother was chofen whom the young dlexander had only ferv'd 
Fa tain General. in his place, 1 Matc.9. 1, asa pretence, fearing the Arms of Jona- 
ee See what was paft at the entrance of his than, carried him treacheroufly to Prolo- 
Generalthip. 1 Macc. 9. 1, Oc. “The year my, in defign of delivering him up to him, 
following 153 Aleimus dies, Bacchides retires wickedly ftops him , and in fine, eg ae 
ro_the.King, call'd back againft Fonathan, is death, and two of his Sons, whom he had for 
beaten and makes Peace: with him, whohad Hoftages of his Brother Simon, with an 100. 
Jaid Siege of his own authority again{t Mach- sleet to ieee him, 4 Macc. 12, 1, &c. and 

: 9.58, OC. - a ap.13, 15, 36, &c. . es 
ee in the year 160, 4- hilt that Simon, his Brother's Succef* 

_ Lexander, who profeft himfelf (tho falfly,) for, procures him an_ honourable Baral 
the Son of Antiochus the: Mluftrious , rifes Typhon puts to death the young o ° 
again{t. Demetrius, who to oblige and retain chu his Pupil , and poffefles himfel ee 
the Jews to his. fide, permits Fenathan to the Crown , _ but Simon reconciles him” 
saife Men, offers very advantagious Condi- felf againft him a) ae > int - 
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Tons oe and by the Treaty of Peace, the 
- me . = the ha remain to them ; a the longer, notto place thefe Books 
ae — ise ablifh'd, and the Coun> Macchabees, nor the Hiftor a of the 
: 7 again freed from all Tribute, and there. the rank of Ganonical Pooks ; *b Fofephut, in 
ee s a new Epoche for the Nation, 1 Mact. they ferveto fhew the-falfillin 3 of oe 
ow, . ° a eiegne ro=- 
In the year 171, Gaza furrende phet Daniels prediétions. Pafs wemore ligh 
. ’ rs to : ghtly 
peas the Caftle of Ferufalem, and John ible eee oe of the infal- 
ae dis . meee General of the Forces, 1 Each of the Afmoneans who fucceeded 
fa 2 oe : ‘ a John Hircanus bore both the Title of pa 
oppofe Triphon ue de Pritt intending ta and High Prieft, tho’ by the Law of GoD. 
ee : ome ye te ae a by me poder order thefe 2 Offices ee 
‘ovs all a incontiftent, . 
es all manner of Profperity, 1 Macc. 14. by any but che Moffos, Pil ane 
" ° A ee ® » 4. 
Cleopatra, Demctrius’s Wife , fecing | d as their Regality was very totterin 
| foe tae orate a Th fecure her felt putes great Irregularities in all their 
: yranny of Triphon , offers her To John afer ‘hat ; 
ad ny ea best sviown to Rite om iotle Dive Meiteed aoe 
7 her in Law, who and the other riffobulus hi 
Lares tees Rete. ot Bie, Seeks By te Buta year, faving detheon'd his Moc 
Fi n * i 
oe and draws to him the Forest of the Se put to death his Brother dnti= 
eis ° : . His ounge 
ee ee difmayd (in the ear 174) Gece hime of er ae oe 
had fent him oe a o’ Simon engaged in feveral Wars a vrell d oft 7 
did norkee Af co ( for his. affiftance, as foreign; the latter againft Pralomy 5 
Genera, and th . Fort s,Tedemands Seppe,” shurus, King of Egypt, and died he ac 
on refufal aid ibe of Jerujelem, and been troubled for 3 years together ith 2 
ee. ¢nds : eus to walte Judes, Quartan. dgue. He left 2 Soe Ms with 2 
pe ap oe oii ae to flight by the Sons Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus ; Sik a yo him,. 
Re ant ie ee = ee Mace. 15.1, their Mother governed: by the reat she 
Prolemsy, the ‘Son of Abed, and Syoms Soa poffeft her felf of the Crown, and obliged. 
in Law, kill'd ee eideree L, Piast Sie faa Eldeft to content, himfelf with the Prief 
. and Jee 2 of his Sons, rahe Bore of yi in this Authority the {pace 
invited aoe thes ae treacheroufly - After her death riffobulus, who has onl 
wae aie furprize Jer wfalens iat aes d hd ae him, takes "her place, and 
: Jue, ra, deprives Hj i * 
cid ee fade Simon's other Son ; but Prefthood. opt red rae op soe 
cher “Murcher, a ade Fathers and Bro- Idumean, the Father of Herod heard one 
life. cook Gare shi elf. defign againft his and govern’d the otlier of thef Hr as 
9 ofep ies Bak eee Cha ee 11,, &c, by his dire&tion implores the affitance of 
. ?; 4° °TS. retas to d afe- = ; 
and Yobn ki cated ; igen againft Simm ftrained ee ee ae oe 
ae Re is on, ws came from fucceed- leave off his. Suit "to hin: Pos nie fv 
Authority, ¢ the Priefthood and Soveraign undertaking the abitrement oF lie aie 
bcleaes Geniuiee, al coattains Sete 0 ueniled, ces by ere ae where Hiram 
5 ? {trains fon i Meats 
Capitulese under conulitions_ hard src, i be Be ease ie 
Under chi gl, se prejudicial to Religion. Prigfhod to Hyrcanus , “mualtes “Ari su . 
seated th § » who was furnam’d Hircanus, and his 2 Sons his Prifoners ms d i a 
ac a) be . ynagogue the two Sets (fo fa- them to Rom, 22, or 2 years i fion'’d 
high poca a and Sadducees, John to Hyrcanus, who faw the’ Temple ahandered 
wy g thefe latter. by Crafiis; Alexander his Nephe 2 Ueesed 
from. 


Wehave purfued the Series of thefe things 


Fugitive 
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from Prifon, 
ftrain’d to ren 


‘returns into Judes, but con- and having left his Brother ofeph for the 
er himfelf to Gabinus , had Defence of the Caftle of Maffada, goes to 
Rome inthe mid& of Winter, where by the 


his Head taken off b Pompey’s Order. re by 
hh l : favour of dAuthony, and the credit of the 


Ariftobulus , with Antigonus his other Son. 


and Priefthood by the favour of the Par- 
thians ; but Antipater , 
and who ’ 
niftration of the Republick, Hav 
ed and ferved Julius C 
Pompey's Party, obtained the con 
of the Priefthood to Hyrcanus. Then was 
tipater made Citizen of Rome, 
ot Judea. 


Ro recovered the Crows Triumvirac he is created King of. ; 
eT ee by the Rene Senate. Adel with this 
Hyrcanus's Friend , Quality , he returns into Judes ,. todo his. 
(under his name) had the Admi- Office ; but Antigonus oppofes him during 
having follow- Three Years, till at length Hered takes Feru- 


Judes 


far againit thofe of Jalem by Force, makes his Antagonift Pri-. 
firmation foner, and procures him by Anthony's Au- 
‘An- thority to be Beheaded at Antioch. Fearing 
and Procurator Hyrcanus, who was a Prifoner with the Par- 

thians, and gently treated in Ghaldea , he 


Antigonus | alledged for himfelf (before manages his return to erufalem ; and hav- 
Cafar) that his Father Ariftobulus., whom ing depefed nanel from the Priefthod , 


Clr had favourd, and’ his Brother Alex- who had o 


ander were dead , the Father by Poyfon, -gonus, he co. 
# by the violence of thofe Brother; Aged 17 years ; but having moft 


arty of Pompey; but the bafely caufed him to 
revailed himfelf with him, he reftores dnanel to his 


againft his Reafons. At length Hyrcanas loft place. 


and the Brother 
who follow’d the. 
favour and credit of <dntipater P 


his Right Arm by the death of <ntipater , 
who left four Sons ; Phafael, whom he had 
made Governour of Jerufalem; Hered, who 
he had fet over Galilee; Jofeph and Pheroras, 
and a Daughter nam’d Salome. 

Fulius Cafar having been killed inthe Senate, 


Caffus extorts eight 


brained it after the death of Axti- 
nfers it on Ariftebulus his Wives 


be drowned as he bathed 


After feveral Domeftick Intrigues,in which: 


the Ambition , Fraud and Cruelty of : Hered 
m every day fignalized themfelves , and the 
Suits he had before Anthony with Cleopatra, 
followed the Battle of Affium, and the death 
of thefe two, whereupon he puts to death the 
hundred Talents from old Hyrcanus , who feemed an Eye-fore to 


Gudea ; Antigonus, through the favour of his him, comes to <ugafius vi€torious, and. is 


. Bather in Law, and_ other Friends, m 
an Attempt on Galilee, where he is 
by Hered, who by this means conciliates not 


akes well received by him, and obtains the con- 
beaten firmation of his Authority,-and affarance of 
his Amity: being returned home, he puts 


aly the Favour, but alfo the Alliance of to death his Wife Mariamne , and dlex- 


Hircanus, by efpoufing Mariamn:, 
Daughter, Eldeft Son of Ariftobulus, and of the 
Daughter of Hyrcanus. | 


‘Alexander's andra his Mother ia Law , prejudiced by 


Calumnies againft them ; obliges his Sifter 


Salomas to give a Bill of Divorce to Coftebar 


Mark Anthony, one of the “Triunvirs , her Husband ; rebuilds Samaria, which he 


being come into Judea, . 
nuate himfelfinto his Favour, that not only 
he declared him abfolved in Judgment from 
ali Accufations , which were laid againft 
him, but alfo he and his Brothers were made 
Tetrarchs. 

But what follows wasa new obftacle to 
his sifing Fortune : Antigonus havin drawn 
tlle Parthians to his Party, they feize on 
Ferufalem, under pretence of well meaning, 

make Prifoners Hyrcanus and | Phafaelus ; 
Ansigonus cuts and tears with his Zeeth the 
Ears of the firft, to make him incapable 
by this mutilation of exercifing the Prieft- 
jood for the future , and Phafaelus beats 
out his Brains againft a Wall. Herod faves 
himfelf as well as he could , from 7erufalem, 


Herod did fo infi- calls Sebaftie in honour of Augufius, fig- 


nalizes himfelf by feveral other Buildings ; 
relieves the People in Farnine; efpoufes the 
Daughter of Simon Boetivs of Alexandria , 
and taking the High Priefhood from Fefuse 
Phabesis, who had held it fix Years after 
Anmel, confers it on his Father in Law ; 
prejudiced by Calumnies and Sufpicioris, he 
put his’two Sons to death, .riffobulus and 
‘Alexander , which he had of Meriagme ;, fers 
9 Golden Eagleon the Gate of the Temple, tothe 
great {candal of the whole Nation, and makes 
not only his own dwelling, but the whole 
Country a Charnel-Howfe. oo 

Thus are we arrived to the Birth of our 


Lord and Saviour Fefus Ghrift. 
Dada CHAP. 


wo 
‘9 
An 
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| CHAP. VII, 
OF the Seventh Period, or Age of the World 


Wich contains the Hiftory of the New Teftamene, fens the Birth 


Dzftruction of Jerufalem. 


Ano Chrifti, Altho the Spiri 
@ » 4h CSpirit of GOD fur- refolved to dj 5 
. Rigas giilue Spcapiare Marks, Luke out Bolle: pee ee bin ele from her with- 
the exaé time of 3- tO cenote to us almoft an dugel, Matt. x gf Wvinely hindred by 
into the Wall Gee ee, the mean time : 
particular bridled bantos Ge PCuniy a, 2h 8 make the seceniion. and ane. 
‘ reat Curiofity, in rati - eeion and nume» 
telling us that in the 15th year of Yo, ration ofall the Subje&s of th eee 
of .tieias. d year of the Reign know the F : the Empire, to 
Ae Vet Conn end) EE “ee Sra, be fmm 
i red, he muft that. i tat ed, Luke 3, 2, 
oat bornabout1s-.years beforethedeath an ere pies eee 
meee, ti “he ition for this defcri 
aoee pass (according to Suetonius) lived and ae ee Ssturninus was called home, 
76 years ; at the Age of 20 he recei- . Yoru had fucceeded him. Now 


ved the Succeflion of Julius Cefar hi to proceed to this defeription ; 
ae é Celar his Un- Cicription inan ord 
cle-, killed in the Senate by ‘Brutus and himfeif? ahi was obliged to ested 


Calfius: ’ 
me ue ue fore, tho’ 7 Wiph and dawe ant ; ay there- 
Lrumvi 4 us formed the tion at Nazareth : ad their habitas 
after o he ; eee. 2 years, Bethlehem to ber De ooEcs he £0 a 
thony, he Reigned moreover 4.4 oat. a~ becaufe both how mean foever aaa low thels 


; Yer iti , 
Chronologifts begins the .years of Auguftus in ee Was then, drew their original from 


the Empire by the death of hi great King, as a 
aay s Uncle ; . : ? ppears from the Genealoe 
thus we muft fix the Birth of the Sonor GoD: e abe "Nat. Chay 


to the end of the 41ft year of A fi Be 
e e I j ; 
the beginning of the ye eee teas Ing arrived at Bethlehem, they found all 


S. John Baptift, of the Sacerdotal Rank Paces Of Entertainment fo fall, that they 


the Son of Zachary and Eliza ies ondccne “ peas sorted to lodge in Stable, where the 


for a Fore-runner to our Lord, 

ge . rd, was borné Hol ps 
Months fincehis tay eine atealy. 6 Fly Chit,” Gad Hay a ay ered OF this 

other was bigs of him ? += SS) . : 
when the Angel . » poor Cloaths 
when the Angel Geb declred tothe Za) In thisfapinaReengriennt  enoae 
1.35.She dwelt at N: Fefus Chrift, Luke affiftance of the Lord Etidtin 
and was Betothed as sue cee Oe Tae, Bets, Luke 2.6, 7 soot ren ae ae 
D 16d tO Fofeph when the Hea- ~~ Hj eae 

Vi Fi s N; * 

Anda while fa hy ke ee gel to. Sheplers neha decane’ by 
Spirit of GOD fhe went to if hy inctortne Flocks in the. Night ; and a Mi auenooe 
: . ; t Ititude of th 
Elizabeth, Luke 1. ) vilit her Céufin S, Heavenly Choi's 1 " le of the 
fie them’ both in the faith of ches to forti- Air refounds ‘wich “conte ae en tne 
ery. this great My- occafion. Theft Shepherds ee this 

i : o fee at 

_ Whilft the confummation of the Marriage dhapned, and publith h 

as deferred J 5 , F the 

piste oo oe Order and Provi- @ 9, &¢ their Neighbours, Luke 2, 
0), which made innocent Obfts- eae oe 

cv ih Satcher mao Dp 

ned that Jofeph. ivi ‘Zabel, it hap» be on the as: J ME eld to 

Jofeph - perceiving her pregnancy, after his Birch, He if oe pie 

B 

to 


of Jefus Chrift, to the 


“a 


© of Felis Chrift, Mate. Chap, | 
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‘to the Law, and ealled JES US, Luke 2. 21. 


A while after Wife-Men , called Magi in the 
Gofpel, being warned of this Brih by a 
miraculous Star, came from the Eait of 
Fudes, and rather from Arabia, than Perfia, 
to inform themfelves at jferufalem, of the 
place where the King of the Jews was born. 
Their Demand and Enquiry put them in 
trouble , and filled the mind of Herod with 
difquict, to whofe Ambition every thing gave 
place. Being inftruéted by the Priefts and 


Scribes of the place mark’d in the Scripture , 


for the Birth of the Mefiss , he fends thefe 


Strangers into Bethlehem, with a ftri& charge 
to bring him exaét Information of their 
Difcoveries, pretending alfo , that he would 
go and worfhip him. They fetting forth at 
Night for Jerufalem, fee the fame Meteorick 


: Star (for it was not an Ethereal ) which 


they had feen in their Country, which led 
them direétly to the Place where Jefu lay, 
{topping its courfe on the Houfe ; where 
being entred, they find the Mother and the 
Child, whom they Religioufly worfhip, and 
draw forth Gold, Myrrh, and Frankincenfe, 
which they brought with them to prefenc 
him ; and being warn’d from & OD, not to 
return towards Hered, they withdrew another 
way, Matth. 2.1, Oe. 

And this is what the Holy Hiflory téaches 


us; thofe who affirm , they were but Three, 
‘and make Kings of them , have fpoken 
without Book, as well as thofe who make 
them to arrive at Bethlehem the fixth of 
January, and 13 days after cur Saviour's 
Nativity. So the Feat of the Epiphany 


was celebrated anciently in remembrance, 


either of the Conception, or of the Birth or 


{pake of it to all them ,. whom fhe knew 


expected Deliverance at Jerufalem, Luke 2. 


25,0%. . 

Whilft thefe things paft in. the Zempl:, 
and Hered ( who hatch’da deteftable. Detign 
againft the LORD's Life) expects in vain 
the Return of the Wife-Men, to execute it 
with greater Secrecy : Jofeph is advertiz’d 
from Heaven, not to bring back the Child 
to Bethichem, but to carry him with his 
Mother into Egypt, and thereto tarry till 
further Order, Matth.2. 13, 14. It was ac 
Ferufalem that this Command was given 
Jofeph , and thereupon he immediately fets 
forth ; fo that S. Luke making him return 
to Nazareth , after what had hapned in the 
Temple, Luke 2. 39. muft be fupplied from 
St Matthew , to underftand that he return’d 
not into Galilce, till he had executed whar 
was prefcrib’d by Mes Law, and the Com- 
mand which he received to fly into Egypt, 
as a place of fhelter againft Hered’s Defigns - 
For Hered finding himfelf deceived by the 
Wife Men , refolved to ufe the Lyons Claw, 
where the Foxes Skin had ferved to no pur- 
pofe; and therefore he fends Officers to 
Bethlehem , who make diligent fearch in all 
Houfes of this ZJown , and adjacent places, 
and kill the Male Children which they could 
find, from 2 years old and upwards, Matti. 
2. 16, Oe. 

Ic was not two years fince this Star had 
appeared to the Wife Men, and they had not’ 
been two years in the way ; but Hered fuppo- 
fing the Child might have been born before 
the Wife Men had obferved the Star , and. 
determined to take the fureft Meafures, he 
took therefore a larger compa{fs, and con- 


Baptifm of our Seviowr; and riot on the demn’d to Death all thofe who might have 


occalion -of the Arrival of thefe Magies. 


It’s far more probable, they came not into 


been Born fince two years, to the time in 
which the WiJe Men were arrived at eru- 


Judea till about 5 Weeks after the Birth of falem, and had carefully informed himfelf 
our LORD; and that a few days after they of them. And thus, if any Children :were 
parted -from Bethl:hem, the term of the fpared , it were only thofe who were new 
Mother's Purification , and  Prefentation of Born, feeing few days flipt between his Ene 
her Son in the Temple being Japy'd, Jofeph quiry, and his cruel Execution. 


and Mary afcended: up with the Child to 
Ferufalem, to fatisfy the Ordinances of the 
Law, Luke 2. 22, 23, 24. There Sime 


A while after, and in the fame yearrin.which 
3 ESU'S wasBorn, Hered falls fick of the 
filthy and troublefome ‘Difeafe, called Pedi- 


comes to meet and embrace him in the cu/ar, with which he dies. By the Calum- 


Temple, and Ann the Propbetefs meets them 
at the fame inftant; and as he ( before- 


nies of Avtipater, the eldeft of his Sons, he 
had put to Death Alexander and Ariftobulus , 


mentioned ) joyfully difpofes himfelf for whom he had of Marianme ; but <avipater, 


- death, having feen the LORD Ghrift, ac- impatient at his Father’s living fo long , 
-cording to the Promife. be had ; fo fhe began to Confpire againft him, and refolved 


on 
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on Poyfoning him. He formedthis Confpi- having Reigned. (according to Jofephus, who 
racy with his Unkle Pheroras,sHered’s Brother, relates all thefe things at length) 37 Years 
whate Wife was much irritated againft her fince he had obtained.at Rome the Title of 
Brother in Law in favour of the Pharifees, a King, and 34 {ince Antigonus, the lat of the 
great number of whom Herod had put to dfmoneans was dead. 
death , and Condemn’d the reft to great uno Chrifti 2, Hered being dead, Jofeph 
Fines ; for finding himfelf hated by the had noticé from Heaven thereof in Egypt , 
People for his Avarice and Cruelty, he had and receives Order to seturn home; bur 
extorted from them anew Oath, whichthe having underftood , that Archelaus his Son 
Pharifees had vefuled, promiling to them- Reigned in his ftead , he retired into Galilee, 
felves and others, om certain Revelations Matth.2, 20, &c. 
which they. pretended, the Crowx fhould be Herod, a while before his death had altered 
taken from him, and his Brother Phereras his Will, and by a preceeding, he made Herod- 
fhould wear it. Autipater, the better to -4nzipas his Succeffor of the Crown; but in 
carry on his defign, procur’d by his Friends the Jaft he appointed .Archelaus his Succeffor 
to be fens to Rome ; but Pheroras furpriz’d and King of Judea, with reference to the 
by Sicknefs, repents of this defignand dies. good liking of Augufius. Archelaus being 
-Herod futpets his Sifter-in-Law to have arrived at Rome, to be confirmed in his 
poyfoned her Husband, and in making an Dignity , found there great oppofition, as 
exaét Inquifition, he tinds the Poyfonwas well from the part of Herod-Antipas as 
defign’d againft him, by the Confpiracy of from all the Nation » who would have no 
_Antipater, He fends for him from Rome, more Kings. And 4uguftus having heard 
accules him of Parricide, and throws him the Parties, and the Jewifb Ambaffadors, to 
into Prifon, in expeétation of <duguffus his the number of fifty, affifted by 8000 other 
‘Sentence. Things were in this ftate when Jews refiding at Rome, who formed weighty 
the Little Children were murthered , which Accufations againft #Herod and Archelaus , 
Ba& being related to Auguflus, employed in and defired, That their Country might be 
-a fecond Procels of the Father againft the govern'd as a Province , and not as a King 
Son, made him utter this faying , cited in dom, affign’d Judea, Idumea, and Samaria, 
Macrobius) That “twere better to be Herod’s Hog to Archelaus, under the Title of Ethnare, 
. than bis Son. : that is, lefS than that of a King; but with 
This wretched Tyrant , laden withCrimes, Promife to obtain that, if he made himfelf 
exation, and Years, being about 70, takes worthy , thoughthe Jews made no difference 
his. Bed , and tho defperately ill, he, conti- between thefe two Names: But Philip his 
nues in his ordinary Cruclry. Iwo famous Brother was made Tetrarch of Ituria and 
Men, Judas and Matthias , Doftors of the Zvachonia and Herod-Antipas was of Galilee, 
Law feeing him inacondition not like to Luke 3. 1. 
recover , had periwaded their Difciples to While thefe things paft at Rome, and 
beatdown the Golden Eagle , which he fet moreover, an Impoftor would pafs for Alex 
over the Gate of the Zemple in honour of ander the Son of Herod and Mariamne, whom 
Augufius ; but,he caufed moft part of them the Father had put to death ; Judes was vext 
‘to be burnt at Ferico, where he had caufed with divers Seditions , and greatly difturbed 
them to be brought : He alfo fhut up inthe by the Incurfions and Pillagings of this 
Hypodrom; the Principal Perfons of the Jewifh Thendas, or ‘Judas, mentioned Ads §. 36. 
Nation, with Order, that they fhould be He was the Son of one Ezekias, Captain of 
knock’d on the Head, as foon as he was the Banditi , who had heretofore given much 
dead , that the Jews might have caufe to Trouble to Herod. Archelaus returned into 
lament at his.death , tho nor forit.. And Judes , takes away the High Priefthod from 
having known , that utipater (ona falfe Joazar, and places Eleazer his Brother in his 
Rumour which was fpread in the Palace) be- room. Thefe two were the Sons of Simen 
ticved he was dead , when he called for a Beethiuw, whom Hered (who had efpoufed his 
Knife to pare an Apple, and had attempted Daughter) had promoted to this Dignity ; 
£0 kill himfelf with it , .and began to treat but had fince deprived him of it, in putting 
with the Goaler about his Liberty, he purs to death his Wife, who had confpired .againft 
dim to death, and died himfelf 5 days after, his Life, and had fubfituted to him asst 
the 
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’ pilus but a while before ever our eer = Vv char being. re 
the Son of anes fed Matthias, accufing to him at his Bap d "to Nazareth, he was 
“tp tee Poona atthe beating down furnee a aa nd. Mary, applying himfel€ 
im for sut this Foazer in 10 d eating 
Eagle, and put this rs Of a Carpenter, and cating 
ot ve clan was fince difpofleft by to the aids eae t Fi brane Take 


jeaxer, who took his Rank when Archelaus his a7 , we have noreafon to amufe with 


<n dea 2.51. ae 
Serf.‘ pic Fei oor 257, Wg) we al re 
ia, impatl ‘hat pned_in ti 
saae which they seceived from <rcbeltus, World during the 18 years which flipt, till - 


: i ‘Rome agai m, ‘ “0 raed, 
put vocals ee difpotted. of his he a oa Z ves bie. ties 
Dignity ro, years after he had eee refer tothe 13th year. of our Saviour, what 


Fine coat hin Couey reed ony tag ey ere 
te co ’ ‘ovned to Syria, OF Jerijaicm, : ‘eaft of the 
in form of 2 er e Catecwalt , and and by A eet se rich qe Bones, 
where Suirinw’ tale of Archelaus’s Goods, Palever) they Piithe 14th year Augujfus fends 
charged with the fale d "tis in refpe&t to defile it. In the 14th ye hed Office of 
of a fecond defcription ; an for Succeflor to Coponius, in the - 


oes ee a aie i gee Procurator of Judea, Marc Ambivius, who: 
Saviour WaS DOF 


Se ee ea 
remained there but a while ; for immediately 
7 i Jace. 
"Th > the time of this fecond defcription, Annius Rufus was fubftituted in his p 
n 


iri the 16th be-— 
OF this feoone ie Sereitede, In the xsth year expiring, or the réth b 
Fudas the oe incorpo ‘of Lord and ginning, ren apace at ve ayes or ke 
and pretending cont GOD, he drew great fucceeds him, who from Ce tana 
Prince belonge: “rd mim Ads §. 27. In Empire, in the 17th ae a lia Vas 
fore ceeding Verle there is alfo mention Me : eo ee ks ego in this Office 
° fen 2: ee ee 7 . 
one Thala, + Maen che cme of aupan, TE eats; du oe ant, be de- 
mult have 2 ee d with changes in the Fricjino0m 5 1Ot MIM, 
or Tiberi, and mult not be comoarn nee, prived Annas of it, t0 confer it on mat 
another of the like = wvowr, and after the the Son of Fabits, whom he Pia ae San 
under Claudius the fp f honk {peaks after, fubftituting Eleazar to ee deaaine: 
death of HerodeAgrippa ei antiquity of the Of Ammar; but at the years Rs ‘of adel 
Fofephus, lib. 20. gu eri his Eleazer, and puts Simon aon io yes 
Seaton Jee aeemmius as Procurator of in his place; and Cia Caer Son in 
eens ‘lta to order affairs there. Fofeph , cuvamee o that we muft not 
Augafius ome i ; depofed from the Prieft- Law) fucceeds cae t ks often of Chicf 
ined and done, ot Amat (the Fathersin- wonder if roe ite, becaufe the Remme. 
hood, Annus, : ons ‘ in the Plura ; 
Law "of Caiphas) is fabftirated in his room ; Fees Dignity not only Ambulatory, but 


Te Se , ng ae alfo Annual, and fometimes fhared it: be- 
until our , 


About this 
the place tween two Perfons, Luke 3. 2. 

fo conftantly, but that ay i verifiel out time Tiberius made the Jews oe 

fometimes to a Third, as:may Rome, becaufe Fulvia, Wife to Sa , 


; ‘ : udaifm, and 4 vile Fel- 
oF Ste ft ia. Then our Savio at having embraced re rae eS Gia ak the 


. i ‘ h ten 
the age of 12. years was Jed by Fofeph eka phe ecg oe sfoaded ‘her to fend for an 


: hey lived, : le 
vey rom. eee ve the Paftorr, vhete Offering to the Temple of oe . hacia 
big sein aah awake them 3 days; atthe: and Gold, they had appli eis setieare 
he flayed unkaowa vind him in the Temple, Sacriledge) thefe Oblations ee a oa 
end of which they the midit of the De- lar.ufe. Then alfo 4009 JemF | oe 
a Sa =P aig Queftions, to the xreecstOnt Soe te oe eee ihe 
ors, e The Samaria, to ce 

irati 1, Luke 2. 40, Oe. * be little lofs, 

Ser eds afoena only this of what+ Smare eftecming ee WEEE if 
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if ee a mot pare of them.  -verfation, Jokn ‘1. 33. but GoD made hi 
ee 4,28; 30. Pontius Pilate at the known tohim as he entred j ¢ um 
a4 Mi Years -lucceeds Valerius Gratus; with -him, (whereupon he Sold ee Water 
laa ve Years after , in the asth of cufed himtelf from Baptizing him rid ee 
wile 9 1, Ts Hobie eeu tae de ae confirm’d him in the belief 
ea ecg se _mean, of his Deity, Fobn 1.33. F 
of livin van dba 2 Kings x. 8. his way vens spend, and the Hal Spirit inf oe 
Boe . oD ees oe all ne Condutt Dove defcended vifibly on him, and this Bs 
eee © Hoirine or Repentance, from Heaven was heard. ‘Thi ; 4 
an iis Preached » being charged with the in whom I am well pleafed ae - Plas Son, 
fe % muifration of Bapztijm , which he 14. 10, 11. Luke 2,217 “5 le 
2 fim oF Sint M m of Repentance for the Ree Our Saviour ‘being Baptized accord; 
3. ; "yo. - a Re Ey sete a fl 8. Luke the common Opinionthe 6th oF January ice e 
+. Joven 1.6, oc. He began by the Delart ried into theD herch . eh 
of Judes, that is, by thac Counir | ort Where he remains 40 Day 
qa : lat y of Judea, and 40 Nj : - cio 
: ue tor being the lets inhabited and culti- pte eerieete pn ee and 
ae than the reft of the Country , was Mark. 1, pg Shae Sala at.g. 1, Oe, 
= t = Hill Comtry, and the Defart Coun- From ‘thence he Yai to Bethab 
PD 4 ee 39: where he had been brought. where S. John Baptiz’d, mix’d eae 
oF hie es s corte toast the rales omg throng of his other Auditors. Then ieee 
ot a Naxarite, to which no lefs t Samp~ S.Fok: ie £° 
Jen hehad been obliged, before his Birch, ta aE aisle to demand of 
vould. fay a eee ae as who ee Prophet promis’d by Mojes, he deciar'a a 
eae e ee of Pafage, John x. 28, them what his Office w » he declar’d 
noite is thought to be the fame place way he area vas in the mi af fae 
oes 7 the Yraclites (under the Condu& The next morming feeing Fefus whi oe 
oe ) cued into the Land of Canaan, towards him, he denoted him in 0 Se 
Thole os ¢. 6 __ his Hearers, as being the true M: nce sd che 
attended hi Maik » that S. John Baptif? day following he {peaks ofaim farchies to. 4 
Baptif f pete fome years before the his. Difciples, one of which was Andy oc 
Z pei is 0 aoe Ciniff, will be hard put to Brother of Peter, and the other (as ew, the 
oink ban pee, Sounds for their fum’d) S. ob the Bvangelif; thefe two fol 
t pe ep .but being older than our LORD lowed our Saviour, who brinas th e ol- 
dln oe J rf et had been where they pafs the reft of the day vs 
eady ¢ ar ontns empleyed in the ex- drew brin his Brot Che day. Ate 
ercile of his Office, before our LORD- wa rhe Bs, Ss Brother Simax to him, 
As . : ‘Was to whom Fefus declares. h +4 
ry his Baptifm folemnly inaugurated into Cephas, which is Peter, Jolin nie a d 
Lie ; a oes day following the LORD defiens for Gay; 
Beh al 3 Byer oF ae tho he ane makes him/eif alio be Bee ole 
Soe Miracle, John io. ar. bf tho bri : : . 
i 2 ee ae Matt. 3. 7. Luke 36%. his ee ye brings to him Nathaniel, John 1. 
‘iiructions weighty and pertinent to every” Three days after i 
x e 8 2 r » ° 
Cy Lae she aad A eect es 2 *esnd he Meig 
cat come icy him and Woe nese le MIO a thei of ik 
: im, and whole Kore-run- racles:.and from thence pailes ; . 
pe he was, saa 3- 11. Lure 3.15, 16,17, with his Mother and Relations, Whee aoe 
. if 4. In fine, as they came to him buta few days, Fobu 2. 1, oc , me 
ioe ni Heat Fefus ae be- ie 31. From Galilee, he afcends up to 7 
ge, orthereabouts, Luke 3. rvfalem onaccount of rh es 
23. came alfo himfelf from Nazareth to che pure’d the 7 Oe ere, nee bs 
*, : c purg d the Zemple and . 
nar end, Matt. 3. 13. Afark 1.9. Luke divers Miracies, Foim ee himfelf by 
aoe “i Nicodemus comes by Nic! Been gi oon aaa 
ihr 8 net ot kw. who al vy ea a 
hance or outward Con- touching R generation, of Exith, and his own 


Death, 


- free Reproofs which 
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Death, John 3.1, Gre. He leaves Ferufalem Sons of Zebedee, to the Apoftlefrip, Matt. ¢- 


‘to preach in all Judea, where he makes Dif- 18, Oc. having taught the People out-of 


ciples, and Baptizes by the Miniftry of the Simon's little Ship, where was drawn up 
on S. sais the Boptif » who Dery day afterwards that paradocs: number of Hifes, 
ave ground to-him, having left jordan, Luke 5.3, Gc. In the fame Town he deli- 
aptized at Enon, where on occafion of a Dif= vers one poffeft in the Synagogue, Cures 
pute agitated between the Jews and hisDif- S. Peter's Mother-in-Law, who lay fick of 2 
ciples, touching Puri cation, he inftru€tsthem Fever, and at Night he had divers fick People 
very particularly of the Perfon and Office of brought to him, whom he healed, Matt. 8. 14. 
Jefus Chrift, John 3.22, oc. A whileafter Mark 1.23, Oc. Luke 4. 33, 0%. The next 
S. John was confined to Prifon by Herod dnti- Morning being followed by his Difcples, he 
pus, Tetrarch of Galilee, who yet took onhim gocth into a-Defart place, where great Mul- 
the Title of King, impatiently bearing the titudes followed him ; paffes from one place 
this faithful Servant of to another, Preaching in the Synagogues , 

GOD made him on occafion of Herodias, the and healing the Sick, Matth. 4. .23. -Mark 
Wife of his Brother -Pilig, the Zetrarch of 1. 35; dre. Luke 4.42. Efpecially he cleanfes 
Luria, who at his - folicitation had left her a Leper, who notwithftanding our LORD's 


_ Husband, by a Bill of Divorce, againft the Prohibition, publifhes every where this Mi- 


Laws and Cufoms ofthe Natio, which granted rack, Matth. 8 1. Mark 1. 49. Luke” 
not this priviledge toWomen, and had joyn’d 12. 2 
herfelfto this Perfon, Merk 6. 17, &c. Matt,  -Being-returned from this Circuit to Caper- 
LAs 3545 5°  naum, he teaches near home, Cures ont 
“Our Saviour having heard of the Imprifon- fick of the Pslfe, born by four; Calls in 
ment of St. John, and of the Jealoufie the (pafling by) Levi, or Matthew, to_ the 
‘Pharifees had at hisproceédings at Jerafalem, Apoftlhip, who makes him a great Feaft, 
he leaves Judea to return into Galilee, Matt.4. being accompanied with other Publican: ; 
12. John 4.1, 07. at which the Pherifees offended, were alfo 
In this Journey which :he made inthe Win- difpleafed at his Difciples not Fafling , 
ter, he paft thro .the Country of: Samaria, Matth. 9.1, dc. Mark 2.1, Oc. Lukes. 
had at the entrance into the Town of Sichar, 17, Ore. . 
or Sichem,.a-very important Dialogue with The Feaft of the -Pafover (Ame 32) 
a Woman of that Country, and is well re- drawing near. he goes -up to "Jerufaleen ; 
ceived by the Inhabitants of the place, where where heheals on the Sabbathaday the fick 
he ftays'2 days, Joh 4.°4, &c. From thence Perfon, ‘which lay at the Pool of Bethefde, 
he arrives in Galilee, where he is well re» and juftifies this Action, join 5. 3, Oc. 
céived, Mark 1. 14. Luke 4 14, 15. Jokn 4.45. Paffing a while after thro’ the Corn-Fields on 
Being at Cana, he there fignalizes himfelf by the Sabbath-day, he excufes his Difciples for 
a 2d Miracle, in curing with a word fpeaking, their having on that day plucked the Ears 
the Son of one of Hered’s. Officers, who is of the Gorn, to fatisfie (in fome fort) their 
thought to have been Chuze, the Stewardof hunger, Matth. 12. 1, Oc. Mark. 2. 23. Luke 
his Houthold, John 4.46,0°c. He paffesfrom 6. 1, Oc. On another Sabbath, he heals in 
thence to Capernaum ; where having wrought the Synagogue one one who had a witherdtHand 5 
feveral Miracles, he comes to Nazareth, and at which the Pharifees being offended con- 
is immediately heard in the Synagogue with {pire againft him, together with the Herodi- 
admiration ; butfor aries fpokentoofreely as; on which account he retires towards 
he was in danger of his ite, and isonthe the Sea, followed by a great Multitude, 
point of being precipitated from the topofe -Matth, 12. 9, dc. Mark 3.1, Oc. Lake 6.6, 
.Mountain, Luke 4. 16, Gc. and therefore he -@c. About this time ‘he went apart into a 
returns to Capernaum, and there teaches every Mountain to pray, after which he chofe and 
Sabbath-day, Matt. 13.17. Mark 1.21, 22. eftablith’d his 12 Difeiples, who had not as yet 
4 BUCe been called by this Name, Matth. 10.4, Ge. 
‘During his ftay at Capernaum, whencehe Mark 3. 13. Luke 6. 13. 
oft went out to preachin the Neighbouring | Coming down from the Mountain with 
arts; he calls -Simon Peter and Andrew his them, he findsin the Plain a great Multi- 


Brother, and afterward James and John, the tude cf people. come from all parts to vee 
ee. him, 
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him, and be healed by him, who were not 
fent away fruitlefs, Luke 6. 17, Ge. Scarce 
had he entred into an Houfe, but the Multi- 
tudes came and found him, and gave him 
not the leifure to eat Bread; fo that his 
Relations came to difengage him, Mark 3. 
20, @c. He afterwards made that excellent 
Sermon on the Mount, which we read Matt. 
Chap. 5, 6,7. Luke 6. 20, Uc. having finifh’d 
it, he Cured the Centurions Servant, Matth. 8. 
5, Oc. Luke 7.1, re, 

The next Morning he goes to Naum, 
where he reftores the Widows Son to ues 
that was carried to be Buried, Luke 7.11, Gc. 
Then S. Johs fends from Prifon two of his 
Difciples to Ghrift (more for their Inftru- 

ion, than his own ) with.a Meflage , to 
know of him, Whether he was that to come, 
or whether they were to expe¢t.another ? To 


which he fully fatisfies them, and paffes from his 


thence tothe. praifes of S. john, Matt. 11. 2, 
oc. Luke 7. 18, Orc, 

He is afterwards invited by Simon the 
Pharifee,” where he defends againft his Hoft, 
the proceeding of the Repenting Sinner, 
who had watheds his Feet with her Tears, 
Luke 7. 36, Gc. After this he paffes and 
Preaches from Town to Town, followed by 
his 12 Apofles, and fome devout Women, 
who aflifted him in what he wanted, Luke 
8.1, @¢. Curing one who was poffeft that 
was Desf and Blind, he refutes the Calumny 
of the Scribes. and Phavifees , come from 
Ferufalem ; who accufed him for Cafting out 
Dewils. by Beelzebub, the Prince of the De- 
wils, Matt. 12. 22, Oc. Mark. 3. 22, dv. 
And to thofe who demanded of him a fign 
from Heaven, he offers no other than that 
of Songs, Matt. 12.. 38, @c. As he ended 
this Difcourfe, he was told his Mother, and 
Brethren were at the Door, who would fpeak 
with him, to whom he anfwers, that he pre- 
ferred his Spiritual Kindred before all Carnal 
Relations, Matt. 12. 46, Gc. Mark 3. 31, Gc. 
Luke 8. 19, Gre. 

Departing thence he fits down by the Sea- 
fide, and being gotten into a little Yefél, to 
be lefs crowded , he teaches the People by 
many Parables, who ftood_ on the Shore , 
Matt. 13.1, Gre. Mark 4. 1, Oye. Luke 8. 4,0". 
- Night being come, having feverely an{wer- 
ed.fome, who would have followed him, he 
defigns with his Difciples to pafs to the 
other fide of the Lake, Calming by his bare 
Word a great Zempeft , which arofe during 


the Night whilft he flept, Mate. 8. 18, ee. 


Mark 4. 35, Orc. Luke 8. 22, Oe. So that 
he arrives in the Country of the Gadaren:, 
where he cafts out Devils from two Perfons 
poffeft, ( tho S. Mark and S. Luke fpeak but 
of one, being probably the moft fignal and 
furious ) and permits the Zvil Spirits-to ene. 
ter into a Herd of Swine thereby feeding, 
and to precipitate them into the Sea, wheres 
upon the Inhabitants of the Country defire- 
him to depart from them; thofe who were. 
cured, publifh all about Decapolis the benefit 
they had received, Matt.8.28. Mark 5. 1, dc. 
Luke 8. 26, Gre. 

Hereupon he repaffes the Lake, and comes 
to Capernaum, where he is received on: the 
Shore-fide by great numbers. of People who 
expected him, Luke 8. 40. and. fatisfies the 
Queftion asked by St John’s Difceples, touching 
is not Fafting, Matt. 9. 14, &c. 

_Jaires entreats him to come and vifit 
his only Daughter, who was at the point of. 
Death’; and in going, the woman who was 
troubled with the Bloedy Flux for twelve years, 
was healed by only touching the Hon of 
his Garment ; and Fairus’s Daughter being 
dead in the mean time , is raifed to life b 
him, Matt.9. 18, &c. Mark 5.22. and Zube 


8. 41, &c. Coming from thence he gives 


fight to two Bhnd Perfons, and caft oug an 
rhe aed from one that was Dumb; Matt. 9. 
27, &¢. . 

Paffing from one Zewn.to another, he is 
again defpifed by thofe of Nezereth , who 
twit him with his being a Carpenter, Matt. 
9. 35. and 13. 54, &c. Mark 6.1, &c. 
But being moved with compaffion towards 


the- Multitude , becaufe the Harveft. was’ 


great and the Labourers few, Matt. 9. 35. 
He fends his 12 Apoftles.2 by 2, to Preach 
and Heal the Sick in his Name, Matt. 10. 
1, &c. Mark 6.7, &c. Luke 9.3, &c- Then 
was St John Baptift Beheaded in Prifos, and 
his Head given ina Charger to Herodias 
Daughter, by Hered’s Order, who by a sath 
Oath found himfelf obliged to this Cruelty ; 
and his Bedy is buried by his Difciples, who 
came and inform’d our Lord thereof, Matt. 
14. 1, &c. Mark 6.17, &c. Not long after, 
from what was nois’d of efus Chrift, Herod 
is in perplexity, he being faid ta be John, 
who was rifen from the dead, the truth of 
Heavenly paflages being no where lefs known 
than at Court, iuke.9. 7, 8, 9. 


The 
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Apofiles seturn to our Saviour Chrift , 
anne kin the fuccefS of their Preach- 
ing, and he, to procure them fome reft, leads 
them afide , in a place near Besh{aida, 
where great Multitudes follow him, and ha- 
ving initructed them, he feeds them ro the 


number of s000 Men,without reckoning the & 


‘Women and Children, with 5 Loaves and 2 Eifbes, 
Mat 14. 13; oo 6. 30, &c. Luke 9. 10, 
&c. John 6.1, &e. 

Knowing that the Multitude he had fed , 
projefted to feize on him, and force him to 
be a King, he retires alone into 2 Mountain , 
obliges his Difciples to take Shipping , and 
to draw towards Capernaum ; he comes to 
them at Midnight, walking on the Sea, St 
Peter Obtains elfo to walk on‘ the Water, 
but feized with Fear he finks, Matt..14.15, 
&c. Mark 6. 35, &c.. Luke 9. 12, &c. John 
6. 1, &c. The next Morning the Multitudes 
whom he had fed, come to him at Caper- 
neum, where to raife up their Minds from 
fenfible Objefts, hetells them of d Myfi- 
cal Fod , which nourifhes to Eternal Life, 


namely the eating of his Body, and drink- 


ing his Blood; at which they were moft of 
them {candalized, underftanding of an Oral 
manducation, what he meant of a Spiritual 


one, Fon 6. 22, &c. 


This hapning in Gekilee a while before. 


the Fea the Pafover, John 6. .4.. being 
Anno Chriti 33. which was the Third of 
the Lords Minifiry, there came Scribes and 
Pharifees from Jerufalem , who took offence 
at the Difciples eating with unwafhed ‘hands ; 
but our Sevieur herein juftifies them, and 
condemns their Traditions, Matt. 15. 1, &c. 
Mark 7.1, &c. After which he retires to- 
wards the Frontiers of we and Sidon, and 
cafts out a Devil out of a Canaanitifh Wo- 
man’s Daughter, Matt. 15. 21, &c. Mark 
7. 24, &c. Then he returns towards the Ses 
of Galilee, crofs the Country of Decapolis, 
where he cures :a Deaf and Dumb Man , 
Mark 7.31, &c. And fitting near the Sea 
on a Mountain, ' he there heals feveral,Aatt. 
15.29, &c. Here he.alfo at the fame time 
miraculoufly fed about 4000 Men, without 
reckoning the Women and Children, with feven 
Loaves and fome few Fifbes, and there re- 
mained of the-Fragments feven Baskets full. 
From hence he comes by Water. with. his 
Difciples to Dahnanutha, in the Confines of 
-Magdals, where the Scribes and Pharifees 
ask him again for 2 Sign, to whom he an- 


fwers, in reprehending their Hypocrifie, and 

offers them again the Sign of Jonas, Mat. ws. 

39-and 16. 1. Mark 8. 10, &¢. He here 

again warns his . Apoftles to take heed ‘of the 

Leaven of the Pharifees and Sadducees, and 

of Herod, Matth. 16, 5, &c, Mark 8. 34, 
C. 


He comes to Bethfaida, where he cures 
one that was Blind, who recovers by degrees 
his fight, Merk 8. 22. and paffes from thence 
tothe Towns of Cefares and Philippi , and 
by the way asks his Difciples , what Men 
thought of him, and what their Opinion was 
alfo of him ; ‘and for the poe Confeffion 
which S. Peter made in the Name of all the 
reft, he receives from him in their Name 
exquifit Promifes, foretels them his Death 
and Refurreftion, and calls St Peter Satan, 
becaufe he would diflwade him from hisSuf- 
ferings, Matt. 16. 13, &c. Mark 8. 27, &c. 
Luke 9. 18, &c. 
Eight days after, according to Sc Luke he 
is Tramsfigur'd on the Mount, in the pre- 
fence of three of his moft intimate Di- 
ciples, Peter, James, and Jobkn, talks there 
with Mofes and Elias , and coming down 
thence explains to them how Elias was alrea- 


dycome , Matt.17.1, &c. Mark 9.1, &c. 


Luke 9, 28, &c. The next_ morning returning 

to his Difeiples, he finds them environ’d by a 

great Multitude, and he at his coming caft 

out a Devil from a Youth that wasa Lana~ 

tick, whom his Dijciples could not difpeffets, 

ene 7. 14, &c. Mark 9, 14,. &c. Luke 9. 37, 
C. 


Being arrived at Capernaum , he pays the 
Tribute for himfelf, and S. Peter, Matt. 17.24. 
And knowing that his Difciples had A 
ed in the way touching Superiority, he inftru&- 
ed them largely onthis Subject, Matt. 18. 


1, &c. Mark 9.35, &c. Luke 9. 46, &c. 


Then the Feaft of Tabernacles drawing nigh, 


‘he refafes his Company tq his unbelieving 


Relations, in their journey to Sersufalem, on 
the account of this Solemnity ; but he goes 
up after them , fending beforethem two of 
his Difciples ; yet the Samaritans would not 
receive him. In this fourncy he fends 70 of . 
his Difciples round about. Being arrived at 
Jerufalem in the midi of the Raf, he 
teaches in the Zemple ; the Officers who are 
fent to take him, return without him, migh- 
tily aftonifhed at his Doétrine, Luke 9. 51, 
&c. and ro. 1, &c. Fobn 7.1, &e. © 


Eee: | With 
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Withdrawing at Night to the Mount of 
Olives, he returns the next morning earl 
into the Temple, where an Adulterefs is 
brought to him, and having fent her away 
with a Charge to Sit no more, he fhews 
at large who heis; andthe Jews taking up 
Stones to ftone him, he retires for his fecuri- 
ty, Jobs 8.1, &c. 

In pafling by he fees and heals one born 
Blind - on..the Sabbath-day, ufing Glay tem- 

ered with fpittle for this purpofe, which he 
faving publifhed , the Fews are offended at 
ig; which occafions a Jarge fequel of Cen- 
fures and Inftruétions, John 9. 1, &c. and 10. 


1, &c. 

The .70 Difciples return.to -him with Joy. ; 
he inftructs a Doffor of the Law., who. is our 
Neighbour ; and enters into the Houfe of 
Martha, who is much bufied:, whilf her 
Sifter Mary attentively hears the Word, Luke 
10. 17, &c. Afterwards he teaches his Défci- 
ples to pray ; cures a Mute that was poffett; 
2 Woman cries out from the midft of the 
Crowd,. That the Wowb was bleft that bore 
aie , and he anfwers as heretofore, Luke 11. 
Ty. OC. , 

A Pharifee invites him. to -Dinner. , where 
he. cenfures.the Pride and Covetoufnefs of 
that fort: of. People, Luke 13. 37, &c. He 
again warns his Difciples to take care of the 


Leaven of Hypocrify, refufes to divide the ft 


Succeflion betweentwo contending Brethren, 
and gives on this occafion feveral excellent 
inftrudtions, Luke 12. 1, &c. . 
n what is reported to him touching the 
Galileans , who apparently were of the Sect 


of Judas Gaulonite, whole Blood Pilates Righ 


Hand mingled with their Szerifices, he ex- 
horts every one to Repentance ; heals in the 
Synagogue on the Sabbath-day a Woman, 
= i 18 years; anfwers. the queftion, 

hether there would be many faved, and 


fhews he little matters the ‘Thieatnings.of T 


Herod, Luke 13. 1, &e.: 

In his way towards Jerufslem, Luke 13. 
22. he goes into a Pharifees Houfe, to refrefh 
himfelf, cures one troubled with a Dropfe. on 
the Sabbath-day , and as well at Table , as 
elfewhere, he. fows the Seed of Divine .In- 
firyftions , Luke Chapters 13, 14, 15, 16 


of the Pharifee and Publican, Luke 17. 1, &c.. 


and 18.1, &c. 

Being come to Jerufalem , in the Feat 
of the Dedications, he declares himfeif 
to be the Mefiss, and of one and the: fame 


Effence with the Father, whereupon the jews - 


would have laid handsonhim ; but he avoids 
them, John 10, 22, &c. This makes him 
leave Ferufalem to go beyond Jordan, where 
St Fobn had firf Baptized; where feveral 
came to: him;-and the Pharifees Interrogate 
him touching Divorces, John to. 40, && 
Matt. 19. 1, &. Mark 10. 1, &c. 


Little Children.are brought to-him , which . 


he would not have hindred; and. the 
young Man , who asks him what he thould 
do to inherit Eternal fe and gloryed .in 
his exa& obfervation of the Law, goes away 
fad, Matt. 19. 13, &c. Mark 10, 13, &c. 
Luke 18. 35, &c. 

Lazerus in the mean time falls Sick and 

es; our Lord-.determines to return into 
Judea, and there-raifes the Dead, which be- 
ing known at -Ferufalem,:. the Chief Priefts and 


Pharifees, under. the Authority of Gaiphar, ree 


folve to get rid of hims whereupon he re. 
treats toward the Defart, in a City nam’d 
Ephraim, John 11. 1, &e. 

Yet the Fea of the Pafover approaching, 
Jokn rx. 5§. (i¢ being the 4th of his Mini- 
ry, and in Anno Chrifti 34) he takes his way 
towards Jerufalem , toretelling his Apofiles 
what would-happen to him,. Matt. 20. 17, Oe. 
Mark 10. 32. Luke 18.31. 

‘Fhe Sons of Zebedee, in the.way, diicourfe 
of high things, and defire one might fit-at-his 

ight hand, and. the 
which the other Apoftles are offended, andare 
by their common Mafeer reduced to humility, 
Mat.20.20, dc, Mark 10.35. 

Coming to Jericho, he.reftores fight to 
one that was blind, Lwk: 18. 35. in the 
own - Zacheus a Publican yeceives him into 
his Houfe, Luke tg 1, &c.-Going out thence 
followed by a great Multitude; he gives fight 
to 2 that were Blind, one of. which was Bar- 
timmeus , Matt: 20. 29, &c. Mark 10. §2. 
And the nearer he-draws: to Ferufalem, the 
‘more he applies. himfelf to undeceive his 


.  Difciples touching the near approaches:of-his 


His Difciples ask of him an encreafe oftheir Kingd 


Faith, and are advifed by him always, to 
efteem themfelves unprofitable Servants. He 
cleanfes ten Lepers in paffing through Samaria, 
exhorts to pray always, and offers a Parable 


ingdom, Luke 19-11, &c. In fine, 6 days be- . 


fore the Pafover he comes to Berhany, John 
12-1. and at the Feaf# which is made there 
for him, he is Anointed by Mary witha pre= 
civiss. Qyutment. (tho, to Fudas: great trouble) 


in .. 


other.at his Left,- at - 
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in orderto his Burial, Mat. 26. 6. Mark 14. 3. 


12.-2, &c. : : 
Johan the Chief Priefts deliberate to put 
him and Lazarus to death with him, obs 
12..11. And Judas at the inftigation of the 
Devil treats him and agrees with them to de- 
liver him to them, .Matth. 26. 14.. Mark 14.. 
10. Luke 22. 1,0. he makes his Trium- 
phant entrance..into Jersfalem, mounted on 
the Foal of an 46, with the joyful Acclama- 
tions of Hofame, wherewith the Multicude 
made the Air refound, Matt. 21.1, 0%. Mark 
11. 1, Gv. Luke 19. 28, Gc. Foln 12.19, Ore. 
As hedrew near to the City he were over it, 
Luke 19. 41. He goes direétly to the Temple, 
whence he drivesout the Buyers and Sellers , 
and curesthere the Lame and Blind, Matth. 
at. 12, Gc. Mark-1t..15. Luke 19. 4s. 
Some Greeks defire to-fee him ; a Voice comes 
from Heaven .to him,.and he {peaks of his 
exaltation onthe Crofs to draw all Men to 
lim, tothe evident conviction of the Incre- 
dulity of the Jews, and thereupon returns to 
Bethany, John 12. 20, Oc. ‘The next morn- 
ing returning to Jerufalem, he was an hungry, 
and curs’d the Mg-Zree which ‘had no Leaves 
nor Fruit, Mate. 21. 18. Mark 11. 12." At 
Night he went out of the Zown'; and the 
next Morning returning, his Difciples obfer- 
ved that the Fig Tree which he had_ curs’d the 
day before, was dry ; on occafion of which 
he deferibes the efficacy of Fath. Being en- 
tred into the Zemple, and teaching as before, 
the Chief Prieffs and Scribes ask him, By what 
Authovity he did thefe. things; difdaining to 
anfwer them, he evades them by a Counter- 

ueftion touching the Baptifm'of John, which 
they refufe to fitisfy., and offers them on 
this Subje& fome Parables which concerned 
the rejetion of the Zews, and the vocation of 
the Gentiles, Matt. 21.19, @'c. Mark’ 11. 20, 
ds. Luke 20.1, Be. 

~ ‘Then.the Pharifees and: Herodjans endeavour 
to. catch him in difcourfe, by . the queftion , 


Whether Zibute ought to be given to Cefar ; 


touching the Scribes and: Pharifees; reproa> 
ches Jerufalem ‘with its Cruelty. and Incre- - 
dulity, and denounces her Ruin, Mat. 23.1, 
oe. Mark 12. 38, Gc. Luke 20. 45, Ge: 
Then fitting near the Box , he obferves that 
a poot Widow, who had only caft in. 2 Mites, 
had yet given more than the Riche, Mark: 
12. 41. Luke 21. 1. . : 

His Difciples fhewing him at his going 
out of the Temple, the magnificence and firm- - 
nefS of its Building,. he foretold the:- entire 
Ruin of it ; and to the two Queftions they;: 
make him on this matter, . when this fhould - 
happen, and what fhould be the figns of his 
laft coming, he fufficiently fatisfies them in - 
both, and exhorts them to Watchfulnefs by- 
divers Parables, Matt. Chap. 24, 25. Mark 13. 
1, Ove. Luke 21: 5, Orc. ; 

Thus happens the 4th and’ aft Pafover of 
the Miiftry of Fefus Chriff, in which our. true 
Paffever was facrificed for us. 5 ot 

Thurfday at Night (as we reckon and. call 
the days of the Week, and "twas according, 
to the jews the beginning of Friday): hav- — 
ing fent two of his Difciples to prepare him. - 
the Pafover, he eat it with them, anticipa- 
ting by a day thar of the ews, who this - 
year, by an old.Cuftom, remitted theirs ro, 
the Saturday following, or ‘to the Sabbath, 
Matt. 26. 17. Mark 14. 12. Luke -22.-7, Ge. 
John 13. 3. and 18. 28. oe 

In this laft Paféver he declares, . being, 
at Table , that Judas would betray him: he 
wathes his 4poftles Feet; iufticutes the Sacra= 
ment of his Laft Supper; bid Judas ,° in. - 
giving him the. Sop, that he weuld. do whar - 
he’ was to do quickly , as in eff&& he foon -* 
went out..He prepares his Difaples for 
Suffering, and the approaching Tempratin, 
advertizes. St Pefer of his approaching Fall ; 
difpofes them all to pare with him; by the 
Promife of the Comforter, Matth. 26. 20, &c- 
Mark 14..18, .@c. Luke 22. 19,.ér¢. John. 
Chap. 13, and »4. And, having fang the 
Hymn, Matt. 26. 30. Mark-14. 26. he made 


chim touching the to his. Difciples the weighty Difcourfe in ~ 
ee i at fevee” Brethres faccefiivcly- to thé 15 and 26th Chiapters of St fobs, and - 


her Husbands , whofe Wife the fhould-be in 
the Refurrettin. A Dottor. of the Law 


offered to. his Father the excellent Prayer si gi 
which is recited john 17. He goesout with - 


asks. him. .which was the. chief .Conmmand- his XU towards the Mount of Olives ,. to the 





ment ; and he.perplexes them in’ his turn, place named -Gethfemane, there. he-exhores, 
by denamlini oe thera whofe Son the Mefias them..to watch and pray ; . bohemia Sie 
fhould be, Matt. 22. 15, Gc. Mark 12. 13, carrying with him Peter, James, and Jol, 
@c. Luke 20,20, After thefe Queftions, he and leaving thefe three a Stones caft off, he 
infirutts .his .Difciples, and other duditors , prays ardently 3 times, ‘that-the Cup might 
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beremoved from him. arid finding himfelf berins, to obtain his Condemnation and Exe. 
inexpreffibly difconfolate, and in unconceiy- cution. Pilate fearches all ways to excufe him~- 
able anguith, he is ftrengthened by an Angel {elf from it, he-declares him Innocent, offers 
in his Agonies, andhis Swear was changed to releafe him at the Feaft ; knowing that he 
into Dreps of Blood: He wakes 3 feveral wasa Galilean he fends him to Herod, who 
times his drowzy Difciples , Judas, who came on theaccount of the Feaft of Ferufa- 
for 30 pieces of Silver, had made himfelf lem,who having not drawn from him what he 
a Guide and Leader of thofe who were fent expected, fends him back with Contempt. 
to take him, fhews him them by a Kil. Pilates Wife fends word to her Husband, 
Thofe_who were to feizeon him, falldown conjuring him to have nothing to do with him; 
with Fear ; his Diftples would have been on buthe (to fatisfie the Fews) condemns hiin to 
the defence, and efpecially S. Peter, who cuts beScourg'd,and makes him then to be brought 
off Malchus’s Ear, Our LORD bids him before them cloath’d in Purple, and wearin 
put up his Sword into his Sheath, heals the on his Head Crown of Zvorns. But the People 
Wound with a touch, and reproaching thofe cry out, that Barabbas thould be releafed, and 
who came to Jay Hands on him, with the Fefus Crucified ; which in fine Pilate rants, 
-Violence of their proceeding, he fuffers him- and having again made him be Scourg'd after 
felf to be led by them, Matth. 26. 31, Oc. the Réman manner,he delivers him to the crue] 
Mark 14. 29, Gc. Luke 22. 39, dc. John 18. Death of the Grofs, and the Infultings of his 
-1, @e. Then his Difcipler abandon him and Souldiers, who again array him with Purple, 
fly, and a.young Man (who apparently went and put on him 2 Crown of Thorns: And th 
our, to fee what was the matter) having only being more weary of onting him,than he 
a Linen Cleath about him, would have been of enduring their cruel Ufages,they give him 
feized on by thefe Souldiers, had not he run a- again his own Cloaths, and load him with his 
way Naked out of their hands, Matth. 56. 46: Grofs, and thus led him to the place of his 
Mark 14. 50, Oc. Punithment, Matt. 27. 11,&c. Mark 1 §. 3, &e. 
‘ “Thus washe carried Prifoner about Mid- Lube 23. 1, &c. Foln 18. 28, &c. and 19. 
~nighr, to mas, Father-in-Law to Gaiphas; 1, &c. 
who caufes ‘him to be led tohis Son-in-Law, ’ Judas feeing him Condemn’d, was touch’d 
who -was Chief Prieft for that year, Heis with Remorfe, for having betray'd Innocent 
here examin'd; feveral fale Witneffis are Blood; reftores the Money he had receiv'’d 
produced againft him, and on his Confeffion which the Priefts lay out in purchafing a Fiel 
of being the Chrift the sm of GOD, he is for the burying of Strangers, and he goes and 
Judged worthy of Death, beaten, bufferted, fpit Hangs himisle? Matt. 27.3. As 1. 18. 
-m, and otherwife iufed, Mart. 26. 57, &c. — It was about Noon when he was led outot 
dark 14. $3, &c. Luke 22.54, &c. Joke 18. the Town, bearing his Crofz. - Simon the Cyre- 
12, &e, : wisn returning from the elds, is conftrain'd 
. Peter following afar off, and by means of by the Seuldiers to affift him. He refufes the 
another Difciple, who had accefs to Csiphas, mixt Wine which is offer’d him, to make him 
was entred into the Houfe, but accufed fuccef lefs fenfible of the Dolours ; and is Crucified 
fively by 3 diftin@ perfons,ito be alfo one of between 2 Thieves at Calvary. His Exece 
Fefus Difciples ; he vehemently denies it 3 tioners divide his Garments, and caft Lots , 
‘times, after which the Cock having Crow'd for who thould have his Yef, which. was all of 
the 3dtime, and our Sevisf> having look'd one piece. He is expos’d tothe verbal and 
back in this inftant, e went out and wept real Tufults of all, even of the Malefa~ 
bitterly, Matt. 26. 69, &c. Mark 14.66, Gc. Gers Crucified with him, or at leaft of one 
Luke 22. 54, Oc. John 18. 15, ore. _,:. Of them; forone reprehended the other, and 
At length Day appears, and to: obferve obtain’d a Promife of the LORD, to be that 
fome formality, the whole Senate of the Na- day with him in Paradice, Onthe Crofs, he 
‘tion is convocated by Gaiphas, where our Sae recommends his Mother to S. Jobn,prays for his 
-wiewr perfifting in his fir Confeffion, his Enemies, who knew not what they td, cries 
‘Condeumation is alo confirm’d and’ reiterated, out to GOD in his Dolours, fays (after he had 
Matt.27. 4,0°c. Mark 15.1,0%. Luke 22. 66, &c. tafted Vinegar, which was offered him on -his 
Immediately then they led him in a full body Crofs) that all was accomplifh’d, recommends 
to Pilate, the Governour of Judes under Tie his Spirit to GOD, and expires ; oung of 
0 


" new Sepulchre, cut in a Garden 
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i the Sepulchre, as the’ Sus was up, they foun ; 

fo get pant 3 Hers inc Als the St acl eos hore 
Snacrn au rag at etual Sacrifices and when which was done by. ie Anes 5 10ur rifing 
vem! fl ; e Ps chal Lamb between the to render this Service to our = Eo ohick 
eee att oc Night Matt. 27.28,8c. Vittorious with a great ralgy are hie ae. 
2 Evenings,to eat Lake 22. 26, &C. Tob. 19. (with the Apparition of the Ange as 
eee 15. 16, &c. 3. 26, frighted. the Sealers ae ral is i 
16,&c. oe is Death, the that they became like Dead Men. Mog 
: ae ee ani Eclips'd, dalen prefently fufpetts, pea ed cay 
t - fli in e time of the Ful Moo) open, that the aneort ia Ai aot oe: ae 
at Mid-day, and the Darknefs which hapned and returns immediately But in the 


: i i t it to his Difc'ples. u 
by his ob{curity lafted 3 Hours. The Pit of mae cee) the other holy Women are informed - 


oe ee hia ageing inves Te cee of the Angel that he was pieiane oe 
pant from whence feveral of the ara - ce eo Par ek e We Sepul~ 
arate; sd apeen ¢ ee Lis 23. chre,and found not the Body ence i, and Maca ; 
tie Thal res dew fom she} Stun, Mer ogden pring et 

the Mouth of the Gentwrim this Confeifion, Shes firft 2<ingels appear to her,who demand - 


27 45, and §1, 


‘that He was truly the Sox of GOD, Mat 27- 54, the caufe of her Fears ; the like did our Savi- 


39. Luke 23.47. 
Mae, defirves the. Seat ck 
i main e Grofs the - but 1 
dat which Wak alto. “that of their. Pafover, the hears hur al 
sacuelt of Pilste, that their Legs might be bid her go an tel sah 
broken, to haften their Death ; which being the firft Appearan 


: 1 att. 28. - 
granted, the Souldiers break the Legs of the ibe 7 Bec, Yok 30 1»,80. So that what 


LORD, be- , | 
: bs eye him feeds dead 3 but ou S. Matthew fays: of te ae Brad, are 
ca ¢ . er -OF. 
. : i th a Spear, Matt. 28. 29. mult be unde uiars 

whence there ued out Bind and Ware her. nthe ame day he fhewed himelfg 
ln 19.3% &c . _ his Difeple, - (as "tis thought) Was 
‘eg ‘mat wing he was dead, Glephas, and the other i was 
Zelat Si tte of oats bury it; which Luke, who went to Ensati, Les. 
having obtain'd, Nicedemut joyn'd him(eif to him’ in the Ee ae Evennig ote 
him in this happy work, and wrapping up his 13. Lege 24. 13. And, in fie) Seema the 
recious Body in a Linnen-Cloth, with fome Seviour appeared in tl A m ae Hin Poa: 
vnmatick Drege, they haltily laid him in a Apofiles, except Thomas, laying jchemn ead” 
ee near the Town, be withyou. “Khenhedid cat with ¢ " diyeal 
Matt. 2 &c.. Mark 15+ 42, &c. Luke 23. breathed on them,to Se ae :- 
3 ic. 19 38, 8c. Sone, one Gre Roadie, which he l had promifed: . 
ili he Jews, and-by Pilates é eM a 
rar the Bckice 4 Seated and Guarded, to before his Sufferings, ae cote — 
Rian Bis Une Feces CASTS Tn SYA TAY 7 Tecate cociecritd pareicnla ly to aie 
Boe oe tonne laid in the Sepulchre {eif this 1ft Day of the weekand. fabfisrnee 3 
about 4 in the afternoon, paft there the whole to the Fewifh Seer ee iE ee dulity Jalen 
Sabbasle of 24 Hours, and arofe thence the tr, and conve d Themas.o is p 
i -rifing. Then Mary Mag- 20.24, Xc. ee: | 
wee eee “of Gan the leffer, Salome The Apoftles having ict jee 
the Mother.of Zebedee,and fome other devout turn into Galilee, accor fe os teats Gag 
Sree cre ps Sanna needa rah, 
atth. 3 1. Luke 23. 55. Job, 20.1. | dbs : ea 
oa he qaarninng wick Arematick Thomas, ee ea Jolm - eee he 
Drugs ta. embalm him ;.but being come near. Nathaniel, 2 others’; hae 


our, whom fhe took at firft for the Gardiner, 
ut making himfelf more diftin&tly known, 
him (full of Joy and Confolation) to - 
Apoftles, And this was 
£ our ZORD after his: 
&e. Mark 16.1, &c. 
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he procuredthem a great Draught of -Fifhes 
for.which they had fruitlefly toy!'d all Night. 
Whereupon Peter knew him and caft him(elf 
half-naked into the Sea,to come the fooner to 
him.Coming all to Land they fee there Hyjb a 
dreffing, wheretohe bid them to joyn fome 
of their Fifh, and makes them dine awvith him. 
After Dinniy he draws from Petera threefold 
“‘profeffion of his Love, to oppofe it to his 
triple Denial of him, and re-eftablithes him 
3 times in the Office from which he feem’d to 
-have fallen ; obfcurely foretold him, that he 
fhould be Crucified in his old Age, and would 
-nothavehim concern himfelf with what would 
become of John, and this was the 3d time he 
thewed himfelf to-his Difciples,John 21, 
- Since the. XI_had betaken themfelves to the 
Afiuntain,which he-had appointed them ; they 
faw him, worfhipt him, and there received 2 
. More particular Explication of their Commit. 
fion, for the Preaching of the Gofpel, and .Ad- 
miniftration of Baptifm, in the Name of the 
Lather, Sen, and Holy Ghoft, Matt. 28. 16; &e. 
Mark 76..15,&c, 
S. Paul. alfo {peaks -of divers “Appearances 
_ of the LORD, after his Refurrettion, and amongit 
others, that he had particularly appeared to 
Peter and Famer the leffer, and twice to the 
‘Whole Affembly of the Apoftles, and another 
time to soo Brethren together, 1. Cor. 15. 5,6, 
_9. Which feems to have been in the: Mountain, 
which the LORD indicated. 

For 40.Days together, he atfeveral times 
‘Communed familiarly with-them »With incone 
-teflable Proofs of the truth of his Refurrettion, 

Abs I. 3, 10,41, that they. might he Witneffes 
Of it toall People over ail the World. ‘Tr 
‘appears from Antiquity, that Pilate had ine 
‘form’ dthe Emperor Tiberius ofthis, who pro- 
pofed to-the Senate, the putting our Saviors 


mage amongft the number ofthe Gods; and ( 


:tho Divine’ rovidence hindered ‘the Senate 
from.doing ir, yet the Emperour exprefly for- 
bad the Ghriftians ito be Perfecuted. At the 
.end of thefe. 40 Days having Affembled them 
at Jerufalem, he ordered themnot to remove 
thence tilithey had received the.Holy. Spirit ; 
and finding them ftill poffeft with an Opinion 
-of his Earthly Reign.he turnedtheir thou hts 
from ‘it, forbidding them to. enquire of the 
Time and Seafons which G@D had -kept in 
his own power, and goeth out with them to- 
wards Bethany, to the Mount of Olives, where 
‘having bleft them, -he was lifted up from them 
2nto Haves, being fupported by a.Clond, and 


thus received into his Glory, Luke 24, Ore, 
Ait: 1.4, &'c, And asthey beheld im shen: 
ing, 2 dugels. appeared to them, affuring them 
he thould one day defcend in like manner, as 
they now faw him afcend, Ais 1. iI, 

10.Days-after our LORD’s Afcenfion, inthe 
Day of Pentecoft, the Holy Spirit was tenfibly 
Siven to the. poftles, by the gift of Languages ; 
and the fame day, at the firft Preaching of 
Peter, 3000 Men were-converted to the Faith 
of Chrift, and Baptized in his Name, fs 2. 
1,&c. And thele were the beginings of the 


Chriftian Church of Serufalem, which (by the - 


agreement of its Members, their Charity, 
nion and Affiduity in exercifes of Piety) 
every day increafed, Ads 2. 42, dye, 

Some time.after, one Lame from his Birth, 
about 4o years of-Age,was miraculoufly cured 
by S. Peter,and S. Sobn 3 the relation of which 
is treated of in the 214th Difcourfe. 

The Union of the -Ghurch is powerfully 
maintain’d,and all things archad.in Common, 
if notin poffeffion, yet in ufeamongtt her 
Members , there being no Indigent Perfon 
amongft.them: Such as had ‘Houfes or Lands, 
fold them,and brought the Price and laid itar 
the <Apoftles.Feet, to be diftributed ‘to every 
one according to his Necefliry, as was done 
particularly by Barnabas the Levite, but born 
in. Cyprus, whofe Zeal and Piety was fignal 

rwards in the propagation of theGofpel. 
But Ananias, and Saphira his Wife, having 
deale hypocritically ina like occafion, by 
bringing buthalfof the Price which they hat 
received for-the Inheritance, and yet affirming 
they had fold it for no more, were both punifh'd 
by.fudden: Death at S, Peter’s word, atts q. 32, 
&c. And as the Apoftles daily perfevered in 
Solemon S Porch, and _fignaliz’d themfelves by 
divers Miracles, to fach adegree, that the Sick 
over which paft the Shadow of S. Peter) were 
healed, and that from all the Country there- 
abouts. People came flocking to them, ‘the High 


Prieft, chief of the Sadducean Party, and-thofe 


of his Fa&tion, made the “pofies ‘be appre- 
hended, and confined in i are Prifin, 
whom an Agel delivers thence in the Night, 
and the Council fending thither in the Morn- 
ing forthem, they found the Prifon Doors faft, 
and the Watch fet, -butthe Prifoners gone, who 
Wereat the Temple doing their Office 3 ‘where 
the.Caprat® goes to fetch them, but without 
violence. . Interrogated by the Council, they 
remain fearlefs, and tis deliberated to put 
them+todeath. bur Gamaliel, whowas-a Hee 

vifee, 
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vifeeand in Authority ,{tops this defign, telling 
A Ging That if the Prieching were of Men, it would 
come to nothing ; but if of GOD, to take heed not 
to oppofe him. -Upon this Advice they were 
Scourg’d and Releaft, with a Charge, to {peak 
no more in the Name of JESUS ; but they 
give Thanks to GOD, for having fuffer'd thus 
much for his Glory, and continue doing their 
és 5.17. 
ne ait che 34th Year of our LORD, 
which concurrd with the roth of Tiberius. 
We may refer te the 3;th, the Contention 
which hapned between the Hebrews and Greeks, 
who were yet equally Jews, differing only. 
by Birth and Language, which had for a long 
time produc'd the Seed ofan old Emulation. 
For the preventing of this Diforder 7 Deacons 
were eftablifhed, who fhould take care of the 
Poor and Widows of both fides. Thefe were 
Stephin, . Philip, Procorus , Nicanor, Timon , Pare 
menas, and Nicholas, the laft of .which was 
a Profelite. And it appears from their Greek 
Names, that inthis Choice there was more 
regard hadto the Greeks, than the Hebrews, 
4s 6.1,0r. *Tis likely this 35th Year-was 
paft very peaceably by the Church, which— 
greatly multiplied at erufalem; even to that 
degree, that feveral Prie/s became obedient to 
the Faith.. In the mean time S. Stephen grew 
famous for his Piety, his Miracles, and Zeal, 
and wasevery day difputing with the Hellenifts 
or Greeks, for the truth of the Gofpel; butin 
fine, thefe unhappy People Litertins, Cyrenians, 
Alexandrians, Cae and <Afaticks, bein 
not able to refift his Wifdom, they {nborn 
Salfe Witnefés againft him, who accufe him of 
Blafphemy againft Mofer, againft the Temple, 
and againft GOD. Appearing onthis Accu- 
fation before the Council, he defends himfelf 
by along and earneft Apology ; at the con- 
clufion of which, he is drawn by thefe mad 
Zealots out of the Town, and cruelly Stoned ; 
Saul keeping the Glosthr of the falfe Witnefes, 
who pb to caft on firft Stones at him, és 
6. 7, Oe. and 7. 1, Ot. : ast 
In the sorh Year of Tiberius, died Philip 
the Tetrarch of Iturium, who leaving no Ghil- 
dren,his place was reduc’d to the Government 
of Syria,which Petellius obtained in that time ; 
who having taken away the Prelacy from 
Caiphas, to give it to John, or Jonathas his 
Brother-in-Law, he tranflated it from him, 
and conferr’dict on Theophilus his Brother. 
. Pontius Pilate being accufed before the fame 
Vitellius, for the Marther of fome Samateant, 


is fent for to Rome, to clear himfelf;-and 
tho Tiberius died whilft he was in the way , 
Galigula his Succefor banifht him to Vienna in 
Dauphiny, where being oppreft with the con- 
{cioufneis of his Crimes and Calamities, he - 
kill'd himfelf. 

The Perfecutio began by the Death of S. 
Stephen, in the Year 36 ; it grew fo violent 
by the Fury of Saul, and others, that it caus'd 
agreat difperfion of the Church of Ferufalem, . 
of which the Chief Members, (excepting the 
Apofiles) fearch’d their Retreat, fome in the 
other Towns of judea, others in thofe of Sa- 
maria, which yet turned to the propagation of 
the Gofpel, 4s 8. 1,0°c. and 11.19. By this 
means Philip, one of the 7 Deacons and Ste- 
phen’s Partner, Preaches the Gofpel at Samaria, 
where feveral are Converted to the Faith, and 
Baptiz'd, and amongft others Sismon the Ma- 
gician, which the Apoftles having heard, they 
tent thither Peter and fobn from Jerufalem, at 
whofe Prayers, and by the Jmpofition of their 
Hands, the Holy Spirit is conferred on the 


* Samaritans; Simon the Magician offers. Mony 


to purchafe the Means of doing the fame ; 
which the <Apofile reje&ts with indignation, 
declaring to this profess Wretch, That he had 
no part in this,becauie his Heart was not right 
before GOD, 48s 8.14, Ge. : 
-Whilftthe Apoftles jpoes the Seed of the 
Gofpel in Samaria, in their way to Jerufalem, 
Philip was {ent from GOD into the High way 
of Ferufalem to Gaza, where he meets with an 
Ethiopian, and Eunuch, and Officer to Candace 
Queen of Ethiopia, who returning from Jeru= 
Salem into his own Country, read the Scripture 
in hisGharior. Philip joyned himfelf to him, 
expounds the Paffage he read in J/aigh, and 
fhewed himit. related to our Saviour. The 
fequel of which is feg forth in the 217th Dif- 
courfe, on the Zunuch Baptized, A&s 8. - 

In like manner alfo fome of this Difperfion 
went to Damafcus, as Auanias, Atts 9. 19. 25. 
and 22.12 5 others into Phenicia, Gyprus,. and 
Antioch,and announced the Gofpel every where 
to thofe of that Nation ; and fome Cypriots and. 
Syrenians, fpake of ic with fuccefs alfo to the 
Gentiles of Antioch, A&s 11.19. Some went 
even asfar as Rome; as Andronicus and Junias, 
Paul's: Kinfmen, but Converted to Ghrift be- 

him, Romans.16, 7..: ; 
eet .did. not the. Perfecusion ceafe at jJerus 


falemsand Saul having turioufly made havock 


f the Church there demands a Commiffion to 
os into Damafeur, to bring: bound all thofe 
Eff whom 


ee 
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whom he fhould find making Profeffion of 
Believing in Chrift: But he is miraculoufly 
Converted in the Way, as is at large taken 
notice of in the 218th Difcourfe, viz. The 
Gonverfion of S. Paul, Atts 9. 

A while after thefe things paft in the Eaft, 
Tiberius dies inthe 23d year of his Empire, 


and Cains Caligula fucceedshim; fothatthe A 


23d of him and the 1ft of this, concur with 
the 37th of our LORD. Herod Agrippa, the 
Son of Ariftobulus, and Grandfon of the fir 
Herod, termed the Great, is by Caligula made 
King of Fudea. Herod Antipas (whoa while 
before was defeated by “retas, King of Arabia 
Petrea,. and whokept a Garrifon at Damafcus, 
enraged he had repudiated his Daughter, to 
efpoufe Herodias his Sifter-in-Law , at the 
follicitation of his Wife) jealous at the un- 
expetted Greatnefs of the other, goeth to 
Rome, to fue there alfo for the Title of Kig ; 
but 4grippa his Nephew, and his Brother-in- 
Law together, to hinder his fuccefs, accufe 
him to Geligula of divers Crimes, for which 
he is ftript-of his Zetrarchy, which is added to 
what the.other poffeft, and with his Heredias 
is banifht to Lyons. 

Paul being Converted to Chriff about the 
year 38, and 2 years before the Death of Zi- 
derins (in which time Jofephus the Fewifh 
Hiftorian. was born) had began to Preach the 
Gofpel at Damafcus, with as much Aftonith- 
ment on one hand, as Efficacy on the other ; 
and after a Voyage into 4rabia, for the fame 
purpofe, Gal. 1.17. being returned, the Fews 
who were Enemies of the Gofpel, favoured 
by the Governor, had done him mifchief, 
had not the Faithful let him down by Night 
from the Wall in a Basket, A&s 9.20, &c. 
2 Cor. 11. 32, 33. Being thus got out of 
Damafcus , 3 years - his’ Converfion, he 
comes to Ferufalom, and by the Mediation of 
Barnabas, he vifits there only §S. Peter, and 
James the Brother of our Lord, commonly 
termed the Lefér, and tarried_only. 15 Days, 
which did not pafs without Difputation with 
the Greeks, and danger. of his Life. He re- 
ceived in tho Zemple (ashe Prayed) an ex- 
prefs Command to go.and Preach the Gofpel 


to the Gentiles; and therefore the Brethren . 


condué&ed him to Cefarea, and. from thence 
fent him to Tarfuw, which was his Country, 
Alls 9. 26, Gc. and-22. 17, dc. Gal. 1, 
‘18, 19. 

After this Converfion, and by the Revolu- 
tions hapning inthe Empire, and in Judea, 


the Perfecution ftopt there, and the ¢ 

of Fudea, Galilee, and Samaria forced 
and were calm. And it was perhaps Cali= 
gula’s firft year, when Peter ViGting the 
Churches, cured at Lydia the Paralitick. 


Anes, and raifed up-Tabbithe at Joppa, where. 


he oe along time at Simon the Tanners, 
S9. 31. 
Then’ alfo Cornelius the Centurion, a de- 
vout Man, and one that feared GOD, tho’ 
2 Gentile, was advertized by an gel to 
fend for Peter at Joppa, to be inftruéted by 
him. The <poftle being prepared for this 
Journy by a Vifion, which tended not to make 
him ftand on diftin&tions of Few or Gentile,he 
went without difficulry, attended with fome 


of the Brethren; and was received by Cores 


dius with too great Refpe&, which he refufes ; 
At the hearing of the Goel Preaclied, he 
and thofe that are with him receive the Holy 
Spirit, and are Baptiz’d. inthe Name of the 
LORD, A&s 10. 1, &c. Peter being return’d 
to Jerufalem, is obliged to give an account of 
this Action, which fome reprehended; but they 
were all fatisfied at the Report he made them, 
and praifed GOD, A&s 11. 1, &c. =, 
Whilft thefe things paft in Pslifine, and’ 
Paul Preaches in Arabia and Damajew, Cals« 
ga Deifies himfelf, and-makes himfelf the 
Prief to his own Godhead, affociating~ his 


Horfe in his godly Religion; He ufes the 


Alexandrian Jews very roughly, for not ac- 
knowledging him a God, and retolves by force 
to make his Jmage be {et up in the Zemple of 
Ferufalem, to be there ferved and worthiped ; 
which yet he could not obtain. Barnabas 
was fene by the poftles to <ntioch, to take 
cognizance of the condition of the Church 
there, to the Edification of which he gave 
great Afliftance, ds 11. 22, Ge At the 
fame time the Prophet 4gabus, being come 
down from Ferufalem to Antioch, foretold the 
future Farine, which hapned fince under the 
Empire of Claudius in the 4th year, and this 
Prediftion obliged the Churches to make Col- 
le&tions for the Brethren of Judea, which were 
in a fit time fent by Barnabas and Saul, Ads 
IT. 27. 
Barnabas {eeing at Antioch the Harveft 
reat, goes to fearch for Paul at Tarfus, and 
brings him, where they Sojourned a year, 
to the great Edification of the Chutch in 
this place : And in thistime it was when the 
Difciples were firft called Ghriftians, A&s 11. 
25,26. In fine, Caligula was killed, more 
worthy 


. ter, after the Fea 
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of the Name of Monfter , than that of 
piel Claudius his Unkle, che Son of Dru- 
fas, fucceeds him with Fear ;but Herod Agrippa 
encouraging him, obtained by this means his 
Favoras he had poffett that of his Predecef 
for, fo that he confirm’d to him, and even 
much encreatthis Power and Authority. Thus 
the 4th of Caligula, and the rit of Claudius 
concur with the 41f{t ofour Lord. | : 

Hered being returned into Judea with this 
increafe of Power and Honour, in the 2d year 
ofGlaudius, and 42d of Chrift, he did many 
A&ts of Jewifh Devotion, and caufed a Chain 
of Gold, which he had received from Gali 
gula (inftead of an Iron one, wherewith Tibe- 
vius had faftned him) to be hung up in the 
Sanétuary. But he began to perfecute the 
Church, and put to death James the Major, 
the Son of Zebedee; and feeing that this 
pleafed the Jews, he imprifoned alfo Peter, 
with defign to bring him forth to the Slaugh- 

ft of the Pafiver; but 
when he was to be drawn forth to Punifhment, 
the Angel of the Lord miraculonfly delivered 
him from Prifon, making the Gates open of 
themfelves before him. .The particulars of 
which is taken notice of in the 220 difcourfe, 
wiz St Peter's delivery out of Prifos.. 

It’s held that St Matthew wrote his Gofpel 
about this time, as under the particular In- 
fpiration of the Holy Spirit, fo by the com- 
mon Advice of the other Apoftles, for the In- 
ftrution of thofe of the Gircamsifm, who 
had believ’d. And tho feveral have been per- 
fwaded that he wrote it in Hebrew, but that 
by himfelf or fome other it was fince Tran- 
fated into Greek, fuch as we have it, yet 
may we with greater likelihood of Truth fay, 
that he himfelf wrote it in Greek, becaufe 
the number of the Hellenift jews converted 
to the Faith, was at firft greater than that 
of the Hebrews , witnefs the firk 7 Deacons 
being taken thence. At the fame time Herod 
who had taken away the High Prie/thood from 
Theophilus, to confer it on Simon Canthara, 
takes it alfo from him_ to give itto Zohathas, 
the Son of Annas, who refufes it through 
Modefty, and recommends to the King his Bro- 
ther Matthias, who had it. 

Hered after this, and inthe year 43 goeth 


to refide at Cefarea, and defigning to make . 


War on the Zyrians and Sidonions , they 
found means to appeafe him by the Mcdia- 
tion of Blafius, his Ghamberlain , becaufe 
they drew all their Provifion from the Kings 


Gountry, and then hapned the Famine foretold 
by 4gabus. On occafion of which Treaty of 
Peace, giving feveral Spectacles to the Peo- 
ple, he alfo would needs harangue them from 
the Tribunal, where he fat Mrgnificently 
Gloathed, and his Flerterers to applaud him, 
extolling the Majefty and Eloquence of his 
Difcourle , cried out, "Twas the Voice of GOD, 
and not of Man; An Angel therefore ftruck 
him, for not giving Glory to GOD, nor re- 
prehending thefe impious Acclamations, and 
he died gnawed with Worms, At&s 12. 19,8¢c. 
Fofephus alfo recites the Death of this Prince 
conformably to what St Luke fays of it, buc 
he relates more circumftances, Lib. 19 dntiq. 
of the Jews, the laft Chapter. 

Barnabas and Saul had timely brought 
fome [mall time before Herod began to rage 
againft the Apofles, the Colle&tion made in 
the Church of Antioch for the Poor of Judea, 
to fuccour them in the approaching Famine 
foretold by gabus, and which feemed now 
to be at the Door. From Jerufalem ye. 
returned to Antioch , bringing with them S. 
Foln, farnamed Mark, who is thought to be 
the Evangelif, bearing this name, and who 
perhaps was as well asSt Luke of the number 
of the LXX, és 11. 29, 30, ©" 12. 25: 

As they attended their Miniftry with their 
Fellow-Labourers in the Church, Simeon, who 
was call’d Niger, Lucius the Cyrenian, who 
is thought to have been St Luke the Evange- 
lift, and Menahem, who had been brought 
up with Hered the Tetrarch, the Holy Spirit 
defigned them for an Employ of greater ex~ 
tent, for which they fet out accompanied 
with John, and attended by the Prayers of the 
reft, about the 4th year of the Empire of 
Claudius, and the 44th of our Lord, and come 
to Seleucia, whence embarking they come 
down to Gyprus, the Country of Bernabas,and. 
begin to Preach the Gofpel at Salanus, A&s 13. 
1, 2, 3- Intraverfing the Ife they arrive at 
Paphor, where Sergius Paulus the Pro-Conful 
had his refidence, who defired to hear them; 
but a Falfe Prophet, a Jew, named Barjefu, 
and furnamed Elymas, that is, Magician or 
Enchanter, endeavour’d to hinder him. Paul 
who now leaves the name of Saul, whether in 
remembrance of the Converfion of the Pro- 
Conful, or for the found fake of his Name, 
by the change of the firft Letter to the Greek 
and Latix Pronunciation, vigoroufly oppefes 
this Impofor, and denounces to him. a fod- 
den Blindne/s, Wherewith he was immediately 

Ff 2 ftruck, 
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ftruck , which occafioned: the Pro-Conful’s 

onverfion, Ais 13. 6, oe. Departing from 
Cyprus they come to Perga of Pamphilia , 
where John, furnamed Mark, leaves them to 
return to Jerufslem , 313.13. From 
Perga they came to duticch of Pijidia, where 

eing entéred into the Synagogue on the Sab- 
bath-day, they are defired after the Reading 
of the Law and the Prophets, to preach to 
the People ; which Paul did by a long and 
Brave ditcourle. The Gentiles at their go- 
ing out, entreat them to Preach the fame 
er the next Sabbath-day ; in which al- 
“molt the whole Jown affembled to hear the 
Word of GOD. The Jews endeavour to con- 
tradi& them ; but they declare thar on their 
refufal , by which they. made themfelves un- 
worthy of Eternal Life, they would hence- 
. forward addrefs themfelves to the Gentiles, 
who receiv’d this News with great Joy, and 
as many of them as believed were ordained 
to Eternal Life. Yet the Jews having gain’d 
fome of their bigotted Profelytes, they ftirr’d 
up a Perfecution againft thefe two faithful Mi- 


wifters of Fefus Chri, who having fhak’d the th 


Daft of their Feet sa their Perfecutors , 
and left their Difciples much comforted, they 
paft to Iconium, a City of Lycaonia » Ads 13. 
14, Oc. Being enter'd there in the Synagogue, 
they {pake with fuch efficacy, that feveral, as 
well Fews as Greeks, sbelieved in the Lord, 
They made a confidesable ftay here, and fig- 
naliz'd themfelves by feveral’ Miracles. On 
this occafion two Parties are formed in the 
own, one for them, and another for the 
yews: But on the Point » when thofe latter, 
(ftrengthened by the mot powerful) defign’d 
to mifchief them , they fled to Lyfra and 
Derbe, and the Quarters thereabouts, where 
they Preach the Gofpel, A&ts 14. 3, Oe. It’s 
ught then was brought over to Ghrift S, 
Thecla, an Ironean Virgin, very famous at 
that time in the Church, tho the és which 


bore her Name are held for Apocryphal, At a 


Lyfira, aman Lame from his Birth, having 
been muraculoufly cured by them, the people 
of the place take them for Gods, calling Bar- 
nabas, Jupiter, and Paul, Mercury , becaufe 
he fpake moft, and would needs facrifice to 
them, which. they refufe with the greateft 
averfion, befeeching them to turn from thefe 
vain Idols to the living GOD. But certain 
ey aaa es a an om a an 
cone? a0 Oppole them, ftirr’d up the Populacy 
againtt them, who begin now to fling Stones 


at them ; and drew Pasi ‘Out of the Town as 
dead, yet being environ'd by the Difciples he 
comes to himfelf, rifes up and enters again 
into the Town, fs £4. 8, Se. 

Thofe who refer the date of the ad of thie 
Corinthians to the 4th of Nero » pretend 
that in this year, and perhaps in this place, 
hapned the Ravifhmenc of Pau! u P into the 
Third Heaven, which was 14 years before, as 
he declares it, 2 Cor. 12. 2) 394. 

From Lyflra they come to Derbe, where 

ving inttructed feveral, they returned back 
to Lyfira, Iconia, and Antioch of Pifdia, efta- 
blifhing in all the Churches Governours and 
Paftors. Paffing thro Pamphilia, they Preach 
at Perga, defcend to Attalis, and thence Em- 
bark for Antioch, where they relate what GoD 
had done by them in the Calling of the 
Gentiles, a tarry there a good while, 4% 
14. 20, Oe. 

Whilft they were here Amo 49. fome of 
the Circumsifion, who yet in fome fort had 
received the Gofpel, came from FS erufalem ; 
St Pau! calls them falfe Brethren , who thruft 
emfelves into the Church to invade the Li- 
berty of it, Gal. 4. 4. They hadbeen of the 
Se& of the Pharifees, and. tis thought they 
were of the Party of Ehion and Cerinthus, 

ous Hereticks , and who may be faid to be 

the Patriarch: of the Photinians, Chiliafts z 
Pelagians, and Semi-Fews. Some of the An? 
cients affirm, That Cerinthus himfelf was of 
this party ; thefe would needs oblige the Con- 
verted Gentiles to be Circumeifed, and to ob« 
ferve all the Ordinances of the Law ; where. 
unto Paul and Barnabas vigoroufl oppofed 
themfelves; and becaufe the hear hen 
ed themfélves under the pretended Authority 
of the Apoftles, and the Mother -Church of 
Jerufalem, the Brethren of _dutioch depute 
Paul and Barnabas, having alfo tus with 
them, Gal, 2. 1, at whofe Arrival the Synod 
was convocated , the Quettion debated, and 
ecided in favour of the Chriftian Liberty ; 
thofe who had begun and maintained this 
Do&trine at Antioch, difown'd 3 and the Fairh. 
ful Gentiles only opliaed to abftain from 
Blood and things Strangled, and thofe pollu- 
ted with Idolatry “and Uncleannefs. Peter 
here declares, That GOD had ufed his Mini~ 
fry to begin the Vocation of the Gentiles, 
James, who precides over the Affembly makes 
the Conclufion ; the syxodal Letters, which: 
contain an honourable Teftimony of Paul and 
Barnabas ae put into the hands of ees 
eta 
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nit Silas, who accom~ that of the Civcumcifou ; and gave to him, 
ai nie ieee to Antioch, and to Barnabas, the Righe hand of Fellow~- 
where they were well received and Judas Jhip, referving to themilelves the Miniftry of 


honourably difmift,to return into Judea ; Silas the Gircumcijion; and agreein 


ftaid ac Antioch, Acts 1s. 1, &e, 

This hapned according to the common 
Opinion, 17 years after the Gonverfion of 
Paul, as they gather from Gal, 1, 18,and 3. 
1, Oc, But we had rather, that we may not 
too much differ from the Calcuation of others, 
underftand 14 years of the 2d Chapter fince 
his. Gonverfion, and not _fince the firft Journy 
he made to Jerafalem after that of Damafcus 
and drabia; in which Cafe we muft aflign 
the Synod of Jerufalem to the soth year of 
our Lord, which was the roth of Claudius 
and the 8th after the Colle&tion of the Church 
of Antioch, carried by Paul and Barnabas 
into Fudea.And tho’ after their firft going into 
Cyprus andother places, to which there can 
no lefs time be allow’d than 2 years, they 
were return’d to dutiech ; there’s-great. like- 
lyhood Paul did- not fojourn there fo con- 

antly, bue that he now and then vifited. 
other places, which were not fur diftant, to 
advance the Ggpel; to which we may refer 
what herecites of the propagation of the 
Gopel by his Miniftry as far as Idyrium, 
Rom. rs. 19, 20. and one part of the Per. 
fecutions, Accidents, and Sufferings, to which he 
had to that time been expofed, and which he 
fummarily recites, 2 Cor. 11. 23, &e. ; 

The Deceafe of the Holy Virgin is referr'd to 
this Time ; but according to this Reckoning 
fie muft be olderthan 15 Years when our 
Saviour was Conceiv'd, or lefs than 63-when 
fhe Died, . 

There’salfo great probability, that S. Peter 
being return’d to Jerufalem, after the Death 
of Hered, there found John, furnamed Mark, 
who at Pamphilia had left Paul and Barnabas, 


_ A&s 13.13. and thathe took him with him 


to go towards the Jews of the Difperfion, 
who were in Chaldea, and under the Empire 
of the Parthians, to whom he dire&ted from 
Babylon his firft Epifle, faluting. them .alfo in 
Mark's Name, 1 Pet. 5. 13. and that he was 
lately returned from this fournyin the time 
of the Syzod. 

Tn this Council or Aftmbly, the other pe- 
files, amongft which James, Cephas, and John 
were look’d on as Pilars, acknowledg’d that 
the Preaching of the Gofpel to the Gentiles 
Was efpecially committed to Paul, who had 
met with, hitherto great fuccels ; as to Peter, 


that they. 
fhould continue to go umongft she Gentiles,. 
Gal. 2.9, 8,9, . 

Some time after the holding of this Affeme: 
bly’ and perhaps inthe year sr, Peter hime 
{elf comes to Antioch ; and this is the outy 


Journy which we find in Scripture he made 3 


at firft heeat and drank familiarly both with 
Jews and Gentiles ; but fome Brethren among{t 
the Jews, coming fromthe part of James, 
he beganto eftrange himielf fromthe Gen- 
tiles, and even Barnabas fuitered himfelf to 
becarried away by this Diffimulation, which 
Paul not brooking , he freely reprehends 
Peter for it, and withftands him to the Face, 
Gal, 2.11, Gc. After this Paul and Barna« 
bas defign to Vifitall the Churches which they 
had planted in their former Voyage ; but 
Barnabas defiring that Jokn, furnam’d Mark, 
who apparently came from Antioch with Pe~ 
ter, sniahe be with them 3 and Paul not ap- 
proving it, becaufe he had forfaken them 
before in Pamphilia; this Diffenfion pro- 
duced fo much fharpnefs as made them ‘part. 
Barnabas going into Cyprus with Jolm, fare 
nam’d Mark, and Paul being accompanied 
with Silas, traveried Syris and Gilicia, A@s 
15. 36, Oc. Coming to Derbe and Lyftra, 
they there found a young Difciple, named 
Timothy, whofe Father was aGreek ; bute whom. 
Laishis Grandmother, and Eunice his Mother, 
Jewifh Women, .and yet of the Faithful, Con- 
verted in the former Vovice of Paul and Bar~ 
nabas, had carefully inftruéted in Piety, and 
in the Holy Scriptures. Paul refolving to take 
him with him, firft Circumesd him, to -ac-. 
commodate himfelf to the weaknefs of the 
Jews, and to gain them more ealily, Als 16, 
1, Oc. 2 Tim, 1, 5. and 3. 15. 

In paffing thro the Zewns, he and his, great- 
ly recommended:the Ordinance of the dpoftles 
at Ferufalem, touching Chriftian Liberty, A&s 
I 6. ° . 

Having travers'd Phrygia and Galatia, the- 
Hily Spirit forbids them to Preach the Gofpel in 

4jia; and being come into Myfa, they 
are alfo hindred from pafling over into Bithy- 
nia ; and therefore they go down to Troas, 
where Paul is oblig’d by a Vifon in the Night 
to go into Macedonia, A&s 16. 6, &c. 

There is great probability that S. Luke , 
who wrote theBook of. the 44, was a of 

auls 
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Paul’s companions to. Treas,becaufe that from 
that time, he-delcribes almoft the whole Se- 
quel of this Voyaze in the firtt Perfon and in 
the Plural. Thus then the 4poftle, and thofe 
of his Company, to come into Macedonia, 
pals by Samothracia, arriving from thence 
to Neapolis, fitiated in the Confines of Thrace 
‘and Macedonia ; and from thence :to 
Philippi, which was inhabited by a Roman 
Colony, and these remain’d fome days, és 
16. 10, 11, 12. On the Sabbath-day they 
go out of the Town to a place near the 
River, where the Zews were wont to meet to 

ray; There they found devout/omen,towhom 
they make known the Gojpel ; amongft whom 
was Lydia, a Seller of Purple in Thyatira, 
who believes and is Baptized, with all her 
Family, and entertains the Apofle with the 
reft of his Company, 44s 16. 13, Gc. Com- 
ng from Prayers, a Servant Maid, who had 
.a Proyhecying Spirit, follow’d them, crying 
(and continuing {0 to do for feveral days) 
That they were the Servants of the moft High 
GOD, and the Proclaimers of his Salvation, 
Paul being wearied with her, Commands the 
Spirit to come outof her; The Mafters of 
this Servant (who drew great Gain from hér 
Divinarious) enraged atthe ceafing of their 
Profit, drew Paul and Silas before the Magi- 
firate, and accufe them.of publifhing things 
prejudicial to the Roman Liberty, and even 
animate the Popylacy againft them. The 
Magiftrates having Scowrg’d them, confine 
them to Prifon, and charge the Gosler to 
look ftrif&tly after them ; who put them into 
a deep Dungeon: At Midnight (for their mu- 
tual ContoJation) they fing with aloud Voice 
the Praif:s of GOD; and at the fame inftane 
by a great Earthquake, the Foundations of 
the Prijon Shook, and all the Doors fly open. 
The Goal:r thinking the Prifoners had efcap’d, 
would have run himtelf on his own Sword, 
but Paw! hinders him, affuring him they 
were all there; having gotten a Light he 
cafts himfelf at their Feet, is inftru€ted in 
the Gofpel; he wathes their Wounds, is Bap- 
tiz'd, and all his Houfhld with him, and en- 
‘tertains them at his Zable with great Joy. In 
‘the Morning heisordered by the Magiftrates 
fo ler them go. But they complain, that 
being Roman Citizens, they had been Scourged, 
without any Trial or Form of Law ; and 
therefore the Magi/irates come themfelves 
with Exeufesto fer them at Liberty, and to 
entreat them to depare the Jown, which they 


did, after they had vifited Lydia, and comfort. 
ed the Brethren, 482 16. 16, ec. 

Departing from Philippi, they..pafs thro 
Amphipols and Apollenis, and arrive at Theffalo- 
mica, Where there was a Synagogue ; and Paul 
being entred there for 3 Sabbark-days together, 
difputes with the Jews out of the Scripture, 
with Such fuccefs,that fome of them believed, 
and a great multitude of well difpos’d Creeks, 
and fome Women of Quality embraced the 
Gofpel, A&ts 17.1, 2, 3,4. 1 Theff 2. 2. | 

Poul continuing hisabode at Theffalmnica, 
foretels the Brethren of the Revolt of -Auti- 
chrif, 2 Theff. 2.5. and was aflifted more 
than once by thofe of Philippi, with fuch Ne- 
ceflaries as he wanted, Phil. 4.16. But the 
Unbelieving Jews fet the People into an Up- 
roar againit him, and the reft of his Com= 
panions ; they break violently into Fafon’s 
Houfe, where they Lodged, and not finding 
them, they haled Jafon and fome others of 
the Brethren with him before the Magiftrate, 
charging them with divers Crimes ; and to 
render them the more Criminal, alledg’d 
they Preached up anothenm-Xing than Ceftr ; 
yet the Magifrates releafe Fafon and the ret 
under Security. After which the Brethres 
make Paul and Silasdepart by Night to Berea; 
where being arriv’d they enter into the Syna- 
ggue, and tind the Jews there of a more gene- 
rous Temper than thofe of Thefiloica, care- 
fully comparing what they declared to them 
with the Holy Scriptures. But the Jews of Thef. 
faleica having heard of this fuccefs, they 
come to Berea, and ftir up the People here 
alfo, 4517.5, @. 


Then the Brethren of Berea took care 


of Paul, and made him be condu&ed to 
‘Athens, where whilft he expe&ed Silas 
and Timotheus, he was grieved to fee ‘the City 
fo full of Idolatry : He Difputed in the Syna- 
gogues with the Jews and Zealous People, and 
in the publick place with thofe he found 
there. Heis reputed by the Stocks and Epi- 
cureans, for a Babbler, and Preacher of ftrange 
Gods, Being drawn into the <reopage, he 
takes occafion from an Altar, which he per- 
ceiv'd Infcrib’d, Zo the Unknown GOD, to 
inftru& them in the Nature of the Zue GOD, 
and of his Providence, of the Refurrection 
and laft Judgment. His Difcourfe was not 
without fruit ; for Denis the dreopagite, and 
a Woman named Damaris (whom tome think 
to have been his Wife} and fome others be- 
lieved in the Lord, Acts. 17. 14,7. It’s 

thought 


q 
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it that Denis, the Areopagite, having 
ae in t, wheré he then was, the 
rodigious Eclipfe of the Sw, at our LORD's 
afion, faid, Either that the- Author of Na- 
ture fuffer’d, or thac ‘cwas abour being de- 
ftroyed. All Learned Men are now agreed, 
that the Works which have been fo long at- 
tributed to him are none ofhis, having been 
i ears after him. 

ie and Timotheas arrived at Athens , 
are fent by the poftle into Macedonia, there 


‘to comfort and ftrengthen the Brethren. He 


himfelf being not able to go, as he would 
have willingly done, ffs 18. 5.1 Thef 2. 17, 
18, O° 3.1%, 2 

But leaves Athens, Anno 53, and comes to 
Corinth, where thefe two return to him from 
Macedonia; and where the finds quills the 
Few, and Prifcilla his Wife, lately came from 
Italy; the Emperor Claddixs having com- 
manded all che Fews to depart from Rome, for 
the Troubles they every day caufed on occa- 
fion of the Chriftian Donne, which Sueto- 
nius has remarked without well under- 
ftanding it; and Pes joyned himfelf to 
thefe two as being of the fame Trade, which 
was to: make Tint, and fail’d nor on the 
Sabbath-days , to perfwade ‘as well Jews as 
Greeks, to embrace the Ghriftian Faith, Atts 18, 
I ; 

*S? Pru having protefted to the Jews of 
Gorinsh, that he would turn himfe}f to the 
Gentiles, enters into the Houfe of Fuftus; who 
lived near the Synagogue. He Boptizes the 
Family of Stephanus, who was the Firft-fruits 
of Achaia , Crifpus the Chief of the Syna- 
gogue and his Family, and brings.over feveral 
Corinthians to the. Faith, A&ts 18. 6, ore. 
1 Cor. -1..14, 16. and 16. 15. TheLORD 
encourages this Apoftlerby a Vifon, after which 
he remains at Corinth 18 Months, dis 18. 
9, @c. with Silvanus, or Silas and Timatheus , 
2 Cor. 1. 19. it being thence he wrote in the 
name of thofe 3, his 2 Epiftles to the Zhefalo- 
nians ; although fome think, that the fecond 
was. writ from Rome. ae 

During Paul’s ftay at Corinth , he is ace 
cufed by the Jews before Gallio, Seneca's Bro- 
ther ,..who was Pro-Conful of Achaia. Gallo 
refufes to hear them, and drives them, away 
from the Bar ; and the Greeks (altho Pagans) 
becaufe Paul perhaps Lodged at one of their 
Nation, fell a beating of Softhenes, the chief 
of the Synagogue, in hatred of the Jews, ‘the 


" Pro-Conjul taking no notice of it, Afés-18. 


12, Oe.and it feems that this Sefdenes , who 
impleaded Paul before Gadi, cither is not the, 
fame mentioned by the dpofile, 1 Cor. +. t. or 
that fince he was changed from a Wolf into a 
Lamb, and Converted to Jefus Chrift. This. 
hapned 4nno54. on ra 

The Apoftle after this leaves Corinth, having | 
firft caufed his Head to be Shaved at Ce7- 
chrea, (which was the Port of the Town) on 
occafion ofa Vow, and to fhew the Jews, he 
{till retained a refpe& for the Ceremonies of 
his Nation, and Embarks for Syria , being 
accompanied by quils and Prifcila: Arri- 
ved at Ephefus, where he communicates in 
the Synagogues with the Jews,who defire him 
to tarry longer with them, which he refufes 
on the account of the neceflity there was of 
his being at Jerufalem at the Fefival ; yer 
promifing to return to them , dquila and 
Prifcilla tarry at Ephefus. Paul Embarks for 
Cefarea, whence he goes to Jersfalep, _ and 
comes down from thence to* dntiech. Some 
time after he parts thence for Phrygia and. - 
Galatia, where he is well received , 4&s 18. 
18, @c. and Gal. 4. 14.. Tho the Galatrans 
(a while after) fuffer themfelvesto be feduced 
by thofe who afferted Juftification by Works, 
and the obfervation of Legal Ceremonies ; . 
on notice of which, he better informs them 
by Writing, Gal. 1. 6, 7. rather frong Ephefes, 
when he was about parting thence, than from 
Rome, as it‘s commonly held. | 

Apollos, an Alexandrian Few, a Man elo- 

uent and very able in the Scriptures, whom 

ome have impertinently confounded with 
Philo ; came in the mean time to Ephefus , 
being in fonie meafure inftructed in the way 
of the LORD; and Aquila and Prifcila in-- 
ftru€ted him better. He afterwards paffes into 
Achaia, where he is-recommended by the Bre- 
thren, and there enaley his Talent to good 
purpole, Aas 18. 24, Oc. - . 

About the time when Pas! parted from Co- 
rinth, the Emperor Claudius died, having 
Reigned 13 Years, 8 Months, and fome days, 
and left the Empire to Nero, who was the firft 
Perfecuter of the Chriftians. 

. Anne 55, 56,-57. When Apollos was at 
Corinth, Paul arrives at Ephefus , he lays his 
Hands on 12 Difciples, whoas yet knew no - 
other than the Beptifm ‘of St Joln. He con- 
tinues for 3 Months together to teach in the- 
Synagogues ; but at length he leaves it, by 
reafon of the contradi@ion and obftinacy of 
the Jews,and teaches for 2 years in the Behe! ; 
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of one Niracnus, fignalizing himfelf by divers there, Ephef 1. 3. But Timothy comes imme- 
Miracles. We coniirms his Docirize, by what diately after to him in Macedonia, where he 
hapned to 7 Jews the Sons of Sceva, of the had nor determined any thing about his abode 
Sacerdotal Order, who taking on them to be there. ‘Zitus alfo being come near to him in 
Exorcifts, and mixing in their Superftition the Atacedonia, and brought him guod News from 
Name of Fifus, whom Parl Preached, were Corixtd, he writes from Philippi his 2d Epiftle 
very ill hendled by the Evil Spirie, Several, in his Nameand chat of Gaorh , and charges 
who were addiéted to curious and unlawful ‘Ziras and another with it, who is thought to 
ts, which were much ufled at Ephzfis, were have been St Luk: the Evangelift , with order 
Converted to Chri, and burnt their Books. to take care the Colle&tions which were ree 
Dem:t-ias and his Work-men , feeing their commended above a year ago, & Cor. 16. 1,2. 
Trade to decay, ftir up the Rabble againft the might be ready for him at his arrival, 2 Cor, 
Spoils , hale Gaius and driftarchus (Mace- 7. 5, c.and 8,16, &c.and 9, 334) §- 
donians) into the Theatre, to exact an account duno so. After fome flay in Macedonia, he 
of them, for the Contempt of their Goddeft, comes intoGreece and Corinth, where he re- 
introduced by the Ghriffien Doéfrine, Paul mains 3 Months, and whence he writes (by the 
would have prefented himfelf to the People, Hand of Tertius) his Epifiles to the Romans, 
“but is with-held by certain Priefts of 4fa, and fends it by Phebe, a Deacone/s of the 
who having embraced the Faith, retained yet Church of Cenchrea,on the peint of carrying 
the Names of Chief of fia, and prefided to Ferufalm the GolleQions made for the 
in the Peblick Games, when they could do it Saints,Rom. 1 5.25,26 and 16. 1,2,21, 22, 23. 
with a fafe Confcience. The Jews make ule of dis 20. 2, 23. Then alfo Paul wrote hisEpiftle 
this occafion, to Crimihatethe Apofle, driving to Titus from Nicapolis, in which he obliges 
to the Tizatre, Alexander the Copper-Smith. him to come tohim, Titus 3-12. The dpoftle 
his popular Commotion is appeated by the had left him in Crete, to fettle Paftors in every 
Prudence of the Zowa-Glerk ; by whichmeans Town ; after that, going from Macedonia into 
Paul quistly tarried near 3 years at Ephefus, Greece by the Aigean Sea, he had Landed in 
end circumjacent Places, .désChap.19. and Grete or Gandia, and there laid the Foundae 
20. 31. Stephanus, Fortunatus , and Apollos , tions of Ghriftianity. There, to avoid the 
come fram Corinth to Ephefus, there to vifit Ambuthes of the Jews, had hetaken the way 
the dpafils; and by them he wrote to thé of Syria; he determines to take that of Ma« 
Corinciciaus in his Name, and of Soffhenes his cedonia, and fends Sopater, (who is called Soft 
firlt Epifle.dpolies not being willing to return pater, Rom, 6, 21.) the Berean, Ariftarchus,and 
fo (oon with them,: Cor. 1.1. and 16.12,15,&¢. Secundus ( Theffalomans ) Gaius , Timorheus , 
Abour this time squila and Prifcilla withdrew Tychicus, and Trophimus , to ftay for him at 
toRome theEdi& of Claudjxs, which had banifht Troas ; and weighing Anchor at Philippi (with 
them thence,expiring wich him, Rom. 16.3,4. the reft of his Company) after the Feaft of 
Paul remaining ftill in Afis, projefted to Eaffer, he comes to them 5 days after , and 
pauls thro Macedonia and Achaia , to go to there remained 7. On Sunday all the. Faithful 
yerefalem, and thensz to Rowe, and had fent being Affembled to celebrate the Lord's Sup- 
hetore Timerheus and Eraftus, not intending to per, and Paul Preaching till Midnight, a young 
leave Epbefus till Pentecof, A&s 19. 21, 22. man named Eutychus, fitting in a Window and 
Rom. 1.13.1 Cor, t5. But the Tumults excited o’re-taken with Sleep, falls dead from the 3d 
by Demetrius, made him depart fooner 44s 20. Story ; but the Apofile having embraced him 
_ Arga 53. From Ephefus he comes to Troas, raifeshim up alive. From Zroas he Journied 
where he does not fix, being troubled hedid to ffs hy Land, and the reft of his Company 
not there find Titus, 2 Cor. 2. £2,143. and by Water; where having met , they come to 
feeers dire€tly towards Macedonia, where he Metelins where partingthey found themfelves 
remains 3 Months exhorting the Macedonians the next morning in fight of Chios. and 
ro ve ready with their Celleftions for Jeru-' the day following touching at Sa:nos, they 
faim, by the Example of chaia, whofe ftopt at Trogyllum, and arrived the next day at 
Charity Money was ready a year ago, 2 Cor.8. Miletum, which was not far from Epicefus. 
1, Ove. and g. 2. Itfeems that then he wrote Paul haftning tobe at Serufalem at Pcntecoft , 
his 1ft &piftte to Timothy, whom in parting he fends for the Bifhops and Paftors of the 


had left at Ephefys, to Gevera the Church Church of Ephefus to come to Miletum fea 
whom 


~~ 


oe 
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whom he reprefents the integrity of his Car withhim, and imagined he had introduced 
riage, and his preparednefs for theAfflitiotis ‘him therein) and having raifed a great Ti- 
which attended him,and fetioufly exhortsthem mmuilt, they endeavoured to: kill: him.:: But 
to acquit themfelves well of their Duty ;and Claudius Lyfias, the Collonel, who Commande 
his Difcourfe being ended, heis cénducted by the Garrijen, coming hereupon with his: S0/- 
all of them to the Ship, A&@s 20. 3,&c. nor 4ers, took him out oftheir hands, and caufés 
without Difconfolatiag them, by tellingthem, himto be Jaid in Irom, And not being able 
They would no ‘more fe hit Face, as he then to get any certain knowledge of the. ‘Matter, 
thought ; tho GOD gave himan opportunity by reafon ofthe Thimalt, he orders him to be 
of Vifiting them again, after his firft Impri- carried into the Cale called Antonia, where 
fonment at Rome. the Gernifon lay, where the Crowd-was fo great, 

Parting from Miletum, they fteer diri@ly that the Soldiers were forced to carry him on 

to Coos, the next day to Rhodes and afterwards theirShoulders up Sairs,where he defirés leave 
to Patara; where they Embarkon a Veffel to {peak to the people. yas asks him, whé- 
which was bound for Phenicia, Thus leaving ther he was not'the Egyptian, who fome Years 
Gypras on the left, aud making towards Syria , before having gather’d (under the: Title of 2 
he arrive at Zyre, where they tarried.7 days, Pr:phe#) about 4000 men, had feized oft tlie 
and found there Difciples, who would have Mount of Olives ; for Felix the Governour Hall 
diffuaded Pan! from going to Jerufalem, fore- indeed defeated him; but as to his own perfil, 
feeing by the Spirit the: PerfMutions which he he had efcap'd without any bodies knowing 
Wwastoundergo. At Tyre they Embark’d, for what was become of him.See Jofeph I. 2.t.29. 
Ptolemais, where they tarried one day withthe But Peul having declared himfelf a Jew, and 
Brethren, A&ts 21. 1, &c.” born at Tarfus ; obtain d permiffion te fpeak, 
From Prolemais they come to Cefarea, and and offers his Apology in Hebrew, which pro= 
Lodge at Philip the Evangeliff, who had been cures him the greater fllence; until he menti- 
oneof the 7 Deacons, and whofe 4 Daxghters oned his being fent of GOD to the Gentiles: 
‘were enlightned with the Spirit of Prophecy, ‘Then all all his Hearers cry out impetuoully a+ 
Agabus foretold Paul of his Bonds, whocould gainft him,as unworthy to live, 23. 17,%¢. | 
not be diverted from going to Jerufalem, and 22.1,8&c. Lyfas hereupon makes him: re- 
4fis.21.%, Gc. Having abode feveral days tire into the Caffle, and orders him to be ex: 
at Cefarea, they part thence for Yerufalem , amined by Scourging ; but the Apofle ‘having . 
Carrying with them an ancient Difuple, a reprefented to the Captain, That he was-2 — 
Cyprian named Mnafen, at whofe houfe Pagl Roman: Citizen; ae refpecting this privi- 
wasto Lodge. They are kindly received by ledg’d Quality, which he himfelf had bought 
the Brethren at erufabon. The next day after fo dear, made him be fpeedily unbound, and 
their Arrival they Vifit St Fames, and allthe the day following he convocates the whole 
Elders of the Church are Affembled ;to whom Senate of the Jews, to hear the Heads of _his 
Paul reprefents the fuccefs of his Minifry a- Accufation, Aéts 22. 23, Gc. Annahias, wit js 
mong the Gentiles, and exhibits without doubt thought to have been Depos’d, and to exercife 
the Collections he brought for the poor of jue the Office of Chief Prieft only.on this occaftett, 
den. He is here advifed™to purify himfelf caufed Paul to be ftruck without aby Reafon, 
(according to the Law) with 4 other Ciri- which hindred not the Apofile from Boing on 
finn Jews, who had made a-Vow of a Naza- with hisDefence, and by. decjaring himfclf 2 
rite, to refute the Calumny,as being a Deferter Phavfee he fetthem afl ae varrince with ' one 
of the Law of Mofes, and of bad ‘Example to another ; which Lyfas obférving, took care of 
all the Jews, who alfo believed in Fefus Chrif; Paul, and carried him baek'into the Caf by 
‘to forfake ir. But this Project little availed, the Soldiers, Aéts 23.1, &c. The LORD ftrenp- 
tho Paul made ufe of it; for fome anbeliew= thens this Apoftle the Night following. The 
ing Jews being come.from fe tq the Fat, next morning more than 40 Zealots conte 
having feen him in the Yemple, where he had toflay him; which Enterprize is difcover'd by 
fatisfied this Purification, cry out againft him, a young Lad, Paul's Sifters Son; aiid Lyfias to 
asa declared Enemy of the Nation, the Law, hinder it, fends him the Night following with 
and that Place. They alfo accufe him for pro- a good Guard to Cefarez, where refided Felix 
Phaning the Temple, by carrying Greeks into the Governour of the Province, who confined 
it, (for they had {een Traphimus in the Streets him in Herod’s Palace, Ads 2 3. 12, 6. Anis 
60, 61. Ggg Kive 
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Five Days after Ananias came to Cafarea, 
to implead Pasi, thereunto joyning Com- 
_plaints againft Lyfies, who had taken him 
out of their Hand. The oftle returns a par- 
ticular Anfwer to every thing,and Felix refers 
‘toanother opportunity the Judgment on this 
’ “matter. Felix, fome days after, makes Paul be 
brought before him,who ftrikes him withTer- 
rour by a pathetical difcourfe of ebice, Tem- 
perance, and the future Fudgment. He hopes to 
draw Moncy ; but finding himfelf difap- 
inted, and conftrain’d 2 years after to leave 
Tis Place to another, to gratify the Jews, he 
left the Apoftle a Prifoner, 4s Chap. 24. 
drm 62. To Feliz, whofe Government was 
"very Infolent and Tyrannical, fucceeds Portins 
Feflys, about the fame time as Nero put his 
ther <grippina to death, who (to haften the 
promotion of herUnnaturalSon) had poyfon'd 
the Emperor Glaudias, hes Husband. 3 Days 
after Fefius arrived at Cafarea he came to 
Ferufalem, where the High Prieft and Chief 
of the Council renew'd their Accufation againft 
the Apoftle, and entreat Feflus to fend him to 
ferufalem, intending to have him  Murther’d 
by the way ; but Fefus excufes himfelf, and 
. declares, he would return to Cefarea in few 
. days, and that then fome ofthem fhould ap- 
pear to be heard inhis prefence there. Having 
tarried not above 10 days at jerusalem, he 
returns to Cefares, and the next Morning fits 
in the Judgment Seat ; where having heard the 
‘Sum of what bath Parties had to fay ; Feftus 
(to gratify the Jews), demands of Paul, Whe- 
ther he would go.up to Jerufalem, to be Fudged 
‘shere befere.him.? But the Apoftle excufes him- 
Self , and appeals to Cefar, A&ts 25.11, &c. 
-_ Some days after, young .4grippa and his Si- 
fer Bernice came-to Cafarea, to falute Feflus, 
and congratulate his coming into thofe Parts. 
‘Feftus {peaks to. them about his Prifoner, and 
what had hapned concerning him fince he 
‘came to. his Goverument ; and knowing not 
whathe would write to Cefar on Paul’s Ap- 
peal, is very willing tohave the Advice of 
Agrippa, whohaving heard the Apoftle reafon 
very earneftly out of the Scriptures, tho Feftus 
made a Mock at all, acknowledges to the Pri- 
foner, Thet he had alinsft perfwaded him to be- 
some a, Chriftian; and declares to the Gover- 
‘nour, That ke might have been releafed as Inuo= 
cent, had he not appealed to Coxfar, As 25. 13, 
gre, and 26.1, Ce. ° 
In fine, Feffus being refolved to fend Paul 
to Rome, with other Prifoners, under theGuard 


ofan Officer named Julius, he was Embarke 


on an Adramytten Ship, which went into <4fiz, . 


accompanied by Zimotheus, St Luke, and Ari- 
frarchus, Touching the next morning at Sidon, 
Julius permitted the <poffle to go to his 
Friends to be fupplied by them with what he 
wanted. The Veffel arriving at Myra, a Town 
of Lycia, they found another there of Alexan- 
dria bound for Italy, wherein Julixs embarke 
himfelf and his Prifoners. Pas! would have 
advifed them to have put in at Fair Havens, 
and there have Winter'd ; becaufe already the 
Faft of the Month of Zifri was paft, chat is, 
the Month of Ofober was come, and the 
time of Nevigation near {pent: But the Ad- 
vice of the Mafter of the Ship, to which Julius 
gave a greater adherence, than to that of the 
Spoftle, prevailed. Notlong after an horrible 
Tempeft, and which continued for feveral days, 
meets with the Ship ; yet the <poftle exhorts 
as well the Sea-men as Paffngers, to take 
Courage, GOD having told him that Night, 
by an Angel, That he fhould fiand before Cz- 
far, and that in confideration of him no Body 
Should perifo in the Ship. When the Vef2l was 
ready to {plit, the See-men would have faved 
themfelves in the Long Boat; but by the 
Counfel of Paul they are hindred. The Sol- 
aiers would ‘have the Prifoners killed, but 
Julius (on Paul's account) diverted them from 
that purpofe ; and the Veflel being wrecked, 
each man faves himfel€ as he could, fome by 
Swimming, and others on pieces of Planks ; and 
thus all come fafe to Land, Ais 27. 1, .O%.. 
They found it was the J/fe of Malta, whofe 
Inhabitants ufed them very Courteoufly. And. 
a Viper faftningon Paul's hand, as he gathered 
up Sticks to throw on the Fire, the I/anders 
believed he muft prefently die upon it,judging 
him to be a Maurtherer, whom Divine Ven- 
geance purfued toLand ;, but feeing he had 
Heat the Sears res Lae = Without any 
ust,they change bothThought andLanguage, 
and will have Bis now aks a God. mH 
Paul cured the Father of Publius, -who was 
fick of a Fever, and pain in the Bowels; and 
alfo of thofe who were fick in the Ifland, 
Whence (after 3 Months) Julius Embarks his 
People in 2 Ship of Alexandria called Caftor 
and Pollux :. The fisft place they caft Anchor 
was at Syracufe, where the Paffengers refrefh'd 
themfelves for 3 days; atthe end of which 
they fet forth for Rhegium, aud two days after 
to Puzziolum. And after that Julius had yield- 


ed.to the Requefts of Some of the Brethren, 


* who 
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who were there,that Pss/fhould tarry 7 Days 
with them,they arriv’d at Rome, Ads 28.1, Oc. 
Whilft thefe things: hapned to S. Pasi, S. 
Mark is thought to have died at Alexandria 
in the 8th year of Nero. | Thofe who will have 
him tohave wrote his Gopelat Rome, want 
Foundation: There is greater Se oa he 
wrote it whilft he accompanied the poftle in 
Chaldea, and that fince it was fent or left by 
him at Alexandria, by. reafon of the great 
number of Jews which there remained, and 
amongftwhich he madea great progrefs. But 
according to this reckoning, either we muft 
diftinguifh Merk the Evangelift , that is, Fobn 
furnamed: Mork,from another Mark the Coufin 
of Barnabas, Coloff. 4.10. whom S, Pas! (in 
2 Tim, 4. 10.) recommends to his Difciple sto 
bring along with him to Rome, as being very 
ufeful to him in the Minifry ; or if he be the 
fame, it muft be acknowledged,that thofe who 
make him die fo foon, have not taken exaé& 
Meafures. Moreover, whilft Fetus was waver- 
ing about what he fhould do with the 4poftle, 
Nero having fet Romeon Fire, laid the Crime 
on the poor Chriftiens, whom he caufed to be 
cloathed in the Skins of Wild Beafts, and thus 
expofed them to ravenous Lions and Bears, 
making it 2 {port of putting them to all cruel 
Tortures.And this was the firft of the 10 Per- 
Secutions, which the Reman Emperors saifed 
againft theChrifiens. It was, as defcribed by 
Tacitus, very {harp and fierce, but did not lait 
long ; for the Sterm was ina manner over 
when Pael arrived at Rome. Then alfo ames 
the Lefer, under the Authority of nanias the 
High Prieft ‘and Sadducee, fuftered Martyrdom, 
being thrown down froma Pinnacle and Ston'd. 
We aie aCatholick Epiftle of hisamongft thofe 
of the New Tefament ; but it’s not precifely 
known in what time he Wrote. | 
-Now. to return to Pasi: The Brethres at 
Rome underftanding he was at Pxazeli, came 
out to mect him as far as the: Market of p- 
pius; and Julius having ‘delivered up the Pri- 
foners at-Reme into the hands of the Captain 
of the Guards, Paul had leave to dwell apart 
by himfelf with a Seuldier, who was hisKeeper, 
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the Kingdom of GOD, with different fuccefs, 
and a Proteftation, That the Sslvatien which 
they refufed,fhould be offered to the Gentiles. 
Thus Pas! remained 2 whole years in his owk 
Houfe, receiving all that would Hear him, and 
Preaching Chrift at full liberty, dfs 28. ts, Sc, 
Here S. &uke ends his Relation, which he 
infcribes The Adis of the Apoftles, which ap- 
parently he wrote at Rome, whilft the Apoftle 
Paul was Prifoner there. He had written his 
Go/pel long before,to oppofe the Fabulous Re- 
lations of Falfe Teachers, by which they .en- 
. deavoured to overthrow the Dofrine taught by. 
aur Saviours true Apoftles, It’s notknown who 
was the Theophilus,to whom he Addreffes both 
thefe Relations; but it feems,as to himfelf,he 
wasto Pay! what Mark wasto Peter, for the 
Evangelical Hifory ; and he had been alfo with 
Coleophas(in the Way of Emaus)an Eye-witnefs 
of our Saviour’s Refurrectin, Luke 24. 13, &c. 
It’s of him and-his Gofpel that Peter fpeaks, 
2 Cor, 3.18, 19. and whom he terms a vu - 
cian,Coloff-4. 14.being far from the Profeflion 
of a Pa:nter, attributed to him by the Pulgar, 
an Employment which in the Birth of Chri- 
Stianity was equally abominable and unlawful, 
both.to Jews and Chriftians. 
Whilft Paul is.a Prifoner at Reme,he writes 
to the Philippians by Epaphroditus, whom 
they had fent to Vifit him and affift him, and. 
who employing himfelf with the psfle in 
the Minifiry of the Gofpel, wasin danger of 
his Life by a great Sickne/s, in the very time 
when the Bonds of Paul, famous in Nero's 
Palace, had brought over feveral of his Hoxf= 
hold to the knowledge of Gbrift, Phil. 1. 12, 
13, and 2. 19, Gc. and 4.10, @c.. But he 
had Writa whilebefore from the fame place 
to the Coleffexs, and to Philemm, by Onefe 
mus, a Fugitive Servant of his, who-at Rome _ 
was Converted tothe Faithby the Minifiry - 
of Paxil, who fent him back to his Mafter with 
"a Letter, and entrufted him alfo (with Zychi- 
cas) with an Bpifl to the Colofians, Coloff. 
4. 7, 8. I fay, That the Epifle to Philemm | 
and the Colefians, preceded that of the Phi~ 
lippians , feemg that Epsphroditus was the . 


3 Daysafter he fends forthe Chief Perfons of Bearer of this, whereas he was then atReme, 


the Nation, to whom he fhews his Imprifon- 
ment,and his Innocency. They’ tell him, Zéey 
had received no Information concerning him 
from Judea, and. defive to hear from himfelf an 
account of bis Sentiments,obferving that the Chri- 
ftian Religion was every where fpoken againft. 
He (on the Day appointed) declared to them 


and a Prifoner, if he be the fame as Epaphras 5. 
-and feveral think,whenthe 2 others were writ. - 
ten; Colof? 4. 12. Philem. ver. 23. thefe 3 
Epifles, to the Philippans, Colofians, and to 
Philemon, are written in the name of Paul 
and Zimothy, who was then at Rome, as a 
fmall time after the Epiffle to the Hebrews 

Ggg2 ) was 
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Was writen to the fame place, in which he of Rewe, yet remained at Corinsh, and was: 
‘hoped to fee them fhortly, Heb. 13. 23, 24. conftraiz'd. to leave Trophimus fick tn 
Not Hong: after the City of Losdicea, the 2 Fim. 4. 11, 13, 20. which cannot be un— 
Ghsrch of which was concerned in the Epifle derftood of a cA Vosane of Paul to Rome, fee~ 
to. the Golofians, was overthrown by anEorthe ing that having had Dmotky with him dusing 
gabe but it {eqns that fince it arofe in the firft, he muft needs know, that Evafus 
ome fore from its fall, feeing the Church of was not of the Company, and Thapbinnus was 
Laediceg, is mentioned among the 7 Churches ftopt by Sicknefs at Adletum, and hindred to 
of Afia, Rev... 11. pels further. So when Pasl (from his firft 
._ Now there’s great likelyhood that S. Paul, Imprifonment) wrote to the Colofians,he fays, 
after hehad been detain’d Prifoner at Rowe 2 that Mark was with him, Golof 4. 10. Phie 
years, was releaft about the roth of Nero, ders. ver.24. But fince he ordered Tizaathy to 
which concurred with the 64thofour Lord ; bring him to him, 2 Tim. 4. 11. when he wrote. 
on the failure ofhis Accufers appearance be- this 2d Epifile to Timothy, Demas was gone: 
fore the Empero, and under an Obligation to Theffslonica, Crefcens into. Galatia, and nor 
to bein fuch a place as fhould be appointed amongft the Gasis, as fome have thought, 
at atime. Some pretend, that during this Zisus into Dalmatia, and he had only Lwke 
time, he accomplithed the Defign whichhe with him, 2 Zim. 4-0. But when he wrote 
had of along time of pafling intoSpain, Rom. to the Colofians and to Philemm, he had with. 
15+ 24, 28. At leaft may be. gathered out of him Lwke and Demas, Colof 4.14. and Philem,. 
his Epiftles written from Reme, that he had ver 24[n this laft Epiftle to Timothy, he writes 
great hopes of returning again into Macedor as being ready to fuffer Martyrdom, and at 
nis, Afia. and Greece, Philip. t.25. & 2.24. the point of death, 2 Zim. 4.6, 7,8. But in. 
Yea, towards the Helrems, Heb. 13,23. 24. the other Epifile writ from Reme, he {peaks,, 
That he orders Philewm, when he writesto 28 hoping and affuring himéelf quickly to fee 
Jim 4a. the.name of Gimocky, andhis own, by thofe to whom they were direfted : And as 
Onsimus and Tychicw.; to’ prepare him a he faluces Timthy in the name of Eubulus, Prya. 
Lodging,'Philem. ver. 22. That Timothy, who dens, Linw, and: Claudia, of whom he had 
had accompanied him his whole Voyage and made -no mention in his Epifiies.to_ the Pbi- 
Bonds at Rome, and long dwelt with him, had Liopians, Colofians, and. to Philemon ; fo he 
been: fent. by him to Macedonia, during his faluges the Colefians, aad Philemen in the name. 
firlt: Fuprifonment, and after. the Epifiles write Of “viflarchus, Mark the Conlin of Barnsbosand 
ten_to the Philippians, to the. Clofans, and. of Zefus furnam’d the Jug, as ofhis Fellows 
to Philemon, which bear beth. bis Name.and in the Minifterial Labors.aq Rome,.of whonr 
that of Zisethy.. That Timothy was not then he. makes no mention to Zimerly; but feeing 
a: Rome, when Pasi wrote his Epifile to-the he therein faluces Prifcils.and dguila, and the 
Hebrews, it being probable that. parting from Family of Oncfiplora, who was an asichs 
Rome, he. was fomewheré detained atthe bes. there’s great likelyhood, that the. firit' who. 
Sinning of his Voyage to Macedonia and Greece, were at Rome when Paul came there the.firkh 
and that-Fow (in receiving the News ofhis . time, had alfowent out -thence the od time 
Relaxation, Heb. 13. 23, 24.)" expected -he with him, and seturn’d to dwell.in Affe, or 
would have. returned to him, tho being, at-li-. ip acbaia, This divesfity: of Perfons, joyned-to- 
hers he did not do it,but continued his.way.; the Circumftances already mentioned fuffici-. 
And thus the dpoftle being at length releas'd, . ently. verifies, that the Scene was changed, and. 
tho the manner be unknown, parted alfo from. thar we muft imagine: a.confiderable Interval: 
Reme, and ‘at leaft following Timothy ;. Tirwa- of Time between.the Lxpoilenment of Raul av 
thy took a turn into the Eaft, according tohis Reme, andthe 2d, under which was writ the: 
promife and hopes he had conceiv’d ; feeing . 2d Epiftle to Timothy, ; 
that in the ad of Zimothy. writ from Rome, to- We cannot fay where Fimethy. Sojourn’d,. 
wards the end of his days, and when he pre~ when Paul wrote to him his 2d Epifile, out: 
par'd himfelf for Martyrdom; he orders Timo- of his 2d Bonds 3 and for what Reafonhe did. 
thy toreturn {peedily towards him, and to not return to Rome with him, nor by whom ic. 
bring Mark with him : informing him, that was fent. to him, no more than we know how,, 
Evaftus, who probably had given fome hope whence, or on what occafion, the Apoftle re-. 
ef accompanying him inthis fecond Foyage turnsto his Prifon; but it’s certain, that. fone 
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-Prifox , and: 2 little before he had 
nih tte to, Tmerky, which is the 
laft of all his Epifles, he wrote his Zpiffle to 
the Ephefiens; and fent ic them by’ Zychicus, 
which manifeftly appears from what we read. 
Ephef. 6. 21. and 2 Tiss 4.12. And certainly 
had the Epiftleto the Ephefans been carried 
by Zychicus, atthe fame time he carried with 


_ Onefimus the Epiftle to the Golofians, the dpo- 


le would as well have joynd the Name of 
Timothy with his, as well in that, as in this, 
were they fence away from Rome together at 
the fame time. It’s certain, that then ccx- 
fers prefented themfelves againft Paul, who 
altho’ he was forfaken by all his Acquaintance 
in his firft defence, yet was he fo affifted by 
GOD, that he boldly defended Chrifianity, and 
was not at thattime Condemn’d.But by an In- 
terlocutory Sentence fentto Prifon, in which 
he couragioufly expected the time of hisDeath, 
2 Tim, 4. 37, 18. : 
Whilft Paul was either newly releas'd from 
his fist Imprifonment, or recurn'd to his ad, 
and therein detained, Peter waves: sare ad ri 
, fenfible of his approaching Death, 2 Pes. 
oe after alinoft all of Paul's were 
divulg’d amongft the Chasches, 2 Pet. 3. 14, 
16.and efpecially. that which was writ to the 
Hebrews, chacthere’s greax Conformity: m. the 


Matters which are treated of in thenr both. 


A. whileafter was writ the Epiffle. of Jude 
eiaiaa Evangelifis call Lebbeus and Thed- 
des, which is (as it were) an. Epitomy- of the 
ad of Peter, and has great conformity with. it, 

“Tis the opinion of fome, that : Petes, and 
Paub faffer'd Martyrdom in the fame place; 
andatthe fame time 5 Nae certain they both 
fuffer'd Martyrdom, and that Peter was Cruci+ 
fed; according. as our Saviour had foretold 
him, Jobs.21, 18... And it's alfo certain,.thae 


| Pauk {uffer’d Martyrdom at Rome, where. he fo 


joyfully expected it.; but if Peter underwent 
it at the fame time, and inthe fame place, 
(as fome:are of Opinion) he muft have come 
to Rome a little before the Death of Paul, and 
after he hiad.. writ all his-Zpifties, feeing: that 
in all of them he makes.no mention of Petzr, 
altho he takes notice of feveral others of lefs 
€onfiderationand Authority than he amongft 
the Chriftians. However, becaufe it might 
happen that fince the laft -Epifle of Paul, 
Writ to Zimothy, and confequently fince his 
firtt Heaing before Nero, which was favoura~ 
ble * enough, and in which he had been deli- 
vered from the Lions Mouth, 2 Tim. 4. 17, 18. 
Peter might have come to Rome,. we will not 


therefore contradié& thofe: who ‘make them 
both Dye on the agth of June, in the rath 
Year of Nero,which concurr’d with the 66th o£ 
our Lord. Peter (as is faid) having been Cruci- 
pe ae his Head downwards, and Paul Bz- 
eaded, 


It beingour defignto contain our felves 
within the compafs of the Holy Hifory, we 
fhall fay nothing of what may be menuoned 
touching the other dpoftles of our Lord, and 
the fuccefs of their Preaching in divers places 
of the World: and therefore to finith our 
Task, let’s obferve, That in the fame time: 
when Nero began to make Martyrs, whofe. 
Ajpes and Blood were the Seed of the Church, 
the Jewifh Nation had filled up the meafures 
of their Jniquities, and haftned by its Confu- 
fions, its entire and final ruin. “The War had’ 
begin to grow hot fince fome years, berween 
the Jews and, Romans, Nero had fent Hlorus, . 
(a wicked man) to fucceed lbinus in the- 
Government of Judea ; who vexing, and in 
fundry manners opprefling the Jews, (prone 
enough of themfelves to Sedition, and full: 
of ill Hunsurs), made them take the Bridle. 
in their Teeth, and threw them into Defpair. . 
King Agrippa, a great Zealot. in Judaifm, 
did. what he could to diffwade-them from. 
taking up rms ; but fcarcely washe gone 
from: Jerufalem, but certain feditious perfons, 
who called themielves Zealots, furprized the 
Caftle of Maffedas a ftrong place, and well : 
provided, and therein kill all the Roman 
Garrifox, Eleaxer moreover the Son of the 
High Prieft Ananias, Captain of the Temple, 
a faftious and haughty perfon, perfwades the 
Priefs to offer no Sacrifices, but for the Fews, 
to the exclufion of thofe which were wont tc - 
be offered for the Emperor, and the Romans. 
The Chief of the Town confideritig whereto- 
this tended, entreat Florws at Cefarea, and: 
Agrippa, to fend Forces fpeedily to ftifle the 
Sedition in the Cradle. Rorus, who defired‘no 
better,glets it increafe ; and the Troops which 
Agrippa {ent, ferved only to form parties, 
They held with the chief‘ perfons the higher 
part ofthe Town, the Seditious poffeft the 
lower Zown and the, Temple. 7 Days patt 
between them in Skirmifhes ; but on occafion 
of a.Feaft, feveral Afafius or defperate People 
got into the Temple, and joyning wit! others, 
they burn Herods Palace and that of “grippa, 
and the Houfe of <dnanias, Manahem the 
Son of Fudas, a Galilean, Chief of thefe 
Ruffians, and who had Armed them at Maf- 
fada, made himfelf Mafter of the Town, 

having . 
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having taken the Fost Antonia, and killed alfo killed, and Vitelus being entred into Lat, 


the Roman Garrifon; but Eleazcr Captain of 
the Zmple, killed him in the very Temple, 
as he was there at Prayers ; and having rout- 
ed this Party, he re-takes Maffada, and kills 
in cold Blood, on the Sabbath-day, the Roman 
Souldiers of feveral Garrifons, who had fur- 
rendered on Terms of Compofition. Florus 
seturns the fame to the Jews of Cefarea. 
And thus the Arimofity fharpens on both 
fides, by the effufion of much Blood both in 
Judea and Syria. Ceftius Gallus, Governor 
of Syria, Arms at this Report, takes and 
-hurns Joppa, Lyddia, and other Towns, 
amarches towards Jirzfalem, Blocks up the 
Ssditious, who had marched out inthe Feld 
-againft him, and might have then by the 
favour of the People pofleft himfelf of the 
Town and Temple, had he preft the Sige, 
which he fuddenly raifed, and without any 
Reafon, with great lofs of his Men, and 
feveral Machines of War, ‘which he left behind 
him in his hafty Retreat, and which ferved 
fince during the, Siege of Jerufalem, to the 
defence of the Town, At the hearing of this 

Nero, who was in Achaia, commits to Vef- 
pafian the Care of this War. Titus his Son 
brings him a great Reinforcement . from 
Alexandria ; and thus with an Army of 
60000 Men, pierces into Galilee, Befieges, 
takes and burns Gadara and fotapata ; 
Tiberias does of it felf furrender; Terichee 
having held out a Siege, is taken by force, 
and utterly deftroyed.And whilft other Zowns 
in Galilee and Paleftin yield to the Conqueror, 
the Fews divide themfelves into 2 Faétions ; 
the one being for War, and the others-being 
as earneftfor Peace. The Countries are filled 
with Robbers, who laden with Spel taken 
from the Peaceable, come to Jerufalem, and 
dill ic with Diforders , Difcords, Violences , 
Murthers, and Blood. Thefe Zealots, (for fo 
did they call themfelves) being befieged by 
the People inthe Temple, call in the Idume- 
as to their affiftance, who entring with 
20000 Mes into the City, make there a 
great Slaughter. Véefpafian being moved by 
thefe Diforders,prepares‘himielf for the Siege 
of Ferufalem, and removes all hindrances : 
Yet on the News of Nero's death, and that 
of Galbe, who had fucceeded him, he thinks 

fitting with Titus his Son to temporizea while, 
which gives the Jews leifure to take Breath. 

which they only ufed to their mutual Ruin. 
sho, who had fucceeded Galoz, having been 


to fucceed them,the Troops of Velpafan falute 
him Emperor, and his Party A sc antdere 


at Cremona, and at Rome againft ViteDus, who - 


was killed, he Embarks at alexandria, to g0 to 
Rome, and charges his Son Titus with the care 


of the War of Judea. 


The City of Jerufalem wasfull of Fattions, 
which raged every day more violently againft 
one another. Titus parts from Cefares a 
while before Eafter, and comes and fitsdown 
before the Zown, which he attacks with great 
Vigor, hindring all perfons from going out 
thence, and any thing to be carryed into it; 
the Plague and Famine did alfo there rage ; 
that fromthe 14th of pril, when the Siege 
began, were Buried or caft into Holes, above 
600000 Perfons, which had perifhed either 
thro Hunger or Sicknefs. In fine, the Gity 


being Attacked on all fides from the sth of - 


July, all was fubmitted to the Vitorious, 
and burne downto the ground; as tothe 
Temple, on the roth of Auguft, tho Titus 
did what he could to preferve it; and as to 
the reft of the own, the 8th of September, 
thefe Wretches beingto be brought by no 
means-to any Compofition. There were 
made 97000 Prifoners, and 1100000 Pere 
fonsdied during the Siege. John and Simon, 
Chief of the Feéfions, were found hid in the 
common Fakes ; and 2000 others, who chofe 
rather to killone another, or dye with /un- 
ger, than to furrender themfelves. Several 
Prodigies had preceeded this Difafter ; A Man 
for feveral years together had run about the 
Street, crying inceffantly, Voice of the Eaft; 
Voice of the Weft, Voice of the four Winds, 
Voice again? Jerufalem , againft the Temple, 
and ogainft all the Peoples there being no 
thing that could hinder him, and crying (as 
he was wont) during the Siege on the Wall, 
Mifery to the City, People, and Temple, he 
was ftruck with a Stone out of a Sling, and 
feeling himfelf mortally wounded, he added 
to his Cry thefe words, in expiring, Woe be 
alfo to me. AComet inthe form of a Sword 
gliftered for a year together over the Town; 
of aCow led to the Altar fprang a Lamb. 
A Year before the Siege in the Raft of 
Eafter a great Light fhined in the Temple 
and about the /tar, at 9 atNight, and 
continued for half an hour. The Eaffern 
Gate of the Temple, which was of Brajt, for 
the opening and fhutting of which 20 Men 
were employ’d and required, was epened im 

the 
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the Night of it felf ; Chariots and Armed 
S were feen to encounter in the 
midf of the Air, and difmal Voices were 
heard by Night in the Zemple in the Feaf 
of Pentecoft, which faid ,- Let’s be gone hence. 


‘But the hardned ews remained deaf and 


blind to all this, animated themfelves to this | 
War from 2 Predi&tion, thar the Univerfal Em- 
fire fhould be conferr’d on one which fhould 
arife about that time out of their Nation ; 
which Jofephus would have meant of Vé{pa- 


fron, but which is rather to be expounded of 


efus Chrift ; whofe Prophecies touching the 
qoiaicn and everlafting Overthrow of their 
Temple and City, as they may be feen in Matt, 
24. 15, 16, @¢. and thofe of Daniel, Cp. 9. 27. 
had then their full Accomplifhment: GOD 
having in the mean time provided by hisPro- 
widence for the fafty of the Chriftian Church 
of Yerufalem, which was. warned to depart 


- thence a while before the beginning of the - 
~ War, and to retire to Pella, where (during all 


thefe Commotions) the enjoy'd peace and fafety,as 
is remark’d by Eufebius, lib. a. Ecclef. Hift. c. 5- 
The City was taken inthe 2dyear of Vé/pafian, 
which concurr’d with the 7oth of our LORD, 
both the Father. and the Sos.had folemn TZri- 
sumphs, and the Spoils of the Temple ferved for 
Ornaments to the Temple ‘of Peace, built by 
Vefpafian at Rome, It's faid, That in Vefpafan's 
3d year, (4x, 72.)Barthelomew fuffered Martyr- 
dom. in Perfis ; andin the 4th year, Tomas in 
the Indies; and in the sth, $. Luke at Patras 
in Achaia. 

_ Vefpafian held the Empire about 12 years ; 
Titus his Son2 Years and 2 Months ; and Do- 
yitian his other Son (as wicked and vitious 
ashis Brother Titus had been wife, gracious, 
and excellent in Virtue) 14 years, or there- 
abouts. This Domitian was the Author of the 
fecond Perfecution againft the Chriftians. The 


' Banifhment’ of St Jobn into the Hle of Patmos, 
- in the Zgean Sea, is ufually referr'd to the 


oth year of his Reign (uno 91) where he re~ 
ceiv’d and wrote his Revelation, as is feen Rev. 
1.9. But having before ufually refided atEphe- 
fas, he there wrote his Go/pel, after the 3 other 
Evangelifis to ferveas a Shield to the Church, 
to defend the Divinity of the Son of GOD, 
again{t Ebion and Cerinthus, who tho they 
profaft themfelves Ghriftians, yet rejected it; 
of which thispoftle was fo conftant anAffertor 
tuat from thence he was called the Divine, 
accordingto the Title whichis given him, 


or which he_himfelf affumes in the Revela- 


tions : He had alfo writ before his Banifhment 
his 3 Epiffles, the ficft-of which was Circular 
or Gatholick, for divers Churches at a time ; 
it’s faid, ic was Inferibed dire&tly to the Par-- 
thians ; the 2 others he Addreft to two pare 
ticular Perfons , the one whom he calls the: 
Ele& Lady, and the other named Gaiss , 
whom he-Salutes under the name of £ld.r 
or Presbyter, tho one of the firft Difciples of 
Jefus Chrif, John 1. 37. He had been folemn-- 
ly called to the Apofilefhip with his Brother 
James, when they were mending their Nets 
ina {mall Vefel, with their Father Zebedee, 
Mat. 4. 21. and were both furnamed Boanerges, 
Sons of Thunder, Mark 3. 21. Our Saviour 
had a particular Kindnefs for. him, Jokn 13.. 
23. and therefore he took him with Peter and 
James, to be Witnefles of the. Refurreftion. 
of Fairas Daughter , Mark 5.. 37.. of the: 
Transfiguration, Matt.17. 1. and of his geny, 
Matt: 26..37. He was at Fable, leaning on: 
our ZORD’s Bofom ,. in the Laft Pafover, 
ohn 13. 23. Peter by his means was intro- 
duced into’ Caiphas his Houfe, when our 
Saviour was brought thither, John 18. 16,17. 
took the Holy Virgin home to him on our 
Saviour’s recommendation on the -Crofs, John 
19. 26,27. ran with Peter to the Sepulchre of 
Fefus Chrift, and came there the fisft, John 
20. 3, 4. and knew our LORD firft,.when he 


appeared to them near the Sea, of Tiberias, 


Joln 20. 7. He, and James-the Lefs, and. 
Cephas, were efteem’d as Pillars, Gal. 2.9. - 
He outliv’d all the reft of the Apojtles, and - 
faw executed on erufalem and the Jewifh - 
Natioz, GOD's juft Judgments , and. our 
Saviour’s Predictions. rq or 5 years 
Exile in Parnios, (<fu0 96) the Death of Domi- 
tian , bythe Edi& of Nerva his Sticceffor, : 
who annull’d all the Banifhment and.¢ther 
A&s of this wicked Prince, under’ pretence. 
of Judaifin or Impiety  againft the -Geds, 
reftored to him his Liberty ; fo that he re- 
turned to Ephefus, where he peacably died 
ata great Age, under- the Emperor Zrajan, : 
and (as’tis thought) in the 100th: Year of 
our Lord, which concurred with the 2d 
Yearof this Prince; For tho the Report went 
in his time, Thet he would-not die, on what | 
our Saviour had faid of him to Peter, if. wilt 
shat he tarry till I come,tohat is that to thee?John 
21.22, 23. yet he faid enough here to unde- 
ceive thofe, who during his life, and fince his 
death, imagined 1 vou not. die, or that 

was not as yet dead. 
" - SHAP. 


CHA 


Of the Times that the PRO Pp HET-S. lived ins | a 


‘"E'He Times wherein any “One: ‘of the 

™ Prophets lived , may eafily be here 
feen. fo that to pafs over thofe whereof 
mention is made in the Book of the Kings, 
as Samuel, Gad, Natha, Iddo, and. particu- 
larly. Elias, and Elifha ; the Time .of whofe 
‘Lives aré very apparent from the Kings under 
-whom they *lived : Ie will be & 
‘take notice of:thofe whofe Writings 
extant, and at the fame time, the particular 
“ges wherein. they flourifhed will be found in 
' this enfuing Table. — 


JONAS began to Prophecy under Foafh, 
_ Father of jedeen the. ad, King of Hrael, 
Anne Mundi 3116. ea a 

HOSEA, under Uxsiab, Jotham, Akar, 
~and Hezekiah, who were Kings of Judah, 
and Jerobam King of Ifrael, A. M. 3194. 

J OEL, under the fame Kings as Hofea, and 
not for as long a time.. 

AM O§ began to Prophecy in Irae the. 
23d year oF Wzziah, and continued {fo for 
28 years. 4. M, 3217; pe 

ISAI AH Prophecied .in Judah. the 25th 
ycar of Uzziah, and continued under saz 

"and. Hezekiah, The Tradition of the. Jews, 
and fome of the Ancient:Fathers is, That 
Manaffes (the Son. of Hezekiah) put him 
to death; fo that he muft*needs have 
Prophecied one whole Age. 4M, 3219. 


0 
-OBADIAH Prophecied in Jfrael,: the: 


fame time as aish in Judah. A. M. 3249. 
MICAH was under Jethem, baz, ‘and 
| «‘Heztkiab, Kings of Judah; and it feems 
to have been about this ume, that Jonas 
was fent to Niwzeved, er S ai 
NAHU M began to Prophecy after. that. 
the 10 Thibes were carried away Captive in- 
to Babylen, as well to comfort 
anain’d, as thofe chat were 
ff, M. 329%: 
JERE MIAH began to Prophecy in Ju- 
@sh in the 13th year of Josh, and Pro= 
phecied for 45 years. Being afterwards 
carried into Egypt, he was there Stoned to 
death. i, M. 3375. . 


carried away. 


THE 


cient to- 
we have: 


| WE ane 


thofe that re-: 


site Hiforical Chronology. - 


PIX. 


BARUCH was alfo of the fame time, and 
tho he was of a very great Family, yet he. 
ferved him as Secretary. os 

ZEPHANIAH, and HABAKKY K, 
were alfo of the fame time... ° - 

DANIEL began to Prophecyiin Babylon, 
when yet in a manner but a Child, under 
Nebuchadnezar, and continu’d until the time 

- Of Cyrus, thatisto fay, about the 8 sth year 
of his Age ; and tho he obtaih’d by his 
~ Prayers the accomplifhment of his P phe~ 
cies, for the deliverahce of the People ; yee 
it feems probable, he died in this ftrange 
ountry without ever returning into ai 
Anno Mundi 3398. . ae - 

-EZE KIEL (who was of the Race of the 

Priofis, and one of thofe carried aptive, 
together. with Fechoniah, by King Nebu- 
entry) began 5 yeais after to. prophecy’ 

Zz Babile , and fo continued 22 years. 
» Ni. 3409, : - 

HAGGAT Prophecied in. fadab upon the 

Return of the People from Captivity, and 
" rebuk’d them for. being too flow in Re« 
building the Temple, A. M. 3485. 
ZACHARIAH was of the fametine. 
MALACHY was the laft of the Prophets, 
‘and feems to have been of the fame time, 
with Nebemiah, that is, towatds the end: 
OF the. Reign of Artaxerxes. Longimanus 3 
(4. f. 355) So that the whole time of 
the Prophets feems to have been above 400 
"years. 


It is obferuable, That Z all 2he Sages of 
Greece, fo celebvated in hnick Antiquity, 
freurifo'd till after the rime of the 
Prophets. Pythagoras Aimfelf wen to Bae 
bylon, and learned many things of the Jews, 
which he made ufe of in his Philofophy and. 
Plato alfe, who inferted many things cut of 
a Books of Moles into his, was near 200 Kars 

r all, ; : 

Now if anyone have # mind te prove all that 
is delivered in tins Hiftorical Chronology, 
Let him confult the Sacred Chronology, out of 
which it is taken. : ; 


END. 
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